
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MEMORANDUM 
 

TO: Members of the LSA Executive Committee 

FROM: Pam Rinker 

DATE: January 18, 2011 

SUBJECT: Summary of LSA Curriculum Committee Minutes 
for December 13, 2011 

1. Minutes of 12/6/11 were approved. 

2. Discussion continued about enrollment pressures in Communications Studies. 

3. Modifications were approved for three concentrations.  

4. Modifications were approved for four academic minors.  

5. Course approval requests were acted upon. 

6.  Esrold Nurse, Assistant Dean for Academic Affairs, presented the annual 
Academic Advising update. 



LSA CURRICULUM COMMITTEE  
Minutes of December 13, 2011 

Present: Phil Deloria (Chair); Pallavi Abraham, LSA-SG; Andrea Alajbegovic, LSA-SG; Paula Berwanger, 
Linguistics; Caroline Canning, LSA-SG; Tim Dodd, Advising; Kalli Federhoffer, German; Benjamin 
Fortson, Classical Studies and Linguistics; Phil Gorman, Advising; Lori Gould, Dean’s Office; Marjorie 
Horton, Dean’s Office; Kristen Moore, Math; Neil Marsh, Chemistry; Tim McKay, Honors; John Mitani, 
Anthropology; Jennifer Myers, Residential College; Esrold Nurse, Advising; Damani Partridge, 
Anthropology and DAAS; Sushama Pavgi, MCDB; JoAnn Peraino, Dean’s Office; Pam Rinker, Dean’s 
Office; Shelly Schreier, Psychology; Donna Wessel Walker, Honors; Anna Wittow, LSA-SG; and Evans 
Young, Dean’s Office  

Guest: David Smith, Assistant to the Assistant Dean for Student Academic Affairs 

The meeting came to order at 3:10. 

MINUTES 

Minutes for 12/6/11 were approved.  

ENROLLMENT PRESSURES IN COMMUNICATION STUDIES 

The committee continued last week’s discussion about proposed changes to the Communications Studies 
admissions process effective F12 (see attachment). They suggested the following toolkit from which the 
department could pick and choose. The committee recommended implementing changes for one year in 
order to assess their effectiveness. The committee did not approve the department’s request to return to a 
2.7 GPA requirement for declaring the concentration.  

• Requiring students to declare the concentration no later than their junior year, thus eliminating 
the problem of seniors who want to declare 

• Reducing the current 25% reserve cap for general enrollment in 400-level classes, especially 
small seminars, perhaps to 10% or restricting all spaces to concentrators in specific high-
demand classes  

• Enforcing the prerequisites for 400-level classes to ensure the necessary spaces for 
concentrators  

• Increase the number of spaces as needed 

MODIFICATIONS TO CONCENTRATIONS 

Changes to the following concentrations were approved effective W12 (attached): 

1. Earth and Environmental Sciences 
2. Philosophy  
3. BBCS, Neuroscience, and Psychology  

MODIFICATIONS TO ACADEMIC MINORS  

Changes to the following academic minors were approved (attached): 
 

1. History of Philosophy effective W12 
2. Medical Anthropology effective W12 
3. Writing effective F12  
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COURSE APPROVAL ACTIONS  

1. Eight courses were approved as listed in the Appendix (3 new courses and 5 modifications). 
2. CLCIV 126 approved for HU distribution. 

ACADEMIC ADVISING AND THE UNDERGRADUATE EXPERIENCE 

Esrold Nurse, Assistant Dean for Academic Affairs, gave the annual Academic Advising update as detailed 
in the attached PowerPoint presentation. As one major topic, he informed the committee about Strategic 
Partnerships they have developed including: a new Prospective Student Call-In Program; Transfer Credit 
Protocols; Orientation and New Student Programs; Michigan Learning Communities; a better infrastructure 
for Athletics and the Academic Success Program; and increased contact with academic departments and 
units. There have been an increased number of students who are under pressure to concentrate in a program 
that will lead to a job soon after graduation. Advisors provide students with more meaningful information 
about other options such as English and History. They also has been collaborating more with the Career 
Center,  

As a second major topic, SAA has identified a number of challenges and obstacles faced by LSA students: 
significant increases in enrollment for four consecutive years; greater demand for accountability; crisis 
management and students with disabilities or psychological impairments; and renewed pressure for 
concentrations in career-oriented programs and areas of study. More help is needed to serve the growing 
number of undergraduates who want to take UC 225, an undergraduate internship course for credit. In order 
to address this need and tie UC 225 more closely to departments, Nurse mentioned the possibility of 
shifting oversight responsibility back to faculty. Advising also may propose a parallel upper-level internship 
course to accommodate juniors and seniors whose departments don’t have such a course.  
Nurse noted that these challenges are stretching their limited resources, and, if not addressed, could change 
the fabric of the college. LSA now has a total of 17,000 undergraduates, an increase of 12% over ten years. 
Rather than an annual bulge, he thinks this increase may be a new normal. Departments are feeling the 
weight of these changes unevenly. The number of Natural Science concentrators has increased, especially in 
Biology and Neuroscience. The latter now ranks as the fifth or sixth largest concentration in the College. 
Math and Chemistry have also gained more concentrators.  

