
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MEMORANDUM 
 

TO: Members of the LSA Executive Committee 

FROM: Pam Rinker 

DATE: November 9, 2011 

SUBJECT: Summary of LSA Curriculum Committee Minutes 
for November 1, 2011 

1. Minutes of 10/11/11 were approved. 

2. Recommendations of the R&E Subcommittee were accepted. 

3. Astronomical Science was deferred as a new concentration and academic minor. 

4. Philosophy, Politics, and Economics (PPE) was approved as a new concentration. 

5. Central Eurasian Studies was approved as a new academic minor. 

6. Modifications to the American Culture concentration were approved. 

7. Modifications to the academic minor in Paleontology were approved. 

8. Removal of the Pass/Fail option for courses at Camp Davis was approved. 



LSA CURRICULUM COMMITTEE 
Minutes of November 1, 2011 

Present: Phil Deloria (Chair); Pallavi Abraham, LSA-SG; Andrea Alajbegovic, LSA-SG; Paula Berwanger, 
Linguistics; Caroline Canning, LSA-SG; Tim Dodd, Academic Advising; Kalli Federhoffer, German; Benjamin 
Fortson, Classical Studies and Linguistics; Phil Gorman, Academic Advising; Lori Gould, Dean’s Office; Marjorie 
Horton, Dean’s Office; Kristen Moore, Math; Neil Marsh, Chemistry; Tim McKay, Physics and Honors; Jennifer 
Myers, Residential College; Damani Partridge, Anthropology and DAAS; JoAnn Peraino, Dean’s Office; Pam 
Rinker, Dean’s Office; Shelly Schreier, Psychology; Anna Wittow, LSA-SG; and Evans Young, Dean’s Office. 

The meeting came to order at 3:15 pm. 

MINUTES 

Minutes for 10/11/11 were approved.  

RACE & ETHNICITY 

The committee accepted the R&E Subcommittee’s recommendations as summarized in the attached report: 

APPROVED (1)  
New / Blanket 

1. HISTORY/ASIAN 205. Modern East Asia. Pär Cassel. W12  

APPROVED (1)  
Recert / Blanket 

2. HISTORY / GERMAN 322. The Origins of Nazism, Culture and Politics in Germany, 1891-1945. 
Kathleen Canning & Anne K. Berg. W12 

Deferred (1) 

New / Topic 

3. HISTORY 103. Introduction to Religion: From Rastafari to the Sun Dance. Paul C. Johnson. W12 

NEW CONCENTRATIONS  

1. Astronomical Science was deferred effective W12. The committee was concerned that the title 
might mislead the targeted non-science students and possibly discourage them from pursuing the 
concentration. The department is considering this issue. 

2. Philosophy, Politics, and Economics (PPE) was approved effective W12. This interdisciplinary 
program focuses on political economy by integrating the questions, methods, and subject matter in 
courses from Philosophy, Economics, and Political Science. As the home department, Philosophy 
will launch the program in W12 for a maximum of 20 students and provide intensive advising for 
each concentrator. The committee discussed two issues related to the concentration. First, students 
would be able to complete the PPE concentration by taking mostly POLSCI courses, thus allowing 
them to earn a second concentration in Political Science by taking only three more courses. Second, 
the committee considered whether students should be able to count the prerequisites toward their 
distribution requirements. In both instances, the committee decided against any limits in order to give 
the department and concentrators maximum flexibility.  

  



NEW ACADEMIC MINORS  

3. Astronomical Science was deferred effective W12. The committee was concerned that the title 
might mislead the targeted non-science students and possibly discourage them from pursuing the 
academic minor. The department is considering this issue. 

1. Central Eurasian Studies was approved effective W12. This minor will be administered by the 
Center for Russian, East European, and Eurasian Studies (CREES). 

MODIFICATIONS TO CONCENTRATIONS AND ACADEMIC MINORS 

1. Modifications to the American Culture concentration were approved effective W12. 

2. Modifications to the academic minor in Paleontology were approved effective W12. 

COURSES TAKEN AT CAMP DAVIS  

Joel Blum, Director of Camp Davis, requested that the Pass/Fail option be removed for all students attending the 
summer camp, including guests. His primary objective is to continue the upward trajectory of increased focus 
on academics. In his experience, some students who take courses Pass/Fail do not put forth their best effort. The 
Committee approved this proposal effective Su12. Blum will make students aware of this new policy in all 
publicity for the program and in the Course Guide and Time Schedule. This policy will be enforced by RO 
Student Services staff by reviewing all student records immediately after the drop/add deadline and changing 
any P/F choices to graded. The same policy applies to 4th term language courses that must be taken for a grade.  

COURSE APPROVAL ACTIONS  

1. A total of 35 course proposals were approved as summarized in Appendix I: five new courses; 13 
modifications; and 17 deletions. 

2. BIOLOGY 256 was deferred until next week pending clarification of the advisory prerequisites. 

3. The following courses were approved for distribution: 

a. HU: ENGLISH 240 (F12) and ENGLISH 329/ENVIRON 329 (Su12) 

b. ID: PPE 300 (W12) 

c. NS:PHYSICS 114 (W12) 

The meeting was adjourned at 4:15 pm. 

Next Meeting:  Discussion 

   Tuesday, November 8, 2011 

 



RACE & ETHNICITY SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT  
LSA CURRICULUM COMMITTEE 

November 1, 2011 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
The R&E Subcommittee recommends the following actions regarding R&E proposals: 
 
APPROVED (1)  
New / Blanket   
 

 
1. HISTORY/ASIAN 205. Modern East Asia. Pär Cassel. W12  

This course is an introduction to modern China, Korea, and Japan from the 1600s to the present with an 
emphasis on the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. It will offer a broad comparative perspective to East Asia 
and explores the inter-relations between political economy, society, and culture in each country within an 
emerging modern world system. Race, ethnicity and different forms of ethnic intolerance and discrimination are 
recurrent themes in this course through the topics of religion, language, social structure, and geographical 
boundaries.   
 
 

APPROVED (1)  
Recert/ Blanket   
 
2. HISTORY / GERMAN 322. The Origins of Nazism, Culture and Politics in Germany, 1981-1945. 

Kathleen Canning & Anne K. Berg. W12 
Racial intolerance, inequality and discrimination constitute a core concern throughout the course: we examine 
their origins on the aftermath of the First World War, focusing on the transformation of nationalist anti-
Semitism (1919-1933) into racial ideology that was mainly aimed at German Jews during the years 1933-38 
and unleashed upon European Jews with the Nazi invasion of Poland in 1939, culminating in the genocide of 
European Jewry between 1914 – 1945. 
 
Throughout the course we focus on the history of race, ethnicity and racism, distinguishing between the 
ideologies and policies of race-making (defining Jews as a race) and the racialized anti-Slavic and anti-
Bolshevik policies of the Nazi state.  Our analysis of anti-Semitism involves close analysis of the role that 
social class, religion and gender played in Germans’ willingness to join the “national peoples’ community” 
and also in their capacity to question, contest or resist the Nazi state.  We pay close attention to the central 
place of gender in the Nazi visions of remaking race and to the different ways in which men and women 
consented and dissented in Nazi society.   

 
Deferred (1) 
New / Topic 
 
3. HISTORY 103. Introduction to Religion: From Rastafari to the Sun Dance. Paul C. Johnson. W12 

The class aims to help students encounter religion as a set of ideas, discourses and practices that only take on a 
defined, systematic shape in specific historic contexts of comparison, hierarchy, discrimination and challenge. 
This class aims to show how religion pushes the boundaries of experience by considering specific provocative 
cases or evens set in historical context: Students will learn that religion is as often about revolution as it is about 
repression. A key issue throughout this course is the problem of power, politics and civil life in religiously plural 
societies, in relation to a particular late-modern paradox: Almost all modern states feature guarantees of freedom 
of religion in their constitutions-indeed this is constitutive of being considered a “modern” state whatsoever -- 
yet complete freedom of religion is, in practice, strictly impossible. Students will be challenged to investigate the 
limits of “freedom of religion” in cases ere orthopraxy is understood as having material, territorial, and bodily 
requirements; where, in other words, religion is not primarily an issue of belief or coincidence. Moreover, 
students will be challenged to discern how religions of the African diaspora and of Native Americans face 
particular obstacles in religion to the First Amendment, in cases where issues like animal sacrifice, peyote use, 
bodily mortification, “spirit possession,” and the care of the dead are at stake.  
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UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN           Cover Sheet 
College of Literature, Science, & the Arts NEW CONCENTRATION PROPOSAL 
 

 
The LSA concentration requirement provides an opportunity to pursue a thorough investigation of a subject or 
problem. If education is to be a connected, developmental experience, then fundamental skills, abilities, and 
knowledge must be used continuously. Concentration programs organize students' work in such a way that later 
experiences relate to and extend earlier ones. Students normally declare a concentration during the second 
term of the sophomore year, although some students make a decision earlier. Proposals must meet the criteria 
listed in the LSA concentration policies and be approved by the LSA Curriculum Committee.  

Department/Unit _____Astronomy_____________________________________________________________ 

Title of Concentration _____Astronomical Science_______________________________________________ 

Number of Credits 
Prerequisites (will not count toward concentration) __16__ Requirements minimum ______ maximum ______ 

Curriculum Committee Chair ____Sally Oey______________________________ Approval Date __4/21/11___ 

Department Chair/Director ______Joel Bregman__________________________ Approval Date __4/21/11___ 

Attach a memo on departmental letterhead addressing the following issues: 

1. Intended	  audience.	  

2. Overall goals and objectives and plans	  for	  assessing	  whether	  or	  not	  they	  are	  being	  met.	  	  

3. How each requirement listed on the attached form contributes to the educational goals, structure,  
and coherence of the concentration. 

4. Rationale for creating this new concentration. 

5. Departmental staff responsible for advising students in planning and completing this concentration. 

6. Additional resources that would be needed by the department. 

7. List of concentrations in other departments or schools that have significantly overlapping requirements  
or proximity of subject matter.  
 

If the new concentration includes any courses from other departments/academic units, approval is 
required from each chair/director. Approval indicates two commitments: 1) the unit plans to offer the course 
on a routine basis; and 2) additional students would not preclude enrollment by the unit’s own concentrators. 
Prior to submitting proposal form: a) send modifications to each chair/director asking for approval via email; 
b) type each unit’s name and chair/director below; and c) forward all email approvals to Pam in one batch. 

Academic Unit 

__Geological Sciences__________ 

__Philosophy_________________ 

__Physics____________________ 

__History____________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

Chair/Director            Approval Date  
__Rebecca Lange____________________________ _4/21/11______ 

__Louis Loeb________________________________ _4/21/11______ 

__Bradford Orr_via Gus Evrard__________________ _5/19/11______ 

__Kali Israel___(for Hist/Astro 300, 301)___________ _6/25/11______ 

____________________________________________ _____________ 

___________________________________________ _____________ 

 (approvals on file)
 

Send a hard copy and Word documents of cover sheet, proposal, departmental memo,  
and suggested text for the LSA Bulletin to Pam Rinker (pjmoran@umich.edu), 763-7139. 
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NEW CONCENTRATION/PROGRAM PROPOSAL 

Department    ____Astronomy________________________________________________ 
Name of Concentration ____Astronomical Science__________________________________________ 
Effective Term    ____Winter 2012_________________________________________________ 
Date Submitted   ____July 25, 2011_________________________________________________ 

 

Complete all applicable fields. 
Prerequisites - 3 credits of 100-level Astronomy 

- Physics 140, 141, or equivalent 
- Math 115, 116, or equivalent 

Requirements - Astro 201, 305 (3 credits), and 429 
 
- 9 credits from: Astro 205, 210, 220, 361, 402, 403, 404, or 405; at least 3 credits must 
be at the 300-level or above 
 
- 3 credits from: Geosci 201, 204, 320, 325, 331, 351/451, 420, or 446 
 

Subplans/tracks 
(optional) 

 

Electives - 3 credits from:  Any 300- or 400-level Astronomy course; Philosophy 420, 422, 423, 424, 
427, 464; Physics 411, 420, 424, or 481 

Cognates  

Advising Information about scheduling advising appointments is available from the Department 
Office. 

