
 
 
 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 

TO:  Members of the LSA Executive Committee 
FROM:  Pam Rinker 
DATE:  October 5, 2011 
SUBJECT:  Curriculum Committee Course Approval Actions 

October 4, 2011 
 

1. The minutes for 9/20/11 were approved.  

2. The new concentration in Philosophy, Politics, and Economics (PPE) was deferred 
pending resolution of issues with regard to content and structure. 

1 

3. The new Central Eurasian Studies Academic Minor was deferred pending an 
updated list of courses. 

9 

4. Corrections to RC’s minor in Urban Studies were approved. 18 

5. The R&E Subcommittee Report was accepted. 19 

6. All courses listed in the attached Course Approval Reports for 10/4/11 were 
approved with one exception: PPE 300 was deferred due to issues related to the 
PPE concentration. 

20 

 



  

LSA CURRICULUM COMMITTEE 
Minutes of October 4, 2011 

Present: Phil Deloria (Chair); Pallavi Abraham, LSA-SG; Andrea Alajbegovic, LSA-SG; Paula Berwanger, 
Linguistics; Caroline Canning, LSA-SG; Tim Dodd, Academic Advising; Kalli Federhoffer, German; Benjamin 
Fortson, Classical Studies and Linguistics; Phil Gorman, Academic Advising; Lori Gould, Dean’s Office; Marjorie 
Horton, Dean’s Office; Kristen Moore, Math; Neil Marsh, Chemistry; Tim McKay, Physics and Honors; John 
Mitani, Anthropology; Jennifer Myers, Residential College; Damani Partridge, Anthropology and DAAS; Sushama 
Pavgi, MCDB; JoAnn Peraino, Dean’s Office; Pam Rinker, Dean’s Office; Shelly Schreier, Psychology; Anna 
Wittow, LSA-SG; and Evans Young, Dean’s Office. 

Guest: Elizabeth Anderson, Chair of Undergraduate Studies in Philosophy  

The meeting came to order at 3:10 pm. 

MINUTES 

Minutes for 9/20/11 were approved.  

NEW CONCENTRATION IN PHILOSOPHY, POLITICS, AND ECONOMICS (PPE) 

Elizabeth Anderson, Chair of Undergraduate Studies in Philosophy, was invited to talk about a new concentration 
in Philosophy, Politics, and Economics (PPE), an interdisciplinary program focused on political economy. As 
detailed in the attached proposal, the concentration would integrate the questions, methods, and subject matter 
presented in courses from Philosophy, Economics, and Political Science. She noted that careful management will 
be essential in order for students to graduate with a mastery of three major approaches to understanding human 
beings and their social and political interactions. In addition, concentrators will need intensive advising and 
ongoing consultations to choose from such a wide range of issues. The PPE committee agreed that Philosophy would 
administer the new program, in part because they have an advising structure in place that uses tenured faculty. As a 
relatively small department, Philosophy has limited resources to meet the demand of students interested in PPE. 
Prof. Anderson said that the admissions process outlined in the proposal would prevent an explosion of 
concentrators. The initial launch in W12 will be limited to 20 students, with an eventual cap of around 75. She 
hopes that careful advising will allow current course offerings to suffice. The committee deferred the PPE 
concentration and PPE 300. They asked the PPE committee to consider the following issues: 

1. Articulate the rationale for the concentration in more detail. 

2. Clarify the Math/calculus prerequisite, ideally requiring all students to take the same course regardless of 
prior study. 

3. Decide whether or not to exclude any specific concentrations and/or academic minors based on significant 
overlap of courses required in each concentration. Students in a second concentration should achieve a 
value-added education, rather than automatically completing enough courses to qualify for both.  

4. Elaborate more on the promised 400-level core courses, ideally submitting new carfs for review along with 
PPE 300 and the PPE concentration. 

5. Map out a few possible pathways students might use to complete the concentration within the allotted 
number of terms. Even though students’ choices will vary a lot based on their specific interests, such 
scenarios of course elections can be a valuable exercise in thinking about how the “conceptual 
concentration” can be completed by a real student. 

RACE & ETHNICITY PROPOSALS 

The committee accepted the recommendation of the R&E Subcommittee (see attached report for details). 

1



  

APPROVED (1)  
Recertified / Blanket 
 
1. PHIL 355. Contemporary Moral Problems. Sarah Buss. W12 

ACADEMIC MINORS (proposals attached) 

1. The committee deferred a new Central Eurasian Studies Academic Minor, with a request that NES review 
and update the course list they submitted last year.  

2. Corrections to RC’s Academic Minor in Urban Studies were approved. 

COLLEGE POLICIES FOR ACADEMIC MINORS AND UNDERGRADUATE CERTIFICATES 

Academic minors were created several years ago primarily to offer additional breadth in undergraduate studies. 
The College’s recent approval of certificates prompted the Curriculum Committee to review the policies for 
academic minors and consider a new rule for certificates. Current LSA policies allow students to earn multiple 
concentrations in different departments with no limit on double-counting courses used to meet the concentrations. 
For academic minors, however, students may double-count only one course toward both a minor and a 
concentration. No overlap in courses is permitted in the courses satisfying two minors.  
 
To simplify College policies, the committee considered deleting academic minor policy # 6 (see page 11 of the 
LSA Bulletin): “Students may not elect a concentration and an academic minor, or two academic minors, in the 
same academic unit, unless a specific exemption to this policy is noted in the academic minor description in this 
Bulletin.” The committee deferred approval of this change until next week to consider unintended consequences. 
Members will ask various departments what they think about deleting this policy. If approved, it would leave 
exclusion rules up to each department with regard to academic minors within the unit.  

LSA COURSE APPROVAL REQUESTS 

1. The committee approved a total of 35 LSA course approval requests: 14 new courses; 63 modifications; and 
3 deletions as summarized in the Course Approval Appendix. 

2. The following courses were approved for distribution effective W12:  

a. HU: ASIAN 306/RELIGION 306, ASIAN 314, 369, and 374; HISTORY 103; and PHIL 286 

b. SS: ASIAN 371; HISTORY 104; HISTORY 316/MEMS 316/WOMENSTD 316; and LACS 321 

NEXT MEETINGS:  

Discussion, October 11, 2011 

Subcommittees, October 25, 2011 
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July 15, 2011 
 
To: LSA Curriculum Committee 
From: Elizabeth Anderson, Associate Chair of Undergraduate Studies in Philosophy 
Re: Proposal for New Concentration in Philosophy, Politics, and Economics 
 
The Philosophy Department, in conjunction with Economics and Political Science, proposes an undergraduate 
concentration program in political economy.  This memo explains (1) the subject and (2) rationale for such a 
program, (3) its intended audience, (4) goals and assessment, (5) rationale for course requirements, (6) 
administration and advising arrangements, (7) resource requests, (8) launch, (9) responsibilities of participating 
units, and (10) comparisons with overlapping concentrations.  
 
1. What is a PPE Concentration? 
 
The first PPE program for undergraduates was created by Oxford University in 1920 for students planning careers 
in politics and civil service.  The Oxford PPE program treats philosophy, political science, and economics as 
intellectually distinct enterprises, without integrating questions, methods, or subject matter across courses taken in 
the three areas.  Undergraduates at the University of Michigan are already free to undertake a comparable 
program of study by combining majors, minors, and extra courses in our three departments.  There is little value 
added to attaching the label “PPE” to such a collection of courses or to creating a set of regulations and advising 
structure to underwrite such a collection. 
 
Instead, we propose an undergraduate concentration in the interdisciplinary research program that links scholars 
in philosophy, political science, and economics (as core, but not the only disciplines) who are investigating 
questions of political economy.  Political economy originated in the 18th century as the integrated study of the 
relationships of government, political processes, property, production, markets, trade, and distribution from the 
standpoint of assessing these arrangements with respect to the interests and progress of humanity.  At that time, 
economics, political science, and philosophy were not yet distinct disciplines.  Adam Smith, the leading political 
economist of his day, both launched the modern discipline of economics, and held the Chair of Moral Philosophy 
at Glasgow from 1752-1764.  Although philosophy, economics, and political science have since taken divergent 
paths, they have continued to pursue common interests in developing the themes, methods, and concerns of 
political economy.  We propose a program of study in political economy for the 21st century that takes 
advantage of the intellectual strengths of LSA. Without pretending to be exhaustive, the following features are 
characteristic of research in political economy: 
 

• Exploration of the relations between individual action and collective outcomes as they shape and are 
shaped by environmental conditions, institutions, social norms, ideologies, and strategic and 
communicative interaction; 

• Special attention to the consequences of these relations for politics (voting, political parties, lobbying, 
elections, social movements, revolution, civil war, state failure, oligarchy, dictatorship, corruption, etc.), 
law and economic policies (taxation, regulation, property and trade regimes, macroeconomic 
management, etc.), aggregate economic outcomes (business cycles; the provision, degradation, or 
maintenance of public goods, etc.), and justice and human welfare (poverty, inequality, intergroup 
relations, freedom, etc.); 

• Formal methods of analysis including decision theory, game theory, evolutionary game theory, behavioral 
economics, and agent-based modeling; the use of analytic frameworks (such as principal-agent problems 
and positional competition) to understand characteristic problems that arise for human beings across 
disparate domains of action; 

• Critical reflection on the uses and limits of these methods and frameworks in light of empirical 
information and interpretations drawn from other disciplines, including history, psychology, and 
sociology, as well as normative and conceptual analysis; 
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• Integration of formal, empirical, interpretive, and normative inquiry to evaluate and design existing and 
alternative economic systems, constitutions, smaller-scale institutions, organizations, and social norms 
with a view toward improving their justice and service to human welfare.  Hence each of our disciplines 
includes normative subfields such as moral and political philosophy, political theory, welfare economics, 
and social choice theory.  

We envision the PPE concentration providing Michigan undergraduates with a rigorous, integrated and 
interdisciplinary program of study that brings together three major approaches to understanding human 
beings and their social and political interactions.  Core courses will expose students to a wide range of 
analytical tools and research methods in the social sciences, and will seek to foster the critical reasoning and 
rhetorical skills that are essential for philosophical writing and argumentation.  The concentration will be flexible.  
Students will be able to pursue a wide range of special interests and topics after completing a family of core 
courses.  Some will want to investigate a specific problem area with substantial moral, economic or policy 
dimensions (e.g., transitional justice for post-communist states; global warming and obligations to future 
generations; the economics and politics of distribution; gender and human rights; the effects of globalization on 
the poor; etc.).  Other students may wish to emphasize broad philosophical and methodological themes, such as 
cross-cultural conceptions and assessments of well-being; the bases and limits of international law; property rights 
and land use; the justification for and limits of state power; the nature of democratic processes; the role and status 
of decision models in the social sciences; etc.  The program will stress analytic rigor and critical reasoning using 
current tools, not any particular political or methodological slant. 
 
2. Rationale for a PPE Concentration 

There are many reasons to believe that a PPE concentration in LSA would make a valuable addition to 
undergraduate education: 
 

• As humanity confronts large-scale collective action problems linked to global climate change, 
international financial crises, immigration, failed states, stabilizing democracies, and the like, there is an 
increasingly urgent need for universities to train people who can tackle these problems using the tools of 
political economy. 

 
• Interest in understanding and tackling such problems has led to a renewal of interdisciplinary energy in 

political economy that should be brought to undergraduates. 
 

• LSA is perhaps uniquely situated to offer our undergraduates a rigorous, integrated program of 
study in political economy.  UM already is a, and perhaps the, world leader in genuinely 
interdisciplinary scholarship.  Our institutional structure makes it relatively easy to launch 
interdepartmental concentrations.  LSA has a distinguished group of faculty in Economics, Political 
Science, and Philosophy who work on questions of political economy and who are willing to teach 
courses in a PPE program. 

