
 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 

TO:  Members of the LSA Executive Committee 
FROM:  Pam Rinker 
DATE:  December 7, 2011 
SUBJECT:  Curriculum Committee Course Approval Actions 

December 6, 2011 
 

1. The recommendations of the R&E Subcommittee were accepted. 1 

2. Changes to the Communication Studies admissions process were deferred 
pending further discussion next week 

4 

3. Modifications to the Drama and Spanish concentrations were approved. 10 

4. Modifications to the Academic Minor in Writing were approved.        16 
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RACE & ETHNICITY SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT  
LSA CURRICULUM COMMITTEE 

December 6, 2011 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
The R&E Subcommittee recommends the following actions regarding R&E proposals: 
 
APPROVED 
New /Topic  
 

1. HISTORY 103. Introduction to Religion: From Rastafari to the Sun Dance. Paul C. Johnson. W12 
Religion, race, and ethnicity all work as metalanguages, in which multiple aspects of life are gathered and 
bound in relation to transcendent sources of authority: ways of speaking, style, dress-codes, morality, ideas 
of the social, aspired-to futures, real and invented pasts, gender, and so on. Religion and ethnicity are 
similarly often joined together: "Irish Catholic," for example; or, differently, Jewish identity which draws 
on both ethnic and religious forms of association. The idea of "binding" or bundling otherwise disparate 
domains of human life is common to both religions and racialism. The earliest etymology of religion is 
probably from the Latin re-ligare, "to bind back," as used by Lactantius and Servius. Theories of race, 
similarly, whether ideologically developed ones or ones applied informally by individuals in everyday life, 
bundle otherwise disparate qualities of appearance and moral or intellectual capacity. Both are oracular 
genres in the sense of that they are used by outsiders as a way to read what is hidden, through muffled 
codes of what can be heard or seen. Religion, race and ethnicity are common bedfellows not only in shared 
interests in issues origins, purity of transmission, or authenticity, but also in the oracular genre of 
discerning truth.  

 
APPROVED 
Recert / Blanket  
 

2. AAPTIS 331. Introduction to Arab Culture: Race, Ethnicity, and Gender Issues. Raji M. Rammuny. W12 
This course offers a general mosaic survey of the historical, literary, social, religious, cultural, 
and artistic aspects of the modern Arab world. Special attention will be given to the role of the 
past and of social change, and to identifying bias in academic and critical works as well as in 
popular media. Course discussion and writing assignments will aim to frame and discuss 
questions on identity, ethnicity and gender as drawing on a variety of material, including 
anthropological studies, literature and literary criticism, historiography, art criticism, and film. 

 
3. FRENCH 363. Caribbean Studies: Métissage, Gender, and Identity in the Caribbean. Jarrod 

Hayes. W12. 
Many Caribbean theorists have used the concept of métissage (racial mixing) to describe not only 
Caribbean racial identity but also the cultural and historical trends that came/come together in the 
Caribbean to produce Caribbean identities and societies. In this course we shall examine the themes of 
cross-racial and cross-cultural desire as metaphors and/or allegories of identity as a form of métissage in 
literary, political, and other cultural discourses. Whereas many discussions of métissage often take a 
celebratory tone, we shall consider the beginnings of métissage as a practice forced on slaves brought to 
the Caribbean from Africa, a practice whose weight remains present in contemporary literature. We shall 
also consider the positive possibilities of a politics of identity as métissage in contrast with an identity 
politics of purity, which might define communities through exclusion. 
 

4. GERMAN 464. Postwar German Ethnicities in Literature and Culture. Kader Konuk. W12. 
What defines “Germanness”? What defines “ethnicity”? The beginning of labor migration from 
southern European countries to West Germany in the late 1950s permanently changed the country's 
cultural landscape. Immigrants were first given a temporary place at the margins of German society and 
not integrated into mainstream society. Today, however, approximately ten percent of Germany's 
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population has a migrant background. One of the goals of this course is to study the relationship 
between center and periphery in Germany and to discuss concepts of assimilation, integration, and 
multiculturalism. This seminar pursues questions concerning the nexus between nation, race, ethnicity, 
gender, sexuality, class, and religion in postwar Germany. While studying the cultural history of 
specific ethnic groups, students learn how the nature of German culture has changed through migration 
and exile. 
 