Exclusions Concentrators in Astronomy and Astrophysics are excluded. 

Dept. Honors 
(optional) 

 

Other  
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UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN           Cover Sheet 
College of Literature, Science, & the Arts NEW CONCENTRATION PROPOSAL 
 

 
The LSA concentration requirement provides an opportunity to pursue a thorough investigation of a subject or 
problem. If education is to be a connected, developmental experience, then fundamental skills, abilities, and 
knowledge must be used continuously. Concentration programs organize students' work in such a way that later 
experiences relate to and extend earlier ones. Students normally declare a concentration during the second 
term of the sophomore year, although some students make a decision earlier. Proposals must meet the criteria 
listed in the LSA concentration policies and be approved by the LSA Curriculum Committee.  

Department/Unit _Philosophy________________________________________________________________ 

Title of Concentration _Philosophy, Politics, and Economics__________________________________ 

Number of Credits 
Prerequisites (will not count toward concentration) 15-16 Requirements minimum _38___ maximum _45___ 

Curriculum Committee Chair __________________________________________ Approval Date ___________ 

Department Chair/Director _Laura Ruetsche    ____________________________ Approval Date ___________ 

Attach a memo on departmental letterhead addressing the following issues: 

1. Intended audience. 

2. Overall goals and objectives and plans for assessing whether or not they are being met.  

3. How each requirement listed on the attached form contributes to the educational goals, structure,  
and coherence of the concentration. 

4. Rationale for creating this new concentration. 

5. Departmental staff responsible for advising students in planning and completing this concentration. 

6. Additional resources that would be needed by the department. 

7. List of concentrations in other departments or schools that have significantly overlapping requirements  
or proximity of subject matter.  
 

If the new concentration includes any courses from other departments/academic units, approval is 
required from each chair/director. Approval indicates two commitments: 1) the unit plans to offer the course 
on a routine basis; and 2) additional students would not preclude enrollment by the unit’s own concentrators. 
Prior to submitting proposal form: a) send modifications to each chair/director asking for approval via email; 
b) type each unit’s name and chair/director below; and c) forward all email approvals to Pam in one batch. 

Academic Unit 

Political Science       ___________ 

Economics  __________________ 

Mathematics__________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

Chair/Director            Approval Date  
_Charles Shipan____________________________      ______________ 

_Joel Slemrod______________________________      ______________ 

_Mel Hochster_______________________________     _____________ 

___________________________________________ _____________ 

____________________________________________ _____________ 

___________________________________________ _____________ 
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NEW CONCENTRATION/PROGRAM PROPOSAL 

Department    Philosophy 
Name of Concentration Philosophy, Politics and Economics 
Effective Term    Fall 2012 
Date Submitted   10/12/11 

Complete all applicable fields. 

Prerequisites One 100- or 200- level PHIL course other than 180, 201, 296 (logic) 

One POLISCI introduction: 101: Political Theory, 111: Am. Gov’t, 140: Comp. Politics, or 160: 
World Politics 

ECON 101: Introductory Microeconomics and ECON 102: Introductory Macroeconomics 

One course in calculus (MATH 115, 116, 121, 156, 175, 176, 185, 186, 215, 295, or 296) 

Requirements ECON 401: Intermediate Microeconomics 

PPE 300: Introduction to Political Economy [gateway course] 

PPE 400: Senior Seminar in Political Economy [non-Honors capstone course] 

Formal Reasoning: one course in statistics and one additional course in statistics, logic, 
decision theory, or game theory from the list below. 

One course in statistics (ECON 404: Statistics for Economists; ECON 405: Introduction to 
Statistics; STATS 350: Introduction to Statistics and Data Analysis; STATS 426: Introduction 
to Mathematical Statistics). 

One additional course in statistics, logic, decision theory, or game theory from the following: 
POLISCI 381: Political Science Research Design, POLISCI 391: Introduction to Modeling 
Political Processes, POLISCI 488: Political Dynamics, POLISCI 490: Game Theory and 
Formal Models, POLISCI 499: Quantitative Methods of Political Analysis, PHIL 303: 
Introduction to Symbolic Logic, PHIL 305: Introduction to Formal Philosophical Methods, 
PHIL 296: Honors Introduction to Logic, PHIL 413: Formal Philosophical Methods, PHIL 414: 
Mathematical Logic, PHIL 443: Foundations of Rational Choice Theory, ECON 398: Strategy, 
ECON 409: Game Theory, MATH 425: Probability Theory 

Normative Theory: Two 300- or 400- level courses in political philosophy, political theory, or 
welfare economics from the list below. 
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Political Economy: two courses engaging the economics of government or the politics of 
economic activity or institutions from the list below. 

ECON 398: Strategy, ECON 402: Intermediate Macroeconomic Theory, ECON 408: 
Philosophy and Economics, ECON 409: Game Theory, ECON 432: Government Regulation 
of Industry, ECON 481: Government Expenditures, ECON 482: Government Revenues, 
POLSCI 281 / CMPLXSYS 281: Applied Complex Systems: Emergent Challenges, POLSCI 
322: Legislative Process, POLSCI 337: Comparative Constitutional Design, POLSCI 340: A 
Game-Theoretic Approach to West European Politics, POLSCI 341: Comparative Politics of 
Developed Democracies, POLSCI 348: Political Economy of Development, POLSCI 343: 
Political Economy of Developed Democracies, POLSCI 363: International Organization & 
Integration, POLSCI 364: Public International Law, POLSCI 369: Politics of International 
Economic Relations, POLSCI 387: Comparative Analysis of Government Institutions, 
POLSCI 389: Political Strategy & Debate, POLSCI 425: Inequality in the United States, 
POLSCI 432: Law and Public Policy, POLSCI 462: Strategic Interaction in World 
Politics, POLSCI 496: US State Economic Development Policies, POLSCI 496: Modern 
Debates in US Constitutional Law 

Electives Themes: three additional courses (or two additional courses plus the Honors thesis 
sequence for Honors students) in a single theme in political economy. 

After completing their prerequisites, ECON 401, gateway PPE course, and core distribution 
requirements (in formal reasoning, normative theory, and political economy), students will 
devise a plan for advanced study focusing on a single theme in political economy, consisting 
of 3 additional courses (for non-Honors students) or 2 courses plus the Honors thesis (for 
Honors students).  Each student would write up a rationale for their theme in consultation 
with their PPE advisor and submit it to their advisor for approval.  Possible themes could 
include advanced studies in any of the core areas, or focus on particular subjects/methods—
for example, decision-making & strategic interaction, globalization, justice & equality, or 
comparative political economy.   At least two of these courses must be at the 400-level, and 
two must come from distinct academic disciplines.  Courses listed under the core 
requirements may be used to satisfy the theme requirement as long as they have not already 
been used to satisfy the core requirement.  Honors students would take 2 courses in their 
theme and dedicate their thesis to a research project in that theme.  Non-Honors students 
would follow their theme with the capstone seminar. 

Advising 
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Dept. Honors 
(optional) 

To be admitted to the Honors PPE program, students must have at least a 3.5 cumulative 
GPA and a 3.5 in PPE required courses, or permission of the director of PPE. Honors 
students will submit a thesis proposal for approval by the director of PPE.  They will write a 
thesis in their theme under one of the following options: 

PPE 401 (thesis preparation seminar—new course) and PPE 402 (an independent study 
thesis-writing course under the principal supervision of a faculty member in one of our 
units), or 

ECON 495: Seminar in Economics or ECON 498: Honors Independent Research for 
students intending to write an economics-oriented honors thesis for PPE.  Most 
economics-oriented PPE theses would be expected to enroll in ECON 495, which is the 
primary Honors thesis vehicle for ECON concentrators. 

Honors will be awarded by a 2-person committee consisting of the student’s advisor plus a 
second reader in one of the other units, on the basis of the written thesis and an oral 
defense. 

 

Other Selective admission: Due to the rigorous and interdisciplinary nature of its subject matter, 
the PPE program will be selective (as it is in many other PPE programs in the U.S.) and 
require an application.  At full scale, approximately 30-40 students will be admitted to the 
concentration each year, as follows.  Students may apply for admission to the concentration 
as early as the winter term of their second year.   At a minimum, second-year applicants must 
have completed (with final grades showing) at least the prerequisites to the concentration, 
and should be enrolled in, or have completed, at least one further course that can be counted 
toward the concentration.   At a minimum, students who apply in the fall of their junior year 
must have completed the prerequisites and be enrolled in, or have completed, at least two 
further courses that can be counted toward the concentration.  Admission is competitive and 
enrollment will be limited to assure a high quality educational experience.   Criteria for 
admission include (a) GPA, with special attention given to grades in PHIL, POLISCI, and 
ECON, and (b) a personal statement.   Each academic year we anticipate admitting about 
25-30 second-year and about 10-15 third-year students. 

Launch: PHIL is requesting additional resources to operate PPE at full scale (30-40 students 
admitted/year).  Pending deployment of these additional resources, PHIL would like to launch 
PPE on a smaller scale (20 students admitted/year) with the first round of applications to PPE 
in Winter 2012 and the first class of concentrators declaring PPE in Spring or Fall 2012.  
During the launch period (before additional resources are in place): 

• admissions to PPE will be capped at 20 per year 

• PPE 300 will be offered as a meet-together with PHIL 366: Introduction to Political 
Philosophy, which will be modified to meet the intellectual goals of the PPE gateway 
course. 

Honors in PPE (PPE 401-402) will be run as a meet-together with the respective Honors 
offerings of the 3 units, and Honors PPE students will sort themselves into the different 
Honors thesis courses according to their primary disciplinary orientation.  Thus, Honors PPE 
students may take PPE 401 as a meet-together with PHIL 401, POLISCI 493, or ECON 495 
(the respective thesis-prep courses for each unit).  In the second term of their Honors 
sequence, PPE students will continue with PHIL 499 or POLISCI 494, if their theses are 
oriented to philosophy or political science, and may continue with ECON 495/498, if their 
economics-oriented thesis calls for a second semester of work. 
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October 8, 2011 
 
To: LSA Curriculum Committee 
From: Elizabeth Anderson, Associate Chair of Undergraduate Studies in Philosophy 
Re: Proposal for New Concentration in Philosophy, Politics, and Economics 
 
This memo is a revised version of the PPE proposal submitted to the Curriculum Committee in July.  
The revisions address the following requests by the Curriculum Committee: 

1. An expanded account of the PPE concentration is included (additions in bold to section 1). 
2. The calculus requirement has been moved from the formal methods requirement to the 
prerequisite.  The formal methods requirement is now uniform for all students (changes in bold to 
section 5). 