Social Science concentrators now account for 2/3 of LSA students. Psychology and Brain, Behavior, and 
Cognitive Science (BBCS) are by far the largest, followed by Economics and Political Science. 
Communication Studies is now the fourth largest concentration after Sociology and History. Meanwhile, 
there are fewer English concentrators and more in Spanish. Two interdisciplinary concentrations are very 
popular as well, the Program in the Environment and International Studies.  

Enrollment in academic minors ranks as follows: Math, Economics, Spanish, and German. A significant 
number of students in Engineering and the Business School also complete LSA academic minors. With 
increased interest in community involvement, more students are completing Social Work’s academic minor 
in Community Action and Social Change (CASC). Enrollment in joint programs also increased, especially 
RC’s Crime and justice. 

The meeting was adjourned at 5:05 pm. 

Next Meetings:  

Subcommittees: January 10, 2012 
Course Approvals: January 17, 2012 
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December 6, 2011 
 
To:  LSA Curriculum Committee 
From:  Communication Studies 
Re:  Enrollment Pressures/Admissions Policies 
 
Dear Colleagues: 
 
We understand you have some questions about the enrollment pressures we face and would 
welcome some data about spaces in our courses and increased competition for seats in our 
classes.  As I noted in our proposal to you, the KPI (produced by the college) document our 
commitment to and record in undergraduate education and the very heavy teaching load we 
carry.  And we all know this has been exacerbated for several units because of the overall 
increased enrollment in the college.  This fall, the freshman survey showed that a whopping 
481 students expressed an interest in our concentration, half of which we could currently 
accommodate and do a good job serving.  
 
Our department is staffed almost entirely by tenured and tenure-track, research active faculty, 
and we expect all tenured and tenure-track faculty to teach service courses at the 
undergraduate and graduate level.  We only have two ongoing lecturers in the department, 
neither of whom teaches our prereqs or any of our service courses.  Thus our regular faculty, 
who have significant research agendas and burdens, also take undergraduate education very 
seriously and assume significant teaching duties, which are imposing increasing stress and 
hardship on them.  This is why we need to work with you to find, for the time being, a way for 
us to continue to control enrollments in our concentration.  Our restrictions, as you will see 
from the separate, attached chart, still allow an enormous number of students—at least 500 by 
this winter—to declare our concentration with a CFFTE of 14.75 (19 people).  So depending on 
how you count, our declared concentrator to faculty ratio is somewhere between 34 or 26 to 
one.  But we can’t accept more for now without degrading the experience for all, and possibly 
undermining the ability of declared concentrators to actually graduate on time.  We are also 
exceedingly concerned about students “backing into” our concentration, going around our 
processes and procedures, which raises significant equity issues for other students and major 
administrative problems for us. 
 
Interest in our concentration is further fueled by these findings from the recent UMAY survey 
we received.  In answer to the question “what are the most important factors for you in your 
choice of major?,” while 80.7% of students in the Social Sciences Division said “Prepares me 
for a fulfilling career,” 92.7% of COMM majors said that.  In answer to the question “In the past 
year, how often have you had a class in which the professor knew or learned your name?,” 
56.9% in the Social Sciences said often/very often, and 61.3% of COMM majors said 
often/very often.  In response to the question “How satisfied are you with the quality of faculty 
instruction?,” 80.9% of COMM majors said satisfied/very satisfied, compared with 72.9% of 
LSA students and 77.1% of Social Science students.  The percentage of our concentrators 
who rated their “proficiency in critical and analytical skills” as very good/excellent was 80.9% 
(70.3% LSA) and their “ability to be clear and effective when writing” was 79.6% (64.4% LSA, 
73.8% Social Sciences).  I point to these data (which are very gratifying for our college as a 
whole) because we know that students believe, and correctly, that our major can and does 
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lead to various rewarding career paths, but they also find the concentration itself very 
satisfying because of the care and attention our faculty put into teaching and advising.  And 
they do talk to each other. 
 
Thus, pressure continues to build on our courses and faculty and we need to continue to 
restrict admissions because without doing so we will actually not be able to serve our declared 
concentrators, and some might be able to graduate in time if they can’t get into the courses 
they need.  Here’s what we confronted last winter. 
 
By December 7, 2010, we ascertained we had an enrollment problem that, if not confronted, 
would result in our some of our declared concentrators not being able to get into the courses 
they needed to complete the concentration and thus graduate on time.  At that time we had 54 
COMM concentrators on waitlists for our 400-level classes.  As a result we had to ask eight 
faculty to increase the caps on their seminars, sometimes to 35, which as you know is barely a 
seminar.  These faculty added 5 to 10 extra seats in their classes.  In addition, by 12/14/10, 
Comm 211, a prereq with 8 lab sections was completely full with 160 students and a waitlist of 
27 students.  We opened two additional lab sections to accommodate the waitlisted students.  
We also hired a recently minted Ph.D. in our department to teach an additional 400-level 
course. By 12/14/10, we also ascertained that our required course Comm 371 with 4 
discussion sections was completely full with 80 students and 33 on the waitlist.  We opened 
two additional discussion sections to accommodate the waitlisted students.   
 