5. HISTORY/ASIAN STUDIES 207. Introduction to Southeast Asian History. Victor Lieberman. W11. 
Southeast Asia is one of the world's most culturally and ethnically diverse regions, home to Buddhist, 
Muslim, Confucian, and Christian civilizations. It boasts ancient monuments of surpassing grandeur and 
symbolic complexity. It was the scene of the bloodiest conflict since 1945, the Vietnam War. Today it 
boasts one of the world's fastest growing regional economies. Moreover, Southeast Asian political history 
reflects patterns characteristic of much of Asia, Africa, and the Mideast, and thus offers insights into 
Third World development in general. This course offers an introduction to Southeast Asian history from 
the earliest civilizations, through the colonial conquest and the struggle for independence, to the 
contemporary political and economic scene. We will discuss race, ethnicity, intolerance, and 
discrimination in the context of that peculiar phenomenon known as the "plural society"—a 
system of racially-defined economic and social segregation: whites occupied the highest rungs 
of business and administration, Eurasians filled lesser positions, alien Asians (chiefly Chinese 
and Indians) filled a variety of intermediary commercial and plantation labor roles; while 
indigenes served as cash crop producers and urban laborers. 
 

 
6. HISTORY 240. The World Since 1492. Douglas Northrop. W11. 

This course explores the last 500 years of world history. To examine this large expanse of time during one 
semester, we must of course choose what to study (and thus what to omit). The intent is to highlight major 
trends in world history—interregional connections, transnational developments, and wider patterns 
characterizing human societies in different parts of the world—rather than to trace narrative histories of 
any specific culture. Indeed, one of our major themes is that rarely (if ever) have any "specific" cultures 
existed in isolation. With this in mind we will consider various encounters and exchanges within, 
between, and among different societies and cultures around the world. We also focus on questions of 
personal and communal identity, and consider how the borders between groups have been defined, what 
they meant to all sides, and how they changed through time. Such intercultural interactions often 
transformed both sides, usually in unexpected ways. This was true even if they took place in the context 
of radically unequal power relationships, or even if they took the form of violence along racial, ethnic, 
class, religious-cultural, or political lines. Even then such encounters had complex effects, resulting in the 
mutual shaping (and reshaping) of both majority and minority cultures, yielding changes in both dominant 
and subordinate participants. The course thus aims to bridge artificial divisions and constructed 
boundaries between societies, states, and regions, pointing out wherever possible the connections between 
cultures in a complex world and showing that none are hermetically sealed. 

 
7. WOMENSTD/NURSING 220. Perspectives in Women’s Health. Lisa Kane Low and Joanne 

Montino Baily. W12. 
This course presents women's health issues from a feminist perspective. The focus is on U.S. based 
women’s health issues broadly, with special focus on what has been left of the mainstream dialogue on 
health and disease. This course focuses on the constructions of gender and health and their intersections 
of social/ racial/ ethnic and political aspects. A fundamental theme carried throughout the course is 
heterogeneity of experience based on race/class/gender/nation status contrasted with mainstream 
assumptions of homogeneity. As such/ discussion of race and ethnicity are major focus of lecture 
material, readings and discussion section topics. As noted in the annotated syllabus, every health theme 
presented in lecture is accompanied by reading intended to both complement and challenge information 
presented in lecture. Readings that focus on particular racial/Ethnic groups of women are carefully 
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selected and included. At the beginning of the course (either the second or third week of the semester) the 
entire lecture and readings are focused on the dynamics of difference in women’s health and this core 
lecture and reading content is intended to be incorporated throughout subsequent material. Writing 
assignments are specifically worded and graded to encourage critical analysis of course material and 
individual research topics with specific attention to intersections of race/class/gender and their impact on 
health of specific racial/ethnic groups of women.  

