
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MEMORANDUM 

 
 

TO: Members of the LSA Executive Committee 

FROM: Pam Rinker 

DATE: September 23, 2010 

SUBJECT: Summary of LSA Curriculum Committee Minutes 
for September 14, 2010 
 

1. Dean Terry McDonald addressed members of the Curriculum Committee with 
regard to their role in the college and current issues in LSA Undergraduate 
Education. 

2. Phil Deloria, Associate Dean for LSA Undergraduate Education, talked about 
his interdisciplinary background and hopes as a new chair for the committee. 

3. Pam Rinker, Curriculum Specialist, briefly summarized the undergraduate 
course approval process. 

4. The committee accepted the recommendations of the R&E Subcommittee. 

5. The committee acted upon course approval requests. 

6. The committee ratified Summer course approval actions. 
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LSA CURRICULUM COMMITTEE 
Minutes of September 14, 2010 

Present: Phil Deloria (Chair); Ellie Dertz; Tim Dodd; Phil Gorman; Lori Gould; Mika Lavaque-Manty; Neil 
Marsh; John Mitani; Jennifer Myers; Esrold Nurse; Sally Oey; Sushama Pavgi; JoAnn Peraino; Pam Rinker; 
Catherine Sanok; Teresa Satterfield; Mandy Seyerle; Donna Wessel Walker; Jeffrey Wojcik; Evans Young; 
and Rebecca Zurier 
 
Guests: Dean Terry McDonald and Associate Dean Marjorie Horton 

The meeting came to order at 3:15 pm. 

CURRENT ISSUES IN LSA UNDERGRADUATE EDUCATION 

Dean Terry McDonald welcomed and thanked members of the Curriculum Committee for their time and effort 
in fulfilling an important role in the college. He encouraged them to strike a balance between carefully 
supervising the curriculum and impeding innovation. It is critical to be pragmatic with regard to the task at 
hand, as well as cautious in sending faculty corrections and suggestions about their course proposals. He 
suggested that the committee could discuss broader issues of curricular enrichment, including 
internationalization. On the whole, Dean McDonald thinks that the LSA curriculum is excellent. In fact, a 
recent publication ranked the University of Michigan as the eighth best college in the country. Our 
undergraduates are happy with their education, as evidenced by 83% rating their college experience as 
outstanding, along with 90% who wouldn’t change their choice. Such levels of satisfaction are amazing given 
the scale on which the university operates. He charged the committee with maintaining that recognized level of 
excellence. While some argue in favor of a “core curriculum,” Dean McDonald believes that LSA’s pluralistic 
approach to area distribution requirements has proven successful over time. We have begun evaluating the 
requirements year by year; this year the college will evaluate the Upper-Level Writing Requirement (ULWR).  

The committee asked if there were concerns about the proliferation of concentrations and academic minors. 
Dean McDonald listed several interdisciplinary concentrations that are growing quickly, such as the Program 
in the Environment, Neuroscience, and International Studies. These new programs appeal to a large number 
of today’s students. Political Science, Philosophy, and Economics are developing convergent interests in 
theoretical models for decision-making. Linguistics, Philosophy, and Psychology see a potential for 
interdisciplinary work in cognitive science. Development of more such programs might help address the 
growing problem of students pursuing three concentrations simultaneously. At this point, 20% of LSA 
students are double concentrators. Proposals from area studies centers interested in creating new minors are 
a concern, especially when they overlap with department concentrations and minors. The Executive 
Committee plans to discuss the issue. 

ASSOCIATE DEAN PHIL DELORIA 

As the new chair of the LSA Curriculum Committee, Phil Deloria introduced himself and summarized his 
interdisciplinary background in American Culture, History, and Native American studies. He encouraged the 
committee to think more about new ideas and possibilities, and envisions his role as facilitating, enabling, 
guiding, and supporting the group’s collective wisdom. 

COURSE APPROVAL PROCESS 

Pam Rinker, LSA Curriculum Specialist, briefly explained the undergraduate course approval process 
(attached). After being vetted according to each unit’s practice, course approval requests are submitted to the 
Curriculum Office for a close review, resolution of questions, and requests for additional information. Next 
they go to the Course Approval Subcommittee, which places each request on either a Consent or Discussion 
agenda. After Pam follows up with faculty and departments, the subcommittee’s recommendations go to the 
committee as a whole. After an opportunity to move any courses to the Discussion agenda, the committee 
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approves Consent Items as a batch. Then they consider each Discussion Item and decide whether to approve, 
defer, or deny based on additional information or clarifications from the department and/or faculty. The same 
process pertains to other curriculum proposals such as concentrations and academic minors, i.e. they first are 
discussed by the Course Approval Subcommittee. Then a subcommittee faculty member summarizes 
discussions along with any recommendations and revisions. All Curriculum Committee decisions need to be 
reviewed by the LSA Executive Committee before they are considered official. In the interim, it is important 
that committee members not announce or discuss approval actions with others. A change implemented last 
spring empowered the Curriculum Office to approve and process any simple updates or non-controversial 
modifications throughout the year. If a department submits a time-sensitive proposal that needs immediate 
action during the summer, Dean Deloria has the authority to approve such on behalf of the Curriculum and 
Executive Committees. The Curriculum Committee is asked to ratify all summer approvals at their first 
meeting in September. Ms. Rinker noted that the committee generally operates by consensus. When 
necessary, decisions are put to a vote restricted to the 9 elected or appointed faculty members and 3 students 
representing LSA Student Government. Dean Deloria votes only in case of a tie.  

RACE &ETHNICITY COURSE APPROVALS 

Assistant Dean Evans Young summarized the process used by the R&E Subcommittee reviews R&E requests.  
They apply the guidelines for the R&E Requirement, ensuring that a substantial content of the course (over half) 
addresses related issues. The committee accepted the recommendations summarized on the attached report: 
 

Approve 
 
Recertification / Blanket 

1. RCHUMS 305. Cultural Confrontations in the Arts. Lecturer IV Susan Pratt Walton. F10 
2. RCHUMS 308 / ASIAN 308. Arts and Ideas in S and SE Asia. Lecturer IV Susan Pratt Walton. F10 
3. SLAVIC 312 / RCHUMS 312. Central European Cinema. Assoc. Professor Herbert J. Eagle. W11. 

New Proposal / Blanket 
4. HISTORY 204/ ASIAN 204. East Asia: Early Transformations. Professor Hitomi Tonomura, 

Assistant Professor Christian dePee. F10. 

SEPTEMBER COURSE APPROVAL REQUESTS (see Appendix I) 

1. The committee approved a total of 40 course approval requests: 20 new courses; 19 
modifications, and 1 deletion.  
 

2. The following courses were approved for distribution and/or college requirement effective W11: 
a. LR: requirement removed from ASIANLAN 282 
b. HU: HISTART 383; HISTORY 331; PHIL 154 and 156; and POLISH 214/REEES 214 
c. ID: HISTORY 300/ASTRO 300 
d. NS/BS: ASTRO 106 
e. SS: POLSCI 307 and 309; WOMENSTD 212 
f. BS-Eligible/QR2: COMPLXSYS 430 

SUMMER COURSE APPROVAL ACTIONS (see Appendix II) 

1. Summer course approval actions were ratified: 5 new courses; 80 modifications; and 274 deletions. 

The meeting was adjourned at 5 pm. 
 
NEXT MEETING: DISCUSSION 
Tuesday, September 21, 2010, at 3:10 pm 
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MEMORANDUM 

TO: Chairs & Directors, Key Administrators, and Course Approval Contacts 

FROM: Pam Rinker, LSA Curriculum Specialist 

DATE: July 6, 2010 

SUBJECT: 2010-2011 LSA COURSE APPROVAL PROCESS STEP BY STEP  

INTRODUCTION 

The LSA Faculty Code (A2.06 sec. 6) defines the responsibilities of the Curriculum Committee:  

The Committee on Curriculum shall study the operation of the requirements adopted by this 
faculty and is authorized to formulate the specific regulations necessary to implement the general 
policies so adopted and to recommend to the faculty through the Executive Committee 
improvements in the curriculum. 

The Code mentions three duties in particular:  

1. To regulate the approval of new courses and modification of existing ones. 
 

2. To receive reports from departments regarding changes made in their programs, and to encourage 
and supervise the development of "new educational ventures," especially interdisciplinary and 
lower-level courses. 
 

3. To encourage course evaluation by both faculty and students, to assess "the qualitative effects of 
various curricular patterns," and to recommend measures for the improvement of teaching in the 
College.  

As outlined in the Faculty Code, the Curriculum Committee is responsible for approving all changes in 
the undergraduate curriculum, including new courses, modifications, and any changes in concentration 
and academic minors. The committee also is charged with reviewing proposals that involve study abroad 
components involving LSA credit, e.g. incorporating study abroad into existing courses, full study abroad 
programs consisting of courses designed specifically for LSA students, or plans that involve teaching an 
existing course in another country. Departments are encouraged to initiate broad curricular changes as early 
as possible, ideally one year in advance.  

Curriculum Committee Members meet 3-5 pm on most Tuesdays in subcommittees, course approval 
meetings, or topic discussions (explained below), with a total of eight meetings dedicated to course approvals. 
Most committee decisions are made by consensus. When necessary by polling voting members: a discrete 
group comprised of the nine elected faculty, three from each of the primary academic disciplines (HU, NS, and 
SS), plus the three undergraduate students appointed by LSA Student Government. The committee is chaired 
by the Associate Dean for Undergraduate Education, who votes only in the case of a tie. Several ex-officio 
members attend weekly meetings to provide information about possible issues. Minutes for each meeting are 
sent to the Executive Committee and posted online at http://lsa.umich.edu/facstaff/ug_education/cc/minutes. 
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UNDERGRADUATE COURSE APPROVAL PROCESS STEP-BY-STEP  
(refer to Rackham Course Approval Process for graduate courses) 

1. Faculty: After curriculum proposals have been vetted according to each unit’s practice, 
instructors provide staff with course information included in blank course approval request 
forms(CARFs), NEW COURSES or MODIFICATIONS.  

2. Staff: Using course details provided by instructors, designated staff submit an online CARF to the 
Dean’s Office. A draft syllabus or at the very least a reading list is required for all new courses. 

3. Dean’s Office: After an initial review of all curriculum proposals, departments and faculty are 
asked for clarification or additional documentation as necessary. Proposals then go to the 
Curriculum Committee, which meets only September through mid-April. Starting this summer, 
CARFs considered simple or routine will be processed on a rolling basis without completing steps 
4-6.  

4. Course Approval Subcommittee: A standing subcommittee reviews a course approval report 
sorted alphabetically and puts each CARF on either a Consent or Discussion agenda. They also 
review all other curriculum proposals—including concentrations, academic minors, and study 
abroad programs—and send their recommendations to the whole committee. 

5. Race & Ethnicity Subcommittee: R&E proposals are reviewed by a second standing subcommittee 
which reports their recommendations to the whole committee. Faculty proposals must include an 
R&E Course Approval Form signed by the chair of the their unit, a detailed syllabus, and a 1-2 page 
explanation of how the course will provide substantial discussion of all three of the following 
issues: a) the meaning of race, ethnicity and racism; b) racial and ethnic intolerance and resulting 
inequality as it occurs in the United States or elsewhere; and c) comparisons of discrimination based 
on race, ethnicity, religion, social class or gender. 

6. LSA Curriculum Committee: Several days before each of the eight CC meetings dedicated to 
course approvals, the agenda is posted on CTools for the committee’s review. The information 
packet includes a course approval report sorted by consent and discussion items (with subcommittee 
comments), any other curricular proposals, and all supporting documentation. When the committee 
meets they approve all consent items as a batch, except for any moved to the discussion agenda. All 
discussion items are reviewed with reference to the concerns of the Course Approval 
Subcommittee. Typically the committee approves most proposals or grant contingent approval 
pending the unit’s acceptance of the recommended changes. It defers proposals with concerns until 
the next meeting based on additional information from the unit and/or faculty addressing the 
committee’s concerns. Very occasionally, the committee denies a proposal, in which case their 
rationale is sent to departments and instructors.  

7. LSA Executive Committee: The LSA Executive Committee must ratify all Curriculum Committee 
decisions before they are considered official. Overturning a decision is rare, but it has happened. 
Because of scheduling issues, a memo of the committee’s course approval actions is submitted to 
the Executive Committee’s two weeks later as part of its consent agenda. Since many approved 
CARFs face such a tight timeline prior to early registration, the Associate Dean usually signs off 
immediately on behalf of the Executive Committee except for any CARFs that may be 
controversial.  

8. Registrar’s Office: Hard copies of all approved CARFs are delivered to the Registrar for data 
entry into Pathways as well as posted on a SharePoint website for easy access by staff. Approved 
proposals for concentrations and academic minors also are sent to the RO for data entry into the 
degree audit and to the editor of the online LSA Bulletin. 
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CONCENTRATIONS & ACADEMIC MINORS 

Adding or removing specific courses listed for concentrations and academic minors or making other 
minimal changes/corrections to requirements does not require a form. Simply submit a short memo signed 
by the department head listing the specific revisions and effective term. For new proposals, as well as 
significant modifications to existing concentrations and academic minors, click on proposal forms to 
review college policy or guidelines and to download the appropriate forms. While proposals may be to the 
Curriculum Committee as email attachments or campus mail, electronic versions are strongly preferred for 
the sake of tracking. Only a few changes or updates to concentrations and academic minors should be 
submitted as a memo. Prior to submitting many changes, please highlight them on the proposal forms. 
Otherwise, it is more difficult for the committee to identify and review the modifications. Whenever 
concentration or academic minor proposals include courses from other academic units, all chairs/directors 
must indicate approval on the form or by email. Approvals are intended to indicate discussion and 
agreement on the part of both chair and faculty about two issues: first, the courses will be offered on a 
regular basis; and second, additional enrollment will not have a negative impact on concentrators.  

2010-11 COURSE APPROVAL DEADLINES  

The deadlines for all curriculum proposals (including CARFs that earn undergraduate or UG/Graduate 
credit) are listed below. Brief extensions of these deadlines are available upon request. Based on the 
Registrar’s timeline for scheduling classes, CARFs submitted by specific deadlines are likely (but not 
guaranteed) to be approved and entered into Pathways in time for the classroom scheduling and early 
registration, assuming there are no problems or unexpected delays. Once a class has any enrollment, 
departments may not change class components or the number of credits earned. Such changes would require 
the Registrar’s Office to alter individual student records manually. Altering the number of credits also could 
be problematic for students, e.g. total credit load, financial aid eligibility, and tuition. 

curriculum deadline likely to be processed in time for specific goals 

August 19 
 Initial classroom assignments & enforced prerequisites for W11  
 New concentrations/academic minors effective W11 

September 9 
 Backpack/early registration & credit exclusions for W11  
 Curriculum proposals for Sp, Sp/Su, Su & F11 accepted through March 3 

October 7  Modifications to concentrations/academic minors effective W11 

November 11 
 

December 23 
 New or modified concentrations/academic minors & enforced prerequisites 

effective Sp, Sp/Su, Su & F11  
 Deadline for printed 2011-2012 LSA Bulletin 

January 13  Backpack/early registration & credit exclusions for Sp, Sp/Su, Su & F11 

February 10 

March 3 
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LINKS TO LSA CURRICULUM COMMITTEE INFORMATION & PROPOSAL FORMS 

 Curriculum Committee Meetings 

 CC Members & Responsibilities 

 Blank CARF for New Course Proposals  

 Blank CARF for Course Modifications  

 Blank CARF for Course Deletions  

 New Academic Minor Proposal Form 

 Academic Minor Modification Proposal Form 

 New Concentration Proposal Form 

 Concentration Modification Proposal Form 

 Race & Ethnicity Requirement 

 R&E Proposal Form 

 Quantitative Reasoning Requirement 

 QR Requirement Proposal Form 

 
LINKS TO LSA ACADEMIC POLICIES & GUIDELINES 

 The Writing Component in Courses Proposed to the LSA Curriculum Committee 

 Concentration Requirements  

 Academic Minors 

 General Area Distribution 

 Independent Study Guidelines 

 First-Year Writing Requirement 

 Upper-Level Writing Requirement 

 Language Requirement 

 Race & Ethnicity Requirement 

 QR Requirement 

 Bachelor of Science Eligibility 

 Guidelines for Courses that Meet-Together 

 Course Credits Based on Contact Hours 

 Class Type Definitions 

 Course Numbering Policies 

 Experiential Courses 

 Study Abroad Proposals 

 President's Council: Review of New Academic Programs 
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RACE & ETHNICITY SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT  
LSA CURRICULUM COMMITTEE 

September 14, 2010 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The R&E Subcommittee recommends the following actions regarding R&E proposals: 
 
APPROVE (4) 
 
Recertification / Blanket 

 
1. RCHUMS 305. Cultural Confrontations in the Arts. Lecturer IV Susan Pratt Walton. F10 

Cultural Confrontation in the Arts focuses on the artistic engagement and various aesthetic responses of 
artists of color to contemporary society.  The class will explore representative texts, performance and /or 
visual images that address issues of identity, race, representation, etc. from this unique perspective.  
Throughout the semester, students will become better acquainted with influential writers, artists, and 
musical genres that have shaped these dialogues.  Alternative influences or viewpoints in relationship to 
mainstream art, culture and ideology will also be highlighted.  

 
2. RCHUMS 308 / ASIAN 308. Arts and Ideas in S and SE Asia. Lecturer IV Susan Pratt Walton. F10 

The focus of this course is two-fold: assessing the reaction of Indian, Indonesian and Thai societies to the 
west and analyzing the racial/ethnic issues in these societies. These two issues comprise the major issues 
that peoples in these societies have had to face in the 20th century, as they struggled to rid their countries of 
colonial domination and as they worked to create nations that embodied a variety of ethnic/racial groups. 
We examine these two issues by delving into art works created by South and Southeast Asians artists who 
reflect on these issues. 

 
3. SLAVIC 312 / RCHUMS 312.  Central European Cinema. Associate Professor Herbert J. Eagle. 

W11. 
During four decades of communist party rule, the film industries of Hungary, Poland, Czechoslovakia, and 
Yugoslavia were under state control.  One positive result of this was ample funding for serious films about 
social and political topics.  In certain thematic areas particularly those dealing with racial and ethnic 
intolerance and with the plight of women in patriarchal societies, filmmakers in East Central Europe were 
able to be more incisive, frank and provocative than is often the case in profit-driven Hollywood film.  
Talented and committed filmmakers were able to take advantage of the regimes’ progressive official 
pronouncements with regard to ethnic and gender issues to craft powerful films which the regimes had no 
grounds to suppress.  In the post-communist period, this tradition of critical filmmaking continues. 
 
The course has four units: (1) the Holocaust – how people in East Central Europe reacted to the genocidal 
plans of the Nazis, from indifference and collaboration to heroic acts of altruism: pre-war relations between 
Jews and non-Jews, reasons for acquiescence to racist policies and expropriation of Jewish property, The 
motivations of those who protected Jews at great personal risk, the reactions of the Jew themselves to the 
nightmare in which they found themselves; (2) women’s lives under state socialism – women in the work 
force in large numbers, but plagued by persistent patriarchal attitudes toward sex and marriage – some male 
directors represent this situation critically, but it is women directors who confront it most 
uncompromisingly, adopting radical stylistic strategies;); (3) animosity among Catholic Croats, Orthodox 
Serbs, Moslem Bosnians, Orthodox Macedonians and Moslem Albanians, leading to Yugoslavia’s wars of 
the 1990s  - as wells as the countervailing examples of humanistic values and peaceful coexistence 
prevailing among people of these ethnicities; (4) Discrimination against the Roma – films which show its 
effects on their way of life, and their development of an ideology and culture to withstand, internally, the 
negative stereotypes held by others. 
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New Proposal / Blanket 
 
4. HISTORY 204/ ASIAN 204. East Asia: Early Transformations. Professor Hitomi Tonomura, 

Assistant Professor Christian dePee.  F10. 
“East Asia: Early Transformations” has been a staple course in the Department of History for more than 
three decades.  It has been revised to articulate the issues of race and ethnicity, and to enhance an 
understanding of the concept and practice of discrimination situated in the centuries prior to the rise of 
modern nation-states and the associated introduction of the vocabulary of pre-modern East Asia and to think 
outside the familiar framework of modern discourses of discrimination, while at the same time recognizing 
the viability of an analysis that is based on a universalistic understanding of humanity, suffering, and 
inequity. 
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LSA Curriculum Committee 
Course Approval Actions 

9/14/2010   

1.
New

Winter 
2011

   

ASTRO 106
Aliens
(UG Full 1.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Eric Bell and Ted Bergin) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This mini-course discusses the on-going search for extra-terrestrial life. It focuses on scientific hurdles that lie within our 
understanding about the number of potential environments suitable for life in the Galaxy, the development of life, its 
evolution, and the technical challenges of interstellar travel and communication.

Meets Distr Req: NS

Meets Gen Req: BS

Repeat for Credit? No

Assessment: There will be two levels of course assessment. First, assessment of the course by the instructors, 
using clicker questions and lecturer-led group work to gauge how well learning goals are being 
met, and the format can be adjusted to address any shortcomings that are seen. Second, by the 
Astronomy's curriculum committee, that together with the lecturers regularly assesses and 
monitors its offerings. 

 
BS Eligibility Supporting Statement:
   This Astronomy course describes the scientific background of our understanding of life in the Universe. A more detailed 
description is given in support of the NS distribution requirement. 

 

2.
New

Winter 
2011
One 

term

   

CAAS 316
Advanced Swahili II
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Nyambura Mpesha) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This course assumes higher proficiency in the written and spoken. It enables students to gain a deeper understanding of 
the language through reading, analyzing and interpreting complex thoughts, issues and ideas in literature written in 
Kiswahili by African writers.

Repeat for Credit? No

Advisory Prereq's: CAAS 315

Assessment: CAAS typically relies directly on faculty instructors, and when necessary oversight by the Associate 
Director, for the assessment of student learning. With language courses, these assessments tend 
to be straightforward and amply reflected in the week-to-week acquisition of language skills, 
measured by quizzes and examinations. Students who complete the Advanced Swahili I should 
also be able to achieve Advanced as measured by the American Council of Teachers of Foreign 
Languages (ACTFL).

 

3.
New

Winter 
2011

   

CAAS 411
Advanced Dynamics of the Black Diaspora
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Damani J. Partridge) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This course explores the relationship between aesthetic productions, experiences of displacement, and theories of 
community formation. Drawing on theoretical, historical, and anthropological analyses, and examining film, ethnography, 
music, and literature, students explore the production of spaces beyond the nation-state and the ways in which a desire for 
place constrains imagination.

Repeat for Credit? No

Advisory Prereq's: CAAS 111 and 211

Assessment: CAAS typically leaves direct assessment in the hands of the faculty instructor with oversight, when 
necessary, from the Associate Director. In this particular case, assessment will be determined 
primarily by the quality of the final research project as well as by student evaluations.

 

4.
New

Winter 
2011

CMPLXSYS 430
Modeling Infectious Diseases
(UG Full 3.0, Grad Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Pejman Rohani) 
 
Short Course Description:
   Understanding the spread, evolution and control of infectious diseases requires integrating processes that occur at many 
scales: infection and pathogenesis within a host, transmission among hosts and long-term evolutionary forces. 
Mathematical and computational models provide a unique perspective for understanding disease dynamics at these scales 
individually, but also within an integrated framework. By combining lectures and computer labs, we formulate and analyze 
various models relating to infectious disease biology, with particular attention to their management control.

Meets Gen Req: BS, QR/2

Repeat for Credit? No
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Enforced Prereq's: MATH 115 or 120

Permission To Enroll: Instructor

Assessment: Complex Systems will consult with CRLT to determine additional standards used to evaluate the 
success of the course. Complex Systems will also consider the number of students who go on to 
complete the proposed new undergraduate minor in complex systems since this course would 
count as one of the electives for that minor.

 
BS Eligibility Supporting Statement:
   Complex Systems is a science department.
 
QR Supporting Statement:
   In this class students will be shown how key epidemiological lessons can be learned by careful scrutiny of simple 
graphical illustrations. For example, one of the central aims of epidemiological modeling is to predict the vaccination effort 
required to eradicate an infectious disease. In class, I will first use graphical reasoning to derive this quantity and then will 
proceed to use mathematics to confirm. Another appropriate example is my proposed use of statistical inference methods 
to quantitatively evaluate empirical support for different hypotheses and discussion of parsimony.

 

5.
New

Winter 
2011

   

ELI 372
Academic Words & Their Patterns
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Pamela Bogart) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This course is designed to improve students’ understanding and use of university-level vocabulary and discourse. Through 
the introduction of internet-based resources students will expand their use of general academic and specialist terminology 
and phrases. The class focuses on essential vocabulary and collocations in spoken and written texts. 

Repeat for Credit? No

Credit Exclusions: A maximum of four ELI credits may be counted toward a degree.

Assessment: Students will be evaluated on the basis of written work (in-class assignments, quizzes, and 
exams), oral presentations as well as preparation and participation in class discussions.

 

6.
New

Winter 
2011

   

GEOSCI 431 / ENVIRON 431
Terrestrial Biomes Past, Present and Future
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0, Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Selena Smith) 
 
Short Course Description:
   As the major organizing feature of terrestrial ecosystems, biomes are dependent on the organisms, ecosystems, and 
climate of the planet. This course surveys important biological innovations, examples of past ecosystems from the fossil 
record, the relevance of climate to terrestrial environments, and the changing world of today and tomorrow.

Meets Gen Req: BS

Repeat for Credit? No

Enforced Prereq's: BIOLOGY 171 or [GEOSCI 116, 119, 120, or 205/206] or graduate standing

Assessment: In addition to grades and the end-of-term evaluations, I will have a midterm evaluation and will 
solicit feedback from students by providing them with the chance to submit anonymous comments 
(paper and pencils by office door). Informal conversations with students throughout the term will 
also provide me with an opportunity to check that the course is meeting its goals and objectives.

 
BS Eligibility Supporting Statement:
   Course content is geology, environment, and biology, all NS subjects.

 

7.
New

Winter 
2011

   

HISTART 383
Modern Asian Art
(UG Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Joan Kee) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This course discusses modern art in Asia (construed in this context as the countries comprising East, Southeast, and 
South Asia) as a function of the encounter between groups identified primarily on the basis of their racial and ethnic origin. 
Beginning from roughly the late 18th century, this course explores constructs of race and ethnicity through visual 
representation.

Meets Distr Req: HU

Repeat for Credit? No

Advisory Prereq's: At least one course in either History of Art or Asian Studies

Assessment: One way the department assesses the success of a course is to look at the student evaluations. 
Joan Kee will also do a self-evaluation when she meets with the Chair at the end of the term.

 

8. HISTORY 300 / ASTRO 300
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New
Winter 

2011

   

The Beginning and The End: A History of Cosmology
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Rudi Lindner) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This course discusses the development of modern cosmology, both observational and theoretical, since the late 
eighteenth century.

Meets Distr Req: ID

Repeat for Credit? No

Assessment: I use a number of practices that I have learned at Lilly Teaching Conferences. First, a technique 
pioneered by the statistician Frederich Mosteller, I ask students, at the end of one class or the 
beginning of the next class, to hand in a few sentences identifying the "muddiest point" in the 
class meeting: what they did not understand, or where I lost them, or where their attention 
wandered and they did not pick up the thread when they returned. Second, I ask students to 
identify topics, as we work through the term, that they feel could have been better presented, and 
I seek ideas from them that would help me learn their needs. Third, I ask one student to ask 
another to explain something or to respond to an opinion about the material, or to make some 
engagement with the topic just under discussion, or to "grade" the assigned reading. I have also 
used CRLT mid-term assessments.

 

9.
New

Winter 
2011

   

HISTORY 331
Poland in the 20th and 21st Centuries
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Brian Porter-Szucs) 
 
Short Course Description:
   The history of Poland from the restoration of independence in 1918 until the present day, including coverage of the Nazi 
occupation during WWII, the four decades of communism, and the path towards integration with Europe after 1989.

Meets Distr Req: HU

Repeat for Credit? No

Assessment: The instructor will assess the success of the course throughout the term. 50% of the grade is tied 
to the students blogging online through the CTools course site; this will allow the instructor to 
gauge their engagement and understanding of the course materials. The instructor will also use 
mid-term evaluations to assess the student's mastery of the course conceptions, and make any 
necessary changes.

 

10.
New

Winter 
2011

   

LING 497
Capstone Seminar
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This capstone course is designed to provide students with a unified experience that brings previous coursework, 
particularly those required, to bear on a specific topic. Individual topics vary by term, but all integrate the core areas of the 
discipline.

Repeat for Credit? Yes
Max Times Crs Can Be Elected: 2
Max Total Credits: n/a
Elect More Than Once in Same Term? Yes

Enforced Prereq's: LING 313, 315 and 316

Assessment: The undergraduate committee will review the outcome of the capstone courses annually or bi-
annually.

 

11.
New

Winter 
2011

   

PHIL 154
Science Fiction and Philosophy
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 2.0) (Regular) (A-E) (David Baker) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This course explores a variety of philosophical topics through appeal to thought experiments from important works of 
science fiction.

Meets Distr Req: HU

Repeat for Credit? No

Assessment: The professor will conduct a mid-term course evaluation, in addition to asking open-ended 
questions about the course (features to retain, features that need improvement) in the final 
course evaluation.

 

12.
New

Winter 
2011

PHIL 156
Introduction to Experimental Philosophy
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 2.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Chandra Sripada) 
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Short Course Description:
   This course provides an introduction to core questions from the perspective of Experimental Philosophy. This sub-field 
within philosophy addresses the meaning of important concepts (such as knowledge and free will) using survey methods 
and statistical techniques derived from psychology.

Meets Distr Req: HU

Repeat for Credit? No

Assessment: Instructor will ensure that the learning objectives of this course are being realized throughout the 
course by: 1.This course will have an emphasis on in-class discussion and there are 4 scheduled 
in-class debates. These provide an opportunity to gauge student understanding and critical 
engagement with key ideas and arguments. 2.Every student will be required to visit instructor for 
at least one half hour during office hours to discuss their first paper. This provides instructor a 
chance to assess how students are thinking about and engaging with course materials on a one-
on-one basis with every student. 3.Students take a mid-term exam, at which time they also 
submit their first of 2 papers. This allows assessment of student learning and understanding, with 
ample time to make adjustments for second half of the course. 4.Instructor will arrange through 
CRLT for an in-class anonymous feedback session at midpoint of course and use this information 
to make course adjustments 

 

13.
New

Winter 
2011

   

PHIL 424
Philosophy of Quantum Mechanics
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 2.0, Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 2.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Laura Ruetsche) 
 
Short Course Description:
   An introduction to the philosophy for quantum mechanics, focusing on quantum non-locality and the measurement 
problem ("Schrodinger cat paradox"). While some background in physics would be useful for this course, it is not essential. 
Relevant formalisms are introduced along with the philosophical questions they help to frame. 

Meets Gen Req: BS

Repeat for Credit? No

Advisory Prereq's: One course in philosophy and one in mathematics or physics

Assessment: The professor will conduct a midterm course evaluation, in addition to asking open-ended 
questions about the course (features to retain, features that need improvement) in the final 
course evaluation.

 
BS Eligibility Supporting Statement:
   Is this course BS-eligible?

 

14.
New

Winter 
2011

   

PHIL 464
The Scientific Revolution
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 2.0, Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 2.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Tad Schmaltz) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This course examines the scientific revolution in 16th and 17th century Europe, with special attention to astronomy, 
physics, and biomedical science in the work of Copernicus, Harvey, Kepler, Galileo, Descartes, Boyle, Locke, Leibniz, and 
Newton.

Repeat for Credit? No

Advisory Prereq's: One course in history or philosophy

Assessment: The professor will ask open-ended questions about the course (features to retain, features that 
need improvement) in the final course evaluation. The course will be a success if it leads students 
to appreciate that the conception and practice of "science" have changed considerably through 
time and that there is a rich and intellectually significant history that conditions contemporary 
views of what counts as science.

 

15.
New

Winter 
2011

   

POLISH 214 / REEES 214
Rock Poetry and Political Protest in Poland 
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Piotr Westwalewicz) 
 
Short Course Description:
   An introduction to Polish history and culture through a detailed analysis of jazz, cabaret, rock, and punk music texts and 
performance styles and strategies. The course introduces students to rhetorical and contextual reading of verbal and non-
verbal texts. It places Polish culture in the larger Central European context.

Meets Distr Req: HU

Repeat for Credit? No

Assessment: The main objectives of the course are: introduction to Polish history and culture, introduction to 
rhetorical and contextual analysis of verbal and non-verbal texts, introduction to the study of 
national mythologies and perceptions. These objectives can be measured via short and long 
papers as well as the final exam. More importantly, they can be assessed during discussion 
meetings when students will have opportunities to demonstrate their progress in comprehension 
and exposition of their ideas about course material. A mid term and end of term survey of 
students’ satisfaction with the course and suggestions for adjustments to material selection and 
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presentation should allow us to measure students’ response to course material and instruction. 

 

16.
New

Winter 
2011

   

POLSCI 307
Topics in American Political Thought
(UG Full 3.0-4.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Jennet Kirkpatrick) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This topics course focuses on specific themes in American political thought. Examples include: a specific historical period 
in American politics (such as the Colonial Era, early Republic, Reconstruction, Progressive Era); or a particular theme (race, 
development of rights or the state, inequality). The course serves as a bridge between the general study of American 
politics and political theory.

Meets Distr Req: SS

Repeat for Credit? Yes
Max Times Crs Can Be Elected: 2
Max Total Credits: n/a
Elect More Than Once in Same Term? Yes

Advisory Prereq's: POLSCI 101 or 111

Assessment: Assessment will include student feedback surveys at the start and end of the term to gauge 
enthusiasm. These bookend surveys will also determine the percentage of students that have 
enrolled in POLSCI 307 or another course within the American Politics subfield and the percentage 
of students that plans to enroll in these courses after taking POLSCI 307. We will also do follow-up 
statistical queries to determine how many students take both courses in this sequence or enroll in 
other advanced-level political theory or political science classes.

 

17.
New

Winter 
2011

   

POLSCI 309
Theoretical Perspectives on Environmental Change
(UG Full 3.0-4.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Lisa Disch) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This course draws upon concepts from Western political theory to examine the political and ethical issues posed by 
environmental change.

Meets Distr Req: SS

Repeat for Credit? Yes
Max Times Crs Can Be Elected: 2
Max Total Credits: n/a
Elect More Than Once in Same Term? No

Advisory Prereq's: POLSCI 101

Assessment: Assessment will include student feedback surveys during the term and follow-up statistical queries 
to determine if students in this course go on to take other intermediate-level classes in the history 
of political thought or participate in upper-level seminars in political theory and political science.

 

18.
New

Winter 
2011

   

PSYCH 291 / WOMENSTD 291
Introduction to the Psychology of Women and Gender
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Lilia Cortina) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This course focuses on feminist theories and empirical findings on the psychology of women and gender. Specifically, the 
lived experiences of women, the social construction of gender, the gendered nature of social institutions, and the way that 
gender intersects with race/ethnicity, sexual orientation, social class, and other social categories.

Repeat for Credit? No

Enforced Prereq's: PSYCH 111

Assessment: The Department of Psychology Student Affairs Chair or a proxy will make a classroom visit to 
observe the instructor and students. The syllabus and course materials will be reviewed annually. 
The instructor will provide a statement of the strengths of the course and identify improvements 
that will be made prior to subsequent offerings of the course.

 

19.
New
Fall 

2010

STATS 485
Capstone Seminar
(UG Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This capstone seminar builds on students’ substantial statistical backgrounds to reach a broader and deeper 
understanding of statistical theory and practice. Specific topics vary by instructor, but generally include sophisticated 
examples of statistical methods being used to address challenging applied research problems. In addition, the seminar 
explores how statisticians evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of existing statistical methods and develop new ones.

Meets Gen Req: BS
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Repeat for Credit? No

Advisory Prereq's: Prior or concurrent enrollment in STATS 426 and STATS 500. Restricted to Statistics concentrators 
in their final year of study.

Permission To Enroll: Department

Assessment: Since the course is restricted to statistics majors, we have several ways to assess the impact of 
this course. When students graduate, they are asked to respond to a survey which includes 
questions about which classes had the biggest influence on their knowledge of statistical 
techniques and their view of statistics as a subject. We will also use departmental events and 
concentration advising appointments to seek information about how well this course is serving to 
compliment more traditional lecture-driven instruction.

 
BS Eligibility Supporting Statement:
   All STATS courses qualify for BS-eligibility.

 

20.
New

Winter 
2011

   

WOMENSTD 212
The Global HIV/AIDS Epidemic
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 
Short Course Description:
   An introduction to the global HIV/AIDS epidemic. Provides basic information about the history, biology, politics, and 
culture of AIDS, surveys the current state of the epidemic in different parts of the globe, and describes how the epidemic 
has been shaped by gender, poverty, and other structures of social inequality.

Meets Distr Req: SS

Repeat for Credit? No

Assessment: At the 200-level, the assessment of student learning is generally left to the faculty instructors, 
working together in consultation with the graduate student instructor(s). For this particular class, 
assessment will be measured through weekly-response papers, the writing exercises and midterm 
essay, the final examination, and class participation in small-group discussion sections, overseen 
by the graduate student instructor(s). In addition, the designers of the course have been working 
with Crisca Bierwert of the CRLT on the design of the course, pedagogical issues and 
implementation, evaluation of outcomes, and assessment of overall success. Her involvement in 
the course is expected to continue during the implementation of the course throughout the 2010-
2011 academic year. 

 

21.
Mod

Summer 
2011    

ASIANLAN 282
Second Year Telugu II
(UG Full 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Meets Lang Req Yes No 

 

22.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

ASIANLAN 305
Advanced Spoken Chinese I
(UG Full 2.0, UG Half 2.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Advisory Prereq's ASIANLAN 202 or 203 None 

Enforced Prereq's 
(long) 

None ASIALAN 202 or ASIANLAN 203 or permission 
of instructor. 

 

23.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

ASIANLAN 306
Advanced Spoken Chinese II
(UG Full 2.0, UG Half 2.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Advisory Prereq's Native or near-native speakers of Mandarin can 
not earn credit for this course. 

None 

Enforced Prereq's 
(long) 

None ASIANLAN 202 or ASIANLAN 203 or ASIANLAN 
305, or Permission of Instructor 

 

24.
Mod

Winter 

ASIANLAN 309
Media Chinese I
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
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2011

   

 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Advisory Prereq's ASIANLAN 301, 303, or 304 None 

Enforced Prereq's 
(long) 

None ASIANLAN 301 or 304 

 

25.
Mod
Fall 

2010

   

CMPLXSYS 470 / PHYSICS 470
Experiments in Nonlinear Dynamics
(UG Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Robert Deegan) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Course Level Undergraduate Only UG/Rackham Grad W/ additional work 

Credits UG Full 3.0 UG Full 3.0 
Grad Full 3.0 

 

26.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

EEB 483
Limnology: Freshwater Ecology
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0, Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (George Kling) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Course Title Limnology: Freshwater Ecology Freshwater Ecosystems: Limnology 

Transcript Title Limnology Freshwater Ecosystem 

Time Sched Title Freshwater Ecology Freshwater Ecosystem 

Short Course Descr None Freshwater Limnology (Ecology) is a lecture 
and lab field course that focuses on the 
physical, chemical, and biological controls of 
aquatic ecosystems. It addresses major topics 
such as nutrient enrichment, food/web 
interactions, and invasive species. The lab 
component provides instruction on modern field 
techniques and laboratory analyses used in 
aquatic research. 

Credits UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0 
Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 3.0 

UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0 
Grad Full 4.0, Grad Half 4.0 

Components-Hours LEC LEC-3, LAB-3 

Advisory Prereq's Advanced undergraduate or Graduate standing, 
with background in PHYSICS, CHEMISTRY, 
BIOLOGY, or water-related sciences. 

One course in each of the following: ecology, 
chemistry, and physics. 

Enforced Prereq's 
(long) 

None Sophomor es and above 

Credit Exclusions None No credit granted to those who are enrolled in 
or have completed EEB 484. 

 

27.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

GERMAN 357
Tutoring High-School German Students
(UG Full 3.0) (Expr) (A-E) (Andrew Mills) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Course Title Tutoring High-School German Students Tutoring High-School and K-8 German 

Transcript Title Tutoring HS Students Tutoring HS and K-8 

Time Sched Title Tutoring HS Students Tutoring HS and K-8 

Short Course Descr Undergraduates who have taken at least 
German 300 are involved in tutoring students 
who are learning German in local public high 
schools in Washtenaw County. The goals are to 
close the gap between high schools and the 
university, to introduce the potential career of 
teacher to our undergraduates, and to help 
less-privileged high-school students. 

Undergraduates tutor students who are 
learning German in local public high schools or 
assist in offering German to elementary schools 
and middle schools. The goals are to 
strengthen ties between local schools and the 
university, to introduce teaching as a potential 
career path to undergraduates, to heighten 
awareness of foreign languages, and to 
promote the study of German. 
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Enforced Prereq's 
(long)    

 GERMAN 230, 232 or 291 or RCLANG 291 
   
   

Sophomore Standing and above. Completion of 
one graded German course beyond GERMAN 
300. 

 

28.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

PHIL 345
Language and Mind
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Credits UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0 UG Full 4.0, UG Half 3.0 

Components-Hours LEC LEC-3, DIS 

Graded Component LEC DIS 

 

29.
Mod

Winter 
2011    

PHIL 427
Science and Gender
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 2.0, Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 2.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Cross-Listing  WOMENSTD 484 

 

30.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

PSYCH 260
Introduction to Organizational Psychology
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Enforced Prereq's 
(long) 

[PSYCH 111 or 112 or 114 or 115 or 116] and 
STATS 250(350). 

[PSYCH 111 or 112 or 114 or 115 or 116] 

 

31.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

PSYCH 280
Introduction to Social Psychology
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Enforced Prereq's 
(long) 

[PSYCH 111 or 112 or 114 or 115 or 116] and 
STATS 250(350) 

[PSYCH 111 or 112 or 114 or 115 or 116] 

 

32.
Mod

Winter 
2011    

RCLANG 206
Spanish Language Internship Program II
(UG Full 2.0-3.0, UG Half 2.0-3.0) (Expr) (A-E) (Teresa Sanchez-Snell) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course RCLANG 206 RCLANG 306 

 

33.
Mod
Fall 

2010

   

RUSSIAN 561
Russian Modernism: Decadence, Symbolism, and the Avant-garde in Russia
(Grad Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Omry Ronen) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Short Course Descr This historical survey of Russian literature from 
1890 to 1921 covers the final achievements of 
realism and the response to modernism in the 
later works of Tolstoy and Chekhov, the art of 
symbolism, the post-symbolic currents in 
poetry and prose, and the major literary events 
of the first post-revolutionary decade both in 
the USSR and in exile. 