In other words, last winter, as the result of our very forward-looking student services 
coordinator who identified these trends in early December, our faculty added to their already 
heavy burdens, took on yet more students, and we avoided enrollment and waitlist disasters. 
 
This fall we are over 100% enrolled since several faculty (myself included) have over-enrolled 
their sections again.  This winter we have, again, hired a recently minted Ph.D. out of concern 
that our declared concentrators might not be able to get into the number of 400-level classes 
they need to have to complete the concentration and graduate.  We do not know yet whether 
our faculty will, once again, have to take additional students in their seminars.   
    

Communication Studies Enrollment Information 
 

Prerequisites:       Enrollment per Fall/Winter 
COMM 101 (must have less than 54 credits to enroll) 300 students 
COMM 102 (must have less than 54 credits to enroll) 300 students 
COMM 111 (must have less than 54 credits to enroll) 180 students 
COMM 211 (must have completed 101 OR 102 with ≥C-) 160 students 
ULWR Core requirements: 
COMM 351, 361, 371, 381  (must have completed 101 OR 102 with ≥C-) 

320 students ((80 seats reserved for declared; 240 seats open to any 
student who has satisfied prerequisite) 

 
Students are required to complete 15 additional upper-level (300-400) Communication Studies elective 
credits, at least 8 of the 15 must be at the 400-level.  Majority of our students do all 15 credits at the 
400-level.  Below are enrollments for the 400-level courses for the past three years (NOTE: W’12 
figures show current enrollment as of 12/5/11 during beginning of junior registration). 
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Term # 400-

level 
classes 

# total 
seats 
available 

# seats for 
declared 
concentrators 

# seats 
for any 
LSA 
student 

% of seats 
held for 
concentrators 

Total # 
enrolled  

% total 
enrolled 
in class 

F’09 20 600 310 290 51.6% 549 91.5% 
W’10 22 660 355 305 53.8% 537 81.3% 
F’10 23 670 380 290 56.7% 648 96.7% 
W’11 23 560 380 180 67.8% 551 98.4% 
F’11 24 680 455 225 66.9% 683 100.4% 
W’12 
(as of 
12/5/11) 

25 740 450 290 60.8% 524 
(as of 
12/5/11) 

70.8% 
(as of 
12/5/11) 

 
We appreciate that we are a public university and want to respond to our students needs responsibly 
and equitably.  But we hope this data, and others we can provide, will document that our concentration 
is almost at the breaking point in terms of current capacity, and that addressing this is not just important 
for our faculty (and retaining them), but also for our concentrators who expect and deserve quality 
treatment and access to classes in the concentration to which they have been admitted. 
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Plight of seniors who fall short of the 2.7 grade point average in the 
Communication Studies prerequisite courses. 

Suggestions to alleviate this issue: 

1.  All transfer students to LSA should receive the letter from admissions indicating that some 
oversubscribed concentrations may not be available to them (see attached).  A sentence 
should be added to this letter that indicates additional terms may be needed to complete 
some concentrations.  Communication Studies should continue to be noted on this letter.  
Because students do not always indicate on their transfer applications interest in these 
oversubscribed concentrations, every transfer LSA student should receive this warning 
letter.   
 

2. Students who do not meet the 2.7 criteria in the graded prerequisite courses (Comm 101, 
102 & 211) will not be admitted into the concentration.  However if the student desires, s/he 
may retake one prerequisite course (in accord with LSA policies), and if the student meets 
the 2.7 criteria with the new grade replacing the old grade, s/he may declare a 
Communication Studies concentration.  Students re-taking a prerequisite course in order to 
attempt to raise their grade point average will need permission from the department to 
register.  At this time students will be required to meet with a concentration advisor to 
discuss the feasibility of this concentration even with a re-taken prerequisite course and will 
be strongly encouraged to discuss alternate concentration plans with their LSA advisor in 
the event that they are not able to raise the grade to the required 2.7 grade point average in 
the 3 graded prerequisite courses to be admitted to this concentration. 
 