 
DEFERRED  
New / Blanket  
 

8. HISTORY 309. After Alexander: The Hellenistic Age in the Mediterranean and the Near East. Ian 
Moyer. F12. 
This course frames the Hellenistic period in the Near East and Mediterranean as a field of ancient history 
that has resonances for a modem world still living with the legacies of colonialism and imperialism and 
adjusting to globalization. In particular, the historical interactions between different cultures and 
ethnicities in the Hellenistic period require students and instructor alike to reflect on modern categories of 
ethnicity and race and how they can be used to interpret ancient evidence. In ten years (334-324 BCE), 
Alexander conquered a vast region extending from his homeland in Macedonia south to Egypt, and East 
as far as modem Pakistan. The large kingdoms that his successors established consisted, in two important 
cases (Ptolemaic Egypt and Seleucid Asia), of a Graeco-Macedonian dynasty ruling over non-Greek 
peoples. These kingdoms, as well as their integration into a broad trans-regional system of contacts and 
exchanges connecting Europe, Africa, and Asia, created unprecedented possibilities for interactions and 
encounters between different peoples. Changing modern concepts of race and ethnicity over the last 150 
years have shaped the understanding of these encounters in historical scholarship. The sources and the 
historiography of this period therefore provide a fascinating basis for exploring categories of race and 
ethnicity, and how they have manifested themselves in instances of intolerance and inequality both in 
ancient and modern history. 
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 The University of Michigan 
 Department of Communication Studies 
 5370 North Quad • 105 South State 
 Ann Arbor, MI 48109-1285  
 734 764-0420 • fax 734 764-3288  
 COMM.studies.dept@umich.edu  

www.lsa.umich.edu/COMM 
 
 
 
November 11, 2011 
 
To: Phil Deloria, Associate Dean for Undergraduate Education 
        LS&A Curriculum Committee 
 
From:   Susan Douglas, Chair 
             Department of Communication Studies 
 
Re:   Change in Application Process for Admission to Communication Studies Concentration 
 
Dear Colleagues: 
 
At its faculty meeting on November 4, and on the recommendation of the Department’s Executive 
Committee, which also serves as the department’s undergraduate admissions committee, the faculty voted to 
return to our previous admissions process, approved by the LS&A Curriculum Committee during the 2001-02 
academic year, and in place until 2005, when we went to an application process that required students to write 
an essay and submit their transcript to apply.  More background on this is provided below. 
 
We continue to need to restrict access to our concentration so that we can adequately serve those students we 
do admit, by having enough spaces in our classes so they can graduate, and enough advising support for them.  
Despite the existing restrictions, our concentration continues to grow, and we can handle mild growth, but not 
much more, as we are currently at 14.75 CFFTE.  Our unit currently has, in the college, one of the highest 
levels of Bachelor’s Degrees produced by Authorized Tenure Track FTE (15.27/FTE), and one of the highest 
levels of Student Credit Hours per Authorized Tenure Track FTE (458).  We have one of the strongest records 
in the college of having tenured and tenure track faculty teaching our introductory courses and service courses 
in general.  And with 14.75 CFFTE we are about to graduate a record 238 students this spring.  (See attached 
data and graph for information on our rising enrollments.) 
 
 
We propose that the new requirements for admission to the concentration will be: 
 
1. To declare Communication Studies as a concentration, the student must have completed COMM 111 

for credit and COMM 101, 102 and 211 with a grade of C- or higher in each course.   
2. The student's average grade point in these three courses must be at least 2.7 (32.4 honor points). 
3. If a student does not meet these criteria, he or she will not be admitted into the concentration.  However, 

if s/he so desires, s/he may retake one prerequisite course (in accord with LSA policies), and if the 
student meets the criteria above with the new grade s/he earns in the course replacing the old grade, s/he 
may declare a Communication Studies concentration.  

4. These admission criteria will take effect Fall 2012. 
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Background 
 
The above policy was approved by the Curriculum Committee and remained in place until 2005.  In 2003-04 
we submitted a proposal to the Committee that we go to an application process, in which anyone wanting to 
concentrate in Communication Studies would have to complete the prerequisites listed above and write an 
essay stating why they wanted to be admitted to the program.  Our rational at the time was that we hoped such 
an admissions process would be even more rigorous and, yet, at the same time allow us some discretion in 
admitting students who maybe had had a tough first year and then recovered, or had other mitigating 
circumstances.  In 2008 we requested a modification to the process, which was approved, that those applicants 
with a 3.0 GPA in the Communication Studies prerequisites and a 3.0 overall not be required to write the 
essay, as those were very strong students and were being admitted.  (They did still have to apply, but simply 
filled out an application form accompanied by a copy of their transcript.)  Those with a GPA between 2.5 and 
2.9 in our prerequisites had to write an essay, and while those with a GPA below 2.5 were not barred from 
applying, they were strongly discouraged from doing so, as the application form stated they would likely not 
be admitted. 
 
