
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
To:      Members of the LSA Executive Committee 

From:  Pam Rinker 

Date:   March 7, 2012 

RE:     Summary of LSA Curriculum Committee Minutes 
            for February 14, 2012 
 

1. Minutes for 2/7/12 were approved. 1

2. The committee approved proposed changes to rules #6 and #8 in LSA 
Policies for Academic Minors. 

a. Current Policies 5

b. Revised Policies 6

3. Palavi Abraham, Melissa Burns, and Anna Wittow, members of the 
Curriculum Committee and LSA-SG Student Academic Affairs 
Subcommittee, reported on three projects.  

7

a. The committee approved moving forward with the first 
resolution. 

10

b. Discussion of the second and third resolutions was tabled due 
to time constraints. 

 



 

 
 

LSA CURRICULUM COMMITTEE 
Minutes of February 14, 2012 

Present: Phil Deloria (Chair); Pallavi Abraham, LSA-SG; Paula Berwanger, Linguistics; Melissa Burns, 
LSA-SG; Tim Dodd, Advising; Kalli Federhoffer, German; Benjamin Fortson, Classical Studies and 
Linguistics; Lori Gould, Dean’s Office; Marjorie Horton, Dean’s Office; Neil Marsh, Chemistry; John 
Mitani, Anthropology; Jennifer Myers, Residential College; Sally Oey, Astronomy; Damani Partridge, 
Anthropology and DAAS; Sushama Pavgi, MCDB; JoAnn Peraino, Dean’s Office; Pam Rinker, Dean’s 
Office; Shelly Schreier, Psychology; Donna Wessel Walker, Honors; Anna Wittow, LSA-SG; and Evans 
Young, Dean’s Office 

The meeting came to order at 3:10 pm. 

MINUTES 

Minutes for 2/7/12 were approved.  

POLICIES FOR ACADEMIC MINORS 

The committee continued its discussion of two changes in the current policies for minors. The first 
proposal is to delete rule #6 and rely solely on rule #8 to control course overlap between concentrations 
and minors. The second is to remove “prerequisites” from rule #8.  

6. Students may not elect a concentration and an academic minor, or two academic minors, in 
the same department or program unless a specific exemption to this policy is noted in the 
academic minor description in this Bulletin. 

8. Students may not use more than one course to meet both the requirements of an academic 
minor and the prerequisites or requirements of a concentration. 

The committee noted that policies for minors have not been thoroughly examined for several years. 
Initially minors were intended to provide students with more opportunities to broaden their liberal arts 
education. Thus students could not earn a concentration and minor within the same department. In the last 
few years, departments have created a variety of new programs across the disciplines, including ones that 
are interdisciplinary. Because of this growth in LSA’s undergraduate curriculum, the committee 
considered two options with regard to deleting rule #6: 1) keep #6 because minors are meant to be value-
added by requiring students to complete 3 or 4 additional courses beyond concentration prerequisites; or 
2) expand the definition of minors to include concentrations and minors that seem closely related. The 
committee approved the first proposed revision, i.e. deleting rule #6. 

Many natural science students complete their concentration prerequisites, which also would satisfy the 
requirements of related minors. When the proposed changes were last discussed, the Curriculum 
Committee asked JoAnn Peraino to provide data about existing course overlap between natural science
concentrations and minors. Her findings identify 387 possible combinations that overlap by 4 or more
courses between prerequisites and requirements for minors.  

• 252 have no overlap and 63 have 1 overlap = 315 or 81% of the combinations are possible 
without this rule being an issue.  

• 30 combinations (7%) have 2-3 course overlaps which are easily completed under the current 
policies. 

• 42 combinations (11%) have 4 or more course overlaps which may be difficult for students to 
complete. Only 10 (3%) of these 42 combinations include an overlap with a concentration of 
more than 33 declared students. Except for Math and Physics, very few students have declared 
these minors.  
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This data indicates that rule #8 does not affect the majority of concentrations and minors. However, it 
impacts many natural science concentrations. After further discussion, the committee approved the 
removal of “prerequisites” from rule #8 and the deletion of rule #6. As in the attached revision, rule #8 
becomes rule #9. As a matters arising, Academic Advising requested a clarification of rule #15 to 
eliminate any possible confusion students may report. This change was also approved. 