 
• Philosophy has an interest in training students to undertake normative inquiry in an empirically 

responsible way.  Right now the dominant methods of moral and political theorizing stress armchair 
reflection; yet booming interest in global justice and “nonideal theory”—theorizing that begins from a 
diagnosis of concrete problems such as global poverty, religious conflict, and racial discrimination, rather 
than from ideals of a perfectly just society—requires new methods. Successful normative inquiry in these 
areas requires greater engagement with empirical findings and theories in economics and political science. 

• Economics has an interest in providing opportunities for its talented students to gain more experience 
writing papers.  A PPE program would be an ideal vehicle for providing such opportunities to interested 
students. 
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3. Intended Audience 
 
PPE aims to offer rigorous, integrated, interdisciplinary training for students who are interested in exploring 
questions the lie at the intersection of philosophy, political science, and economics.  Because it demands 
cultivation of expertise in three disciplines, including considerable training in formal methods, students will need 
to meet high standards of academic achievement.  For this reason, the concentration will be selective and require 
an application.  The program is also intended to be small, to provide extensive opportunities for discussion and 
cooperative learning in small-group settings. 
 
We expect that a PPE concentration will be popular with students.  As of 2010 there were 67 students double 
concentrating in ECON and POLISCI, 13 in PHIL and POLISCI, 7 in ECON and PHIL, 29 students with a 
concentration in one of these fields and a minor in another, and 1 triple concentrator, for a total of 117 students 
seriously engaged in studies at least two of our units.  We would expect that many of these students would choose 
to pursue the PPE concentration if given the option. 
 
4. Goals and Assessment 
 
The primary goal of the PPE program is to provide rigorous interdisciplinary training for undergraduates in the 
analytical tools and subject matter of political economy.  The PPE program will be administered by a Director in 
the Philosophy Department, who will chair a PPE Committee composed of one representative from PHIL, ECON, 
and POLISCI.  The Committee will oversee programming by compiling and publicizing a list of current course 
offerings in our three departments that fulfill PPE requirements and modifying the list each year as new courses 
are developed and old ones dropped.  This will involve reviews of syllabi for suitable course content.  The PPE 
Committee will undertake regular assessment of the concentration in the following ways: 
 

• Examining trends in applications and yields to judge the demand for PPE among undergraduates 
• Reviewing evaluations of dedicated PPE courses 
• Undertaking exit surveys of graduating seniors 
• Convening focus groups of PPE students to investigate student satisfaction and suggestions for 

improvements in the program 
• Assessing availability of and enrollment in courses PPE students are using to fulfill requirements 

 
In addition, PHIL, ECON and POLISCI have agreed to undertake a comprehensive joint review of PPE 8 years 
after launch. 
 
5. Rationale for Course Requirements 
 
The PPE concentration requirements include 12 concentration courses (38-45 credits) plus 4 prerequisites (15-16 
credits) for 16 courses total (53-61 credits). 
 
Prerequisites (15-16 credits):  Because PPE integrates inquiry from three disciplines, students must take 
introductory courses in PHIL, POLISCI, and ECON.  The PHIL prerequisite (one introduction, 3-4 credits) is the 
same as for the PHIL concentration.  The POLISCI prerequisite (one introduction, 4 credits) is half the 
prerequisite for the POLISCI concentration.  The ECON prerequisite (introduction to micro- and introduction to 
macro- economics, 8 credits) is the same as the ECON prerequisite, except for calculus, which is incorporated 
into PPE’s formal reasoning requirement.  We consider these courses to provide the minimal essential background 
for PPE students. 
Dedicated PPE Courses Required for the Concentration (7-10 credits): The PPE concentration is conceived as the 
integrated, interdisciplinary study of political economy.  While, in the course of any student’s fulfillment of the 
PPE requirements, some cross-listed or otherwise interdisciplinary courses would be taken in any event, a 
coherent PPE concentration requires some courses explicitly devoted to integration of subject matter and methods 
from our three departments.  These courses will serve as places where students whose primary orientation is 
toward one of the 3 disciplines will interact with students more oriented toward the others, so they can share 
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perspectives and knowledge. They will also serve as places for community-building.  Of 9 U.S. PPE programs (6 
schools offering only majors, 3 offering only minors), all offer dedicated interdisciplinary PPE courses required 
for the program, ranging from 1 (Yale) to 7 (University of Arizona).  Gateway courses are offered by 4 schools, 
capstone courses by 6.  We believe that a gateway course (PPE 300, 4 credits) and a capstone seminar (PPE 400 
for non-Honors concentrators, 3 credits) or senior honors thesis (PPE 401—thesis prep seminar, 3 credits, and 
PPE 402, individual thesis supervision, 3 credits) provide the optimal integrative experiences for LSA students 
while still enabling them to take advantage of the extraordinary richness and diversity of LSA’s regular course 
offerings that bear on issues of political economy. 

Other Required Courses (4 credits): ECON 401: Intermediate Microeconomics (4 credits) is required for the PPE 
concentration to ensure adequate economics background.  Consultation with faculty involved in PPE programs at 
other institutions such as Yale University confirms our view that the academic success of PPE depends on 
achieving a level of rigor that requires intermediate microeconomics. 

Core Distribution Requirements (18-24 credits): Political economy integrates normative inquiry and formal 
analytical tools with the substantive study of politics and economics.  The PPE concentration therefore requires 2 
courses each in normative theory, political economy, and formal methods.  To avoid overburdening PPE students 
with requirements, we require just two formal methods courses, although in advising we will encourage students 
to take more. Within formal methods, statistics is required of all PPE students because it is an indispensable tool 
for analyzing the empirical data relevant to answering questions in political economy.  All PPE students must also 
have calculus, because this is a prerequisite for ECON 401, a required course.  Students who enter LSA with AP 
calculus credit may fulfill their second formal reasoning course requirement by taking a course in other formal 
methods central to political economy-- decision theory, game theory, logic, or advanced statistics. 

Themes (6-10 credits): After completing the above requirements (other than capstone), students will develop a 
course of study with their advisor that focuses on a particular theme in political economy, which may be 
normative, methodological, theoretical, or applied (e.g. decision-making & strategic interaction, globalization, 
justice & equality, or comparative political economy).  Non-Honors students will take 3 courses in the theme (9-
10 credits) and follow with the capstone seminar; Honors students will take 2 courses in the theme (6-7 credits) 
and dedicate their Honors thesis to that theme.  Themes will enable students to undertake advanced study in 
political economy by facilitating focus in what is inherently a diverse field of questions.  To ensure sufficiently 
advanced study, at least 2 theme courses must be at the 400-level.  To ensure cross-disciplinary expertise, at least 
2 courses in the theme must be offered by different departments. 

Honors (3-6 credits): We expect that most PPE students will follow the format for Honors that is standard for 
PHIL and POLISCI: a one semester thesis preparation seminar, followed by individual supervision of thesis-
writing by a faculty member with relevant expertise.  Because of its large number of concentrators, ECON very 
rarely offers individual supervision.  Its Honors program standardly involves writing a term paper for ECON 495: 
Seminar in Economics.  To accommodate PPE students who want to write a thesis primarily oriented to 
economics, PPE therefore offers the ECON format as an alternative. 
 
6. Administration and Advising 
 
1. Size of Program and Selection of Students: Due to the highly rigorous and interdisciplinary nature of its subject 
matter, the PPE program will be selective (as it is in many other PPE programs in the U.S.) and require an 
application.  At full scale, approximately 30-40 students will be admitted to the concentration each year, as 
follows.  Students may apply for admission to the concentration as early as the winter term of their second year.   
At a minimum, second-year applicants must have completed (with final grades showing) at least the prerequisites 
to the concentration, and should be enrolled in, or have completed, at least one further course that can be counted 
toward the concentration.   At a minimum, students who apply in the fall of their junior year must have completed 
the prerequisites and be enrolled in, or have completed, at least two further courses that can be counted toward the 
concentration.  Admission will be competitive and enrollment will be limited to assure a high quality educational 
experience.   Criteria for admission include (a) GPA, with special attention given to grades in PHIL, POLISCI, 
and ECON, and (b) a one page personal statement.   Each academic year we anticipate admitting about 25-30 
second-year and about 10-15 third-year students. 
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2. Director and PPE Committee: PPE will be administered by a Director and a PPE Committee composed of 1 
faculty member from each of PHIL, ECON, and POLISCI.  PHIL will launch PPE, and is willing to permanently 
direct and house PPE.  (Housing of PPE may change in the future if a faculty member whose primary 
appointment is in one of the other units wishes to direct PPE.) The administrative duties of the Director shall 
include running admissions, managing advising, ensuring year-to-year staffing of essential courses, overseeing 
policy decisions, managing publicity for the program and its events, etc.  The members of the committee will 
advise on policy matters, help identify PPE-eligible courses (see point 4 below), read some admissions 
applications, and support PPE advising as specified in point 3 below).  Should PPE attract donor funding, the 
Director will manage enhancements to the program, including a speaker series, community building events, 
financial aid, travel and research support for PPE students, and other opportunities. 
 
3. Advising: All PPE advising will be undertaken by full-time faculty in PHIL, as is the standard for our PHIL 
concentrators.   The Director of PPE and the PHIL member of the PPE committee will be responsible for PPE 
advising, and will also belong to the PHIL Undergraduate Studies Committee.  Each term, the Director will 
arrange a meeting of the PPE committee in which upcoming course offerings that meet PPE requirements will be 
reviewed, so that PPE advisors can offer informed guidance to students.   PPE committee members will also be 
available for occasional consultation by PPE advisors throughout the year.  One critical advising task will be to 
guide students through their themes, once they have fulfilled the core requirements.  PPE students will be advised 
that they need to start planning their themes as soon as they are admitted to the concentration. 
 
4. Identification of PPE-eligible courses: To assist course planning by PPE concentrators and advisors, the PPE 
representatives from ECON, PHIL, and POLISCI will, in conjunction with the PPE director and with the advice 
of the Chairs or Undergraduate Chairs of the 3 units, review course offerings scheduled for the following year and 
submit a list of such courses in their units that are (a) eligible for the core requirement and/or (b) recommended 
for the theme requirement.  The list, along with course descriptions, will be posted on a PPE website for all to 
consult.  Students will be free to argue that courses not on the list—for example, courses in other units such as 
SOC, PSYCH, or CMPLXSYS—make a coherent fit with their theme.  PPE advisors will be authorized to 
approve such courses for the theme requirement. 
 
5. Double Concentrations and Minors: Students will be permitted to double concentrate in PPE and any other 
concentration.  However, because the course requirements for PPE already approach a double concentration, 
students will be discouraged in advising from adding a concentration to PPE other than PHIL, POLISCI, or 
ECON.  A concentration in PPE and a concentration or minor in PHIL, POLISCI, or ECON would be more 
feasible because so many requirements would overlap.  PPE will not be offered as a minor.  PPE is challenging 
and requires such wide-ranging background that it is not suitable as a stand-alone minor.  (The Notre Dame PPE 
program is designed to allow students who are already pursuing a concentration in ECON, POLISCI, or PHIL to 
add a PPE minor.  However, Notre Dame offers PPE as an add-on minor only and does not have a PPE major.)  
Given that the proposed PPE program is selective and will already involve considerable effort in selecting and 
advising students, our effort would either be taxed or the effort devoted to concentrators would be diluted by a 
PPE minor. 
 
6. Course Priority:  PPE students will be taking many courses that ECON, POLISCI, and PHIL concentrators and 
minors would also be taking.  To assure PPE students that they will have access to a quality education, so that we 
can attract the talented students needed for the success of the program, ECON, POLISCI, and PHIL have agreed 
that PPE students will have the same priority in enrolling in ECON, POLISCI, and PHIL courses as 
concentrators in these fields with equivalent seniority. 
 
7. Publicity: All three units will support publicity for PPE, including presence on a par with units’ other degree 
programs (concentration and minors) on their websites, and distribution of announcements regarding PPE 
opportunities, events, course offerings, application process, etc., by whatever venues each unit uses for 
communicating with their students. 
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10. Possible Expansion: We may want to engage other units in the PPE concentration.  Complex Systems and 
Sociology would be obvious possibilities within LSA.  Outside LSA, we might think of ways the Ford School, the 
School of Public Health, and the Law School might participate.  For starters, however, it makes sense to make 
PPE an exclusively LSA affair, given the need to iron out many issues on launch. 
 