3. Undeclared juniors receive an e-mail from LSA advising indicating that they need to declare 
a concentration.  It is our proposal that undeclared LSA students receive an even stronger 
warning if they reach advanced junior standing (2nd semester junior) without declaring a 
concentration.  This e-mail should include a strongly worded message that indicates 
undeclared juniors may not be allowed to register for classes for the senior year unless they 
declare a concentration or meet with an LSA advisor to discuss concentration plans.   

 
a. Benefits of this message: Students will meet with an advisor if they believe they 

won’t be able to register.  LSA advisors can identify students who are struggling and 
may not be able to declare Communication Studies because they won’t have earned the 
2.7 required GPA in the prerequisite courses.  These students can be referred to a 
concentration advisor and the LSA advisor can discuss alternative concentration with the 
student if they are not admitted to Communication Studies.  Advisors can also warn 
students during this meeting that they should NOT continue to take additional upper-
level Communication Studies courses in hopes of getting into the concentration in the 
senior year just because they have senior standing.  Hopefully this will catch those 
students attempting to “back into” the concentration (those whose GPA is too low for 
admission but continue to take requirements toward the concentration hoping for 
admission because they’ve completed concentration requirements). 
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b. Loopholes to this message: Students who declare a “placeholder” concentration in order 
to have eligibility to play sports, maintain scholarships or take upper-level language 
classes will not receive this message because they are already declared in another 
concentration.  Many of these students declare “placeholder” concentrations even 
though they still intend to pursue Communication Studies.  Realistically there does not 
seem to be a way to prevent these students from continuing on the path to 
Communication Studies even if they will not be admitted.  However, given that these 
students have declared a “placeholder” concentration it is hoped that that concentration 
is the back-up plan if the student is not admitted to Communication Studies.  This issue 
remains a concern for the department because we do see many students in this 
situation. 
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FA 2006 WN 2007 FA 2007 WN 2008 FA 2008 WN 2009 FA 2009 WN 2010 FA 2010 W 2011 FA 2011
LSA Count 194 270 224 279 251 307 255 310 277 339 274
Admitted Students 116 97 108 100 116 102 116 110 126 92 133
Total w/Admits 310 367 332 379 367 409 371 420 403 431 407

Graduated 14 151 14 147 21 179 20 171 23 205

Communication Studies Admissions Trends FA 2006 - WN 2011
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PROPOSAL TO MODIFY AN EXISTING CONCENTRATION/PROGRAM  
 

Department/Unit:   Earth and Environmental Sciences 
Name of Concentration: Earth and Environmental Sciences 
Effective Term:   Winter 2012 
Date Submitted:   9/8/2011 

 

                     Current Requirements Modified Requirements (type “same” if no changes) 

Min # credits  same 

Prereqs  same 

Required 
courses 
(state minimum 
# of credits for 
upper-level 
courses) 

Core courses. Concentrators should take 4 
out of the following 8: EARTH 305, 310, 313, 
314, 315, 321, 325, 351 

Core courses. Concentrators should take 4 out 
of the following 8: EARTH 305, 310, 313, 314, 
315, 331, 325, 351 

Subplans/tracks  same 

Electives/ 
Cognates 

Nine GEOSCI credit hours at the 300 or 
higher level. Earth and Environmental 
Sciences concentrators are required to take 
these additional GEOSCI credit hours at the 
300 or higher level to develop additional 
expertise in a specialization or area of their 
choosing. Students may wish to consider a 
specialization in an area listed in the core 
courses, or create their own specialization in 
consultation with a concentration advisor. 

 

Remaining core courses listed above may be 
elected as well as other department course 
offerings. Students interested in graduate 
school and/or professional employment in the 
geosciences are encouraged to take as many 
400 level courses as possible. 

same 

same 

Advising  same 

Exclusions  same 
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PROPOSAL TO MODIFY AN EXISTING CONCENTRATION/PROGRAM  
 

Department/Unit:   Philosophy 
Name of Concentration: Philosophy 
Effective Term:   Winter 2012 
Date Submitted:   12/6/11 

 
Complete all applicable fields. Also attach revised text for inclusion in LSA Bulletin. 

                     Current Requirements Modified Requirements (type “same” if no changes) 

Min # credits 25, of which 16 must be in residence, including requirement 5a. Same. 

Prereqs Any 100- or 200- level course other than PHIL 180, 201, 296 
(logic courses).  None of these courses counts toward the 
concentration requirements. 

Same. 

Required 
courses 
(state 
minimum # of 
credits for 
upper-level 
courses) 

1. Formal Methods: PHIL 303, 305, 296, 413 or 414. 

2. History of Philosophy: PHIL 388 or PHIL 389 and one 
additional course from among: PHIL 388, 389, 405, 406, 458, 
461, 462, 463, and 492. 

3. Value: Either PHIL 361 (Ethics), 366 (Political Philosophy) 
or 367 (19th c. Social and Political Philosophy). 

4. Mind and Reality: Either PHIL 345 (Language & Mind) or 
383 (Knowledge and Reality), or 381 (Science & Objectivity). 

5. Three additional courses: 

a. Two additional 400-level courses (other than PHIL 419, 455, 
498, or 499). 

b. One additional course at the 300-level or higher. 

1. Same. 

2. History of Philosophy: PHIL 388 or 
PHIL 389 and one additional course from 
among: PHIL 388, 389, 405, 406, 458, 
460, 461, 462, 463, 464, and 492. 