A detailed introduction to the art and thought 
of Russian modernism (1890-1921). This 
course covers the colorful phenomenon of 
decadence and its literary and ideological 
manifestations, from symbolism and "the new 
religious consciousness," to the avant-garde 
and an overcoming of the decadent mood in 
post-symbolist poetics. 
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34.
Mod

Summer 
2011

   

SWC 100
Transition to College Writing
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (CR/NC) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course SWC 100 WRITING 100 

Short Course Descr This course emphasizes an intensive one-on-
one approach to teaching writing, including 
biweekly student-teacher conferences. It 
addresses key features of college writing 
including: analysis in addition to summary; 
revision for focus and clarity; development and 
generation of ideas; and style built on a solid 
grasp of conventions of grammar and 
punctuation. Students gain confidence for 
writing assignments typical of college classes. 
Activities include discussion and analysis of 
readings, explanation and modeling of writing 
strategies and techniques, and peer review 
workshops. 

This course emphasizes an intensive one-on-
one approach to teaching writing, including 
frequent student-teacher conferences. It 
addresses key features of college writing 
including: analysis in addition to summary; 
revision for focus and clarity; development and 
generation of ideas; and style built on a solid 
grasp of conventions of grammar and 
punctuation. Students gain confidence for 
writing assignments typical of college classes. 
Activities include discussion and analysis of 
readings, explanation and modeling of writing 
strategies and techniques, along with peer 
review workshops. 

 

35.
Mod

Summer 
2011

   

SWC 200
New Media Writing
(UG Full 1.0-4.0, UG Half 1.0-4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course SWC 200 WRITING 200 

Short Course Descr In this variable-credit course students learn 
how to integrate new technologies into their 
writing. Depending on the specific topic, it 
incorporates a variety of media, including 
Power Point, websites, electronic portfolios, 
visual texts, blogs, podcasts, audio, and video. 
The emphasis of SWC 200, however, is not on 
the technologies themselves. Rather the course 
focuses on how writers can use rhetorical 
strategies to write effectively with new media. 

In this course students learn how to integrate 
new technologies into their writing. Depending 
on the specific topic, it incorporates a variety of 
media, including Power Point, websites, 
electronic portfolios, visual texts, blogs, 
podcasts, audio, and video. The emphasis of 
SWC 200, however, is not on the technologies 
themselves. Rather the course focuses on how 
writers can use rhetorical strategies to write 
effectively with new media. 

 

36.
Mod

Summer 
2011    

SWC 300
Seminar in Peer Tutoring
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course SWC 300 WRITING 300 

 

37.
Mod

Summer 
2011    

SWC 301
Directed Peer Tutoring
(UG Full 1.0-3.0, UG Half 1.0-3.0) (Expr) (CR/NC) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course SWC 301 WRITING 301 

 

38.
Mod

Summer 
2011    

SWC 390
Directed Writing
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Inds) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course SWC 390 WRITING 390 

 

39.
Mod

Summer 

SWC 400
Advanced Rhetoric and Research
(UG Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 

18



2011

   

 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course SWC 400 WRITING 400 

 

40.
Mod

Summer 
2011    

SWC 410
Quantitative Analysis and Writing in the Disciplines
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course SWC 410 WRITING 410 

 

41.
Mod

Summer 
2011    

SWC 430
The Teaching of Writing
(UG Full 3.0, Grad Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course SWC 430 WRITING 430 

 

42.
Del

Winter 
2011

   

GERMAN 356
Introducing German to Elementary and Middle School Students
(UG Full 3.0) (Expr) (A-E) 
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(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Short Course Descr None The Civilization of Medieval Islam. 

Advisory Prereq's Taught in English. None 
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(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Advisory Prereq's AAPTIS/ARMENIAN 172 or 173, or 
equivalent 

AAPTIS/ARMENIAN 172 or 173 
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20



MODIFICATION FROM TO

Advisory Prereq's AAPTIS/ARMENIAN 271 or equivalent AAPTIS/ARMENIAN 271 
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 ������!	����'������������	��� 
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MODIFICATION FROM TO

Advisory Prereq's ARMENIAN/AAPTIS 182. AAPTIS/ARMENIAN 182 or 183 
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(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Advisory Prereq's AAPTIS 351 or EQ AAPTIS 351 
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�!�.!��������!��!����9	
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(UG Full 4.0, Grad Full 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Advisory Prereq's AAPTIS 202 or 205 or equivalent. AAPTIS 202 or 205 
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(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0, Grad Full 4.0, Grad Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Advisory Prereq's AAPTIS 403 or equivalent. AAPTIS 403 
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(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0, Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Advisory Prereq's AAPTIS 202 or 205 and AAPTIS 432. AAPTIS 202 or 205; and AAPTIS 432 
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�	���������

   

��5� ��/0�
 ���!�
��"�����������8	�$(� 
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0, Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Short Course Descr None This course is a continuation of AAPTIS 151. 
Students learn basic modern Turkish 
conversation for common and unexpected 
survival situations. Writing assignments are 
based on conversation and reading; basic 
grammar is required for all skills. This 
course aims to bring students to the mid-
intermediate level in listening, speaking, 
reading, and writing and prepare them to 
conduct research. Some course materials 
are provided through our Turkish Studies 
website at www.umich.edu/~turkish. 

Advisory Prereq's TURKISH 152 or equivalent. AAPTIS 152 
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(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0, Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Advisory Prereq's AAPTIS 404 or equivalent. Taught in 
English. 

AAPTIS 404 
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(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Credit Exclusions No credit granted to those who have 
completed or are enrolled in ASTRO 112, 
120, 130, or 160 

No credit granted to those who have 
completed or are enrolled in ASTRO 120 or 
160 
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(UG Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Enforced Prereq's 
(long) 

BIOPHYS 370 or PHYSICS 390. BIOPHYS 370 or CHEM 370 or PHYSICS 370 
or PHYSICS 390. 

���
.!

�	���������

   

�-'.�,�,
 ���!�
��"�&		��3��	
��$��	���"#��$������%�.������	���	%�
(UG Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Short Course Descr The proposed class will serve as an 
alternative to the CHEM 302 requirement 
for Chemistry and Biochemistry majors. 
Fundamental principles of inorganic 
chemistry will be taught in the context of 
the role of metals in biological systems, 
with special emphasis on how this 
knowledge relates to commonly known 
phenomena. 

An alternative to the CHEM 302 requirement 
for Chemistry and Biochemistry majors, the 
course covers fundamental principles of 
inorganic chemistry in the context of the 
role of metals in biological systems. Special 
emphasis is put on the role of metals in 
biological systems, and the connection 
between fundamental (classroom) 
knowledge of biological processes with 
respect to metals, and their relation to 
commonly known phenomena--diseases, 
pollution, alternative energies, evolution, 
industrial processes, etc. 

Credit Exclusions Students who have taken or are enrolled in 
CHEM 302 will not earn credit for CHEM 
303. 

No credit granted to those who have 
completed or are enrolled in CHEM 302. 

���
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�	���������

   

�-'.�/�2
 ������!	����5$"�	
�����3��	
��$��	���"
(UG Full 3.0, Grad Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Short Course Descr The mechanistic underpinnings of key 
reactions in organic synthesis will be 
discussed in the context of the primary 
literature. 

The mechanistic underpinnings of key 
reactions in organic synthesis are discussed 
in the context of the primary literature. 

�,�
.!

�����;��������

''����4�
���������
��������!���3�	�$��
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
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MODIFICATION FROM TO

Meets Distr Req NS 

�/�
.!

�	���������

   

)'��� ��1�
.�����(��	%�(���!�'��	������
(UG Full 1.0, UG Half 1.0) (Regular) (A-E) 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course GEOSCI 170 GEOSCI 101 

Short Course Descr A world that is increasingly pervaded and 
influenced by science demands a basic 
knowledge of the natural world and an 
understanding of the human role in shaping 
our environment. This minicourse explores 
critical aspects of science in a changing 
world, including matter, life, energy and 
climate effects of today's economies. 

Living in a world that increasingly is reliant 
upon and influenced by science demands a 
basic knowledge of the natural world and an 
understanding of the human role in shaping 
our environment. This minicourse explores 
the scientific aspects of a changing world, 
particularly those involving matter, life, 
resources, energy and climate. 

Advisory Prereq's No credit granted to those who have 
completed or are enrolled in Global Change 
I.

None 

Credit Exclusions None No credit granted to those who have 
completed or are enrolled in GEOSCI 171, 
ENVIRON 110, BIOLOGY 110, AOSS 171, or 
ENSCEN 171. 

�0�
.!

�	���������

   

)'��� �,�/
����	�!�)��$"�	
�
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Advisory Prereq's Introductory physics (1st year university of 
AP level without calculus) 

Introductory algebra-based physics 

���
.!

�	���������

   

)'��� �,//���'7< ��7�,//
�����	��9�����!�;��	��'���3"#����	�����!�����=���
��
(UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Advisory Prereq's At least one previous course in Physical 
Sciences or Engineering and permission of 
instructor 

At least one previous course in physical 
sciences or engineering 

�1�
.!

�	���������

   

)'��� �//�
;	��!�������	��)��3"
(UG Half 8.0, Grad Half 8.0) (Regular) (A-E) 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Advisory Prereq's Successful completion of courses in two or 
more of the following topics: mineralogy, 
sedimentary geology, igneous and 
metamorphic petrology, and structural 
geology. 

GEOSCI 305, 310, and 351 or equivalents 
strongly recommended 

�4�
.!

�	���������

   

)'��� �/42
)��3	
����
	��
���-���
(UG Full 1.0-6.0, UG Half 1.0-6.0) (Hnrs, Inds) (A-E) 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Short Course Descr None Geological Sciences Honors research or 
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thesis writing. 

Advisory Prereq's Permission of instructor. None 

�2�
.!

�	���������

   

)'��� �/2�
)��3	
����
	��
���-���
(UG Full 1.0-6.0, UG Half 1.0-6.0) (Hnrs, Inds) (A-E) 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Short Course Descr None Geological Sciences Honors research or 
thesis writing. 

Advisory Prereq's Permission of instructor. None 
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�	���������

   

)'��� �/24
������
$������
	�����8
(UG Full 1.0-6.0, UG Half 1.0-6.0, Grad Full 1.0-6.0, Grad Half 1.0-6.0) (Inds) (A-E) 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Short Course Descr None Geological Sciences independent study, 
research, or special work. 

Advisory Prereq's Permission of instructor. None 
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�	���������

   

)'��� �/22
������
$������
	�����8
(UG Full 1.0-6.0, UG Half 1.0-6.0, Grad Full 1.0-6.0, Grad Half 1.0-6.0) (Inds) (A-E) 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Short Course Descr None Geological Sciences independent study, 
research, or special work. 

Advisory Prereq's Permission of instructor. None 

,��
.!

�	���������
   

- ������/24
-�������=�	��
(UG Full 3.0) (Hnrs) (A-E) (varying ) 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Permission To Enroll None Instructor 

,,�
.!

�	���������

   

- ������/22
-�����$��	�
(UG Full 3.0) (Hnrs) (A-E) 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Advisory Prereq's HISTART 498 None 

Enforced Prereq's 
(long) 

None HISTART 498 

Permission To Enroll Instructor None 

,/�
.!

�	���������

   

5�� �-�/0�
�	��
��!�5�	�$����!	�3
(UG Full 1.0-3.0, UG Half 1.0-3.0, Grad Full 1.0-3.0, Grad Half 1.0-3.0) (Inds) (A-E) (Piotr Westwalewicz) 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Advisory Prereq's POLISH 325 and/or 326 and reading 
knowledge of Polish; and permission of 

POLISH 325 and/or 326 and reading 
knowledge of Polish 

24



instructor. 

,0�
.!

�	���������

   

5�� �-�/2�
���	��-���������
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Hnrs) (A-E) (Piotr Westwalewicz) 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Advisory Prereq's Approval of departmental Honors 
Committee and permission of instructor 

Approval of departmental Honors 
Committee 

,��
.!

�	���������

   

5�� �-�/2�
���	��-���������
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Hnrs) (A-E) (Piotr Westwalewicz) 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Advisory Prereq's Approval of departmental Honors 
Committee and permission of instructor 

Approval of departmental Honors 
Committee 

,1�
.!

;��������
   

��-+.��,�0
'*���	��
���%���$�	��#���-	���"�%��8���	
	�����!�+�9��	�%
(UG Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Cross-Listing  RELIGION 360 

,4�
.!

�	���������

   

�+�� �7�,��
����	���.!���	��#���
�!��
�(��"�9�	��(���!��$�������>3��!��	������	�
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Omry Ronen) 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Short Course Descr This historical survey of Russian literature 
from 1890 to 1921 covers the final 
achievements of realism and the response 
to modernism in the later works of Tolstoy 
and Chekhov, the art of symbolism, the 
post-symbolic currents in poetry and prose, 
and the major literary events of the first 
post-revolutionary decade both in the USSR 
and in exile. The required reading includes 
English translations of representative poems 
by Solov'ev, Briusov, Bal'mont, 
Merezhkovsky, Hippius, Sologub, Blok, 
Belyi, Viacheslav Ivanov, Annensky, 
Kuzmin, Khodasevich, Gumilev, Akhmatova, 
Mandel'stam, Khlebnikov, and Maiako. 

This course offers a detailed introduction to 
the art and thought of Russian modernism 
(1890-1921). It covers the colorful 
phenomenon of decadence and its literary 
and ideological manifestations, from 
symbolism and "the new religious 
consciousness" to the avant-garde and an 
overcoming of the decadent mood in the 
post-symbolist poetics. 

,2�
.!

�	���������

   

�+�� �7�/2�
���	��-���������
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Hnrs, Inds) (A-E) (Herbert J. Eagle) 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Short Course Descr None As the first in a two-term Honors sequence, 
Honors students work in consultation with 
the Honors advisor and thesis supervisor, 
and conduct research in an area of literary 
or linguistic studies. By the end of the term 
students should have completed a detailed 
bibliography and prospectus for a thesis. 
Regular meetings with the advisor are 
expected. 

Advisory Prereq's Approval of departmental Honors 
Committee and permission of instructor. 

Approval of departmental Honors 
Committee 
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�	���������

   

�������
���������"��
	��� �����#���� ���!�
�	�����
	�3"
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Course Title Contemporary Social Issues: An 
Introduction to Sociology 

Introduction to Sociology: Special Topics 

Transcript Title Social Issues Intro Soc: Topics 

Time Sched Title Social Issues Intro Soc: Topics 

Short Course Descr None An introduction to the discipline of sociology 
via examination of topical social issues. 

Advisory Prereq's Open to first- and second-year students. 
Juniors are strongly encouraged and seniors 
must take SOC 300 or 401. 

None  
       
    

Credit Exclusions Credit is granted for a combined total of 
eight credits elected through SOC 102, 202, 
203, and 401, provided that the course 
topics are different. No credit for seniors. 

No credit for seniors. 
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�	���������

   

�����20
5�	�
	�����	���
	�3"�?-���@
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Hnrs) (A-E) 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Course Title Principles in Sociology (Honors) Honors Introduction to Sociology 

Transcript Title Honors-Principles Honors Intro Soc 

Time Sched Title Honors Principles Honors Intro Soc 

Short Course Descr An accelerated introduction to the study of 
the interrelationships of the functioning of 
social systems and the effect this has on 
individuals and vice-versa. 

An accelerated introduction to the discipline 
of sociology. 

Credits UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0 UG Full 4.0, UG Half 3.0 

Advisory Prereq's Open to first- and second-year students 
admitted to the Honors Program, or other 
first- and second-year students with a 
grade point average of at least 3.2. Juniors 
are strongly encouraged and seniors must 
take SOC 202 or 300. 

Open to first- and second-year students 
admitted to the LSA Honors Program. Other 
first- and second-year students with a 
minimum GPA of 3.2 may enroll with 
permission. 

Credit Exclusions Credit is not granted for both SOC 195 and 
SOC 100, 202, or 300. No credit for 
seniors. 

Credit not granted for both SOC 195 and 
SOC 100. No credit for seniors. 
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����,42
5��
�	
���	���
	�3"
(UG Full 2.0-4.0, UG Half 2.0-4.0) (Expr) (CR/NC) 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Short Course Descr SOC 389 is know as "Project Community" 
and "Trained Volunteer Corps." Students 
combine 4 to 6 hours of weekly service in 
community settings, with weekly student-
led seminars. Seminars are interactive, 
focus on related sociological issues, and 
provide a time for mutual support, planning 
and problem-solving. 

SOC 389 is known as "Project Community". 
Students combine approximately 4 hours of 
weekly service in community settings, with 
weekly student-led seminars. Seminars are 
interactive, focus on related sociological 
issues, and provide a time for mutual 
support, planning and problem-solving. 

/,�
.!

�	���������

�������0�
 ���!�
�	��������	��	
����!����������"�	�
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
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MODIFICATION FROM TO

Credit Exclusions No credit granted to those who have 
completed or are enrolled in ECON 404 or 
405, or IOE 265 or STATS 265, 400, or 412, 
or ENVIRON 438. 

No credit granted to those who have 
completed or are enrolled in ECON 404 or 
405, IOE 265, STATS 400 or 412, or 
ENVIRON 438. 
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�	���������

   

������//2���& ������//2
��	
��	��&	����	��	
�
(UG Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Advisory Prereq's STATS 401 or permission of instructor. STATS 401, 403, or 425 or permission of 
instructor 

/0�
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�	���������

   

������0��
����	�!�����	��	
�� 
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0, Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Advisory Prereq's MATH 417, and STATS 250 (350) or 426. MATH 217, 417, or 513; and STATS 250 
(350) or 426 
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LSA Curriculum Committee 
Course Approval Actions 

7/1/2010   

1.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

CHEM 461
Physical Chemistry I
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0, Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Short Course Descr None This course provides an introduction to quantum 
mechanics and its application to chemistry. It is 
the second of a 3-term sequence in physical 
chemistry and builds on material introduced in 
CHEM 260. The Schrödinger Equation is solved 
in one, two, and three dimensions for important 
chemical problems. Group theory and quantum 
chemistry are used to understand chemical 
bonding and advanced spectroscopy. Should be 
elected concurrently with CHEM 462. 

Advisory Prereq's CHEM 260 or 370 or BIOPHYS 370 or PHYSICS 
370; and PHYSICS 240 or 235; and MATH 215. 
No credit granted to students who have 
completed or are enrolled in CHEM 397 or 469. 

CHEM 260 or 370 or BIOPHYS 370 or PHYSICS 
370; and PHYSICS 240 or 235; and MATH 215. 

 

2.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

CHEM 463
Physical Chemistry II
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0, Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Short Course Descr None This is the third of a three-term sequence in 
physical chemistry and focuses on 
thermodynamics and kinetics. Both classical 
thermodynamics (entropy, phase, and chemical 
equilibrium) and statistical thermodynamics are 
discussed. Fundamental theories underlying 
chemical kinetics are discussed and solid state 
structures are introduced.  

Credit Exclusions None No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in CHEM 453 

 

3.
Mod

Winter 
2011
One 

term
   

ECON 432
Government Regulation of Industry
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0, Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Short Course Descr None Analysis of government policies aimed at 
maintaining desirable economic performance, 
especially antitrust regulation and public 
enterprise. 

Credits UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0 
Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 3.0 

UG Full 3.0-4.0, UG Half 3.0 
Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 3.0 

 

4.
Mod
Fall 

2010

   

HISTART 394
Special Topics
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Transcript Title Spec Topics Special Topics 

Short Course Descr None The areas covered vary from term to term in 
relation to the interests and specialization of the 
instructor. 

Credits UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0 UG Full 3.0-4.0, UG Half 3.0-4.0 
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Components-Hours LEC, SEM LEC, SEM, DIS 

 

5.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

PHYSICS 125
General Physics: Mechanics and Sound
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Credit Exclusions No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in PHYSICS 135, 140 or 160. 

No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in PHYSICS 123, 135, 140, 160. 

 

6.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

PHYSICS 126
General Physics: Electricity and Light
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Credit Exclusions No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in PHYSICS 235, 240 or 260. 

No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in PHYSICS 124, 235, 240 or 
260. 

 

7.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

PHYSICS 140
General Physics I
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Credit Exclusions No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in PHYSICS 125, 135 or 160. 

No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in PHYSICS 125, 135, 139 or 
160. 

 

8.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

PHYSICS 240
General Physics II
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Credit Exclusions No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in PHYSICS 126, 235 or 260. 

No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in PHYSICS 126, 235, 239 or 
260. 

 

9.
Mod
Fall 

2010

   

PSYCH 442
Perception, Science, and Reality
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0, Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Short Course Descr Arrangements may be made for adequately 
prepared students to undertake individual 
research of their own design under the direction 
of a member of the faculty. The work of the 
course must in clued the collection and analysis 
of data and a written report, a copy of which 
must be given to the undergraduate office. 
Students are provided with the proper section 
number by the Psychology undergraduate office 
after petition has been approved. Students are 
responsible for being properly registered for this 
course. 

At its most general level, human perception 
concerns questions of how and why we use 
sensory information to conceive of and 
experience immediate reality. This course 
focuses on basic perceptual phenomena and 
theories. 

 

10.
Mod

Fall 

RUSSIAN 201
Second-Year Russian
(UG Full 5.0, UG Half 5.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Svitlana Rogovyk) 
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2010

   

 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Enforced Prereq's 
(long) 

RUSSIAN 102 or 103/RCLANG 193                       RUSSIAN 102 or RUSSIAN 103/RCLANG 193 or RUSSIAN 123 
       

 

11.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

SOC 300
Sociological Principles and Problems
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Enforced Prereq's 
(long) 

A student can enroll in SOC 300 as long as they 
have not taken SOC 100, 101, 102, 105, 195 or 
202 

None 

Credit Exclusions No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in SOC 100 or 195. 

No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in SOC 100, 102, 105, or 195. 

 

12.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

SOC 304 / AMCULT 304
American Immigration
(UG Full 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Advisory Prereq's None One introductory course in sociology or 
American culture 

 

13.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

SOC 410
The American Jewish Community
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (David Schoem) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Cross-Listing  JUDAIC 410 

Course Title The American Jewish Community Sociology of the American Jewish Community 

Transcript Title Amer Jew Commun The Jewish Community 

Time Sched Title Amer Jewish Commun The Jewish Community 

Short Course Descr None This course reviews sociological literature on the 
American Jewish community, explores current 
issues, and examines the conflicts and struggles 
of American Jews as they strive to maintain 
their identity in a pluralistic society. 

Advisory Prereq's One introductory course in Sociology. One introductory course in sociology 

 

14.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

SOC 423 / AMCULT 421
Social Stratification
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0, Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Transcript Title Soc Stratification Stratification 

Time Sched Title Soc Stratif Stratification 

Short Course Descr None This course introduces students to sociological 
concepts and theories of social stratification. 

Course Level UG/Rack Grad Undergraduate Only 

Credits UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0 
Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 3.0 

UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0 

Advisory Prereq's None One introductory course in sociology 
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15.
New

Winter 
2011

   

PHYSICS 123
AP Physics Mechanics and Sound
(UG Full 5.0, UG Half 5.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This course represents first-semester Advanced Placement credit in Physics Mechanics and Sound. Credit is awarded to 
entering students based on their score on one of the AP Physics exams.

Repeat for Credit? No

Credit Exclusions: No credit granted for those who have completed or are enrolled in PHYSICS 125, 135 or 140.

Assessment: N/A

 

16.
New

Winter 
2011

   

PHYSICS 124
AP Physics Electricity and Light
(UG Full 5.0, UG Half 5.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This course represents first-semester Advanced Placement credit in Physics Electricity and Light. Credit is awarded to 
entering students based on their score on one of the AP Physics exams.

Repeat for Credit? No

Credit Exclusions: No credit granted for those who have completed or are enrolled in PHYSICS 126, 235 or 240.

Assessment: N/A

 

17.
New

Winter 
2011

   

PHYSICS 139
AP General Physics I
(UG Full 5.0, UG Half 5.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This course represents first-semester Advanced Placement credit in General Physics I. Credit is awarded to entering 
students based on their score on one of the AP Physics exams.

Repeat for Credit? No

Credit Exclusions: No credit granted for those who have completed or are enrolled in PHYSICS 125, 135 or 140.

Assessment: N/A

 

18.
New

Winter 
2011

   

PHYSICS 239
AP General Physics II
(UG Full 5.0, UG Half 5.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This course represents first-semester Advanced Placement credit in General Physics II. Credit is awarded to entering 
students based on their score on one of the AP Physics exams.

Repeat for Credit? No

Credit Exclusions: No credit for students electing PHYSICS 126, 235 or 240.

Assessment: N/A
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LSA Curriculum Committee 
Course Approval Actions 

8/1/2010   

1.
Del

Winter 
2011

   

CZECH 143
Intensive First Year Czech
(UG Full 8.0, UG Half 8.0) (Regular) (A-E) 

 

2.
Del

Winter 
2011

   

GEOSCI 484
Geophysics: Physical Fields of the Earth
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0, Grad Full 4.0, Grad Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 

 

3.
Del
Fall 

2010

   

HISTORY 300
Epidemics Throughout History
(UG Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 

 

4.
Del
Fall 

2010

   

HISTORY 394
Reading Course
(UG Full 1.0-4.0, UG Half 1.0-3.0) (Inds) (A-E) 

 

5.
Del
Fall 

2010

   

RELIGION 308 / HISTORY 308
The Christian Tradition in the West from New Testament to Early Reformation
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 

 

6.
Del
Fall 

2010

   

RELIGION 309 / HISTORY 309
The Christian Tradition in the West from Luther and Calvin to the Present
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 

 

7.
Del

Winter 
2011

   

RUSSIAN 111
Special Reading Course
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 

 

8.
Del

Winter 
2011

   

RUSSIAN 352
Introduction to Russian Literature
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 

 

9.
Del

Winter 
2011

   

RUSSIAN 480
Popular Sub-Genres in Modern Russian Literature
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0, Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 

 

10.
Del

Winter 
2011

   

RUSSIAN 495
Russian Culture
(UG Full 1.0, UG Half 1.0, Grad Full 1.0, Grad Half 1.0) (Regular) (A-E) 

 

11.
Del

Winter 
2011

   

RUSSIAN 553
History of Russian Literary Criticism
(Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
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12.
Del

Winter 
2011

   

RUSSIAN 572
History of the Russian Language
(Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 

 

13.
Del

Winter 
2011

   

RUSSIAN 853
Seminar on Lermontov
(Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 

 

14.
Del

Winter 
2011

   

SLAVIC 480
Survey of Slavic Civilization
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0, Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 

 

15.
Del

Winter 
2011

   

SLAVIC 556
Structure Prose Fiction
(Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 

 

16.
Del

Winter 
2011

   

SLAVIC 571
Introduction to Comparative Slavic Linguistics
(Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 

 

17.
Del

Winter 
2011

   

SLAVIC 873
Seminar on the Development of Slavic Literary Languages
(Grad Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 

 

18.
Mod
Fall 

2010    

CHEM 302
Inorganic Chemistry: Principles of Structure, Reactivity, and Function
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Advisory Prereq's CHEM 260 (or CHEM 261 and CHEM 330). CHEM 210/211 or 215/216 

 

19.
Mod
Fall 

2010    

CHEM 303
Introductory Bioinorganic Chemistry: The Role of Metals in Life
(UG Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Advisory Prereq's CHEM 260 (or CHEM 261 and CHEM 330) CHEM 210/211 or 215/216 

 

20.
Mod
Fall 

2010    

ECON 404
Statistics for Economists
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0, Grad Full 4.0, Grad Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Advisory Prereq's None STATS 250 (350) 

 

21.
Mod

Winter 
2011

GEOSCI 421
Principles of Physical Oceanography
(UG Full 3.0, Grad Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Brian Arbic) 
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MODIFICATION FROM TO

Cross-Listing  AOSS 421 / ENVIRON 426 

Course Title Principles of Physical Oceanography Introduction to Physical Oceanography 

Transcript Title Princ Phys Oceanogr Intro Phys Oceanogr 

Time Sched Title Princ Phys Oceanogr Intro Phys Oceanogr 

Short Course Descr This course examines the fundamentals of 
physical oceanography; the physical properties 
of the ocean and water masses; circulation of 
the atmosphere, sea surface and deep waters; 
the behavior of light and sound in the ocean; 
surface and internal waves; tides; and coastal 
oceanography including the circulation of 
estuaries and lagoons. 

This course examines the fundamentals of 
physical oceanography; the physical properties 
of the ocean and water masses; circulation of 
the atmosphere; wind-driven and buoyancy-
driven ocean circulation; tides; surface and 
internal waves; eddies; and mixing. 

Advisory Prereq's GEOSCI 222 and 223; MATH 115 and 116. Introductory science course, MATH 115 and 
116, or permission of instructor 

 

22.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

POLISH 325
Polish Literature in English to 1890
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Benjamin Paloff) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Credit Exclusions None No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in POLISH 525. 

 

23.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

POLISH 326
Polish Literature in English: 1890 to Present
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Benjamin Paloff) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Short Course Descr This is a continuation of Polish 325, although 
there is no prerequisite. The course covers the 
period from 1890 until the present. It surveys 
the development of Polish authors and major 
literary movements. Individual critical analyses 
of texts required. A knowledge of Polish is NOT 
required. All reading in English translation. 

This is a continuation of POLISH 325, although 
there is no prerequisite. The course covers the 
period from 1890 until the present. It surveys 
the development of Polish authors and major 
literary movements. Individual critical analyses 
of texts required. A knowledge of Polish is NOT 
required. All reading in English translation. 

Credit Exclusions None No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in POLISH 526. 

 

24.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

POLISH 525
Polish Literature from the Middle Ages to 1900
(Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Benjamin Paloff) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Credit Exclusions None No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in POLISH 325. 

 

25.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

POLISH 526
Polish Literature: 1890 to Present
(Grad Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Benjamin Paloff) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Credit Exclusions None No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in POLISH 326. 

 

26.
Mod

RUSSIAN 358
Central Asia through Russian Eyes: Cultural Appropriation of an Exotic Land
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Winter 
2011

   

(UG Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Olga Maiorova) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Credit Exclusions None No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in RUSSIAN 558. 

 

27.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

RUSSIAN 360
Emigre Literature
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Omry Ronen) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Credit Exclusions None No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in RUSSIAN 560. 

 

28.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

RUSSIAN 382
Masterpieces of Russian Literature
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Omry Ronen) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Credit Exclusions None No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in RUSSIAN 582. 

 

29.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

RUSSIAN 558
Central Asia through Russian Eyes: Cultural Appropriation of an Exotic Land
(Grad Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Olga Maiorova) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Credit Exclusions None No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in RUSSIAN 358. 

 

30.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

RUSSIAN 560
Emigre Literature
(Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Omry Ronen) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Credit Exclusions None No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in RUSSIAN 360. 

 

31.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

RUSSIAN 582
Masterpieces of Russian Literature
(Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Omry Ronen) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Credit Exclusions None No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in RUSSIAN 382. 

 

32.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

SLAVIC 573
Old Church Slavic
(Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 2.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Natalia Kondrashova) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Short Course Descr None This course presents a broad picture of Slavic 
linguistic history with numerous cultural and 
literary implications. Linguistic methods and 
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concepts are introduced as we go along, but it 
emphasizes “hands on” analyses of the texts. 
The second part of the course, history of 
Russian language, focuses primarily on the 
literary Russian. Students work on individual 
projects (with topics discussed with the 
instructor), to be presented as a term paper at 
the end of the term. 

Credits Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 2.0 Grad Full 3.0 

 

33.
Mod

Winter 
2011    

SOC 315
Economic Sociology
(UG Full 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Credits UG Full 4.0 UG Full 4.0, UG Half 3.0 

 

34.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

SOC 455 / RELIGION 455
Religion and Society
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0, Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Transcript Title Religion & Soc Religion & Society 

Time Sched Title Religion & Soc Religion & Society 

Short Course Descr None This course introduces students to concepts and 
theories that apply to the sociological analysis 
of religion. 

Course Level UG/Rack Grad Undergraduate Only 

Credits UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0 
Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 3.0 

UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0 

Components-Hours SE M LEC 

Graded Component SEM LEC 

 

35.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

SOC 465 / PSYCH 488
Sociological Analysis of Deviance
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0, Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Cross-Listing PSYCH 488 PSYCH 488 / WOMENSTD 465 

Course Level UG/Rack Grad Undergraduate Only 

Credits UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0 
Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 3.0 

UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0 

Components-Hours LEC,  DIS LEC 

Advisory Prereq's Introductory Sociology or introductory 
Psychology as a social science. 

One introductory course in sociology 
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LSA Curriculum Subcommittee 
Course Approval Requests 

8/15/2010   

1.
Del
Fall 

2010    

LING 101
The Good and Bad Language Learner
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 
Supporting Statement:
   The subject of the course is outdated. This course will not be offered again. 

 

2.
Del
Fall 

2010    

LING 636
Language Mixing
(Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 
Supporting Statement:
   The subject of the course is outdated. This course will not be offered again.

 

3.
Del
Fall 

2010    

MUSPRACT 400
Independent Museum Study
(UG Full 1.0-4.0, UG Half 1.0-3.0, Grad Full 1.0-3.0, Grad Half 1.0-3.0) (Expr) (A-E) 
 
Supporting Statement:
   The Museum Practice Program no longer exists.

 

4.
Del
Fall 

2010    

MUSPRACT 610
Mus Proc II-Intern
(Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 
Supporting Statement:
   The Museum Practice Program no longer exists.

 

5.
Del
Fall 

2010    

MUSPRACT 612
Historical Insts
(Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 
Supporting Statement:
   The Museum Practice Program no longer exists.

 

6.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

CLARCH 494 / CLCIV 494 / GREEK 494 / LATIN 494
Classical Studies Honors Seminar
(UG Full 3.0) (Hnrs) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Cross-Listing CLCIV 494 / GREEK 494 / LATIN 494 CLCIV 494 / GREEK 494 / LATIN 494 / 
MODGREEK 494 

Short Course Descr This research seminar is designed to help Senior 
Honors students concentrating in Classical 
Archaeology, Classical Civilizations, and 
Classical Languages prepare for writing their 
Senior Honors Thesis. Topics include: critical 
inquiry; original research; interpretation of 
texts; and presentation and organization of 
argument and ideas. 

This research seminar is designed to help Senior 
Honors students concentrating in Classical 
Archaeology, Classical Civilizations, Classical 
Languages, and Modern Greek prepare for 
writing their Senior Honors Theses. Topics 
include: critical inquiry; original research; 
interpretation of texts; and presentation and 
organization of argument and ideas. 

 
Supporting Statement:
   The course is open to students writing a senior Honors thesis in any of the Classics disciplines: Classical Archaeology, 
Classical Civilization, Classical Languages (i.e., Greek, Latin), and Modern Greek. The course modification adds a Modern 
Greek cross-list.

 

7. HISTART 474
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Mod
Winter 

2011

   

Topics in Modern and Contemporary Architecture
(UG Full 3.0, Grad Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Elect More Than Once 
in Same Term? 

No Yes 

 
Supporting Statement:
   The department would like students to have the option of enrolling in more than one section of this course during the same 
term because more than one faculty member could be teaching under this course number during the same term with 
different subtitles and course content.

 

8.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

HISTORY 272
The Civil Rights Movement, 1954-1974
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Matthew Countryman) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Course Title The Civil Rights Movement, 1954-1974 The Modern Civil Rights Movement 

Transcript Title Civ Right 1954-74 Mod Civil Rights Mov 

Time Sched Title CIVL Rights 1954-74 Mod Civl Rights Mov 

Short Course Descr None This course traces the history of the Civil Rights 
Movement in the United States from its origins 
in the early 20th century through the 1960’s 
and beyond. It focuses on the organizations that 
emerged to press for racial equality and the 
strategies they pursued to achieve their goals, 
from litigation and legislation to mass protest, 
economic self-help and racial separatism. 
Finally, the course examines debates over the 
role of race in public policy in the post-civil 
rights-era. 

 
Supporting Statement:
   Updating the title and adding description.

 

9.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

HISTORY 313
The Revolutionary Century: France, 1789-1900
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Joshua Cole) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Cross-Listing  FRENCH 344 

Short Course Descr The revolution of 1789 in France announced the 
beginning of a new age, in which established 
social and political traditions were to be swept 
away before the bracing winds of cultural 
novelty and political experimentation. Using a 
variety of sources -- biography, historical 
documents, novels, and recent studies -- this 
class will explore the social and political history 
of France's revolutionary century, paying special 
attention to its resonance beyond France's 
European borders. 

The French revolution of 1789 announced the 
beginning of a new age in which established 
social and political traditions were to be swept 
away before the bracing winds of cultural 
novelty and political experimentation. Using a 
variety of sources--biography, historical 
documents, novels, and recent studies--this 
class explores the social and political history of 
France's revolutionary century, paying special 
attention to its resonance beyond its borders. 

 
Supporting Statement:
   Adding the French cross-listing offers an opportunity for RLL students to take this course to count towards their major. GSI 
allocation has already been established.

 

10.
Mod

Winter 
2011

HISTORY 314
Empire, War, and Modernity: France and the World in the 20th Century
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Joshua Cole) 
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MODIFICATION FROM TO

Cross-Listing  FRENCH 345 

Short Course Descr In the fall of 2005, people all over the world 
were shocked to see images broadcast on 
television of young men and boys in France 
burning cars and schools in their own 
neighborhoods, and battling with heavily 
armored police on the outskirts of many French 
cities. With the help of autobiographies, novels, 
and works of history written by French people 
who lived in metropolitan France, as well as 
Senegal, Algeria, and Martinique, we examine 
the painful trajectory of French history across 
this period. 

In the fall of 2005, people all over the world 
were shocked to see images broadcast on 
television of young men in France burning cars 
and schools in their own neighborhoods and 
battling with heavily armored police on the 
outskirts of many French cities. With the help of 
autobiographies, novels, and works of history 
written by French people who lived in 
metropolitan France, as well as Senegal, 
Algeria, and Martinique, we examine the painful 
trajectory of French history across this period. 

 
Supporting Statement:
   Adding the French cross-listing offers an opportunity for RLL students to take this course to count towards their major. GSI 
allocation has already been established.

 

11.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

PHIL 426
Philosophy and Linguistic Theory
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 2.0, Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 2.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Cross-Listing  LING 426 

Short Course Descr None When people say things, they usually mean 
something. This course will concentrate on 
theories of meaning, with special emphasis on 
theories that bear on the role of meaning in 
conversation. 

 
Supporting Statement:
   Philosophy of language and linguistics are closely allied fields. This course explores issues of meaning that lie at the 
intersection of the two fields, drawing on literature in journals of linguistics as well as philosophical literature. Because the 
questions being explored and the methods used in this course are common to both fields, it would make sense to cross-list 
this course with Linguistics.

 

12.
Mod
Fall 

2010

   

POLISH 121
First-Year Polish
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Ewa Pasek) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Short Course Descr An introductory course of fifteen class hours a 
week, with supplementary exercise in the 
Language Laboratory. Designed to provide 
intensive instruction and drill in the speaking, 
reading, and writing of Polish. 

Introductory course presenting basic 
grammatical information and vocabulary. 
Course is geared toward active language use 
through oral drills and conversational practice. 
Conversations and discussions include a cultural 
component to familiarize students with both 
Polish language and culture.  

 
Supporting Statement:
   This class is an introductory Polish language course, but it does not have fifteen class hours a week, with supplementary 
exercise in the Language Laboratory. The workload in misrepresented. 

 

13.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

PSYCH 332
Laboratory Practice in Brain, Behavior, and Cognitive Science
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Advisory Prereq's Admission by application. Completion of STATS 
250 (350) or 425 and PSYCH 230, 240, 335, or 
345. 

Admission by application. Completion of STATS 
250 (350) or 425 and PSYCH 230, 240, 335, or 
345. Requires concurrent enrollment in PSYCH 
331. 
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Supporting Statement:
   PSYCH 332 consists of lab sections associated with The PSYCH 331 lecture. Students are required to take the two 
concurrently.

 

14.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

PSYCH 391
Advanced Laboratory in Personality
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Short Course Descr None Students are introduced to experimental, 
survey, and archival strategies of data collection 
and hypothesis testing, diverse instruments for 
the assessment of personality, and statistical 
approaches to analyzing data that involves 
measures of personality. 

Enforced Prereq's 
(long) 

STATS 350 or 425 or MATH 425; and one of the 
following: PSYCH 111, 112, 114, or 115. 

STATS 350 or STATS 250 or 425 or MATH 425; 
and one of the following: PSYCH 111, 112, 114, 
or 115. 

 
Supporting Statement:
   STATS 350 number changed.

 

15.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

PSYCH 424
Senior Honors Research I for Psychology as a Natural Science
(UG Full 2.0-4.0, UG Half 2.0-4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Components-Hours LAB , SEM SEM, IND 

Graded Component SEM IND 

Credit Type Regular Inds 

 
Supporting Statement:
   We want to change to class component and credit type from seminar to independent study to prevent this course from 
being counted with Psych's regular course offerings. This change was initiated by the LSA Dean's Office.

 

16.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

PSYCH 425
Senior Honors Research I for Psychology as a Social Science
(UG Full 2.0-4.0, UG Half 2.0-4.0) (Hnrs) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Components-Hours LAB , SEM SEM, IND 

Graded Component LAB IND 

Credit Type Hnrs Hnrs, Inds 

Advisory Prereq's Acceptance into the Psychology Honors 
Program, STATS 350 or 425, and prior research 
experience 

Acceptance into the Psychology Honors 
Program, STATS 250 (350) or 425, and prior 
research experience 

 
Supporting Statement:
   We want to change to class component and credit type from seminar to independent study to prevent this course from 
being counted with Psych's regular course offerings. This change was initiated by the LSA Dean's Office.

 

17.
Mod

Winter 
2011

PSYCH 426
Senior Honors Research II for Psychology as a Natural Science
(UG Full 2.0-4.0, UG Half 2.0-4.0) (Hnrs) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO
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Components-Hours LAB , SEM SEM, IND 

Graded Component SEM IND 

Credit Type Hnrs Hnrs, Inds 

 
Supporting Statement:
   We want to change to class component and credit type from seminar to independent study to prevent this course from 
being counted with Psych's regular course offerings. This change was initiated by the LSA Dean's Office.

 

18.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

PSYCH 427
Senior Honors Research II for Psychology as a Social Science
(UG Full 2.0-4.0, UG Half 2.0-4.0) (Hnrs) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Components-Hours LAB , SEM SEM, IND 

Graded Component SEM IND 

Credit Type Hnrs Hnrs, Inds 

 
Supporting Statement:
   We want to change to class component and credit type from seminar to independent study to prevent this course from 
being counted with Psych's regular course offerings. This change was initiated by the LSA Dean's Office.

 

19.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

SOC 310
Sociological Research Methods
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Enforced Prereq's 
(long) 

One introductory course in sociology (SOC 100, 
101, 102, 105, 195, 202, 300, or 401). Must be 
declared sociology concentrator. 

One introductory course in sociology (SOC 100, 
102, 105, 195, 202, 300). Must be declared 
sociology concentrator. 

Credit Exclusions None No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in SOC 312. 

 
Supporting Statement:
   Updating credit exclusion and enforced prerequisites. Both SOC 310 and 312 are introductions to sociological research 
methods and essentially the same course, although material is delivered differently. For the enforced prereq: SOC 101 has 
been deleted; 401 is expected to be deleted soon and hasn't been offered in some time.