7. Resource Requests 
 
PHIL, as the unit that houses and directs PPE, requests the following incremental resources:  

• 1 tenure-stream faculty position:  PPE needs enough faculty to reliably offer PPE 300 (the gateway 
course) once per year to ~40 students, 2 sections of PPE 400 (the capstone seminar) per year to ~15 
students each, and to supervise 10 Honors theses (PPE 402) per year.  It would also be desirable to be able 
to offer PPE 401 as a free-standing thesis prep seminar for Honors PPE students, rather than as a meet-
together with the thesis prep seminars for PHIL and POLISCI concentrators.  PPE will be initiated and 
run for the first couple of years without an incremental faculty position.  However, we anticipate that 
reliable staffing of dedicated PPE courses will require an additional tenure-stream appointment.  The 
appointed faculty member would be expected to teach one or two of the dedicated PPE courses per year, 
as well as one or two non-PPE courses, serve on the PPE committee, advise PPE concentrators, and 
perhaps direct the program (see next point).  We expect that other faculty members would also offer PPE 
courses.  The incremental appointment is designed to assure the kind of reliable staffing needed to sustain 
a concentration.  PHIL is open to a joint search with POLISCI and ECON for a faculty member whose 
primary appointment would be in PHIL but may be joint with one of the other units.1 If a leading 
candidate is offered a joint appointment, then the other unit would be committed to a commensurate rise 
in administrative commitments toward PPE (by releasing that faculty member from some unit service for 
PPE duties). 

• 1 Director of PPE: Ideally, the Director would be the same person hired into the incremental line, if that 
line were authorized at the senior level.  At launch, the Associate Chair of Undergraduate Studies in 
Philosophy could direct PPE.  This model is not sustainable over the long term, given the anticipated 
future need to appoint Associate Chairs of Undergraduate Studies who may have no expertise in political 
economy, as well as our ambition to scale up PPE to include more extensive programming to be arranged 
by the Director.  Should the PPE program attract outside funding, we anticipate enhancements including 
financial aid, research and travel support for PPE students, team-taught courses, a speaker series, 
meetings with PPE students at lunch with faculty speakers, and other events and community-building 
activities.  At present neither POLISCI nor ECON is interested in assuming Director responsibilities 
given the other demands on their faculty’s service time (however, POLISCI will share this responsibility 
if it shares the incremental line requested at the senior level). 

• 1 course release per year for the Director of PPE: At full scale, the programming responsibilities of the 
Director would justify such a release. 

• 1 GSI (.6 appointment) to teach for PPE 300: A GSI appointment of this size could be justified by 
increasing the size of PPE 300 to permit 3 discussion sections to be offered to ~75 students: 1 taught by a 
faculty member, 2 by a GSI.  PHIL anticipates that PPE 300 would be popular with PHIL concentrators 
and be suitable for fulfilling PHIL concentration requirements. Although 2 discussion sections would 
normally carry a .5 appointment for a GSI, we believe a .6 appointment is appropriate for this assignment 
because the interdisciplinary nature of the course would require the GSI to undertake extra preparation 
not normally expected of GSI’s for a philosophy course.  We note that an appointment to teach 2 sections 
of PHIL 160 already counts as a .6 appointment for a similar reason—the extra time required given the 
thematic emphasis of this course. 

                                                 
1 POLISCI, unlike ECON, has indicated potential interest in sharing an incremental PPE line. PHIL welcomes applicants 
with POLISCI and/or ECON expertise as long as they are comfortable holding part of their appointment in PHIL, given 
PHIL’s responsibilities for administering PPE. 
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• .25 staff position on launch of PPE, to be increased to .5 when PPE is at full scale, and office space to 
assist the administration of PPE: From the start, the administrator will assist the Director in overseeing 
applications, admissions, and advising, managing publicity (including PPE website), coordinating the 
inter-departmental Steering Committee,  ensuring year-to-year offerings of essential courses, and 
finalizing and publicizing the list of courses satisfying core PPE requirements and PPE tracks in a given 
term.  At full scale, the administrator will also help organize community events and talks by speakers, 
and with anticipated donor funding, administer financial aid and student research and travel support. 

8. Launch 
 
1. PHIL will launch, direct, and house PPE.  This arrangement may be modified in the future, to rotate with 
POLISCI, if faculty in POLISCI are interested in directing PPE or if a faculty line allocated to recruiting a 
director of PPE results in a hire with a primary appointment in POLISCI.  We understand that ECON is not 
interested in directing PPE. 
   
2. PPE will be launched in Fall 2012.  The first round of admissions will therefore take place in Winter 2012.  The 
launch period will last until the faculty line requested at D8 above is filled (in 2 or 3 years). 
 
3. During the launch period, admissions to PPE will be capped at 20 per year. 
 
4. During the launch period, PPE 300 will be offered as a meet-together with PHIL 366: Introduction to Political 
Philosophy, which will be modified to meet the intellectual goals of the PPE gateway course.  If the Curriculum 
Committee has not yet approved a PPE concentration, the Winter 2012 version of PHIL 366 will be offered as a 
pilot version of PPE 300 and offered to prospective PPE concentrators in advance of the formal admissions 
process as fulfilling the PPE 300 requirement. 
 
5. During the launch period, Honors in PPE (PPE 401-402) will be run as a meet-together with the respective 
Honors offerings of the 3 units, and Honors PPE students will sort themselves into the different Honors thesis 
courses according to their primary disciplinary orientation.  Thus, Honors PPE students may take PPE 401 as a 
meet-together with PHIL 401, POLISCI 493, or ECON 495 (the respective thesis-prep courses for each unit).  In 
the second term of their Honors sequence, PPE students will continue with PHIL 499, POLISCI 494, or ECON 
495/498, respectively. 
 
6. Timeline: 
 

• Summer 2011: PPE Concentration proposal submitted to LSA Curriculum Committee.    PHIL's version 
of PPE 300 will also be submitted to the Curriculum Committee as a new course proposal. (This will 
initially be taught as a meet-together with PHIL 366 or PHIL 367.) 

• Fall 2011: Upon approval from LSA, publicity for PPE will begin.  PHIL will sponsor an introductory 
event for undergraduates interested in exploring PPE. 

• Winter 2011: PPE 300 offered on a “pre-launch” basis as a meet-together with PHIL 366.  Students who 
enroll in the course under either course number will be entitled to count this toward fulfillment of the PPE 
concentration requirements. 

• Feb.-March 2011: Applications for students who want to apply for a PPE concentration will be solicited.   
Applicants will submit a cover form, transcripts, and a 1-page statement explaining why they want to 
concentrate in PPE to the director of PPE.  20 students will be admitted to PPE in the first round. 

• Fall 2012: Formal launch of PPE: students who have been admitted to PPE will be able to declare. The 
launch period of PPE will last until the College authorizes an incremental line for a faculty member to 
direct or at least devote substantial teaching time toward PPE, and that line is filled.  During the launch 
period: 

o admissions will be capped at 20 per year, with applications solicited every Winter 
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o PPE 300 will be offered as a meet-together with PHIL 366/367 

o Honors in PPE (PPE 401-402) will be run as a meet-together with the respective Honors offerings 
of the 3 units, and Honors PPE students will sort themselves into the different Honors thesis 
courses according to their primary disciplinary orientation. 

• Upon filling a faculty line (with an initial search in 2013-14): PPE will be launched to full-scale: 

o 30-40 students will be admitted to PPE each year 

o PPE 300 and PPE 401-2 will be offered as stand-alone courses 

 
9. Responsibilities of Participating Units 
 
PHIL, POLISCI, and ECON have agreed to the following division of responsibilities. 
 
Directing Unit: PHIL will launch, house, and direct PPE.  This will involve: 

• Advising PPE concentrators 
• Administering admissions 
• Running a faculty search.  POLISCI and ECON are welcome to participate in the search as their units’ 

interests indicate. 
• Managing publicity, including the PPE website, and other administrative tasks 
• Finalizing and publicizing the list of courses that will satisfy PPE requirements in any given term 
• Ensuring year-to-year staffing of essential courses 
• Running PPE-sponsored events 
• Overseeing policy decisions 

Participating Units: POLISCI and ECON will: 

• Offer PPE concentrators the same priority into their courses that they offer to concentrators in POLISCI 
and ECON, respectively 

• Each term, provide a list of courses offered in their departments that will satisfy the PPE requirements, 
along with course descriptions and other information (e.g., syllabi) 

• Offer collateral publicity for the PPE concentration on their Departmental websites, with links to the main 
PPE website 

• Assign 1 faculty member to the PPE Committee for light duty which will include 
o advising on policy matters 
o helping identify PPE-eligible courses offered each term 
o supporting PPE advising by being available for occasional consultation by PHIL/PPE advisors 

regarding course offerings in their units 
o possibly reading some admissions applications (in marginal cases) 
o if the units desire, participating in the faculty search 

 
10. Comparisons with Overlapping Concentrations 
 
As an interdisciplinary concentration involving PHIL, POLISCI, and ECON, the PPE program overlaps with the 
disciplinary majors of each of these departments.  However, it is unique in combining normative inquiry, 
empirical methods, and formal tools of analysis such as game theory in addressing questions at the intersection of 
politics and economics.  The PHIL concentration involves little empirical inquiry; the ECON concentration 
involves little normative inquiry, and PPE offers a level of integration of normative and empirical inquiry rarely 
seen in any of our three units. 
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UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN            Cover Sheet 
College of Literature, Science, & the Arts NEW CONCENTRATION PROPOSAL 
 

 
The LSA concentration requirement provides an opportunity to pursue a thorough investigation of a subject or 
problem. If education is to be a connected, developmental experience, then fundamental skills, abilities, and 
knowledge must be used continuously. Concentration programs organize students' work in such a way that later 
experiences relate to and extend earlier ones. Students normally declare a concentration during the second 
term of the sophomore year, although some students make a decision earlier. Proposals must meet the criteria 
listed in the LSA concentration policies and be approved by the LSA Curriculum Committee.  

Department/Unit: Philosophy_ 

Title of Concentration: Philosophy, Politics, and Economics (PPE) 

Number of Credits 
Prerequisites (will not count toward concentration) 15-16      Requirements   minimum 38   maximum 45 

Department Chair/Director Laura Ruetsche  

Attach a memo on departmental letterhead addressing the following issues: 

1. Intended audience. 

2. Overall goals and objectives and plans for assessing whether or not they are being met.  

3. How each requirement listed on the attached form contributes to the educational goals, structure,  
and coherence of the concentration. 

4. Rationale for creating this new concentration. 

5. Departmental staff responsible for advising students in planning and completing this concentration. 

6. Additional resources that would be needed by the department. 

7. List of concentrations in other departments or schools that have significantly overlapping requirements  
or proximity of subject matter.  
 

If the new concentration includes any courses from other departments/academic units, approval is 
required from each chair/director. Approval indicates two commitments: 1) the unit plans to offer the course 
on a routine basis; and 2) additional students would not preclude enrollment by the unit’s own concentrators. 
Prior to submitting proposal form: a) send modifications to each chair/director asking for approval via email; 
b) type each unit’s name and chair/director below; and c) forward all email approvals to Pam in one batch. 

Academic Unit 

Political Science       ___________ 

Economics  __________________ 

Mathematics__________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

Chair/Director            Approval Date  
_Charles Shipan____________________________      ____________ 

_Joel Slemrod______________________________      _____________ 

_Mel Hochster_______________________________     ____________ 

___________________________________________ _____________ 

____________________________________________ _____________ 

___________________________________________ _____________ 
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NEW CONCENTRATION/PROGRAM PROPOSAL 

Department    PHILOSOPHY 
Name of Concentration PHILOSOPHY, POLITICS, AND ECONOMICS 
Effective Term    FALL 2012 
 

Prerequisites one 100- or 200- level PHIL course other than 180, 201, 296 (logic) 
one POLSCI intro: 101: Political Theory, 111: Am. Gov’t, 140: Comp. Politics, or 160: World Politics 
ECON 101: Introductory Microeconomics and ECON 102: Introductory Macroeconomics 

Requirements ECON 401: Intermediate Microeconomics 
PPE 300: Introduction to Political Economy [new course: gateway] 
PPE 400: Senior Seminar in Political Economy [new course: non-Honors capstone] 
Formal Reasoning: one course in statistics and one additional course in calculus, statistics, logic, 
decision theory, or game theory from the list below.  This second course must be calculus for all 
students who do not have prior training in calculus. 