Recently we conducted a review of the application process over the past 5 years.  We have discovered that the 
application process has not been as successful as we had anticipated in controlling the number of 
concentrators and in fact has not been as effective as our previous declaration process of requiring the 
students to complete the four prerequisites with at least a 2.7 grade point average in the courses.  Additionally 
the application process has been difficult for students and advisers to understand and has led to a complicated 
system that lacks transparency in spite of our efforts to provide specific and detailed information in our 
application materials.  Further, the application process has proved to be overly burdensome on our faculty 
who sit on the admissions committee to review the number of applications we receive each term.   
 
One now very serious unintended consequence of the current admissions process is that a small subset of 
students with very low grades in our prerequisite courses simply continue to take our upper-level courses, and 
then apply for admission in their senior year thinking that we will have no choice but to admit them because 
they have nearly completed the concentration.  Some of these students do not come to see any concentration 
adviser to get advice about the advisability of such a course of action, and some may be getting misleading 
advice.  This past fall we experienced a 33 percent jump in applications (from an average of around 110-120 
applications each term to 165 applications this fall alone), and our faculty can’t possibly handle such a jump.  
Thus, while we still admitted approximately 80 percent of those who applied, and indeed admitted a record 
number of students, we rejected 31 students with low GPAs.  Of these, 8 were seniors with very low GPAs in 
our prerequisite courses.  This is an unacceptable situation for these students, for us and for the college that 
must be avoided in the future.  If we had our previous policy in place, these students would have known much 
earlier that concentrating in Communication Studies was not an option and would have developed another 
concentration plan.  None of these seniors, rejected from our program, would have been admitted under the 
preexisting policy.  Indeed, our data now show that sticking with the 2.7 prerequisite GPA cut off would have 
been more rigorous, more efficient and more straightforward than the current application process. 
 
Thus, we request that you approve our proposal to return to the previous GPA-based selection method which 
is more straightforward and transparent for students, and provides a quicker way for them to declare once they 
have finished the prerequisite courses with the requisite grades.  We also request that, if possible, the 
Committee seek to expedite this request so we can implement it by the Fall of 2012 to avoid any future 
situations such as the one we experienced this fall. 
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Transition to the new process: 
 
If the Committee approves our request we will announce this to every student taking classes in 
Communication Studies in January 2012, prior to the February 1, 2012 deadline for admission 
applications.  If students have completed the prerequisite classes but have not yet applied for admission, this 
would be their one and only chance to submit an application for admission.   If a student with a 2.7 or higher 
GPA in the prerequisites applies for the concentration, s/he will likely be admitted, depending on how 
competitive the pool is, and also on the quality of the essay, in accordance with our current policies. If a 
student is below the 2.7 in the prerequisite courses, we will notify him/her that our last application period is in 
February 2012 and the criteria for admission will be based on the three measures we currently employ – 
overall grade point average, grade point average in the Communication Studies courses and content of the 
application statement (essay).    
 
Students who are finishing prerequisite courses in W’12 and are not eligible to apply for admission during the 
February application period will be told that they will need at least a 2.7 grade point average (32.4 honor 
points) in the prerequisite courses to be admitted to the program given the increased competitiveness and 
demand for the concentration.  If we are able to announce the new declaration requirements prior to the 
drop/add deadline in January (Tuesday, January 24, 2012), then students could drop whatever outstanding 
COMM prerequisite courses they are taking in Winter term if they know that their grade point average in the 
completed prerequisites is too low for admission. 
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PROPOSAL TO MODIFY AN EXISTING CONCENTRATION/PROGRAM  
Department/Unit:   Department of Communication Studies 
Name of Concentration: Communication Studies 
Effective Term:   Fall 2012  
Date Submitted:   November 11, 2011 

                     Current Requirements Modified Requirements (type “same” if no changes) 

Min # credits 29 credits same 

Prereqs COMM 101, 102, 111, 211 same 

Required 
courses 
(state minimum 
# of credits for 
upper-level 
courses) 

COMM 351 or 371 

COMM 361 or 381 

15 additional upper-level COMM elective 
credits, at least 8 at 400-level 

same 

Subplans/tracks None None 

Electives/ 
Cognates 

6 approved upper-level (300-400) cognate 
credits in one other department. 

Same 

Advising Advising appointments are scheduled online. Same 

Exclusions In person concentration advising appointment 
required for declaration. 

In person concentration declaration appointment 
required. 