 

20.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

SOC 312
The Evaluation of Evidence in Sociology
(UG Full 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Advisory Prereq's Students enrolling in SOC 312 are very strongly 
encouraged to have already completed an 
introductory statistics course (e.g. SOC 210 or 
STATS 350) before enrolling in this course. 

Prior completion of an introductory statistics 
course such as SOC 210 or STATS 250 [STATS 
350] 

Enforced Prereq's 
(long) 

None One introductory course in sociology (SOC 100, 
102, 105, 195, 202, 300). Must be declared 
concentrator. 

Credit Exclusions None No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in SOC 310. 

 
Supporting Statement:
   Updating the credit exclusion, advisory prerequisite (due to renumbering of STATS 350 to 250), and enforced prerequisite. 
Both SOC 310 and 312 are introductions to sociological research methods. The LSA CC previously requested credit exclusions 
for these courses. They are essentially the same course, although the material is delivered differently. The enforced prereq 
was added to match that of SOC 310 (which will soon be the enforced prereq for required SOC 305).
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21.
New
Fall 

2010
One 

term

   

CAAS 315
Advanced Swahili I
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Nymabura Mpesha) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This course enables students to gain a deeper understanding of the Swahili language through reading, analyzing and 
interpreting complex thoughts, issues and ideas in literature written in Swahili by African writers. In addition, students 
perform other linguistically advanced tasks, such as expressing their feelings, seeking the opinion of others, giving advice 
and describing their health. As with beginning and intermediate Swahili, culture is introduced and incorporated through 
lectures, field exercises and interactions.
Extended Course Description:
   While Intermediate Swahili focuses on daily life through an emphasis on conversational and communicative approaches, 
this course addresses advanced issues related to culture, literature, politics, society, sociological studies, and gender. 
Samplings of East African films are viewed occasionally to help students improve comprehension and analytical skills. The 
overall intended learning objective is to enable students to critically analyze Swahili texts and discourse, and express ideas in 
Swahili at this level. The instructor uses situational dialogues, folk tales and songs and written literature to teach the 
students about societal issues and values. 

Meets Gen Req: Lang Req

Repeat for Credit? No

Advisory Prereq's: CAAS 216

Crs Requirements: Regular attendance is essential. Participation in class includes asking and answering questions in 
Swahili, initiating discussion, role playing, and other situational activities. The final grade is based 
on participation, journal entries, homework assignments, unit exams, a mid-term written and oral 
test, and a final written and oral examination.

Intended Audience: Undergraduate concentrators and minors in CAAS, especially those engaged in the academic study 
of African/East African cultures as well as students engaged in similar study in a variety of other 
programs and departments such as Anthropology, History, Sociology, Political Science, and the RC.

Class Format: This recitation course meets four days each week for 1 hour.

Assessment: CAAS typically relies directly on faculty instructors, and when necessary oversight by the Associate 
Director, for the assessment of student learning. With language courses, assessments tend to be 
straightforward and amply reflected in the week-to-week acquisition of language skills, measured 
by quizzes and examinations. Students who complete the Advanced Swahili I also should be able to 
achieve Advanced as measured by the American Council of Teachers of Foreign Languages (ACTFL).
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   This course will enables graduates to obtain instruction in African languages not currently offered by CAAS or any other 
division of the University of Michigan. It allows students to take advantage of the course sharing potential established via the 
CIC and involving universities such as Indiana.
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crs ID subject cat# title
21427 AAPTIS 243 Int 2nd Yr Persian
18958 AAPTIS 292 Sem in A A P T I S
15355 AAPTIS 296 Gt Bk Mide
11133 AAPTIS 466 Issues in Islamic
08456 AAPTIS 470 Islam W-1500
09757 AAPTIS 477 Ec MDVL Ne
10413 AAPTIS 494 Lit Analysis Theory
13475 AAPTIS 554 Adv Turk Compositn
08014 AAPTIS 630 Sem Arabic Linguist
08491 AAPTIS 644 Iran Civil
15234 AAPTIS 761 Islamic Hst
15357 AAPTIS 844 Sem Medievl Persian
18966 AAPTIS 861 Sem Med Islam Lit
17577 ACABS 181 Int Hst Anc Ne
04644 ACABS 720 Anc Isr Sem:Meth&Th
20411 ANTHRBIO 463 Res Strat Hum Bio
10323 ANTHRBIO 470 Ug Sem Bio Anthro
15624 ANTHRBIO 760 Current Devel Theor
12245 ANTHRCUL 336 War in Tribal Soc
18161 ANTHRCUL 677 Tut Uncomm Tht Lang
08024 ASIAN 799 Mastr Essay Jpn Std
20776 ASTRO 135 Expl Solar Sys
20194 BIOLOGY 124 Cells,Cancer,&Soc
14525 BIOLOGY 206 Micro Lab
14549 BIOLOGY 408 Gen Micro
15884 BIOLOGY 425 Syst Neurobio
09159 BIOLOGY 533 Verte Regen
14607 BIOLOGY 536 Cellular Dev
15635 BIOLOGY 622 Cell&Mole Neur
15761 BIOLOGY 625 Syst Neurobiol
09167 BIOLOGY 721 Neuro&Neuroph
22040 BUDDHST 522 Adv Mod Tibetan II
11907 CAAS 329 Afr Am Leadership
40005 CAAS 412 Blk Pol USA Fr 1930
04601 CAAS 415 Afr Kingdom
04605 CAAS 425 Pol Black America
12238 CAAS 430 Blk World Cultrs&Ed
18299 CAAS 435 20th Afr Art
18300 CAAS 439 Creole Lang
04610 CAAS 456 Blk Pol Thot
16190 CAAS 475 Erly Afr Lit
07890 CAAS 481 Intro African Educ
18302 CAAS 502 Soc Anl Racis
13266 CAAS 532 Race Rel Civ
18303 CAAS 562 African A&A
17283 CAAS 575 Meth Afr Art
09956 CAAS 679 Intntl Rel Afr
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17303 CHEM 479 Tech Commun Chem
15004 CHEM 530 Intro Bioorganic
15888 CHEM 546 Cont Top Anal Chem
08067 CHEM 547 Electronic Instr
04881 CHEM 569 X-Ray Crystallogphy
20435 CHEM 611 Ch&Biol C B I Core
04883 CHEM 617 Adv Inorganic Lab
09747 CHEM 622 Adv Organic Lab
04889 CHEM 680 Physico Chem Tech
12876 CHEM 710 Spec Top-Inorg Chem
04890 CHEM 711 Spec Top-Inorg Chem
04891 CHEM 712 Spec Top-Inorg Chem
09973 CHEM 713 Spec Top-Inorg Chem
10731 CHEM 714 Spec Top-Inorg Chem
10341 CHEM 715 Spec Top-Inorg Chem
11921 CHEM 716 Spec Top-Inorg Chem
21080 CHEM 720 Chem Sci Inter Edu
38412 CHEM 721 GAANN Sem
16199 CHEM 730 Spec Topic Org Chem
08075 CHEM 731 Spec Topic Org Chem
15640 CHEM 744 Spec Topic Org Chem
07733 CHEM 751 Topic Macr Sci
40021 CHEM 769 X-Ray Diffract Meth
14778 CHEM 770 Sp Topc-Theoretical
04895 CHEM 771 Sp Topc-Stat Mech
14779 CHEM 772 Sp Topc-Magn Reson
15641 CHEM 773 Spc Topc X-Ray&Elec
14780 CHEM 774 Sp Topc-Solid State
14781 CHEM 775 Sp Topc-Molec Spect
15005 CHEM 776 Adv Topc Thermo Dyn
15642 CHEM 777 Macromol Phys Chem
04931 CLARCH 825 The Roman Games
18184 CLARCH 826 Roman Farming
08105 CLARCH 827 Paestum&Foce Del
15134 CLARCH 845 Rom Port Cities
15135 CLARCH 846 Svy-His&Exc Apol
15136 CLARCH 847 Probs-Hellen Art
13295 CLARCH 848 Sardis
15137 CLARCH 851 Problems-Delphi
09979 CLCIV 660 Grk Pol Thot
04939 CLLING 503 Hist Latin I
08114 CLLING 504 Lat Lang-600 Ad
14264 GREEK 791 Anc Alleg Intpr
18199 GTBOOKS 157 Grt Books Phil
18299 HISTART 425 20th Afr Art
01738 HISTART 520 Fund Mus Pract
15890 HISTART 540 Archeo Byz Egy
18303 HISTART 560 African A&A
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17283 HISTART 610 Meth Afr Art
05577 HISTART 696 Arts-India&S E Asia
12264 HISTART 824 Arch Roman N Afr
04931 HISTART 825 The Roman Games
08105 HISTART 827 Paestum&Foce Del
18550 HISTART 829 Magna Graecia
15133 HISTART 830 Arch Brit&Gaul
15134 HISTART 845 Rom Port Cities
15135 HISTART 846 Svy-His&Exc Apol
13295 HISTART 848 Sardis
15137 HISTART 851 Problems-Delphi
15138 HISTART 852 Red-Fig Paint
20216 HISTORY 308 Erly Chrst Trad
20217 HISTORY 309 Christn Trad II
16049 HISTORY 315 Europe in 17c
05436 HISTORY 316 Hist of 18c Europe
05437 HISTORY 317 19th C Europe
18992 HJCS 292 Sem in H J C S
05834 HJCS 379 Jewish Civiliz
08426 HJCS 402 Hebrew Media II
21306 HJCS 489 Cycl Jewish Yr
12891 HJCS 493 Hebrew Structure
05414 HJCS 545 Medieval Jewish Lit
20214 HJCS 593 Mini Cs-Topics Hjcs
08601 JAPANESE 493 Teaching 2nd Lang
01766 JAPANESE 601 Masters Essay
05834 JUDAIC 379 Jewish Civiliz
21306 JUDAIC 489 Cycl Jewish Yr
14264 LATIN 791 Anc Alleg Intpr
11983 LATIN 808 Rom Soc Empire
15978 LHSP 114 Lit&Arts in Soc I
15984 LHSP 121 Politicl&Soc Prob
15985 LHSP 189 Grp Conflict
18450 PHIL 158 Phil&Narrative
19052 PHIL 182 Intro Phil Issues
20041 PHIL 183 Critical Thinking
01829 PHIL 231 Probs-Principles
15360 PHIL 334 Post-Bibl Jewish
08769 PHIL 363 Comm-Fasc&Dem0
16896 PHIL 369 Phil of Law
05859 PHIL 412 Phil in Literature
15973 PHIL 432 Theory of Value
08785 PHIL 487 Wittgenstein
14845 PHIL 501 Plato
15365 PHIL 502 Aristotle
15366 PHIL 503 Topic-Medieval Phil
15367 PHIL 508 Continental Ration
05880 PHIL 512 British Empiricism
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12925 PHIL 514 Kant
10078 PHIL 515 Hegel
14036 PHIL 520 Wittgenstein
16692 PHIL 522 Logic Positivism
15368 PHIL 523 Phenomenology
08787 PHIL 524 Sartre
15720 PHIL 535 Top Metaphysics
15371 PHIL 556 Top Modal Logic
15372 PHIL 557 Top Induct Logic
15375 PHIL 567 Top in Phil of Hist
15381 PHIL 666 Chinese Marxism
08829 POLSCI 405 Pol Phil of Enlight
04610 POLSCI 408 Blk Pol Thot
05600 POLSCI 586 Org Design
12323 POLSCI 610 Econ Ratnality Pol
12932 POLSCI 612 Crt&Lgl Proc
08852 POLSCI 615 Amer Chief Executiv
17631 POLSCI 616 Comparatv Legl Sys
17632 POLSCI 618 Prosem Jurisprudenc
05602 POLSCI 637 Field Training
08857 POLSCI 639 Amer Natl Admin
06007 POLSCI 646 Comparative Com
18218 POLSCI 657 South Asia
08865 POLSCI 675 Sov&Russ for Policy
09956 POLSCI 679 Intntl Rel Afr
06022 POLSCI 690 Pol Socialization
17633 POLSCI 704 American Pol Thot
17634 POLSCI 712 Jurispru&Legl Proc
14287 POLSCI 713 Sem Public Law
15734 POLSCI 723 Sem Urban Analysis
05604 POLSCI 724 Urban Politics
14288 POLSCI 731 Public Admin
12900 POLSCI 737 Law for Admin
12310 POLSCI 738 Ethics&Publ Pol
10426 POLSCI 755 Govt & Pol-Japan
08868 POLSCI 756 Govt & Pol-China
19326 POLSCI 761 Glob Env Chng&State
08869 POLSCI 770 Compar Forgn Policy
01858 POLSCI 788 Tech-Causal Infer
01859 POLSCI 789 Tech-Dimension Anal
09767 PSYCH 110 Learning to Learn
01887 PSYCH 514 Sur Res Data
08907 PSYCH 671 Clinical Psychopath
06106 PSYCH 726 Multivari Anal
08930 PSYCH 774 Thry&Prac Interview
08932 PSYCH 778 Prin&Proc Beh
08933 PSYCH 781 Socialization
06140 PSYCH 833 Mech-Vision
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06144 PSYCH 870 Psychopathol Child
08953 PSYCH 908 Special Seminar
19735 RCHUMS 317 Writings of Latinas
19736 RCHUMS 319 Topics in Film
38595 RCHUMS 355 Film Criticism
08769 RCHUMS 363 Comm-Fasc&Dem0
09566 RCHUMS 470 Phil&Public Affairs
14665 RCSSCI 202 20c Global View
21202 RCSSCI 471 Culture as Environ
22211 RCSSCI 488 Tech,Colonial&Dev
06161 RELIGION 203 Christian Tradition
14039 RELIGION 345 Heln,Judaism &E Chr
10430 RELIGION 361 Study Hebrew Bible
19054 RELIGION 370 Hist Christianity
06165 RELIGION 371 Mod Religious Thot
06166 RELIGION 401 Sem in Religion
07900 RELIGION 403 American Phil
12012 RELIGION 425 Mystics of India
11924 RELIGION 468 Gk Religion
06168 RELIGION 497 Sr Honors Thesis
14293 ROMLING 454 French Syntax
04939 ROMLING 503 Hist Latin I
08114 ROMLING 504 Lat Lang-600 Ad
06173 ROMLING 603 Comparative
06174 ROMLING 605 Minor Rom Lang
06035 ROMLING 613 Med Port Lang
08969 ROMLING 621 Rom Dialectology
15996 ROMLING 629 Romance Syntax
21564 ROMLING 630 Romance Phonetics
06177 ROMLING 803 Research Problems
06199 RUSSIAN 572 History-Language
14041 RUSSIAN 853 Lermontov
15985 SOC 204 Grp Conflict
14993 SOC 404 Hisp Americans
06249 SOC 467 Juv Delinquency
18302 SOC 502 Soc Anl Racis
01887 SOC 562 Sur Res Data
19679 SOC 641 Intl Iss Rac
12932 SOC 655 Crt&Lgl Proc
18806 SOC 660 Sociology of Class
15627 SOC 666 Prac&Soc Chg
14287 SOC 713 Sem Public Law
06106 SOC 726 Multivari Anal
08933 SOC 781 Socialization
13426 SSEA 493 Undergrad Reading
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MEMORANDUM 

 
 

TO: Members of the LSA Executive Committee 

FROM: Pam Rinker 

DATE: October 7, 2010 

SUBJECT: Summary of LSA Curriculum Committee Minutes 
for September 21, 2010 
 

1. Minutes were approved. 

2. Phil Deloria, Associate Dean for LSA Undergraduate Education, led a 
discussion about the course approval process and possible topics for discussion. 
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LSA CURRICULUM COMMITTEE 
Minutes of September 21, 2010 

Present: Phil Deloria (Chair), Caroline Canning, Tim Dodd, Phil Gorman, Lori Gould, Laura Hlebasko, Mika 
Lavaque-Manty, Neil Marsh, John Mitani, Jennifer Myers, Sally Oey, Sushama Pavgi, JoAnn Peraino, Pam 
Rinker, Catherine Sanok, Teresa Satterfield, Mandy Seyerle, Donna Wessel Walker, Evans Young, and Rebecca 
Zurier 

The meeting came to order at 3:10 pm. 

MINUTES 

With the deferred approval of HISTORY 331 for HU distribution, the 9/14/10 minutes were approved.  

COURSE APPROVAL PROCESS 

Associate Dean Phil Deloria led a discussion about the course approval process and discussion topics, using his 
attached compilation of the committee’s feedback about both issues. The course approval process begins when 
departments vet faculty proposals and then submit them to the Curriculum Committee for review. Departments 
appear to vary a lot in this regard, with some requiring minimal review at the department level and others taking 
three weeks for departmental committee approval. Given the varying degrees of department involvement, the 
committee talked about how they could oversee the College curriculum efficiently while avoid micro-managing 
the curriculum. What is the balance between trusting departments and putting up unnecessary barriers to 
curricular innovation, between asking for sufficient information and requiring too much detail? What 
information is necessary to make sound decisions? To ensure excellence in LSA’s undergraduate curriculum, 
the committee asked if it were possible at regular intervals to review existing distribution or requirement 
courses, especially those with high enrollment. One suggestion was to couple such a process with an external 
review by requiring departments to submit syllabi for their current courses. Since Political Science is scheduled 
to have an external review this year, Associate Professor Mika Lavaque-Manty volunteered his department as a 
case study. This year’s review of the Upper-Level Writing Requirement (ULWR) will provide another helpful 
opportunity. 

The online Course Approval Request Form (CARF) was created several years ago to provide a Web-based 
process. Faculty on the Curriculum Committee postulated that many or most of their colleagues do not 
understand the meaning or purpose of the requested information. They view it as red tape, an unnecessary hurdle 
of busy work, though almost all of the information on the current CARF is required by the Registrar’s Office in 
order to set up new courses in Pathways and allow departments to add them to the time schedule. For 
clarification, the fields are explained in the attached four documents posted online under Course Approval 
Requests & Forms (http://lsa.umich.edu/facstaff/ug_education/cc/courseapprovals):  
 

Blank CARF for NEW Course Proposals (includes definitions) 
SAMPLE NEW COURSE APPROVAL REQUEST 
Blank CARF for Course Modifications 
SAMPLE COURSE MODIFICATION REQUEST 

 
Ann Rickert, Management Systems Coordinator in the LSA Dean’s Office, has invested a lot of time 
reprogramming the system to work seamlessly from start to finish. The underlying LSA Course Database 
meshes with Pathways data to populate not only the online CARF, but also the LSA Bulletin and Course Guide. 
The Curriculum Committee deadlines also stem directly from the date by which the RO needs a hard copy of all 
approved CARFs in order to assign classrooms and enroll students. In view of the complexities, is there any way 
to speed up the course approval process to benefit the college, departments, faculty, staff and undergraduates?  
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POSSIBLE DISCUSSION TOPICS 

The committee discussed possible topics for discussion this year. Academic advisors are very concerned about 
how to serve four years of the largest undergraduate classes ever being admitted – a bulge that will continue to 
challenge us for years. Several departments that face very high enrollment pressure, such as Psychology and 
Economics, have requested restrictions on certain courses in high demand. For example, only Spanish 
concentrators can enroll in upper-level Spanish courses. Some of these decisions are budget driven and based on 
funding for faculty lines. The committee wants to review these bottlenecks in enrollment. On a related concern, 
a few units have implemented an application process to limit the number of concentrators. Are such 
arrangements still meaningful several years later? They not only shift the enrollment burden to other 
departments, but also can make it difficult for non-concentrators to complete their graduation requirements.  

In view of this enrollment squeeze, will the college reach a point when a significant number of students are 
unable to complete their degree in four years? A significant problem already occurs when students who change 
their majors discover they no longer satisfy their requirements for graduation. This is due in large part to the 
way students are required to fulfill distribution requirements outside of their principal concentrations. Do we 
want to revisit the policy that no course from the department of concentration or a required course in the 
concentration may be part of a distribution plan? A discussion of the differences between concentrations and 
college requirements will be the topic of a meeting in October. Other possible discussion topics were learning 
outside the classroom, exploring a course approval process that is less deadline-based, experimenting with 
reaching decisions by a show of hands, and defining Concurrent Undergraduate-Graduate Studies (CUGS) and 
Sequential Undergraduate-Graduate Programs (SUGS). 

The meeting was adjourned at 5 pm. 

Next Meetings:  Subcommittees: SEPTEMBER 28, 2010 
Course Approvals: OCTOBER 5, 2010, AT 3:10 PM 
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Curriculum Committee:  Points for Discussion 

These points add up to years of discussion, so I’ve separated them into two categories.  First, 
there are a number of mission and process questions.  Finding a bit of clarity on these will help 
us establish and clarify some basic operational principles for the upcoming year.  Second, there 
is a vast array of issues that we might take on this year.  A second discussion, then, will be aimed 
at establishing a limited set of topics that might viewed as our opportunities for proactive, 
strategic, conceptual action this year.  Our goal, at the end of the meeting, will be to have 
selected this set and to have established the parameters of our next discussion (research, reading, 
focus groups, guests, etc.). 

1. Mission and Process Questions:  How we function as a committee 

a. Forests and Trees:  How do we balance our obligation to oversee new proposals 
for courses and concentrations (that is, detail work, of a reactive nature) with the 
equally important obligation to think in broad terms about that somewhat 
amorphous thing we call “the curriculum?” (that is, conceptual work, of a more 
proactive nature).    How do we deal with the tension between micromanagement 
(failure to trust those who submit; overconfidence in our own knowledge) and 
appropriate scrutiny (marked by the abundance of experience and knowledge in 
the room!).  

b. Information and Timing:  Are there ways that units and faculty members can be 
encouraged to provide adequate information with their proposals, so that the 
committee has the information necessary to make its decisions?   To what extent 
are we obligated to accommodate last minute proposals?  Do such proposals place 
unacceptable pressure on the committee to accept them?   Should we be more 
rigorous in enforcing deadlines?   Ironically (given the previous questions), we 
are thought of as being glacial in our pace.  As one member pointed out, it’s not 
easy for a faculty member to imagine why a September course needs to be 
proposed in February.  Are there ways to think differently about our cycles and 
timelines? 

c. Course Approvals:  How well does the “call for consent” work as a mode for 
approving courses?  Would it be better to call for a quick show of hands? 

2. Possible Agendas for the Year 

a. Forms of unevenness across the College 

i. Grading policies and relative degree of “rigor”:  Do some units 
deliberately or inadvertently create a culture in which higher grades are 
the norm relative to other units?  If this question is something we want to 
pursue, what kinds of data would be useful to thinking about an eventual 
policy recommendation? (There are several reports on grading in the MRS 
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system, and we had several CC discussions on grading, but not from the 
angle suggested in the response. Under Bob Owen, the CC put forward a 
proposal to the Faculty to require the transcript for LSA courses to record 
class size and median grade (Faculty Code, B5.13). The Registrar has not 
implemented this yet, since it would need to be campus wide.) 

ii. GSI workload practices and guidelines:  Faculty report a range of GSI 
workload practices, ranging from “cushy” to “exploitative.”  Are there 
ways we can (or should) think of helping to even out these disparities? 

b. Periodic Review 

i. What are some mechanisms through which we might identify old, evolved 
courses that continue (perhaps inappropriately) to count for distribution 

ii. Is it possible, or even desirable, to imagine a systematized review of the 
curriculum, either in categories or as a whole?  Should we perhaps 
consider departmental curriculum a key part of our mandate as it becomes 
visible through periodic department reviews?   Another, more massive, 
approach would be to review all NS syllabi, then HU, etc. A subset of this 
is to complete our review of texts for each requirement. 

c. The Relationship between Distribution and Concentration requirements:  As these 
have developed in tandem, and particularly with new interdisciplinary 
concentrations (and with student interests in double or triple concentrations), the 
interactions between requirements has become complex, uneven, confusing, and 
staff intensive.   Does it continue to be worthwhile to prohibit concentration 
courses from counting toward distribution? 

d. When concentrations become weighty:  What are the criteria for thinking about 
the moment when a concentration requires the administrative oversight and 
leadership of a program structure?   Should a field such as neuroscience, with 
(something like) 300 concentrators become an academic program? 

e. Undergraduate Certificate Programs:  At least two programs have suggested the 
possibility of certificate programs, modeled on graduate certificate programs.  Is 
this a feasible possibility?  How would such programs look in relation to minors?  

f. How our courses, curriculum, and pedagogies have impacts on student success 
and retention: need for students to have some sense of achievement in the course 
early in the term (not at mid-term); grading on a curve; language requirement – 
placement, advising 

g. Learning outside the classroom:  This discussion often centers on the category of 
Experiential learning, but it is surely broader than that.   

h. Assessment issues:  student course evaluations, Senior Survey 
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i. Term III: We often list half-term courses for lower credit because it is awfully 
hard to teach/learn a full course syllabus in a short period – think about research 
papers as one fore-shortened bit of work. Is this appropriate, when the course will 
still “count” for various College requirements? Is there a better approach to 
teaching in the half-terms that we have not thought about? 

j. Global engagement issues:  omnipresent and unavoidable.  Are there particular 
aspects of this that we would like to take up? 

k. Impact of other CUGS and SUGS undergraduate programs.  Related to this: we 
do need to have another discussion of CUGS and SUGS soon – concurrent 
undergraduate-graduate studies program, and sequential undergrad-grad program. 
The immediate impetus is the SUGS with Education that Idea Institute has 
developed. Rick Francis would like the Curriculum Committee to continue 
discussion of possibilities and pitfalls. 
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MEMORANDUM 

 
 
TO: Members of the LSA Executive Committee 

FROM: Pam Rinker 

DATE: October 13, 2010 

SUBJECT: Summary of LSA Curriculum Committee Minutes 
for October 5, 2010 
 

1. Engineering’s Academic Minor in Multidisciplinary Design was approved for LSA students. 

2. The R&E Subcommittee Report was accepted. 

3. Modifications to six concentrations were approved. Changes to the Statistics concentration 
were deferred pending clarification of the text. 

4. Modifications to three academic minors were approved. 

5. Course approval requests were acted upon. 
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LSA CURRICULUM COMMITTEE 
Minutes of October 5, 2010 

Present: Phil Deloria (Chair), Caroline C anning, E llie Dertz, Tim Dodd, P hil Gorman, L ori Gould, Laura 
Hlebasko, Mika L avaque-Manty, N eil Marsh, J ohn Mitani, J ennifer M yers, E srold Nurse, Sally Oey, 
Sushama Pavgi, J oAnn Peraino, Pam Rinker, Catherine Sanok, T eresa Satterfield, Mandy Seyerle, Donna 
Wessel Walker, Evans Young, and Rebecca Zurier 
 
Guests: Brian Gilchrist and James Holloway 

The meeting came to order at 3:10 pm. 

MINUTES 

Minutes of 9/21/10 were approved. 

ENGINEERING’S ACADEMIC MINOR IN MULTIDISCIPLINARY DESIGN 

The co mmittee co nsidered a pr oposal t hat Engineering’s Academic M inor in  M ultidisciplinary Design ( MD) 
Minor be  approved for LSA s tudents. Attending the meeting to address the committee’s questions were Brian 
Gilchrist, co-chair o f the p rogram, and James Holloway, Associate Dean o f the College of Engineering. Prof. 
Gilchrist e xplained that this r elatively n ew minor c ame out  of  t he P rovost’s Multidisciplinary Learning T eam 
Teaching Initiative. It also dovetails with Engineering’s goal of teaching the more sophisticated decision tools 
needed in today’s complex world. The college now has about 150 students currently involved in projects, with 
about 50 w orking t oward t he M D m inor. I n a ddition, a  num ber of  L SA s tudents a lready a re w orking on  
projects. Faculty are committed to developing this pedagogical approach across their undergraduate curriculum, 
i.e. emphasizing project-based learning that employs the tools of  design, build, and test over multiple terms. 
The MD minor employs peer-mentoring to approximate the same see, do, and teach process used in medical 
schools. Engineering a lso w ants to pr ovide their students w ith a  br oader pe rspective by  i nvolving 
undergraduates from other colleges across the university. Now that the college has created the shell of this new 
minor, its development of content and models over time will serve as an experiment toward this new pedagogical 
approach. All agreed that it is critical that advisors in each school work closely with their counterparts, both to 
help s tudents de velop t heir pa ssions, as w ell as  track t hem at  various st ages o f p ursuing t he minor. The 
committee approved the Multidisciplinary Design minor for LSA students. 

R&E REPORT 

The committee approved the following recommendations of the R&E Subcommittee: 

APPROVE (3) 

Recertification / Blanket 

1. ANTHRCUL 314 / AMCULT 313. Cuba and Its Diaspora. Professor Ruth Behar. F10 

New Proposal / Blanket 

2. JUDAIC 250 / HJCS 250 / SAC 250. Jewish Film: Race, Ethnicity, and Nationality. Assistant 
Professor Maya Barzilai. W11. 

New Proposal / Topic-Specific 

3. ENGLISH 319. Literature and Social Change: What Difference Can a Story Make? Professor Alisse 
Portnoy. W11 
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CONCENTRATION MODIFICATIONS 

The committee approved the attached modifications for 6 concentrations: 

1. BBCS 
2. Honors Math 
3. International Studies Updated Course List 
4. Latino/Latina Studies 
5. Math Sciences 
6. Neuroscience 

Modifications to the Statistics concentration were deferred pending clarification from the department. 

ACADEMIC MINOR MODIFICATIONS 

The committee approved the attached modifications for 3 academic minors: 

1. Crime and Justice (RC) 
2. Mathematics 
3. Medical Anthropology 

COURSE APPROVAL REQUESTS 

1. The committee approved requests for 31 courses: 10 new proposals and 21 modifications (see Course 
Approval Appendix).  

2. Seven courses were approved for distribution and/or college requirement effective Winter 2011: 

a. HU: ASIAN 248/HISTORY 248/RELIGION 248 and MUSICOL 130 (non-LSA course) 

b. NS/BS-eligible: CHEM 245, 246, and 247; and GEOSCI 156 

c. QR1: ASTRO 160 

3. Four requests were deferred pending additional information: ENGLISH 232, 258, 292, and 293. 

The meeting was adjourned at 4:55 pm. 

NEXT MEETING: DISCUSSION 
                                   October 12, 2010 
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To:   LSA Curriculum Committee 
From:   James Paul Holloway, Associate Dean 

Brian Gilchrist, Ph.D. 
  Co-Director Multidisciplinary Design Program 

Professor Department of Electrical Engineering and Computer Science 
Professor Department of Atmospheric, Oceanic and Space Science 

 
Date:  8/31/10 
Re:  Approval of the Multidisciplinary Design Minor for LSA Students 
 
Message: 
In compliance with the LSA Curriculum Committee procedures, the Associate Dean for 
Undergraduate Education (College of Engineering) is seeking approval from this committee 
to offer the Multidisciplinary Design Minor as an option for students seeking a degree in the 
College of LSA.  This minor is currently in place for the College of Engineering (CoE) and 
School of Art and Design (A&D) students.  
 
 
Anticipated Student Interest 
While a minor would be open to all qualified students in LSA, it expected to be of interest 
primarily to students in Life Sciences, Physical Sciences, and Mathematics. The 
Multidisciplinary Design Minor promotes a wide range of experiential, project-based 
opportunities that engage areas of broad interest, e.g. the environment, sustainability, 
social service, global health, space exploration, etc.  
 
There are many existing student organizations and competition teams that serve as a base 
for multidisciplinary interactions such as Synthetic Biology Team, BLUELab, Solar Car, 
Biogas Team, Student Space System Fabrication Lab, Human Powered Sub, and many 
others. There are also faculty research endeavors where a multidisciplinary project is 
organized in conjunction with the faculty research.  
 
Currently, LSA students from a number of different programs are an integral part of MD 
projects and teams, including: Mathematics, Interdisciplinary Physics, Economics, 
Informatics, Mathematical Biology, Neuroscience, Biochemistry, CMB, EEB, and MCDB.  
Many LSA students also currently participate in the Multidisciplinary Design Program, an 
umbrella organization that supports the MD Minor, as well as provides workshops, seminars, 
team advising and funding.  
 
There are approximately 70 students involved or recently graduated in the MD Program.  
We currently have three LSA students participating fully in the MD Minor: Global Health 
Design Specialization activity but without receiving credit for the minor, and four more LSA 
students who have requested admittance to this minor. We expect that there will be many 
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others.  To support these students and encourage greater interactions between CoE and 
LSA students on multidisciplinary projects, we believe that MD Minor would be a valuable 
educational experience for LSA students. 
  
 
 
 
Multidisciplinary Design Minor Structure 
The minor uses established classes offered by CoE, LSA and A&D.  It is possible in many 
cases for to take 6 of the 15 credits within LSA.  
 
The minor consists of 15 credits and is constructed as follows:  
 

A. 2 credits (or more) of introductory “Design, Build, Test” (DBT) experience  
This provides students with a foundation in the experience of creating solutions for a 
specified problem.   DBT projects typically require (1) problem definition based on 
qualitative and/or quantitative requirements, (2) generation of creative solution 
concepts, (3) analysis of the quality of proposed concepts, (4) selection and 
optimization of a final concept, 5) evaluations of the final concept through the 
creation (building, synthesizing, or selective propagation) and testing/evaluation of 
prototypes or virtual models, and 6) iteration and/or detailed recommendation for 
improvement of the final concept based on the lessons learned from steps 1 through 
5.  
 

Approved Examples Include: 
CoE - appropriate sections of ENG 100, AOSS 280, ME 250 
LSA  - Bio 173 and MCDB 306 

 
Other courses considered upon request. 

 
B. 3 credits (or more) of “cornerstone” coursework  

This serves to prepare the student in breadth for his or her multi-semester project 
work.  The Minor in Multidisciplinary Design is best served if the cornerstone 
experience meets the needs of the project and goes beyond the nominal preparation 
associated with the student’s major discipline.  Therefore the student must identify a 
cornerstone course, outside the set of his or her required classes (including outside 
the College of Engineering, e.g. LSA), which will serve to prepare the student for 
their specific project work.    

 
• This course is to be taken prior to completing the final 3 credits of project work and 

should be identified prior to or during the project scoping exercise (see section C 
below).  Course choice is specific to design projects and chosen for each individual 
student.  
 

• Specializations of the minor can require students to take a specific cornerstone class 
that is particularly relevant to the design challenge they are pursuing. For example, 
the Global Health Design Specialization required all of the 09-11 cohorts take one of 
the following LSA courses: 
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WOMESTD 365 Global Perspectives in Gender, Health, and Reproduction  
WOMESTD 112 Issues in Gender and Health  
WOMESTD 220 Perspectives in Women’s Health 

 
 

C. 7 credits (or more) of multidisciplinary design project work  
A “Multidisciplinary Design Project” is operationally defined as a design project 
containing a significant engagement and interaction of students, faculty, or course 
projects from three distinct disciplines.  Ideally one of these disciplines is outside the 
College of Engineering.   Students must be prepared for these projects to be 
extensive, often involving co-curricular (non-graded) and extra-curricular activities. 

 
• Ideally this project features consecutive semesters of in-depth work on the same 

design project. 
 

• These credits cannot all be taken in the same semester.    
 

• The project work can occur within departmental design courses (e.g., ME 450 and 
EECS 430), independent study courses (e.g., ME 490), or in the ENG curriculum 
(e.g., ENG 355, ENG 455, and/or ENG 450)1.    

 

• Prior or at the beginning of this multi-semester project experience, the student must 
complete a thoughtful project scoping exercise that details the project objectives, 
approach to completing the objectives and how the student intends to contribute his 
or her expertise to the completion of the project.  Courses the student plans to take 
to complete the minor should also be identified at this time.  

 
D. Completion of at least 2 credits of formal leadership and/or mentorship 

activities within the Multidisciplinary Design program.   
 

This requirement is presently fulfilled by independent study ENG 456 typically 
supervised by the research faculty member who also supervises the 7 credits of 
design project work.  

 
 
 
In addition to the normal rules for a CoE minor, the following rules apply to the Minor in 
Multidisciplinary Design: 

• Transfer credit may not be used to fulfill the multidisciplinary design project course 
requirement (item C above) or the mentorship/leadership course requirement (item 
D above). 

• Only the 2-credit mentorship/leadership course can be fulfilled by taking a pass-fail 
course. 

• The Advisory Committee of the Multidisciplinary Design Program is responsible for 
approving any variance in course requirements for a minor.  Such variances are 
usually proposed by the student.   

 
The current CoE Bulletin description follows this document.   

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
1 Co-ops and research projects can be considered if they reflect the spirit of the program 
and are appropriately reflected in graded coursework.	  	  
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Accessibility, Support and Advising 
 
The minor coursework uses established classes in place for CoE and LSA, and uses current 
faculty advisors, so no special resource issues exist. The coursework is not concentrated in 
a single course, so we don’t foresee any capacity issues.  
 
Advising for interested or declared students will be handled through the Multidisciplinary 
Design Program Office utilizing the MD Program staff and Academic Advisory Council. Our 
advising program staff will maintain records and audit completion of the minor.  

 
Specializations 
 
The MD Minor allows specializations as optional themes within the minor that reflect specific 
project types, and allow students to have the nature of their multidisciplinary design 
experience reflected on a transcript.  Specializations of the minor do not represent a new 
minor.  There are currently two specializations: Global Health, and Social Innovation. The 
CoE curriculum committee allows the MD program, and the CoE Dean’s office asks the 
registrar to add them to student transcripts via a subplan of type specialization.   We would 
request that LSA allow this mechanism for approving specializations of the Minor, so that in 
effect the LSA curriculum committee would approve the MD minor and any current and 
future specializations of the minor. 

 
Conclusion  
We hope that you will see this proposed minor as a valuable new educational opportunity for 
LSA students and will approve it for the earliest possible effective date.  We propose to use 
the same language and rules as the CoE program (this follows on the next two pages) with 
the exception that all courses must be taken for a letter grade to bring the program into line 
with other LSA minor program requirements.  
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Multidisciplinary Design Minor  
Undergraduate students enrolled in a College of Engineering degree program can benefit from practical 
experience designing technology systems in collaboration with students from other disciplines both inside and 
outside of engineering. This experience requires students to apply their developing disciplinary skills to projects 
that also require broader multidisciplinary concepts and approaches. This will expose participating students to 
systems engineering concepts and will help them succeed in the fast-paced, global and entrepreneurial market 
for graduate students and professionals in the 21st century. A Minor in Multidisciplinary Design requires 
students to exercise their acquired disciplinary expertise in the context of a significant multi-semester team 
design-build-test project. This project must be multidisciplinary and involve concepts and approaches from at 
least two other disciplines to be completed successfully. The projects closely follow the following elements or 
steps:  

1. problem definition based on qualitative and/or quantitative requirements,  
2. generation of creative solution concepts,  
3. analysis of the quality of proposed concepts,  
4. selection and optimization of a final concept,  
5. evaluation of the final concept through the building and  
6. testing of prototypes in realistic settings (or virtual models with models of the applicable environment), 

and iteration and/or detailed recommendation for improvement of the final concept based on the 
lessons learned from Steps 1 through 5. 	  	  

 
These design projects are conducted during or after the student has taken a defined set of preparatory courses 
and ideally feature a meaningful connection with at least one discipline outside of engineering. The Minor in 
Multidisciplinary Design is comprised of 15 credits, and specializations of this minor can be sponsored by 
individual faculty, groups of faculty or by the Office of the Associate Dean for Undergraduate Education for 
the purpose of supporting cross-departmental or cross-college programs. For example, specializations that have 
been proposed or are being implemented included Space Systems, Environmental Sustainability, Service 
Learning, and Vehicle Systems.  
 
Multidisciplinary Design Minor Program Requirements  
A Minor in Multidisciplinary Design is granted after completion at least 15 credit hours of coursework, 
including at least two upper division courses, distributed as follows :  

A. Completion of at least 2 credits of introductory “Design, Build, Test” (DBT) experience.  

B. Completion of at least 3 credits of “cornerstone” coursework that serves to prepare the student in depth for 
his or her multi-semester project work. • The Minor in Multidisciplinary Design is best served if the 
cornerstone experience meets the needs of the project and exceeds the nominal preparation associated with the 
student’s major discipline. Therefore the student must identify a cornerstone course, outside the set of his or 
her required classes, which will serve to prepare the student for their specific project work. • This course is to be 
taken prior to completing the final 3 credits of project work and should be identified during the project scoping 
exercise (see item C below). • Specializations can require students to take a specific cornerstone class.  
C. Completion of at least 7 credits of multidisciplinary design project work. • A “multidisciplinary design 
project” is operationally defined as a design project containing a significant engagement and integration of 
students, faculty, or course projects from three distinct disciplines. Ideally one of these disciplines is outside the 
College of Engineering. Students must be prepared for these projects to be extensive, often involving co-
curricular (non-graded) and extra-curricular activities. Ideally this project features consecutive semesters of  
in-depth work on the same design project. • These credits cannot all be taken in the same semester. • The 
project work can occur within departmental design courses, independent study courses, or in the  
ENG curriculum. Co-ops and research projects can be considered if they reflect the spirit of the program  
and are appropriately reflected in graded coursework. • Prior or at the beginning of this multi-semester team 
project experience, the student must complete a thoughtful project scoping exercise that defines the project 
objectives, approach to completing the objectives, and how the student intends to contribute his or her 
expertise to the completion of the project. At this time, the student needs to identify courses he or she plans to 
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take to complete the minor. 
D. Completion of at least 2 credits of formal leadership and/or mentorship activities within the 
Multidisciplinary Design program.  
 
Completion of the minimum credit hours for each category A-D adds up to 14 credit hours; therefore the 
student needs at least one extra credit hour in one of the categories. In addition to the normal rules for a CoE 
minor, the following rules apply to the Multidisciplinary Design Minor:  
 
1. Transfer credit may not be used to fulfill the multidisciplinary design project course requirement (item C 
above) or the mentorship/leadership course requirement (item D above).  
2. Only the 2-credit mentorship and leadership requirement can be fulfilled by taking Pass/Fail courses.  
3. The Advisory Committee of the Multidisciplinary Design Minor Program is responsible for approving any 
variance in course requirements for a minor.  