One course in statistics (ECON 404: Statistics for Economists; ECON 405: Introduction to 
Statistics; STATS 350: Introduction to Statistics and Data Analysis; STATS 426: Introduction to 
Mathematical Statistics). 
If student does not enter LSA with credit for MATH 121 (AP Calculus), one course in calculus 
(MATH 115, 116, 156, 175, 176, 185, 186, 215, 295, or 296). 
If student enters LSA with credit for MATH 121, one course in statistics, logic, decision theory, or 
game theory from the following: POLISCI 381: Political Science Research Design, POLISCI 391: 
Introduction to Modeling Political Processes, POLISCI 488: Political Dynamics, POLISCI 490: Game 
Theory and Formal Models, POLISCI 499: Quantitative Methods of Political Analysis, PHIL 303: 
Introduction to Symbolic Logic, PHIL 305: Introduction to Formal Philosophical Methods, PHIL 296: 
Honors Introduction to Logic, PHIL 413: Formal Philosophical Methods, PHIL 414: Mathematical 
Logic, PHIL 443: Foundations of Rational Choice Theory, ECON 398: Strategy, ECON 409: Game 
Theory, MATH 425: Probability Theory 

Normative Theory: two 300- or 400- level courses in political philosophy, political theory, or welfare 
economics from the list below. 

PHIL 359: Law and Philosophy, PHIL 361: Ethics, PHIL 366: Introduction to Political Philosophy, 
PHIL 367: 19th Century Social and Political Philosophy, PHIL 369: Philosophy of Law, PHIL 408 / 
ECON 408: Philosophy and Economics, PHIL 430: Topics in Ethics, PHIL 431: Normative Ethics, 
PHIL 433: History of Ethics, PHIL 441: Social Philosophy, PHIL 442: Topics in Political 
Philosophy, PHIL 445: Philosophy of Law, POLISCI 301: Development of Political Thought: To 
Modern Period, POLISCI 302: Development of Political Thought: Modern and Recent, POLISCI 
306: American Political Thought, POLISCI 400: Selected Topics in Political Theory, POLISCI 401/ 
WOMENSTD 422: Feminist Political Theory, POLISCI 402: Liberalism and Its Critics, POLISCI 
403/ CLCIV 403: Greek Political Thought, POLISCI 404: Foundations of Modern Political Thought, 
POLISCI 405: Political Philosophy of the Enlightenment, POLISCI 409: Twentieth Century Political 
Thought, POLISCI 495: Undergraduate Seminar in Political Theory, ECON 408 / PHIL 408: 
Philosophy and Economics, ECON 496. History of Economic Thought 

Political Economy: two courses engaging the economics of government or the politics of economic 
activity or institutions from the list below. 
ECON 398: Strategy, ECON 402: Intermediate Macroeconomic Theory, ECON 408: Philosophy and 
Economics, ECON 409: Game Theory, ECON 432: Government Regulation of Industry, ECON 481: 
Government Expenditures, ECON 482: Government Revenues, POLSCI 281 / CMPLXSYS 281: 
Applied Complex Systems: Emergent Challenges, POLSCI 322: Legislative Process, POLSCI 337: 
Comparative Constitutional Design, POLSCI 340: A Game-Theoretic Approach to West European 
Politics, POLSCI 341: Comparative Politics of Developed Democracies, POLSCI 348: Political 
Economy of Development, POLSCI 343: Political Economy of Developed Democracies, POLSCI 363: 
International Organization & Integration, POLSCI 364: Public International Law, POLSCI 369: Politics 
of International Economic Relations, POLSCI 387: Comparative Analysis of Government Institutions, 
POLSCI 389: Political Strategy & Debate, POLSCI 425: Inequality in the United States, POLSCI 432: 
Political Economy: two courses engaging the economics of government or the politics of economic 
activity or institutions from the following list: 
ECON 398: Strategy, ECON 402: Intermediate Macroeconomic Theory, ECON 408: Philosophy and 
Economics, ECON 409: Game Theory, ECON 432: Government Regulation of Industry, ECON 481:  
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 Applied Complex Systems: Emergent Challenges, POLSCI 322: Legislative Process, POLSCI 337: 
Comparative Constitutional Design, POLSCI 340: A Game-Theoretic Approach to West European 
Politics, POLSCI 341: Comparative Politics of Developed Democracies, POLSCI 348: Political 
Economy of Development, POLSCI 343: Political Economy of Developed Democracies, POLSCI 
363: International Organization & Integration, POLSCI 364: Public International Law, POLSCI 369: 
Politics of International Economic Relations, POLSCI 387: Comparative Analysis of Government 
Institutions, POLSCI 389: Political Strategy & Debate, POLSCI 425: Inequality in the United States, 
POLSCI 432: Law and Public Policy, POLSCI 462: Strategic Interaction in World Politics, POLSCI 
496: US State Economic Development Policies, POLSCI 496: Modern Debates in US 
Constitutional Law 

Electives Themes: three additional courses (or two additional courses plus the Honors thesis sequence for 
Honors students) in a single theme in political economy. 

 
After completing their prerequisites, ECON 401, gateway PPE course, and core distribution 
requirements (in formal reasoning, normative theory, and political economy), students will devise a 
plan for advanced study focusing on a single theme in political economy, consisting of 3 additional 
courses (for non-Honors students) or 2 courses plus the Honors thesis (for Honors students).  Each 
student would write up a rationale for their theme in consultation with their PPE advisor and submit it to 
their advisor for approval.  Possible themes could include advanced studies in any of the core areas, or 
focus on particular subjects/methods—for example, decision-making & strategic interaction, 
globalization, justice & equality, or comparative political economy.   At least two of these courses must 
be at the 400-level, and two must come from distinct academic disciplines.  Courses listed under the 
core requirements may be used to satisfy the theme requirement as long as they have not already 
been used to satisfy the core requirement.  Honors students would take 2 courses in their theme and 
dedicate their thesis to a research project in that theme.  Non-Honors students would follow their 
theme with the capstone seminar. 

Advising PPE will be administered by a Director and a PPE Committee composed of 1 faculty member from 
each of PHIL, ECON, and POLISCI.  PHIL will launch, direct, and house PPE.  PHIL will advise PPE 
students through the efforts of the Director and the PHIL member of the PPE Committee, who will also 
serve on the PHIL undergraduate studies committee as a designated PPE advisor.  Each term, the 
Director will arrange a meeting of the PPE committee in which upcoming course offerings that meet 
PPE requirements and electives will be reviewed, so that PPE advisors can offer informed guidance to 
students.   PPE committee members will also be available for occasional consultation by PPE advisors 
throughout the year.  One critical advising task would be to guide students through their themes, once 
they have fulfilled the core requirements.  PPE students will be advised that they need to start planning 
their themes as soon as they are admitted to the concentration.  Prospective PPE Honors students 
must also begin planning their Honors program with their advisor as soon as possible. 

Exclusions None 
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Dept. 
Honors 

To be admitted to the Honors PPE program, students must have at least a 3.5 cumulative GPA and a 
3.5 in PPE required courses, or permission of the director of PPE.   

 
Honors students will submit a thesis proposal for approval by the director of PPE.  They will write a 
thesis in their theme under one of the following options: 

PPE 401 (thesis preparation seminar—new course) and PPE 402 (an independent study thesis-
writing course under the principal supervision of a faculty member in one of our units), or 

ECON 495: Seminar in Economics or ECON 498: Honors Independent Research for students 
intending to write an economics-oriented honors thesis for PPE.  Most economics-oriented PPE 
theses would be expected to enroll in ECON 495, which is the primary Honors thesis vehicle for 
ECON concentrators. 

Honors will be awarded by a 2-person committee consisting of the student’s advisor plus a second 
reader in one of the other units, on the basis of the written thesis and an oral defense. 

Other Selective admission: Due to the rigorous and interdisciplinary nature of its subject matter, the PPE 
program will be selective (as it is in many other PPE programs in the U.S.) and require an application.  
At full scale, approximately 30-40 students will be admitted to the concentration each year, as follows.  
Students may apply for admission to the concentration as early as the winter term of their second year.   
At a minimum, second-year applicants must have completed (with final grades showing) at least the 
prerequisites to the concentration, and should be enrolled in, or have completed, at least one further 
course that can be counted toward the concentration.   At a minimum, students who apply in the fall of 
their junior year must have completed the prerequisites and be enrolled in, or have completed, at least 
two further courses that can be counted toward the concentration.  Admission is competitive and 
enrollment will be limited to assure a high quality educational experience.   Criteria for admission 
include (a) GPA, with special attention given to grades in PHIL, POLISCI, and ECON, and (b) a 
personal statement.   Each academic year we anticipate admitting about 25-30 second-year and about 
10-15 third-year students. 
 

Launch: PHIL is requesting additional resources to operate PPE at full scale (30-40 students 
admitted/year).  Pending deployment of these additional resources, PHIL would like to launch PPE on 
a smaller scale (20 students admitted/year) with the first round of applications to PPE in Winter 2012 
and the first class of concentrators declaring PPE in Spring or Fall 2012.  During the launch period 
(before additional resources are in place): 

• admissions to PPE will be capped at 20 per year 

• PPE 300 will be offered as a meet-together with PHIL 366: Introduction to Political Philosophy, 
which will be modified to meet the intellectual goals of the PPE gateway course. 

• Honors in PPE (PPE 401-402) will be run as a meet-together with the respective Honors 
offerings of the 3 units, and Honors PPE students will sort themselves into the different Honors 
thesis courses according to their primary disciplinary orientation.  Thus, Honors PPE students 
may take PPE 401 as a meet-together with PHIL 401, POLISCI 493, or ECON 495 (the 
respective thesis-prep courses for each unit).  In the second term of their Honors sequence, 
PPE students will continue with PHIL 499 or POLISCI 494, if their theses are oriented to 
philosophy or political science, and may continue with ECON 495/498, if their economics-
oriented thesis calls for a second semester of work. 
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PPE 300 
(new subject) 

PPE 300: Introduction to Political Economy 
Winter 2012 
Prof. Elizabeth Anderson 
 
Course Description 
This is the gateway course for students interested in the Philosophy, Politics, and Economics concentration, as 
well as any other students interested in exploring issues of political economy. Political economy is the integrated 
study of the relationships of government, political processes, property, production, markets, trade, and distribution 
from the standpoint of assessing these arrangements with respect to the interests and progress of humanity. It 
explores the relations between individual action and collective outcomes as they shape and are shaped by 
environmental conditions, institutions, social norms, ideologies, and strategic and communicative interaction, 
paying special attention to the consequences of these relations for politics, law and economic policies, aggregate 
economic outcomes, and justice and human welfare. Political economists often use formal tools such as game 
theory and rational choice theory, and analytic frameworks, such as prisoner’s dilemmas and principal-agent 
problems, to analyze these relations.  This course will introduce students to these tools and frameworks, exploring 
their powers and limitations.  Readings will be drawn from classical and contemporary sources in political theory 
and economics. There will be 3 papers and a final examination. 
 
This course has several goals.  By the end of this course, students should: 

1. Be able to use classic analytic tools of political economy to illuminate historical and contemporary 
problems of political and economic life; 

2. Understand some of the limitations of these tools and some alternatives to them; 
3. Integrate formal, empirical, interpretive, and normative inquiry to evaluate and design existing and 

alternative solutions to these problems; 
4. Improve their skills in written and oral argumentation. 