3. Same. 

4. Same. 

5. Same. 

Advising Prospective concentrators, especially Honors students and 
students contemplating graduate work in philosophy, should 
consult a concentration advisor as early as possible in order to 
work out an appropriate, unified program. Appointments are 
scheduled through the on-line scheduling system available on 
the department's web page: www.lsa.umich.edu/philosophy/ 
undergraduate/advisorappointments 

Same. 

Exclusions Students are not permitted to use any course to satisfy more 
than one requirement.  

Same. 

Dept. Honors 
(optional) 

Honors Concentration. Qualified students who are interested 
in an Honors concentration in Philosophy should consult a 
concentration advisor as early as possible. Except in cases 
where special permission is granted, students must have a 
cumulative grade point average of at least 3.4 and a 3.5 
average in completed courses in philosophy in order to be 
eligible for admission. Honors concentrators are required to 
complete 28 (rather than 25) credits in the concentration, 
including PHIL 401 and 498 or 499, which is taken in the 
senior year. Before enrolling in PHIL 498 or 499, students 
must submit a thesis proposal for the department's approval. 
Only students who have written an Honors thesis will be 
considered for graduation with Honors degrees. Students are 
admitted to the Honors concentration at the beginning of the 
junior year (or later) by permission of the Honors concentration 
advisor. 

Same. 

Other No course will count toward the concentration unless the 
student receives a grade of C— or better. 

Same. 
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To: LSA Curriculum Committee 

Date 12/8/11 

RE: Concentration Changes  

 

Please add PSYCH 245 to three concentrations as follows effective W12: 

 

BBCS   Cognitive Psychology Gateway 

BBCS                Elective 

Neuroscience  Group B elective 

Psychology  Biopsychology/Cognitive Breadth Group 

 

Thank you.  

 

Brian Wallace 

Student Administration Manager 

LSA Department of Psychology 

(734) 764-2580 Office 

(734) 615-7584 Fax 
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PROPOSAL TO MODIFY AN EXISTING ACADEMIC MINOR  
 

Department/Unit:   Philosophy 
Name of Concentration: History of Philosophy Minor 
Effective Term:   Winter 2012 
Date Submitted:   12/6/11 

 
Complete all applicable fields. Also attach revised text for inclusion in LSA Bulletin. 

                     Current Requirements Modified Requirements (type “same” if no changes) 

Min # credits 15, 9 in residence. Same. 

Prereqs Any 100- or 200- level course other than 
PHIL 180, 201, 296 (logic courses). 

Same. 

Required 
courses 
(state minimum 
# of credits for 
upper-level 
courses) 

a. Either PHIL 345, 361, 366, 367, or 383 

 
b. PHIL 388 or PHIL 389 
 
 
c. One additional course from: PHIL 388, 
389, 405, 406, 458, 461, 462, and 464. 
 
 
d. One additional course from the above list 
expanded to include:  PHIL 371, 385, 433, 
463, 466, 474, and 492. 

a. Same. 

 
b. Same 

 
 
c. One additional course from: PHIL 388, 389, 
405, 406, 458, 460, 461, 462, and464. 
 
 
d. Same 
 

Other No course will count toward the academic 
minor unless the student receives a grade of 
C- or better. 

At least one course taken to fulfill the minor 
must be at the 400-level, other than formal 
methods (413, 414). 

Same 

 

Same 
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PROPOSAL TO MODIFY AN EXISTING ACADEMIC MINOR  

Department/Unit  Anthropology 
Name of Academic Minor Medical Anthropology 
Effective Term  Winter 2012 
Date of Submission  12/1/2011 
 

                    Current Requirements Modified Requirements (“same” if no changes) 

Min/Max # credits 16 credits minimum same 

Prereqs None, but ANTHRCUL 101 or 222 are 
recommended 

same 

Required 
courses 
(state minimum # 
of credits for 
upper-level 
courses) 

1. ANTHRCUL 344, Medical Anthropology (4 
credit hours). 
 

2. Choose four courses from the following list: 
 

ANTHRCUL 232, Genes, Genealogies, Identities: 
Anthropological Perspectives (4) 
ANTHRCUL 256, Culture, Adaptation and  
Environment (3) 
ANTHRCUL 258, Culture & Medicine (3) 
ANTHRCUL 325/WOMENSTD 324, Childbirth &  
Culture (4) 
ANTHRCUL 327, Critical Theory in Medicine and  
Healing (4) 
ANTHRCUL 352, Anthropology of the Body (3) 
ANTHRCUL 357, Ethnographies of Medical  
Anthropology (3) 
ANTHRBIO 364, Nutrition & Evolution (4) 
CAAS 365/WOMENSTD 365, Global Perspectives on 
Gender, Health, & Reproduction (3) 
CAAS 409/ANTHRCUL 408, Maternal/Child Health & 
Environmental Pollution in Africa (3) 
CAAS 458/WOMENSTD 483, Gender, Poverty, and  
Health (3)  
HISTORY/CAAS/ANTHRCUL 355, Health & Illness in 
African Worlds (3)  
Or a course(s) approved by Undergraduate Advisor 
 
The minor must include at least 2 courses at the 
300-level or above. 