 
Students interested in this minor should contact the Multidisciplinary Design Minor Program Advisor for 
further information and counseling. A detailed description of the minor and its specializations will be available 
on the College of Engineering web page under http://www.engin.umich.edu/minors/	  

63



RACE & ETHNICITY SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT  
LSA CURRICULUM COMMITTEE 

October 5, 2010 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
The R&E Subcommittee recommends the following actions regarding R&E proposals: 
 
APPROVE (1) 
 
Recertification / Blanket 
 
1. ANTHRCUL 314 / AMCULT 313. Cuba and Its Diaspora. Professor Ruth Behar. F10 

This class opens with a historical presentation of the social concept of race as it has played out in Cuban 
history from the last days of the Spanish colony, through the United States intervention in the Cuban war for 
independence, to the 1959 Revolution. Racism directed at Africans began with the economic institution of 
plantation slavery that was introduced in Cuba by the Spanish in the early 1500s. Yet the racial system that 
developed in Cuba, with its notable incorporation of Afro-Cuban culture into definitions of Cuban ethnicity, 
strikes many U.S. observers as “more tolerant” and “flexible” than the system in our country.  After the 
Revolution, with its focus on redefining Cuban ethnicity, questions of the legacy of racial discrimination on 
the island (which could be conveniently assigned to U.S. interference in Cuban affairs), ethnicity and 
citizenship (and their meaning in a revolutionary context), and gender (with the contradictions between the 
male domination of revolutionary politics and the Revolution’s promise of an end to all forms of social 
inequality) are prominent.  The Revolution also led to a widespread Cuban diaspora, in the U.S. and around 
the world.  Cubans in the diaspora face questions of inequality and discrimination on a daily basis, both 
within their own ranks (What does “Cuban” mean? What is the meaning of race and gender in the definition 
of a Cuban ethnicity?) and in their relations with non-Cubans in the United States and other countries.  These 
are the key questions around which this entire course is structured. 

 

 
APPROVE (1) 
 
New Proposal / Blanket 
 
 
 
2. JUDAIC 250 / HJCS 250 / SAC 250.  Jewish Film: Race, Ethnicity, and Nationality. Assistant Professor 

Maya Barzilai. W11. 
Jewish film provides an excellent case study from the examination of ethnic and racial stereotyping and 
intolerance in the modern world.  Created in an era of historical upheaval –the racial persecution around 
World War II, Jewish immigration before and after the war, and the foundation of the State of Israel – films 
about and by Jews had a stake in these events and could be used to counter or else promote racial ideologies.  
Taking into consideration the aesthetic qualities of these films as well as the historical, political, and cultural 
context for their production and reception, this course focuses on the construction and performance of racial 
and ethnic identities in and through film.  The course examines the notions of the modern “Jew” and of 
modern “Jewishness,” considering the implications of representing Jews on the screen as members of a 
religion, an ethnicity, a race, and/or as a nation.  Because the course deals primarily with visual imagery, it 
allows students to consider how these different perspectives on Jewish identity are externalized and 
performed, turned into moving images, all with the help of the actors’ bodies and modern film technology. 
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DEFER (1) 
 
New Proposal / Topic-Specific 
 
3. English 319. Literature and Social Change: What Difference Can a Story Make? Professor Alisse 

Portnoy. W11 
What role do stories play in large- and small-scale social change? Can a story inspire change? Are 
stories perhaps the only route to deeply rooted, sustainable social change? We’ll use as our arenas for 
inquiry some of the most significant civil rights movements in our lifetimes (for example, black 
freedom, LGBTQ, women’s, and disability movements), and we’re going to read, listen to, and watch 
popular books, movies, and songs. Our primary aim will be to figure out, in fairly concrete ways, how 
stories alter people’s beliefs about people and the worlds in which we live, such that sometimes our 
worlds really do become better, more just, more tolerant, more accepting places. We’ll explore 
meanings of race, ethnicity, nationhood, ability, gender, class, and sexual orientation; sources of 
inequalities and intolerances; and comparisons of discriminations in the United States as we read 
books including Giovanni’s Room, Rubyfruit Jungle, The Left Hand of Darkness, Motherless 
Brooklyn, Dreamer: A Novel, Mankiller: A Chief and Her People, Free to Be You and Me; songs by 
artists including Bob Dylan and Joan Baez, and movies including Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner, 
Advise and Consent, and Milk. Work for the course includes active participation in discussion and 
writing workshops and three essays.  
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Modification to BBCS concentration course group names under Gateway Requirement: 
 
 
Current group names 

1.    Gateway Requirement: At least one course from each of the groups below. Only one course from 

each group may be used toward either the prerequisite or concentration credits. 

 

Group Course 

Group I. PSYCH 230 or 335. 

Group II. PSYCH 240 or 345. 

Group III. PSYCH 250, 260, 270, 280, or 290. 
 
 
Revised group names: 

 
 
Group     Course 
 

Biopsychology Group  PSYCH 230 or 335 

Cognitive Group  PSYCH 240 or 345 

Social Science Group  PSYCH 250, 260, 270, 280, or 290 
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PROPOSAL TO MODIFY AN EXISTING CONCENTRATION/PROGRAM  

 

Department: Mathematics 

Name of Concentration: Honors Mathematics 
Term changes should become effective: Fall 2010 

Date Submitted: August 3, 2010 

 
Enter Current Requirements Modified Requirements (type “same” if no changes) 

Min # credits   

Prereqs   

Required 
courses 
(include min # 
at upper-level) 

Students intending an Honors 
concentration are strongly advised to 
take one of the Honors introductory 
sequences MATH 156-256, (174, 175 
or 185)-286 or 295-396, or some 
combination of these three. The 
sequence of MATH 295-396 is very 
theoretical. Eight credits of PHYSICS 
and familiarity with a high-level 
computer language are strongly 
recommended. 

The Honors concentration program 
must include at least nine courses: (A) 
four basic courses, (B) four elective 
courses, and (C) one cognate course 
as described below. 

A. The basic courses consist of one from each 
of groups 1, 2, 3, and 4 or groups 1, 2, 5, 
and 6 below:  
1. Linear Algebra: MATH 513 
2. Analysis: MATH 451 
3. Modern Algebra: MATH 512 
4. Geometry/Topology: MATH 433, 490, 

531, 532, or 590 
5. Probability: MATH 525 
6. Differential Equations: MATH 404, 454, 

556, 557, 558 

Students who complete MATH 295-296, with 
a grade of at least a C- are exempt from 
MATH 451. If you complete MATH 295-395, 
with a grade of at least a C- you are exempt 
from MATH 513. 

Students intending an Honors concentration 
are strongly advised to take one of the 
Honors introductory sequences MATH 156-
256, (174, 175-286, 185-286 or 295-396, or 
some combination of these four. The 
sequence of MATH 295-396 is very 
theoretical. Eight credits of PHYSICS and 
familiarity with a high-level computer 
language are strongly recommended. 

The Honors concentration program must 
include at least nine courses: (A) four basic 
courses, (B) four elective courses, and (C) 
one cognate course as described below. 

A. The basic courses consist of one from each of 
groups 1, 2, 3, and 4 or groups 1, 2, 5, and 6 
below, completed with a grade of at least C-:  
1. Linear Algebra: MATH 513 
2. Analysis: MATH 451 
3. Modern Algebra: MATH 512 
4. Geometry/Topology: MATH 433, 490, 531, 

532, or 590 
5. Probability: MATH 525 
6. Differential Equations: MATH 404, 454, 556, 

557, 558 

Students who complete MATH 295-296, with a 
grade of at least a C- are exempt from MATH 451. 
If you complete MATH 295-395, with a grade of at 
least a C- you are exempt from MATH 513. 

 

 
We would like to remove 174 from the second paragraph under Honors, 
because we rarely run that course, and then would like to re-word that 
sentence as shown for clarity.  The basic courses must be completed with a 
grade of at least a C-. 
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UPDATE TO INTERNATIONAL STUDIES CONCENTRATION COURSE LIST 
New courses to add to the international studies concentration course list. All have been approved by department chairs. 

 
International Security, Norms & Cooperation Term 

AAPTIS 244/HISTORY 244/HJCS 244/JUDAIC 244/MENAS 244: The Arab-Jewish Conflict in the Middle East, c. 1880 to the Present F 

AAPTIS 368/AMCULT 368/WOMENSTD 368: Women and War in the Middle East W 
AMCULT 368/AAPTIS 368/WOMENSTD 368: Women and War in the Middle East W 
AMCULT 498: Humanities Approaches to American Culture, section titled “Why Do They Hate Us: Perspectives on 9/11” F 

ENGLISH 407: Topics in English Language and Literature, section titled “Literature and Human Rights” W 
ENVIRON 490/POLSCI 463: War and the Environment: A Lethal Reciprocity W 
HISTORY 224/PUBPOL 224: Global Nuclear Proliferation F 
HISTORY 244/AAPTIS 244/HJCS 244/JUDAIC 244/MENAS 244: The Arab-Jewish Conflict in the Middle East, c. 1880 to the Present F 

HISTORY 360: September 11 F 
HJCS 244/HISTORY 244/AAPTIS 244/JUDAIC 244/MENAS 244: The Arab-Jewish Conflict in the Middle East, c. 1880 to the Present F 

JUDAIC 244/HISTORY 244/AAPTIS 244/HJCS 244/MENAS 244: The Arab-Jewish Conflict in the Middle East, c. 1880 to the Present F 

MENAS 244/HISTORY 244/AAPTIS 244/HJCS 244/JUDAIC 244: The Arab-Jewish Conflict in the Middle East, c. 1880 to the Present F 

POLSCI 463/ENVIRON 490: War and the Environment: A Lethal Reciprocity W 
POLSCI 341: Comparative Politics of Developed Democracies F 

POLSCI 462: Strategic Interaction in World Politics W 
POLSCI 497: Undergraduate Seminar in Comparative and Foreign Governments, section titled  

“Comparative Perspectives: Religion, Violence, Rights and Peace Making” F 
PSYCH 393: Political Psychology F 

PSYCH 401: Special Problems in Psychology as Social Science, section titled “Psychological Aspects of War and Peace” W 
PUBPOL 224/HISTORY 224: Global Nuclear Proliferation F 
RCSSCI 360: Social Science Junior Seminar, section titled “Global Justice: Social Theory and Practice” W 
SOC 350: Human Rights in the United Nations W 
SOC 495: Topics in Sociology, section titled “Citizenship and Human Rights”   F & W 

SOC 450: Political Sociology W 
SOC 457: Sociology of Nationalism F 

WOMENSTD 368/AMCULT 368/AAPTIS 368: Women and War in the Middle East W 
 
Political Economy & Development 
ECON 370/ENVIRON 375: Environmental and Resource Economics  W 
ECON 442: International Finance W 
ECON 471/NRE 571: Environmental Economics F 

ENVIRON 375/ECON 370: Environmental and Resource Economics  W 
NRE 571/ECON 471: Environmental Economics F 

STRATEGY 310: The World Economy F 
STRATEGY 361: International Management F&W 
 
Global Environment & Health 
ANTHRCUL 256/ENVIRON 256: Culture, Adaptation, and Environment W 
ANTHRCUL 327/RCSSCI 327: Critical Theory in Medicine and Healing F 
ANTHRCUL 325/WOMENSTD 324: Childbirth & Culture F 
ECON 471/NRE 571: Environmental Economics F 
EEB 315/ENVIRON 315: The Ecology and Evolution of Infectious Diseases W 
EHS 588/ENVIRON 475/NRE 475: Environmental Law W 
ENVIRON 211: Social Sciences and Environmental Problems          W 
ENVIRON 256/ANTHRCUL 256: Culture, Adaptation, and Environment W 
ENVIRON 306: Global Water F 

ENVIRON 315/EEB 315: The Ecology and Evolution of Infectious Diseases W 
ENVIRON 475/EHS 588/NRE 475: Environmental Law W 
NRE 475/EHS 588/ENVIRON 475: Environmental Law W 
NRE 571/ECON 471: Environmental Economics F 

RCSSCI 327/ANTHRCUL 327: Critical Theory in Medicine and Healing F 
SOC 475: Introduction to Medical Sociology W 
WOMENSTD 324/ANTHRCUL 325: Childbirth & Culture F 
WOMENSTD 412: Reproductive Health Policy in a Global Context       W 
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Comparative Culture & Identity 
AAPTIS 340/HISTORY 340/ASIAN 340/MENAS 340/REEES 340: From Genghis Khan to the Taliban: Modern Central Asia W 
AAPTIS 495/HISTORY 429/RELIGION 496/WOMENSTD 471: Gender and Sexuality in Pre-Modern Islam F 
ANTHRCUL 256/ENVIRON 256: Culture, Adaptation, and Environment W  
ANTHRCUL 300: Doing Ethnography in Havana and in Cuba W 
ANTHRCUL 317/REEES 397: Eastern Europe in Transformation W 
ANTHRCUL 325/WOMENSTD 324: Childbirth & Culture F 
ANTHRCUL 330: Culture, Thought, and Meaning F 
ANTHRCUL 347/CAAS 420: Race and Ethnicity W 
ANTHRCUL 411/CAAS 422: African Culture W 
ANTHRCUL 447: Culture, Racism, and Human Nature W 
ASIAN 340/HISTORY 340/AAPTIS 340/MENAS 340/REEES 340: From Genghis Khan to the Taliban: Modern Central Asia W 
CAAS 420/ANTHRCUL 347: Race and Ethnicity W 
CAAS 422/ANTHRCUL 411: African Culture W 
COMPLIT 322: Translating World Literatures F 
ENGLISH 407: Topics in English Language and Literature, section titled “Literature and Human Rights” W 

ENVIRON 256/ANTHRCUL 256: Culture, Adaptation, and Environment W 
GERMAN 402/HISTORY 417: Twentieth-Century German and European Thought W 
GTBOOKS 291: Great Books of Modern Literature F 
HISTORY 340/AAPTIS 340/ASIAN 340/MENAS 340/REEES 340: From Genghis Khan to the Taliban: Modern Central Asia W 
HISTORY 372/WOMENSTD 372: Women and Gender in European History W 
HISTORY 417/GERMAN 402: Twentieth-Century German and European Thought W 
HISTORY 429/AAPTIS 495/RELIGION 496/WOMENSTD 471: Gender and Sexuality in Pre-Modern Islam F 
HISTORY 435/JUDAIC 435/RUSSIAN 435: Cultural History of Russian Jews through Literature and the Arts:  W 
JUDAIC 435/HISTORY 435/RUSSIAN 435: Cultural History of Russian Jews through Literature and the Arts:  W 
MENAS 340/HISTORY 340/AAPTIS 340/ASIAN 340/REEES 340: From Genghis Khan to the Taliban: Modern Central Asia W 
POLSCI 341: Comparative Politics of Developed Democracies F 
POLSCI 497: Undergraduate Seminar in Comparative and Foreign Governments, section titled “Comparative Perspectives: Religion, 

Violence, Rights and Peace Making”  F 
RELIGION 496/HISTORY 429/AAPTIS 495/WOMENSTD 471: Gender and Sexuality in Pre-Modern Islam F 
REEES 340/HISTORY 340/AAPTIS 340/ASIAN 340/MENAS 340: From Genghis Khan to the Taliban: Modern Central Asia W 
REEES 397/ANTHRCUL 317: Eastern Europe in Transformation W 
RCSSCI 360: Social Science Junior Seminar, section titled “Global Justice: Social Theory and Practice”  W 

RUSSIAN 435/HISTORY 435/JUDAIC 435: Cultural History of Russian Jews through Literature and the Arts:  W 
SAC 441: National Cinemas W 
SOC 415: Culture and Consumption F 
WOMENSTD 324/ANTHRCUL 325: Childbirth & Culture F 
WOMENSTD 345: Special Topics in Gender in a Global Context W 
WOMENSTD 357: Feminist Practices in a Global Context W 
WOMENSTD 372/HISTORY 372: Women and Gender in European History W 
WOMENSTD 471/HISTORY 429/AAPTIS 495/RELIGION 496: Gender and Sexuality in Pre-Modern Islam F 
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PROPOSAL TO MODIFY AN EXISTING CONCENTRATION/PROGRAM  
 

Department/Unit:   ____Latina/o Studies Program___________________________ 
Name of Concentration: ___  Latina/o Studies Concentration_____________________ 
Effective Term:   ____Winter 2011_____________________________________ 
Date Submitted:   ____May 20, 2010____________________________________ 

                     Current Requirements Modified Requirements (type same if no changes) 

Min # credits 33 (not counting pre-reqs) 27 (not counting pre-reqs) 

Prereqs AMCULT 213 (Intro to Latino Studies) 
SPANISH 290/AMCULT 224 (Spanish for US 
Latino/as) (include waiver form)  
For non-Latino students, equivalency of SPANISH 
275 or 276 or Waiver  

AMCULT 213 (Introduction to Latino Studies) 

Language 
Requirement 

Latina/o Studies concentrators must prove 
competency in Spanish. They can do this either by 
enrolling in SPANISH 290 / AMCULT 224, 
“Spanish for U.S. Latina/os,” (4 credits) or by 
proving equivalency at the SPANISH 275/276 level; 
or equivalency in PORTUG 232 or 415. Spanish 
native speakers who have enrolled in upper-level 
Spanish courses and complete them successfully 
may have this requirement waived by passing a 
proficiency interview and having a waiver form 
signed.  

   All concentrators must satisfy 4th term     
   proficiency in Spanish or another relevant  
   language approved by the Program Advisor.   

Required 
courses 
(state minimum 
# of credits for 
upper-level 
courses) 

AMCULT 312 or 315, History of U.S. Latinos 

AMCULT 243, Latinas in the United States 

AMCULT 327, Latino/Latina Literature in the United 
States 

AMCULT 381, Latinas/os and the Media 

Three credits of community-service learning in a 
Latino context. Courses may be chosen from among 
the following: AMCULT 309, 219, 404, 425; SOC 
404, 389; PSYCH 401; or WOMENSTD 425. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

***Three credits (one course) in a course that 
focuses on race and racialization in the 
Americas: AMCULT 399, 498, or 351 

Students are required to take ONE 3 credit course that 
focuses on Latinos in the US in each of the following areas. 
The courses listed below are regularly offered through 
Latina/o Studies, but students are free to use other courses 
pending approval from the Program Advisor. 

History and Society 
AMCULT 205, Latina/o Religions & Cultures 
AMCULT 315 or 312, History of U.S. Latinos  
AMCULT 301, Topics in Chicana/o History 
AMCULT 226, The Latin Tinge: Latin Music in Social 
Context in Latin America and the U.S. 
AMCULT 304, American Immigration 
AMCULT 313, Cuba and its Diaspora  

Gender and Sexuality 
AMCULT 243, Latinas in the United States 
WOMENSTD 293, Women of Color 

Language & the Arts 
AMCULT 327, Latino/Latina Literature in the US 

Media & Popular Culture 
AMCULT 381, Latinas/os and the Media 
AMCULT 226 The Latin Tinge 
AMCULT 380: Studies in Transnational Media 
AMCULT 420 Latin American & Latino/a Film Studies 

Community Service Learning  
Students may choose from the following courses taught 
in a Latino context: AMCULT 309, 388, 219, 425 
SPANISH 428; RCCORE 309.006; SOC 389; 
PSYCH 401; or WOMENSTD 425 
 

***NO LONGER REQUIRED 
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PROPOSAL TO MODIFY AN EXISTING CONCENTRATION/PROGRAM  
 
Department: Mathematics  
Name of Concentration: Mathematical Sciences Program 
Term changes should become effective: Fall 2010 
Date Submitted: August 3, 2010 
 

Complete all applicable fields for a concentration/program modification. Attach additional pages if needed. 

Enter Current Requirements Modified Requirements (type “same” if no changes) 

Min # credits   

Prereqs 
Prerequisite to concentration in 
Mathematical Sciences is one of the 
sequences MATH 215-217, 255-217, 
285-217, or 395-396. Students who 
have completed one of the sequences 
255-256 or 285-286 may substitute 
Math 513 for Math 217. In addition, 
students must acquire a working 
knowledge of a high-level computer 
language (e.g., Fortran, C, or C++) at 
a level equivalent to the completion of 
EECS 183. For those not pursuing 
either a Physics concentration or a 
Physics minor, PHYSICS 140-141 and 
240-241 are required for the 
Numerical and Applied Analysis and 
Mathematical Physics options and 
strongly recommended for the other 
options.  Some of the options have 
additional requirements as noted 
below. 

Prerequisite to concentration in 
Mathematical Sciences is one of the 
sequences MATH 215-217, 255-217, 285-
217, or 295-296. Students who have 
completed one of the sequences 255-256 or 
285-286 may substitute Math 513 for Math 
217. In addition, students must acquire a 
working knowledge of a high-level computer 
language (e.g., Fortran, C, or C++) at a level 
equivalent to the completion of EECS 183. 
For those not pursuing either a Physics 
concentration or a Physics minor, PHYSICS 
140-141 and 240-241 are required for the 
Numerical and Applied Analysis and 
Mathematical Physics options and strongly 
recommended for the other options.  Some 
of the options have additional requirements 
as noted below. 

 

 
 
MATH 295 is the entry into the Honors Mathematics course sequence, not 395. 
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The University of Michigan 
Department of Molecular, Cellular, & Developmental Biology 
Kenneth Cadigan, Ph. D 
Professor 
Associate Chair for Undergraduate Curriculum 
830 N. University Ave.  3028D Natural Science Building 
Ann Arbor, Michigan  48109-1048 
E-mail: cadigan@umich.edu; Tel: (734) 936-3246, Fax: (734) 647-0884  

 
 

To: Pam Rinker 
LSA Undergraduate Education 
2242 LSA 1382 
 
 
Dear Pam, 
 
 
This memo accompanies the proposal to modify an existing concentration form that you sent me.  
I would like to explain why the Neuroscience Steering Committee and I agree that the proposed 
changes to the Neuroscience concentration plan will benefit our majors and help them complete 
the requirements while still maintaining the high standards of the concentration. 
 
The Neuroscience concentration currently requires introductory biology and the organic 
chemistry series as prerequisites.  There are also four core courses, two lab courses (of at least 5 
credits) and two courses fulfilling a Quantitative cognate requirement.  The proposed changes do 
not effect these requirements.  The last requirement is six courses (for a minimum of 18 credits) 
from a list of electives.  In the existing concentration plan, these courses are divided into four 
groups.  Group A are large lecture courses from Biology, MCDB and Psychology.  Group B1 are 
400 level MCDB courses focused on Neuroscience.  Group B2 are 300 and (mostly) 400 level 
Biopsych courses.  Group C are additional MCDB, EEB, PSYCH and STATS courses that are 
peripherally related to neuroscience.  Students are currently required to take at one least Group A 
course (and no more than two), at least three and up to five Group B courses, with at least one 
from Group B1 and one B2.  One Group C course was allowed.  In the revision, this requirement 
remains six courses for at least 18 credits, but Group A courses have been moved to either the 
old Group B1, B2 or C, depending on their subject matter.  The old Group B1 is now called 
Group A, B2 is now called Group B and Group C retains the same name.  At least two courses 
must come from Groups A and B, and up to two Group C courses can now be taken. 
 
We think this reorganization will improve the concentration in three ways: 
 

1) It reduces the complexity of the list of requirements, reducing the six electives to three 
groups instead of four. In addition, the number of courses in each group that can be taken 
will be less confusing.  

 
2) Allowing students to take two Group C courses will take some pressure off of the small 

enrollment 400 level MCDB and PSYCH courses.  Because of the still increasing size of 
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this concentration (currently at 315 majors, approximately a 10% increase from this time 
last year), some small enrollment Group B1 and B2 courses had larger than desired 
enrollments in AY 09-10.  We are addressing this issue by making sure there are enough 
Group B1(A) and B2(B) courses offered each term, since courses organized around a 
discussion format and student presentations benefit from smaller class sizes.  Allowing 
students to take two Group C courses will also reduce enrollment pressure on the B1/A 
and B2/B courses, as well as increase the flexibility that students would have in making a 
course plan for completing the concentration. 

 
3) With the current requirements, some Neuroscience concentrators stick to one or the other 

extreme of the electives, taking only one Psychology or one MCDB course among the six 
electives.  The revised concentration plan will ensure that Neuro majors take at least two 
electives from each department (which is what the majority already do), which reflects 
the original academic mission of the concentration, i.e., to fuse basic cell and molecular 
neuroscience with biopsychology. 

 
I hope this memo convinces you that the changes we are proposing are in the best interests of our 
majors, as this popular concentration continues to grow.  If approved, our plan is to advertise the 
changes among the existing majors, but allow them to complete the concentration under either 
the old or new plan for students graduating this year.  We would also allow students graduating 
after May 2011 to continue with the existing concentration requirement if this fit their plans.  
Since the major motivation for the changes is to make it easier for students to understand and 
complete the elective requirements, we will not allow the changes to disrupt students already in 
the concentration.  However, my experience as a Neuroscience advisor suggests that most 
students’ plans will not be changed by the reorganization.  
 
Please let me know if you have questions about the proposal. 
 
Regards, 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Kenneth M. Cadigan 
Professor and Associate Chair for Undergraduate Studies 
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PROPOSAL TO MODIFY AN EXISTING CONCENTRATION/PROGRAM  
 

Department/Unit:   _____MCDB & Psychology______________________________________ 
Name of Concentration: _____Neuroscience____________________________________________ 
Effective Term:   _____WINTER 2011____________________________________________ 
Date Submitted:   _______August 29, 2010_________________________________________ 

 

                     Current Requirements Modified Requirements (“same” if no changes) 

Min # credits 36 credits (after prerequisites) same 

Prereqs Biology 171 & 172 (or Bio 195 or Bio 162); 

Chem 210/211/215/216 

same 

Required 
courses 
(state minimum 
# of credits for 
upper-level 
courses) 

Biology 222 

Biology 305 

Psychology 230 

MCDB 310, Chem 351 or Biochem 415 

same 

Subplans/tracks none none 

Electives Six electives of at least 18 credits from four 
groups 

At least one and up to two courses from Group A* 

At least three and up to five courses from Group 
B.  One must be from B1 and one from B1* 

One course may be from Group C* 
 
 

5 credits of laboratory courses 

Two different courses must be chosen; at least 
one must be a D1 Method-Based laboratory* 

 
 

*see Neuroscience concentration plan for the 
course listings of Groups A, B1, B2, C, D1 & D2 

Six electives of at least 18 credits from three 
groups 

At least two courses from Group A** 

At least two courses from Group B** 

 
Up to two courses from Group C** 

 

5 credits of laboratory courses 

Two different courses must be chosen; at 
least one must be a D1 Method-Based 
laboratory* 
 

 
**see revised Neuroscience concentration 
for the courses listings of Groups A, B, C, D1 
& D2 

Cognates Two courses from Group E must be taken to fulfill 
the Quantitative Cognate Requirement 

same 

Advising Concentration advising is provided by MCDB and 
Psychology.  Students are encouraged to seek 
advice from both departments. 

same 

Dept. Honors 
(optional) 

Students wishing to do an Honors thesis must 
submit their proposal to the Neuroscience 
Steering committee for approval 

same 
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PROPOSAL TO MODIFY AN EXISTING CONCENTRATION/PROGRAM  
 

Department/Unit:   _Statistics________________________________________________________ 
Name of Concentration: _Statistics_________________________________________________________ 
Effective Term:   _Fall 2011________________________________________________________ 
Date Submitted:   _______________________________________________________________ 

 
Complete all applicable fields. Also attach revised text for inclusion in LSA Bulletin. 

                     Current Requirements Modified Requirements (type “same” if no changes) 

Min # credits   

Prereqs   

Required 
courses 
(state minimum 
# of credits for 
upper-level 
courses) 

Core STATS courses:  STATS 250/350, 
STATS 425, STATS 426, STATS 500 

Core STATS courses:  STATS 425, STATS 426, 
STATS 500 

Subplans/tracks   

Electives Courses to be selected in prior consultation 
with department advisor (to bring major total 
to 30 credit hours).  May include:  STATS 
404, 408, 449, 489 any 500+level STATS 
courses, and any additional STATS courses 
listed above; 300+ level EECS courses; 
400+ level MATH courses (exceptions:  Math 
417, 420). 

Courses to be selected in prior consultation with 
department advisor (to bring major total to 30 
credit hours).  May include:  STATS 404, 408, 
449, 489 any 500+level STATS courses, and any 
additional STATS courses listed above; 300+ 
level EECS courses; 400+ level MATH courses 
(exceptions:  Math 417, 420).  Introductory 
statistics courses (250, 260, 280, 400, 412, 
ECON 405) receive two elective credits toward 
the concentration. 

Cognates   

Advising   

Exclusions   

Dept. Honors 
(optional) 

  

Other   
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To:   LSA Curriculum Committee 
From:  Residential College 
RE:   Revisions to the requirements and electives of the Crime and Justice Minor 
 
Dear colleagues, 
 
We propose to make two kinds of changes to the requirements for the Crime and Justice Minor: 
 

First, HISTORY 345/RCSSCI 357 – the History and Theory of Punishment – has served as 
one of two core required courses in the minor since its inception.  However, it will not 
be taught again for the next three years (perhaps longer), and no appropriate 
replacement has been found in the LSA’s offerings.  It cannot continue to be required of 
students declaring the minor.  Accordingly, and with the agreement of the Sociology 
chair and associate chair, we will move this course from the Core to the electives list B: 
Disciplinary Perspectives.   Henceforth the Core requirement will be SOC 368 – 
Criminology – only. 
 
Second, we wish to update the electives lists as follows, listing current electives that 
remain active and adding additional electives (permissions of relevant chairs provided): 

 
Category A:  Contexts and Social Perspectives  
 

Remaining: 
CAAS 426 – Urban Redevelopment and Social Justice 
CAAS/SOC 434 – Social Organization of Black Communities 
CAAS 451 – Law, Race, and Historical Process II 
COMM/PSYCH 481 – Media and Violence 
ECON 323/POLSCI 332 – Inequality in the U.S. 
HISTORY/WOMENSTD 375 – A History of Witchcraft 
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Adding: 
CAAS 450 – Law, Race, and Historical Process I 
CAAS 324 – Justice in Africa 
CAAS 420/ANTHRCUL 347 – Race and Ethnicity 
AMCULT 421/SOC 423 – Social Stratification 
PHIL 224 – Global Justice 
ENVIRON 222 – Environmental Justice 
 

 
Category B:  Disciplinary Perspectives   

 
Remaining 
ANTHRCUL 333 – Non-Western Legal Systems 
ECON 327 – Economics of Crime 
PHIL 359 – Law and Philosophy 
POLSCI 317 – Courts, Politics and Society   
SOC 465/PSYCH 488 – Sociological Analysis of Deviance 
SOC 454 – Law and Society 
 
Adding: 
CAAS 248 Crime, Race, and the Law   
ANTHRCUL/WOMENSTD/RCSSCI 428 – Sex Panics 
PHIL 366 – Political Philosophy   
HISTORY 257: Law in the Pre Modern World   
HISTORY 397 secton subtitled: Penal Colonies and Camp Cultures – (Rudi Mrazek) and 
section subtitled War on Crime/War on Drugs (Matt Lassiter) 
HISTORY 477 – History, Law and Social Change (variable instructors) 
HISTORY 345/RCSSCI 357 – History and Theory of Punishment   

 
 
There are no changes in the electives for Category C:  Direct Encounters 
 
 
 
25 July 2010 
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PROPOSAL TO MODIFY AN EXISTING ACADEMIC MINOR  

Department/Unit Mathematics 
Name of Academic Minor Mathematics 
Effective Term   FALL 2011 
Date of Submission  08/03/10 
 

Current Requirements Modified Requirements 
Min # 
credits 

10 same 

Prereqs I. The prerequisite to a Minor in 
Mathematics is one of the sequences 
Math 115-116, 175-176, 185-186, or 295-
296; or Math 156. These all provide a 
thorough grounding in the calculus of 
functions of one variable. Advanced 
Placement credits in Math 120 and 121 
also fulfill the prerequisite requirement.  

same 

Required 
courses 
(state 
minimum 
# of 
credits for 
upper-
level 
courses) 

All courses for the minor program must be 
completed with a grade of at least a C-.  

II. The Minor consists of courses from the 
following two lists.  

• Second-year courses:  
o Multivariable Calculus: Math 

215, 255, or 285  
o Linear Algebra: Math 214, 217, 

417, or 419  
o Differential Equations: Math 

216, 256, or 286  
• Upper-level courses:  

o Analysis/Differential Equations: 
Math 316, 351, 354, 404, 425, 
450, 451, 452, 454, 555  

 

 

All courses for the minor program must be 
completed with a grade of at least a C-.  

III. The Minor consists of courses from the 
following two lists.  

• Second-year courses:   
o Same 

 
 
 
 
 

• Upper-level courses:  
o Analysis/Differential Equations: 

Math 316, 351, 354, 404, 425, 
450, 451, 452, 454, 555  
 

 
 
**The only change is to delete MATH 425 from Analysis/Differential Equations under the  
     upper-level courses option because the course content does not fit that area.  
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LSA Curriculum Committee 
Course Approval Actions 

10/5/2010   

1.
New

Winter 
2011

   

ASIAN 248 / HISTORY 248 / RELIGION 248
Jesus Comes to Asia: Conversion and its Consequences in Asia
(UG Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Deirdre de la Cruz) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This course provides a broad introduction to the study of Christian conversion and its legacy in the regions now known as 
South, East, and Southeast Asia. 

Meets Distr Req: HU

Repeat for Credit? No

Assessment: In addition to student evaluations, the success of this course and its instructor will be measured 
according to how well students have attained the following: (1) general knowledge about the 
geographical, cultural, and religious diversity of the areas where Christianity was introduced (2) the 
critical skills needed to examine Christianity as a historical phenomenon; (3) a basic understanding 
of the relationship between the spread of Christianity to Asia and other forms of global expansion 
such as colonialism; and (4) the ability to identify and discuss some of the major methods and 
consequences of Christian conversion in different locales.

 

2.
New

Winter 
2011

   

ASIANLAN 128
Mastering the Basics of Kanji: Learning Strategies and Orthography
(UG Full 2.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Mayumi Oka) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This course is designed for students who want to learn more about kanji (Chinese characters). It offers two main methods: 
kanji learning strategies and Japanese calligraphy. Together they facilitate the acquisition of kanji and thus supplement kanji 
learning in regular Japanese courses. 

Repeat for Credit? No

Enforced Prereq's: ASIANLAN 125 or 126 with a minimum grade of C-.

Min Grade Req: C-

Assessment: In addition to the components listed under Course Requirements above, two sets of questionnaires 
(one at the beginning and another at the end of the semester) will be given to examine the 
students’ attitudes toward learning kanji as well as their learning methods and any improvement in 
grades in their regular Japanese courses.

 

3.
New

Winter 
2011

   

CHEM 245
Biomedical Analytical Chemistry
(UG Full 2.0, UG Half 2.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This course addresses the principles of analytical chemistry relevant to the practice of modern clinical chemistry 
measurement techniques. These techniques are employed routinely to detect the levels of physiological species in blood and 
urine samples.

Meets Distr Req: NS

Meets Gen Req: BS

Repeat for Credit? No

Advisory Prereq's: CHEM 130 or equivalent. CHEM 245 must be taken concurrently with the accompanying 
lecture/laboratory offerings, CHEM 246/247.

Credit Exclusions: No credit granted to those who have completed or are enrolled in CHEM 241

Assessment: A consistent and sustained enrollment of students who elect to use this class to fulfill their pre-
professional requirements will indicate that we have appropriately identified our target audience. 
We will follow carefully not only who is enrolling, but what their reflections are on this class, for at 
least 2 years, to determine how well we are meeting the interests of this group.

 
BS Eligibility Supporting Statement:
   Automatic with NS distribution.

 

4.
New

Winter 
2011

CHEM 246
Biomedical Analytical Chemistry Laboratory - I
(UG Full 1.0, UG Half 1.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 
Short Course Description:
   The focus of this lecture/laboratory course is training students on the basic laboratory methods used in performing 
quantitative measurements of physiologically important species (glucose, potassium, salicylate, urea, creatinine, etc.) in 
simulated blood and urine samples using electrochemical, spectroscopic and separation techniques.

Meets Distr Req: NS
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Meets Gen Req: BS

Repeat for Credit? No

Advisory Prereq's: CHEM 130 or equivalent. CHEM 246 (LEC/LAB) must be taken concurrently with CHEM 245 and 
CHEM 247.

Credit Exclusions: No credit granted to those who have completed or are enrolled in CHEM 242.

Assessment: A consistent and sustained enrollment of students who elect to use this class to fulfill their pre-
professional requirements will indicate that we have appropriately identified our target audience. 
We will follow carefully not only who is enrolling, but what their reflections are on this class, for at 
least 2 years, to determine how well we are meeting the interests of this group.

 
BS Eligibility Supporting Statement:
   Automatic if approved for NS distribution.

 

5.
New

Winter 
2011

   

CHEM 247
Biomedical Analytical Chemistry Laboratory - II
(UG Full 1.0, UG Half 1.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This lecture/laboratory course focuses on basic laboratory methods used in performing quantitative measurements of 
physiologically important species (glucose, potassium, salicylate, urea, creatinine, etc.), as well as in simulated blood and 
urine samples using electrochemical, spectroscopic and separation techniques.

Meets Distr Req: NS

Meets Gen Req: BS

Repeat for Credit? No

Advisory Prereq's: CHEM 130 or equivalent. CHEM 247 must be taken together with CHEM 245 and CHEM 246.

Credit Exclusions: No credit granted to those who have completed or are enrolled in CHEM 242.

Assessment: A consistent and sustained enrollment of students who elect to use this class to fulfill their pre-
professional requirements will indicate that we have appropriately identified our target audience. 
We will follow carefully not only who is enrolling, but what their reflections are on this class, for at 
least 2 years, to determine how well we are meeting the interests of this group. 

 
BS Eligibility Supporting Statement:
   Automatic if approved for NS distribution.

 

6.
New

Winter 
2011

   

CLCIV 217
Minicourse on the Origins of Medical Terminology
(UG Full 1.0, Grad Full 1.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Benjamin Fortson) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This minicourse introduces students interested in the health-care professions to the origins of modern medical terminology 
from ancient Greek and Latin. The minicourse is designed to boost vocabulary acquisition and facilitate student access to 
current scientific, literary, and cultural discourse on the medical sciences.

Repeat for Credit? No

Assessment: The course instructor(s) will perform exit interviews and obtain feedback from alumni who have 
entered the health-care profession.

 

7.
New

Winter 
2011

   

CLCIV 347
Roman Religion from the Archaic Period to Late Antiquity
(UG Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Celia Schultz, PhD) 
 
Short Course Description:
   We examine cults and rites of ancient Rome, from the archaic period to the end of the fourth century, through the study of 
ancient authors and archaeological remains of sacred sites. 

Repeat for Credit? No

Advisory Prereq's: Prior course work on the Roman world (e.g., CLCIV 102 or 376, HIST 200 or 201)

Assessment: The instructor will solicit midterm student evaluations in order to make adjustments early enough 
to impact learning. The instructor will also pose open-ended questions at the end of the term to ask 
students how well the course met the stated goals.

 

8.
New

Winter 
2011

GEOSCI 156
Coral Reef Dynamics
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 
Short Course Description:

   The biology and ecology of modern reefs are studied, together with the evolution of the reef community and its 
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composition over geologic time. The class investigates the interaction between the organisms living in association with coral 
reefs. It also explores the ways in which our species affect the reefs both directly and indirectly through climate change.

Meets Distr Req: NS

Meets Gen Req: BS

Repeat for Credit? No

Credit Exclusions: No credit granted to those who have completed or are enrolled in GEOSCI 100.

Assessment: Learning assessments are generally handled directly by the faculty instructors.

 
BS Eligibility Supporting Statement:
   Course content is geology, oceanography, and biology.

 

9.
New

Winter 
2011

   

SPANISH 421
Cinema From Spain
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0, Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This topics course presents a thematic approach to Spanish cinema. Depending on faculty expertise, classes may focus on 
a specific period, genre, or topic related to Spanish cinema.

Repeat for Credit? No

Enforced Prereq's: Three courses in Spanish 300 or above (excluding 308); or two RCLANG 324 courses and two 
courses in Spanish 300 or above (excluding 308).

Assessment: The faculty member, working with the Chair of the Spanish Curriculum Committes, will measure 
course effectiveness as follows: 1) a mid-term evaluation, followed by appropriate adjustments to 
the course; and 2) a post-term questionnaire, followed by appropriate changes in the course in 
future terms. In addition, the faculty and Chair of Curriculum will monitor, on an ongoing basis, the 
role of the course within our entire sequence of courses.

 

10.
New

Winter 
2011

   

STDABRD 495
UM/IES at Buenos Aires, Argentina
(UG Full 12.0, UG Half 6.0, Grad Full 12.0, Grad Half 6.0) (Regular) (MLT) (various) 
 
Short Course Description:
   Students study at the IES Abroad Center in downtown Buenos Aires in English or Spanish and also can take a wide range 
of courses in Spanish at local universities. Three levels are offered: Beginning/Intermediate, Advanced, and Advanced 
Honors.

Repeat for Credit? Yes
Max Times Crs Can Be Elected: 2
Max Total Credits: n/a
Elect More Than Once in Same Term? No

Advisory Prereq's: Minimum four semesters of college-level Spanish fulfilled by SPANISH 232, SPANISH 230, RCLANG 
294 or RCLANG 314 or equivalent. For HONORS: Minimum six semesters of college-level Spanish 
fulfilled by SPANISH 275 & 276, RCLANG 324 or equivalent.

Permission To Enroll: Department

Assessment: Successful enrollment and completion rates by a number of students in a wide variety of 
concentrations will be one form of assessment. In addition, the Center for Global and Intercultural 
Study administers both local course evaluations and overall program evaluations to all student 
participants.

 

11.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

ASTRO 160
Introduction to Astrophysics
(UG Full 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Transcript Title Astrophysics Intro Astrophysics 

Credit Exclusions No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in ASTRO 102 

None 

Meets QR Req QR/2 QR/1 

 
QR Supporting Statement:
   ASTRO 160 is our core introductory course for concentrators, and it has been so for many years. We have long been 
remiss in granting only QR/2 credit for this course, which is strongly physics- and math-based. The entire course emphasizes 
understanding of astrophysical phenomena in terms of constructing quantitative, physical models.

 

12. CHEM 241
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Mod
Winter 

2011

   

Introduction to Chemical Analysis
(UG Full 2.0, UG Half 2.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Credit Exclusions None No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in CHEM 245 

 

13.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

CHEM 242
Introduction to Chemical Analysis Laboratory
(UG Full 2.0, UG Half 2.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Credit Exclusions None No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in CHEM 246 or CHEM 247 

 

14.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

HISTORY 450
Japan to 1700
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0, Grad Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Hitomi Tonomura) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Cross-Listing  ASIAN 450 

Course Title Japan to 1700 Japan to 1700: Origin Myth to Shogun Dynasty 

Short Course Descr The course discusses the history of Japan from 
prehistoric times to the development of a 
unified Samurai polity. Topics covered include 
the rise of the warriors, changing gender 
relations, multi-belief system, economic 
developments and war and violence. 

This course discusses the history of Japan from 
prehistoric times to the final, unified Samurai 
polity. Topics include the rise of the imperial 
family, changing gender relations, multi-belief 
system, economic developments, samurai's 
legal culture and violence. 

 

15.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

HISTORY 451
Japan Since 1700
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 2.0, Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 2.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Leslie Pincus) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Cross-Listing  ASIAN 451 

Course Title Japan Since 1700 Modern Japan 

Transcript Title Japan Since 1700 Modern Japan 

Time Sched Title Japan Since 1700 Modern Japan 

Short Course Descr An analysis of the forces which led to Japan's 
modernization and a survey of Japan's rise as a 
world power. 