 
Course Readings: All readings will be available online at CTools. The CTools website will also contain paper 
assignments, announcements, course policies, and other materials relevant to the course. 
 
Course Requirements 
 
There will be 3 short (1600 word) papers and a final examination. Each paper and the final examination will count 
for 22.5% of your grade. Participation in discussion sections will count for 10% of your grade. Receipt of a 
passing grade requires completion of the final examination, all 3 papers, and regular class attendance.  

Two papers will be on assigned topics, to be listed in the Course Webpage. The first paper is due Fri., Feb. 24. 
The second paper is due Tues., April 17. Your third paper will be assigned by your discussion section instructor, 
at a time and format of her or his choice. The final exam will take place in the lecture hall where this class meets. 
Bring your own blue books. You will be held responsible for knowing all lecture material, and all reading 
assignments, whether or not they were explicitly covered in lecture.  

Some aspects of this course can be modified to facilitate full participation and fair evaluation of students with 
SSD recognized disabilities.  Students needing such an accommodation should make this known at the beginning 
of the course.  Such information will be treated as private and confidential. 

1. Classical Social Contract Theory (1): How to Justify State Authority to Individuals in a State of Anarchy 
 

(a) Hobbes: from Prisoner’s Dilemma to Assurance Game 
(b) Hobbes, Leviathan, Introduction and ch. x, xiii-xviii 
(c) Hobbes: beyond rationality: how to defuse religious fanaticism 
(d) Hobbes, Behemoth, (1682), pp. 165-169, 181-5, 190-5, 212, 215, 225-237, 242-3. 
(e) Hobbs, Leviathan (1651), ch. i-vii, xx-xxi, xxviii-xxx,  xxvi, sec 40-41; xxxvi, sec. 19-20; xxxvii, sec. 11-

13; xxxviii; xlii, sec. 5, 10-13, 26-31; xliii, sec. 1-11, 19, 22; xliv, 23-29; xlvii. 
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PPE 300 
(new subject) 

2. Property 
 

(a) Justifications for private property: natural rights and internalization of externalities 
Locke, Second Treatise of Government, ch. 5 
Robert Ellickson, “Property in Land,” Yale Law Journal 102 (1993) (selections) 
 

(b) Justifications for Social Insurance and an End to Poverty 
Adam Smith, An Inquiry into the Nature and Causes of the Wealth of Nations (1776), I.8.1-13, 34-5; 
I.10.121. 
Thomas Paine, Agrarian Justice (1795-6). 

 
3. Social Contract Theory (2): Inequality, Positional Competition, and a Republican Solution 
 

Rousseau, Discourse on the Origin of Inequality (1754) (selections). 
Rousseau, On the Social Contract (1762), (selections) 

 
4. Measurement of Human Welfare: Efficiency, Capabilities, and Human Rights 
 

Amartya Sen, Development as Freedom (New York: Knopf, 1999), ch. 6. 
 
5. Solving Collective Action Problems 
 

(a) Principal-Agent Problems, Incentives, Reciprocity, and Trust 
Akerlof, George A. (1982), “Labor Contracts as Partial Gift Exchange,” Quarterly Journal of Economics 
97 (1982): 543-69. 
Fehr, Ernst, and Simon Gächter. 1998. “How Effective Are Trust- and Reciprocity-Based Incentives?” In 
Economics, Values, and Organization, eds Avner Ben-Ner and Louis Putterman. Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press. 
 

(b) Social Norms 
Elster, Jon. 1990. “Norms of Revenge,” Ethics 100:862–85. 
Sunstein, Cass. 1997. “Social Norms and Social Roles.” In Free Markets and Social Justice. New York: 
Oxford University Press. 
 

(c) Public Goods Problems, Civic Virtue, and Social Solidarity 
Frey, Bruno, “A Constitution for Knaves Crowds Out Civic Virtues.” The Economic Journal 107 (1997): 
1043–53. 
Dawes, Robyn, Alphonse van de Kragt, and John Orbell. 1990. “Cooperation for the Benefit of Us--Not 
Me, or My Conscience,” ed. Jane Mansbridge. In Beyond Self-Interest. Chicago: University of Chicago 
Press. 

 
6. The Political Economy of Information 
 

(a) Why Markets are Smarter than Centralized Planning 
Friedrich Hayek, “The Use of Knowledge in Society,” American Economic Review 35 (1945): 519–30. 

 
(b) When Markets Fail: the Economics of Asymmetrical Information  

George Akerlof, “The Market for "Lemons": Quality Uncertainty and the Market Mechanism,” Quarterly 
Journal of Economics 84 (3) (1970): 488-500. 
Kenneth Arrow, “Uncertainty and the Welfare Economics of Medical Care,” American Economic Review 
53 (5) (1963): 141-149. 
 

(c) Why Democracies are Smarter than Autocracies 
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PPE 300 
(new subject) 

Jean Dreze and Amartya Sen, "Famines, Markets and Intervention" and "China and India", ch. 6 and 11 of 
Hunger and Public Action (1989), reprinted in The Amartya Sen and Jean Dreze Omnibus (Oxford: 
Oxford University Press, 1999), 85-103, 204-225. 
John Dewey, The Public and its Problems (New York: Henry Holt, 1927), 143-158, 166-170, 185-211. 

 
(d) When Democracy Fails 

Anderson, Elizabeth. 2011. “Democracy, Public Policy, and Lay Assessments of Scientific Testimony.” 
Episteme 8(2): 144–64. 

 
6. Common-Pool Resource Problems 
 

(a) Alternatives to Markets and States 
Olmstrom, Elinor. 1990. Governing the Commons: The Evolution of Institutions for Collective Action. 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press (selections). 

 
(b) A Perfect Storm? The Problem of Global Climate Change 

Aaron Maltais, “Radically non--‐ideal climate politics and the obligation to at least vote green,” 
manuscript, Department of Government, Uppsala University, Sweden (2011). 
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RACE & ETHNICITY SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT  
LSA CURRICULUM COMMITTEE 

October 4, 2011 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The R&E Subcommittee recommends the following actions regarding R&E proposals: 
 
APPROVED (1)  
Recertified / Blanket 
 
1. PHIL 355. Contemporary Moral Problems. Sarah Buss. W12 

 
This course is designed to meet the LSA Race & Ethnicity Requirement as this course will address 
moral issues related to race and ethnicity, particularly how conceptions of race and ethnicity figure in 
social inequality. It will also focus on comparisons with how other kinds of social identities, as of 
nationality, gender, and class, figure in social inequality and consequently raise issues of justice and 
obligation. 
 
We will explore one of the deepest questions of moral philosophy at the most foundational level: 
What makes discrimination wrong? On what basis can differential treatment of different beings ever 
be justified? This question moves us to the frontiers of justice, because some intuitive answers to this 
question suggest that our moral obligations to others even cross species lines and may extend to the 
unborn. We will also evaluate several controversial moral issues by reviewing key philosophical 
positions on these issues and arguments for and against these positions.  We will also consider the 
more general issues these arguments raise (e.g., what are our most basic moral obligations?  When is 
it appropriate to blame someone for wrong-doing?).   
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Rinker, Pamela

From: Northrop, Douglas
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2011 12:39 PM
To: Rinker, Pamela; Deloria, Philip
Cc: Claus, Julie; Ostafin, Marysia; Parmelee, Donna; Northrop, Douglas; Maiorova, Olga
Subject: Re: New minor in Central Eurasian Studies (for the curriculum committee's consideration)

Dear Pam (and Phil, for dissemination to the curriculum committee): 
 
Thanks for your note.  We do not see, nor do we intend, our minor proposal in Central Eurasian Studies to proliferate 
offerings unnecessarily — rather, we mean it to clarify and standardize our program at CREES.  As such, it responds first 
of all to a specific charge of our external review (two years ago), and thereby completes the redesign of our undergraduate 
curriculum.  Secondly, it is not meant to draw students away from other programs — it aims to do something clearly 
different, and to serve a distinct and specific set of student interests, as I explain below.  Thirdly, it arises from an explicit 
agreement by the U-M faculty working in Central Eurasian studies, who discussed (last year) the best way to design one, 
and only one, such program to prepare students in this area.  That faculty group included professors from all the units with 
an interest in Central Eurasian Studies — in curricular terms this means principally NES and CMENAS.  That group 
agreed that such a program would best be located in CREES.  They also agreed it was crucial to offer such a program, all 
the more so given this region's obvious global importance — on almost any day, one confronts fresh news stories on 
myriad topics embedded in Central Eurasia, from oil pipelines or drug economies to the ongoing war in Afghanistan. 
 
CREES, as you know, is the Center for Russian, East European, and Eurasian Studies: it  thus has a fundamentally 
tripartite structure.  Presumably the curriculum committee neither wishes nor needs an explanation of why CREES has 
been so defined, but do let me know if that is not the case, and I will be glad to say more if required. 
 
We offer ONE and only one concentration: in "Russian, East European, and Eurasian Studies."  We have no plans to 
change this concentration.  The REES BA degree requires a) language study, b) disciplinary breadth, and c) geographic 
diversity to familiarize students with the full sweep our our region.  It follows a classic area-studies model. 
 
We currently offer TWO minors: one in Russian Studies, and one in East European Studies.  Please note that each thus 
corresponds with one part of our center's tripartite mission.  The new proposal adds a third minor, one that specifically 
addresses the (missing) third element: Central Eurasian Studies.  Currently students interested in Central Asia or the 
Caucasus, or in Mongolia or Xinjiang, fall between our existing minors, which requires complicated case-by-case waivers. 
 Our proposed minor in Central Eurasian Studies intends to serve these students directly, and to certify on their transcripts 
more accurately the content of their study.   
 
The new minor's structure and requirements correspond precisely with the structure and requirements of our existing 
minors.  Essentially these are:  
 
a) one required survey course (in this case focusing on the region of Central Eurasia), and  
b) three disciplinarily diverse electives, also focusing on the region of Central Eurasia, each for at least 3 credits — one in 
arts/humanities, one in history, and one in social sciences.  
 
The currently required survey course is "From Genghis Khan to the Taliban: Modern Central Asia" 
(AAPTIS/History/REES/MENAS/Asian 340).  This class is offered at least two out of every three years, and it has an 
historical/cultural emphasis.  The I.I. is now searching for a tenured/tenure-track faculty member in Central Asian studies; 
an offer in that search is likely soon to be made.  The new faculty member will also teach an introductory survey course 
about the region, with a more political/economic emphasis.  In the long term, therefore, we anticipate offering ONE of 
these two surveys every year.  Students electing the minor may take EITHER. 
 
The disciplinarily diverse electives will be drawn from a changing list of offerings (last week Julie Claus submitted to 
LSA CC a long courselist, one meant to sketch the breadth of possibilities.  Since CREES does not control faculty 
positions directly, we have only limited control over the precise timing of any given course.  Hence we generally do not 
require specific classes (other than the introductory surveys such as "From Genghis Khan to the Taliban"), but rather 
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emphasize types of courses, which are more reliably in the curriculum.  As in all existing REES programs, therefore, we 
will prepare a list every semester of the classes that meet the requirements (i.e., to certify courses as counting toward a 
minor in Central Eurasian Studies, and as falling into the categories of arts/humanities, history, or social science).   
 
Of course students, if they prefer, may also enroll in a directed reading or independent study to meet these disciplinary 
distribution requirements. 
 