3. The language in section D on double concentrations has been removed.  Section 10 has been 
expanded to explain the additional work that would be required for students to add a PHIL, 
POLISCI, or ECON concentration to PPE (new section 10 except for first paragraph). 
4. A few pathways to completing the PPE concentration have been added to illustrate how students 
with varied interests and backgrounds can complete the proposed course of study (new section 11). 

5. A new section on PPE programs in other institutions is included, for comparative purposes (new 
section 12). 

6. Some typos in the timeline (section 8) have been corrected (in bold). 

 
In addition, a separate new course proposal for the capstone course, PPE 400, has been submitted to 
the Curriculum Committee. 
_______________________________ 
 
The Philosophy Department, in conjunction with Economics and Political Science, proposes an 
undergraduate concentration program in political economy.  This memo explains (1) the subject and 
(2) rationale for such a program, (3) its intended audience, (4) goals and assessment, (5) rationale for 
course requirements, (6) administration and advising arrangements, (7) resource requests, (8) launch, 
(9) responsibilities of participating units, (10) comparisons with overlapping concentrations, (11) 
pathways to completing the concentration, (12) PPE programs at other institutions.  
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1. What is a PPE Concentration? 
 
The first PPE program for undergraduates was created by Oxford University in 1920 for students planning 
careers in politics and civil service.  The Oxford PPE program treats philosophy, political science, and 
economics as intellectually distinct enterprises, without integrating questions, methods, or subject matter 
across courses taken in the three areas.  Undergraduates at the University of Michigan are already free to 
undertake a comparable program of study by combining majors, minors, and extra courses in our three 
departments.  There is little value added to attaching the label “PPE” to such a collection of courses or to 
creating a set of regulations and advising structure to underwrite such a collection. 
 
Instead, we propose an undergraduate concentration in the interdisciplinary research program that links 
scholars in philosophy, political science, and economics (as core, but not the only disciplines) who are 
investigating questions of political economy.  Political economy originated in the 18th century as the 
integrated study of the relationships of government, political processes, property, production, markets, trade, 
and distribution from the standpoint of assessing these arrangements with respect to the interests and progress 
of humanity.  At that time, economics, political science, and philosophy were not yet distinct disciplines.  
Adam Smith, the leading political economist of his day, both launched the modern discipline of economics, 
and held the Chair of Moral Philosophy at Glasgow from 1752-1764.  Although philosophy, economics, and 
political science have since taken divergent paths, they have continued to pursue common interests in 
developing the themes, methods, and concerns of political economy.  We propose a program of study in 
political economy for the 21st century that takes advantage of the intellectual strengths of LSA. Without 
pretending to be exhaustive, the following features are characteristic of research in political economy: 
 

• Exploration of the relations between individual action and collective outcomes as they shape and are 
shaped by environmental conditions, institutions, social norms, ideologies, and strategic and 
communicative interaction; 

• Special attention to the consequences of these relations for politics (voting, political parties, lobbying, 
elections, social movements, revolution, civil war, state failure, oligarchy, dictatorship, corruption, 
etc.), law and economic policies (taxation, regulation, property and trade regimes, macroeconomic 
management, etc.), aggregate economic outcomes (business cycles; the provision, degradation, or 
maintenance of public goods, etc.), and justice and human welfare (poverty, inequality, intergroup 
relations, freedom, etc.); 

• Formal methods of analysis including decision theory, game theory, evolutionary game theory, 
behavioral economics, and agent-based modeling; the use of analytic frameworks (such as principal-
agent problems and positional competition) to understand characteristic problems that arise for human 
beings across disparate domains of action; 

• Critical reflection on the uses and limits of these methods and frameworks in light of empirical 
information and interpretations drawn from other disciplines, including history, psychology, and 
sociology, as well as normative and conceptual analysis; 

• Integration of formal, empirical, interpretive, and normative inquiry to evaluate and design existing 
and alternative economic systems, constitutions, smaller-scale institutions, organizations, and social 
norms with a view toward improving their justice and service to human welfare.  Hence each of our 
disciplines includes normative subfields such as moral and political philosophy, political theory, 
welfare economics, and social choice theory.  

These elements are common to research conducted by LSA faculty in each of our 3 of our units.  Each 
unit has faculty members who work on and with rational choice theory and game theory, and who 
critically reflect on the proper uses and limitations of these formal tools.  Each unit has faculty 
members who analyze various social, political, and economic phenomena (such as pollution, ethnic 
conflict, international trade barriers, and state failure) as collective action problems, and who consider 
various strategies for solving these problems.  Each unit has faculty members who study questions of 
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institutional design for governments, elections, property regimes, markets, supranational organizations 
such as the WTO, and so forth, using varied techniques including but not limited to the formal tools 
just mentioned.  While these analytical frameworks and subjects of study are shared across PHIL, 
POLISCI, and ECON, each of these disciplines tends to develop them with different emphases and 
perspectives.  Philosophy tends to focus on evaluative, foundational, and conceptual questions (for 
example, what kind of property regime would be most just?  What does “preference” mean?).  Political 
science and economics supply diverse tools for empirical investigation of phenomena of political 
economy (econometrics, survey research, qualitative methods, etc.).  They provide rigorous training in 
data gathering and analysis. While all three disciplines engage in modeling, political science and 
economics are far more likely to apply models to observed phenomena, whereas philosophy tends to 
focus on the logical implications of models in hypothetical cases.  We wish to provide undergraduates 
with expanded opportunities to investigate problems of political economy utilizing the full range of 
tools developed across these disciplines. (An example of our intent is supplied in the syllabus attached 
to the new course proposal for PPE 400.) 
 
We envision the PPE concentration providing Michigan undergraduates with a rigorous, integrated and 
interdisciplinary program of study that brings together three major approaches to understanding human 
beings and their social and political interactions.  Core courses will expose students to a wide range of 
analytical tools and research methods in the social sciences, and will seek to foster the critical reasoning and 
rhetorical skills that are essential for philosophical writing and argumentation.  The concentration will be 
flexible.  Students will be able to pursue a wide range of special interests and topics after completing a family 
of core courses.  Some will want to investigate a specific problem area with substantial moral, economic or 
policy dimensions (e.g., transitional justice for post-communist states; global warming and obligations to 
future generations; the economics and politics of distribution; gender and human rights; the effects of 
globalization on the poor; etc.).  Other students may wish to emphasize broad philosophical and 
methodological themes, such as cross-cultural conceptions and assessments of well-being; the bases and 
limits of international law; property rights and land use; the justification for and limits of state power; the 
nature of democratic processes; the role and status of decision models in the social sciences; etc.  The 
program will stress analytic rigor and critical reasoning using current tools, not any particular political or 
methodological slant. 
 
A PPE concentration would not be the same as a public policy concentration.  While some students 
might choose to focus on a public policy theme, such as controlling HIV in developed countries, others 
may focus on more fundamental normative questions (e.g., what do people in rich countries owe the 
global poor with respect to health care?), others on formal models (e.g., how do the structure of social 
networks and sexual norms affect HIV spread?), still others on interpretive questions (how does 
discourse about sexuality—for example, framing GLBQ identities as inborn or as chosen—shape public 
understandings of the problem of HIV?).  It would provide enhanced opportunities for integrating 
these different sorts of investigation through dedicated PPE courses and intensive advising of PPE 
students.  PPE would thus offer more than a grab-bag of courses in two or three of our units. 
 
2. Rationale for a PPE Concentration 
 
There are many reasons to believe that a PPE concentration in LSA would make a valuable addition to 
undergraduate education: 
 

• As humanity confronts large-scale collective action problems linked to global climate change, 
international financial crises, immigration, failed states, stabilizing democracies, and the like, there is 
an increasingly urgent need for universities to train people who can tackle these problems using the 
tools of political economy. 
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• Interest in understanding and tackling such problems has led to a renewal of interdisciplinary energy 
in political economy that should be brought to undergraduates. 

• LSA is perhaps uniquely situated to offer our undergraduates a rigorous, integrated program of study 
in political economy.  UM already is a, and perhaps the, world leader in genuinely interdisciplinary 
scholarship.  Our institutional structure makes it relatively easy to launch interdepartmental 
concentrations.  LSA has a distinguished group of faculty in Economics, Political Science, and 
Philosophy who work on questions of political economy and who are willing to teach courses in a 
PPE program. 

 
• Philosophy has an interest in training students to undertake normative inquiry in an empirically 

responsible way.  Right now the dominant methods of moral and political theorizing stress armchair 
reflection; yet booming interest in global justice and “nonideal theory”—theorizing that begins from a 
diagnosis of concrete problems such as global poverty, religious conflict, and racial discrimination, 
rather than from ideals of a perfectly just society—requires new methods. Successful normative 
inquiry in these areas requires greater engagement with empirical findings and theories in economics 
and political science. 

 
• Economics has an interest in providing opportunities for its talented students to gain more experience 

writing papers.  A PPE program would be an ideal vehicle for providing such opportunities to 
interested students. 

 
3. Intended Audience 
 
PPE aims to offer rigorous, integrated, interdisciplinary training for students who are interested in exploring 
questions the lie at the intersection of philosophy, political science, and economics.  Because it demands 
cultivation of expertise in three disciplines, including considerable training in formal methods, students will 
need to meet high standards of academic achievement.  For this reason, the concentration will be selective and 
require an application.  The program is also intended to be small, to provide extensive opportunities for 
discussion and cooperative learning in small-group settings. 
 
We expect that a PPE concentration will be popular with students.  As of 2010 there were 67 students double 
concentrating in ECON and POLISCI, 13 in PHIL and POLISCI, 7 in ECON and PHIL, 29 students with a 
concentration in one of these fields and a minor in another, and 1 triple concentrator, for a total of 117 
students seriously engaged in studies at least two of our units.  We would expect that many of these students 
would choose to pursue the PPE concentration if given the option. 
 

 
The primary goal of the PPE program is to provide rigorous interdisciplinary training for undergraduates in the 
analytical tools and subject matter of political economy.  The PPE program will be administered by a Director in 
the Philosophy Department, who will chair a PPE Committee composed of one representative from PHIL, 
ECON, and POLISCI.  The Committee will oversee programming by compiling and publicizing a list of current 
course offerings in our three departments that fulfill PPE requirements and modifying the list each year as new 
courses are developed and old ones dropped.  This will involve reviews of syllabi for suitable course content.  
The PPE Committee will undertake regular assessment of the concentration in the following ways: 
 

• Examining trends in applications and yields to judge the demand for PPE among undergraduates 
• Reviewing evaluations of dedicated PPE courses 
• Undertaking exit surveys of graduating seniors 
• Convening focus groups of PPE students to investigate student satisfaction and suggestions for 

improvements in the program 
• Assessing availability of and enrollment in courses PPE students are using to fulfill requirements 
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In addition, PHIL, ECON and POLISCI have agreed to undertake a comprehensive joint review of PPE 8 
years after launch. 
 
5. Rationale for Course Requirements 
 
The PPE concentration requirements include 12 concentration courses (38-45 credits) plus 4 prerequisites (15-
16 credits) for 16 courses total (53-61 credits). 
 