 

1. ANTHRCUL 344, Medical Anthropology (4 
credit hours). 
 

2. Choose four courses from the following list: 
 

ANTHRCUL 232, Genes, Genealogies, Identities: 
Anthropological Perspectives (4) 
ANTHRCUL 256, Culture, Adaptation and  
Environment (3) 
ANTHRCUL 258, Culture & Medicine (3) 
ANTHRCUL 325/WOMENSTD 324, Childbirth &  
Culture (4) 
ANTHRCUL 327, Critical Theory in Medicine and  
Healing (4) 
ANTHRCUL 352, Anthropology of the Body (3) 
ANTHRBIO 364, Nutrition & Evolution (4) 
CAAS 365/WOMENSTD 365, Global Perspectives  
on Gender, Health, & Reproduction (3) 
CAAS 409/ANTHRCUL 408, Maternal/Child Health  
& Environmental Pollution in Africa (3) 
CAAS 458/WOMENSTD 483, Gender, Poverty, and  
Health (3)  
HISTORY/CAAS/ANTHRCUL 355, Health & Illness  
in African Worlds (3)  
WOMENSTD/ANTHRCUL 212/Nursing 225, The  
Global HIV/AIDS Epidemic (4) 
Or a course(s) approved by Undergraduate Advisor 
 
The minor must include at least 2 courses at the 
300-level or above. 

 

Exclusions Not open to students electing the Science, 
Technology & Society academic minor in the 
Residential College. 

same 

Other   
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PROPOSAL TO MODIFY AN EXISTING ACADEMIC MINOR  

Department/Unit  Romance Languages and Literatures 

Name of Academic Minor SPANISH 

Effective Term   Fall 2012 

Date of Submission  December 10, 2011 
 

Complete all applicable fields. Also attach revised text for inclusion in LSA Bulletin. 

Current Requirements Modified Requirements (type “same” if no changes) 

Min # credits 21 same 

Prereqs SPANISH 277.  The prerequisite will be 
waived for Residential College students 
who complete one RCLANG 324 
readings course in Spanish.  Students 
who complete a second RCLANG 324 
course will receive concentration credit 
for a Spanish elective at the 300 level.  
For eligible students, SPANISH 278, 
Spanish for Heritage Language Learners, 
can be substituted for SPANISH 277. 

SPANISH 277 (or 275 & 276). The prerequisite will be 
waived for Residential College students who complete 
one RCLANG 324 readings course in Spanish. 
Students who complete a second and/or a third 
RCLANG 324 course will receive concentration credit 
for a Spanish elective at the 300 level.  For eligible 
students, SPANISH 278, Spanish for Heritage 
Language Learners, can be substituted for SPANISH 
277. 

Required 
courses 
(state 
minimum # of 
credits for 
upper-level 
courses) 

21 credits of courses in SPANISH with 
12 credits (4 courses) introducing the 
field of Hispanic Studies at the 300 
level, and 9 credits (3 courses) pursuing 
more in-depth investigation of literary, 
cultural, or linguistic subjects at the 400 
level. The minor must include two 300-
level literature courses — one of which 
must be selected from SPANISH 320, 
371, 372, 381, or 382 — and one 400-
level literature course. All courses 
included in the academic minor must be 
taught in Spanish.  

same 

Advising Students should consult a concentration 
advisor and develop a balanced program 
of study that includes the cultural 
production of various countries and 
historical periods. 

same 

Exclusions No more than one Independent Study or 
Internship course (3 credits) can be 
included in a minor.   

same 

Other At least 12 of the required 21 credits for 
the academic minor must be taken either 
in residence or through a study-abroad 
program affiliated with the University of 
Michigan. 

same 
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PROPOSAL TO MODIFY AN EXISTING ACADEMIC MINOR  

Department/Unit  Sweetland Center for Writing 

Name of Academic Minor Minor in Writing 

Effective Term   Fall 2012 

Date of Submission  November 16, 2011 
 

Complete all applicable fields. Also attach revised text for inclusion in LSA Bulletin. 

Current Requirements Modified Requirements (type “same” if no changes) 

Min # credits 15 same 

Prereqs Students must have declared a major 
and have satisfied the First-Year Writing 
Requirement with a final grade of B or 
higher. Transfer students who satisfy the 
FYWR with a transfer course approved 
by Sweetland will need to show proof of 
receiving a grade of B or higher. 

none 

Required 
courses 
(state 
minimum # of 
credits for 
upper-level 
courses) 

• SWC 200: New Media Writing 
(3) 

• English 225: Academic 
Argumentation (4), English 229: 
Professional Writing (4), or 
English 325: Art of the Essay (3) 

• Upper-Level Writing 
Requirement Course in 
Concentration  (3-4) 

• Additional Upper-Level Writing 
Requirement Course in 
Concentration or Related Field 
(3-4) 