LSA STUDENT GOVERNMENT 

Palavi Abraham, Melissa Burns, and Anna Wittow are on the LSA-SG Student Academic Affairs 
Subcommittee. This term they also serve as members of the Curriculum Committee. The attached memo 
states this subcommittee’s primary goal: “to influence College policy, while also working towards the 
betterment of student life on campus.” For the past couple of years the subcommittee has been working on 
various projects, including three resolutions: 1) changing Wolverine Access so that students would 
receive an email whenever the Registrar’s Office entered a grade change; 2) not scheduling exams on 
national election days; and 3) requesting a change in LSA’s Exam Policies. Completing the first 
resolution (attached) included a poll of student opinion, as well as a review of policies used in comparable 
universities. Burns said their goal was to ask for the committee’s support in moving forward these 
resolutions, as detailed in the attached PowerPoint presentation. The committee approved the first 
resolution (attached). Discussion of the second and third was tabled due to time constraints. 

The meeting was adjourned at 5 pm. 

NEXT MEETINGS:  

  Subcommittees, February 21, 2012 

Course Approvals, March 6, 2012 
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Natural Science Concentration/Minor combinations with 4 or more courses that overlap  
between concentration prerequisites and minor prerequisites or requirements 

 
Concentration 

(sorted by 
concentration) 

Minor 
# of concentration 

prereqs that 
overlap courses 

 

Concentration 
(sorted by 

minor) 
Minor 

# of concentration 
prereqs that  

overlap courses 

Astro & Astrophys Physics 6 Biology Astro Astrophys 4 
Biochemistry Physics 4 Chemistry Astro Astrophys 5 
Biology Astronomy 4 CMB Astro Astrophys 4 
Biology Physics 4 Earth Sys Sci Astro Astrophys 4 
Biophysics Biochemistry 6 EEB Astro Astrophys 4 
Biophysics Chem Meas 4 Gen Bio Astro Astrophys 4 
Biophysics Chemistry 5 Geoscience Astro Astrophys 5 
Biophysics Math 4 ID Physics Astro Astrophys 5 
Biophysics Physics 4 Math Sci Astro Astrophys 4 
Biophysics Poly Chem 5 Physics Astro Astrophys 7 
Chemistry Astronomy 5 Plant Bio Astro Astrophys 4 
Chemistry Math 4 Biophysics Biochemistry 6 
Chemistry Physics 4 Geoscience Biochemistry 5 

CMB 
Astro & 
Astrophys 

4 EEB Biophysics 6 

CMB Chem Meas 4 Biophysics Chem Meas 4 
CMB Chem Phys 4 CMB Chem Meas 4 
CMB Poly Chem 5 EEB Chem Meas 5 
Earth Sys Science Astronomy 4 Geoscience Chem Meas 4 
Earth Sys Science Chemistry 4 CMB Chem Phys 4 
Earth Sys Science Physics 4 EEB Chem Phys 4 
EEB Astronomy 4 Geoscience Chem Phys 4 
EEB Biophysics 6 Biophysics Chemistry 5 
EEB Chem Meas 5 Earth Sys Sci Chemistry 4 
EEB Chem Phys 4 Geoscience Chemistry 5 
EEB Physics 4 Biophysics Math 4 
EEB Poly Chem 5 Chemistry Math 4 
Gen Biology Astronomy 4 Geoscience Math 4 
Gen Biology Physics 4 Astronomy Physics 6 
Geoscience Astronomy 5 Biochemistry Physics 4 
Geoscience Biochemistry 5 Biology Physics 4 
Geoscience Chem Meas 4 Biophysics Physics 4 
Geoscience Chem Phys 4 Chemistry Physics 4 
Geoscience Chemistry 5 Earth Sys Sci Physics 4 
Geoscience Math 4 EEB Physics 4 
Geoscience Physics 5 Gen Bio Physics 4 
Geoscience Poly Chem 4 Geoscience Physics 5 
ID Physics Astronomy 5 Microbiology Physics 4 
Math Science Astronomy 4 Plant Bio Physics 4 
Microbiology Physics 4 Biophysics Poly Chem 5 
Physics Astronomy 7 CMB Poly Chem 5 
Plant Biology Astronomy 4 EEB Poly Chem 5 
Plant Bio Physics 4 Geoscience Poly Chem 4 

