
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MEMORANDUM 

 
 

TO: Members of the LSA Executive Committee 

FROM: Pam Rinker 

DATE: November 2, 2011 

SUBJECT: Summary of LSA Curriculum Committee Minutes 
for October 11, 2011 

1. Minutes for 10/4/11 were approved. 

2. The committee continued last week’s discussion about revising college policies for 
academic minors. 

3. The committee approved the deletion of rule #6 for academic minors. They also 
approved the adoption of grading policies #6 and #7 in the policies for 
concentrations to replace rule #5 for academic minors. 

4. The committee also discussed the need to create college policies for undergraduate 
certificates and how they intersect with academic minors and concentrations. 



  

LSA CURRICULUM COMMITTEE 
Minutes of October 11, 2011 

Present: Phil Deloria (Chair); Pallavi Abraham, LSA-SG; Andrea Alajbegovic, LSA-SG; Paula Berwanger, 
Linguistics; Caroline Canning, LSA-SG; Tim Dodd, Academic Advising; Benjamin Fortson, Classical 
Studies and Linguistics; Phil Gorman, Academic Advising; Lori Gould, Dean’s Office; Marjorie Horton, 
Dean’s Office; Kristen Moore, Math; Neil Marsh, Chemistry; Tim McKay, Physics and Honors; John Mitani, 
Anthropology; Jennifer Myers, Residential College; Damani Partridge, Anthropology and DAAS; Sushama 
Pavgi, MCDB; JoAnn Peraino, Dean’s Office; Pam Rinker, Dean’s Office; Shelly Schreier, Psychology; 
Anna Wittow, LSA-SG; and Evans Young, Dean’s Office. 

The meeting came to order at 3:10 pm. 

MINUTES 

Minutes for 10/4/11 were approved.  

COLLEGE POLICIES FOR ACADEMIC MINORS AND UNDERGRADUATE CERTIFICATES 

The committee continued its discussion from October 4, 2011, about changing the rules for academic minors, as 
well as establishing new rules for undergraduate certificates. The proposal was deferred last week to consider 
any unintended consequences of deleting policy #6 as listed in the attached current policies for academic 
minors: “Students may not elect a concentration and an academic minor, or two academic minors, in the same 
academic unit, unless a specific exemption to this policy is noted in the academic minor description in this 
Bulletin.” The committee thought that a single rule no longer works for all departments, especially units that 
offer more than one minor in specific languages. Other departments, such as Math, would not allow students to 
earn both a concentration and minor. In any case, rule #8 would suffice in governing course overlap: “Students 
may not use more than one course to meet both the requirements of an academic minor and the prerequisites or 
requirements of a concentration.” They expressed a concern that these double-counting rules allow students to 
earn multiple concentrations much more easily than academic minors.  

The committee approved the deletion of rule #6 for academic minors. As a consequence, departments would 
determine any exclusion rules with regard to academic minors within the unit. They also approved the 
adoption of grading policies #6 and #7 as listed in the attached current policies for concentrations to replace 
rule #5 for academic minors: “Courses in the academic minor must be elected for a grade.” 

6. Students may not elect courses in an academic minor using the Pass/Fail grading option.  
 

7. A department or program may include Experiential or Directed Reading/Independent Study courses 
that are graded on a Credit/No Credit basis in an academic minor, but all other courses in the minor 
must be taken for a grade.  

In view of the recent approval of the Graham Scholars Certificate in Sustainability, the committee also 
discussed the need to create college policies for undergraduate certificates and how they intersect with 
academic minors and concentrations. This discussion will continue pending drafts of revised proposal forms 
and policies for academic minors and undergraduate certificates.  

The meeting was adjourned at 5 pm. 

NEXT MEETINGS:  

Subcommittees: October 25, 2011 

Course Approvals: November 1, 2011 

http://www.lsa.umich.edu/umich/v/index.jsp?vgnextoid=1631d377a3ce9110VgnVCM1000005001010aRCRD&linkTypeBegin=contentlinkTypeEnd&assetNameBegin=Experiential%20and%20Directed%20Reading/%20Independent%20Study%20CoursesassetNameEnd


CURRENT POLICIES FOR LSA ACADEMIC MINORS 
 
Students in the College may elect one or more of the academic minors offered by units within the 

College. Electing to earn an academic minor is optional, and there is no limit on the number of 

academic minors a student may elect. For more information, see the LSA Bulletin. 

 

An academic minor will require no less than 15 credits of course work, will show structure and 

coherence, and will contain some upper-level courses. At least 10 out of the 15 credits must be 

taken in-residence. Students who declare and complete an approved academic minor will receive a 

notation on their student transcript but not on their diploma. 
 
Academic Policies 
 

1. Each A.B. or B.S. student who wishes to complete an approved academic minor must 
develop a plan for the academic minor in consultation with a department or program advisor, 
who must also approve it. 

2. After developing a plan for an academic minor with the student, the program or department 
advisor has the academic minor entered on the student's record. 

3. The academic minor is not an option available to students earning the B.G.S. degree. 

4. An individually designed academic minor is not allowed. 

5. Courses in the academic minor must be elected for a grade. 

6. Students may not elect a concentration and an academic minor, or two academic minors, in 
the same department or program unless a specific exemption to this policy is noted in the 
academic minor description in this Bulletin. 