To address your request for a few specific examples, please consider these options, drawn from the wider list Julie already 
submitted.  I've picked six courses under each heading.  This shorter list is therefore not exhaustive, but is intended to map 
a few of the trajectories a student could pursue to complete the minor in Central Eurasian Studies: 
 
ARTS/HUMANITIES 
AAPTIS 465 Islamic Mysticism (Knysh)  
AAPTIS 474 An Introduction to Modern Armenian Literature (Bardakjian) 
AAPTIS 491 Origins and Development of Armenian Language and Culture (Martirosyan) 
RUSSIAN 358/558 Central Asia through Russian Eyes: Cultural Appropriation of an Exotic Land (Maiorova) 
REEES 405 Love, Religion, and Politics Along the Silk Road-Exploring Central Asia Through Film (Genina) 
RELIGION 467 Shi’ism: The History of Messianism and the Pursuit of Justice in Islamdom 
 
HISTORY 
ASIAN 324 The History of Islam in South Asia (Mir) 
AAPTIS 291 Islam and Armenians (Libaridian) 
AAPTIS 591 Writing History: The New Caucasus (Libaridian) 
AAPTIS 491Understanding Afghanistan (Northrop) 
HISTORY 278 Introduction to Turkish Civilizations (Hagen) 
HISTORY 390 Resistance and State Violence in Western China: Behind the Riots in Xinjiang (Campbell, Powers) 
 
SOCIAL SCIENCE 
ASIAN255 Shamans, Nomads, and Commissars: Introduction to North Asia (Bernstein) 
AAPTIS 491 Diplomacy in the Caucasus (Libaridian)  
CICS 401 The Anthropology of International Intervention: International Policy and Culture in Post-Taliban Afghanistan (Coburn) 
AAPTIS 493 Contemporary Central Asia (Northrop) 
MENAS 491 Modern Islamic Movements in Comparative Perspective (Knysh) 
SOC 490 Women and Islam: A Sociological Perspective (Göçek) 
 

Like our existing minors in Russian Studies or East European Studies, the proposed minor in Central Eurasian Studies 
carries no language requirement; like them, it means a narrower geographic focus than is pursued in the overall REES 
concentration; like them, it aims to offer a breadth of disciplinary training while developing a depth of regional expertise.  
 
Hence students who either a) do not wish (or do not have time) to undertake regional language training, or b) do not wish 
(or do not have time) to declare the full BA concentration, may choose to focus in EITHER Russia, OR in Eastern Europe, 
OR in Central Eurasia.  We believe this to be a clear and compelling structure. 
 
Finally, "Central Eurasia" is an entity clearly defined in the area-studies world: I recognize the committee's terminological 
questions, but at the I.I. there is no confusion about what we mean by "Central Eurasia."  We adopt the definition 
employed by the principal academic area-studies association, the Central Eurasian Studies Society, which states on its 
website (cess.muohio.edu): "Geographically, Central Eurasia extends from the Black Sea region, the Crimea, and the 
Caucasus in the west, through the Middle Volga region, Central Asia and Afghanistan, and on to Siberia, Mongolia and 
Tibet in the east."  It thus includes the Turkic, Mongolian, Iranian, Caucasian, and Tibetan peoples that fall between the 
well-known areal blocks of Slavic/Russian, Middle Eastern/Arabic, Chinese/East Asian, and Indian/South Asian studies. 
 
I hope this addresses all of your questions.  Please let me know if you — or the committee — would like to know 
anything else before considering our proposal. 
 
Best wishes, 
Douglas Northrop 
Director, CREES 
 
cc: Olga Maiorova (Associate Director, CREES) 
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From: Rinker, Pamela  

Sent: Tuesday, March 08, 2011 4:44 PM 

To: Northrop, Douglas 

Subject: New minor in Central Eurasian Studies 

  

Doug, 

  

This afternoon the CC deferred approval of this new minor, in part because it seems to 

add to the proliferation of minors offered by centers, most of which entail a revised mix 

of the same courses. Specific questions raised by the CC: 

  

1. They requested additional details about the structure of the minor. (You 

might want to consider the minor in Judaic Studies as a model proposal 

deemed excellent by the CC.) 

2. They thought the proposal was not well thought out and needs a stronger 

rationale. 

3. Will this minor be dueling with departments for the same set of students? 

4. How would students pick a geographical area? 

5. Which courses would satisfy each requirement area? 

6. Given the wide range of courses, what is the likelihood of students taking 

a mix of courses that could satisfy the minor and then requesting approval 

by an advisor after the fact? 

7. We need a revised course list that is more targeted (typically less is better 

than more). Courses should be listed according to the home department 

followed by any crosslists. 

8. Will these courses be offered regularly, like once each year depending on 

the number of choices? 

9. Could you send a few possible maps showing how students could earn the 

minor? 

Thanks for your help, 

Pam 
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Center for Russian, East European, and Eurasian Studies (CREES) 

Central Eurasian Studies Minor Course List 

 

A new tenure-tracked/tenured hire in Central Asian Studies (search currently underway) will be 

teaching a survey course on the politics and economics/environment of Central Asia.  The title has not 

yet been determined.  

 

Asian Studies 

ASIAN255 Undergraduate Seminar in Asian Studies: Shamans, Nomads, and Commissars: Introduction to 

North Asia (Bernstein) 

ASIAN 324 The History of Islam in South Asia (Mir) 

ASIAN 340 From Genghis Khan to the Taliban: Modern Central Asia (Northrop) 

 

Anthropology 

ANTH 356 Telling Lives: Ethnography, Memoir and Oral History in Diaspora*(Pattie) 

   *Primary focus on Armenians 

ANTH 558 Embodied Identities: Ethnicity and the Senses* (Pattie)  

   *Includes examples from Armenian communities 

 

Arabic, Armenian, Persian, Turkish, and Islamic Studies 

AAPTIS 269 Introduction to Turkish Civilizations (Hagen) 

AAPTIS 274 Armenia: Culture and Ethnicity: Issues in Race and Ethnicity (Bardakjian) 

AAPTIS 291 Islam and Armenians (Libaridian) 

AAPTIS 325 The History of Islam in South Asia (Mir) 

AAPTIS 339 Turkey: Language, Culture, Society: Between East & West 

AAPTIS 340 From Genghis Khan to the Taliban: Modern Central Asia (Northrop) 

AAPTIS 465 Islamic Mysticism (Knysh)  

AAPTIS 467 Shi’ism: The History of Messianism and the Pursuit of Justice in Islamdom 

AAPTIS 474 An Introduction to Modern Armenian Literature (Bardakjian) 

AAPTIS 476 The Church of Armenia: Profile of a National Institution (Bardakjian) 

AAPTIS 491 Conflict and Diplomacy in the Caucasus (Libaridian) 

AAPTIS 491 Islamic Movements in Comparative Perspective (Knysh)  

AAPTIS 491 Understanding Afghanistan (Northrop) 

AAPTIS 491 Origins and Development of Armenian Language and Culture (Martirosyan) 

AAPTIS 493 Contemporary Central Asia (Northrop) 

AAPTIS 493 Comparative Perspectives of the Middle East and North Africa: Crossing Borders: 

Transmission, Trade, and Trafficking (Northrop) 

AAPTIS 591 Writing History: The New Caucasus (Libaridian) 

AAPTIS 591 Modern Central Asia (Northrop) 

AAPTIS 593 Armenia Today (Dum-Tragut) 

 

Armenian Studies  

ARMENIAN 274 Armenia: Culture and Ethnicity: Issues in Race and Ethnicity (Bardakjian) 

ARMENIAN 287 Armenian History from Prehistoric Times to the Present (Libaridian) 

ARMENIAN 416 An Introduction to Modern Armenian Literature (Bardakjian) 

 

Comparative and International Studies 

CICS 401 The Anthropology of International Intervention: International Policy and Culture in Post-Taliban 

Afghanistan (Coburn) 

 

Cultural Anthropology  

ANTHRCUL 355 The Ottoman Enterprise (Linder) 

ANTHRCUL 458 The Anthropology of International Intervention: International Policy and Culture in 

PostTaliban Afghanistan (Coburn) 
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History 

HISTORY 278 Introduction to Turkish Civilizations (Hagen) 

HISTORY 287 Armenian History from Prehistoric Times to the Present (Libaridian) 

HISTORY 302 Islam and Armenians (Libaridian) 

HISTORY 302 The Republic of Armenia (Libaridian) 

HISTORY 325 The History of Islam in South Asia (Mir) 

HISTORY 340 From Genghis Khan to the Taliban: Modern Central Asia (Northrop) 

HISTORY 355 The Ottoman Enterprise (Linder) 

HISTORY 390 Resistance and State Violence in Western China: Behind the Riots in Xinjiang (Campbell, 

Powers) 

HISTORY 391 Ethnic Conflict in South Caucasus: 1905 to the Present (Smith, J) 

HISTORY 480 Conflict and Diplomacy in the Caucasus (Libaridian) 

HISTORY 487Shi’ism: The History of Messianism and the Pursuit of Justice in Islamdom 

HISTORY 498 The Church of Armenia: Profile of a National Institution 

HISTORY 495 Medieval Inner Asia (Linder) 

HISTORY 594 Early Modern Armenian History, 1622-1800 (Aslanian) 

HISTORY 698 Modern Central Asia (Northrop) 

HISTORY 796 The Historical Narrative of the Nation: the Armenian Case (Libaridian) 

 

Middle Eastern and North African Studies 

MENAS 340 From Genghis Khan to the Taliban: Modern Central Asia (Northrop) 

MENAS 491 Modern Islamic Movements in Comparative Perspective (Knysh) 

 

Political Science 

POLSCI 389 Ethnic Conflict in South Caucasus: 1905 to the Present (Smith, J) 

POLSCI 389 Islam and Armenians (Libaridian) 

POLSCI 389 The Republic of Armenia (Libaridian) 

POLSCI 489 Conflict and Diplomacy in the Caucasus (Libaridian) 

 

Religion 

RELIGION 325The History of Islam in South Asia 

RELIGION 467 Shi’ism: The History of Messianism and the Pursuit of Justice in Islamdom 

 

Russian 

RUSSIAN 358/558 Central Asia through Russian Eyes: Cultural Appropriation of an Exotic Land 

(Maiorova) 

 

Russian, East European, and Eurasian Studies 

REEES 301 Directed Reading (IND) 1-3 credits  

REEES 340 From Genghis Khan to the Taliban: Modern Central Asia (Northrop) 

REEES 402 Junior Honors Workshop (arranged) 

 REEES 403 Senior Honors Colloquium (arranged) 1-6 credits  

REEES 405 Love, Religion, and Politics Along the Silk Road-Exploring Central Asia Through Film 

(Genina) 

REEES 490 Women and Islam: A Sociological Perspective (Göçek) 

REEES 695 Modern Central Asia (Northrop) 

 

Sociology 

SOC 490 Women and Islam: A Sociological Perspective (Göçek) 

 

Women’s Studies 

WOMENSTD 490 Women and Islam: A Sociological Perspective (Göçek) 
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Brief statement of the goals of the minor along the lines of those listed in the College Bulletin. 
The Center for Russian, East European, and Eurasian Studies (CREES) will offer an interdisciplinary minor to 
students who wish to: a) better understand the history, society, and culture of Central Eurasia (especially 
Central/Inner Asia and the Caucasus); and b) gain insight into contemporary political, economic, and social issues 
in this region. 

 
Intended audience for the minor. 

We anticipate this minor will be appealing to undergraduates enrolled in any college or school. The students that 
make up our intended audience fall into one of the following categories: 

 concentrators in a variety of LSA disciplines and professional schools who wish to develop contextual expertise 
on Central Eurasia; 

 students focusing on another world region who wish to deepen their knowledge of Central Eurasia as a 
comparative tool, or to better understand trade relationships, natural-resource usage patterns, or international 
politics and conflicts that spill into (and out of) this area. 

 
Summation of prerequisites and requirements for the minor for inclusion in the College Bulletin. 

No prerequisites will be required.  
 

Requirements: 
At least 15 credits of courses on Central Eurasia selected in consultation with and approved by the REES 
undergraduate academic advisor. A minimum of 3 courses that will be counted toward the minor must be 
upper-level (300- or 400-level). 

 REEES 340 (cross listed with AAPTIS, Asian, History, and MENAS) – From Genghis Khan to the 
Taliban: Modern Central Asia 

 Disciplinary distribution: at least one 3-credit course in each sub-area (arts/culture, history, and 
social science). 

 
Description of how each course requirement would contribute to the educational goals, structure, and coherence of 
the minor. 