Prerequisites (15-16 credits):  Because PPE integrates inquiry from three disciplines, students must take 
introductory courses in PHIL, POLISCI, and ECON.  The PHIL prerequisite (one introduction, 3-4 credits) is 
the same as for the PHIL concentration.  The POLISCI prerequisite (one introduction, 4 credits) is half the 
prerequisite for the POLISCI concentration.  The ECON prerequisite (introduction to micro- and introduction 
to macro- economics, 8 credits) is the same as the ECON prerequisite.   Calculus is required because it is a 
prerequisite for Intermediate Microeconomics, a PPE’s concentration requirement.  We consider these 
courses to provide the minimal essential background for PPE students. 
 
Dedicated PPE Courses Required for the Concentration (7-10 credits): The PPE concentration is conceived 
as the integrated, interdisciplinary study of political economy.  While, in the course of any student’s 
fulfillment of the PPE requirements, some cross-listed or otherwise interdisciplinary courses would be taken 
in any event, a coherent PPE concentration requires some courses explicitly devoted to integration of subject 
matter and methods from our three departments.  These courses will serve as places where students whose 
primary orientation is toward one of the 3 disciplines will interact with students more oriented toward the 
others, so they can share perspectives and knowledge. They will also serve as places for community-building.  
Of 9 U.S. PPE programs (6 schools offering only majors, 3 offering only minors), all offer dedicated 
interdisciplinary PPE courses required for the program, ranging from 1 (Yale) to 7 (University of Arizona).  
Gateway courses are offered by 4 schools, capstone courses by 6.  We believe that a gateway course (PPE 
300, 4 credits) and a capstone seminar (PPE 400 for non-Honors concentrators, 3 credits) or senior honors 
thesis (PPE 401—thesis prep seminar, 3 credits, and PPE 402, individual thesis supervision, 3 credits) provide 
the optimal integrative experiences for LSA students while still enabling them to take advantage of the 
extraordinary richness and diversity of LSA’s regular course offerings that bear on issues of political 
economy. 

Other Required Courses (4 credits): ECON 401: Intermediate Microeconomics (4 credits) is required for the 
PPE concentration to ensure adequate economics background.  Consultation with faculty involved in PPE 
programs at other institutions such as Yale University confirms our view that the academic success of PPE 
depends on achieving a level of rigor that requires intermediate microeconomics. 

Core Distribution Requirements (18-24 credits): Political economy integrates normative inquiry and formal 
analytical tools with the substantive study of politics and economics.  The PPE concentration therefore 
requires 2 courses each in normative theory, political economy, and formal methods.  Formal methods are 
integral to political economy, so PPE requires 2 courses in this area. Within formal methods, statistics is 
required of all PPE students because it is an indispensable tool for analyzing the empirical data relevant to 
answering questions in political economy.  Students may fulfill their second formal reasoning course 
requirement by taking a course in other formal methods central to political economy—decision theory, game 
theory, logic, or advanced statistics. 

Themes (6-10 credits): After completing the above requirements (other than capstone), students will develop a 
course of study with their advisor that focuses on a particular theme in political economy, which may be 
normative, methodological, theoretical, or applied (e.g. decision-making & strategic interaction, globalization, 
justice & equality, or comparative political economy).  Non-Honors students will take 3 courses in the theme 
(9-10 credits) and follow with the capstone seminar; Honors students will take 2 courses in the theme (6-7 
credits) and dedicate their Honors thesis to that theme.  Themes will enable students to undertake advanced 
study in political economy by facilitating focus in what is inherently a diverse field of questions.  To ensure 
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sufficiently advanced study, at least 2 theme courses must be at the 400-level.  To ensure cross-disciplinary 
expertise, at least 2 courses in the theme must be offered by different departments. 

Honors (3-6 credits): We expect that most PPE students will follow the format for Honors that is standard for 
PHIL and POLISCI: a one semester thesis preparation seminar, followed by individual supervision of thesis-
writing by a faculty member with relevant expertise.  Because of its large number of concentrators, ECON 
very rarely offers individual supervision.  Its Honors program standardly involves writing a term paper for 
ECON 495: Seminar in Economics.  To accommodate PPE students who want to write a thesis primarily 
oriented to economics, PPE therefore offers the ECON format as an alternative. 
 
 
6. Administration and Advising 
 
1. Size of Program and Selection of Students: Due to the highly rigorous and interdisciplinary nature of its 
subject matter, the PPE program will be selective (as it is in many other PPE programs in the U.S.) and 
require an application.  At full scale, approximately 30-40 students will be admitted to the concentration each 
year, as follows.  Students may apply for admission to the concentration as early as the winter term of their 
second year.   At a minimum, second-year applicants must have completed (with final grades showing) at 
least the prerequisites to the concentration, and should be enrolled in, or have completed, at least one further 
course that can be counted toward the concentration.   At a minimum, students who apply in the fall of their 
junior year must have completed the prerequisites and be enrolled in, or have completed, at least two further 
courses that can be counted toward the concentration.  Admission will be competitive and enrollment will be 
limited to assure a high quality educational experience.   Criteria for admission include (a) GPA, with special 
attention given to grades in PHIL, POLISCI, and ECON, and (b) a one page personal statement.   Each 
academic year we anticipate admitting about 25-30 second-year and about 10-15 third-year students. 
 
2. Director and PPE Committee: PPE will be administered by a Director and a PPE Committee composed of 
1 faculty member from each of PHIL, ECON, and POLISCI.  PHIL will launch PPE, and is willing to 
permanently direct and house PPE.  (Housing of PPE may change in the future if a faculty member whose 
primary appointment is in one of the other units wishes to direct PPE.) The administrative duties of the 
Director shall include running admissions, managing advising, ensuring year-to-year staffing of essential 
courses, overseeing policy decisions, managing publicity for the program and its events, etc.  The members of 
the committee will advise on policy matters, help identify PPE-eligible courses (see point 4 below), read some 
admissions applications, and support PPE advising as specified in point 3 below).  Should PPE attract donor 
funding, the Director will manage enhancements to the program, including a speaker series, community 
building events, financial aid, travel and research support for PPE students, and other opportunities. 
 
3. Advising: All PPE advising will be undertaken by full-time faculty in PHIL, as is the standard for our PHIL 
concentrators.   The Director of PPE and the PHIL member of the PPE committee will be responsible for PPE 
advising, and will also belong to the PHIL Undergraduate Studies Committee.  Each term, the Director will 
arrange a meeting of the PPE committee in which upcoming course offerings that meet PPE requirements will 
be reviewed, so that PPE advisors can offer informed guidance to students.   PPE committee members will 
also be available for occasional consultation by PPE advisors throughout the year.  One critical advising task 
will be to guide students through their themes, once they have fulfilled the core requirements.  PPE students 
will be advised that they need to start planning their themes as soon as they are admitted to the concentration. 

4. Identification of PPE-eligible courses: To assist course planning by PPE concentrators and advisors, the 
PPE representatives from ECON, PHIL, and POLISCI will, in conjunction with the PPE director and with the 
advice of the Chairs or Undergraduate Chairs of the 3 units, review course offerings scheduled for the 
following year and submit a list of such courses in their units that are (a) eligible for the core requirement 
and/or (b) recommended for the theme requirement.  The list, along with course descriptions, will be posted 
on a PPE website for all to consult.  Students will be free to argue that courses not on the list—for example, 
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courses in other units such as SOC, PSYCH, or CMPLXSYS—make a coherent fit with their theme.  PPE 
advisors will be authorized to approve such courses for the theme requirement. 
 
5. Minors:  PPE will not be offered as a minor.  PPE is challenging and requires such wide-ranging 
background that it is not suitable as a stand-alone minor.  (The Notre Dame PPE program is designed to allow 
students who are already pursuing a concentration in ECON, POLISCI, or PHIL to add a PPE minor.  
However, Notre Dame offers PPE as an add-on minor only and does not have a PPE major.)  Given that the 
proposed PPE program is selective and will already involve considerable effort in selecting and advising 
students, our effort would either be taxed or the effort devoted to concentrators would be diluted by a PPE 
minor. 
 
6. Course Priority:  PPE students will be taking many courses that ECON, POLISCI, and PHIL concentrators 
and minors would also be taking.  To assure PPE students that they will have access to a quality education, so 
that we can attract the talented students needed for the success of the program, ECON, POLISCI, and PHIL 
have agreed that PPE students will have the same priority in enrolling in ECON, POLISCI, and PHIL 
courses as concentrators in these fields with equivalent seniority. 
 
7. Publicity: All three units will support publicity for PPE, including presence on a par with units’ other 
degree programs (concentration and minors) on their websites, and distribution of announcements regarding 
PPE opportunities, events, course offerings, application process, etc., by whatever venues each unit uses for 
communicating with their students. 
 
10. Possible Expansion: We may want to engage other units in the PPE concentration.  Complex Systems and 
Sociology would be obvious possibilities within LSA.  Outside LSA, we might think of ways the Ford 
School, the School of Public Health, and the Law School might participate.  For starters, however, it makes 
sense to make PPE an exclusively LSA affair, given the need to iron out many issues on launch. 
 
7. Resource Requests 
 
PHIL, as the unit that houses and directs PPE, requests the following incremental resources:  

• 1 tenure-stream faculty position:  PPE needs enough faculty to reliably offer PPE 300 (the gateway 
course) once per year to ~40 students, 2 sections of PPE 400 (the capstone seminar) per year to ~15 
students each, and to supervise 10 Honors theses (PPE 402) per year.  It would also be desirable to be 
able to offer PPE 401 as a free-standing thesis prep seminar for Honors PPE students, rather than as a 
meet-together with the thesis prep seminars for PHIL and POLISCI concentrators.  PPE will be 
initiated and run for the first couple of years without an incremental faculty position.  However, we 
anticipate that reliable staffing of dedicated PPE courses will require an additional tenure-stream 
appointment.  The appointed faculty member would be expected to teach one or two of the dedicated 
PPE courses per year, as well as one or two non-PPE courses, serve on the PPE committee, advise 
PPE concentrators, and perhaps direct the program (see next point).  We expect that other faculty 
members would also offer PPE courses.  The incremental appointment is designed to assure the kind 
of reliable staffing needed to sustain a concentration.  PHIL is open to a joint search with POLISCI 
and ECON for a faculty member whose primary appointment would be in PHIL but may be joint with 
one of the other units.1 If a leading candidate is offered a joint appointment, then the other unit would 
be committed to a commensurate rise in administrative commitments toward PPE (by releasing that 
faculty member from some unit service for PPE duties). 

• 1 Director of PPE: Ideally, the Director would be the same person hired into the incremental line, if 
that line were authorized at the senior level.  At launch, the Associate Chair of Undergraduate Studies 

                                                 
1 POLISCI, unlike ECON, has indicated potential interest in sharing an incremental PPE line. PHIL welcomes applicants 
with POLISCI and/or ECON expertise as long as they are comfortable holding part of their appointment in PHIL, given 
PHIL’s responsibilities for administering PPE. 
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in Philosophy could direct PPE.  This model is not sustainable over the long term, given the 
anticipated future need to appoint Associate Chairs of Undergraduate Studies who may have no 
expertise in political economy, as well as our ambition to scale up PPE to include more extensive 
programming to be arranged by the Director.  Should the PPE program attract outside funding, we 
anticipate enhancements including financial aid, research and travel support for PPE students, team-
taught courses, a speaker series, meetings with PPE students at lunch with faculty speakers, and other 
events and community-building activities.  At present neither POLISCI nor ECON is interested in 
assuming Director responsibilities given the other demands on their faculty’s service time (however, 
POLISCI will share this responsibility if it shares the incremental line requested at the senior level). 