• SWC 400: Advanced Rhetoric 
and Research (3) 

• WRITING 220:  Introduction to the  Minor in 
Writing (3) 

• Same 

 

 

• Same 

 

• same 

 

• WRITING 400: Advanced Rhetoric and Research 
(3) 

Advising Students will develop their initial course 
plans for the Minor in Writing within the 
context of the gateway course (SWC 
200). Ongoing advising regarding course 
selection for the Minor in Writing will be 
handled by Sweetland Lecturers in 
Sweetland’s Writing Workshop. Students 
will complete their electronic portfolio 
within the context of the capstone course 
(SWC 400). Ongoing advising regarding 
progress-to-degree will be handled by 
Sweetland’s student services staff using 
the student online file and degree audit. 

Students will develop their initial course plans for the 
Minor in Writing within the context of the gateway 
course (WRITING 220). Ongoing advising regarding 
course selection for the Minor in Writing will be handled 
by Sweetland Lecturers. Students will complete their 
electronic portfolio within the context of the capstone 
course (WRITING 400). Ongoing advising regarding 
progress-to-degree will be handled by Sweetland’s 
student services staff using the student online file and 
degree audit. 
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PROPOSAL TO MODIFY AN EXISTING ACADEMIC MINOR  

Department/Unit  Sweetland Center for Writing 

Name of Academic Minor Minor in Writing 

Effective Term   Fall 2012 

Date of Submission  November 16, 2011 
 

Complete all applicable fields. Also attach revised text for inclusion in LSA Bulletin. 

Current Requirements Modified Requirements (type “same” if no changes) 

Min # credits 15 same 

Prereqs Students must have declared a major 
and have satisfied the First-Year Writing 
Requirement with a final grade of B or 
higher. Transfer students who satisfy the 
FYWR with a transfer course approved 
by Sweetland will need to show proof of 
receiving a grade of B or higher. 

none 

Required 
courses 
(state 
minimum # of 
credits for 
upper-level 
courses) 

• SWC 200: New Media Writing 
(3) 

• English 225: Academic 
Argumentation (4), English 229: 
Professional Writing (4), or 
English 325: Art of the Essay (3) 

• Upper-Level Writing 
Requirement Course in 
Concentration  (3-4) 

• Additional Upper-Level Writing 
Requirement Course in 
Concentration or Related Field 
(3-4) 

• SWC 400: Advanced Rhetoric 
and Research (3) 

• WRITING 220:  Introduction to the  Minor in 
Writing (3) 

• Same 

 

 

• Same 

 

• same 

 

• WRITING 400: Advanced Rhetoric and Research 
(3) 

Advising Students will develop their initial course 
plans for the Minor in Writing within the 
context of the gateway course (SWC 
200). Ongoing advising regarding course 
selection for the Minor in Writing will be 
handled by Sweetland Lecturers in 
Sweetland’s Writing Workshop. Students 
will complete their electronic portfolio 
within the context of the capstone course 
(SWC 400). Ongoing advising regarding 
progress-to-degree will be handled by 
Sweetland’s student services staff using 
the student online file and degree audit. 

Students will develop their initial course plans for the 
Minor in Writing within the context of the gateway 
course (WRITING 220). Ongoing advising regarding 
course selection for the Minor in Writing will be handled 
by Sweetland Lecturers. Students will complete their 
electronic portfolio within the context of the capstone 
course (WRITING 400). Ongoing advising regarding 
progress-to-degree will be handled by Sweetland’s 
student services staff using the student online file and 
degree audit. 
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LSA Curriculum Committee 
Course Approval Appendix 

12/13/2011 
 

1. 
New 
Fall 

2012 
 

 

    

ASIAN 396 
Asian Studies Internship Reflection Seminar 
(UG Full 1.0) (Inds) (A-E) (Miranda Brown)  
  
Short Course Description: 
   An independent study for students to analyze their experiences in an Asian Studies internship, 
completed the previous term. Special focus is given to how the experiences of such internships can 
be used to deepen students' understanding of Asian cultures and societies. 
Repeat for Credit? Yes  
 Max Times Crs Can Be Elected: 2 

 Max Total Credits: n/a 

 
Elect More Than Once in Same 
Term? 

No 
 

Assessment: Students will provide periodic feedback on course materials through social 
media (e.g., Twitter or LectureTools), which I will use to gauge their 
understanding and level of engagement on the material. 

 

 

   
2. 

New 
Fall 

2012 
 

 

    

COMM 322 
Faculty Directed Undergraduate Research Practicum 
(UG Full 1.0-3.0, UG Half 1.0-3.0) (Inds) (A-E)  
  
Short Course Description: 
   This research practicum offers an opportunity to apply academic knowledge in mass 
communication or mass media within the context of a research setting. It provides experience and 
education in research techniques by having students conduct research with a faculty member on the 
faculty research projects. In the process, students learn the skills needed to conduct research, 
various research techniques, and the overall experience of analyzing outcomes. This course is 
intended as an intermediate step in the research educational process prior to students’ own 
independently designed research in COMM 442 or honors research under COMM 491/492. 
Repeat for Credit? Yes  
 Max Times Crs Can Be Elected: n/a 

 Max Total Credits: 6 

 
Elect More Than Once in Same 
Term? 