An exploration of the transformation of Japan 
from a semi-feudal state to a world economic 
power, with emphasis on the diversity and 
conflict that has shaped Japan's modern history. 
 

Credits UG Full 3.0, UG Half 2.0 
Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 2.0 

UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0 
Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 3.0 

 

16.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

LATIN 101
Elementary Latin
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Short Course Descr None The primary goals of this course are 
fundamental understanding of basic Latin 
grammar and the development of basic reading 
skills. All of the assignments are directed 
toward the reading and translation of Classical 
Latin rather than writing or conversation. 

Credit Exclusions No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in LATIN 103, 193, or 502. 

Credit is granted for no more than two courses 
among LATIN 101, 102 and 103. No credit 
granted to those who have completed or are 
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enrolled in LATIN 193 or 502. 

 

17.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

LATIN 102
Elementary Latin
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Short Course Descr None The primary goals of this course are 
fundamental understanding of basic Latin 
grammar and the development of basic reading 
skills. All of the assignments are directed 
toward the reading and translation of Classical 
Latin rather than writing or conversation. 

Advisory Prereq's LATIN 101. Restricted by placement exam or permission of 
Elementary Latin Program coordinator. 

Enforced Prereq's 
(long) 

None LATI N 101 

Credit Exclusions No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in LATIN 193 or 502. 

Credit is granted for no more than two courses 
among LATIN 101, 102 and 103. No credit 
granted to those who have completed or are 
enrolled in LATIN 193 or 502. 

 

18.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

LATIN 103
Review Latin
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Short Course Descr None All of the assigned tasks and exercises in LATIN 
103 are directed toward the reading and 
translation of Classical Latin and not toward 
writing or conversation. A more rapid pace is 
maintained as LATIN 103 covers the material of 
LATIN 101 and 102. 

Advisory Prereq's Some background in Latin and assignment by 
placement test. 

Restricted by placement exam or permission of 
Elementary Latin Program coordinator. 

 

19.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

LATIN 231
Roman Kings and Emperors
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Advisory Prereq's LATIN 102 or 103. Restricted by placement exam or permission of 
Elementary Latin Program coordinator. 

Enforced Prereq's 
(long) 

None LATIN 102, 103, or 195. 

 

20.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

LATIN 232
Vergil, Aeneid
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Short Course Descr None This course asks students to build on their 
current knowledge and skills in Latin as they 
learn to read extensive passages of the greatest 
work of Latin literature, Vergil's Aeneid. Some 
grammar review is necessary. Students also 
study Vergil's epic poem in English translation. 
By term's end, they should not only be able to 
comprehend a Latin passage, but also to 
understand and appreciate the Aeneid as a work 
of poetry. 

Advisory Prereq's LATIN 231 Restricted by placement exam or permission of 
Elementary Latin Program coordinator. 
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Enforced Prereq's 
(long) 

None LATI N 231. 

 

21.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

LATIN 233
Late Latin
(UG Full 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Advisory Prereq's LATIN 231 OR P.I. Restricted by placement exam or permission of 
Elementary Latin Program coordinator. 

Enforced Prereq's 
(long) 

None LATI N 231. 

 

22.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

RUSSIAN 315
Field Work
(UG Full 1.0-3.0, UG Half 1.0-3.0) (Expr) (CR/NC) (Alina Makin) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course RUSSIAN 315 SLAVIC 315 

Advisory Prereq's Native proficiency or course in Russian 
language, literature, culture, or history. 

Native proficiency or course in Russian, Polish, 
Czech or Ukrainian language, literature, culture, 
or history 

 

23.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

UKRAINE 103
Intensive First-Year Ukrainian
(UG Full 8.0, UG Half 8.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Svitlana Rogovyk) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course UKRAINE 103 UKR 103 

Credit Exclusions No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in UKRAINE 152. 

No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in UKR 152. 

 

24.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

UKRAINE 151
First-Year Ukrainian
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Svitlana Rogovyk) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course UKRAINE 151 UKR 151 

Credit Exclusions No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in UKRAINE 103. 

No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in UKR 103. 

 

25.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

UKRAINE 152
First-Year Ukrainian
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Svitlana Rogovyk) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course UKRAINE 152 UKR 152 

Advisory Prereq's UKRAINE 151. UKR 151 

Credit Exclusions No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in UKRAINE 103. 

No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in UKR 103. 

 

26.
Mod

Winter 
2011    

UKRAINE 203
Intensive Second-Year Ukrainian
(UG Full 8.0, UG Half 8.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Svitlana Rogovyk) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO
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Home Course UKRAINE 203 UKR 203 

Advisory Prereq's UKRAINE 152 or 103. UKR 152 or 103. 

Credit Exclusions No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in UKRAINE 252. 

No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in UKR 252. 

 

27.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

UKRAINE 251
Second-Year Ukrainian
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Svitlana Rogovyk) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course UKRAINE 251 UKR 251 

Enforced Prereq's 
(long) 

UKRAINE 152 or 103 UKR 152 or 103 

Credit Exclusions No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in UKRAINE 203. 

No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in UKR 203. 

 

28.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

UKRAINE 252
Second-Year Ukrainian
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Svitlana Rogovyk) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course UKRAINE 252 UKR 252 

Enforced Prereq's 
(long) 

UKRAINE 251 UKR 251 

Credit Exclusions No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in UKRAINE 203. 

No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in UKR 203. 

 

29.
Mod

Winter 
2011    

UKRAINE 421
Directed Reading in Ukrainian Literature
(UG Full 1.0-4.0, UG Half 1.0-4.0, Grad Full 1.0-4.0, Grad Half 1.0-4.0) (Inds) (A-E) (Svitlana Rogovyk) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course UKRAINE 421 UKR 421 

 

30.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

UKRAINE 451
Advanced Ukrainian I
(UG Full 3.0, Grad Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Svitlana Rogovyk) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course UKRAINE 451 UKR 451 

Enforced Prereq's 
(long) 

UKRAINE 252 UKR 252 with a minimum grade of C 

 

31.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

UKRAINE 452
Advanced Ukrainian II
(UG Full 3.0, Grad Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Svitlana Rogovyk) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course UKRAINE 452 UKR 452 

Enforced Prereq's 
(long) 

UKRAINE 451 UKR 451 with a minimum grade of C 

 

87



 
 
 
 

 
MEMORANDUM 

 
 
TO: Members of the LSA Executive Committee 

FROM: Pam Rinker 

DATE: October 13, 2010 

SUBJECT: Summary of LSA Curriculum Committee Minutes 
for October 5, 2010 
 

1. Engineering’s Academic Minor in Multidisciplinary Design was approved for LSA students. 

2. The R&E Subcommittee Report was accepted. 

3. Modifications to six concentrations were approved. Changes to the Statistics concentration 
were deferred pending clarification of the text. 

4. Modifications to three academic minors were approved. 

5. Course approval requests were acted upon. 
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LSA CURRICULUM COMMITTEE 
Minutes of October 5, 2010 

Present: Phil Deloria (Chair), Caroline C anning, E llie Dertz, Tim Dodd, P hil Gorman, L ori Gould, Laura 
Hlebasko, Mika L avaque-Manty, N eil Marsh, J ohn Mitani, J ennifer M yers, E srold Nurse, Sally Oey, 
Sushama Pavgi, J oAnn Peraino, Pam Rinker, Catherine Sanok, T eresa Satterfield, Mandy Seyerle, Donna 
Wessel Walker, Evans Young, and Rebecca Zurier 
 
Guests: Brian Gilchrist and James Holloway 

The meeting came to order at 3:10 pm. 

MINUTES 

Minutes of 9/21/10 were approved. 

ENGINEERING’S ACADEMIC MINOR IN MULTIDISCIPLINARY DESIGN 

The co mmittee co nsidered a pr oposal t hat Engineering’s Academic M inor in  M ultidisciplinary Design ( MD) 
Minor be  approved for LSA s tudents. Attending the meeting to address the committee’s questions were Brian 
Gilchrist, co-chair o f the p rogram, and James Holloway, Associate Dean o f the College of Engineering. Prof. 
Gilchrist e xplained that this r elatively n ew minor c ame out  of  t he P rovost’s Multidisciplinary Learning T eam 
Teaching Initiative. It also dovetails with Engineering’s goal of teaching the more sophisticated decision tools 
needed in today’s complex world. The college now has about 150 students currently involved in projects, with 
about 50 w orking t oward t he M D m inor. I n a ddition, a  num ber of  L SA s tudents a lready a re w orking on  
projects. Faculty are committed to developing this pedagogical approach across their undergraduate curriculum, 
i.e. emphasizing project-based learning that employs the tools of  design, build, and test over multiple terms. 
The MD minor employs peer-mentoring to approximate the same see, do, and teach process used in medical 
schools. Engineering a lso w ants to pr ovide their students w ith a  br oader pe rspective by  i nvolving 
undergraduates from other colleges across the university. Now that the college has created the shell of this new 
minor, its development of content and models over time will serve as an experiment toward this new pedagogical 
approach. All agreed that it is critical that advisors in each school work closely with their counterparts, both to 
help s tudents de velop t heir pa ssions, as w ell as  track t hem at  various st ages o f p ursuing t he minor. The 
committee approved the Multidisciplinary Design minor for LSA students. 

R&E REPORT 

The committee approved the following recommendations of the R&E Subcommittee: 

APPROVE (3) 

Recertification / Blanket 

1. ANTHRCUL 314 / AMCULT 313. Cuba and Its Diaspora. Professor Ruth Behar. F10 

New Proposal / Blanket 

2. JUDAIC 250 / HJCS 250 / SAC 250. Jewish Film: Race, Ethnicity, and Nationality. Assistant 
Professor Maya Barzilai. W11. 

New Proposal / Topic-Specific 

3. ENGLISH 319. Literature and Social Change: What Difference Can a Story Make? Professor Alisse 
Portnoy. W11 
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CONCENTRATION MODIFICATIONS 

The committee approved the attached modifications for 6 concentrations: 

1. BBCS 
2. Honors Math 
3. International Studies Updated Course List 
4. Latino/Latina Studies 
5. Math Sciences 
6. Neuroscience 

Modifications to the Statistics concentration were deferred pending clarification from the department. 

ACADEMIC MINOR MODIFICATIONS 

The committee approved the attached modifications for 3 academic minors: 

1. Crime and Justice (RC) 
2. Mathematics 
3. Medical Anthropology 

COURSE APPROVAL REQUESTS 

1. The committee approved requests for 31 courses: 10 new proposals and 21 modifications (see Course 
Approval Appendix).  

2. Seven courses were approved for distribution and/or college requirement effective Winter 2011: 

a. HU: ASIAN 248/HISTORY 248/RELIGION 248 and MUSICOL 130 (non-LSA course) 

b. NS/BS-eligible: CHEM 245, 246, and 247; and GEOSCI 156 

c. QR1: ASTRO 160 

3. Four requests were deferred pending additional information: ENGLISH 232, 258, 292, and 293. 

The meeting was adjourned at 4:55 pm. 

NEXT MEETING: DISCUSSION 
                                   October 12, 2010 
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To:   LSA Curriculum Committee 
From:   James Paul Holloway, Associate Dean 

Brian Gilchrist, Ph.D. 
  Co-Director Multidisciplinary Design Program 

Professor Department of Electrical Engineering and Computer Science 
Professor Department of Atmospheric, Oceanic and Space Science 

 
Date:  8/31/10 
Re:  Approval of the Multidisciplinary Design Minor for LSA Students 
 
Message: 
In compliance with the LSA Curriculum Committee procedures, the Associate Dean for 
Undergraduate Education (College of Engineering) is seeking approval from this committee 
to offer the Multidisciplinary Design Minor as an option for students seeking a degree in the 
College of LSA.  This minor is currently in place for the College of Engineering (CoE) and 
School of Art and Design (A&D) students.  
 
 
Anticipated Student Interest 
While a minor would be open to all qualified students in LSA, it expected to be of interest 
primarily to students in Life Sciences, Physical Sciences, and Mathematics. The 
Multidisciplinary Design Minor promotes a wide range of experiential, project-based 
opportunities that engage areas of broad interest, e.g. the environment, sustainability, 
social service, global health, space exploration, etc.  
 
There are many existing student organizations and competition teams that serve as a base 
for multidisciplinary interactions such as Synthetic Biology Team, BLUELab, Solar Car, 
Biogas Team, Student Space System Fabrication Lab, Human Powered Sub, and many 
others. There are also faculty research endeavors where a multidisciplinary project is 
organized in conjunction with the faculty research.  
 
Currently, LSA students from a number of different programs are an integral part of MD 
projects and teams, including: Mathematics, Interdisciplinary Physics, Economics, 
Informatics, Mathematical Biology, Neuroscience, Biochemistry, CMB, EEB, and MCDB.  
Many LSA students also currently participate in the Multidisciplinary Design Program, an 
umbrella organization that supports the MD Minor, as well as provides workshops, seminars, 
team advising and funding.  
 
There are approximately 70 students involved or recently graduated in the MD Program.  
We currently have three LSA students participating fully in the MD Minor: Global Health 
Design Specialization activity but without receiving credit for the minor, and four more LSA 
students who have requested admittance to this minor. We expect that there will be many 
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others.  To support these students and encourage greater interactions between CoE and 
LSA students on multidisciplinary projects, we believe that MD Minor would be a valuable 
educational experience for LSA students. 
  
 
 
 
Multidisciplinary Design Minor Structure 
The minor uses established classes offered by CoE, LSA and A&D.  It is possible in many 
cases for to take 6 of the 15 credits within LSA.  
 
The minor consists of 15 credits and is constructed as follows:  
 

A. 2 credits (or more) of introductory “Design, Build, Test” (DBT) experience  
This provides students with a foundation in the experience of creating solutions for a 
specified problem.   DBT projects typically require (1) problem definition based on 
qualitative and/or quantitative requirements, (2) generation of creative solution 
concepts, (3) analysis of the quality of proposed concepts, (4) selection and 
optimization of a final concept, 5) evaluations of the final concept through the 
creation (building, synthesizing, or selective propagation) and testing/evaluation of 
prototypes or virtual models, and 6) iteration and/or detailed recommendation for 
improvement of the final concept based on the lessons learned from steps 1 through 
5.  
 

Approved Examples Include: 
CoE - appropriate sections of ENG 100, AOSS 280, ME 250 
LSA  - Bio 173 and MCDB 306 

 
Other courses considered upon request. 

 
B. 3 credits (or more) of “cornerstone” coursework  

This serves to prepare the student in breadth for his or her multi-semester project 
work.  The Minor in Multidisciplinary Design is best served if the cornerstone 
experience meets the needs of the project and goes beyond the nominal preparation 
associated with the student’s major discipline.  Therefore the student must identify a 
cornerstone course, outside the set of his or her required classes (including outside 
the College of Engineering, e.g. LSA), which will serve to prepare the student for 
their specific project work.    

 
• This course is to be taken prior to completing the final 3 credits of project work and 

should be identified prior to or during the project scoping exercise (see section C 
below).  Course choice is specific to design projects and chosen for each individual 
student.  
 

• Specializations of the minor can require students to take a specific cornerstone class 
that is particularly relevant to the design challenge they are pursuing. For example, 
the Global Health Design Specialization required all of the 09-11 cohorts take one of 
the following LSA courses: 
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WOMESTD 365 Global Perspectives in Gender, Health, and Reproduction  
WOMESTD 112 Issues in Gender and Health  
WOMESTD 220 Perspectives in Women’s Health 

 
 

C. 7 credits (or more) of multidisciplinary design project work  
A “Multidisciplinary Design Project” is operationally defined as a design project 
containing a significant engagement and interaction of students, faculty, or course 
projects from three distinct disciplines.  Ideally one of these disciplines is outside the 
College of Engineering.   Students must be prepared for these projects to be 
extensive, often involving co-curricular (non-graded) and extra-curricular activities. 

 
• Ideally this project features consecutive semesters of in-depth work on the same 

design project. 
 

• These credits cannot all be taken in the same semester.    
 

• The project work can occur within departmental design courses (e.g., ME 450 and 
EECS 430), independent study courses (e.g., ME 490), or in the ENG curriculum 
(e.g., ENG 355, ENG 455, and/or ENG 450)1.    

 

• Prior or at the beginning of this multi-semester project experience, the student must 
complete a thoughtful project scoping exercise that details the project objectives, 
approach to completing the objectives and how the student intends to contribute his 
or her expertise to the completion of the project.  Courses the student plans to take 
to complete the minor should also be identified at this time.  

 
D. Completion of at least 2 credits of formal leadership and/or mentorship 

activities within the Multidisciplinary Design program.   
 

This requirement is presently fulfilled by independent study ENG 456 typically 
supervised by the research faculty member who also supervises the 7 credits of 
design project work.  

 
 
 
In addition to the normal rules for a CoE minor, the following rules apply to the Minor in 
Multidisciplinary Design: 

• Transfer credit may not be used to fulfill the multidisciplinary design project course 
requirement (item C above) or the mentorship/leadership course requirement (item 
D above). 

• Only the 2-credit mentorship/leadership course can be fulfilled by taking a pass-fail 
course. 

• The Advisory Committee of the Multidisciplinary Design Program is responsible for 
approving any variance in course requirements for a minor.  Such variances are 
usually proposed by the student.   

 
The current CoE Bulletin description follows this document.   

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
1 Co-ops and research projects can be considered if they reflect the spirit of the program 
and are appropriately reflected in graded coursework.	  	  
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Accessibility, Support and Advising 
 
The minor coursework uses established classes in place for CoE and LSA, and uses current 
faculty advisors, so no special resource issues exist. The coursework is not concentrated in 
a single course, so we don’t foresee any capacity issues.  
 
Advising for interested or declared students will be handled through the Multidisciplinary 
Design Program Office utilizing the MD Program staff and Academic Advisory Council. Our 
advising program staff will maintain records and audit completion of the minor.  

 
Specializations 
 
The MD Minor allows specializations as optional themes within the minor that reflect specific 
project types, and allow students to have the nature of their multidisciplinary design 
experience reflected on a transcript.  Specializations of the minor do not represent a new 
minor.  There are currently two specializations: Global Health, and Social Innovation. The 
CoE curriculum committee allows the MD program, and the CoE Dean’s office asks the 
registrar to add them to student transcripts via a subplan of type specialization.   We would 
request that LSA allow this mechanism for approving specializations of the Minor, so that in 
effect the LSA curriculum committee would approve the MD minor and any current and 
future specializations of the minor. 

 
Conclusion  
We hope that you will see this proposed minor as a valuable new educational opportunity for 
LSA students and will approve it for the earliest possible effective date.  We propose to use 
the same language and rules as the CoE program (this follows on the next two pages) with 
the exception that all courses must be taken for a letter grade to bring the program into line 
with other LSA minor program requirements.  
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Multidisciplinary Design Minor  
Undergraduate students enrolled in a College of Engineering degree program can benefit from practical 
experience designing technology systems in collaboration with students from other disciplines both inside and 
outside of engineering. This experience requires students to apply their developing disciplinary skills to projects 
that also require broader multidisciplinary concepts and approaches. This will expose participating students to 
systems engineering concepts and will help them succeed in the fast-paced, global and entrepreneurial market 
for graduate students and professionals in the 21st century. A Minor in Multidisciplinary Design requires 
students to exercise their acquired disciplinary expertise in the context of a significant multi-semester team 
design-build-test project. This project must be multidisciplinary and involve concepts and approaches from at 
least two other disciplines to be completed successfully. The projects closely follow the following elements or 
steps:  

1. problem definition based on qualitative and/or quantitative requirements,  
2. generation of creative solution concepts,  
3. analysis of the quality of proposed concepts,  
4. selection and optimization of a final concept,  
5. evaluation of the final concept through the building and  
6. testing of prototypes in realistic settings (or virtual models with models of the applicable environment), 

and iteration and/or detailed recommendation for improvement of the final concept based on the 
lessons learned from Steps 1 through 5. 	  	  

 
These design projects are conducted during or after the student has taken a defined set of preparatory courses 
and ideally feature a meaningful connection with at least one discipline outside of engineering. The Minor in 
Multidisciplinary Design is comprised of 15 credits, and specializations of this minor can be sponsored by 
individual faculty, groups of faculty or by the Office of the Associate Dean for Undergraduate Education for 
the purpose of supporting cross-departmental or cross-college programs. For example, specializations that have 
been proposed or are being implemented included Space Systems, Environmental Sustainability, Service 
Learning, and Vehicle Systems.  
 
Multidisciplinary Design Minor Program Requirements  
A Minor in Multidisciplinary Design is granted after completion at least 15 credit hours of coursework, 
including at least two upper division courses, distributed as follows :  

A. Completion of at least 2 credits of introductory “Design, Build, Test” (DBT) experience.  

B. Completion of at least 3 credits of “cornerstone” coursework that serves to prepare the student in depth for 
his or her multi-semester project work. • The Minor in Multidisciplinary Design is best served if the 
cornerstone experience meets the needs of the project and exceeds the nominal preparation associated with the 
student’s major discipline. Therefore the student must identify a cornerstone course, outside the set of his or 
her required classes, which will serve to prepare the student for their specific project work. • This course is to be 
taken prior to completing the final 3 credits of project work and should be identified during the project scoping 
exercise (see item C below). • Specializations can require students to take a specific cornerstone class.  
C. Completion of at least 7 credits of multidisciplinary design project work. • A “multidisciplinary design 
project” is operationally defined as a design project containing a significant engagement and integration of 
students, faculty, or course projects from three distinct disciplines. Ideally one of these disciplines is outside the 
College of Engineering. Students must be prepared for these projects to be extensive, often involving co-
curricular (non-graded) and extra-curricular activities. Ideally this project features consecutive semesters of  
in-depth work on the same design project. • These credits cannot all be taken in the same semester. • The 
project work can occur within departmental design courses, independent study courses, or in the  
ENG curriculum. Co-ops and research projects can be considered if they reflect the spirit of the program  
and are appropriately reflected in graded coursework. • Prior or at the beginning of this multi-semester team 
project experience, the student must complete a thoughtful project scoping exercise that defines the project 
objectives, approach to completing the objectives, and how the student intends to contribute his or her 
expertise to the completion of the project. At this time, the student needs to identify courses he or she plans to 

95



take to complete the minor. 
D. Completion of at least 2 credits of formal leadership and/or mentorship activities within the 
Multidisciplinary Design program.  
 
Completion of the minimum credit hours for each category A-D adds up to 14 credit hours; therefore the 
student needs at least one extra credit hour in one of the categories. In addition to the normal rules for a CoE 
minor, the following rules apply to the Multidisciplinary Design Minor:  
 
1. Transfer credit may not be used to fulfill the multidisciplinary design project course requirement (item C 
above) or the mentorship/leadership course requirement (item D above).  
2. Only the 2-credit mentorship and leadership requirement can be fulfilled by taking Pass/Fail courses.  
3. The Advisory Committee of the Multidisciplinary Design Minor Program is responsible for approving any 
variance in course requirements for a minor.  

 
Students interested in this minor should contact the Multidisciplinary Design Minor Program Advisor for 
further information and counseling. A detailed description of the minor and its specializations will be available 
on the College of Engineering web page under http://www.engin.umich.edu/minors/	  
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RACE & ETHNICITY SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT  
LSA CURRICULUM COMMITTEE 

October 5, 2010 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
The R&E Subcommittee recommends the following actions regarding R&E proposals: 
 
APPROVE (1) 
 
Recertification / Blanket 
 
1. ANTHRCUL 314 / AMCULT 313. Cuba and Its Diaspora. Professor Ruth Behar. F10 

This class opens with a historical presentation of the social concept of race as it has played out in Cuban 
history from the last days of the Spanish colony, through the United States intervention in the Cuban war for 
independence, to the 1959 Revolution. Racism directed at Africans began with the economic institution of 
plantation slavery that was introduced in Cuba by the Spanish in the early 1500s. Yet the racial system that 
developed in Cuba, with its notable incorporation of Afro-Cuban culture into definitions of Cuban ethnicity, 
strikes many U.S. observers as “more tolerant” and “flexible” than the system in our country.  After the 
Revolution, with its focus on redefining Cuban ethnicity, questions of the legacy of racial discrimination on 
the island (which could be conveniently assigned to U.S. interference in Cuban affairs), ethnicity and 
citizenship (and their meaning in a revolutionary context), and gender (with the contradictions between the 
male domination of revolutionary politics and the Revolution’s promise of an end to all forms of social 
inequality) are prominent.  The Revolution also led to a widespread Cuban diaspora, in the U.S. and around 
the world.  Cubans in the diaspora face questions of inequality and discrimination on a daily basis, both 
within their own ranks (What does “Cuban” mean? What is the meaning of race and gender in the definition 
of a Cuban ethnicity?) and in their relations with non-Cubans in the United States and other countries.  These 
are the key questions around which this entire course is structured. 

 

 
APPROVE (1) 
 
New Proposal / Blanket 
 
 
 
2. JUDAIC 250 / HJCS 250 / SAC 250.  Jewish Film: Race, Ethnicity, and Nationality. Assistant Professor 

Maya Barzilai. W11. 
Jewish film provides an excellent case study from the examination of ethnic and racial stereotyping and 
intolerance in the modern world.  Created in an era of historical upheaval –the racial persecution around 
World War II, Jewish immigration before and after the war, and the foundation of the State of Israel – films 
about and by Jews had a stake in these events and could be used to counter or else promote racial ideologies.  
Taking into consideration the aesthetic qualities of these films as well as the historical, political, and cultural 
context for their production and reception, this course focuses on the construction and performance of racial 
and ethnic identities in and through film.  The course examines the notions of the modern “Jew” and of 
modern “Jewishness,” considering the implications of representing Jews on the screen as members of a 
religion, an ethnicity, a race, and/or as a nation.  Because the course deals primarily with visual imagery, it 
allows students to consider how these different perspectives on Jewish identity are externalized and 
performed, turned into moving images, all with the help of the actors’ bodies and modern film technology. 
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DEFER (1) 
 
New Proposal / Topic-Specific 
 
3. English 319. Literature and Social Change: What Difference Can a Story Make? Professor Alisse 

Portnoy. W11 
What role do stories play in large- and small-scale social change? Can a story inspire change? Are 
stories perhaps the only route to deeply rooted, sustainable social change? We’ll use as our arenas for 
inquiry some of the most significant civil rights movements in our lifetimes (for example, black 
freedom, LGBTQ, women’s, and disability movements), and we’re going to read, listen to, and watch 
popular books, movies, and songs. Our primary aim will be to figure out, in fairly concrete ways, how 
stories alter people’s beliefs about people and the worlds in which we live, such that sometimes our 
worlds really do become better, more just, more tolerant, more accepting places. We’ll explore 
meanings of race, ethnicity, nationhood, ability, gender, class, and sexual orientation; sources of 
inequalities and intolerances; and comparisons of discriminations in the United States as we read 
books including Giovanni’s Room, Rubyfruit Jungle, The Left Hand of Darkness, Motherless 
Brooklyn, Dreamer: A Novel, Mankiller: A Chief and Her People, Free to Be You and Me; songs by 
artists including Bob Dylan and Joan Baez, and movies including Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner, 
Advise and Consent, and Milk. Work for the course includes active participation in discussion and 
writing workshops and three essays.  
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Modification to BBCS concentration course group names under Gateway Requirement: 
 
 
Current group names 

1.    Gateway Requirement: At least one course from each of the groups below. Only one course from 

each group may be used toward either the prerequisite or concentration credits. 

 

Group Course 

Group I. PSYCH 230 or 335. 

Group II. PSYCH 240 or 345. 

Group III. PSYCH 250, 260, 270, 280, or 290. 
 
 
Revised group names: 

 
 
Group     Course 
 

Biopsychology Group  PSYCH 230 or 335 

Cognitive Group  PSYCH 240 or 345 

Social Science Group  PSYCH 250, 260, 270, 280, or 290 
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PROPOSAL TO MODIFY AN EXISTING CONCENTRATION/PROGRAM  

 

Department: Mathematics 

Name of Concentration: Honors Mathematics 
Term changes should become effective: Fall 2010 

Date Submitted: August 3, 2010 

 
Enter Current Requirements Modified Requirements (type “same” if no changes) 

Min # credits   

Prereqs   

Required 
courses 
(include min # 
at upper-level) 

Students intending an Honors 
concentration are strongly advised to 
take one of the Honors introductory 
sequences MATH 156-256, (174, 175 
or 185)-286 or 295-396, or some 
combination of these three. The 
sequence of MATH 295-396 is very 
theoretical. Eight credits of PHYSICS 
and familiarity with a high-level 
computer language are strongly 
recommended. 

The Honors concentration program 
must include at least nine courses: (A) 
four basic courses, (B) four elective 
courses, and (C) one cognate course 
as described below. 

A. The basic courses consist of one from each 
of groups 1, 2, 3, and 4 or groups 1, 2, 5, 
and 6 below:  
1. Linear Algebra: MATH 513 
2. Analysis: MATH 451 
3. Modern Algebra: MATH 512 
4. Geometry/Topology: MATH 433, 490, 

531, 532, or 590 
5. Probability: MATH 525 
6. Differential Equations: MATH 404, 454, 

556, 557, 558 

Students who complete MATH 295-296, with 
a grade of at least a C- are exempt from 
MATH 451. If you complete MATH 295-395, 
with a grade of at least a C- you are exempt 
from MATH 513. 

Students intending an Honors concentration 
are strongly advised to take one of the 
Honors introductory sequences MATH 156-
256, (174, 175-286, 185-286 or 295-396, or 
some combination of these four. The 
sequence of MATH 295-396 is very 
theoretical. Eight credits of PHYSICS and 
familiarity with a high-level computer 
language are strongly recommended. 

The Honors concentration program must 
include at least nine courses: (A) four basic 
courses, (B) four elective courses, and (C) 
one cognate course as described below. 

A. The basic courses consist of one from each of 
groups 1, 2, 3, and 4 or groups 1, 2, 5, and 6 
below, completed with a grade of at least C-:  
1. Linear Algebra: MATH 513 
2. Analysis: MATH 451 
3. Modern Algebra: MATH 512 
4. Geometry/Topology: MATH 433, 490, 531, 

532, or 590 
5. Probability: MATH 525 
6. Differential Equations: MATH 404, 454, 556, 

557, 558 

Students who complete MATH 295-296, with a 
grade of at least a C- are exempt from MATH 451. 
If you complete MATH 295-395, with a grade of at 
least a C- you are exempt from MATH 513. 

 

 
We would like to remove 174 from the second paragraph under Honors, 
because we rarely run that course, and then would like to re-word that 
sentence as shown for clarity.  The basic courses must be completed with a 
grade of at least a C-. 
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UPDATE TO INTERNATIONAL STUDIES CONCENTRATION COURSE LIST 
New courses to add to the international studies concentration course list. All have been approved by department chairs. 

 
International Security, Norms & Cooperation Term 

AAPTIS 244/HISTORY 244/HJCS 244/JUDAIC 244/MENAS 244: The Arab-Jewish Conflict in the Middle East, c. 1880 to the Present F 

AAPTIS 368/AMCULT 368/WOMENSTD 368: Women and War in the Middle East W 
AMCULT 368/AAPTIS 368/WOMENSTD 368: Women and War in the Middle East W 
AMCULT 498: Humanities Approaches to American Culture, section titled “Why Do They Hate Us: Perspectives on 9/11” F 

ENGLISH 407: Topics in English Language and Literature, section titled “Literature and Human Rights” W 
ENVIRON 490/POLSCI 463: War and the Environment: A Lethal Reciprocity W 
HISTORY 224/PUBPOL 224: Global Nuclear Proliferation F 
HISTORY 244/AAPTIS 244/HJCS 244/JUDAIC 244/MENAS 244: The Arab-Jewish Conflict in the Middle East, c. 1880 to the Present F 

HISTORY 360: September 11 F 
HJCS 244/HISTORY 244/AAPTIS 244/JUDAIC 244/MENAS 244: The Arab-Jewish Conflict in the Middle East, c. 1880 to the Present F 

JUDAIC 244/HISTORY 244/AAPTIS 244/HJCS 244/MENAS 244: The Arab-Jewish Conflict in the Middle East, c. 1880 to the Present F 

MENAS 244/HISTORY 244/AAPTIS 244/HJCS 244/JUDAIC 244: The Arab-Jewish Conflict in the Middle East, c. 1880 to the Present F 

POLSCI 463/ENVIRON 490: War and the Environment: A Lethal Reciprocity W 
POLSCI 341: Comparative Politics of Developed Democracies F 

POLSCI 462: Strategic Interaction in World Politics W 
POLSCI 497: Undergraduate Seminar in Comparative and Foreign Governments, section titled  

“Comparative Perspectives: Religion, Violence, Rights and Peace Making” F 
PSYCH 393: Political Psychology F 

PSYCH 401: Special Problems in Psychology as Social Science, section titled “Psychological Aspects of War and Peace” W 
PUBPOL 224/HISTORY 224: Global Nuclear Proliferation F 
RCSSCI 360: Social Science Junior Seminar, section titled “Global Justice: Social Theory and Practice” W 
SOC 350: Human Rights in the United Nations W 
SOC 495: Topics in Sociology, section titled “Citizenship and Human Rights”   F & W 

SOC 450: Political Sociology W 
SOC 457: Sociology of Nationalism F 

WOMENSTD 368/AMCULT 368/AAPTIS 368: Women and War in the Middle East W 
 
Political Economy & Development 
ECON 370/ENVIRON 375: Environmental and Resource Economics  W 
ECON 442: International Finance W 
ECON 471/NRE 571: Environmental Economics F 

ENVIRON 375/ECON 370: Environmental and Resource Economics  W 
NRE 571/ECON 471: Environmental Economics F 

STRATEGY 310: The World Economy F 
STRATEGY 361: International Management F&W 
 
Global Environment & Health 
ANTHRCUL 256/ENVIRON 256: Culture, Adaptation, and Environment W 
ANTHRCUL 327/RCSSCI 327: Critical Theory in Medicine and Healing F 
ANTHRCUL 325/WOMENSTD 324: Childbirth & Culture F 
ECON 471/NRE 571: Environmental Economics F 
EEB 315/ENVIRON 315: The Ecology and Evolution of Infectious Diseases W 
EHS 588/ENVIRON 475/NRE 475: Environmental Law W 
ENVIRON 211: Social Sciences and Environmental Problems          W 
ENVIRON 256/ANTHRCUL 256: Culture, Adaptation, and Environment W 
ENVIRON 306: Global Water F 

ENVIRON 315/EEB 315: The Ecology and Evolution of Infectious Diseases W 
ENVIRON 475/EHS 588/NRE 475: Environmental Law W 
NRE 475/EHS 588/ENVIRON 475: Environmental Law W 
NRE 571/ECON 471: Environmental Economics F 

RCSSCI 327/ANTHRCUL 327: Critical Theory in Medicine and Healing F 
SOC 475: Introduction to Medical Sociology W 
WOMENSTD 324/ANTHRCUL 325: Childbirth & Culture F 
WOMENSTD 412: Reproductive Health Policy in a Global Context       W 
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Comparative Culture & Identity 
AAPTIS 340/HISTORY 340/ASIAN 340/MENAS 340/REEES 340: From Genghis Khan to the Taliban: Modern Central Asia W 
AAPTIS 495/HISTORY 429/RELIGION 496/WOMENSTD 471: Gender and Sexuality in Pre-Modern Islam F 
ANTHRCUL 256/ENVIRON 256: Culture, Adaptation, and Environment W  
ANTHRCUL 300: Doing Ethnography in Havana and in Cuba W 
ANTHRCUL 317/REEES 397: Eastern Europe in Transformation W 
ANTHRCUL 325/WOMENSTD 324: Childbirth & Culture F 
ANTHRCUL 330: Culture, Thought, and Meaning F 
ANTHRCUL 347/CAAS 420: Race and Ethnicity W 
ANTHRCUL 411/CAAS 422: African Culture W 
ANTHRCUL 447: Culture, Racism, and Human Nature W 
ASIAN 340/HISTORY 340/AAPTIS 340/MENAS 340/REEES 340: From Genghis Khan to the Taliban: Modern Central Asia W 
CAAS 420/ANTHRCUL 347: Race and Ethnicity W 
CAAS 422/ANTHRCUL 411: African Culture W 
COMPLIT 322: Translating World Literatures F 
ENGLISH 407: Topics in English Language and Literature, section titled “Literature and Human Rights” W 

ENVIRON 256/ANTHRCUL 256: Culture, Adaptation, and Environment W 
GERMAN 402/HISTORY 417: Twentieth-Century German and European Thought W 
GTBOOKS 291: Great Books of Modern Literature F 
HISTORY 340/AAPTIS 340/ASIAN 340/MENAS 340/REEES 340: From Genghis Khan to the Taliban: Modern Central Asia W 
HISTORY 372/WOMENSTD 372: Women and Gender in European History W 
HISTORY 417/GERMAN 402: Twentieth-Century German and European Thought W 
HISTORY 429/AAPTIS 495/RELIGION 496/WOMENSTD 471: Gender and Sexuality in Pre-Modern Islam F 
HISTORY 435/JUDAIC 435/RUSSIAN 435: Cultural History of Russian Jews through Literature and the Arts:  W 
JUDAIC 435/HISTORY 435/RUSSIAN 435: Cultural History of Russian Jews through Literature and the Arts:  W 
MENAS 340/HISTORY 340/AAPTIS 340/ASIAN 340/REEES 340: From Genghis Khan to the Taliban: Modern Central Asia W 
POLSCI 341: Comparative Politics of Developed Democracies F 
POLSCI 497: Undergraduate Seminar in Comparative and Foreign Governments, section titled “Comparative Perspectives: Religion, 

Violence, Rights and Peace Making”  F 
RELIGION 496/HISTORY 429/AAPTIS 495/WOMENSTD 471: Gender and Sexuality in Pre-Modern Islam F 
REEES 340/HISTORY 340/AAPTIS 340/ASIAN 340/MENAS 340: From Genghis Khan to the Taliban: Modern Central Asia W 
REEES 397/ANTHRCUL 317: Eastern Europe in Transformation W 
RCSSCI 360: Social Science Junior Seminar, section titled “Global Justice: Social Theory and Practice”  W 

RUSSIAN 435/HISTORY 435/JUDAIC 435: Cultural History of Russian Jews through Literature and the Arts:  W 
SAC 441: National Cinemas W 
SOC 415: Culture and Consumption F 
WOMENSTD 324/ANTHRCUL 325: Childbirth & Culture F 
WOMENSTD 345: Special Topics in Gender in a Global Context W 
WOMENSTD 357: Feminist Practices in a Global Context W 
WOMENSTD 372/HISTORY 372: Women and Gender in European History W 
WOMENSTD 471/HISTORY 429/AAPTIS 495/RELIGION 496: Gender and Sexuality in Pre-Modern Islam F 
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PROPOSAL TO MODIFY AN EXISTING CONCENTRATION/PROGRAM  
 

Department/Unit:   ____Latina/o Studies Program___________________________ 
Name of Concentration: ___  Latina/o Studies Concentration_____________________ 
Effective Term:   ____Winter 2011_____________________________________ 
Date Submitted:   ____May 20, 2010____________________________________ 

                     Current Requirements Modified Requirements (type same if no changes) 

Min # credits 33 (not counting pre-reqs) 27 (not counting pre-reqs) 

Prereqs AMCULT 213 (Intro to Latino Studies) 
SPANISH 290/AMCULT 224 (Spanish for US 
Latino/as) (include waiver form)  
For non-Latino students, equivalency of SPANISH 
275 or 276 or Waiver  

AMCULT 213 (Introduction to Latino Studies) 

Language 
Requirement 

Latina/o Studies concentrators must prove 
competency in Spanish. They can do this either by 
enrolling in SPANISH 290 / AMCULT 224, 
“Spanish for U.S. Latina/os,” (4 credits) or by 
proving equivalency at the SPANISH 275/276 level; 
or equivalency in PORTUG 232 or 415. Spanish 
native speakers who have enrolled in upper-level 
Spanish courses and complete them successfully 
may have this requirement waived by passing a 
proficiency interview and having a waiver form 
signed.  

   All concentrators must satisfy 4th term     
   proficiency in Spanish or another relevant  
   language approved by the Program Advisor.   

Required 
courses 
(state minimum 
# of credits for 
upper-level 
courses) 

AMCULT 312 or 315, History of U.S. Latinos 

AMCULT 243, Latinas in the United States 

AMCULT 327, Latino/Latina Literature in the United 
States 

AMCULT 381, Latinas/os and the Media 

Three credits of community-service learning in a 
Latino context. Courses may be chosen from among 
the following: AMCULT 309, 219, 404, 425; SOC 
404, 389; PSYCH 401; or WOMENSTD 425. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

***Three credits (one course) in a course that 
focuses on race and racialization in the 
Americas: AMCULT 399, 498, or 351 

Students are required to take ONE 3 credit course that 
focuses on Latinos in the US in each of the following areas. 
The courses listed below are regularly offered through 
Latina/o Studies, but students are free to use other courses 
pending approval from the Program Advisor. 

History and Society 
AMCULT 205, Latina/o Religions & Cultures 
AMCULT 315 or 312, History of U.S. Latinos  
AMCULT 301, Topics in Chicana/o History 
AMCULT 226, The Latin Tinge: Latin Music in Social 
Context in Latin America and the U.S. 
AMCULT 304, American Immigration 
AMCULT 313, Cuba and its Diaspora  

Gender and Sexuality 
AMCULT 243, Latinas in the United States 
WOMENSTD 293, Women of Color 

Language & the Arts 
AMCULT 327, Latino/Latina Literature in the US 

Media & Popular Culture 
AMCULT 381, Latinas/os and the Media 
AMCULT 226 The Latin Tinge 
AMCULT 380: Studies in Transnational Media 
AMCULT 420 Latin American & Latino/a Film Studies 

Community Service Learning  
Students may choose from the following courses taught 
in a Latino context: AMCULT 309, 388, 219, 425 
SPANISH 428; RCCORE 309.006; SOC 389; 
PSYCH 401; or WOMENSTD 425 
 

***NO LONGER REQUIRED 
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PROPOSAL TO MODIFY AN EXISTING CONCENTRATION/PROGRAM  
 
Department: Mathematics  
Name of Concentration: Mathematical Sciences Program 
Term changes should become effective: Fall 2010 
Date Submitted: August 3, 2010 
 

Complete all applicable fields for a concentration/program modification. Attach additional pages if needed. 

Enter Current Requirements Modified Requirements (type “same” if no changes) 

Min # credits   

Prereqs 
Prerequisite to concentration in 
Mathematical Sciences is one of the 
sequences MATH 215-217, 255-217, 
285-217, or 395-396. Students who 
have completed one of the sequences 
255-256 or 285-286 may substitute 
Math 513 for Math 217. In addition, 
students must acquire a working 
knowledge of a high-level computer 
language (e.g., Fortran, C, or C++) at 
a level equivalent to the completion of 
EECS 183. For those not pursuing 
either a Physics concentration or a 
Physics minor, PHYSICS 140-141 and 
240-241 are required for the 
Numerical and Applied Analysis and 
Mathematical Physics options and 
strongly recommended for the other 
options.  Some of the options have 
additional requirements as noted 
below. 