• 1 course release per year for the Director of PPE: At full scale, the programming responsibilities of 
the Director would justify such a release. 

• 1 GSI (.6 appointment) to teach for PPE 300: A GSI appointment of this size could be justified by 
increasing the size of PPE 300 to permit 3 discussion sections to be offered to ~75 students: 1 taught 
by a faculty member, 2 by a GSI (who may come from any of our participating units).  PHIL 
anticipates that PPE 300 would be popular with PHIL concentrators and be suitable for fulfilling 
PHIL concentration requirements. Although 2 discussion sections would normally carry a .5 
appointment for a GSI, we believe a .6 appointment is appropriate for this assignment because the 
interdisciplinary nature of the course would require the GSI to undertake extra preparation not 
normally expected of GSI’s for a single-discipline course.  We note that an appointment to teach 2 
sections of PHIL 160 already counts as a .6 appointment for a similar reason—the extra time required 
given the thematic emphasis of this course. 

• .25 staff position on launch of PPE, to be increased to .5 when PPE is at full scale, and office space 
to assist the administration of PPE: From the start, the administrator will assist the Director in 
overseeing applications, admissions, and advising, managing publicity (including PPE website), 
coordinating the inter-departmental Steering Committee,  ensuring year-to-year offerings of essential 
courses, and finalizing and publicizing the list of courses satisfying core PPE requirements and PPE 
tracks in a given term.  At full scale, the administrator will also help organize community events and 
talks by speakers, and with anticipated donor funding, administer financial aid and student research 
and travel support. 

 
8. Launch 

1. PHIL will launch, direct, and house PPE.  This arrangement may be modified in the future, to 
rotate with POLISCI, if faculty in POLISCI are interested in directing PPE or if a faculty line 
allocated to recruiting a director of PPE results in a hire with a primary appointment in POLISCI.  We 
understand that ECON is not interested in directing PPE. 

2. PPE will be launched in Fall 2012.  The first round of admissions will therefore take place in 
Winter 2012.  The launch period will last until the faculty line requested at D8 above is filled (in 2 or 
3 years). 

3. During the launch period, admissions to PPE will be capped at 20 per year. 

4. During the launch period, PPE 300 will be offered as a meet-together with PHIL 366: Introduction 
to Political Philosophy, which will be modified to meet the intellectual goals of the PPE gateway 
course.  If the Curriculum Committee has not yet approved a PPE concentration, the Winter 2012 
version of PHIL 366 will be offered as a pilot version of PPE 300 and offered to prospective PPE 
concentrators in advance of the formal admissions process as fulfilling the PPE 300 requirement. 

5. During the launch period, Honors in PPE (PPE 401-402) will be run as a meet-together with the 
respective Honors offerings of the 3 units, and Honors PPE students will sort themselves into the 
different Honors thesis courses according to their primary disciplinary orientation.  Thus, Honors PPE 
students may take PPE 401 as a meet-together with PHIL 401, POLISCI 493, or ECON 495 (the 
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respective thesis-prep courses for each unit).  In the second term of their Honors sequence, PPE 
students will continue with PHIL 499, POLISCI 494, or ECON 495/498, respectively. 

 
6. Timeline: 

 
• Summer 2011: PPE Concentration proposal submitted to LSA Curriculum Committee.     

PHIL's version of PPE 300 will also be submitted to the Curriculum Committee as a new course 
proposal. (This will initially be taught as a meet-together with PHIL 366 or PHIL 367.) 

• Fall 2011: Upon approval from LSA, publicity for PPE will begin.  PHIL will sponsor an 
introductory event for undergraduates interested in exploring PPE. 

• Winter 2012: PPE 300 offered on a “pre-launch” basis as a meet-together with PHIL 366.  
Students who enroll in the course under either course number will be entitled to count this toward 
fulfillment of the PPE concentration requirements. 

• Feb.-March 2012: Applications for students who want to apply for a PPE concentration will be 
solicited.   Applicants will submit a cover form, transcripts, and a 1-page statement explaining 
why they want to concentrate in PPE to the director of PPE.  20 students will be admitted to PPE 
in the first round. 

• Fall 2012: Formal launch of PPE: students who have been admitted to PPE will be able to 
declare. The launch period of PPE will last until the College authorizes an incremental line for a 
faculty member to direct or at least devote substantial teaching time toward PPE, and that line is 
filled.  During the launch period: 

o admissions will be capped at 20 per year, with applications solicited every Winter 

o PPE 300 will be offered as a meet-together with PHIL 366/367 

o Honors in PPE (PPE 401-402) will be run as a meet-together with the respective Honors 
offerings of the 3 units, and Honors PPE students will sort themselves into the different 
Honors thesis courses according to their primary disciplinary orientation. 

• Upon filling a faculty line (with an initial search in 2013-14): PPE will be launched to full-scale: 

o 30-40 students will be admitted to PPE each year 

o PPE 300 and PPE 401-2 will be offered as stand-alone courses 

9. Responsibilities of Participating Units 
 
PHIL, POLISCI, and ECON have agreed to the following division of responsibilities. 
 
Directing Unit: PHIL will launch, house, and direct PPE.  This will involve: 

• Advising PPE concentrators 
• Administering admissions 
• Running a faculty search.  POLISCI and ECON are welcome to participate in the search as their 

units’ interests indicate. 
• Managing publicity, including the PPE website, and other administrative tasks 
• Finalizing and publicizing the list of courses that will satisfy PPE requirements in any given term 
• Ensuring year-to-year staffing of essential courses 
• Running PPE-sponsored events 
• Overseeing policy decisions 

Participating Units: POLISCI and ECON will: 
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• Offer PPE concentrators the same priority into their courses that they offer to concentrators in 
POLISCI and ECON, respectively 

• Each term, provide a list of courses offered in their departments that will satisfy the PPE 
requirements, along with course descriptions and other information (e.g., syllabi) 

• Offer collateral publicity for the PPE concentration on their Departmental websites, with links to the 
main PPE website 

• Assign 1 faculty member to the PPE Committee for light duty which will include 
o advising on policy matters 
o helping identify PPE-eligible courses offered each term 
o supporting PPE advising by being available for occasional consultation by PHIL/PPE 

advisors regarding course offerings in their units 
o possibly reading some admissions applications (in marginal cases) 
o if the units desire, participating in the faculty search 

10. Comparisons with Overlapping Concentrations (new section after 1st par.) 
 
As an interdisciplinary concentration involving PHIL, POLISCI, and ECON, the PPE program overlaps with 
the disciplinary majors of each of these departments.  However, it is unique in combining normative inquiry, 
empirical methods, and formal tools of analysis such as game theory in addressing questions at the 
intersection of politics and economics.  The PHIL concentration involves little empirical inquiry; the ECON 
concentration involves little normative inquiry, and PPE offers a level of integration of normative and 
empirical inquiry rarely seen in any of our three units.  PPE 300 and 400, 401-2 (gateway and capstone 
courses) are explicitly devoted to integrating these three areas in ways that are not currently offered by any 
one of these concentrations standing alone. 
 
This raises the question of whether double concentrations should be permitted with PPE and PHIL, POLISCI, 
or ECON.  Our units would like to allow double concentrations, although we would advise PPE students on 
the dangers of overloading their schedules with requirements.  We provide the following information to the 
Curriculum Committee on what value would be added to a PPE concentration by combining it with a 
concentration in any of our units. 
 
The PPE concentration overlaps the PHIL concentration in two areas:  normative theory and formal methods 
(PHIL teaches logic and decision theory, but not statistics).  PPE students could theoretically satisfy their 
normative theory requirement, and half of their formal methods requirement, but none of their political economy 
requirement, with PHIL courses. The PHIL concentration requires broad study in other subfields of philosophy, 
including at least one course in metaphysics, epistemology, philosophy of language, mind, and/or science, and 
two courses in the history of philosophy (overwhelmingly, the history of metaphysics and epistemology).  These 
subjects do not overlap with any courses that could be taken to fulfill the PPE requirement.  In addition, the 
PHIL concentration requires two 400-level courses, and only a few of our offerings at this level would fit into a 
PPE concentration, because most are in subfields of philosophy not covered by PPE. 
 
The PPE concentration shares ECON 401: Intermediate Microeconomics, with the ECON concentration, and 
PPE students could theoretically satisfy their formal reasoning and political economy requirement, and 
occasionally a part of their normative theory requirement, with ECON courses.  However, the ECON 
concentration also requires ECON 402: Intermediate Macroeconomics and 15 additional credits in ECON at 
the 300- or 400-levels (or 18 credits if students satisfied their statistics requirement with a non-ECON 
course).  The PPE concentration does not require anything like this kind of focus on ECON specifically. 
 
POLISCI is the only one of our 3 units in which students could fully satisfy their 3 distribution requirements 
(formal methods, normative theory, and political economy) through its courses alone.  The POLISCI 
concentration, however, requires a breadth of coverage of subfields not required in PPE: at least 1 course in 4 
of the 5 subfields of POLISCI (Political Theory, American Politics, Comparative Politics, World Politics, 
Research Methods), as well as at least 2 courses at the 400-level. 
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The PPE program has three features that are intended to work to strongly discourage students from trying to 
satisfy a PPE concentration using courses drawn overwhelmingly from just one of our units: 
 

(i) Admissions: students will be required to submit a personal statement explaining why they are 
interested in a PPE concentration, with an explicit invitation to them to comment on their 
interdisciplinary interests.  Only students who express strong interdisciplinary interests will be 
admitted to PPE. 

(ii) Advising: the PPE program is designed around a model of fairly intensive advising, with its 
capped size, commitment to all-tenure-stream faculty advising, and requirement that students 
construct a coherent theme of study in consultation with advisors, in addition to satisfying distribution 
requirements.  Advisors will stress the importance of taking courses spread across departments, since 
the point of the concentration is to develop integrative, interdisciplinary skills. 

(iii) Theme requirement: the theme requirement calls for students to take 2-3 courses that must be 
spread across at least 2 of our units, as well as at least 2 courses at the 400-level, and, for Honors 
students, a thesis that draws upon the tools and perspectives of more than one of our disciplines. 

We believe that these features will in practice prevent students from trying to satisfy a double concentration 
with nearly the same set of courses, even if in theory there could be substantial overlap between PPE and a 
concentration in one of our units.  

11. Pathways through the PPE Concentration (new section) 

 

The following tables sketch three possible ways for a student to satisfy the PPE requirements, with different 
math backgrounds, themes, and Honors commitments.  Except for PPE 300, 400, 401-2, all courses listed for 
PPE are drawn from actual offerings by our units in the past two years.  Courses that satisfy PPE prerequisite 
or concentration requirements (FR = formal reasoning; NT = normative theory; PE = political economy) are 
in bold.  College requirements and electives are in normal type.  We assume students will take courses only in 
Fall and Winter terms, and only 4 courses per term.  Naturally there are many permutations possible and 
students would have more flexibility if they chose to take some courses in Spring/Summer or took more than 
4 courses in some terms, as is common for many of our students. 