No 
 

Credit Exclusions: Maximum of 3 credits from COMM 322 and/or COMM 441/442 may be used 
toward the Communication Studies concentration requirements. 

 

Permission To 
Enroll: 

Instructor 
 

Assessment: A major pedagogical purpose for this course is to prepare students who are 
interested in research careers to be able to conduct high quality independent or 
collaborative research. Thus, the success of the course can be measured in part 
by the number of participants who move on to conduct independent research 
projects (such as senior theses), who in the future obtain regular positions as 
research assistants, who are evaluated positively when they do obtain such 
research assistant positions, who are accepted into graduate programs with 
research components, and who, in the long run, engage in productive research 
careers. 

 

 

   
3. 

New 
Fall 

2012 
 

 

    

WRITING 220 
Introduction to the Minor in Writing 
(UG Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E)  
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Short Course Description: 
   In this course, students admitted to the Minor in Writing investigate why we write, how we write, 
and how writing shapes us. Through peer review, instructor feedback, blogging, creation of an 
electronic writing portfolio, and other new media forms of writing, students learn to be effective and 
self-reflective writers. 
Repeat for Credit? No   

Permission To 
Enroll: 

Department 
 

Assessment: During at least the first two semesters the course is taught, we plan to conduct 
entrance and exit surveys as well as interviews and/or focus groups with the 
students to assist in course development. We will conduct midterm assessments 
each term. Student end-of-course ratings will provide additional and ongoing 
information about the success of the courses. In addition, the electronic 
portfolios students develop within the Minor will provide a built-in means of 
evaluation over the life of the course.  

 

 

   
4. 

Mod 
Winter 

2012 
 

 

    

CLCIV 126 
From Humanitas to Humanities 
(UG Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E)  
  

MODIFICATION FROM TO 

Short Course 
Descr  

We examine the historical roots of the 
deceptively familiar word "humanities" 
by reading Terence's Self-Tormentor, 
Cicero's speech in defense of the poet 
Archias, followed by medieval and 
Renaissance writings that reveal both 
the shaping of the educational 
concept behind the Latin word 
humanitas and the role of the 
humanities throughout the ages.  

We examine the historical roots of the 
deceptively familiar word "humanities" 
by reading Terence's Self-Tormentor, 
Cicero's speech in defense of the poet 
Archias, followed by medieval and 
Renaissance writings that reveal both 
the shaping of the educational 
concept behind the Latin word 
humanitas and the role of the 
humanities throughout the ages.  

Credits  UG Full 3.0  UG Full 1.0  

Components-
Hours  

SEM-3  LEC-1  

Graded 
Component  

SEM  LEC  

Meets Distr Req    HU  
 

 

   
5. 

Mod 
Winter 

2012 
 

 

    

CMPLXSYS 399 
Independent Study-Directed Readings 
(UG Full 2.0, UG Half 2.0) (Regular) (A-E)  
  

MODIFICATION FROM TO 

Elect More Than 
Once in Same 
Term?  

No  Yes  

 

 

   
6. 

Mod 
Fall 

2012 
 

 

    

HISTORY 110 / MEMS 110 
Medieval, Renaissance, and Reformation Europe 
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (varies)  
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MODIFICATION FROM TO 

Home Course  HISTORY 110  HISTORY 209  

Cross-Listing  MEMS 110  MEMS 209  

Course Title  Medieval, Renaissance, and 
Reformation Europe  

The West in the World: 300-1700  

Transcript Title  Med,Ren,Ref Euro  The West in the Wrld  

Time Sched Title  Med,Ren,Ref Europe  The West in the Wrld  
 

 

   
7. 

Mod 
Fall 

2012 
 

 

    

HISTORY 210 / MEMS 210 
Early Middle Ages, 300-1100 
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E)  
  

MODIFICATION FROM TO 

Course Title  Early Middle Ages, 300-1100  The Origins of Europe I  

Transcript Title  Early Mid Ages  Origins of Europe I  

Time Sched Title  Early Mid Ages  Origins of Europe I  

Components-
Hours  

LEC, DIS, REC  LEC, DIS  

Graded 
Component  

LEC  DIS  

 

 

   
8. 

Mod 
Fall 

2012 
 

 

    

HISTORY 211 / MEMS 211 
Later Middle Ages, 1100-1500 
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) (varies)  
  

MODIFICATION FROM TO 

Course Title  Later Middle Ages, 1100-1500  The Origins of Europe II  

Transcript Title  Later Mid Ages  Origins of Europe II  

Time Sched Title  Later Mid Ages  Origins of Europe II  

Graded 
Component  

LEC  DIS  
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