Prerequisite to concentration in 
Mathematical Sciences is one of the 
sequences MATH 215-217, 255-217, 285-
217, or 295-296. Students who have 
completed one of the sequences 255-256 or 
285-286 may substitute Math 513 for Math 
217. In addition, students must acquire a 
working knowledge of a high-level computer 
language (e.g., Fortran, C, or C++) at a level 
equivalent to the completion of EECS 183. 
For those not pursuing either a Physics 
concentration or a Physics minor, PHYSICS 
140-141 and 240-241 are required for the 
Numerical and Applied Analysis and 
Mathematical Physics options and strongly 
recommended for the other options.  Some 
of the options have additional requirements 
as noted below. 

 

 
 
MATH 295 is the entry into the Honors Mathematics course sequence, not 395. 
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The University of Michigan 
Department of Molecular, Cellular, & Developmental Biology 
Kenneth Cadigan, Ph. D 
Professor 
Associate Chair for Undergraduate Curriculum 
830 N. University Ave.  3028D Natural Science Building 
Ann Arbor, Michigan  48109-1048 
E-mail: cadigan@umich.edu; Tel: (734) 936-3246, Fax: (734) 647-0884  

 
 

To: Pam Rinker 
LSA Undergraduate Education 
2242 LSA 1382 
 
 
Dear Pam, 
 
 
This memo accompanies the proposal to modify an existing concentration form that you sent me.  
I would like to explain why the Neuroscience Steering Committee and I agree that the proposed 
changes to the Neuroscience concentration plan will benefit our majors and help them complete 
the requirements while still maintaining the high standards of the concentration. 
 
The Neuroscience concentration currently requires introductory biology and the organic 
chemistry series as prerequisites.  There are also four core courses, two lab courses (of at least 5 
credits) and two courses fulfilling a Quantitative cognate requirement.  The proposed changes do 
not effect these requirements.  The last requirement is six courses (for a minimum of 18 credits) 
from a list of electives.  In the existing concentration plan, these courses are divided into four 
groups.  Group A are large lecture courses from Biology, MCDB and Psychology.  Group B1 are 
400 level MCDB courses focused on Neuroscience.  Group B2 are 300 and (mostly) 400 level 
Biopsych courses.  Group C are additional MCDB, EEB, PSYCH and STATS courses that are 
peripherally related to neuroscience.  Students are currently required to take at one least Group A 
course (and no more than two), at least three and up to five Group B courses, with at least one 
from Group B1 and one B2.  One Group C course was allowed.  In the revision, this requirement 
remains six courses for at least 18 credits, but Group A courses have been moved to either the 
old Group B1, B2 or C, depending on their subject matter.  The old Group B1 is now called 
Group A, B2 is now called Group B and Group C retains the same name.  At least two courses 
must come from Groups A and B, and up to two Group C courses can now be taken. 
 
We think this reorganization will improve the concentration in three ways: 
 

1) It reduces the complexity of the list of requirements, reducing the six electives to three 
groups instead of four. In addition, the number of courses in each group that can be taken 
will be less confusing.  

 
2) Allowing students to take two Group C courses will take some pressure off of the small 

enrollment 400 level MCDB and PSYCH courses.  Because of the still increasing size of 
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this concentration (currently at 315 majors, approximately a 10% increase from this time 
last year), some small enrollment Group B1 and B2 courses had larger than desired 
enrollments in AY 09-10.  We are addressing this issue by making sure there are enough 
Group B1(A) and B2(B) courses offered each term, since courses organized around a 
discussion format and student presentations benefit from smaller class sizes.  Allowing 
students to take two Group C courses will also reduce enrollment pressure on the B1/A 
and B2/B courses, as well as increase the flexibility that students would have in making a 
course plan for completing the concentration. 

 
3) With the current requirements, some Neuroscience concentrators stick to one or the other 

extreme of the electives, taking only one Psychology or one MCDB course among the six 
electives.  The revised concentration plan will ensure that Neuro majors take at least two 
electives from each department (which is what the majority already do), which reflects 
the original academic mission of the concentration, i.e., to fuse basic cell and molecular 
neuroscience with biopsychology. 

 
I hope this memo convinces you that the changes we are proposing are in the best interests of our 
majors, as this popular concentration continues to grow.  If approved, our plan is to advertise the 
changes among the existing majors, but allow them to complete the concentration under either 
the old or new plan for students graduating this year.  We would also allow students graduating 
after May 2011 to continue with the existing concentration requirement if this fit their plans.  
Since the major motivation for the changes is to make it easier for students to understand and 
complete the elective requirements, we will not allow the changes to disrupt students already in 
the concentration.  However, my experience as a Neuroscience advisor suggests that most 
students’ plans will not be changed by the reorganization.  
 
Please let me know if you have questions about the proposal. 
 
Regards, 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Kenneth M. Cadigan 
Professor and Associate Chair for Undergraduate Studies 
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PROPOSAL TO MODIFY AN EXISTING CONCENTRATION/PROGRAM  
 

Department/Unit:   _____MCDB & Psychology______________________________________ 
Name of Concentration: _____Neuroscience____________________________________________ 
Effective Term:   _____WINTER 2011____________________________________________ 
Date Submitted:   _______August 29, 2010_________________________________________ 

 

                     Current Requirements Modified Requirements (“same” if no changes) 

Min # credits 36 credits (after prerequisites) same 

Prereqs Biology 171 & 172 (or Bio 195 or Bio 162); 

Chem 210/211/215/216 

same 

Required 
courses 
(state minimum 
# of credits for 
upper-level 
courses) 

Biology 222 

Biology 305 

Psychology 230 

MCDB 310, Chem 351 or Biochem 415 

same 

Subplans/tracks none none 

Electives Six electives of at least 18 credits from four 
groups 

At least one and up to two courses from Group A* 

At least three and up to five courses from Group 
B.  One must be from B1 and one from B1* 

One course may be from Group C* 
 
 

5 credits of laboratory courses 

Two different courses must be chosen; at least 
one must be a D1 Method-Based laboratory* 

 
 

*see Neuroscience concentration plan for the 
course listings of Groups A, B1, B2, C, D1 & D2 

Six electives of at least 18 credits from three 
groups 

At least two courses from Group A** 

At least two courses from Group B** 

 
Up to two courses from Group C** 

 

5 credits of laboratory courses 

Two different courses must be chosen; at 
least one must be a D1 Method-Based 
laboratory* 
 

 
**see revised Neuroscience concentration 
for the courses listings of Groups A, B, C, D1 
& D2 

Cognates Two courses from Group E must be taken to fulfill 
the Quantitative Cognate Requirement 

same 

Advising Concentration advising is provided by MCDB and 
Psychology.  Students are encouraged to seek 
advice from both departments. 

same 

Dept. Honors 
(optional) 

Students wishing to do an Honors thesis must 
submit their proposal to the Neuroscience 
Steering committee for approval 

same 
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PROPOSAL TO MODIFY AN EXISTING CONCENTRATION/PROGRAM  
 

Department/Unit:   _Statistics________________________________________________________ 
Name of Concentration: _Statistics_________________________________________________________ 
Effective Term:   _Fall 2011________________________________________________________ 
Date Submitted:   _______________________________________________________________ 

 
Complete all applicable fields. Also attach revised text for inclusion in LSA Bulletin. 

                     Current Requirements Modified Requirements (type “same” if no changes) 

Min # credits   

Prereqs   

Required 
courses 
(state minimum 
# of credits for 
upper-level 
courses) 

Core STATS courses:  STATS 250/350, 
STATS 425, STATS 426, STATS 500 

Core STATS courses:  STATS 425, STATS 426, 
STATS 500 

Subplans/tracks   

Electives Courses to be selected in prior consultation 
with department advisor (to bring major total 
to 30 credit hours).  May include:  STATS 
404, 408, 449, 489 any 500+level STATS 
courses, and any additional STATS courses 
listed above; 300+ level EECS courses; 
400+ level MATH courses (exceptions:  Math 
417, 420). 

Courses to be selected in prior consultation with 
department advisor (to bring major total to 30 
credit hours).  May include:  STATS 404, 408, 
449, 489 any 500+level STATS courses, and any 
additional STATS courses listed above; 300+ 
level EECS courses; 400+ level MATH courses 
(exceptions:  Math 417, 420).  Introductory 
statistics courses (250, 260, 280, 400, 412, 
ECON 405) receive two elective credits toward 
the concentration. 

Cognates   

Advising   

Exclusions   

Dept. Honors 
(optional) 

  

Other   
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To:   LSA Curriculum Committee 
From:  Residential College 
RE:   Revisions to the requirements and electives of the Crime and Justice Minor 
 
Dear colleagues, 
 
We propose to make two kinds of changes to the requirements for the Crime and Justice Minor: 
 

First, HISTORY 345/RCSSCI 357 – the History and Theory of Punishment – has served as 
one of two core required courses in the minor since its inception.  However, it will not 
be taught again for the next three years (perhaps longer), and no appropriate 
replacement has been found in the LSA’s offerings.  It cannot continue to be required of 
students declaring the minor.  Accordingly, and with the agreement of the Sociology 
chair and associate chair, we will move this course from the Core to the electives list B: 
Disciplinary Perspectives.   Henceforth the Core requirement will be SOC 368 – 
Criminology – only. 
 
Second, we wish to update the electives lists as follows, listing current electives that 
remain active and adding additional electives (permissions of relevant chairs provided): 

 
Category A:  Contexts and Social Perspectives  
 

Remaining: 
CAAS 426 – Urban Redevelopment and Social Justice 
CAAS/SOC 434 – Social Organization of Black Communities 
CAAS 451 – Law, Race, and Historical Process II 
COMM/PSYCH 481 – Media and Violence 
ECON 323/POLSCI 332 – Inequality in the U.S. 
HISTORY/WOMENSTD 375 – A History of Witchcraft 
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Adding: 
CAAS 450 – Law, Race, and Historical Process I 
CAAS 324 – Justice in Africa 
CAAS 420/ANTHRCUL 347 – Race and Ethnicity 
AMCULT 421/SOC 423 – Social Stratification 
PHIL 224 – Global Justice 
ENVIRON 222 – Environmental Justice 
 

 
Category B:  Disciplinary Perspectives   

 
Remaining 
ANTHRCUL 333 – Non-Western Legal Systems 
ECON 327 – Economics of Crime 
PHIL 359 – Law and Philosophy 
POLSCI 317 – Courts, Politics and Society   
SOC 465/PSYCH 488 – Sociological Analysis of Deviance 
SOC 454 – Law and Society 
 
Adding: 
CAAS 248 Crime, Race, and the Law   
ANTHRCUL/WOMENSTD/RCSSCI 428 – Sex Panics 
PHIL 366 – Political Philosophy   
HISTORY 257: Law in the Pre Modern World   
HISTORY 397 secton subtitled: Penal Colonies and Camp Cultures – (Rudi Mrazek) and 
section subtitled War on Crime/War on Drugs (Matt Lassiter) 
HISTORY 477 – History, Law and Social Change (variable instructors) 
HISTORY 345/RCSSCI 357 – History and Theory of Punishment   

 
 
There are no changes in the electives for Category C:  Direct Encounters 
 
 
 
25 July 2010 
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PROPOSAL TO MODIFY AN EXISTING ACADEMIC MINOR  

Department/Unit Mathematics 
Name of Academic Minor Mathematics 
Effective Term   FALL 2011 
Date of Submission  08/03/10 
 

Current Requirements Modified Requirements 
Min # 
credits 

10 same 

Prereqs I. The prerequisite to a Minor in 
Mathematics is one of the sequences 
Math 115-116, 175-176, 185-186, or 295-
296; or Math 156. These all provide a 
thorough grounding in the calculus of 
functions of one variable. Advanced 
Placement credits in Math 120 and 121 
also fulfill the prerequisite requirement.  

same 

Required 
courses 
(state 
minimum 
# of 
credits for 
upper-
level 
courses) 

All courses for the minor program must be 
completed with a grade of at least a C-.  

II. The Minor consists of courses from the 
following two lists.  

• Second-year courses:  
o Multivariable Calculus: Math 

215, 255, or 285  
o Linear Algebra: Math 214, 217, 

417, or 419  
o Differential Equations: Math 

216, 256, or 286  
• Upper-level courses:  

o Analysis/Differential Equations: 
Math 316, 351, 354, 404, 425, 
450, 451, 452, 454, 555  

 

 

All courses for the minor program must be 
completed with a grade of at least a C-.  

III. The Minor consists of courses from the 
following two lists.  

• Second-year courses:   
o Same 

 
 
 
 
 

• Upper-level courses:  
o Analysis/Differential Equations: 

Math 316, 351, 354, 404, 425, 
450, 451, 452, 454, 555  
 

 
 
**The only change is to delete MATH 425 from Analysis/Differential Equations under the  
     upper-level courses option because the course content does not fit that area.  
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LSA Curriculum Committee 
Course Approval Actions 

10/5/2010   

1.
New

Winter 
2011

   

ASIAN 248 / HISTORY 248 / RELIGION 248
Jesus Comes to Asia: Conversion and its Consequences in Asia
(UG Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Deirdre de la Cruz) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This course provides a broad introduction to the study of Christian conversion and its legacy in the regions now known as 
South, East, and Southeast Asia. 

Meets Distr Req: HU

Repeat for Credit? No

Assessment: In addition to student evaluations, the success of this course and its instructor will be measured 
according to how well students have attained the following: (1) general knowledge about the 
geographical, cultural, and religious diversity of the areas where Christianity was introduced (2) the 
critical skills needed to examine Christianity as a historical phenomenon; (3) a basic understanding 
of the relationship between the spread of Christianity to Asia and other forms of global expansion 
such as colonialism; and (4) the ability to identify and discuss some of the major methods and 
consequences of Christian conversion in different locales.

 

2.
New

Winter 
2011

   

ASIANLAN 128
Mastering the Basics of Kanji: Learning Strategies and Orthography
(UG Full 2.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Mayumi Oka) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This course is designed for students who want to learn more about kanji (Chinese characters). It offers two main methods: 
kanji learning strategies and Japanese calligraphy. Together they facilitate the acquisition of kanji and thus supplement kanji 
learning in regular Japanese courses. 

Repeat for Credit? No

Enforced Prereq's: ASIANLAN 125 or 126 with a minimum grade of C-.

Min Grade Req: C-

Assessment: In addition to the components listed under Course Requirements above, two sets of questionnaires 
(one at the beginning and another at the end of the semester) will be given to examine the 
students’ attitudes toward learning kanji as well as their learning methods and any improvement in 
grades in their regular Japanese courses.

 

3.
New

Winter 
2011

   

CHEM 245
Biomedical Analytical Chemistry
(UG Full 2.0, UG Half 2.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This course addresses the principles of analytical chemistry relevant to the practice of modern clinical chemistry 
measurement techniques. These techniques are employed routinely to detect the levels of physiological species in blood and 
urine samples.

Meets Distr Req: NS

Meets Gen Req: BS

Repeat for Credit? No

Advisory Prereq's: CHEM 130 or equivalent. CHEM 245 must be taken concurrently with the accompanying 
lecture/laboratory offerings, CHEM 246/247.

Credit Exclusions: No credit granted to those who have completed or are enrolled in CHEM 241

Assessment: A consistent and sustained enrollment of students who elect to use this class to fulfill their pre-
professional requirements will indicate that we have appropriately identified our target audience. 
We will follow carefully not only who is enrolling, but what their reflections are on this class, for at 
least 2 years, to determine how well we are meeting the interests of this group.

 
BS Eligibility Supporting Statement:
   Automatic with NS distribution.

 

4.
New

Winter 
2011

CHEM 246
Biomedical Analytical Chemistry Laboratory - I
(UG Full 1.0, UG Half 1.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 
Short Course Description:
   The focus of this lecture/laboratory course is training students on the basic laboratory methods used in performing 
quantitative measurements of physiologically important species (glucose, potassium, salicylate, urea, creatinine, etc.) in 
simulated blood and urine samples using electrochemical, spectroscopic and separation techniques.

Meets Distr Req: NS
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Meets Gen Req: BS

Repeat for Credit? No

Advisory Prereq's: CHEM 130 or equivalent. CHEM 246 (LEC/LAB) must be taken concurrently with CHEM 245 and 
CHEM 247.

Credit Exclusions: No credit granted to those who have completed or are enrolled in CHEM 242.

Assessment: A consistent and sustained enrollment of students who elect to use this class to fulfill their pre-
professional requirements will indicate that we have appropriately identified our target audience. 
We will follow carefully not only who is enrolling, but what their reflections are on this class, for at 
least 2 years, to determine how well we are meeting the interests of this group.

 
BS Eligibility Supporting Statement:
   Automatic if approved for NS distribution.

 

5.
New

Winter 
2011

   

CHEM 247
Biomedical Analytical Chemistry Laboratory - II
(UG Full 1.0, UG Half 1.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This lecture/laboratory course focuses on basic laboratory methods used in performing quantitative measurements of 
physiologically important species (glucose, potassium, salicylate, urea, creatinine, etc.), as well as in simulated blood and 
urine samples using electrochemical, spectroscopic and separation techniques.

Meets Distr Req: NS

Meets Gen Req: BS

Repeat for Credit? No

Advisory Prereq's: CHEM 130 or equivalent. CHEM 247 must be taken together with CHEM 245 and CHEM 246.

Credit Exclusions: No credit granted to those who have completed or are enrolled in CHEM 242.

Assessment: A consistent and sustained enrollment of students who elect to use this class to fulfill their pre-
professional requirements will indicate that we have appropriately identified our target audience. 
We will follow carefully not only who is enrolling, but what their reflections are on this class, for at 
least 2 years, to determine how well we are meeting the interests of this group. 

 
BS Eligibility Supporting Statement:
   Automatic if approved for NS distribution.

 

6.
New

Winter 
2011

   

CLCIV 217
Minicourse on the Origins of Medical Terminology
(UG Full 1.0, Grad Full 1.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Benjamin Fortson) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This minicourse introduces students interested in the health-care professions to the origins of modern medical terminology 
from ancient Greek and Latin. The minicourse is designed to boost vocabulary acquisition and facilitate student access to 
current scientific, literary, and cultural discourse on the medical sciences.

Repeat for Credit? No

Assessment: The course instructor(s) will perform exit interviews and obtain feedback from alumni who have 
entered the health-care profession.

 

7.
New

Winter 
2011

   

CLCIV 347
Roman Religion from the Archaic Period to Late Antiquity
(UG Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Celia Schultz, PhD) 
 
Short Course Description:
   We examine cults and rites of ancient Rome, from the archaic period to the end of the fourth century, through the study of 
ancient authors and archaeological remains of sacred sites. 

Repeat for Credit? No

Advisory Prereq's: Prior course work on the Roman world (e.g., CLCIV 102 or 376, HIST 200 or 201)

Assessment: The instructor will solicit midterm student evaluations in order to make adjustments early enough 
to impact learning. The instructor will also pose open-ended questions at the end of the term to ask 
students how well the course met the stated goals.

 

8.
New

Winter 
2011

GEOSCI 156
Coral Reef Dynamics
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 
Short Course Description:

   The biology and ecology of modern reefs are studied, together with the evolution of the reef community and its 
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composition over geologic time. The class investigates the interaction between the organisms living in association with coral 
reefs. It also explores the ways in which our species affect the reefs both directly and indirectly through climate change.

Meets Distr Req: NS

Meets Gen Req: BS

Repeat for Credit? No

Credit Exclusions: No credit granted to those who have completed or are enrolled in GEOSCI 100.

Assessment: Learning assessments are generally handled directly by the faculty instructors.

 
BS Eligibility Supporting Statement:
   Course content is geology, oceanography, and biology.

 

9.
New

Winter 
2011

   

SPANISH 421
Cinema From Spain
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0, Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This topics course presents a thematic approach to Spanish cinema. Depending on faculty expertise, classes may focus on 
a specific period, genre, or topic related to Spanish cinema.

Repeat for Credit? No

Enforced Prereq's: Three courses in Spanish 300 or above (excluding 308); or two RCLANG 324 courses and two 
courses in Spanish 300 or above (excluding 308).

Assessment: The faculty member, working with the Chair of the Spanish Curriculum Committes, will measure 
course effectiveness as follows: 1) a mid-term evaluation, followed by appropriate adjustments to 
the course; and 2) a post-term questionnaire, followed by appropriate changes in the course in 
future terms. In addition, the faculty and Chair of Curriculum will monitor, on an ongoing basis, the 
role of the course within our entire sequence of courses.

 

10.
New

Winter 
2011

   

STDABRD 495
UM/IES at Buenos Aires, Argentina
(UG Full 12.0, UG Half 6.0, Grad Full 12.0, Grad Half 6.0) (Regular) (MLT) (various) 
 
Short Course Description:
   Students study at the IES Abroad Center in downtown Buenos Aires in English or Spanish and also can take a wide range 
of courses in Spanish at local universities. Three levels are offered: Beginning/Intermediate, Advanced, and Advanced 
Honors.

Repeat for Credit? Yes
Max Times Crs Can Be Elected: 2
Max Total Credits: n/a
Elect More Than Once in Same Term? No

Advisory Prereq's: Minimum four semesters of college-level Spanish fulfilled by SPANISH 232, SPANISH 230, RCLANG 
294 or RCLANG 314 or equivalent. For HONORS: Minimum six semesters of college-level Spanish 
fulfilled by SPANISH 275 & 276, RCLANG 324 or equivalent.

Permission To Enroll: Department

Assessment: Successful enrollment and completion rates by a number of students in a wide variety of 
concentrations will be one form of assessment. In addition, the Center for Global and Intercultural 
Study administers both local course evaluations and overall program evaluations to all student 
participants.

 

11.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

ASTRO 160
Introduction to Astrophysics
(UG Full 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Transcript Title Astrophysics Intro Astrophysics 

Credit Exclusions No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in ASTRO 102 

None 

Meets QR Req QR/2 QR/1 

 
QR Supporting Statement:
   ASTRO 160 is our core introductory course for concentrators, and it has been so for many years. We have long been 
remiss in granting only QR/2 credit for this course, which is strongly physics- and math-based. The entire course emphasizes 
understanding of astrophysical phenomena in terms of constructing quantitative, physical models.

 

12. CHEM 241
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Mod
Winter 

2011

   

Introduction to Chemical Analysis
(UG Full 2.0, UG Half 2.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Credit Exclusions None No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in CHEM 245 

 

13.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

CHEM 242
Introduction to Chemical Analysis Laboratory
(UG Full 2.0, UG Half 2.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Credit Exclusions None No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in CHEM 246 or CHEM 247 

 

14.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

HISTORY 450
Japan to 1700
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0, Grad Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Hitomi Tonomura) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Cross-Listing  ASIAN 450 

Course Title Japan to 1700 Japan to 1700: Origin Myth to Shogun Dynasty 

Short Course Descr The course discusses the history of Japan from 
prehistoric times to the development of a 
unified Samurai polity. Topics covered include 
the rise of the warriors, changing gender 
relations, multi-belief system, economic 
developments and war and violence. 

This course discusses the history of Japan from 
prehistoric times to the final, unified Samurai 
polity. Topics include the rise of the imperial 
family, changing gender relations, multi-belief 
system, economic developments, samurai's 
legal culture and violence. 

 

15.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

HISTORY 451
Japan Since 1700
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 2.0, Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 2.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Leslie Pincus) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Cross-Listing  ASIAN 451 

Course Title Japan Since 1700 Modern Japan 

Transcript Title Japan Since 1700 Modern Japan 

Time Sched Title Japan Since 1700 Modern Japan 

Short Course Descr An analysis of the forces which led to Japan's 
modernization and a survey of Japan's rise as a 
world power. 

An exploration of the transformation of Japan 
from a semi-feudal state to a world economic 
power, with emphasis on the diversity and 
conflict that has shaped Japan's modern history. 
 

Credits UG Full 3.0, UG Half 2.0 
Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 2.0 

UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0 
Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 3.0 

 

16.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

LATIN 101
Elementary Latin
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Short Course Descr None The primary goals of this course are 
fundamental understanding of basic Latin 
grammar and the development of basic reading 
skills. All of the assignments are directed 
toward the reading and translation of Classical 
Latin rather than writing or conversation. 

Credit Exclusions No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in LATIN 103, 193, or 502. 

Credit is granted for no more than two courses 
among LATIN 101, 102 and 103. No credit 
granted to those who have completed or are 
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enrolled in LATIN 193 or 502. 

 

17.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

LATIN 102
Elementary Latin
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Short Course Descr None The primary goals of this course are 
fundamental understanding of basic Latin 
grammar and the development of basic reading 
skills. All of the assignments are directed 
toward the reading and translation of Classical 
Latin rather than writing or conversation. 

Advisory Prereq's LATIN 101. Restricted by placement exam or permission of 
Elementary Latin Program coordinator. 

Enforced Prereq's 
(long) 

None LATI N 101 

Credit Exclusions No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in LATIN 193 or 502. 

Credit is granted for no more than two courses 
among LATIN 101, 102 and 103. No credit 
granted to those who have completed or are 
enrolled in LATIN 193 or 502. 

 

18.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

LATIN 103
Review Latin
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Short Course Descr None All of the assigned tasks and exercises in LATIN 
103 are directed toward the reading and 
translation of Classical Latin and not toward 
writing or conversation. A more rapid pace is 
maintained as LATIN 103 covers the material of 
LATIN 101 and 102. 

Advisory Prereq's Some background in Latin and assignment by 
placement test. 

Restricted by placement exam or permission of 
Elementary Latin Program coordinator. 

 

19.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

LATIN 231
Roman Kings and Emperors
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Advisory Prereq's LATIN 102 or 103. Restricted by placement exam or permission of 
Elementary Latin Program coordinator. 

Enforced Prereq's 
(long) 

None LATIN 102, 103, or 195. 

 

20.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

LATIN 232
Vergil, Aeneid
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Short Course Descr None This course asks students to build on their 
current knowledge and skills in Latin as they 
learn to read extensive passages of the greatest 
work of Latin literature, Vergil's Aeneid. Some 
grammar review is necessary. Students also 
study Vergil's epic poem in English translation. 
By term's end, they should not only be able to 
comprehend a Latin passage, but also to 
understand and appreciate the Aeneid as a work 
of poetry. 

Advisory Prereq's LATIN 231 Restricted by placement exam or permission of 
Elementary Latin Program coordinator. 
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Enforced Prereq's 
(long) 

None LATI N 231. 

 

21.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

LATIN 233
Late Latin
(UG Full 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Advisory Prereq's LATIN 231 OR P.I. Restricted by placement exam or permission of 
Elementary Latin Program coordinator. 

Enforced Prereq's 
(long) 

None LATI N 231. 

 

22.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

RUSSIAN 315
Field Work
(UG Full 1.0-3.0, UG Half 1.0-3.0) (Expr) (CR/NC) (Alina Makin) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course RUSSIAN 315 SLAVIC 315 

Advisory Prereq's Native proficiency or course in Russian 
language, literature, culture, or history. 

Native proficiency or course in Russian, Polish, 
Czech or Ukrainian language, literature, culture, 
or history 

 

23.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

UKRAINE 103
Intensive First-Year Ukrainian
(UG Full 8.0, UG Half 8.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Svitlana Rogovyk) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course UKRAINE 103 UKR 103 

Credit Exclusions No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in UKRAINE 152. 

No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in UKR 152. 

 

24.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

UKRAINE 151
First-Year Ukrainian
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Svitlana Rogovyk) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course UKRAINE 151 UKR 151 

Credit Exclusions No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in UKRAINE 103. 

No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in UKR 103. 

 

25.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

UKRAINE 152
First-Year Ukrainian
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Svitlana Rogovyk) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course UKRAINE 152 UKR 152 

Advisory Prereq's UKRAINE 151. UKR 151 

Credit Exclusions No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in UKRAINE 103. 

No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in UKR 103. 

 

26.
Mod

Winter 
2011    

UKRAINE 203
Intensive Second-Year Ukrainian
(UG Full 8.0, UG Half 8.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Svitlana Rogovyk) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO
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Home Course UKRAINE 203 UKR 203 

Advisory Prereq's UKRAINE 152 or 103. UKR 152 or 103. 

Credit Exclusions No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in UKRAINE 252. 

No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in UKR 252. 

 

27.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

UKRAINE 251
Second-Year Ukrainian
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Svitlana Rogovyk) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course UKRAINE 251 UKR 251 

Enforced Prereq's 
(long) 

UKRAINE 152 or 103 UKR 152 or 103 

Credit Exclusions No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in UKRAINE 203. 

No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in UKR 203. 

 

28.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

UKRAINE 252
Second-Year Ukrainian
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Svitlana Rogovyk) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course UKRAINE 252 UKR 252 

Enforced Prereq's 
(long) 

UKRAINE 251 UKR 251 

Credit Exclusions No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in UKRAINE 203. 

No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in UKR 203. 

 

29.
Mod

Winter 
2011    

UKRAINE 421
Directed Reading in Ukrainian Literature
(UG Full 1.0-4.0, UG Half 1.0-4.0, Grad Full 1.0-4.0, Grad Half 1.0-4.0) (Inds) (A-E) (Svitlana Rogovyk) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course UKRAINE 421 UKR 421 

 

30.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

UKRAINE 451
Advanced Ukrainian I
(UG Full 3.0, Grad Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Svitlana Rogovyk) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course UKRAINE 451 UKR 451 

Enforced Prereq's 
(long) 

UKRAINE 252 UKR 252 with a minimum grade of C 

 

31.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

UKRAINE 452
Advanced Ukrainian II
(UG Full 3.0, Grad Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Svitlana Rogovyk) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course UKRAINE 452 UKR 452 

Enforced Prereq's 
(long) 

UKRAINE 451 UKR 451 with a minimum grade of C 
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MEMORANDUM 

 
 
TO: Members of the LSA Executive Committee 

FROM: Pam Rinker 

DATE: October 13, 2010 

SUBJECT: Summary of LSA Curriculum Committee Minutes 
for October 5, 2010 
 

1. Engineering’s Academic Minor in Multidisciplinary Design was approved for LSA students. 

2. The R&E Subcommittee Report was accepted. 

3. Modifications to six concentrations were approved. Changes to the Statistics concentration 
were deferred pending clarification of the text. 

4. Modifications to three academic minors were approved. 

5. Course approval requests were acted upon. 
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LSA CURRICULUM COMMITTEE 
Minutes of October 5, 2010 

Present: Phil Deloria (Chair), Caroline C anning, E llie Dertz, Tim Dodd, P hil Gorman, L ori Gould, Laura 
Hlebasko, Mika L avaque-Manty, N eil Marsh, J ohn Mitani, J ennifer M yers, E srold Nurse, Sally Oey, 
Sushama Pavgi, J oAnn Peraino, Pam Rinker, Catherine Sanok, T eresa Satterfield, Mandy Seyerle, Donna 
Wessel Walker, Evans Young, and Rebecca Zurier 
 
Guests: Brian Gilchrist and James Holloway 

The meeting came to order at 3:10 pm. 

MINUTES 

Minutes of 9/21/10 were approved. 

ENGINEERING’S ACADEMIC MINOR IN MULTIDISCIPLINARY DESIGN 

The co mmittee co nsidered a pr oposal t hat Engineering’s Academic M inor in  M ultidisciplinary Design ( MD) 
Minor be  approved for LSA s tudents. Attending the meeting to address the committee’s questions were Brian 
Gilchrist, co-chair o f the p rogram, and James Holloway, Associate Dean o f the College of Engineering. Prof. 
Gilchrist e xplained that this r elatively n ew minor c ame out  of  t he P rovost’s Multidisciplinary Learning T eam 
Teaching Initiative. It also dovetails with Engineering’s goal of teaching the more sophisticated decision tools 
needed in today’s complex world. The college now has about 150 students currently involved in projects, with 
about 50 w orking t oward t he M D m inor. I n a ddition, a  num ber of  L SA s tudents a lready a re w orking on  
projects. Faculty are committed to developing this pedagogical approach across their undergraduate curriculum, 
i.e. emphasizing project-based learning that employs the tools of  design, build, and test over multiple terms. 
The MD minor employs peer-mentoring to approximate the same see, do, and teach process used in medical 
schools. Engineering a lso w ants to pr ovide their students w ith a  br oader pe rspective by  i nvolving 
undergraduates from other colleges across the university. Now that the college has created the shell of this new 
minor, its development of content and models over time will serve as an experiment toward this new pedagogical 
approach. All agreed that it is critical that advisors in each school work closely with their counterparts, both to 
help s tudents de velop t heir pa ssions, as w ell as  track t hem at  various st ages o f p ursuing t he minor. The 
committee approved the Multidisciplinary Design minor for LSA students. 

R&E REPORT 

The committee approved the following recommendations of the R&E Subcommittee: 

APPROVE (3) 

Recertification / Blanket 

1. ANTHRCUL 314 / AMCULT 313. Cuba and Its Diaspora. Professor Ruth Behar. F10 

New Proposal / Blanket 

2. JUDAIC 250 / HJCS 250 / SAC 250. Jewish Film: Race, Ethnicity, and Nationality. Assistant 
Professor Maya Barzilai. W11. 

New Proposal / Topic-Specific 

3. ENGLISH 319. Literature and Social Change: What Difference Can a Story Make? Professor Alisse 
Portnoy. W11 
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CONCENTRATION MODIFICATIONS 

The committee approved the attached modifications for 6 concentrations: 

1. BBCS 
2. Honors Math 
3. International Studies Updated Course List 
4. Latino/Latina Studies 
5. Math Sciences 
6. Neuroscience 

Modifications to the Statistics concentration were deferred pending clarification from the department. 

ACADEMIC MINOR MODIFICATIONS 

The committee approved the attached modifications for 3 academic minors: 

1. Crime and Justice (RC) 
2. Mathematics 
3. Medical Anthropology 

COURSE APPROVAL REQUESTS 

1. The committee approved requests for 31 courses: 10 new proposals and 21 modifications (see Course 
Approval Appendix).  

2. Seven courses were approved for distribution and/or college requirement effective Winter 2011: 

a. HU: ASIAN 248/HISTORY 248/RELIGION 248 and MUSICOL 130 (non-LSA course) 

b. NS/BS-eligible: CHEM 245, 246, and 247; and GEOSCI 156 

c. QR1: ASTRO 160 

3. Four requests were deferred pending additional information: ENGLISH 232, 258, 292, and 293. 

The meeting was adjourned at 4:55 pm. 

NEXT MEETING: DISCUSSION 
                                   October 12, 2010 
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To:   LSA Curriculum Committee 
From:   James Paul Holloway, Associate Dean 

Brian Gilchrist, Ph.D. 
  Co-Director Multidisciplinary Design Program 

Professor Department of Electrical Engineering and Computer Science 
Professor Department of Atmospheric, Oceanic and Space Science 

 
Date:  8/31/10 
Re:  Approval of the Multidisciplinary Design Minor for LSA Students 
 
Message: 
In compliance with the LSA Curriculum Committee procedures, the Associate Dean for 
Undergraduate Education (College of Engineering) is seeking approval from this committee 
to offer the Multidisciplinary Design Minor as an option for students seeking a degree in the 
College of LSA.  This minor is currently in place for the College of Engineering (CoE) and 
School of Art and Design (A&D) students.  
 
 
Anticipated Student Interest 
While a minor would be open to all qualified students in LSA, it expected to be of interest 
primarily to students in Life Sciences, Physical Sciences, and Mathematics. The 
Multidisciplinary Design Minor promotes a wide range of experiential, project-based 
opportunities that engage areas of broad interest, e.g. the environment, sustainability, 
social service, global health, space exploration, etc.  
 
There are many existing student organizations and competition teams that serve as a base 
for multidisciplinary interactions such as Synthetic Biology Team, BLUELab, Solar Car, 
Biogas Team, Student Space System Fabrication Lab, Human Powered Sub, and many 
others. There are also faculty research endeavors where a multidisciplinary project is 
organized in conjunction with the faculty research.  
 
Currently, LSA students from a number of different programs are an integral part of MD 
projects and teams, including: Mathematics, Interdisciplinary Physics, Economics, 
Informatics, Mathematical Biology, Neuroscience, Biochemistry, CMB, EEB, and MCDB.  
Many LSA students also currently participate in the Multidisciplinary Design Program, an 
umbrella organization that supports the MD Minor, as well as provides workshops, seminars, 
team advising and funding.  
 
There are approximately 70 students involved or recently graduated in the MD Program.  
We currently have three LSA students participating fully in the MD Minor: Global Health 
Design Specialization activity but without receiving credit for the minor, and four more LSA 
students who have requested admittance to this minor. We expect that there will be many 
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others.  To support these students and encourage greater interactions between CoE and 
LSA students on multidisciplinary projects, we believe that MD Minor would be a valuable 
educational experience for LSA students. 
  
 
 
 
Multidisciplinary Design Minor Structure 
The minor uses established classes offered by CoE, LSA and A&D.  It is possible in many 
cases for to take 6 of the 15 credits within LSA.  
 
The minor consists of 15 credits and is constructed as follows:  
 

A. 2 credits (or more) of introductory “Design, Build, Test” (DBT) experience  
This provides students with a foundation in the experience of creating solutions for a 
specified problem.   DBT projects typically require (1) problem definition based on 
qualitative and/or quantitative requirements, (2) generation of creative solution 
concepts, (3) analysis of the quality of proposed concepts, (4) selection and 
optimization of a final concept, 5) evaluations of the final concept through the 
creation (building, synthesizing, or selective propagation) and testing/evaluation of 
prototypes or virtual models, and 6) iteration and/or detailed recommendation for 
improvement of the final concept based on the lessons learned from steps 1 through 
5.  
 

Approved Examples Include: 
CoE - appropriate sections of ENG 100, AOSS 280, ME 250 
LSA  - Bio 173 and MCDB 306 

 
Other courses considered upon request. 

 
B. 3 credits (or more) of “cornerstone” coursework  

This serves to prepare the student in breadth for his or her multi-semester project 
work.  The Minor in Multidisciplinary Design is best served if the cornerstone 
experience meets the needs of the project and goes beyond the nominal preparation 
associated with the student’s major discipline.  Therefore the student must identify a 
cornerstone course, outside the set of his or her required classes (including outside 
the College of Engineering, e.g. LSA), which will serve to prepare the student for 
their specific project work.    

 
• This course is to be taken prior to completing the final 3 credits of project work and 

should be identified prior to or during the project scoping exercise (see section C 
below).  Course choice is specific to design projects and chosen for each individual 
student.  
 

• Specializations of the minor can require students to take a specific cornerstone class 
that is particularly relevant to the design challenge they are pursuing. For example, 
the Global Health Design Specialization required all of the 09-11 cohorts take one of 
the following LSA courses: 
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WOMESTD 365 Global Perspectives in Gender, Health, and Reproduction  
WOMESTD 112 Issues in Gender and Health  
WOMESTD 220 Perspectives in Women’s Health 

 
 

C. 7 credits (or more) of multidisciplinary design project work  
A “Multidisciplinary Design Project” is operationally defined as a design project 
containing a significant engagement and interaction of students, faculty, or course 
projects from three distinct disciplines.  Ideally one of these disciplines is outside the 
College of Engineering.   Students must be prepared for these projects to be 
extensive, often involving co-curricular (non-graded) and extra-curricular activities. 

 
• Ideally this project features consecutive semesters of in-depth work on the same 

design project. 
 

• These credits cannot all be taken in the same semester.    
 

• The project work can occur within departmental design courses (e.g., ME 450 and 
EECS 430), independent study courses (e.g., ME 490), or in the ENG curriculum 
(e.g., ENG 355, ENG 455, and/or ENG 450)1.    

 

• Prior or at the beginning of this multi-semester project experience, the student must 
complete a thoughtful project scoping exercise that details the project objectives, 
approach to completing the objectives and how the student intends to contribute his 
or her expertise to the completion of the project.  Courses the student plans to take 
to complete the minor should also be identified at this time.  

 
D. Completion of at least 2 credits of formal leadership and/or mentorship 

activities within the Multidisciplinary Design program.   
 

This requirement is presently fulfilled by independent study ENG 456 typically 
supervised by the research faculty member who also supervises the 7 credits of 
design project work.  

 
 
 
In addition to the normal rules for a CoE minor, the following rules apply to the Minor in 
Multidisciplinary Design: 

• Transfer credit may not be used to fulfill the multidisciplinary design project course 
requirement (item C above) or the mentorship/leadership course requirement (item 
D above). 

• Only the 2-credit mentorship/leadership course can be fulfilled by taking a pass-fail 
course. 

• The Advisory Committee of the Multidisciplinary Design Program is responsible for 
approving any variance in course requirements for a minor.  Such variances are 
usually proposed by the student.   

 
The current CoE Bulletin description follows this document.   

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
1 Co-ops and research projects can be considered if they reflect the spirit of the program 
and are appropriately reflected in graded coursework.	  	  
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Accessibility, Support and Advising 
 
The minor coursework uses established classes in place for CoE and LSA, and uses current 
faculty advisors, so no special resource issues exist. The coursework is not concentrated in 
a single course, so we don’t foresee any capacity issues.  
 
Advising for interested or declared students will be handled through the Multidisciplinary 
Design Program Office utilizing the MD Program staff and Academic Advisory Council. Our 
advising program staff will maintain records and audit completion of the minor.  

 
Specializations 
 
The MD Minor allows specializations as optional themes within the minor that reflect specific 
project types, and allow students to have the nature of their multidisciplinary design 
experience reflected on a transcript.  Specializations of the minor do not represent a new 
minor.  There are currently two specializations: Global Health, and Social Innovation. The 
CoE curriculum committee allows the MD program, and the CoE Dean’s office asks the 
registrar to add them to student transcripts via a subplan of type specialization.   We would 
request that LSA allow this mechanism for approving specializations of the Minor, so that in 
effect the LSA curriculum committee would approve the MD minor and any current and 
future specializations of the minor. 

 
Conclusion  
We hope that you will see this proposed minor as a valuable new educational opportunity for 
LSA students and will approve it for the earliest possible effective date.  We propose to use 
the same language and rules as the CoE program (this follows on the next two pages) with 
the exception that all courses must be taken for a letter grade to bring the program into line 
with other LSA minor program requirements.  
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Multidisciplinary Design Minor  
Undergraduate students enrolled in a College of Engineering degree program can benefit from practical 
experience designing technology systems in collaboration with students from other disciplines both inside and 
outside of engineering. This experience requires students to apply their developing disciplinary skills to projects 
that also require broader multidisciplinary concepts and approaches. This will expose participating students to 
systems engineering concepts and will help them succeed in the fast-paced, global and entrepreneurial market 
for graduate students and professionals in the 21st century. A Minor in Multidisciplinary Design requires 
students to exercise their acquired disciplinary expertise in the context of a significant multi-semester team 
design-build-test project. This project must be multidisciplinary and involve concepts and approaches from at 
least two other disciplines to be completed successfully. The projects closely follow the following elements or 
steps:  

1. problem definition based on qualitative and/or quantitative requirements,  
2. generation of creative solution concepts,  
3. analysis of the quality of proposed concepts,  
4. selection and optimization of a final concept,  
5. evaluation of the final concept through the building and  
6. testing of prototypes in realistic settings (or virtual models with models of the applicable environment), 

and iteration and/or detailed recommendation for improvement of the final concept based on the 
lessons learned from Steps 1 through 5. 	  	  