At the core of the minor is an interdisciplinary survey of the region. For students who wish to minor in Central 
Eurasian Studies, REEES 340 provides an overview of the history, politics, government, economy, social 
institutions, environmental conditions, literature, and arts of the region and relations with the rest of the world. The 
disciplinary distribution requirements ensure that students are engaged in interdisciplinary study of Central Eurasia.  

 
List of concentrations and academic minors in other departments/units whose students should be prohibited from 
electing this minor, due either to significant overlap of requirements or to proximity of subject matter. 
 The minor will not be open to those electing a concentration or another academic minor in REEES. 
 
Departmental staff who would be responsible for advising students in planning and completing this minor. 

Appointments are scheduled online via the CREES website. Arrangements for continuing contacts are made in the 
first meeting with the CREES Academic Advisor. This meeting should be scheduled during the second term of the 
sophomore year. The CREES Student Services Associate also participates in the advising process. 

 
Brief supporting statement (one or two paragraphs) explaining the rationale for creating this minor. 

The minor complements the University’s increasing faculty strengths in Central Eurasian studies. Tenured faculty 
specialists on the region include two endowed professorships (one in modern Armenian history, the other in 
Armenian languages and literatures), plus additional tenured faculty in history (currently 2), NES (3), Slavic (1), and 
sociology (1). There is currently a search underway for an additional permanent faculty position in modern Central 
Asian studies emphasizing disciplinary expertise in the social sciences. Additionally, Central Eurasian language 
course offerings have been offered through a combination of on-campus and distance courses for Uzbek (and 
soon, Uyghur) and distance offerings for Pashto and Kazakh. (Such language study is not required for the Central 
Eurasian minor, but rather is a focus for REEES concentrators who emphasize Central Eurasia.) 
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  LSA Curriculum Committee 
Course Approval Appendix 

10/4/2011   

1.
New

Winter 
2012

   

ASIAN 306 / RELIGION 306
What is Religion?
(UG Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Arvind Mandair) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This course examines: 1) the genesis and evolution of the modern concept of religion through the writings of key thinkers; 
and 2) its relevance to themes as diverse as politics, belief, love, capitalism, imperialism, mysticism and spirituality, 
secularization, and pluralism. 
Meets Distr Req: HU

Repeat for Credit? No

Assessment: For this particular course, assessment will be measured through regular short papers, 2 graded 
quizzes, a final research paper and a heavy emphasis on class participation and group work. The 
success of the course will be measured by a steady and quantifiable growth in the ability of each 
student to present, discuss the concepts learned in class and through readings, and to apply these 
concepts to different disciplines. Upon completion of this course, I expect students to arrive 
conceptually better prepared for upper-division classes, for writing an undergraduate honors thesis, 
or even for future graduate work in this area.

 

2.
New

Winter 
2012

   

ASIAN 314
Photography in Japan
(UG Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Maki Fukuoka) 
 
Short Course Description:
   How have photographers shaped understandings of Japan and contributed to visual culture? To answer these question, this 
course examines select photographic works and their writing. Students acquire the tools to interpret photographic images 
and learn about images that affected modern Japanese history. 
Meets Distr Req: HU

Repeat for Credit? No

Assessment: The success of this course will be evaluated according to how well students have attained the 
following: (1) general knowledge about photographic technology (dark room processes, 
mechanisms of cameras); (2) a basic understanding of the historical events of modern Japan and 
how photography helped shape them (imperialism, colonialism, Atomic bombs); (3) the ability to 
identify and analyze key photographic images from Japan; and (4) the ability to incorporate a few 
discursive concepts to describe and analyze any photographic image. Aside from using class room 
discussions to assess whether students have met these objectives, the instructor will make use of 
student surveys posted to CTOOLS and instructional learning technology. The latter will allow the 
instructor to evaluate students' level of mastery and engagement, as well as identify areas that 
require improvement.

 

3.
New

Winter 
2012

   

ASIAN 369
Chinese Film
(UG Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Miranda Brown) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This course is an overview of Chinese cinema from throughout “Greater China,” i.e., mainland China, Taiwan, and Hong 
Kong, from the 1940s to the present. Apart from examining the representation of national identity and modern history in 
Chinese film, we also discuss its increasingly transnational development. 
Meets Distr Req: HU

Repeat for Credit? No

Assessment: Instructor will use weekly assignments to gauge the student's progress in the course and 
comprehension of materials. In addition, the instructor will make use of instructional technology 
(e.g., Lecture Tools or Clickers) to evaluate the effectiveness of lectures. Instructional technology 
now allows instructors to gauge the students' difficulty with material and lecture slides, as well as to 
evaluate their level of engagement with materials.

 

4.
New

Winter 
2012

   

ASIAN 371
Natural Disasters in East Asia
(UG Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Juhn Ahn) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This course examines natural disasters in East Asia from a sociopolitical, historical, and comparative perspective. Students 
are asked to consider the influence of class, ethnicity, education, and power on the making and outcome of such natural 
disasters.
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Meets Distr Req: SS

Repeat for Credit? No

Assessment: I will be able to assess the success of the course in meeting its specific goals by evaluating their 
responses to the readings as recorded in their weekly reading journal entries. I will also be able to 
evaluate their grasp of the reading material and lectures in their response papers, in-class 
presentations, and in-class group discussions. 

 

5.
New

Winter 
2012

   

ASIAN 374
Korean War in Transnational Literature
(UG Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Youngju Ryu) 
 
Short Course Description:
   An examination of the Korean War and its enduring impact through its representations in transnational literature. Texts 
include fiction, poetry, and memoirs by Korean, Japanese, Chinese, and American writers. Particular attention is paid to racial 
ideology in ethnocultural warfare and the culture of the Cold War. 
Meets Distr Req: HU

Repeat for Credit? No

Assessment: Peer evaluations for group presentation and end-of-term conference with individual students.

 

6.
New

Winter 
2012

   

ASIAN 430
Philosophy of the Sikh Gurus
(UG Full 3.0, Grad Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Arvind Mandair) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This course explores key philosophical concepts in the teachings and practice of the Sikh Gurus and how they apply to the 
contemporary world. Concepts include personal and impersonal notions of God, reality and nihilism, mystical experience, 
language and self, time and history, love and eroticism, and life and death.
Repeat for Credit? No

Assessment: The success of the course will be measured by a steady and quantifiable growth in the ability of 
each student to present, discuss the concepts learned in class and through readings, and to apply 
these concepts to the world in which we live. Upon completion, I expect students to be conceptually 
better prepared for writing an undergraduate honors thesis, or even for future graduate work in this 
area.

 

7.
New

Winter 
2012

   

ASIAN 435
Truth Claims in Indian Literature: Nonfiction Accounts of Gendered Discrimination
(UG Full 3.0, Grad Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Christi Merrill) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This course focuses on examples of translated Indian literary nonfiction that protest against a range of systemic violence, 
especially based on gender, caste and nationality. These literary texts combined with broader, theoretical readings help 
students explore questions about how English translations of world literature in various categories help us understand global 
issues of injustice. 
Repeat for Credit? No

Advisory Prereq's: At least one 300-level Asian Studies course or an equivalent literature/culture studies course in 
another department.

Assessment: In addition to student evaluations, grades and weekly posts in CTools Forums, the success of this 
course and its instructor will be gauged based on the students' demonstrated ability to: 1) 
articulate broader concerns about gender and other forms of systemic discrimination based on the 
specifics of the literary examples they cite, 2) move beyond absolutes to discuss these examples 
with complexity and nuance, and 3) recognize generic cues and the implications of these generic 
differences for the moral judgments they make in response to a text.

 

8.
New

Winter 
2012

   

CMPLXSYS 399
Independent Study-Directed Readings
(UG Full 2.0, UG Half 2.0) (Inds) (A-E) 
 
Short Course Description:
   Directed readings or research in consultation with a member of the faculty of the Center for the Study of Complex 
Systems.
Repeat for Credit? Yes

Max Times Crs Can Be Elected: n/a
Max Total Credits: 6
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Elect More Than Once in Same Term? No

Permission To Enroll: Instructor

Assessment: Varies by instructor

 

9.
New

Winter 
2012

   

ENVIRON 397
Academic Foundations for Environmental Internships 
(UG Full 1.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Anne Axel & Philip D'Anieri) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This course provides students with an academic foundation for completing an experiential learning opportunity. It ensures 
that students commencing a professional internship have established a clear research agenda associated with that work and 
have built in a strong academic component that integrates the internship into their course of study. 
Repeat for Credit? No

Assessment: In addition to using end of term evaluations, the Department Curriculum committee will be 
monitoring enrollment and using information obtained from advising discussions to determine if 
course is meeting program goals and objectives. 

 

10.
New

Winter 
2012

   

HISTORY 103
Introduction to History in the Humanities
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This course examines an aspect or topic in history not focused on a specific country or time period. Topics are taught from 
a Humanities perspective.
Meets Distr Req: HU

Repeat for Credit? No

Assessment: From the perspective of individual students, we will define success in terms of specific knowledge 
they have gained (which will vary widely in each iteration of the class)and their understanding of 
the discipline of history through open-ended evaluation questions. Faculty who apply to teach this 
class will be asked to formulate a set of objectives that articulate their understanding of history and 
explain how they will convey that message to students. They will then be asked to report on their 
success to the History Undergraduate Committee at the end of the term, as measured by student 
performance on assignments and exams, discussion sections, and course evaluations. The goal is 
not popularity with students for its own sake, but to show others what professional historians really 
do. 

 

11.
New

Winter 
2012

   

HISTORY 104
Introduction to History in the Social Sciences
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (varies) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This course examines an aspect or topic in history not focused on a specific country or time period. Topics are taught from 
a Social Science perspective.
Meets Distr Req: SS

Repeat for Credit? No

Assessment: From the perspective of individual students, we will define success in terms of the specific 
knowledge they have gained (which will vary widely in each iteration of the class) and their 
understanding of the discipline of history. Faculty who teach this class will be asked to formulate a 
set of objectives that articulate their understanding of history and explain how they will convey that 
message to first-year students. They will be asked to report to History's Undergraduate Committee 
at the end of the term on their success as measured by student performance on assignments and 
exams, in discussion sections, and in course evaluations. The goal is not popularity for its own sake, 
but accessibility as a means to show students what professional historians really do. 

 

12.
New

Winter 
2012

   

HISTORY 316 / MEMS 316 / WOMENSTD 316
Women and Gender in Medieval Europe: 500-1500
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Katherine French) 
 
Short Course Description:
   The Middle Ages have a bad reputation with respect to women, but just how bad were they? This course explores the 
history of women and gender relations in medieval European society and culture from roughly 500 to 1500.
Meets Distr Req: SS

Repeat for Credit? No
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Advisory Prereq's: One course in Women's Studies or History

Assessment: The faculty instructor will assess the success of the course via (1) improvements in the students’ 
writing and critical thinking, which will be assessed at multiple stages over the course of their term 
paper writing. This assessment includes 3 preliminary papers and the final draft of the term paper; 
(2) improvements in student participation in class discussion both in quality and frequency, which 
means their ability to articulate ideas, contribute to the class’ intellectual environment, and discuss 
and debate issues from multiple perspectives; (3) the development of interdisciplinary 
understandings of content with the ability to engage with primary and secondary materials from 
multiple perspectives as evidenced by their document analyses and argument summaries.

 

13.
New

Winter 
2012

   

LACS 321
Social Science Topics in LACS
(UG Full 3.0-4.0, UG Half 3.0-4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This course examines an aspect or topic in LACS not covered in a specific country or time period. Topics are taught from a 
Social Science perspective. 
Meets Distr Req: SS

Repeat for Credit? Yes
Max Times Crs Can Be Elected: 2
Max Total Credits: n/a
Elect More Than Once in Same Term? No

Assessment: Since this is a topics course, it is difficult at this point to determine specifically how each instructor 
will assess the success of his or her particular course. In addition to using grades and evaluations 
for assessment, quizzes and mid-term evaluations will also be put to use to determine how well 
students have attained general knowledge of the subject.