Dept. Honors 
(optional) 

COMM 491 and COMM 492 Same 

Other Students must apply for admission to declare 
the concentration after completion of the 4 
prerequisite courses.  Applications are accepted 
twice per year, once in the fall and once in the 
winter terms.  Students must complete COMM 
111 for credit and COMM 101, 102 & 211 each 
with a grade of C- or higher.  Admission 
decisions are based on grade point average in 
the prerequisite courses, overall grade point 
average, and the applicant’s personal 
statement. 

Students with grade point average of 3.0 or 
above overall and in Communication Studies will 
likely be admitted.  The application form and 
official transcript is required but the personal 
statement is not needed.  Students with grade 
point averages of 2.5 to 2.9 overall and/or in 
Communication Studies are required to submit 
an application statement along with the 
application form and official transcript. Students 
with grade point averages below 2.5 overall or in 
Communication Studies are not likely to be 
admitted.  

COMM 101, 102 and 111 require freshman or 
sophomore standing. COMM 101 or COMM 102 
must be completed with a C- grade or better 
prior to enrollment in COMM 211. Transfer 
credit is not accepted for any prerequisite 
course. 

To declare the concentration students must have 
completed COMM 111 for credit and COMM 
101, 102 & 211 each with a grade of C- or 
higher.  The student’s average grade point in the 
three graded prerequisite courses must be at 
least a 2.7 (32.4 honor points).  Official grades of 
all prerequisite courses must be recorded on the 
student’s transcript before the student can 
declare the concentration. 

If a student does not meet these criteria, he or 
she will not be admitted into the concentration.  
However, if s/he so desires, s/he may retake one 
prerequisite course (in accord with LSA policies), 
and if the student meets the criteria above with 
the new grade s/he earns in the course replacing 
the old grade, s/he may declare a 
Communication Studies concentration. 

COMM 101, 102 and 111 require freshman or 
sophomore standing.  COMM 101 or COMM 102 
must be completed with a C- grade or higher 
prior to enrollment in COMM 211.  Transfer 
credit is not accepted for any prerequisite 
course. 

Students are strongly encouraged to declare the 
concentration prior to the senior year. 
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F06 W07 F07 W08 F08 W09 F09 W10 F10 W11 F11

LSA Count 194 270 224 279 251 307 255 310 277 339 274

Admitted Students 116 97 108 100 116 102 116 110 126 92 133

Total w/Admits 310 367 332 379 367 409 371 420 403 431 407

@3.0 Cutoff 223 264 239 273 264 294 267 302 290.16

Graduated 14 151 14 147 21 179 20 171 23 205

Communication Studies Admissions Trends FA 2006 - WN 2011
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Communication Studies 
Proposed Language for the 2012-2013 LSA Bulletin 

 
 
Prerequisites and Declaration Process (effective Fall 2012): 
To declare the concentration students must have completed COMM 111 for credit and COMM
101, 102 & 211 each with a grade of C- or higher.  The student’s average grade point in the 
three graded prerequisite courses must be at least a 2.7 (32.4 honor points).  Official grades of 
all prerequisite courses must be recorded on the student’s transcript before the student 
can declare the concentration. 
If a student does not meet these criteria, he or she will not be admitted into the concentration.  
However, if s/he so desires, s/he may retake one prerequisite course (in accord with LSA 
policies), and if the student meets the criteria above with the new grade s/he earns in the course 
replacing the old grade, s/he may declare a Communication Studies concentration. 

COMM 101, 102 and 111 require freshman or sophomore standing.  COMM 101 or COMM 102 
must be completed with a C- grade or higher prior to enrollment in COMM 211.  Transfer credit 
is not accepted for any prerequisite course. 

Students are strongly encouraged to declare the concentration prior to the senior year. 
 