 
These design projects are conducted during or after the student has taken a defined set of preparatory courses 
and ideally feature a meaningful connection with at least one discipline outside of engineering. The Minor in 
Multidisciplinary Design is comprised of 15 credits, and specializations of this minor can be sponsored by 
individual faculty, groups of faculty or by the Office of the Associate Dean for Undergraduate Education for 
the purpose of supporting cross-departmental or cross-college programs. For example, specializations that have 
been proposed or are being implemented included Space Systems, Environmental Sustainability, Service 
Learning, and Vehicle Systems.  
 
Multidisciplinary Design Minor Program Requirements  
A Minor in Multidisciplinary Design is granted after completion at least 15 credit hours of coursework, 
including at least two upper division courses, distributed as follows :  

A. Completion of at least 2 credits of introductory “Design, Build, Test” (DBT) experience.  

B. Completion of at least 3 credits of “cornerstone” coursework that serves to prepare the student in depth for 
his or her multi-semester project work. • The Minor in Multidisciplinary Design is best served if the 
cornerstone experience meets the needs of the project and exceeds the nominal preparation associated with the 
student’s major discipline. Therefore the student must identify a cornerstone course, outside the set of his or 
her required classes, which will serve to prepare the student for their specific project work. • This course is to be 
taken prior to completing the final 3 credits of project work and should be identified during the project scoping 
exercise (see item C below). • Specializations can require students to take a specific cornerstone class.  
C. Completion of at least 7 credits of multidisciplinary design project work. • A “multidisciplinary design 
project” is operationally defined as a design project containing a significant engagement and integration of 
students, faculty, or course projects from three distinct disciplines. Ideally one of these disciplines is outside the 
College of Engineering. Students must be prepared for these projects to be extensive, often involving co-
curricular (non-graded) and extra-curricular activities. Ideally this project features consecutive semesters of  
in-depth work on the same design project. • These credits cannot all be taken in the same semester. • The 
project work can occur within departmental design courses, independent study courses, or in the  
ENG curriculum. Co-ops and research projects can be considered if they reflect the spirit of the program  
and are appropriately reflected in graded coursework. • Prior or at the beginning of this multi-semester team 
project experience, the student must complete a thoughtful project scoping exercise that defines the project 
objectives, approach to completing the objectives, and how the student intends to contribute his or her 
expertise to the completion of the project. At this time, the student needs to identify courses he or she plans to 
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take to complete the minor. 
D. Completion of at least 2 credits of formal leadership and/or mentorship activities within the 
Multidisciplinary Design program.  
 
Completion of the minimum credit hours for each category A-D adds up to 14 credit hours; therefore the 
student needs at least one extra credit hour in one of the categories. In addition to the normal rules for a CoE 
minor, the following rules apply to the Multidisciplinary Design Minor:  
 
1. Transfer credit may not be used to fulfill the multidisciplinary design project course requirement (item C 
above) or the mentorship/leadership course requirement (item D above).  
2. Only the 2-credit mentorship and leadership requirement can be fulfilled by taking Pass/Fail courses.  
3. The Advisory Committee of the Multidisciplinary Design Minor Program is responsible for approving any 
variance in course requirements for a minor.  

 
Students interested in this minor should contact the Multidisciplinary Design Minor Program Advisor for 
further information and counseling. A detailed description of the minor and its specializations will be available 
on the College of Engineering web page under http://www.engin.umich.edu/minors/	  
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RACE & ETHNICITY SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT  
LSA CURRICULUM COMMITTEE 

October 5, 2010 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
The R&E Subcommittee recommends the following actions regarding R&E proposals: 
 
APPROVE (1) 
 
Recertification / Blanket 
 
1. ANTHRCUL 314 / AMCULT 313. Cuba and Its Diaspora. Professor Ruth Behar. F10 

This class opens with a historical presentation of the social concept of race as it has played out in Cuban 
history from the last days of the Spanish colony, through the United States intervention in the Cuban war for 
independence, to the 1959 Revolution. Racism directed at Africans began with the economic institution of 
plantation slavery that was introduced in Cuba by the Spanish in the early 1500s. Yet the racial system that 
developed in Cuba, with its notable incorporation of Afro-Cuban culture into definitions of Cuban ethnicity, 
strikes many U.S. observers as “more tolerant” and “flexible” than the system in our country.  After the 
Revolution, with its focus on redefining Cuban ethnicity, questions of the legacy of racial discrimination on 
the island (which could be conveniently assigned to U.S. interference in Cuban affairs), ethnicity and 
citizenship (and their meaning in a revolutionary context), and gender (with the contradictions between the 
male domination of revolutionary politics and the Revolution’s promise of an end to all forms of social 
inequality) are prominent.  The Revolution also led to a widespread Cuban diaspora, in the U.S. and around 
the world.  Cubans in the diaspora face questions of inequality and discrimination on a daily basis, both 
within their own ranks (What does “Cuban” mean? What is the meaning of race and gender in the definition 
of a Cuban ethnicity?) and in their relations with non-Cubans in the United States and other countries.  These 
are the key questions around which this entire course is structured. 

 

 
APPROVE (1) 
 
New Proposal / Blanket 
 
 
 
2. JUDAIC 250 / HJCS 250 / SAC 250.  Jewish Film: Race, Ethnicity, and Nationality. Assistant Professor 

Maya Barzilai. W11. 
Jewish film provides an excellent case study from the examination of ethnic and racial stereotyping and 
intolerance in the modern world.  Created in an era of historical upheaval –the racial persecution around 
World War II, Jewish immigration before and after the war, and the foundation of the State of Israel – films 
about and by Jews had a stake in these events and could be used to counter or else promote racial ideologies.  
Taking into consideration the aesthetic qualities of these films as well as the historical, political, and cultural 
context for their production and reception, this course focuses on the construction and performance of racial 
and ethnic identities in and through film.  The course examines the notions of the modern “Jew” and of 
modern “Jewishness,” considering the implications of representing Jews on the screen as members of a 
religion, an ethnicity, a race, and/or as a nation.  Because the course deals primarily with visual imagery, it 
allows students to consider how these different perspectives on Jewish identity are externalized and 
performed, turned into moving images, all with the help of the actors’ bodies and modern film technology. 
 

 
 
 

130



DEFER (1) 
 
New Proposal / Topic-Specific 
 
3. English 319. Literature and Social Change: What Difference Can a Story Make? Professor Alisse 

Portnoy. W11 
What role do stories play in large- and small-scale social change? Can a story inspire change? Are 
stories perhaps the only route to deeply rooted, sustainable social change? We’ll use as our arenas for 
inquiry some of the most significant civil rights movements in our lifetimes (for example, black 
freedom, LGBTQ, women’s, and disability movements), and we’re going to read, listen to, and watch 
popular books, movies, and songs. Our primary aim will be to figure out, in fairly concrete ways, how 
stories alter people’s beliefs about people and the worlds in which we live, such that sometimes our 
worlds really do become better, more just, more tolerant, more accepting places. We’ll explore 
meanings of race, ethnicity, nationhood, ability, gender, class, and sexual orientation; sources of 
inequalities and intolerances; and comparisons of discriminations in the United States as we read 
books including Giovanni’s Room, Rubyfruit Jungle, The Left Hand of Darkness, Motherless 
Brooklyn, Dreamer: A Novel, Mankiller: A Chief and Her People, Free to Be You and Me; songs by 
artists including Bob Dylan and Joan Baez, and movies including Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner, 
Advise and Consent, and Milk. Work for the course includes active participation in discussion and 
writing workshops and three essays.  
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Modification to BBCS concentration course group names under Gateway Requirement: 
 
 
Current group names 

1.    Gateway Requirement: At least one course from each of the groups below. Only one course from 

each group may be used toward either the prerequisite or concentration credits. 

 

Group Course 

Group I. PSYCH 230 or 335. 

Group II. PSYCH 240 or 345. 

Group III. PSYCH 250, 260, 270, 280, or 290. 
 
 
Revised group names: 

 
 
Group     Course 
 

Biopsychology Group  PSYCH 230 or 335 

Cognitive Group  PSYCH 240 or 345 

Social Science Group  PSYCH 250, 260, 270, 280, or 290 
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PROPOSAL TO MODIFY AN EXISTING CONCENTRATION/PROGRAM  

 

Department: Mathematics 

Name of Concentration: Honors Mathematics 
Term changes should become effective: Fall 2010 

Date Submitted: August 3, 2010 

 
Enter Current Requirements Modified Requirements (type “same” if no changes) 

Min # credits   

Prereqs   

Required 
courses 
(include min # 
at upper-level) 

Students intending an Honors 
concentration are strongly advised to 
take one of the Honors introductory 
sequences MATH 156-256, (174, 175 
or 185)-286 or 295-396, or some 
combination of these three. The 
sequence of MATH 295-396 is very 
theoretical. Eight credits of PHYSICS 
and familiarity with a high-level 
computer language are strongly 
recommended. 

The Honors concentration program 
must include at least nine courses: (A) 
four basic courses, (B) four elective 
courses, and (C) one cognate course 
as described below. 

A. The basic courses consist of one from each 
of groups 1, 2, 3, and 4 or groups 1, 2, 5, 
and 6 below:  
1. Linear Algebra: MATH 513 
2. Analysis: MATH 451 
3. Modern Algebra: MATH 512 
4. Geometry/Topology: MATH 433, 490, 

531, 532, or 590 
5. Probability: MATH 525 
6. Differential Equations: MATH 404, 454, 

556, 557, 558 

Students who complete MATH 295-296, with 
a grade of at least a C- are exempt from 
MATH 451. If you complete MATH 295-395, 
with a grade of at least a C- you are exempt 
from MATH 513. 

Students intending an Honors concentration 
are strongly advised to take one of the 
Honors introductory sequences MATH 156-
256, (174, 175-286, 185-286 or 295-396, or 
some combination of these four. The 
sequence of MATH 295-396 is very 
theoretical. Eight credits of PHYSICS and 
familiarity with a high-level computer 
language are strongly recommended. 

The Honors concentration program must 
include at least nine courses: (A) four basic 
courses, (B) four elective courses, and (C) 
one cognate course as described below. 

A. The basic courses consist of one from each of 
groups 1, 2, 3, and 4 or groups 1, 2, 5, and 6 
below, completed with a grade of at least C-:  
1. Linear Algebra: MATH 513 
2. Analysis: MATH 451 
3. Modern Algebra: MATH 512 
4. Geometry/Topology: MATH 433, 490, 531, 

532, or 590 
5. Probability: MATH 525 
6. Differential Equations: MATH 404, 454, 556, 

557, 558 

Students who complete MATH 295-296, with a 
grade of at least a C- are exempt from MATH 451. 
If you complete MATH 295-395, with a grade of at 
least a C- you are exempt from MATH 513. 

 

 
We would like to remove 174 from the second paragraph under Honors, 
because we rarely run that course, and then would like to re-word that 
sentence as shown for clarity.  The basic courses must be completed with a 
grade of at least a C-. 
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UPDATE TO INTERNATIONAL STUDIES CONCENTRATION COURSE LIST 
New courses to add to the international studies concentration course list. All have been approved by department chairs. 

 
International Security, Norms & Cooperation Term 

AAPTIS 244/HISTORY 244/HJCS 244/JUDAIC 244/MENAS 244: The Arab-Jewish Conflict in the Middle East, c. 1880 to the Present F 

AAPTIS 368/AMCULT 368/WOMENSTD 368: Women and War in the Middle East W 
AMCULT 368/AAPTIS 368/WOMENSTD 368: Women and War in the Middle East W 
AMCULT 498: Humanities Approaches to American Culture, section titled “Why Do They Hate Us: Perspectives on 9/11” F 

ENGLISH 407: Topics in English Language and Literature, section titled “Literature and Human Rights” W 
ENVIRON 490/POLSCI 463: War and the Environment: A Lethal Reciprocity W 
HISTORY 224/PUBPOL 224: Global Nuclear Proliferation F 
HISTORY 244/AAPTIS 244/HJCS 244/JUDAIC 244/MENAS 244: The Arab-Jewish Conflict in the Middle East, c. 1880 to the Present F 

HISTORY 360: September 11 F 
HJCS 244/HISTORY 244/AAPTIS 244/JUDAIC 244/MENAS 244: The Arab-Jewish Conflict in the Middle East, c. 1880 to the Present F 

JUDAIC 244/HISTORY 244/AAPTIS 244/HJCS 244/MENAS 244: The Arab-Jewish Conflict in the Middle East, c. 1880 to the Present F 

MENAS 244/HISTORY 244/AAPTIS 244/HJCS 244/JUDAIC 244: The Arab-Jewish Conflict in the Middle East, c. 1880 to the Present F 

POLSCI 463/ENVIRON 490: War and the Environment: A Lethal Reciprocity W 
POLSCI 341: Comparative Politics of Developed Democracies F 

POLSCI 462: Strategic Interaction in World Politics W 
POLSCI 497: Undergraduate Seminar in Comparative and Foreign Governments, section titled  

“Comparative Perspectives: Religion, Violence, Rights and Peace Making” F 
PSYCH 393: Political Psychology F 

PSYCH 401: Special Problems in Psychology as Social Science, section titled “Psychological Aspects of War and Peace” W 
PUBPOL 224/HISTORY 224: Global Nuclear Proliferation F 
RCSSCI 360: Social Science Junior Seminar, section titled “Global Justice: Social Theory and Practice” W 
SOC 350: Human Rights in the United Nations W 
SOC 495: Topics in Sociology, section titled “Citizenship and Human Rights”   F & W 

SOC 450: Political Sociology W 
SOC 457: Sociology of Nationalism F 

WOMENSTD 368/AMCULT 368/AAPTIS 368: Women and War in the Middle East W 
 
Political Economy & Development 
ECON 370/ENVIRON 375: Environmental and Resource Economics  W 
ECON 442: International Finance W 
ECON 471/NRE 571: Environmental Economics F 

ENVIRON 375/ECON 370: Environmental and Resource Economics  W 
NRE 571/ECON 471: Environmental Economics F 

STRATEGY 310: The World Economy F 
STRATEGY 361: International Management F&W 
 
Global Environment & Health 
ANTHRCUL 256/ENVIRON 256: Culture, Adaptation, and Environment W 
ANTHRCUL 327/RCSSCI 327: Critical Theory in Medicine and Healing F 
ANTHRCUL 325/WOMENSTD 324: Childbirth & Culture F 
ECON 471/NRE 571: Environmental Economics F 
EEB 315/ENVIRON 315: The Ecology and Evolution of Infectious Diseases W 
EHS 588/ENVIRON 475/NRE 475: Environmental Law W 
ENVIRON 211: Social Sciences and Environmental Problems          W 
ENVIRON 256/ANTHRCUL 256: Culture, Adaptation, and Environment W 
ENVIRON 306: Global Water F 

ENVIRON 315/EEB 315: The Ecology and Evolution of Infectious Diseases W 
ENVIRON 475/EHS 588/NRE 475: Environmental Law W 
NRE 475/EHS 588/ENVIRON 475: Environmental Law W 
NRE 571/ECON 471: Environmental Economics F 

RCSSCI 327/ANTHRCUL 327: Critical Theory in Medicine and Healing F 
SOC 475: Introduction to Medical Sociology W 
WOMENSTD 324/ANTHRCUL 325: Childbirth & Culture F 
WOMENSTD 412: Reproductive Health Policy in a Global Context       W 
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Comparative Culture & Identity 
AAPTIS 340/HISTORY 340/ASIAN 340/MENAS 340/REEES 340: From Genghis Khan to the Taliban: Modern Central Asia W 
AAPTIS 495/HISTORY 429/RELIGION 496/WOMENSTD 471: Gender and Sexuality in Pre-Modern Islam F 
ANTHRCUL 256/ENVIRON 256: Culture, Adaptation, and Environment W  
ANTHRCUL 300: Doing Ethnography in Havana and in Cuba W 
ANTHRCUL 317/REEES 397: Eastern Europe in Transformation W 
ANTHRCUL 325/WOMENSTD 324: Childbirth & Culture F 
ANTHRCUL 330: Culture, Thought, and Meaning F 
ANTHRCUL 347/CAAS 420: Race and Ethnicity W 
ANTHRCUL 411/CAAS 422: African Culture W 
ANTHRCUL 447: Culture, Racism, and Human Nature W 
ASIAN 340/HISTORY 340/AAPTIS 340/MENAS 340/REEES 340: From Genghis Khan to the Taliban: Modern Central Asia W 
CAAS 420/ANTHRCUL 347: Race and Ethnicity W 
CAAS 422/ANTHRCUL 411: African Culture W 
COMPLIT 322: Translating World Literatures F 
ENGLISH 407: Topics in English Language and Literature, section titled “Literature and Human Rights” W 

ENVIRON 256/ANTHRCUL 256: Culture, Adaptation, and Environment W 
GERMAN 402/HISTORY 417: Twentieth-Century German and European Thought W 
GTBOOKS 291: Great Books of Modern Literature F 
HISTORY 340/AAPTIS 340/ASIAN 340/MENAS 340/REEES 340: From Genghis Khan to the Taliban: Modern Central Asia W 
HISTORY 372/WOMENSTD 372: Women and Gender in European History W 
HISTORY 417/GERMAN 402: Twentieth-Century German and European Thought W 
HISTORY 429/AAPTIS 495/RELIGION 496/WOMENSTD 471: Gender and Sexuality in Pre-Modern Islam F 
HISTORY 435/JUDAIC 435/RUSSIAN 435: Cultural History of Russian Jews through Literature and the Arts:  W 
JUDAIC 435/HISTORY 435/RUSSIAN 435: Cultural History of Russian Jews through Literature and the Arts:  W 
MENAS 340/HISTORY 340/AAPTIS 340/ASIAN 340/REEES 340: From Genghis Khan to the Taliban: Modern Central Asia W 
POLSCI 341: Comparative Politics of Developed Democracies F 
POLSCI 497: Undergraduate Seminar in Comparative and Foreign Governments, section titled “Comparative Perspectives: Religion, 

Violence, Rights and Peace Making”  F 
RELIGION 496/HISTORY 429/AAPTIS 495/WOMENSTD 471: Gender and Sexuality in Pre-Modern Islam F 
REEES 340/HISTORY 340/AAPTIS 340/ASIAN 340/MENAS 340: From Genghis Khan to the Taliban: Modern Central Asia W 
REEES 397/ANTHRCUL 317: Eastern Europe in Transformation W 
RCSSCI 360: Social Science Junior Seminar, section titled “Global Justice: Social Theory and Practice”  W 

RUSSIAN 435/HISTORY 435/JUDAIC 435: Cultural History of Russian Jews through Literature and the Arts:  W 
SAC 441: National Cinemas W 
SOC 415: Culture and Consumption F 
WOMENSTD 324/ANTHRCUL 325: Childbirth & Culture F 
WOMENSTD 345: Special Topics in Gender in a Global Context W 
WOMENSTD 357: Feminist Practices in a Global Context W 
WOMENSTD 372/HISTORY 372: Women and Gender in European History W 
WOMENSTD 471/HISTORY 429/AAPTIS 495/RELIGION 496: Gender and Sexuality in Pre-Modern Islam F 
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PROPOSAL TO MODIFY AN EXISTING CONCENTRATION/PROGRAM  
 

Department/Unit:   ____Latina/o Studies Program___________________________ 
Name of Concentration: ___  Latina/o Studies Concentration_____________________ 
Effective Term:   ____Winter 2011_____________________________________ 
Date Submitted:   ____May 20, 2010____________________________________ 

                     Current Requirements Modified Requirements (type same if no changes) 

Min # credits 33 (not counting pre-reqs) 27 (not counting pre-reqs) 

Prereqs AMCULT 213 (Intro to Latino Studies) 
SPANISH 290/AMCULT 224 (Spanish for US 
Latino/as) (include waiver form)  
For non-Latino students, equivalency of SPANISH 
275 or 276 or Waiver  

AMCULT 213 (Introduction to Latino Studies) 

Language 
Requirement 

Latina/o Studies concentrators must prove 
competency in Spanish. They can do this either by 
enrolling in SPANISH 290 / AMCULT 224, 
“Spanish for U.S. Latina/os,” (4 credits) or by 
proving equivalency at the SPANISH 275/276 level; 
or equivalency in PORTUG 232 or 415. Spanish 
native speakers who have enrolled in upper-level 
Spanish courses and complete them successfully 
may have this requirement waived by passing a 
proficiency interview and having a waiver form 
signed.  

   All concentrators must satisfy 4th term     
   proficiency in Spanish or another relevant  
   language approved by the Program Advisor.   

Required 
courses 
(state minimum 
# of credits for 
upper-level 
courses) 

AMCULT 312 or 315, History of U.S. Latinos 

AMCULT 243, Latinas in the United States 

AMCULT 327, Latino/Latina Literature in the United 
States 

AMCULT 381, Latinas/os and the Media 

Three credits of community-service learning in a 
Latino context. Courses may be chosen from among 
the following: AMCULT 309, 219, 404, 425; SOC 
404, 389; PSYCH 401; or WOMENSTD 425. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

***Three credits (one course) in a course that 
focuses on race and racialization in the 
Americas: AMCULT 399, 498, or 351 

Students are required to take ONE 3 credit course that 
focuses on Latinos in the US in each of the following areas. 
The courses listed below are regularly offered through 
Latina/o Studies, but students are free to use other courses 
pending approval from the Program Advisor. 

History and Society 
AMCULT 205, Latina/o Religions & Cultures 
AMCULT 315 or 312, History of U.S. Latinos  
AMCULT 301, Topics in Chicana/o History 
AMCULT 226, The Latin Tinge: Latin Music in Social 
Context in Latin America and the U.S. 
AMCULT 304, American Immigration 
AMCULT 313, Cuba and its Diaspora  

Gender and Sexuality 
AMCULT 243, Latinas in the United States 
WOMENSTD 293, Women of Color 

Language & the Arts 
AMCULT 327, Latino/Latina Literature in the US 

Media & Popular Culture 
AMCULT 381, Latinas/os and the Media 
AMCULT 226 The Latin Tinge 
AMCULT 380: Studies in Transnational Media 
AMCULT 420 Latin American & Latino/a Film Studies 

Community Service Learning  
Students may choose from the following courses taught 
in a Latino context: AMCULT 309, 388, 219, 425 
SPANISH 428; RCCORE 309.006; SOC 389; 
PSYCH 401; or WOMENSTD 425 
 

***NO LONGER REQUIRED 
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PROPOSAL TO MODIFY AN EXISTING CONCENTRATION/PROGRAM  
 
Department: Mathematics  
Name of Concentration: Mathematical Sciences Program 
Term changes should become effective: Fall 2010 
Date Submitted: August 3, 2010 
 

Complete all applicable fields for a concentration/program modification. Attach additional pages if needed. 

Enter Current Requirements Modified Requirements (type “same” if no changes) 

Min # credits   

Prereqs 
Prerequisite to concentration in 
Mathematical Sciences is one of the 
sequences MATH 215-217, 255-217, 
285-217, or 395-396. Students who 
have completed one of the sequences 
255-256 or 285-286 may substitute 
Math 513 for Math 217. In addition, 
students must acquire a working 
knowledge of a high-level computer 
language (e.g., Fortran, C, or C++) at 
a level equivalent to the completion of 
EECS 183. For those not pursuing 
either a Physics concentration or a 
Physics minor, PHYSICS 140-141 and 
240-241 are required for the 
Numerical and Applied Analysis and 
Mathematical Physics options and 
strongly recommended for the other 
options.  Some of the options have 
additional requirements as noted 
below. 

Prerequisite to concentration in 
Mathematical Sciences is one of the 
sequences MATH 215-217, 255-217, 285-
217, or 295-296. Students who have 
completed one of the sequences 255-256 or 
285-286 may substitute Math 513 for Math 
217. In addition, students must acquire a 
working knowledge of a high-level computer 
language (e.g., Fortran, C, or C++) at a level 
equivalent to the completion of EECS 183. 
For those not pursuing either a Physics 
concentration or a Physics minor, PHYSICS 
140-141 and 240-241 are required for the 
Numerical and Applied Analysis and 
Mathematical Physics options and strongly 
recommended for the other options.  Some 
of the options have additional requirements 
as noted below. 

 

 
 
MATH 295 is the entry into the Honors Mathematics course sequence, not 395. 
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The University of Michigan 
Department of Molecular, Cellular, & Developmental Biology 
Kenneth Cadigan, Ph. D 
Professor 
Associate Chair for Undergraduate Curriculum 
830 N. University Ave.  3028D Natural Science Building 
Ann Arbor, Michigan  48109-1048 
E-mail: cadigan@umich.edu; Tel: (734) 936-3246, Fax: (734) 647-0884  

 
 

To: Pam Rinker 
LSA Undergraduate Education 
2242 LSA 1382 
 
 
Dear Pam, 
 
 
This memo accompanies the proposal to modify an existing concentration form that you sent me.  
I would like to explain why the Neuroscience Steering Committee and I agree that the proposed 
changes to the Neuroscience concentration plan will benefit our majors and help them complete 
the requirements while still maintaining the high standards of the concentration. 
 
The Neuroscience concentration currently requires introductory biology and the organic 
chemistry series as prerequisites.  There are also four core courses, two lab courses (of at least 5 
credits) and two courses fulfilling a Quantitative cognate requirement.  The proposed changes do 
not effect these requirements.  The last requirement is six courses (for a minimum of 18 credits) 
from a list of electives.  In the existing concentration plan, these courses are divided into four 
groups.  Group A are large lecture courses from Biology, MCDB and Psychology.  Group B1 are 
400 level MCDB courses focused on Neuroscience.  Group B2 are 300 and (mostly) 400 level 
Biopsych courses.  Group C are additional MCDB, EEB, PSYCH and STATS courses that are 
peripherally related to neuroscience.  Students are currently required to take at one least Group A 
course (and no more than two), at least three and up to five Group B courses, with at least one 
from Group B1 and one B2.  One Group C course was allowed.  In the revision, this requirement 
remains six courses for at least 18 credits, but Group A courses have been moved to either the 
old Group B1, B2 or C, depending on their subject matter.  The old Group B1 is now called 
Group A, B2 is now called Group B and Group C retains the same name.  At least two courses 
must come from Groups A and B, and up to two Group C courses can now be taken. 
 
We think this reorganization will improve the concentration in three ways: 
 

1) It reduces the complexity of the list of requirements, reducing the six electives to three 
groups instead of four. In addition, the number of courses in each group that can be taken 
will be less confusing.  

 
2) Allowing students to take two Group C courses will take some pressure off of the small 

enrollment 400 level MCDB and PSYCH courses.  Because of the still increasing size of 
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this concentration (currently at 315 majors, approximately a 10% increase from this time 
last year), some small enrollment Group B1 and B2 courses had larger than desired 
enrollments in AY 09-10.  We are addressing this issue by making sure there are enough 
Group B1(A) and B2(B) courses offered each term, since courses organized around a 
discussion format and student presentations benefit from smaller class sizes.  Allowing 
students to take two Group C courses will also reduce enrollment pressure on the B1/A 
and B2/B courses, as well as increase the flexibility that students would have in making a 
course plan for completing the concentration. 

 
3) With the current requirements, some Neuroscience concentrators stick to one or the other 

extreme of the electives, taking only one Psychology or one MCDB course among the six 
electives.  The revised concentration plan will ensure that Neuro majors take at least two 
electives from each department (which is what the majority already do), which reflects 
the original academic mission of the concentration, i.e., to fuse basic cell and molecular 
neuroscience with biopsychology. 

 
I hope this memo convinces you that the changes we are proposing are in the best interests of our 
majors, as this popular concentration continues to grow.  If approved, our plan is to advertise the 
changes among the existing majors, but allow them to complete the concentration under either 
the old or new plan for students graduating this year.  We would also allow students graduating 
after May 2011 to continue with the existing concentration requirement if this fit their plans.  
Since the major motivation for the changes is to make it easier for students to understand and 
complete the elective requirements, we will not allow the changes to disrupt students already in 
the concentration.  However, my experience as a Neuroscience advisor suggests that most 
students’ plans will not be changed by the reorganization.  
 
Please let me know if you have questions about the proposal. 
 
Regards, 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Kenneth M. Cadigan 
Professor and Associate Chair for Undergraduate Studies 
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PROPOSAL TO MODIFY AN EXISTING CONCENTRATION/PROGRAM  
 

Department/Unit:   _____MCDB & Psychology______________________________________ 
Name of Concentration: _____Neuroscience____________________________________________ 
Effective Term:   _____WINTER 2011____________________________________________ 
Date Submitted:   _______August 29, 2010_________________________________________ 

 

                     Current Requirements Modified Requirements (“same” if no changes) 

Min # credits 36 credits (after prerequisites) same 

Prereqs Biology 171 & 172 (or Bio 195 or Bio 162); 

Chem 210/211/215/216 

same 

Required 
courses 
(state minimum 
# of credits for 
upper-level 
courses) 

Biology 222 

Biology 305 

Psychology 230 

MCDB 310, Chem 351 or Biochem 415 

same 

Subplans/tracks none none 

Electives Six electives of at least 18 credits from four 
groups 

At least one and up to two courses from Group A* 

At least three and up to five courses from Group 
B.  One must be from B1 and one from B1* 

One course may be from Group C* 
 
 

5 credits of laboratory courses 

Two different courses must be chosen; at least 
one must be a D1 Method-Based laboratory* 

 
 

*see Neuroscience concentration plan for the 
course listings of Groups A, B1, B2, C, D1 & D2 

Six electives of at least 18 credits from three 
groups 

At least two courses from Group A** 

At least two courses from Group B** 

 
Up to two courses from Group C** 

 

5 credits of laboratory courses 

Two different courses must be chosen; at 
least one must be a D1 Method-Based 
laboratory* 
 

 
**see revised Neuroscience concentration 
for the courses listings of Groups A, B, C, D1 
& D2 

Cognates Two courses from Group E must be taken to fulfill 
the Quantitative Cognate Requirement 

same 

Advising Concentration advising is provided by MCDB and 
Psychology.  Students are encouraged to seek 
advice from both departments. 

same 

Dept. Honors 
(optional) 

Students wishing to do an Honors thesis must 
submit their proposal to the Neuroscience 
Steering committee for approval 

same 
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PROPOSAL TO MODIFY AN EXISTING CONCENTRATION/PROGRAM  
 

Department/Unit:   _Statistics________________________________________________________ 
Name of Concentration: _Statistics_________________________________________________________ 
Effective Term:   _Fall 2011________________________________________________________ 
Date Submitted:   _______________________________________________________________ 

 
Complete all applicable fields. Also attach revised text for inclusion in LSA Bulletin. 

                     Current Requirements Modified Requirements (type “same” if no changes) 

Min # credits   

Prereqs   

Required 
courses 
(state minimum 
# of credits for 
upper-level 
courses) 

Core STATS courses:  STATS 250/350, 
STATS 425, STATS 426, STATS 500 

Core STATS courses:  STATS 425, STATS 426, 
STATS 500 

Subplans/tracks   

Electives Courses to be selected in prior consultation 
with department advisor (to bring major total 
to 30 credit hours).  May include:  STATS 
404, 408, 449, 489 any 500+level STATS 
courses, and any additional STATS courses 
listed above; 300+ level EECS courses; 
400+ level MATH courses (exceptions:  Math 
417, 420). 

Courses to be selected in prior consultation with 
department advisor (to bring major total to 30 
credit hours).  May include:  STATS 404, 408, 
449, 489 any 500+level STATS courses, and any 
additional STATS courses listed above; 300+ 
level EECS courses; 400+ level MATH courses 
(exceptions:  Math 417, 420).  Introductory 
statistics courses (250, 260, 280, 400, 412, 
ECON 405) receive two elective credits toward 
the concentration. 

Cognates   

Advising   

Exclusions   

Dept. Honors 
(optional) 

  

Other   
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To:   LSA Curriculum Committee 
From:  Residential College 
RE:   Revisions to the requirements and electives of the Crime and Justice Minor 
 
Dear colleagues, 
 
We propose to make two kinds of changes to the requirements for the Crime and Justice Minor: 
 

First, HISTORY 345/RCSSCI 357 – the History and Theory of Punishment – has served as 
one of two core required courses in the minor since its inception.  However, it will not 
be taught again for the next three years (perhaps longer), and no appropriate 
replacement has been found in the LSA’s offerings.  It cannot continue to be required of 
students declaring the minor.  Accordingly, and with the agreement of the Sociology 
chair and associate chair, we will move this course from the Core to the electives list B: 
Disciplinary Perspectives.   Henceforth the Core requirement will be SOC 368 – 
Criminology – only. 
 
Second, we wish to update the electives lists as follows, listing current electives that 
remain active and adding additional electives (permissions of relevant chairs provided): 

 
Category A:  Contexts and Social Perspectives  
 

Remaining: 
CAAS 426 – Urban Redevelopment and Social Justice 
CAAS/SOC 434 – Social Organization of Black Communities 
CAAS 451 – Law, Race, and Historical Process II 
COMM/PSYCH 481 – Media and Violence 
ECON 323/POLSCI 332 – Inequality in the U.S. 
HISTORY/WOMENSTD 375 – A History of Witchcraft 
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Adding: 
CAAS 450 – Law, Race, and Historical Process I 
CAAS 324 – Justice in Africa 
CAAS 420/ANTHRCUL 347 – Race and Ethnicity 
AMCULT 421/SOC 423 – Social Stratification 
PHIL 224 – Global Justice 
ENVIRON 222 – Environmental Justice 
 

 
Category B:  Disciplinary Perspectives   

 
Remaining 
ANTHRCUL 333 – Non-Western Legal Systems 
ECON 327 – Economics of Crime 
PHIL 359 – Law and Philosophy 
POLSCI 317 – Courts, Politics and Society   
SOC 465/PSYCH 488 – Sociological Analysis of Deviance 
SOC 454 – Law and Society 
 
Adding: 
CAAS 248 Crime, Race, and the Law   
ANTHRCUL/WOMENSTD/RCSSCI 428 – Sex Panics 
PHIL 366 – Political Philosophy   
HISTORY 257: Law in the Pre Modern World   
HISTORY 397 secton subtitled: Penal Colonies and Camp Cultures – (Rudi Mrazek) and 
section subtitled War on Crime/War on Drugs (Matt Lassiter) 
HISTORY 477 – History, Law and Social Change (variable instructors) 
HISTORY 345/RCSSCI 357 – History and Theory of Punishment   

 
 
There are no changes in the electives for Category C:  Direct Encounters 
 
 
 
25 July 2010 
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PROPOSAL TO MODIFY AN EXISTING ACADEMIC MINOR  

Department/Unit Mathematics 
Name of Academic Minor Mathematics 
Effective Term   FALL 2011 
Date of Submission  08/03/10 
 

Current Requirements Modified Requirements 
Min # 
credits 

10 same 

Prereqs I. The prerequisite to a Minor in 
Mathematics is one of the sequences 
Math 115-116, 175-176, 185-186, or 295-
296; or Math 156. These all provide a 
thorough grounding in the calculus of 
functions of one variable. Advanced 
Placement credits in Math 120 and 121 
also fulfill the prerequisite requirement.  

same 

Required 
courses 
(state 
minimum 
# of 
credits for 
upper-
level 
courses) 

All courses for the minor program must be 
completed with a grade of at least a C-.  

II. The Minor consists of courses from the 
following two lists.  

• Second-year courses:  
o Multivariable Calculus: Math 

215, 255, or 285  
o Linear Algebra: Math 214, 217, 

417, or 419  
o Differential Equations: Math 

216, 256, or 286  
• Upper-level courses:  

o Analysis/Differential Equations: 
Math 316, 351, 354, 404, 425, 
450, 451, 452, 454, 555  

 

 

All courses for the minor program must be 
completed with a grade of at least a C-.  

III. The Minor consists of courses from the 
following two lists.  

• Second-year courses:   
o Same 

 
 
 
 
 

• Upper-level courses:  
o Analysis/Differential Equations: 

Math 316, 351, 354, 404, 425, 
450, 451, 452, 454, 555  
 

 
 
**The only change is to delete MATH 425 from Analysis/Differential Equations under the  
     upper-level courses option because the course content does not fit that area.  
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LSA Curriculum Committee 
Course Approval Actions 

10/5/2010   

1.
New

Winter 
2011

   

ASIAN 248 / HISTORY 248 / RELIGION 248
Jesus Comes to Asia: Conversion and its Consequences in Asia
(UG Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Deirdre de la Cruz) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This course provides a broad introduction to the study of Christian conversion and its legacy in the regions now known as 
South, East, and Southeast Asia. 

Meets Distr Req: HU

Repeat for Credit? No

Assessment: In addition to student evaluations, the success of this course and its instructor will be measured 
according to how well students have attained the following: (1) general knowledge about the 
geographical, cultural, and religious diversity of the areas where Christianity was introduced (2) the 
critical skills needed to examine Christianity as a historical phenomenon; (3) a basic understanding 
of the relationship between the spread of Christianity to Asia and other forms of global expansion 
such as colonialism; and (4) the ability to identify and discuss some of the major methods and 
consequences of Christian conversion in different locales.

 

2.
New

Winter 
2011

   

ASIANLAN 128
Mastering the Basics of Kanji: Learning Strategies and Orthography
(UG Full 2.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Mayumi Oka) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This course is designed for students who want to learn more about kanji (Chinese characters). It offers two main methods: 
kanji learning strategies and Japanese calligraphy. Together they facilitate the acquisition of kanji and thus supplement kanji 
learning in regular Japanese courses. 

Repeat for Credit? No

Enforced Prereq's: ASIANLAN 125 or 126 with a minimum grade of C-.

Min Grade Req: C-

Assessment: In addition to the components listed under Course Requirements above, two sets of questionnaires 
(one at the beginning and another at the end of the semester) will be given to examine the 
students’ attitudes toward learning kanji as well as their learning methods and any improvement in 
grades in their regular Japanese courses.

 

3.
New

Winter 
2011

   

CHEM 245
Biomedical Analytical Chemistry
(UG Full 2.0, UG Half 2.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This course addresses the principles of analytical chemistry relevant to the practice of modern clinical chemistry 
measurement techniques. These techniques are employed routinely to detect the levels of physiological species in blood and 
urine samples.

Meets Distr Req: NS

Meets Gen Req: BS

Repeat for Credit? No

Advisory Prereq's: CHEM 130 or equivalent. CHEM 245 must be taken concurrently with the accompanying 
lecture/laboratory offerings, CHEM 246/247.

Credit Exclusions: No credit granted to those who have completed or are enrolled in CHEM 241

Assessment: A consistent and sustained enrollment of students who elect to use this class to fulfill their pre-
professional requirements will indicate that we have appropriately identified our target audience. 
We will follow carefully not only who is enrolling, but what their reflections are on this class, for at 
least 2 years, to determine how well we are meeting the interests of this group.

 
BS Eligibility Supporting Statement:
   Automatic with NS distribution.

 

4.
New

Winter 
2011

CHEM 246
Biomedical Analytical Chemistry Laboratory - I
(UG Full 1.0, UG Half 1.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 
Short Course Description:
   The focus of this lecture/laboratory course is training students on the basic laboratory methods used in performing 
quantitative measurements of physiologically important species (glucose, potassium, salicylate, urea, creatinine, etc.) in 
simulated blood and urine samples using electrochemical, spectroscopic and separation techniques.

Meets Distr Req: NS
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Meets Gen Req: BS

Repeat for Credit? No

Advisory Prereq's: CHEM 130 or equivalent. CHEM 246 (LEC/LAB) must be taken concurrently with CHEM 245 and 
CHEM 247.

Credit Exclusions: No credit granted to those who have completed or are enrolled in CHEM 242.

Assessment: A consistent and sustained enrollment of students who elect to use this class to fulfill their pre-
professional requirements will indicate that we have appropriately identified our target audience. 
We will follow carefully not only who is enrolling, but what their reflections are on this class, for at 
least 2 years, to determine how well we are meeting the interests of this group.

 
BS Eligibility Supporting Statement:
   Automatic if approved for NS distribution.

 

5.
New

Winter 
2011

   

CHEM 247
Biomedical Analytical Chemistry Laboratory - II
(UG Full 1.0, UG Half 1.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This lecture/laboratory course focuses on basic laboratory methods used in performing quantitative measurements of 
physiologically important species (glucose, potassium, salicylate, urea, creatinine, etc.), as well as in simulated blood and 
urine samples using electrochemical, spectroscopic and separation techniques.

Meets Distr Req: NS

Meets Gen Req: BS

Repeat for Credit? No

Advisory Prereq's: CHEM 130 or equivalent. CHEM 247 must be taken together with CHEM 245 and CHEM 246.

Credit Exclusions: No credit granted to those who have completed or are enrolled in CHEM 242.

Assessment: A consistent and sustained enrollment of students who elect to use this class to fulfill their pre-
professional requirements will indicate that we have appropriately identified our target audience. 
We will follow carefully not only who is enrolling, but what their reflections are on this class, for at 
least 2 years, to determine how well we are meeting the interests of this group. 

 
BS Eligibility Supporting Statement:
   Automatic if approved for NS distribution.

 

6.
New

Winter 
2011

   

CLCIV 217
Minicourse on the Origins of Medical Terminology
(UG Full 1.0, Grad Full 1.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Benjamin Fortson) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This minicourse introduces students interested in the health-care professions to the origins of modern medical terminology 
from ancient Greek and Latin. The minicourse is designed to boost vocabulary acquisition and facilitate student access to 
current scientific, literary, and cultural discourse on the medical sciences.

Repeat for Credit? No

Assessment: The course instructor(s) will perform exit interviews and obtain feedback from alumni who have 
entered the health-care profession.

 

7.
New

Winter 
2011

   

CLCIV 347
Roman Religion from the Archaic Period to Late Antiquity
(UG Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Celia Schultz, PhD) 
 
Short Course Description:
   We examine cults and rites of ancient Rome, from the archaic period to the end of the fourth century, through the study of 
ancient authors and archaeological remains of sacred sites. 

Repeat for Credit? No

Advisory Prereq's: Prior course work on the Roman world (e.g., CLCIV 102 or 376, HIST 200 or 201)

Assessment: The instructor will solicit midterm student evaluations in order to make adjustments early enough 
to impact learning. The instructor will also pose open-ended questions at the end of the term to ask 
students how well the course met the stated goals.

 

8.
New

Winter 
2011

GEOSCI 156
Coral Reef Dynamics
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 
Short Course Description:

   The biology and ecology of modern reefs are studied, together with the evolution of the reef community and its 
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composition over geologic time. The class investigates the interaction between the organisms living in association with coral 
reefs. It also explores the ways in which our species affect the reefs both directly and indirectly through climate change.

Meets Distr Req: NS

Meets Gen Req: BS

Repeat for Credit? No

Credit Exclusions: No credit granted to those who have completed or are enrolled in GEOSCI 100.

Assessment: Learning assessments are generally handled directly by the faculty instructors.