Path 1: No prior calculus, placed into 3rd term language, non-Honors, theme: political economy of 
economic policy formation 
 

1st yr. Fall Winter 

 MATH 115 (MSA distribution; QR/1) elective 

 ECON 101 (SS distribution) ECON 102 (SS distribution) 

 Language course Language Course (LR) 

 FYWR course NS distribution course 

2nd yr. Fall Winter 

 PHIL intro (HU distribution) PPE 300 

 POLSCI intro (SS distribution) STATS 350 (FR) 

 NS distribution course HU distribution course 

 Elective (R&E) NS distribution course 

3rd yr. Fall Winter 

 ECON 401 POLISCI 381: Pol Research Design (FR, 
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ULWR) 

 POLISCI 369: Pol Econ Relations (PE) ECON 432: Gov’t Regulation (PE) 

 PHIL 361: Ethics (NT) PHIL 367: 19th c. Social/Polit PHIL (NT) 

 Distribution course in HU/NS/CE/ID elective 

4th yr. Fall Winter 

 ECON 481: Gov’t Expenditures 
(Theme) 

POLISCI 343: Pol Econ Devel Democ 
(Theme) 

 POLISCI 496: US Econ Policies 
(Theme) 

PPE 400 

 elective elective 

elective elective 

Path 2: prior calculus, placed into 3rd term language, non-Honors, theme: 20th c. normative political 
theory 
 

1st yr. Fall Winter 

 elective elective 

 POLSCI intro (SS distribution) PHIL intro (HU distribution) 

 Language course Language Course (LR) 

 FYWR course NS distribution course 

2nd yr. Fall Winter 

 ECON 101 (SS distribution) PPE 300 

 PHIL 303: Logic (FR) ECON 102 (SS distribution) 

 NS distribution course HU distribution course 

 Elective (R&E) NS distribution course 

3rd yr. Fall Winter 

 ECON 401 STATS 350 (FR) 

 POLISCI 301: Pol Thought (premod) 
(NT) 

PHIL 367: 19th c. Social/Polit  PHIL (NT) 

 PHIL/ECON 408: Phil & Econ (PE) POLISCI 364: Internat’l Law (PE) 

 Distribution course in HU/NS/CE/ID elective 

4th yr. Fall Winter 

 POLISCI / WS 422: Fem Pol Th 
(Theme) 

PHIL 442: Topics 20th c. Pol Phil (Theme) 

 POLISCI 402: Liberalism & Critics 
(Theme) 

PPE 400 

 elective (ULWR) elective 

 elective elective 
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Path 3: Prior calculus, placed into 3rd term language, Honors, theme: formal modeling of political 
competition 
 

1st yr. Fall Winter 

 elective elective 

 ECON 101 (SS distribution) ECON 102 (SS distribution) 

 Language course Language Course (LR) 

 FYWR course NS distribution course 

2nd yr. Fall Winter 

 PHIL intro (HU distribution) PPE 300 

 POLSCI intro (SS distribution) ECON 405: Intro Stats (FR) 

 NS distribution course HU distribution course 

 elective NS distribution course 

3rd yr. Fall Winter 

 ECON 401 ECON 398: Strategy (FR) 

 PHIL 359: Law & PHIL (NT) (R&E) POLISCI 302: Pol Thought (modern) (NT) 

 POLISCI 340: Game Theor Eur Politics 
(PE) 

ECON 482: Gov’t Revenues (PE) 

 Distribution course in HU/NS/CE/ID elective 

4th yr. Fall Winter 

 PHIL 443: Decision Theory (Theme) POLISCI 462: Strategic Interaction World 
Pol (Theme) 

 PPE 401 (Honors thesis) PPE 402 (Honors thesis, ULWR) 

 elective elective 

 elective elective 

 
12. Comparison with PPE Programs at other institutions (new section) 
 
This section summarizes the requirements for the 10 leading U.S. programs—6 PPE concentration programs, 
1 PPL(aw) concentration program (USC), and 3 PPE minor/certificate programs.  (The PPL concentration and 
PPE minor programs are not fully comparable to a PPE concentration and are included just to give a sense of 
institutional variations on a theme.)  Some PPE courses dedicated to integrating content and methods across 
disciplines are common to all PPE programs (although the level of integration of PPE courses at Claremont-
McKenna is unclear).  Four of the 6 PPE concentrations—Arizona, UPenn, Tulane, Yale—have tracks or 
themes.  Some programs (Arizona, USC) have more of a humanities/law bent than the PPE program proposed 
here.  We believe that LSA’s strength in the social sciences warrants a stronger social science emphasis for 
our PPE program.  This is indicated especially by our requirement that students take ECON 401: Intermediate 
Microeconomics.  An equivalent requirement is common to 4 PPE concentration programs, including Yale’s. 
 
Major/Concentration Programs (dedicated PPE courses in italics) 
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UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN Cover Sheet 
College of Literature, Science, & the Arts NEW ACADEMIC MINOR PROPOSAL 
FORM 
  

 
LSA students pursuing a BA or BS degree may opt to complete one or more academic minors in order to broaden their 
educational experience outside their area of concentration. Proposals must be approved by the LSA Curriculum Committee 
and meet the following criteria: 1) require no fewer than 15 credit hours in addition to any prerequisites; 2) provide 
structure and coherence, not simply a total number of credits elected at random; and 3) contain some upper-division 
courses. For policies and administration, click on Academic Minors. For alphabetical list of approved minors in the LSA 
Bulletin, click on Academic Minor Programs. 
  
Department/Academic Unit      Astronomy   

Title of Academic Minor          Astronomical Science   

Number of Credits:  Prerequisites _0_________            Required Courses (min/max if applicable) _____15_________________ 

Approved by Dept/Unit Curriculum Committee      Sally Oey  Date:   4/21/11  

Approved by Chair or Director         Joel Bregman  Date:   4/21/11  

Attach a memo on departmental letterhead with the following information: 
 
1. Brief statement of the goals of the minor along the lines of those listed in the College Bulletin. 

2. Intended audience for the minor. 

3. Summation of prerequisites and requirements for the minor for inclusion in the College Bulletin. 

4. Description of how each course requirement would contribute to the educational goals, structure and coherence of the minor. 

5. List of concentrations and academic minors in other departments/units whose students should be prohibited from electing this 
minor, due either to significant overlap of requirements or to proximity of subject matter. 

6. Departmental staff responsible for advising students in planning and completing this minor. 

7. Brief supporting statement (one or two paragraphs) explaining the rationale for creating this minor. 

Signatures of approval are required from all other departments/units with courses included in this minor (attach extra sheet if 
necessary). Please note: Signature of Chair/Director implies a commitment that the department 1) plans to offer the course on a routine 
basis, and 2) does not think that the added students in these courses will preclude their own concentrators from getting into the courses. 
Before submitting proposal: a) send modifications to each chair/director asking for approval via email; b) type each unit’s name and 
signer below, and c) forward all email approvals to Pam in one batch. 

 

Department/Program 

___Geological Sciences__________________ 

___Philosophy__________________________ 

___Physics_____________________________ 

___History_____________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

Chair/Director     Approval Date 
___Rebecca Lange_________________________ ___4/21/11______ 

___Louis Loeb_____________________________ ___4/21/11______ 

___Bradford Orr via Gus Evrard______________ ___5/19/11______ 

__ Kali Israel___(for Hist/Astro 300, 301)__ ___6/25/11_____ 

_________________________________________ _______________ 

__________________________________________ _______________ 

 
Send a hard copy and Word documents of cover sheet, proposal, departmental memo,  
and suggested text for the LSA Bulletin to Pam Rinker (pjmoran@umich.edu), 763-7139. 
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NEW ACADEMIC MINOR PROPOSAL  

Department/Academic Unit ___Astronomy___________________________________________________ 
Name of Academic Minor ___Astronomical Science___________________________________________ 
Effective Term   ___Winter 2012__________________________________________________ 
Date of Submission  ___July 25, 2011_________________________________________________ 
 

Requirements 

Min/Max # 
credits 

15 

Prereqs None 

Required 
courses 
(state 
minimum # of 
credits for 
upper-level 
courses) 

- Astro 101 or 115 
- Astro 102, 104, 105, or 142 
- 6 credits of:  Astro 201, 205, 210, or 220 
- 3 credits from:  A 300 or 400-level Astronomy course, or one of the Geosci, Philosophy, or 

Physics courses allowed for credit toward the concentration in Astronomical Science. 

Advising Information about scheduling advising appointments is available from the Department Office. 

Exclusions Concentrators in the Department of Astronomy. 

Other  
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September 27, 2011 
 
 
 

Memorandum 
 

To:  LSA Curriculum Committee 
 

From:   Olga Maiorova, Director, Center for Russian, East European, and Eurasian Studies 
 

Re: Re-submission of the Central Eurasian Studies Minor proposal 
 
 

On behalf the Center for Russian, East European, and Eurasian Studies (CREES), I am re-

submitting the Center's proposal for a new Central Eurasian Studies Minor to complement 

existing minors in Russian and in East European Studies. 

 

Following the Curriculum Committee's decision on March 8, 2011, then-CREES Director 

Douglas Northrop provided a detailed response to address the Committee's concerns (see 

attached email message dated March 12, 2011). 

 

On August 29, 2011, Doug and I met with Associate Dean Philip Deloria and Assistant Dean 

Evans Young to discuss the minor. At this meeting, we were informed that the minor 

proposal was now in order and that we should re-submit it to the Committee. 

 

Thank you for your consideration of our request. Please feel free to contact CREES with any 

questions. 
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Brief statement of the goals of the minor along the lines of those listed in the College Bulletin. 
The Center for Russian, East European, and Eurasian Studies (CREES) will offer an interdisciplinary minor to 
students who wish to: a) better understand the history, society, and culture of Central Eurasia (especially 
Central/Inner Asia and the Caucasus); and b) gain insight into contemporary political, economic, and social issues 
in this region. 

 
Intended audience for the minor. 

We anticipate this minor will be appealing to undergraduates enrolled in any college or school. The students that 
make up our intended audience fall into one of the following categories: 

 concentrators in a variety of LSA disciplines and professional schools who wish to develop contextual expertise 
on Central Eurasia; 

 students focusing on another world region who wish to deepen their knowledge of Central Eurasia as a 
comparative tool, or to better understand trade relationships, natural-resource usage patterns, or international 
politics and conflicts that spill into (and out of) this area. 

 
Summation of prerequisites and requirements for the minor for inclusion in the College Bulletin. 

No prerequisites will be required.  
 

Requirements: 
At least 15 credits of courses on Central Eurasia selected in consultation with and approved by the REES 
undergraduate academic advisor. A minimum of 3 courses that will be counted toward the minor must be 
upper-level (300- or 400-level). 

 REEES 340 (cross listed with AAPTIS, Asian, History, and MENAS) – From Genghis Khan to the 
Taliban: Modern Central Asia 

 Disciplinary distribution: at least one 3-credit course in each sub-area (arts/culture, history, and 
social science). 

 
Description of how each course requirement would contribute to the educational goals, structure, and coherence of 
the minor. 

At the core of the minor is an interdisciplinary survey of the region. For students who wish to minor in Central 
Eurasian Studies, REEES 340 provides an overview of the history, politics, government, economy, social 
institutions, environmental conditions, literature, and arts of the region and relations with the rest of the world. The 
disciplinary distribution requirements ensure that students are engaged in interdisciplinary study of Central Eurasia.  

 
List of concentrations and academic minors in other departments/units whose students should be prohibited from 
electing this minor, due either to significant overlap of requirements or to proximity of subject matter. 
 The minor will not be open to those electing a concentration or another academic minor in REEES. 
 
Departmental staff who would be responsible for advising students in planning and completing this minor. 

Appointments are scheduled online via the CREES website. Arrangements for continuing contacts are made in the 
first meeting with the CREES Academic Advisor. This meeting should be scheduled during the second term of the 
sophomore year. The CREES Student Services Associate also participates in the advising process. 

