
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MEMORANDUM 
 
To:     Members of the LSA Executive Committee 

From: Pam Rinker 

Date:  March 28, 2012 

RE:    Summary of LSA Curriculum Committee Minutes 
           for March 13, 2012 

 

1. Minutes for 3/6/12 were approved. 1

2. Lowering the GPA for the Honors Concentration in Organizational Studies was 
approved.  

2

3. The committee discussed LSA Student Government’s third resolution. 3

4. Course approval requests were acted upon.  5

 



LSA CURRICULUM COMMITTEE  
Minutes of March 13, 2012 

 
Present: Phil Deloria (Chair); Pallavi Abraham, LSA-SG; Paula Berwanger, Linguistics; Melissa Burns, 
LSA-SG; Caroline Canning, LSA-SG; Tim Dodd, Advising; Kalli Federhoffer, German; Benjamin Fortson, 
Classical Studies and Linguistics; Phil Gorman, Advising; Lori Gould, Dean’s Office; Neil Marsh, 
Chemistry; Tim McKay, Honors; John Mitani, Anthropology; Jennifer Myers, Residential College; Esrold 
Nurse, Advising; Sally Oey, Astronomy; Damani Partridge, Anthropology and DAAS; Sushama Pavgi, 
MCDB; JoAnn Peraino, Dean’s Office; Pam Rinker, Dean’s Office; Shelly Schreier, Psychology; Susan 
TePaske-King, Advising; Donna Wessel Walker, Honors; Anna Wittow, LSA-SG; and Evans Young, 
Dean’s Office 

The meeting came to order at 3:10 pm. 

MINUTES 

Minutes for 3/6/12 were approved.  

CONCENTRATION MODIFICATION 

The committee approved lowering the GPA for the Honors Concentration in Organizational Studies from 
3.5 to 3.4. 

COURSE APPROVAL ACTIONS  

As summarized in the attached report, the committee approved two new courses:  

1. AAPTIS 363/RELIGION 363 (HU)  
2. RCLANG 193 

LSA STUDENT GOVERNMENT 

The committee discussed LSA Student Government’s third resolution encouraging the registrar to lower 
the maximum number of exams in one day from four to three. Most students with multiple exams have 
relied on the good will of instructors who are willing to reschedule. Esrold Nurse, Associate Dean for 
Student Academic Affairs, said he would send a letter early in the term encouraging faculty to reschedule 
finals at the request of students who have three or more examinations on one day.  

Phil Gorman, Director of Advising Technology, said that students report overlapping exams primarily 
during the last two days of classes. Many instructors schedule exams on the last day of classes and others 
do not schedule them during the very short official exam period. This makes it difficult to ascertain how 
many students are affected. The committee tabled this discussion and asked the representatives of LSA-
SG to research the practices of comparable universities.  

The meeting was adjourned at 4:20 pm. 

Next Meetings:  

Subcommittees March 20, 2012 

Course Approvals March 27, 2012 
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Memo 
To: LSA Curriculum Committee 

From: Professor Jason Owen-Smith, Organizational Studies 

  Jessica Kowalewski, Student Services Coordinator 

Date: 3/9/2012 

Re: OS Honor’s GPA  

Dear LSA Curriculum Committee, 

The Organizational Studies program would like to change the OS Honors program GPA from 3.50 to 
3.40.  We would like to make this change in order to align with LSA’s honors requirement of an overall 
grade point average (GPA) of 3.4. 

We would like this change to be effective Fall 2012. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Jason Owen-Smith  
Interim Director 
Professor 
Organizational Studies Program 
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A Resolution to Encourage the Registrar to Adopt a New Exam Policy Regarding the Number 
of Examinations that can be Taken Per Day 

 
A bill for the consideration of the College of Literature, Science, and the Arts Student Government 

9 March 2011 
 

Sponsored by: Jeff Lankowsky, Jeff Larkin, Melissa Burns, Jeff Wojcik, Jeremy Petersen, and Kirby 
Voigtman 

 
Whereas, the mission of the College of the Literature, Science, and the Arts Student Government 
(hereafter LSA SG) is to “work to improve the quality of both academic and non-academic life for 
students of the College and to protect the rights of students of the College, as students and as citizens. 
Additionally, the Government shall serve as the representative voice of the Student Body of the 
College on issues which pertain to academics and the general welfare of the students of the College, 
both on and around the campus;” [1] and, 
 
Whereas, the policy associated with the final examination schedule is important and pertinent to 
students’ academic lives and success; and, 
 
Whereas, the current university policy states "If any student is assigned four examinations during the 
same day, the University Final Examination Committee will seek reassignment if so requested by the 
student two weeks prior to the beginning of the Final Examination Period;" [2] and, 
 
Whereas, the current policy regarding examination reassignment has not been updated or reviewed in 
at least 20 years; and, 
 
Whereas, fewer than five (5) students typically petition the college for an exam reassignment under 
the current policy [3]; and, 
 