An in-person concentration declaration appointment is required for students to declare a 
Communication Studies concentration.  Students cannot declare by email, phone or fax.   
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PROPOSAL TO MODIFY AN EXISTING CONCENTRATION/PROGRAM 

 
 

Department/Unit: Residential College 
Name of Concentration: Drama 
Effective Term: WN12 
Date Submitted: 11/15/11 

 Current Requirements Modified Requirements (type “same” if no changes) 

Min # cr 34 35 

Prereqs RCHUMS 280 None 

Required courses 
(state minimum # 
of cr for upper- 
level courses) 

Middle Sequence: 
 

RCHUMS 282 
(4);THTREMUS 321(3) 
and 
322 (3) 

 

Four courses from 
the following: 

 

RCHUMS 383;  
RCHUMS386: 
RCHUMS 387: 
RCHUMS 389; 
RCHUMS 390 (4 cr) 

Senior Sequence: 

RCHUMS 480 (4); 
RCHUMS 481 (4) 

THTREMUS 321(3) and 322 (3) 
 

Two courses in the fundamentals of acting and script analysis – one 
from the RC and one from Department of Theater and Drama (total 
of 7 cr): 

 
RCHUMS 281 – Intro to Comedy and Tragedy (4 cr) 

OR 
RCHUMS 282 – Actor and Text (4 cr) 

AND 
THTREMUS 101 – Intro to Acting (3 cr) 

OR 
THTREMUS 110 – Acting for the Camera (3 cr) 

OR 
THTREMUS 102 – Intro to Acting (3 cr) [only if RCHUMS 281 or 
282 has been completed] 

 
Senior Capstone: RCHUMS 481 (4 cr) 

Subplans/tracks None 6 total courses, with at least two in each category, for a total of  
     at least 18 credits: 
 
Category One: Actor and Text  
 
RCHUMS 389 – The Modern Theater (4 cr) 
RCHUMS 383 – Ibsen and Strindberg (4 cr) 
RCHUMS 387 – Renaissance Drama (4 cr) 
RCHUMS 390 – Period and Place Drama (4 cr) 
RCHUMS 483  - Environmental Theater Production 
Workshop in the Arboretum (2-4 cr) 
RCHUMS 485 Special Drama Topics (1-2 cr) 
THTREMUS 233 – Acting in the Black Experience (3 cr) 
THTREMUS 323/ENGLISH 349 – American Theater & Drama (3 cr) 
THTREMUS 327/ENGLISH 327 – American Theater & Drama (3 cr) 

 
Category Two: Design and Production  
THTREMUS 241 – Directing I (3 cr) 

RCHUMS 482 – Director and Text (4 cr)  

THTREMUS 227 – Introduction to Playwriting (3 cr) 

THTREMUS 429 – Playwriting in Production (3 cr) 

THTREMUS 240 – Introduction to Design (3 cr) 

THTREMUS 250 – Introduction to Technical Theater Practice (3 cr) 

THTREMUS 251 – Production Practicum (3 cr) 
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Electives/ 

Cognates 

4 courses from 
the following: 

 

RCHUMS 380 
 

RCHUMS 381 
 

RCHUMS 385 
 

RCHUMS 386 
 

RCHUMS 387 
 

RCHUMS 389 
 

RCHUMS 390 (4 cr) 

 

NONE 

  
Advising 

 

RC Drama Advisor 
 

same 
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October 25, 2011 

 

Rationale for the Proposed Changes to the Spanish Concentration: 

 

Following our external review, the Spanish Curriculum Committee conducted a self-study of our current 
course offerings and concentration requirements.   As recommended by external reviewers, we are 
introducing some changes to our concentration that will provide our students with multiple paths to 
complete the Spanish program at Michigan: 

 

• After a thorough study of peer institutions and the “clusters” and “tracks” concentration models 
employed by other UM departments (i.e., English, Psychology), we have identified in our curricular 
offerings four broad areas of specialization to help students navigate the wide range of courses offered 
by our faculty.  We encourage students to develop a program of study in accordance with their interests 
and career plans and in consultation with an advisor.  On the Spanish-RLL website, we will provide 
additional information about the courses in each area of specialization. We will use our website and 
concentrators email list to constantly update students about new courses relating to each area of 
specialization.  

 

• To allow our students greater flexibility in choosing courses from these areas of specialization, 
we have eliminated the literature requirement.  Most of our courses are "integrative," in that they 
include the analysis of literary texts along with other forms of cultural production.  Our external 
reviewers recommended that we further develop an integrative approach throughout our curriculum.  
Therefore, we feel there is no longer a need to make literature an enforced requirement.   