 
Brief supporting statement (one or two paragraphs) explaining the rationale for creating this minor. 

The minor complements the University’s increasing faculty strengths in Central Eurasian studies. Tenured faculty 
specialists on the region include two endowed professorships (one in modern Armenian history, the other in 
Armenian languages and literatures), plus additional tenured faculty in history (currently 2), NES (3), Slavic (1), and 
sociology (1). There is currently a search underway for an additional permanent faculty position in modern Central 
Asian studies emphasizing disciplinary expertise in the social sciences. Additionally, Central Eurasian language 
course offerings have been offered through a combination of on-campus and distance courses for Uzbek (and 
soon, Uyghur) and distance offerings for Pashto and Kazakh. (Such language study is not required for the Central 
Eurasian minor, but rather is a focus for REEES concentrators who emphasize Central Eurasia.) 
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Center for Russian, East European, and Eurasian Studies (CREES) 
Central Eurasian Studies Minor Course List 

Revised October 2011 
 

ARTS/CULTURE 

AAPTIS 274/ARMENIAN 274  Armenia: Culture and Ethnicity (Bardakjian) 

AAPTIS 269/HISTORY 278  Introduction to Turkish Civilizations (Hagen) 

AAPTIS 339  Turkey: Language, Culture, Society Between East and West (varies) 

AAPTIS 465/RELIGION 465  Islamic Mysticism (Knysh) 

AAPTIS 474/ARMENIAN 416  Introduction to Modern Armenian Literature (Bardakjian) 

RUSSIAN 358/558  Central Asia through Russian Eyes: Cultural Appropriation of an Exotic Land (Maiorova) 

 

HISTORY 

REEES 340/HISTORY 340/AAPTIS 340/ASIAN 340/MENAS 340  From Genghis Khan to the Taliban: Modern 
Central Asia (Northrop) 

AAPTIS 269/HISTORY 278  Introduction to Turkish Civilizations (Hagen) 

ARMENIAN 287/HISTORY 287  Armenian History from Prehistoric Times to the Present (Libaridian) 

HISTORY 325/RELIGION 325/AAPTIS 325/ASIAN 324  The History of Islam in South Asia (Mir) 

HISTORY 335 The Ottoman Enterprise (Linder) 

HISTORY 487/AAPTIS 467/RELIGION 467 Shi'ism: The History of Messianism and the Pursuit of Justice in 
Islamdom (Babayan) 

HISTORY 495  Medieval Inner Asia (Linder) 

 

SOCIAL SCIENCE 

REEES 490/SOC 490/WOMENSTD 490  Women and Islam: A Sociological Perspective (Göçek) 

POLSCI XXX  Pauline Jones Luong, a new professor of Political Science specializing in Central Asian studies, 
will join the UM faculty in January 2012.  She will teach a survey course on Central Asian politics  (title yet to be 
determined) and an additional course on the region.   

 

DEPENDENT RESEARCH PROJECT  

REEES 402  Junior Honors Workshop (arranged) 

REEES 403  Senior Honors Colloquium (arranged) 1-6 credits 

 

 

26

mailto:kbar@umich.edu


 

 
 
 
 
October 6, 2011 
 
 
TO: LSA Undergraduate Education 

Pam Rinker, LSA Curriculum Specialist 
2242 LSA Building 
1382 

 
 
FROM: Gregory Dowd  

Director, Program in American Culture 
3700 Haven Hall 
1045 

 
 
SUBJECT: American Culture Concentration Modification Proposal 
 
 
At present, American Culture (AC) concentration requirements include the following pre-requisite: 

 
[CURRENT] Concentration Pre-requisite (3 credits): One 200-level AMCULT course (either completed or 
enrolled in at the time concentration is declared) with the exception of AMCULT 222 and 223 

 
The American Culture Budgeted Faculty have approved the following change to the AC concentration and would 
like to propose it to the LSA Curriculum Committee for approval, to be effective at the beginning of the Winter 
2012 term: 

 
[NEW PROPOSAL] Concentration Pre-requisite (0 credits): Students do not need to be enrolled in or have 
completed any AMCULT courses in order to declare the concentration 

 
RATIONALE FOR CHANGE: 
We believe that making the changed proposed above would assist the Program in American Culture with several 
goals. To wit,  
 
Goal of increasing number of AC concentrators  
AC would do well with more concentrators: reasonable growth would be good for our classrooms, lecture sizes, 
GSI opportunities, honors thesis students, cohort development, the undergraduate intellectual experience of our 
concentrators, and more. We are not one of the programs or departments on campus struggling with too many 
concentrators.  
 
Goal of reducing barriers to AC concentration declarations  
LSA advisors and students have noted that our curriculum (itself recently revised and streamlined) still strikes 
many as unusually cumbersome and rigid. LSA advisers tell us that the high number of distribution requirements in 
our concentration is one factor that disinclines some otherwise interested students from our concentration. The 
question, then, is to how to decrease said rigidity without any loss to intellectual rigor and topical range in our 
concentration requirement.  
 
Goal of minimal disruption of AC distribution requirements  
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The least difficult curricular change at present is to expand the number of courses that fulfill the concentration 
prerequisite. We think this might make a difference because AC concentrators often declare this major later in 
their UM careers (e.g., few students attend UM with plans to concentrate in AC). AC is also often the second of a 
double-major. Thus, if a prospective concentrator is, for example, in her third year (and well into 300 and 400-level 
courses) we think it unnecessary to require her to step back and take a 200-level course.  Additionally, the 
prerequisite’s credits cannot count towards the 28 credits needed for the concentration.  We believe that 
removing all pre-requisites will make the AC concentration the most appealing and feasible to students. 
 
Recognition that non-sequential distribution is typical concentrators’ path  
Our curriculum is not based on the kind of vertical sequencing found in some other disciplines (e.g., tiered 
language instruction; sequence of mathematics courses). Thus students who have missed a 200-level course will 
not be ill-equipped to perform well in a 300 or 400-level course. We do not think it necessary to impose sequential 
demand of 200-level preceding 300-level enrollment. We would not be eliminating the pre-requisite, but rather 
acknowledging and welcoming the fact declaring an AC concentration may happen later in one’s college career. 
 
 
SUGGESTED TEXT FOR THE LSA BULLETIN: 
 
Change: 

Prerequisites to Concentration. One 200-level AMCULT course (either completed or enrolled in at the 
time concentration is declared). 

 
Concentration Program. A minimum of 31 credits (includes prerequisite). 

 
To:  

Prerequisites to Concentration.  None. 
 
Concentration Program. A minimum of 28 credits. 
 

 
 
Thank you for taking the time to consider this proposal. 
 

28



 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN         COVER SHEET 
College of Literature, Science, & the Arts CONCENTRATION MODIFICATION PROPOSAL FORM 

Department/Program:     American Culture  

Concentration Title:    American Culture  

Approved by Chair/Director:    Gregory Dowd    Date:    10/06/11 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

PROPOSAL TO MODIFY AN EXISTING CONCENTRATION/PROGRAM  
 

Department/Unit:   American Culture 
Name of Concentration: American Culture 
Effective Term:   Winter 2012 
Date Submitted:   10/06/11 

 

Current Requirements Modified Requirements 

Min # credits 31 credits (includes prerequisites) 28 credits (no prerequisites)  

Prereqs One 200-level AMCULT course (either completed or enrolled in 
at the time concentration is declared). 

Students do not need to be enrolled in or 
have completed any AC courses in order 
to declare the concentration. 

Required 
courses 
(state minimum 
# of credits for 
upper-level 
courses) 

Minimum of 16 credits: AMCULT 335, 345, 350, 399, and either 
496 or 498. 

same 

Electives/ 
Cognates 

Electives: Four additional AMCULT courses, at least two of 
which must be at the 300 level or above, with at least one of 
these at the 400 level. Students may take an additional 
AMCULT 496 or 498 topics course not being counted toward 
the senior seminar requirement. Upper division electives should 
cohere around a theme of each student’s own choosing, in 
consultation with the American Culture undergraduate advisor. 
 
Breadth requirements: Among the electives within AMCULT, at 
least one course at the 200 level or above must fall into each of 
the following areas (any single course may count toward one or 
more of the breadth requirements; required core courses 
cannot fulfill breadth requirements): 
• Pre-Twentieth-Century United States 
• Transnationalism, Diaspora, and/or Empire 
• Women, Gender, and/or Sexuality 
• Ethnic and/or Indigenous Studies 

 
Substitutions: When necessary, an appropriate course listed in 
another department may substitute for a required or elective 
course with permission of the American Culture undergraduate 
advisor. 

same 

Advising Students are encouraged to consult with the undergraduate 
advisor. For appointments regarding the concentration 
program, visit www.lsa.umich.edu/ac/undergraduate 

same 
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MEMO 
 
From: Peter van Keken, Associate Chair of Curriculum, Earth and Environmental Sciences 
 
To: LSA Curriculum Committee 
 
Date: October 3, 2011 
 
Re: Proposed change to the Paleontology Minor in Earth and Environmental Sciences 

 
The Departmental Curriculum Committee has approved a minor change to the Paleontology 
minor. The current requirements are:  

Academic Minor Program: At least 15 credits of courses, to be chosen from the following three 
categories as stated: 

1. Entry courses (0-4 credits required). The “entry point” into the academic minor may include 
two, but no more than 4 credits chosen from GEOSCI 103, 106, 116, 118&119, 120, 125, 135, 
149, 150, 201, 205, 206, 207. 

2. Core courses (4 credits required). GEOSCI 418 and 419 are required. 
3. Elective courses (at least 8 credits required). Students may choose from: GEOSCI 313, 431, 

437, 438, 439, 445, 498 (for 1-3, but no more than 3 credits), 510, 511, 513; EEB 390, 461 or 
permission of advisor. 

We propose to change these requirements to (with main changes highlighted):  

Academic Minor Program: At least 15 credits of courses, to be chosen from the following categories 
as stated: 

1. Entry courses (3-6 credits required). The “entry point” into the academic minor may include 
paleontology-oriented courses  (EARTH 103, 106, 125, 150) or geology-oriented courses 
(EARTH 116, 118&119, 120, 149, 201, 205, 206, 207).  

2. Core courses (4 credits required). GEOSCI 418 and 419 are required. 
3. Elective courses (remaining 5-8 credits). Students may choose from: EARTH 313, 431, 437, 

438, 439, 445, 498 (but no more than 3 credits), 506, 510, 511, 513, 536 (no more than 1 
credit); EEB 390 or permission of advisor. 

This modification makes the Paleontology Minor look more similar to the other Minors, with a 
well-defined entry point. It also adapts the upper level electives to the new course offerings 
that came about with the changes in the Departmental Concentration. 
 

  
 

Peter E. van Keken 
 

Professor of Geological Sciences and 
Associate Chair for Curriculum, 

Department of Earth and Environmental 
Sciences 

 
keken@umich.edu 

2534 C.C. Little Building 
1100 North University Avenue 
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48109-1005 
734.764.1435 
734.763.4690 fax 
lsa.umich.edu/earth 
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Department/Unit    Earth and Environmental Sciences  
Name of Academic Minor Paleontology  
Effective Term    Winter 2012 
Date of Submission   03 October 2011 
 

                    Current Requirements Modified Requirements (“same” if no changes) 

Min/Max # credits 15 Same 

Prereqs None Same 

Required 
courses 
(state minimum # 
of credits for 
upper-level 
courses) 

1.  Entry courses (0-4 credits required). The 
"entry point" into this Academic Minor may  
include two, but no more than 4 credits chosen 
from GEOSCI 103, 106, 116, 118&119, 120, 
125, 135, 149, 150, 201, 205, 206, 207. 