7. No course may be used to satisfy the requirements of more than one academic minor. 

8. Students may not use more than one course to meet both the requirements of an academic 
minor and the prerequisites or requirements of a concentration. 

9. If the academic minor has prerequisites, courses used as prerequisites to a concentration 
may also count as prerequisites to the academic minor. 

10. Advanced Placement credits may not be used to meet the requirements of an academic 
minor, but may be used to meet prerequisites. 

11. Courses elected to meet the requirements of an academic minor also may be part of the 
student's area distribution plan. 

12. A student must earn an overall GPA of at least 2.0 in the academic minor, including any 
prerequisites. 

13. Courses that are part of a student's academic minor may also meet the Language 
Requirement, the Upper- Level Writing Requirement, the Race & Ethnicity Requirement, or 
the Quantitative Reasoning Requirement. 

14. Students may not complete an academic minor after graduation, and an academic minor may 
not be converted to a concentration after graduation. 
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CURRENT POLICIES FOR LSA CONCENTRATIONS 
 

1. Each A.B. or B.S. student must develop a concentration plan in consultation with a 
concentration advisor, who must also approve it.  

2. Course requirements for the various concentration programs range from 24 to 48 credits at 
the 200-level and above.  

3. No more than 60 credits in a concentration (including courses in one department and the 
required cognates) may be counted toward the 120 for the degree. When an academic 
department has two or more SUBJECTs (e.g., Anthropology, Romance Languages and 
Literatures), a student may count a total of 60 credits from that department, not from each 
SUBJECT.  

4. No more than 60 credits in one language (other than English) may be counted in the 120 
required for a degree. However, the 60 credit limit on courses elected in one concentration 
may be exceeded when the excess credits have been used to meet the language requirement.  

5. Students electing an area, interdepartmental, or special concentration may count no more 
than 60 credits in any one department.  

6. Students may not elect courses in a concentration plan, including required cognates, using the 
Pass/Fail grading option.  

7. A department or program may include Experiential or Directed Reading/Independent Study 
courses that are graded on a Credit/No Credit basis in its concentration program, but all other 
concentration courses must be taken for a grade.  

8. No course from the department of concentration or a required course in a concentration plan 
may be part of a distribution plan (see, however, "Double Concentration" below).  

9. A student must earn an overall GPA of at least 2.0 in courses taken in the field of 
concentration. This includes all courses taken in the department of concentration 
(prerequisites, required courses, and electives) and any required cognates. Exceptions for 
specific concentrations are listed in Chapter VI.  

10. Courses that are part of the student's concentration plan may also meet the Upper-Level 
Writing Requirement, the Race & Ethnicity Requirement, or the Quantitative Reasoning 
Requirement.  

11. Effective in Fall 2004, students graduating with an Honors concentration are required to earn 
an overall GPA of 3.4. Individual departments may have higher GPA requirements for 
concentration courses. Check Honors concentration guidelines in individual departments 
listed in Chapter VI. 
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http://www.lsa.umich.edu/umich/v/index.jsp?vgnextoid=1631d377a3ce9110VgnVCM1000005001010aRCRD&linkTypeBegin=contentlinkTypeEnd&assetNameBegin=Experiential%20and%20Directed%20Reading/%20Independent%20Study%20CoursesassetNameEnd
http://www.lsa.umich.edu/umich/v/index.jsp?vgnextoid=fcced377a3ce9110VgnVCM1000005001010aRCRD&linkTypeBegin=contentlinkTypeEnd&assetNameBegin=Double%20ConcentrationassetNameEnd
http://www.lsa.umich.edu/umich/v/index.jsp?vgnextoid=f02ed377a3ce9110VgnVCM1000005001010aRCRD&linkTypeBegin=contentlinkTypeEnd&assetNameBegin=Upper-Level%20Writing%20Requirement%20(ULWR)assetNameEnd
http://www.lsa.umich.edu/umich/v/index.jsp?vgnextoid=f02ed377a3ce9110VgnVCM1000005001010aRCRD&linkTypeBegin=contentlinkTypeEnd&assetNameBegin=Upper-Level%20Writing%20Requirement%20(ULWR)assetNameEnd
http://www.lsa.umich.edu/umich/v/index.jsp?vgnextoid=de5ed377a3ce9110VgnVCM1000005001010aRCRD&linkTypeBegin=contentlinkTypeEnd&assetNameBegin=Race%20&%20Ethnicity%20RequirementassetNameEnd
http://www.lsa.umich.edu/umich/v/index.jsp?vgnextoid=c97ed377a3ce9110VgnVCM1000005001010aRCRD&linkTypeBegin=contentlinkTypeEnd&assetNameBegin=Quantitative%20Reasoning%20requirementassetNameEnd
http://www.lsa.umich.edu/umich/v/index.jsp?vgnextoid=c97ed377a3ce9110VgnVCM1000005001010aRCRD&linkTypeBegin=contentlinkTypeEnd&assetNameBegin=Quantitative%20Reasoning%20requirementassetNameEnd
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