 

14.
New

Winter 
2012

   

PHIL 286
Second Year Seminar in Philosophy
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 2.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 
Short Course Description:
   An intensive introduction to philosophy in small group format for second year students. Topics will vary from term to term.
Meets Distr Req: HU

Repeat for Credit? No

Assessment: The professor will conduct a midterm course evaluation, use open-ended questions about the 
course (features to retain, features that need improvement) in the final course evaluation.

 

15.
Mod

Winter 
2012

   

AMCULT 100
Rethinking American Culture
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Gregory Dowd) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Course Title Rethinking American Culture What is an American? 

Transcript Title Rethink Amer Culture What is an American? 

Time Sched Title Rethink Amer Culture What is an American? 

Short Course Descr This course challenges students to rethink their 
understanding of America through critical 
readings on race, class, ethnicity, gender and 
sexuality. Subjects include sports, music, food, 
film, history, and literature. 

This course challenges students to rethink their 
understanding of American citizenship through 
important readings on race, class, ethnicity, 
immigration, gender, sexuality, liberty and 
equality. 

 

16.
Mod

Winter 
2012

   

ASIANLAN 304
Third Year Chinese for Mandarin Speakers
(UG Full 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Advisory Prereq's ASIANLAN 204. Conducted solely in Chinese. None 

Enforced Prereq's 
(long) 

None ASIANLAN 204 
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17.
Mod

Spring 
2012

   

BIOLOGY 118
AIDS and Other Health Crises
(UG Full 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Short Course Descr A course focused on concepts of health and 
disease and their impact on society as well as 
the impact of social structures on health and 
disease. Topics include AIDS, Syphilis, Cholera, 
Tuberculosis, Influenza, and Plague. Discussions 
take multiple viewpoints, including science, 
medicine, law, and prejudice. 

A course focused on concepts of health and 
disease and their impact on society as well as 
the impact of social structures on health and 
disease. Topics include AIDS, syphilis, cholera, 
tuberculosis, influenza, and the Plague. 

Credits UG Full 4.0 UG Full 3.0 

Components-Hours LEC, DIS LEC 

 

18.
Mod

Winter 
2012    

ENVIRON 356
Environmental History and the Tropical World
(UG Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Cross-Listing  HISTORY 441 

 

19.
Mod

Winter 
2012

   

FRENCH 112
Second Special Reading Course
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course FRENCH 112 FRENCH 113 

Course Title Second Special Reading Course Accelerated Reading in French  

Transcript Title 2nd Spec Read Accel Rdg French 

Time Sched Title Spec Reading II Accel Rdg French 

Short Course Descr None Accelerated course designed to develop reading 
and translation competence in French. 

Advisory Prereq's FRENCH 111 None 

Credit Exclusions No credit granted to those who have completed 
FRENCH 100, 101, 102, 103 or RCLANG 190 

No credit granted to those who have completed 
FRENCH 100, 101, 102, 103, 111, 112, or 
RCLANG 190 

 

20.
Mod

Winter 
2012

   

GERMAN 306
Conversation Practice
(UG Full 1.0, UG Half 1.0) (Regular) (CR/NC) (Hartmut Rastalsky) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Short Course Descr None The goal of this course is to increase students' 
confidence in speaking on any topic. It will focus 
on a variety of topics ranging from practical 
language situations to current cultural events to 
areas of students' academic interests. 

Repeat for Credit? No Yes 

Max Times Crs Can Be 
Elected 

1 3 

Credit Exclusions Students who have previously participated in a 
400-level GERMAN conversation course may not 
register for GERMAN 305 or 306. 

Students who have previously participated in a 
400-level GERMAN conversation course may not 
register for GERMAN 306. 
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21.
Mod

Winter 
2012

   

HISTART 390
Japan's "Floating World"
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Kevin Carr) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Short Course Descr None This course explores the Japanese world of the 
theater and the brothels as expressed through 
paintings and prints of the 17th through 19th 
century. 

Advisory Prereq's Upperclass standing. None 

 

22.
Mod

Winter 
2012

   

HISTART 391
Survey of Japanese Painting
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Kevin Carr) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Short Course Descr None This course takes an interdisciplinary approach 
to the history of Japanese visual culture, 
introducing the art of the archipelago from 
ancient times through the present day. 

Advisory Prereq's Upperclass standing or permission of instructor None 

 

23.
Mod

Winter 
2012

   

HISTART 466 / ASIAN 465
Sacred Image/Sacred Place in Japanese Art
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0, Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Kevin Carr) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Advisory Prereq's Some background knowledge in HISTART, 
Japanese, or RELIGION 

None 

 

24.
Mod

Winter 
2012

   

HISTART 482
Buddhist Art
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0, Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Kevin Carr) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Short Course Descr None Buddhism as reflected in the arts of Asia with 
emphasis on architecture, sculpture, and 
painting. Content varies from term to term. 

Advisory Prereq's Upperclass standing. None 

 

25.
Mod

Winter 
2012

   

ITALIAN 112
Second Special Reading Course
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course ITALIAN 112 ITALIAN 113 

Course Title Second Special Reading Course Accelerated Reading in Italian 

Transcript Title Spec Reading II Accel Rdg Italian 

Time Sched Title Spec Reading II Accel Rdg Italian 

Short Course Descr None Accelerated course designed to develop reading 
and translation competence in Italian. 

Advisory Prereq's ITALIAN 111. None 

Credit Exclusions None No credit granted to those who have completed 
ITALIAN 100, 101, 102, or 103 
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26.
Mod

Winter 
2012

   

MCDB 308
Developmental Biology Laboratory
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Short Course Descr None This course provides students with the 
opportunity to study first-hand the development 
of a number of live vertebrate and invertebrate 
embryos, specifically sea urchin, amphibian, 
and chick embryos. In addition to observation of 
normal embryogenesis, students perform 
several of the experimental analyses that have 
contributed to a basic understanding of 
developmental processes. 

Advisory Prereq's Prior or concurrent enrollment in BIOLOGY 208 
or MCDB 307 or permission of instructor 

BIOLOGY 205 or BIOLOGY 162 or 163 or 
[BIOLOGY 171 and (172 or 174)] or BIOLOGY 
195. 

 

27.
Mod

Winter 
2012    

PHIL 240
Environmental Ethics
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 2.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Components-Hours LEC-3 LEC-2, DIS-1 

 

28.
Mod

Winter 
2012

   

PHYSICS 452
Methods of Theoretical Physics II
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0, Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Advisory Prereq's None PHYSICS 351 

Enforced Prereq's 
(long) 

PHYSICS 451 or Graduate Standing. None 

 

29.
Mod

Winter 
2012

   

PORTUG 112
Second Special Reading Course
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course PORTUG 112 PORTUG 113 

Course Title Second Special Reading Course Accelerated Reading in Portuguese 

Transcript Title Port Read II Accel Rdg Portuguese 

Time Sched Title Port Spec Read II Accel Rdg Portuguese 

Short Course Descr None Accelerated course designed to develop reading 
and translation competence in Portuguese. 

Advisory Prereq's PORTUG 111. None 

Credit Exclusions No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in PORTUG 231 or 232. 

No credit granted to those who have completed 
PORTUG 100, 101, or 102 

 

30.
Mod

Winter 
2012

PSYCH 331
Research Methods in Brain, Behavior, and Cognitive Science
(UG Full 2.0, UG Half 2.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO
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Credits UG Full 2.0, UG Half 2.0 UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0 

Components-Hours LEC, LAB LEC-2, LAB-6 

Advisory Prereq's Admission by application. Completion of STATS 
250 (350) or STATS 425 and PSYCH 230, 240, 
335, or 345. Requires concurrent enrollment in 
PSYCH 332. 

Admission by application. Completion of STATS 
250 (350) or STATS 425 and PSYCH 230, 240, 
335, or 345. 

 

31.
Mod

Winter 
2012

   

SAC 423
Practicum for the Screenwriter
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Short Course Descr This class is a writing practicum where the 
student will learn the role of the screenwriter in 
the greater process of the production media. 
Each student will participate in the various 
creative steps involved in bringing a narrative 
script to the screen. 

In this writing practicum, students learn the role 
of the screenwriter in the greater process of the 
production media. Each student participates in 
the various creative steps involved in bringing a 
narrative script to the screen. 

Course Level Undergraduate Only UG/Rack Grad 

Credits UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0 UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0 
Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 3.0 

 

32.
Mod

Winter 
2012

   

SPANISH 112
Second Special Reading Course
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course SPANISH 112 SPANISH 113 

Course Title Second Special Reading Course Accelerated Reading in Spanish 

Transcript Title Special Reading Accel Rdg Spanish 

Time Sched Title Special Reading II Accel Rdg Spanish 

Short Course Descr None Accelerated course designed to develop reading 
and translation competence in Spanish. 

Advisory Prereq's SPANISH 111. None 

 

33.
Del

Winter 
2012

   

GERMAN 305
Conversation Practice
(UG Full 1.0, UG Half 1.0) (Regular) (CR/NC) 

 

34.
Del
Fall 

2011

   

HISTORY 316
History of Eighteenth-Century Europe
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 

 

35.
Del

Winter 
2012

   

PSYCH 332
Laboratory Practice in Brain, Behavior, and Cognitive Science
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
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     10/4/11 LSA Curriculum Committee 
  Course Approval Appendix Addendum    

  

1.
Mod

Winter 
2012

   

FRENCH 112
Second Special Reading Course
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course FRENCH 112 FRENCH 113 

Course Title Second Special Reading Course Accelerated Reading in French  

Transcript Title 2nd Spec Read Accel Rdg French 

Time Sched Title Spec Reading II Accel Rdg French 

Short Course Descr None Accelerated course designed to develop reading 
and translation competence in French. 

Advisory Prereq's FRENCH 111 None 

Credit Exclusions No credit granted to those who have completed 
FRENCH 100, 101, 102, 103 or RCLANG 190 

No credit granted to those who have completed 
FRENCH 100, 101, 102, 103, 111, 112, or 
RCLANG 190 

 

2.
Mod

Winter 
2012

   

ITALIAN 112
Second Special Reading Course
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course ITALIAN 112 ITALIAN 113 

Course Title Second Special Reading Course Accelerated Reading in Italian 

Transcript Title Spec Reading II Accel Rdg Italian 

Time Sched Title Spec Reading II Accel Rdg Italian 

Short Course Descr None Accelerated course designed to develop reading 
and translation competence in Italian. 

Advisory Prereq's ITALIAN 111. None 

Credit Exclusions None No credit granted to those who have completed 
ITALIAN 100, 101, 102, or 103. Completion of 
ITALIAN 113 does not satisfy, even partially, 
the LSA language requirement. 

 

3.
Mod

Winter 
2012

   

PORTUG 112
Second Special Reading Course
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course PORTUG 112 PORTUG 113 

Course Title Second Special Reading Course Accelerated Reading in Portuguese 

Transcript Title Port Read II Accel Rdg Portuguese 

Time Sched Title Port Spec Read II Accel Rdg Portuguese 

Short Course Descr None Accelerated course designed to develop reading 
and translation competence in Portuguese. It 
does not satisfy the LSA language 
requirement. 

Advisory Prereq's PORTUG 111. None 

Credit Exclusions No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in PORTUG 231 or 232. 

No credit granted to those enrolled in or have 
completed PORTUG 100, 101, or 102. 
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4.
Mod

Winter 
2012

   

SPANISH 112
Second Special Reading Course
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course SPANISH 112 SPANISH 113 

Course Title Second Special Reading Course Accelerated Reading in Spanish 

Transcript Title Special Reading Accel Rdg Spanish 

Time Sched Title Special Reading II Accel Rdg Spanish 

Short Course Descr None Accelerated course designed to develop reading 
and translation competence in Spanish. It does 
not satisfy the LSA language requirement. 

Advisory Prereq's SPANISH 111. None 

Credit Exclusions No credit granted to those who have completed 
SPANISH 100, 101, 102 or 103, or RCLANG 
194 

No credit granted to those who have completed 
SPANISH 100, 101, 102 or 103, or RCLANG 
194. 
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