
 

 

 

MEMORANDUM 

TO:  Members of the LSA Executive Committee 

FROM:  JoAnn Peraino 

DATE:  September 12, 2012 

RE:  LSA Curriculum Committee Course Approval Actions for September 11, 2012 

 

1. Recommendations on the attached R&E Subcommittee Report were accepted. 1 
2. Course Approval Requests were approved.     3 
3. Requested changes to Concentration/Minor Restrictions were approved  31 
4. Summer Course Approval Actions were ratified     37 

a. English Half Term credit changes were ratified    44 
5. Summer Concentration and Minor Modifications were ratified 

a. Statistics Concentration modification     47 
b. Judaic Studies Academic Minor modification    48 
c. Peace and Social Justice Minor modification    50 
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LSA CURRICULUM COMMITTEE 
Minutes of September 11, 2012 

 

Present: Phil Deloria (Chair); Pallavi Abraham, LSASG; Paula Berwanger, Linguistics; Andries Coetzee, 
Linguistics; Natasha Dabrowski, LSASG; Christopher Dick, EEB; Tim Dodd, Academic Advising; Sarah 
Farid, LSASG; William Gehring, Psychology; Phil Gorman, Academic Advising; Lori Gould, Dean’s 
Office; Allie Hammoud, LSASG; Marjorie Horton, Dean’s Office; James Liu, Physics; Tim McKay, 
Physics and Honors; Jennifer Myers, Residential College; Esrold Nurse, Student Academic Affairs; 
Sushama Pavgi, MCDB; JoAnn Peraino, Dean’s Office; Shelly Schreier, Psychology; Susan Tepaske-
King, Academic Advising; Donna Wessel Walker, Honors; Evans Young, Dean’s Office; Rebecca Zurier, 
History of Art. 

Guests: Dean Terry McDonald and Kathy Bielski, Dean’s Office. 

The meeting came to order at 3:10 pm. 

CURRENT ISSUES IN LSA UNDERGRADUATE EDUCATION 
 
Dean Terry McDonald made his annual visit to the Curriculum Committee to thank members for their time 
and effort and welcomed the members from the LSA Student Government. People think of the LSA 
Curriculum Committee as a super important job utilizing the expertise of its members to think broadly about the 
curriculum.   

Discussions this year in the Curriculum Committee will touch on important issues that will affect our 
undergraduate curriculum.  A major issue being discussed with the Provost and Deans from the Schools and 
Colleges is the internationalization of the University.  What do we recommend for international competence?  
Some feel all students should be required to take a course on internationalization.  LSA would prefer to unveil 
the other creative ways the College already has to prepare students for an international experience.  We have 
scores of courses, including language classes, which could be compiled in a list as a resource.  It’s very 
important that students know where to go to find the toolkits necessary for a successful international experience. 

Also this year, the committee will continue our annual review of one requirement.  This year we will be 
studying the Upper Level Writing Requirement. 

Dean McDonald said that as the chair of the Executive Committee, he always reads everything we produce.  
It is useful to the Executive Committee to read our deliberations on broad issues and understand our take 
on the curriculum. The Dean thanked the committee for its hard work. 

Associate Dean Phil Deloria 

Phil Deloria, Associate Dean of Undergraduate Education, introduced himself as chair of the Curriculum 
Committee and welcomed everyone.  He began by walking the committee through our purpose and 
procedures.  The Curriculum Committee is supported by two Subcommittees: the Race & Ethnicity 
Subcommittee chaired by Evans Young, and the Course Approval Subcommittee chaired by JoAnn 
Peraino.  The Course Approval Subcommittee closely examines each proposal to determine how well it 
fits the standards of our College requirements as well as how it fits into the overall curriculum – both a 
horizontal and vertical analysis.   We trust our colleagues who submit proposals to the committee,  but we 
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also bring our expertise to the table to offer advice to departments.  We are also discuss policy issues 
raised by proposals brought to the committee.  After the Subcommittee discusses each proposal, any 
concerns will be communicated to departments by JoAnn Peraino.  Resolved issues will go onto the 
consent agenda in the Curriculum Committee packet.  However we should not take consent items for 
granted and are encouraged to review all items.  Any Committee member may choose to bring consent 
items forward for discussion. 

2011-2012 Curriculum Committee Accomplishments 

Last year the Curriculum Committee discussed two issues brought forth from LSA Student Government: 
decreasing the number of final exams a student must have scheduled on one day in order to request 
reassignment of the University Final Examination Committee, and a request to encourage faculty not to 
offer exams on Election Day to promote civic responsibility.  We also discussed two nine-credit 
Certificate programs proposed by other Schools and whether we would be interested in pursuing similar 
programs in LSA.  The Committee agreed that while we are not in favor of the creation of LSA-based 
Certificate programs, we are willing to consider proposals from other Schools and Colleges.  We 
discussed and approved a change to the rules regarding Academic Minors, eliminating the restriction 
barring students from electing both a concentration and a minor in the same department (details of which 
can be found on page xx of this packet).  And we discussed at length the discontinuation of the term 
“concentration” in favor of using the more widely used term “major”. 