 

• During this academic year, we will be submitting CARFs for new courses that relate more 
directly to the abovementioned areas of specializations: for instance, “Visual Culture in the Hispanic 
World,” “Topics in Material Culture,” “Introduction to Bilingualism,” “History, Development, and 
Urbanization,” “Multilingual Spain,”  “Human Rights in the Hispanic World,” “Culture and Histories of 
Violence in the Hispanic World”.   Versions of some of these courses have already been taught under our 
“special topics” rubrics.   By creating new course numbers for them, we will be able to provide our 
students with a wider selection of integrative courses for each area of specialization. 
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PROPOSAL TO MODIFY AN EXISTING CONCENTRATION/PROGRAM  
 

Department/Unit:   Romance Languages & Literatures 
Name of Concentration: Spanish 
Effective Term:   Fall 2012 
Date Submitted:   October 26, 2011 

 
                     Current Requirements Modified Requirements (type “same” if no changes) 

Min # credits 30 same 

Prereqs SPANISH 277 (or 275 & 276).  The 
prerequisite will be waived for Residential 
College students who complete one RCLANG 
324 readings course in Spanish. Students 
who complete a second RCLANG 324 course 
will receive concentration credit for a Spanish 
elective at the 300 level. For eligible students, 
SPANISH 278, Spanish for Heritage 
Language Learners, can be substituted for 
SPANISH 277. 

same 

Required 
courses 
(state minimum 
# of credits for 
upper-level 
courses) 

A minimum of 30 approved credits beyond the 
prerequisite, including: 

 

•12 to 15 credits chosen from courses 
numbered 279 to 399 

•15 to 18 credits chosen at the 400 level 

Specific course selections must include four 
literature courses. Other courses, or 
"electives in Spanish," may be selected in 
Hispanic culture, linguistics, and film. 
Approved courses in other fields, if taught in 
Spanish, may also count as electives in 
Spanish (such courses are typically taken 
abroad). One approved, optional cognate 
course (3 credits), taught in English in the 
area of Hispanic studies, is allowed. No more 
than one Independent Study or Internship 
course (3 credits) can be included in a 
concentration.  Students should consult a 
concentration advisor and develop a balanced 
program of study that includes the cultural 
production of various countries and historical 
periods. 

Residence Requirement:  A minimum of 15 of 
the required 30 credits for the concentration 
must be taken either in residence or through a 
study-abroad program affiliated with the 
University of Michigan. 

A minimum of 30 approved credits beyond the 
prerequisite, including: 

• 12 to 15 credits chosen from Spanish 
courses numbered 279 to 399 

• 15 to 18 credits chosen from Spanish 
courses at the 400 level 

Approved courses in other fields, if taught in 
Spanish, may also count towards the 
concentration (for example, "Language Across 
the Curriculum Courses" at UM, and courses 
taken abroad).  One approved cognate course (3 
credits), taught in English in the area of Hispanic 
studies is allowed.  No more than one 
Independent Study or Internship course (3 
credits) can be included in a concentration.  
Students are encouraged to develop a balanced 
program of study that addresses the cultural 
production of various countries and historical 
periods. 

 

 

 

Residence Requirement:  A minimum of 15 of 
the required 30 credits for the concentration 
must be taken either in residence or through a 
study-abroad program affiliated with the 
University of Michigan.   

Electives/ 
Cognates 
(optional) 

One approved, optional cognate course (3 
credits), taught in English in the area of 
Hispanic studies, is allowed. 

same 
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Advising Advising appointments are scheduled at the 
department office, 4108 Modern Languages 
Building, (734) 764-5344. 

same 

Exclusions No more than one Independent Study or 
Internship course (3 credits) can be included 
in a concentration.   

same 

Dept. Honors 
(optional) 

Honors Concentration:  Qualified students 
holding a cumulative GPA of 3.5 and a 
Spanish concentration GPA of 3.7 may apply 
to the Honors program in Spanish at the 
beginning of the junior year. To apply 
students must fill out an application available 
on the department website at 
www.lsa.umich.edu/rll/concminors/sphonors.h
tml, and submit a copy of their transcript, a 
one-page statement of purpose, and a 
sample essay in Spanish. After reviewing the 
materials, the Honors advisor will interview 
the applicant to discuss his/her interests and 
objectives. To graduate with an Honors 
concentration, a student must complete the 
normal concentration requirements in Spanish 
along with the following requirements: 

1. One additional course in SPANISH (3 
credits) at the 400 level. 

2. Composition of a thesis in Spanish (a 
minimum of 40 pages). The thesis may 
consist of a critical study relating to 
Hispanic literature/culture, a creative 
writing project, or a multi-media project (in 
which case the page requirement may not 
apply). The research, planning, and 
execution will take place during two 
academic terms. After choosing a faculty 
member to direct the thesis, the student 
will enroll in SPANISH 490 and begin 
researching and drafting the thesis. By the 
end of the term in which the student elects 
SPANISH 490, the student will submit for 
a grade a complete bibliography and a 
prospectus. In the following academic 
term the student will enroll in SPANISH 
491 and complete the thesis. SPANISH 
490 and 491 will count within the seven 
course sequence of 400-level courses for 
the Honors degree. 