 

3



 

 

 
Current Count of LSA Concentrators in Natural Sciences 

 

Concentration # declared students 

Astronomy & Astrophysics 22 

Biochemistry 182 

Biology 210 

Biophysics 33 

Chemistry 79 

Cell and Molecular Biology 262 

Earth Systems Science 2 

Ecology and Evolutionary Biology 91 

General Biology 84 

Geoscience 67 

Interdisciplinary Physics 24 

Math Science 81 

Microbiology 124 

Physics 83 

Plant Biology 6 
 
 
 

Current Count of LSA Minors in Natural Sciences  
 

Minor # declared students 

Astronomy & Astrophysics 1 

Biochemistry 16 

Biophysics 3 

Chemistry Measurement Science 0 

Chemical Physics 0 

Chemistry 7 

Mathematics 65 

Physics 24 

Polymer Chemistry 0 
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CURRENT POLICIES FOR LSA ACADEMIC MINORS 

 
Students in the College may elect one or more of the academic minors offered by units within the 

College. Electing to earn an academic minor is optional, and there is no limit on the number of 

academic minors a student may elect. For more information, see the LSA Bulletin. 

 

An academic minor will require no less than 15 credits of course work, will show structure and 

coherence, and will contain some upper-level courses. At least 10 out of the 15 credits must be 

taken in-residence. Students who declare and complete an approved academic minor will receive a 

notation on their student transcript but not on their diploma. 

 
Academic Policies 
 

1. Each A.B. or B.S. student who wishes to complete an approved academic minor must 
develop a plan for the academic minor in consultation with a department or program advisor, 
who must also approve it. 

2. After developing a plan for an academic minor with the student, the program or department 
advisor has the academic minor entered on the student's record. 

3. The academic minor is not an option available to students earning the B.G.S. degree. 

4. An individually designed academic minor is not allowed. 

5. Courses in the academic minor must be elected for a grade. 

6. Students may not elect a concentration and an academic minor, or two academic minors, in 
the same department or program unless a specific exemption to this policy is noted in the 
academic minor description in this Bulletin. 

7. No course may be used to satisfy the requirements of more than one academic minor. 

8. Students may not use more than one course to meet both the requirements of an academic 
minor and the prerequisites or requirements of a concentration. 

9. If the academic minor has prerequisites, courses used as prerequisites to a concentration 
may also count as prerequisites to the academic minor. 

10. Advanced Placement credits may not be used to meet the requirements of an academic 
minor, but may be used to meet prerequisites. 

11. Courses elected to meet the requirements of an academic minor also may be part of the 
student's area distribution plan. 

12. A student must earn an overall GPA of at least 2.0 in the academic minor, including any 
prerequisites. 

13. Courses that are part of a student's academic minor may also meet the Language 
Requirement, the Upper- Level Writing Requirement, the Race & Ethnicity Requirement, or 
the Quantitative Reasoning Requirement. 

14. Students may not complete an academic minor after graduation, and an academic minor may 
not be converted to a concentration after graduation. 
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REVISED POLICIES FOR LSA ACADEMIC MINORS 
 

Students in the College may elect one or more of the academic minors offered by units within the College. 

Electing to earn an academic minor is optional, and there is no limit on the number of academic minors a 

student may elect. For more information, see the LSA Bulletin.  

An academic minor must require no less than 15 credits of course work, show structure and coherence, and 

contain some upper-level courses. At least 10 out of the 15 credits must be taken in-residence. Students who 

declare and complete an approved academic minor will receive a notation on their student transcript but not on 

their diploma.   

Academic Policies 

1. Each A.B. or B.S. student who wishes to complete an approved academic minor must develop a plan 
for the academic minor in consultation with a department or program advisor, who must also approve it.  