2012-2013 Curriculum Committee Discussion Topics 

This year we will be discussing a variety of topics including: 

• An overview of LSA College Requirements and the LSA Honors Program, by Phil Gorman, 
Director LSA Advising Technology and Donna Wessel Walker, Associate Director of Honors, 

• Technology in the classroom (including Coursera and online classes) with a visit from Monika 
Dressler, Senior Manager of Instructional Support Services,  

• The Upper Level Writing Requirement with a visit from Anne Gere, the director of the Sweetland 
Center for Writing,  

• The Undergraduate Research Opportunity Program with a visit from Director Sandra Gregerman, 
• A restructuring of requirements in the Department of Communication Studies, with a visit from 

Chair, Susan Douglas, 
• The vetting of Graduate Certificates, with a visit from Paula Trail, LSA Dean’s Office Graduate 

Program Officer, 
• And the limit of the number of Experiential Credits students are allowed to count toward their 

degree, led by Tim Dodd, Director of Academic Advising and Evans Young, Assistant Dean for 
Undergraduate Education. 

Dean Deloria introduced Kathy Bielski, Senior Business Manager of Undergraduate Education, who will 
be attending our meetings to observe as part of a project with the Center for the Education of Women to 
review the work in the Curriculum Office. 

Finally, Dean Deloria acknowledged that much of our work looks at a lot of very fine grain detail, and 
implored members not to hesitate to ask questions at any time. 
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RACE & ETHNICITY PROPOSALS 
 
Associate Dean Evans Young summarized the process the R&E Subcommittee uses to review R&E 
proposals. Substantial course content (over half) must address specific issues stated in the proposal 
form. The committee accepted the recommendations of the subcommittee summarized below. 
 
APPROVED (1)  
New / Blanket   
 
1. SAC 475. Cultural Studies and Critical Theory in Film and Screen Media. Caryl Flinn. W13.  

Rather than restrict questions of race and ethnicity to certain weeks, this course engages them in 
weekly readings, lectures and discussions throughout the semester.  In my view that is the best way to 
conduct a course centrally devoted to issues of race and ethnicity. 
 
To underscore the centrality and prominence of these issues, we will, in the first week of the course, 
discuss the entries on race and ethnicity from the already-classic 2007 keywords for American 
Cultural Studies.  These definitions offer insightful, historically and culturally based reviews of the 
terms, and have proved very useful in upper level undergraduate and graduate courses.  SAC 475 
students will discuss the terms in relation to visual and acoustic media around us.  How do race and 
ethnicity inform contemporary television and films (for instance, the controversial “whitening” of the 
lead character in Hunger Games has received much attention)? Where do we see overt and covert 
forms of racism within visual culture? That discussion will be informal and serve as an ice breaker.  
After this groundwork, the class will be able to move through subsequent weeks with shared 
understandings of the historical trajectory of these terms—though, I strongly presume, our positions 
and perspectives of them will be largely unshared and only partially overlapping.  Along with race 
and ethnicity, this course will be considering other identity markers such as gender, nationality, age, 
and sexuality. 
 

APPROVED (2)  
New /Topic   
 
2. ACABS / AAPTIS / HJCS / JS / RELIGION 277. The Land of Israel/Palestine through the 

Ages: History, Race, Ethnicity, and Religion. Yaron Eliav. W13.  
This course introduces a wide array of primary sources and theoretical models that represent the 
historical interplay between race, ethnicity, and religion, and the way these foundational elements of 
culture engage and intersect with myriad other factors, from geography to demography, from politics 
to culture. Toward the end of the course we will also pay significant attention to the gradual rise of 
nationalism and the way it has both enriched and complicated the social, political, and religious life of 
the Middle East. Sources range from artistic depictions in wall paintings of both dwellings and tombs 
to vivid pronouncements on mosaic floors to minute depictions on coins and gems. They also include 
a wide array of inscriptions, papyri, and numerous types of written documents – books of diverse 
genres, letters, contracts, and court records, to sample just a few.  

The ultimate goal of this course is to offer an alternative model for the study of history. The historical 
narrative we will offer does not negate the multiplicity and diversity of factors that contribute to the 
evolution of events and to their dynamics over time, but rather highlights the importance and 
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centrality of race and ethnicity (especially as they combine with matters religious) in the shaping of 
these events. The broad chronological framework – some three thousand years of documented history 
– will offer plenty of opportunities to examine and reexamine these factors and their role in history, 
and will also allow for many comparative exercises, namely to elucidate similarities and differences 
in how race and ethnicity were understood in different ages and in different social and cultural 
contexts. One of the most fascinating lessons of this course, in my mind, is the realization that despite 
the significant shifts in how race, ethnicity, and religion are thought of and utilized across history, 
they remain a constant and central factor in people’s life. That importance is unwavering and will 
likely continue in the future. As such, the course’s contribution goes beyond the immediate historical 
knowledge that it will bestow upon the students, to provide them with intellectual tools and 
conceptual models that will assist them to navigate their own histories and experiences.  