 

 
2.  Core courses (4 credits required). GEOSCI 
418 and 419 are required. 

 
 

3.  Elective courses (at least 8 credits 
required). Students may choose from: GEOSCI 
313, 431, 437, 438, 439, 445, 498 (for 1-3, but 
no more than 3 credits), 510, 511, 513; EEB 
390, and EEB 461, or permission of advisor. 

1. Entry courses (3-6 credits required). The 
“entry point” into this Academic Minor may 
include paleontology-oriented courses  
(EARTH 103, 106, 125, 150) or geology-
oriented courses (EARTH 116, 118&119, 120, 
149, 201, 205, 206, 207).  

 
 
2. Core courses (4 credits required). 
GEOSCI 418 and 419 are required. 

 

3. Elective courses (remaining 5-8 credits). 
Students may choose from: EARTH 313, 431, 
437, 438, 439, 445, 498 (but no more than 3 
credits), 506, 510, 511, 513, 536 (no more 
than 1 credit); EEB 390 or permission of 
advisor. 
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LSA Curriculum Committee 
Course Approval Actions 

11/1/2011   

1.
New
Fall 

2012

   

ENGLISH 240
Introduction to Poetry
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 2.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Gillian White, Doug Trevor, Cody Walker and others) 
 
Short Course Description:
   An introduction to the reading and writing of poetry.
Meets Distr Req: HU

Repeat for Credit? No

Assessment: The instructor will use the weekly response papers to measure how well students are mastering 
the following: (a) knowledge of poetic forms and techniques; (b) basic understanding of the 
historical contexts of poetry; and (c) familiarity with key conceptual analytic terms relevant to the 
understanding of poetry.

 

2.
New

Summer 
2012

   

ENGLISH 329 / ENVIRON 329
Environmental Writing and Great Lakes Literature
(UG Half 5.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Gregg Crane, Keith Taylor, Alan Hogg and others) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This course explores some classic examples of nature writing from the Great Lakes region (fiction, non-fiction, and 
poetry). It takes advantage of the resources of the Biological Station--habitat, trails and lake to stimulate written 
responses that are descriptive, narrative, and researched.
Meets Distr Req: HU

Repeat for Credit? No

Permission To Enroll: Department

Assessment: In addition to student evaluations, the success of ENGLISH 329/ENVIRON 329 will be assessed by 
a mid-term exam and an end-of-term discussion of course goals, content and structure. By the 
conclusion of the course, students should be able to discuss the connections between the natural 
world in which they conduct research, the assigned novels and their own writing. The students' 
writing progress will be observed during the term, and each of the writing assignments will be 
compared to each earlier writing samples to assess the development of students' creative and 
analytical skills.

 

3.
New

Winter 
2012

   

PHYSICS 114
Physics First-Year Seminar in the Natural Sciences
(UG Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 
Short Course Description:
   How society perceives physics and physicists naturally evolves, driven by any number of humanistic and technological 
factors. The roles that physics play to address societal issues are as vital and critical as ever. This seminar offers emerging 
topics of broad interest. 
Meets Distr Req: NS

Meets Gen Req: BS

Repeat for Credit? Yes
Max Times Crs Can Be Elected: n/a
Max Total Credits: 6
Elect More Than Once in Same Term? No

Assessment: Student progress will be tracked on a by-assignment basis, and the small format will encourage 
student-faculty interaction on areas of need to any particular student. We will use a CTools survey 
instrument to perform a mid-term evaluation, and perform the standard EE assessment at the end 
of term. 

 
BS Eligibility Supporting Statement:
   Natural Science distribution

 

4.
New

Winter 
2012

PPE 300
Introduction to Political Economy
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 2.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Elizabeth Anderson) 
 
Short Course Description:

   An introduction to the integrated study of the relationships of government, politics, and economic institutions, stressing 
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the analysis of collective action problems and assessment of diverse solutions to these problems from the standpoint of the 
interests and progress of humanity.
Meets Distr Req: ID

Repeat for Credit? No

Advisory Prereq's: Two introductory courses chosen from at least two disciplines: Philosophy, Political Science, and 
Economics.

Assessment: The professor will conduct a midterm course evaluation, in addition to asking open-ended 
questions about the course (features to retain, features that need improvement) in the final 
course evaluation.

 

5.
New
Fall 

2012

   

PPE 400
Seminar in Political Economy
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 2.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 
Short Course Description:
   Capstone seminar for non-Honors students in the Philosophy, Politics, and Economics concentration.
Repeat for Credit? No

Advisory Prereq's: Completion of distribution requirements for PPE concentration

Enforced Prereq's: PPE 300 with at least a C-

Min Grade Req: C-

Assessment: The professor will conduct a midterm course evaluation, in addition to asking open-ended 
questions about the course (features to retain, features that need improvement) in the final 
course evaluation.

 

6.
Mod

Spring 
2012

   

AAS 394
Junior Seminar
(UG Full 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Tiya Miles) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Course Title Junior Seminar Junior Seminar in Professional Writing 

Transcript Title Junior Sem Professional Writing 

Time Sched Title Junior Seminar Professional Writing 

Short Course Descr An intensive seminar on specialized topics in 
Afroamerican, African, and/or Caribbean 
Studies. 

This seminar provides students with 
opportunities to read, analyze, and practice a 
diverse range of professional writing styles 
based on a theme chosen by the students and 
instructor. Writing formats may include 
journalism, creative writing, grant proposals, 
legal writing, public scholarship, and writing 
related to the fields of science and health. 

 

7.
Mod
Fall 

2012

   

ASIANLAN 432
Japanese Pedagogy for Beginners
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0, Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course ASIANLAN 432 ASIANLAN 450 

Course Title Japanese Pedagogy for Beginners Japanese Pedagogy I 

Transcript Title Japanese Pedagogy Japanese Pedagogy I 

Time Sched Title Japanese Pedagogy Japanese Pedagogy I 

 

8.
Mod
Fall 

2012
   

BIOPHYS 290 / PHYSICS 290
Physics of the Body and Mind
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO
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9.
Mod

Summer 
2012    

BIOPHYS 450 / PHYSICS 450
Biophysics Laboratory
(UG Full 3.0, Grad Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Sarah Veatch) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Course Title Biophysics Laboratory Laboratory Techniques in Biophysics 

 

10.
Mod
Fall 

2012    

COMPLIT 240
Introduction to Comparative Literature
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 2.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Course Title Introduction to Comparative Literature Literature Across Borders  

 

11.
Mod

Spring
2012    

EARTH 119 / ENVIRON 119
Introductory Geology Lectures
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Credits UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0 UG Full 3.0-4.0, UG Half 3.0-4.0 

 

12.
Mod
Fall 

2012

   

ENGLISH 305
Introduction to the English Language
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Course Title Introduction to the English Language Exploring the English Language  

Transcript Title Intro English Lang Exploring Language  

Time Sched Title Intro English Lang Exploring Language  

 

13.
Mod
Fall 

2012
   

ENGLISH 314
Gender/Sexuality Studies
(UG Full 3.0-4.0, UG Half 2.0-3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Cross-Listing  WOMENSTD 314 

Course Title Gender/Sexuality Studies Gender & Sexuality Studies in Literature 

 

14.
Mod
Fall 

2012

   

ENGLISH 474
The "New Negro" Renaissance
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Credits UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0 UG Full 3.0, UG Half 2.0 

Components-Hours LEC, DIS REC 

Graded Component DIS REC 

 

15.
Mod
Fall 

2012
   

ENGLISH 495
Honors Colloquium: Drafting the Thesis
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Hnrs) (A-E) 
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MODIFICATION FROM TO

Y Grade (Cont.)? Yes No 

 

16.
Mod
Fall 

2012    

ENGLISH 496
Honors Colloquium: Completing the Thesis
(UG Full 1.0-3.0, UG Half 1.0-3.0) (Hnrs) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Y Grade (Cont.)? Yes No 

 

17.
Mod
Fall 

2012

   

MATH 420
Matrix Algebra II
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0, Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Course Title Matrix Algebra II Advanced Linear Algebra  

Transcript Title Matrix Algebra II Adv Linear Algebra  

Time Sched Title Matrix Algebra II Adv Linear Algebra  

Short Course Descr None This is an introduction to the formal theory of 
abstract vector spaces and linear 
transformations. The emphasis is on concepts 
and proofs with some calculations to illustrate 
the theory. Students should have some 
mathematical maturity and in particular should 
expect to work with and be tested on formal 
proofs. 

Advisory Prereq's MATH 217, 417, or 419. Linear algebra course (MATH 214, 217, 417, or 
419) or one of MATH 296, 412, or 451 

 

18.
Mod

Winter 
2012

   

MATH 513
Honors Algebra II
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0, Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Credit Exclusions Two credits granted to those who have 
completed MATH 214, 217, 417, or 419. 

None 

 

19.
Del
Fall 

2012

   

ASIAN 224
South Asian Poetry
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 

 

20.
Del
Fall 

2012

   

ASIAN 226
Asian Poetry
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 

 

21.
Del
Fall 

2012

   

ASIAN 265 / HISTART 265 / PHIL 265 / RCHUMS 265
The Arts and Letters of China
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 

 

22.
Del

Fall 

   

ASIAN 304 / RELIGION 304
Sikhism II
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
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2012

 

23.
Del
Fall 

2012

   

ASIAN 312
Traditional Korean Thought
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 

 

24.
Del
Fall 

2012

   

ASIAN 320
Sikh History I (16th-18th Centuries)
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 

 

25.
Del
Fall 

2012

   

ASIAN 321
Sikh History II (19th Century-Present)
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 

 

26.
Del
Fall 

2012

   

ASIAN 362 / RCHUMS 362
Writer and Society in Modern China
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 

 

27.
Del

Winter 
2012

   

GERMAN 104
History of German Cinema (LAC)
(UG Full 1.0) (Regular) (A-E) 

 

28.
Del

Winter 
2012

   

GERMAN 250
Literature and Culture of War in Germany
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 

 

29.
Del

Winter 
2012

   

GERMAN 421
Marriage and Marital Life in History: Medieval and Early Modern Germany (LAC)
(UG Full 1.0, UG Half 1.0) (Regular) (A-E) 

 

30.
Del

Winter 
2012

   

GERMAN 422
German-Jewish Identity and Culture
(UG Full 1.0, UG Half 1.0) (Regular) (A-E) 

 

31.
Del

Winter 
2012

   

GERMAN 447
Women and German Literature
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0, Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 

 

32.
Del

Winter 
2012

   

GERMAN 451
16th- and 17th-Century Literature
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 2.0, Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 2.0) (Regular) (A-E) 

 

33.
Del

Winter 
2012

   

GERMAN 452
German Literature of the Eighteenth Century
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 2.0, Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 2.0) (Regular) (A-E) 

36



 

34.
Del

Winter 
2012

   

GERMAN 453
German Classical Literature
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 2.0, Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 2.0) (Regular) (A-E) 

 

35.
Del

Winter 
2012

   

GERMAN 456
Nineteenth-Century German Theatre
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 2.0, Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 2.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
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