2. After developing a plan for its academic minor with the student, the program or department advisor has 
the academic minor entered on the student's record.  

3. The academic minor is not an option available to students earning the B.G.S. degree.  

4. An individually designed academic minor is not allowed.  

5. Students may not elect courses included in an academic minor by the Pass/Fail grading option. 

6. A department or program may include Experiential or Directed Reading/Independent Study courses that 
are graded on a Credit/No Credit basis in an academic minor, but all other courses in the minor must be 
taken for a grade.  

7. No course may be used to satisfy the requirements of more than one academic minor.  

8. No course may be shared between the requirements of two academic minors, or between an academic 
minor and an undergraduate certificate. 

9. A maximum of one course may be shared between the requirements of an academic minor and a 
concentration. 

10. If the academic minor has prerequisites, courses used as prerequisites to a concentration may also 
count as prerequisites to the academic minor.  

11. Advanced Placement credits may not be used to meet the requirements of an academic minor, but may 
be used to meet prerequisites.  

12. Courses elected to meet the requirements of an academic minor also may be part of the student's area 
distribution plan.  

13. A student must earn an overall GPA of at least 2.0 in the academic minor, including any prerequisites.  

14. Courses that are part of a student's academic minor may also meet the Language Requirement, the 
Upper-Level Writing Requirement, the Race & Ethnicity Requirement, or the Quantitative Reasoning 
Requirement.  

15. Students may not add, complete, or declare an academic minor after graduation, or convert an 
academic minor to a concentration after graduation. 
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7



 

	

 
 
Table of Contents 
 
Proposal Presentation Cover Letter 
 
Grade Notifications 
 
Draft Letter to Dean McDonald  
 
  

8



 

	

Dear Curriculum Committee Members, 

For the past two years, the College of Literature, Science, and the Arts Student Government (LSA 
SG) has been working to influence College policy, while also working towards the betterment of 
student life on campus.  Some of our most progressive projects include, but are not limited to: email 
grade notifications from Wolverine Access, No Exams on National Election Days, and changes to the 
College’s Exam Policies. We have been working diligently to poll student opinion, collecting data on 
other comparable University’s policies, and passing resolutions in support of each of these projects. 
The following documents and presentation are seeking to not only inform, but also to requesting 
support in order to continue the development and progression of these projects. 

Although it may seem inconsequential, the posting and changing of grades on the transcript provided 
on Wolverine Access is imperative to the success of students in their academic pursuits. A transcript 
is arguably the single most important document a student has during their college years. Professors 
change grades and credit hours can be increased and reduced. These changes can affect a student’s 
ability to graduate. To ensure each student has a reasonable chance of success it is necessary to 
inform students each and every time a transcript has been edited or updated. Establishing automatic 
email notifications on Wolverine Access is a simple way to keep students informed of changes to 
transcripts.  

One of the main goals of the University of Michigan, and subsequently the College of LSA is to 
provide its students with the finest education and best possible chance of success in their future 
endeavors. A component of this education is providing students with ample opportunity to adequately 
prepare for their examinations.  This is the primary reason we are encouraging the adoption of new 
testing policies for the College of LSA. Our goal is not only to see administrators encourage moving 
examinations away from National Election Days, but also to reduce the number of exams a student 
can have in one day during the final examination period.  In this way, the College will not only be 
alleviating the stress of examinations that students face, but also allowing students the chance to 
practice their civic duty.  

In conclusion, we as representatives of the LSA student body, feel that these projects are promoting 
the greater good of student life. The goals of the grade notifications project, “No Exams on Election 
Day,” and “Multiple Exam Policy” projects are to work towards giving students the best possible 
chance of success in their academic endeavors. We would greatly appreciate it if the committee 
would consider the passage of these academic policies. We appreciate you taking the time to consider 
our proposals. If you have any questions or comments please feel free to contact Melissa Burns at 
melisbur@umich.edu. We thank you so much for your support in this matter and LSA SG’s other 
academic endeavors. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
 
 
LSA Student Government 
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A Resolution in Support of Implementing Automatic Grade Notifications on Wolverine Access 
A bill for the consideration of the College of Literature, Science, and the Arts Student Government 