3. HISTART 383. Modern Art in a Multi-Ethnic Asia. Joan Kee. W13 

This course discusses modern and contemporary art in Asia (construed in this context as the countries 
comprising East, Southeast, and South Asia) as a function of the encounter between groups identified 
primarily on the basis of their racial and ethnic origin.  Roughly beginning from the late 18th century, 
this course looks particularly at two modes of encounter; one turns on race (the encounter between the 
so-called West and the non-West, largely construed as the relationship between whites and Asians) 
and the other on ethnicity (the tensions and symbioses arising out of inter-regional encounters 
between Manchus and Han Chinese, Chinese and Taiwanese, Koreans and Japanese, as well as 
Japanese and Okinawans/Ainus).  Much of the material discussed in this class asks how constructs of 
race and ethnicity arise out of the production of visual representation. 

Based on selected case studies, this course argues that the macro-phenomena allegedly responsible for 
spurring the development of visual art in Asia – colonialism, urbanization, industrialization, 
militarization -- is in fact based on the promotion of disparity and the systematic implementation of 
discriminatory policies against members of certain social classes, racial, and ethnic backgrounds.  Of 
special interest is the complexity arising when race and ethnicity must be considered in tandem with 
gender and social class.  Many of the artists for this class are outside the putative canon in terms of 
their background, for example, women artists not sharing the same institutional access as their male 
counterparts.  This class fosters a comparative look at these disparities by compelling students to 
draw parallels between conditions in one country (city) and another. 

APPROVED (1)  
Recert  Topic 
 
4. CLCIV 350. Topics in Classical Civilization: Slavery in the Ancient World. Sara Forsdyke. 

W12.  
The aim of this course is twofold.  First it aims to educate students about the “ugly underside” of 
ancient civilizations, namely the importance of slavery to the social, economic and cultural 
flourishing of these societies.  I repeatedly challenge the students in discussion and in writing 
assignment to reassess their views of the achievements of the Greeks and Romans in relation to their 
new understanding of the role of slavery in these societies. 
 
The second major aim of the course is to understand ancient slavery in relation to other slave systems, 
particularly those of the American South, Brazil, and Caribbean.  By looking much further back in 
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time, we gain- if not a more objective view – at least a clearer perspective on the nature of slavery and 
dynamics of slave societies, including that of the American South. This is not to say that slavery was 
the same in different historical eras.  Indeed, a major part of the course entails understanding the 
differences between types of dependent labor (slavery, serfdom, debt bondage, penal servitude, 
indentured servitude) and more importantly, between ancient and more recent slave societies. 
Recognition of the differences between slave societies in no way minimizes the underlying 
inhumanity of slavery in both eras.  The brutal, exploitative and poisonous effects of slavery on both 
masters and slaves in ancient society are constantly highlighted. 
 
In pursuing these two goals, participants in this course devote substantial attention to the three issues 
mandated in the Race and Ethnicity Guidelines.  By examining the racial and ethnic basis of ancient 
slavery, students confront the relation between racism and slavery. The intolerance and inequality 
resulting from slavery are thoroughly examined. Other factors contributing to discrimination in the 
ancient world – religion, social class and gender – are also explored. 

 
SEPTEMBER COURSE APPROVAL REQUESTS (see Appendix I) 
 

1. The committee approved a total of 126 course approval requests: 31 new courses; 89 
modifications; and 3 deletions. 

 
2. The following courses were approved for distribution and/or college requirement effective W13: 

a. HU: AAPTIS 296, ASIAN 257, BCS/JUDAIC/REEES 350, GERMAN 304, 332, 
HISTART 205, 385 

b. SS: SOC 206 
c. NS/BS-eligible: PHYSICS 121, 210 
d. CE: GERMAN 336, RCIDIV 310 
e. ID: HISTORY 232 
f. BS-eligible: ASTRO 461 

 
 

3. The committee deferred two new course approval requests, ORGSTUDY 203 and SAC 325, 
pending further discussion Dean Deloria would like to have with these departments. 
 

4. The committee deferred one course approval modification, ACABS / HJCS / RELIGION 326, 
pending additional information. 

 

REQUESTS FOR REMOVAL OF CONCENTRATION/MINOR RESTRICTIONS (see Appendix II) 

1. The committee approved the removal of 36 restrictions prohibiting students from declaring a 
concentration and a minor in the same department. 

2. The committee approved the addition of two restrictions prohibiting students from declaring a 
concentration and a minor in the same department. 

3. The committee denied two requests for the removal of restrictions prohibiting students from 
declaring a concentration and a minor in the same department in Afroamerican and African 
Studies and Earth & Environmental Sciences feeling that it is inappropriate not to restrict the 
election of minors that are generic and have the same name as the concentration. 
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SUMMER COURSE APPROVAL ACTIONS (see Appendix III) 
 

1. Summer course approval actions were ratified: 2 new courses; 79 modifications (including 59 
English course half term credit changes); and 12 deletions. 

2. One modification to a concentration was ratified: Statistics. 
3. Two modifications to Academic Minors were ratified: Judaic Studies, and Peace and Social 

Justice. 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 4:55 pm. 
 

Next Meeting: Discussion 
 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2012, AT 3:10 PM 
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