3. A presentation and discussion of the 
thesis with the director and one or two 
other faculty members at the end of the 
term in which the student elects SPANISH 
491. The Honors student has the option of 
inviting other students to the event. 

same 
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Other  A concentration in Spanish allows students 

considerable flexibility in developing a program 
of study leading to competence in the language 
and a broad knowledge of Hispanic cultures and 
literatures.  Course offerings are grouped into 
four clusters from which students will select a 
program of study based on their interests and 
career plans: 

• Hispanic Communities: For students 
interested in acquiring a broad knowledge 
of the diverse societies and cultures in the 
Spanish-speaking world.  Included in this 
cluster are courses on culture, literature, 
and cinema throughout Spain and Latin 
America, as well as community service and 
internship courses. 

• Communication and Thought: For 
students who wish to focus on language, 
linguistics, translation, communication in 
literature and other media, as well as the 
relationships between language, religion, 
society, and politics. 

• Power, Politics, and Cultural Production: 
For students interested in political and 
economic issues in the Spanish-speaking 
world, as expressed in film, literature, and 
music, historically and in the present-day. 

• Race and Gender: For students who wish 
to explore issues of gender and race among 
the diverse cultures of the Spanish-
speaking world. 

In selecting courses for a given area of 
specialization, students should refer to the RLL 
website and discuss their interests with a 
concentration advisor. No specific courses are 
required, nor is it necessary to declare an area of 
specialization. 
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PROPOSAL TO MODIFY AN EXISTING ACADEMIC MINOR  

Department/Unit  Sweetland Center for Writing 

Name of Academic Minor Minor in Writing 

Effective Term   Fall 2012 

Date of Submission  November 16, 2011 
 

Complete all applicable fields. Also attach revised text for inclusion in LSA Bulletin. 

Current Requirements Modified Requirements (type “same” if no changes) 

Min # credits 15 same 

Prereqs Students must have declared a major 
and have satisfied the First-Year Writing 
Requirement with a final grade of B or 
higher. Transfer students who satisfy the 
FYWR with a transfer course approved 
by Sweetland will need to show proof of 
receiving a grade of B or higher. 

none 

Required 
courses 
(state 
minimum # of 
credits for 
upper-level 
courses) 

• SWC 200: New Media Writing 
(3) 

• English 225: Academic 
Argumentation (4), English 229: 
Professional Writing (4), or 
English 325: Art of the Essay (3) 

• Upper-Level Writing 
Requirement Course in 
Concentration  (3-4) 

• Additional Upper-Level Writing 
Requirement Course in 
Concentration or Related Field 
(3-4) 

• SWC 400: Advanced Rhetoric 
and Research (3) 

• WRITING 220:  Introduction to the  Minor in 
Writing (3) 

• Same 

 

 

• Same 

 

• same 

 

• WRITING 400: Advanced Rhetoric and Research 
(3) 

Advising Students will develop their initial course 
plans for the Minor in Writing within the 
context of the gateway course (SWC 
200). Ongoing advising regarding course 
selection for the Minor in Writing will be 
handled by Sweetland Lecturers in 
Sweetland’s Writing Workshop. Students 
will complete their electronic portfolio 
within the context of the capstone course 
(SWC 400). Ongoing advising regarding 
progress-to-degree will be handled by 
Sweetland’s student services staff using 
the student online file and degree audit. 

Students will develop their initial course plans for the 
Minor in Writing within the context of the gateway 
course (WRITING 220). Ongoing advising regarding 
course selection for the Minor in Writing will be handled 
by Sweetland Lecturers. Students will complete their 
electronic portfolio within the context of the capstone 
course (WRITING 400). Ongoing advising regarding 
progress-to-degree will be handled by Sweetland’s 
student services staff using the student online file and 
degree audit. 
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