8 February 2012 

Sponsored by: Melissa Burns, Pallavi Abraham, Caroline Canning, Anna Wittow & Katie McGraw 

  Whereas, the mission of the College of the Literature, Science, and the Arts Student Government 
(hereafter LSA SG) is to “work to improve the quality of both academic and non-academic life for 

students of the College and to protect the rights of students of the College, as students and as citizens. 
Additionally, the Government shall serve as the representative voice of the Student Body of the 

College on issues which pertain to academics and the general welfare of the students of the College, 
both on and around the campus;” and, 

Whereas, the current University of Michigan (hereafter the University) policy states “[final course] 
grades are due within 72 hours after the scheduled final examination. If there is no exam scheduled 
for the class, grades are due 72 hours after the last day of the class or 72 hours after the completed 
work was due for the class;” and, 

Whereas, during the November 2011 all-campus elections, LSA SG polled students on the idea of 
automatic grade notifications and the results of this question showed that over 93% of students would 
support receiving an automatic email notification from Wolverine Access when a final course grade has 
been posted; and,  

Whereas, currently there is no system in place to alert students of changes to their grades or 
transcripts on Wolverine Access; and, 

Whereas, changes to a student’s academic transcript can be detrimental to a student’s academic 
future and potential for graduation. 

Be it therefore resolved, LSA SG encourages administrators to work towards the implementation of 
a system that would notify students via email when final course grades or edits to a transcript have 
been posted online to Wolverine Access; and, 

Be it further resolved, the sponsors of this resolution will write and send a letter to Dean of 
Undergraduate Education, Terrence McDonald, and Assistant Dean for Undergraduate Education, 
Marjorie Horton, that encourages the adoption of a policy that urges the facilitators of Wolverine 
Access to notify students by email when any addition or change has been made to a student’s 
academic transcript on Wolverine Access; and, 

Be it further resolved, LSA SG will continue to work with the Office of the Dean of the College of 
Literature, Science, and the Arts to determine the necessary steps to encourage instructors to 
implement this practice; and, 

Be it finally resolved, LSA SG will continue to advocate for student rights regarding policies 
affecting final course grade notifications. 
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Dear Dean McDonald, 

Early last semester, LSA Student Government spoke with you about implementing a policy that 
discourages instructors from holding exams on National Election Days. At your suggestion, we 
surveyed the student body during our Student Government elections in late November about their 
thoughts on the proposed policy. Of the 1,997 LSA students who responded, approximately 89% of 
students supported implementing a policy that asks instructors to not hold exams on Election Days 
either every two or four years. Only 11% of students responded they did not support such a policy. 

In addition to this data, LSA SG representatives e-mailed students requesting qualitative thoughts 
about examinations hosted on National Election Days. While some students expressed indifference 
on this issue, an overwhelming majority of students conveyed that they were concerned about the 
idea of exams hosted on National Election Days in even numbered years. 

In response to LSA students’ opinions, LSA SG drafted a resolution that requests the College to 
adopt a policy that asks instructors to not hold examinations on National Election Days held in even 
numbered years. The resolution (attached to this letter) was unanimously adopted (19-0-0). The 
resolution calls for us to contact you, the LSA Executive Committee, and the Michigan Daily to 
express student interest in creating a policy about exams on Election Days. 

Due to overcrowding at polling stations on National Election Days, students often spend hours 
standing in line to cast their ballots. In an academic setting, it is difficult to find the time to complete 
one’s duty as an American citizen. While a few instructors might be willing to cancel class or a 
student could arrive slightly tardy to class to a long lines on Election Day, students do not have the 
luxury of arriving late for an exam. 

In conclusion, if examinations were not held on National Election Days, students would be able to 
more easily find time to fulfill their civic duty. On behalf of the student body we would like to ask 
you and the LSA Executive Committee to endorse a policy that asks faculty and staff to refrain from 
holding exams on National Election Days in even numbered years. Thank you for your support in this 
request, and other LSA SG efforts. 

Thank you, 
 
 
 
LSA Student Government 
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