Whereas, peer institutions including Indiana University, Notre Dame University, Pennsylvania State 
University, the University of Iowa, the University of Minnesota, the University of Nebraska, and the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill utilize policies which allow students to petition for an 
exam reassignment when a student has three or more examinations scheduled in one calendar day; 
and, 
 
Whereas, peer institutions including Dartmouth University, Emory University, Michigan State 
University, Princeton University, Purdue University, and the University of Pennsylvania utilize 
policies which allow students to petition for an exam reassignment when a student has two or more 
examinations scheduled in one calendar day; and, 
 
Whereas, the University of Wisconsin utilizes a policy which allows students to petition for an exam 
reassignment when a student has two or more examinations scheduled in a 24 hour period; and, 
 

3



 

	

Whereas, the aforementioned peer institutions maintain high academic rankings and a rigorous 
curriculum while providing students with a more favorable policy than the University of Michigan’s 
examination reassignment policy; and, 
 
Whereas, a policy that allows students with three or more examinations in a 24 hour period to 
petition for reassignment would benefit more students in their ability to adequately prepare for 
examinations; and, 
 
Whereas, this proposed policy would not substantially alter the current final exam schedule. 
 
Be it therefore resolved, LSA SG formally supports a policy that states, “If any student is assigned 
three or more examinations within a 24 hour period, the University Final Examination Committee 
will seek reassignment if so requested by the student two weeks prior to the beginning of the Final 
Examination Period”; and, 
 
Be it further resolved, the sponsors of this resolution will write and send a letter to the University 
Registrar, Paul Robinson, and Assistant Dean for Student Academic Affairs, Esrold Nurse, that 
encourages the adoption of a policy that states, “If any student is assigned three or more examinations 
within a 24 hour period, the University Final Examination Committee will seek reassignment if so 
requested by the student two weeks prior to the beginning of the Final Examination Period”, as 
replacement to the current policy; and, 
 
Be it further resolved, LSA SG will continue to work with the Office of the Registrar and the LSA 
Dean’s Office to determine the necessary steps to adopting a new policy; and, 
 
Be it further resolved, LSA SG Academic Affairs Committee members will continue to research and 
assess the policy in the following year and will recommend alternative solutions to the Office of the 
Registrar, LSA Dean’s Office and other Academic Units, if needed, based on additional findings; 
and, 
 
Be it finally resolved, LSA SG will continue to advocate for student rights regarding policies 
affecting examination reassignment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
[1] LS&A Student Government Constitution, Article II  
[2] http://ro.umich.edu/exams/  
[3] Larry Jones, Office of the Registrar 
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LSA Curriculum Committee 
Course Approval Actions 

3/13/2012   

1.
New
Fall 

2012

   

AAPTIS 363 / RELIGION 363
The Qur'an and Its Interpretations
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Alexander Knysh) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This course examines the history of the Qur’anic text from its inception in seventh century Arabia to the present. Special 
attention is given to the world of ideas of the Qur’an and the ways in which it was understood and interpreted by Muslims 
living in vastly different social, political and cultural environments. This course examines multifarious influences on all 
aspects of Muslim life (language, literature, arts, politics, and rites of passage/lifecycle), jurisprudence, and moral/ethical 
codes.
Meets Distr Req: HU

Repeat for Credit? No

Advisory Prereq's: No prior knowledge of Islam is necessary, although some knowledge of the Bible would be helpful.

Assessment: The proposed course is designed to serve as a “feeder” for 300- and 400-level courses offered by 
NES faculty, especially courses on mystical Islam, Islamic politics and Islamic political movements, 
Islamic intellectual history, Islamic law, history of the Crusades, early Islam, Iranian and Turkish 
civilizations, etc. If successful, it will increase enrollments in such courses, as students would have 
a solid in Islamic studies to build on.

 

2.
New

Winter 
2013

   

RCLANG 193
Intensive Russian I
(UG Full 8.0) (Regular) (OPP) (Alina Makin) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This course is designed to introduce Russian language and culture through a variety of reading, listening, written and oral 
activities, all designed to develop communicative competence. It provides learners with a basic, but solid knowledge of 
grammar and syntax, a functional vocabulary, familiarity with intonation patterns, and native pronunciation.
Meets Gen Req: Lang Req

Repeat for Credit? No

Credit Exclusions: Credit is granted from only one among RUSSIAN 103, 111 123, or RCLANG 193. No credit is 
granted to those who are enrolled or have completed RUSSIAN 101 or 102.

Permission To Enroll: Instructor

Assessment: The Residential College director and associate director will meet with the instructor after the 
completion of the course to review the grades and evaluations and to discuss strategies for 
improvement. 

 

3.
Mod

Winter 
2013

   

EEB 512
Molecular Systematics and Evolution
(Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Course Title Molecular Systematics and Evolution Molecular & Genomic Evolution 

Transcript Title Molecular Syst&Evol Molec & Genom Evol 

Time Sched Title Molecular Syst&Evol Molec & Genom Evol 
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