 
BS Eligibility Supporting Statement:
   Course content is geology, oceanography, and biology.

 

9.
New

Winter 
2011

   

SPANISH 421
Cinema From Spain
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0, Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This topics course presents a thematic approach to Spanish cinema. Depending on faculty expertise, classes may focus on 
a specific period, genre, or topic related to Spanish cinema.

Repeat for Credit? No

Enforced Prereq's: Three courses in Spanish 300 or above (excluding 308); or two RCLANG 324 courses and two 
courses in Spanish 300 or above (excluding 308).

Assessment: The faculty member, working with the Chair of the Spanish Curriculum Committes, will measure 
course effectiveness as follows: 1) a mid-term evaluation, followed by appropriate adjustments to 
the course; and 2) a post-term questionnaire, followed by appropriate changes in the course in 
future terms. In addition, the faculty and Chair of Curriculum will monitor, on an ongoing basis, the 
role of the course within our entire sequence of courses.

 

10.
New

Winter 
2011

   

STDABRD 495
UM/IES at Buenos Aires, Argentina
(UG Full 12.0, UG Half 6.0, Grad Full 12.0, Grad Half 6.0) (Regular) (MLT) (various) 
 
Short Course Description:
   Students study at the IES Abroad Center in downtown Buenos Aires in English or Spanish and also can take a wide range 
of courses in Spanish at local universities. Three levels are offered: Beginning/Intermediate, Advanced, and Advanced 
Honors.

Repeat for Credit? Yes
Max Times Crs Can Be Elected: 2
Max Total Credits: n/a
Elect More Than Once in Same Term? No

Advisory Prereq's: Minimum four semesters of college-level Spanish fulfilled by SPANISH 232, SPANISH 230, RCLANG 
294 or RCLANG 314 or equivalent. For HONORS: Minimum six semesters of college-level Spanish 
fulfilled by SPANISH 275 & 276, RCLANG 324 or equivalent.

Permission To Enroll: Department

Assessment: Successful enrollment and completion rates by a number of students in a wide variety of 
concentrations will be one form of assessment. In addition, the Center for Global and Intercultural 
Study administers both local course evaluations and overall program evaluations to all student 
participants.

 

11.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

ASTRO 160
Introduction to Astrophysics
(UG Full 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Transcript Title Astrophysics Intro Astrophysics 

Credit Exclusions No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in ASTRO 102 

None 

Meets QR Req QR/2 QR/1 

 
QR Supporting Statement:
   ASTRO 160 is our core introductory course for concentrators, and it has been so for many years. We have long been 
remiss in granting only QR/2 credit for this course, which is strongly physics- and math-based. The entire course emphasizes 
understanding of astrophysical phenomena in terms of constructing quantitative, physical models.

 

12. CHEM 241
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Mod
Winter 

2011

   

Introduction to Chemical Analysis
(UG Full 2.0, UG Half 2.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Credit Exclusions None No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in CHEM 245 

 

13.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

CHEM 242
Introduction to Chemical Analysis Laboratory
(UG Full 2.0, UG Half 2.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Credit Exclusions None No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in CHEM 246 or CHEM 247 

 

14.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

HISTORY 450
Japan to 1700
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0, Grad Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Hitomi Tonomura) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Cross-Listing  ASIAN 450 

Course Title Japan to 1700 Japan to 1700: Origin Myth to Shogun Dynasty 

Short Course Descr The course discusses the history of Japan from 
prehistoric times to the development of a 
unified Samurai polity. Topics covered include 
the rise of the warriors, changing gender 
relations, multi-belief system, economic 
developments and war and violence. 

This course discusses the history of Japan from 
prehistoric times to the final, unified Samurai 
polity. Topics include the rise of the imperial 
family, changing gender relations, multi-belief 
system, economic developments, samurai's 
legal culture and violence. 

 

15.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

HISTORY 451
Japan Since 1700
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 2.0, Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 2.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Leslie Pincus) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Cross-Listing  ASIAN 451 

Course Title Japan Since 1700 Modern Japan 

Transcript Title Japan Since 1700 Modern Japan 

Time Sched Title Japan Since 1700 Modern Japan 

Short Course Descr An analysis of the forces which led to Japan's 
modernization and a survey of Japan's rise as a 
world power. 

An exploration of the transformation of Japan 
from a semi-feudal state to a world economic 
power, with emphasis on the diversity and 
conflict that has shaped Japan's modern history. 
 

Credits UG Full 3.0, UG Half 2.0 
Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 2.0 

UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0 
Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 3.0 

 

16.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

LATIN 101
Elementary Latin
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Short Course Descr None The primary goals of this course are 
fundamental understanding of basic Latin 
grammar and the development of basic reading 
skills. All of the assignments are directed 
toward the reading and translation of Classical 
Latin rather than writing or conversation. 

Credit Exclusions No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in LATIN 103, 193, or 502. 

Credit is granted for no more than two courses 
among LATIN 101, 102 and 103. No credit 
granted to those who have completed or are 
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enrolled in LATIN 193 or 502. 

 

17.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

LATIN 102
Elementary Latin
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Short Course Descr None The primary goals of this course are 
fundamental understanding of basic Latin 
grammar and the development of basic reading 
skills. All of the assignments are directed 
toward the reading and translation of Classical 
Latin rather than writing or conversation. 

Advisory Prereq's LATIN 101. Restricted by placement exam or permission of 
Elementary Latin Program coordinator. 

Enforced Prereq's 
(long) 

None LATI N 101 

Credit Exclusions No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in LATIN 193 or 502. 

Credit is granted for no more than two courses 
among LATIN 101, 102 and 103. No credit 
granted to those who have completed or are 
enrolled in LATIN 193 or 502. 

 

18.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

LATIN 103
Review Latin
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Short Course Descr None All of the assigned tasks and exercises in LATIN 
103 are directed toward the reading and 
translation of Classical Latin and not toward 
writing or conversation. A more rapid pace is 
maintained as LATIN 103 covers the material of 
LATIN 101 and 102. 

Advisory Prereq's Some background in Latin and assignment by 
placement test. 

Restricted by placement exam or permission of 
Elementary Latin Program coordinator. 

 

19.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

LATIN 231
Roman Kings and Emperors
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Advisory Prereq's LATIN 102 or 103. Restricted by placement exam or permission of 
Elementary Latin Program coordinator. 

Enforced Prereq's 
(long) 

None LATIN 102, 103, or 195. 

 

20.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

LATIN 232
Vergil, Aeneid
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Short Course Descr None This course asks students to build on their 
current knowledge and skills in Latin as they 
learn to read extensive passages of the greatest 
work of Latin literature, Vergil's Aeneid. Some 
grammar review is necessary. Students also 
study Vergil's epic poem in English translation. 
By term's end, they should not only be able to 
comprehend a Latin passage, but also to 
understand and appreciate the Aeneid as a work 
of poetry. 

Advisory Prereq's LATIN 231 Restricted by placement exam or permission of 
Elementary Latin Program coordinator. 
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Enforced Prereq's 
(long) 

None LATI N 231. 

 

21.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

LATIN 233
Late Latin
(UG Full 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Advisory Prereq's LATIN 231 OR P.I. Restricted by placement exam or permission of 
Elementary Latin Program coordinator. 

Enforced Prereq's 
(long) 

None LATI N 231. 

 

22.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

RUSSIAN 315
Field Work
(UG Full 1.0-3.0, UG Half 1.0-3.0) (Expr) (CR/NC) (Alina Makin) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course RUSSIAN 315 SLAVIC 315 

Advisory Prereq's Native proficiency or course in Russian 
language, literature, culture, or history. 

Native proficiency or course in Russian, Polish, 
Czech or Ukrainian language, literature, culture, 
or history 

 

23.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

UKRAINE 103
Intensive First-Year Ukrainian
(UG Full 8.0, UG Half 8.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Svitlana Rogovyk) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course UKRAINE 103 UKR 103 

Credit Exclusions No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in UKRAINE 152. 

No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in UKR 152. 

 

24.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

UKRAINE 151
First-Year Ukrainian
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Svitlana Rogovyk) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course UKRAINE 151 UKR 151 

Credit Exclusions No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in UKRAINE 103. 

No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in UKR 103. 

 

25.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

UKRAINE 152
First-Year Ukrainian
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Svitlana Rogovyk) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course UKRAINE 152 UKR 152 

Advisory Prereq's UKRAINE 151. UKR 151 

Credit Exclusions No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in UKRAINE 103. 

No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in UKR 103. 

 

26.
Mod

Winter 
2011    

UKRAINE 203
Intensive Second-Year Ukrainian
(UG Full 8.0, UG Half 8.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Svitlana Rogovyk) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO
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Home Course UKRAINE 203 UKR 203 

Advisory Prereq's UKRAINE 152 or 103. UKR 152 or 103. 

Credit Exclusions No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in UKRAINE 252. 

No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in UKR 252. 

 

27.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

UKRAINE 251
Second-Year Ukrainian
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Svitlana Rogovyk) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course UKRAINE 251 UKR 251 

Enforced Prereq's 
(long) 

UKRAINE 152 or 103 UKR 152 or 103 

Credit Exclusions No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in UKRAINE 203. 

No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in UKR 203. 

 

28.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

UKRAINE 252
Second-Year Ukrainian
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Svitlana Rogovyk) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course UKRAINE 252 UKR 252 

Enforced Prereq's 
(long) 

UKRAINE 251 UKR 251 

Credit Exclusions No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in UKRAINE 203. 

No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in UKR 203. 

 

29.
Mod

Winter 
2011    

UKRAINE 421
Directed Reading in Ukrainian Literature
(UG Full 1.0-4.0, UG Half 1.0-4.0, Grad Full 1.0-4.0, Grad Half 1.0-4.0) (Inds) (A-E) (Svitlana Rogovyk) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course UKRAINE 421 UKR 421 

 

30.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

UKRAINE 451
Advanced Ukrainian I
(UG Full 3.0, Grad Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Svitlana Rogovyk) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course UKRAINE 451 UKR 451 

Enforced Prereq's 
(long) 

UKRAINE 252 UKR 252 with a minimum grade of C 

 

31.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

UKRAINE 452
Advanced Ukrainian II
(UG Full 3.0, Grad Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Svitlana Rogovyk) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course UKRAINE 452 UKR 452 

Enforced Prereq's 
(long) 

UKRAINE 451 UKR 451 with a minimum grade of C 
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LSA CURRICULUM COMMITTEE 
Minutes of October 12, 2010 

Present: Phil Deloria (Chair), Caroline Canning, Ellie Dertz, Tim Dodd, Phil Gorman, Lori Gould, Mika Lavaque-
Manty, Neil Marsh, Jennifer Myers, Sally Oey, Sushama Pavgi, JoAnn Peraino, Pam Rinker, Catherine Sanok, Teresa 
Satterfield, Mandy Seyerle, Donna Wessel Walker, Evans Young, and Rebecca Zurier 
 
The meeting came to order at 3:10 pm. 
 
MINUTES 
 
The minutes for 10/5/10 were approved.  
 
DIFFERENCES BETWEEN LSA REQUIREMENTS AND CONCENTRATION REQUIREMENTS 
 
Phil Gorman and Donna Wessel Walker explained how LSA requirements differ from concentration requirements. 
General requirements include first-year and upper-level writing, R&E, QR, and the Language Requirement. Newman 
academic advisors use the attached pie chart with some case samples to orient incoming students to the general 
structure of an LSA degree. It requires a minimum of 120 credits divided into four approximately equal categories: 
concentration requirements (27-48 credits); area distribution (30 credits); general requirements (about 30 credits); and 
electives (12-63 credits). The number of credits in each category varies depending on a student’s concentration, 
placement exams, and personal interests. An overview of this information is available on the Newman advising 
website (http://www.lsa.umich.edu/advising/.  
 
Advisors urge first-year students to take a wide variety of courses that interest them, rather than focus immediately 
on getting all the requirements out of the way. Through such exploration, many students have discovered whole 
new areas and concentrations that otherwise would not have come to light. In addition, advisors have found that 
most students automatically satisfy most if not all of their college requirements simply by taking a wide variety of 
courses. In broad terms, the purpose of area distribution and general requirements is to achieve breadth across 
disciplines and acquire specific skill sets. On the other hand, concentration requirements are intended to provide 
content and depth within a discipline and subject. The committee recommended clarifying the texts in the LSA 
Bulletin about the purpose of area distributions and general requirements.  
 
College policy prohibits using courses within a concentration to satisfy area distribution. Phil Gorman was asking if 
this rule could be more flexible so that all students are able to graduate on time. This is critical for double 
concentrators who may be contemplating dropping one of their programs, particularly in their senior year. In order 
to be confident about their degree status, students need to consult their academic advisors and make use of the 
online degree audit, which is available directly to students in Wolverine Access. This report identifies any area 
distributions or general requirements not yet satisfied. The College’s general advisors, department advisors, and 
Academic Auditors Office continue to work with the Registrar’s Office to update the coding of the general and 
concentration requirements that underlie the degree audit. The Newnan LSA Advising Center also has developed an 
easy-to-read Audit Checklist report as an advising tool within the Online Advising File. Advisors can print or email 
a checklist to their students, and the Advising Center hopes to roll out an online version for students sometime in 
the coming year.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 5 pm. 
 
Fall Study Break:  October 19 (no meeting) 
Subcommittees:  October 26, 3-5 pm 
Next full meeting:  November 2, 3-5 pm, Course Approvals 
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MEMORANDUM 

 
 

TO: Members of the LSA Executive Committee 

FROM: Pam Rinker 

DATE: November 11, 2010 

SUBJECT: Summary of LSA Curriculum Committee Minutes 
for November 2, 2010 
 

1. Minutes of 11/2/10 were approved. 

2. Associate Dean Phil Deloria clarified the Curriculum Committee’s policies with 
regard to recusal. 

3. The committee accepted the recommendations of the R&E Subcommittee. 

4. The committee approved a decision by the Residential College to open the 
following concentrations to LSA students starting W11: Arts and Ideas; 
Social Theory and Practice; Creative Writing; and Drama. 

5. The committee acted upon course approval requests. 

6. Student members of the LSA Student Government summarized two 
initiatives. 
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LSA CURRICULUM COMMITTEE 
Minutes of November2, 2010 

Present: Phil Deloria (Chair), Caroline Canning, Ellie Dertz, Tim Dodd, Phil Gorman, Lori Gould, Neil 
Marsh, John Mitani, Jennifer Myers, Sally Oey, Sushama Pavgi, JoAnn Peraino, Pam Rinker, Catherine 
Sanok, Donna Wessel Walker, Evans Young, and Rebecca Zurier 

The meeting came to order at 3:10 pm. 

MINUTES 

Minutes of 10/12/10 were approved as amended. 

CLARIFICATION OF THE COURSE APPROVAL PROCESS 

Associate Dean Phil Deloria clarified the Curriculum Committee’s policies with regard to recusal. The practice of 
the committee has long been flexible rather than formal, which has served well when questions and issues arise. 
Individuals are recused from discussing their own course proposals. They should recuse themselves from 
voting on proposals from their department, but are allowed to participate in the discussion where they are 
often a good source of information and context. 

R&E PROPOSALS 

The committee accepted the recommendations of the R&E Subcommittee (see attached report for details): 

APPROVE (11) 
 
New / Blanket  
 

1. HISTORY 262. The American South. Stephen Berry. W11. 
 
Recertification / Blanket  
 

2. AMCULT 213. Introduction to Latino Studies. Maria Cotera, Anthony Mora. W11 
3. AMCULT 214. Introduction to Asian/Pacific American Studies. Emily Lawsin. W11. 
4. AMCULT 315 / HISTORY 377. History of Latinos in the U.S. Maria Cotera, Anthony Mora. W11. 
5. AMCULT 367. American Indian History. Michael Witgen. W11. 
6. LING 370. Language and Discrimination: Language as a Social Statement. Robin Queen. W11. 
7. PHIL 359. Law and Philosophy. Elizabeth Anderson. W11. 

 
Recertification / Topic-Specific 
 

8. AAPTIS / HISTORY / ASIAN / MENAS / REEES 340. FROM GENGHIS KHAN TO THE 
TALIBAN: Modern Central Asia. Douglas Northrop. W11 

9. AMCULT 103. First Year Seminar in American Studies, Images of African American Women. 
Tiya Miles. W11 

10. AMCULT 205. Space, Story, and American Self. Magdalena Zaborowska. W11 
11. AMCULT 310. Topics in Ethnic Studies – Filipino American Experience. Emily Lawsin. W11. 
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DEFERRED (2) 
 
Recertification / Blanket  

 
12. PHIL 355. Contemporary Moral Problems. Sarah Buss. W11 
 

Recertification / Topic-Specific 
 

13. AAPTIS 331. Introduction to Arab Culture – Race, Ethnicity, and Gender Issues. Raji 
Rammuny. W11. 

CONCENTRATIONS  

The committee approved a decision by the Residential College (RC) to open the following concentrations to 
LSA students starting W11: Arts and Ideas; Social Theory and Practice; Creative Writing; and Drama. The 
attached memo includes an updated course list for Arts & Ideas. The committee asked RC to work out 
important details with regard to parallel programs in English, SWC, and Drama. The outcome of these 
conversations may entail adding official exclusions to prohibit students from declaring more than one 
program in writing and drama. RC also was asked to consider how to distinguish these four concentrations by 
name. 

The committee approved the attached modifications for three concentrations: 

1. Philosophy (W11) 
2. Russian, East European, and Eurasian Studies (W11) 
3. Spanish (F11) 

ACADEMIC MINORS 

The committee approved the attached modifications for eight academic minors: 

1. East European Studies (F11) 
2. Epistemology & Philosophy of Science (W11) 
3. General Philosophy (W11) 
4. History of Philosophy (W11) 
5. Mind & Meaning: Philosophy (W11) 
6. Moral & Political: Philosophy (W11) 
7. Russian Studies (F11) 
8. Spanish (F11) 

COURSE APPROVALS 

1. The committee approved a total of 33 course approval requests: 12 new proposals and 22 
modifications (see Course Approval Appendix).  

2. HU distribution for ENGLISH 258/RELIGION 258 was deferred pending additional information from 
the instructor as to how the required writing would support HU distribution. 

3. In connection with the approval of RCSSCI 226 as a new course, the committee wanted to follow-up 
with Philosophy about any modifications to PHIL 224 as cross-listed and co-taught with RCIDIV 
224, the original version of this new course. 
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4. The following courses were approved for distribution and/or college requirement:  

a. HU: ENGLISH 232, 292, and 293 (F11); JUDAIC 250/HJCS 250/SAC 250 (W11); and PHIL 
162 and 381 (W11)  

b. NS/BS-eligible: ASTRO 205 (W11) and ASTRO 220 (F11) 
c. SS: RCSSCI 226 (W11) 
d. QR1: ASTRO 205 (W11); CMPLXSYS 250 (F10); PHIL 305 (W11); and PHYSICS 235 (F10) 
e. QR2: ASTRO 220 (F11) 

MATTERS ARISING 

LSA Student Government plans to send a letter to the dean stating the need for at least one grading opportunity 
prior to the drop/add deadline. Another effort is contributing three questions to an upcoming MSA ballot asking 
what information students want to see in the online Course Guide. One asks if they want instructors to attach a 
sample syllabus prior to registration. Phil Gorman said that Newman Advising Center does send clear 
guidelines to departments and instructors about what should be in the Course Guide, which includes all of LSA 
Student Government’s requests except for a syllabus. 

The meeting was adjourned at 5 pm. 

NEXT MEETING: DISCUSSION 
                                   November 9, 2010 
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RACE & ETHNICITY SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT  
LSA CURRICULUM COMMITTEE 

November 2, 2010 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
The R&E Subcommittee recommends the following actions regarding R&E proposals: 
 
APPROVE (13 ) 
 
New / Blanket  
 
1. HISTORY 262. The American South. Stephen Berry. W11. 

This course explores the post-Reconstruction South at the intersection of race, ethnicity, and culture, while 
also paying attention to how those issues relate to gender, class, and nation.  Throughout the semester, we will 
be asking in what ways are the South and various groups of Southerners unique and in what ways are they 
emblematic of the larger nation? 
Course objectives: 
• To introduce students to key racial and cultural developments in the American South since 

Reconstruction. 
• To recognize relationships between historical events and cultural processes. 
• To analyze and evaluate everyday and expressive cultural forms, particularly in relation to ideas of race 

and ethnicity. 
• To hone critical thinking and writing skills. 

 
Recertification / Blanket  
 
2. AMCULT 213. Introduction to Latino Studies. Maria Cotera, Anthony Mora. W11 

Latino and Latina Studies is an interdisciplinary approach to the study of Mexican, Puerto Rican, Cuban, 
Caribbean, Central American, and Latin American communities in the United States.  The course will offer an 
assortment of rubrics for understanding the interconnections between diverse Latina/o communities and also 
the differences that sometimes divide them.  Students will explore the many methodologies of Latina/o 
Studies by taking the opportunity to meet and learn from scholars across disciplines (including history, 
sociology, film studies, literary studies, and more) engaged in this field of study. 
 

3. ACULT 214. Introduction to Asian/Pacific American Studies. Emily Lawsin.  W11. 
This course is an introduction to the study of Asian American and Pacific Islander Americans.  We will 
consider the following questions: 
• How are Asian Americans and Pacific Islander Americans racialized? 
• What are the historical circumstances by which those communities have come to reside in the United 

States? 
• What contribution have they made, both historically and in the present, to American society and culture? 
• What issues do these communities face? 
• What intellectual insights do we gain from the study of Asian Americans and Pacific Island Americans? 
• How do Asian American and Pacific Islander American experiences problematize the rights and 

responsibilities of American Citizenship. 
 
4. AMCULT 315 / HISTORY 377. History of Latinos in the U.S. Maria Cotera, Anthony Mora. W11. 

This course will survey the major groups commonly classified as “Latino/a” in the United States. Particular 
attention will be given to the major populations (Mexican/Mexican Americans), but the course will also 
include discussion of other groups that are gaining prominence.  To organize the class, we will question the 
meaning of a racialized “pan-Latino” identity in the United States.  Ideas about race, gender, sexuality, and 
nation have been important in the shaping of modern assumptions about Latina/o identity.  We will consider 
how different groups of Latinos have historically understood these ideas and their relationships to other 
Americans and other Latino groups. 
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Our objectives for this class will center on building critical interpretative skills. By the end of the semester, 
students should be able to ask interesting, important questions about Latina/o history.  Moreover, students 
should have the skills to start to answer those questions by knowing how to conduct historical research.  Not 
only will we discuss the “facts” (events, chronology, historical context), we will also consider how historians 
piece together these facts and interpret their meaning for the United States history, many gaps remain.  
Students will be encouraged, therefore, to think about areas in the history that need to be filled. 

 
5. AMCULT 367. American Indian History. Michael Witgen. W11. 

This course is an introduction to the history of the Native peoples of North America.  Instruction will focus on 
the idea that indigenous people in North American possess a shared history in terms of being forced to 
respond to European colonization, and the emergence of the modern nation-state.  Native peoples, however, 
possess their own distinct histories and culture.  In this sense their histories are uniquely multi-faceted rather 
than the experience of singular racial group.  Accordingly, this course will offer a wide ranging survey of 
cultural encounters between Native Peoples and European and Euro-American empires, taking into account 
the many different indigenous responses to colonization.   This course will also move beyond the usual stories 
of Indian-white relations that center either on narratives of conquest and assimilation, or stories of cultural 
persistence.  We will take on these issues, but we will also explore the significance of Native peoples to the 
formation of modern North America.  This will necessarily entail an examination of race formation, and a 
study of the evolution of social structures and categories such as nation, tribe, citizenship, and sovereignty. 
 

6. LING 370. Language and Discrimination: Language as a Social Statement. Robin Queen. W11. 
Using language practice as the critical lens, the various socially constructed and historically grounded 
meanings of race, ethnicity and racism are discussed throughout the course, with students taking a largely 
inductive approach to developing a working sense of how race and ethnicity have been tied to particular ideas 
about language and of how ideas about language can be used as powerful instruments of racism and other 
kinds of prejudice and discrimination.  Through the use of specific examples from history, the media, the law 
and educational institutions, students consider the way language discrimination serves to support more 
general forms of racial and ethnic intolerance.   
 

7. PHIL 359. Law and Philosophy. Elizabeth Anderson. W11. 
This course analyzes law and legal institutions from the perspective of moral and political philosophy, with 
particular attention to U.S. civil rights law in historical context.  Topics studied in this course include methods 
of legal interpretation, equality and discrimination, democracy and voting rights, property rights and 
distributive justice, the tension between social control and liberty (including specific liberties, such as free 
exercise of religion), and the justification for punishing lawbreakers (or for imposing specific punishments, 
such as the death penalty).  Readings will be drawn from historical figures (Locke, Hume, Bentham, Mill); 
from contemporary legal philosophers; from texts in legal history, criminology, or sociology; and from 
statutes and court decisions. 

 
Recertification / Topic-Specific 
 
8. AAPTIS / HISTORY / ASIAN / MENAS / REES 340. FROM GENGHIS KHAN TO THE TALIBAN: Modern 

Central Asia. Douglas Northrop. W11 
This course focuses on questions of personal and communal identity, and considers how the borders between 
groups have been defined, what they meant to all sides, and how they changed.  Students will learn about 
everyday life in Central Asia, and how worldviews shifted – especially for the vast number of men and 
women who were outside the royal courts, military leadership, or diplomatic corps.  Three overall themes 
structure the course:  The fragmented, layered, and changing character of regional identities; the complexities 
of popular attitudes towards, and relations with, various forms of state power; and the differences between – 
and the complicated economic, environmental, political, artistic, and cultural legacies of – the major imperial 
systems (Russian, British, Chinese). 
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9. AMCULT 103. First Year Seminar in American Studies, Images of African American Women. Tiya 
Miles. W11 
Mammy. Jezebel/ Matriarch. Welfare Queen. This first-year seminar introduces students to the experience of 
African American women through the study of representation in the past and present.  Beginning with the 
imagery of jezebel and mammy constructed during the slavery era, we will trace and define the changing yet 
interrelated representations of Black women in American society.  Throughout the course, we will study 
processes by which stereotypes about race and gender intersect to define African American women in 
particular, limiting and recurring ways.  We will consider the ideologies from which these images have 
stemmed as well as the social and political uses to which these images have been put.  We will also examine 
the myriad ways that African American women have challenged, rejected, redeployed and transformed these 
images.  Our materials for this course will include works of history, cultural criticism, fiction, autobiography, 
and film. 

 
10. AMCULT 205. Space, Story, and American Self. Magdalena Zaborowska.  W11 

Taking an interdisciplinary Humanities approach, and using concepts of space to organize our ideas, we will 
study literary, historic, and cultural contexts that shape locate, and define “what is an American?”  We will 
pay close attention to the ways in which texts are architecture –or books and buildings/stories and spaces—
record and interpret various stages in the formation of Americanness: from the Puritan notions of 
representational self to postmodern theories of alienated, splintered, and fragmented subject. We will also 
examine the ways in which notions of private and public space are shaped by such aspects of socially 
constructed identity as gender, race, sexuality, class, ethnicity, and nationhood;  we will explore select historic 
moments in which one’s sex, skin color, class or ethnicity determined who did or did not belong in the 
idealized American social space.  Throughout the course, we will thus trace a fascinating dialogue between 
narrative and visual forms—between actual and imagined American peoples and their stories, places, forms, 
and structures. 

 
11. ACULT 310. Topics in Ethnic Studies – Filipino American Experience. Emily Lawsin.  W11. 

This is an interdisciplinary course on the experience of Filipinos in America.  We will interactively learn 
about Filipino Americans roles in historical events, contemporary issues, and how these affect community 
formation and life in America.  The assigned texts, films, guest speakers, and field trips will focus on the 
different waves of Filipina/o migration to the U.S., and the historical experience of “Pinoys” & Pinays” in 
education, labor, family, politics, and other sectors of American society.  A large focus will be on Filipinos of 
the Midwest, with a special emphasis on the Metro Detroit area.  Through historical, sociological, 
psychological, autobiographical, and literary readings, we will answer such questions as: Who/What is a 
Filipino American? What makes the Filipino’s experience in American unique from that of other Asian 
Pacific Americans? How are Filipino Americans “positioned” in the society?  What are some of the current 
issues facing Filipinos? What roles have Filipina/os played in civil rights and social activism? Overall, how 
have Filipino Americans strategized their changing places within this society? As we examine these issues, 
we will also uncover “new” historical findings within our local Filipina/o American Community. 

 
DEFFERED (2) 
 
Recertification / Blanket  
 
12. PHIL 355. Contemporary Moral Problems. Sarah Buss. W11 

In contemporary life, we are faced with many questions that have moral dimensions, only some of which may 
be obvious to us. In this course, we will delve into the moral dimensions of a range of contemporary issues, 
including affirmative action, freedom of expression, abortion, recreational drug use, poverty, civil 
disobedience, and the treatment of animals. In the process, we will also be examining different conceptions of 
morality and justice, and the presuppositions about human nature, society, and value that underlie them. 
Throughout the course, we will be concerned with issues of race and gender and how these categories 
interplay with the moral issues that we grapple with in contemporary society. A major point of contention is 
whether “race” refers to something apparently morally arbitrary (skin color, say, or  ancestry) or rather refers 
to positions in an unjust social hierarchy 
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Recertification / Topic-Specific 

 
13. AAPTIS 331. Introduction to Arab Culture – Race, Ethnicity, and Gender Issues. Raji Rammuny. 

W11. 
The theory behind the Introduction to Arab Culture – Race, Ethnicity, and Gender Issues course is to 
incorporate Arab culture into the discussions of multiculturalism and ethnic diversity that are currently being 
introduced at all levels of academia.  This broad introductory course is intended to expose the students to the 
cultural and ethnic suppositions that lay behind practices that Arab culture has historically upheld.  This 
approach is primarily concerned with increasing tolerance and understanding among diverse cultural groups.  
The design of the course gives students a chance to reflect upon and engage in topics that are often 
misrepresented or misunderstood in reference to Arab culture.  Ideally, the class promotes an increased desire 
to form a harmonious link between the Arab world and other cultures by exposing the universal trends that 
bind human cultures to each other, while helping students understand the characteristics and attributes that are 
unique to the Arab World. 
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PROPOSAL TO MODIFY AN EXISTING CONCENTRATION/PROGRAM  
 

Department/Unit:   _Philosophy__________________________________________________ 
Name of Concentration: _Philosophy__________________________________________________ 
Effective Term:   _Winter 2011_________________________________________________ 

 

                     Current Requirements Modified Requirements (type “same” if no changes) 

Min # credits 25, of which 16 must be in residence, 
including requirement 5a. 

Same. 

Prereqs One of PHIL 181, 182, 202, 232, 234, 
or 297. None of these courses counts 
toward the concentration requirements. 

Any 100- or 200- level course other than 
PHIL 180, 201, 296 (logic courses).  None 
of these courses counts toward the 
concentration requirements. 

Required 
courses 
(state 
minimum # 
of credits for 
upper-level 
courses) 

1. Logic: PHIL 303, 296, or 414. 

 
2. History of Philosophy: Two courses 
from among: PHIL 388, 389, 405, 406, 
458, 461, 462, 463, and 492. 

 
3. Value: Either PHIL 361 (Ethics), 366 
(Political Philosophy) or 367 (19th c. 
Social and Political Philosophy). 

4. Mind and Reality: Either PHIL 345 
(Language and Mind) or 383 
(Knowledge and Reality). 

 
 
5. Three additional courses: 
a. Two additional 400-level courses 
(other than PHIL 419, 455, 498, or 499). 

b. One additional course at the 300-
level or higher. 

1. Formal Methods: PHIL 303, 305, 296, 
413 or 414. 

2. History of Philosophy: PHIL 388 or PHIL 
389 and one additional course from among: 
PHIL 388, 389, 405, 406, 458, 461, 462, 463, 
and 492. 

 
3. Same. 
 
 
4. Mind and Reality: Either PHIL 345 
(Language and Mind), 383 (Knowledge and 
Reality), or 381 (Science and Objectivity). 
 

 

5. Same. 
 

 

Advising 

No changes 
Exclusions 

Dept. Honors 
(optional) 

Other 
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PROPOSAL TO MODIFY AN EXISTING CONCENTRATION/PROGRAM  

 
Department/Unit: Russian, East European, and Eurasian Studies (REEES) 
Name of Concentration: Russian, East European, and Eurasian Studies 

Effective Term:   Winter 2011 
Date Submitted:   October 4, 2010 

 
Complete all applicable fields. Also attach revised text for inclusion in LSA Bulletin. 

                     Current Requirements Modified Requirements (type “same” if no changes) 

Min # credits 30 Same 

Prereqs Russian 231 (Introduction to Russian Culture) 
OR Slavic 225 (Arts and Cultures of Central 
Europe) 

One introductory course, usually Slavic 225 or Russian 
231; or (if authorized by a REEES advisor) another 200- 
or 300-level REEES-approved course, with a similar 
emphasis on breadth of coverage.  (Narrowly focused 
courses, even if they appear on the REEES-approved 
list, are generally not acceptable as prerequisites.) 

Required 
courses 
(state 
minimum # of 
credits for 
upper-level 
courses) 

A minimum of 30 credits, including: 
• One of the following REES courses: 395 

(Survey of Russia: The Russian Empire, 
the Soviet Union, and the Successor 
States) OR 396 (Survey of Central and 
Eastern Europe and the Enlarged 
European Union) OR 397 (Eastern 
Europe in Transformation). 

• Completion of REEES 401 or its 
equivalent. 
 

A minimum of 30 credits, including: 
• One of the following REEES courses: 340 

(From Genghis Khan to the Taliban: Modern 
Central Asia), OR 395 (Survey of Russia: The 
Russian Empire, the Soviet Union, and the 
Successor States) OR 396 (Survey of Central 
and Eastern Europe and the Enlarged 
European Union) OR 397 (Eastern Europe in 
Transformation). 

• Completion of REEES 401 or its equivalent. 
 

Subplans/trac
ks 

n/a n/a 

Electives A minimum of 20 credits of CREEES-approved 
upper-level (300-400) courses distributed over 
four or more of the following fields: 
anthropology, economics, history, history of art, 
literature, music, political science, screen arts and 
cultures, and sociology, chosen in consultation 
with and approved by the CREEES undergraduate 
advisor 

At least 20 credits of REEES-approved upper-level 
(300-400) courses 

• Geographic distribution: at least one 3-credit 
course in each sub-area (Russia, Eastern 
Europe, and Central Eurasia) – including at 
least two of the three REEES survey 
(“gateway”) classes: 340, 395, 396/397 (i.e., 
may not count 396 and 397 as different 
gateways) 

• Disciplinary distribution: at least one 3-credit 
course in each sub-area (arts/culture, history, 
and social science).  Courses (including 
REEES gateways) may count for both 
geographic & disciplinary distributions. 

Cognates  n/a 

Advising  same 

Exclusions  same 
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Dept. Honors 
(optional) 

Undergraduate REEES concentrators who have 
maintained a 3.5 average in REES courses and a 
3.4 overall GPA may apply for admission to the 
REES Honors concentration program. 

Undergraduate REEES concentrators who have 
maintained a 3.5 average in REEES courses and a 3.4 
overall GPA may apply for admission to the REES 
Honors concentration program.  Completion of REEES 
403 which produces a thesis.  Thesis requires two 
readers.  Readers should be from different fields.  
These theses ideally involve substantial use of foreign-
language (REE) texts/sources/documents/databases. 
 

Other Language requirement: 
Completion of Russian 301/302; OR completion 
of 201/202 of Armenian, 
Bosnian/Croatian/Serbian, Czech, Polish, or 
Ukrainian; with a grade of at least "B" or 
satisfactory performance on a proficiency test in 
one of these languages. 
 

Language requirement: 
Students must show proficiency at the level equivalent 
to three complete years of the sequence in Russian or 
Polish, or two years of the sequence for other 
languages, as demonstrated either by a placement test 
or by a grade of B- or higher in the final semester.  
Further, all students in the REES concentration must 
actually complete at least two years (four semesters) of 
relevant university-level language training as approved 
by the REES advisor – through enrollment in 
language classes (of 3 credits or more) for a grade, not 
as an auditor or P/NC, and earning a grade of B- or 
better in the final semester.  (This training requirement 
means that students who satisfy the proficiency 
standards without actually taking classes, e.g. native 
speakers or those with prior experience or advanced 
high-school training, may choose either to take 
language (not literature) classes at the advanced-to-
superior level (e.g. 3rd-year Uzbek, 4th-year Polish, 5th-
year Russian, or the capstone seminar, Russian 499) or 
to begin acquiring a new language, usually a second 
area language (Russian, East European, or Central 
Eurasian).  In some cases intellectual interests or career 
plans may justify another language (e.g. Persian, 
Turkish, German, Greek, etc.). 
 
Students are welcome to seek dual concentrations but 
should be aware that only two courses may be shared 
between the REES and second concentration. 
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PROPOSAL TO MODIFY AN EXISTING CONCENTRATION/PROGRAM  
 

Department/Unit:   ___Romance Languages and Literatures_ 
Name of Concentration: ___Spanish 
Effective Term:   ___Fall 2011 
Date Submitted:   ___October 4, 2010 

 
Complete all applicable fields. Also attach revised text for inclusion in LSA Bulletin. 

                     Current Requirements Modified Requirements (type “same” if no changes) 

Min # credits 30 same 

Prereqs SPANISH 275 and 276. For eligible students, 
SPANISH 290, Spanish for Heritage Language 
Learners, may be substituted for SPANISH 275. 
Students who complete SPANISH 290 will also 
be exempted from SPANISH 276 if they go on to 
complete SPANISH 310, Advanced Grammar 
and Composition. Both prerequisites, SPANISH 
275 and 276, will be waived for Residential 
College students who complete one RCLANG 
324 readings course in Spanish. Students who 
complete a second RCLANG 324 course will 
receive concentration credit for a Spanish 
elective at the 300 level. 
 

SPANISH 277.  The prerequisite will be waived 
for Residential College students who complete 
one RCLANG 324 readings course in Spanish.  
Students who complete a second RCLANG 324 
course will receive concentration credit for a 
Spanish elective at the 300 level.  For eligible 
students, SPANISH 278, Spanish for Heritage 
Language Learners, can be substituted for 
SPANISH 277. 

Required 
courses 
(state minimum 
# of credits for 
upper-level 
courses) 

A minimum of 30 approved credits at the 300 
and 400 levels. At least 15 of those credits must 
be taken at the 400-level. Specific course 
selections must include two literature courses at 
the 300 level (6 credits) and two literature 
courses at the 400 level (6 credits).  

A minimum of 30 approved credits beyond the 
prerequisite, including: 

• 12 to 15 credits chosen from courses 
numbered 279 to 399 

• 15 to 18 credits chosen at the 400 level 

Specific course selections must include four 
literature courses.   

Subplans/tracks   

Electives Other courses, or "electives in Spanish," may be 
selected in Hispanic culture, linguistics, and film. 
Approved courses in other fields, if taught in 
Spanish, may also count as electives in Spanish 
(such courses are typically taken abroad). 

same 

Cognates One approved, optional cognate course (3 
credits), taught in English in the area of Hispanic 
studies, is allowed. 

same  
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Advising Students should consult a concentration advisor 
and develop a balanced program of study that 
includes the cultural production of various 
countries and historical periods. 

Advising appointments are scheduled at the 
department office, 4108 Modern Languages 
Building, (734) 764-5344. 
 

same 

Exclusions  No more than one independent study or 
internship course (3 credits) can be included in a 
concentration. 

Dept. Honors 
(optional) Qualified students holding a cumulative GPA of 

3.5 and a Spanish concentration GPA of 3.7 
may apply to the Honors program in Spanish at 
the beginning of the junior year. To apply 
students must fill out an application available on 
the department website at 
www.lsa.umich.edu/rll/concminors/sphonors.htm
l, and submit a copy of their transcript, a one-
page statement of purpose, and a sample essay 
in Spanish. After reviewing the materials, the 
Honors advisor will interview the applicant to 
discuss his/her interests and objectives. To 
graduate with an Honors concentration, a 
student must complete the normal concentration 
requirements in Spanish along with the following 
requirements: 

1. One additional course in SPANISH 
(3 credits) at the 400 level.  

2. Composition of a thesis in Spanish 
(a minimum of 40 pages). The thesis 
may consist of a critical study relating to 
Hispanic literature/culture, a creative 
writing project, or a multi-media project 
(in which case the page requirement 
may not apply). The research, planning, 
and execution will take place during two 
academic terms. After choosing a faculty 
member to direct the thesis, the student 
will enroll in SPANISH 490 and begin 
researching and drafting the thesis. By 
the end of the term in which the student 
elects SPANISH 490, the student will 
submit for a grade a complete 
bibliography and a prospectus. In the 
following academic term the student will 
enroll in SPANISH 491 and complete the 
thesis. SPANISH 490 and 491 will count 
within the seven course sequence of 
400-level courses for the Honors degree.  

3. A presentation and discussion of the 
thesis with the director and one or two 
other faculty members at the end of the 
term in which the student elects 

same 
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SPANISH 491. The Honors student has 
the option of inviting other students to 
the event. 

 

Other A minimum of 15 of the required 30 credits must 
be taken either in residence or through a study 
abroad program affiliated with the University of 
Michigan. 
 

same 

1. Send proposal and attached memo stating rationale for changes to Pam Rinker, LSA Undergraduate 
Education, 2242 LSA  1382.  

2. Also email electronic version of documents to pjmoran@umich.edu. 
3. If the concentration is adding any courses from other departments/academic units, please ask each 

chair/director to send you approval via email, and then forward them to Pam in one batch. Please note: 
Approval indicates two commitments: 1) the unit plans to offer the course on a routine basis; and 2) 
additional students should not preclude the unit’s own concentrators from enrolling. 
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PROPOSAL TO MODIFY AN EXISTING ACADEMIC MINOR  

Department/Unit  Philosophy___________________________________________ 

Name of Academic Minor Epistemology and Phil of Science Minor___________________________ 

Effective Term   Winter 2011__________________________________________ 

Date of Submission  October 7, 2010_______________________________________ 
 

Complete all applicable fields. Also attach revised text for inclusion in LSA Bulletin. 

Current Requirements Modified Requirements (type “same” if no changes) 

Min # credits 15, 9 in residence. Same. 

Prereqs One of PHIL 181, 182, 202, 232, 234, or 
297. 

Any 100- or 200- level course other than PHIL 180, 
201, 296 (logic courses). 

Required 
courses 
(state 
minimum # of 
credits for 
upper-level 
courses) 

a. One course in symbolic logic: PHIL 
296, 303, or 414. 
 
b. PHIL 345 or PHIL 383. 
 
c. Two other courses from the following: 
PHIL 320, 322, 383, 420, 422, 423, 425, 
443, and 477. 

a. Formal Methods: PHIL 296, 303, 305, 413 or 414. 

b. PHIL 345, 381, or 383. 
 
c. Two other courses from the following: PHIL 320, 
322, 381, 383, 420, 422, 423, 425, 443, and 477. 

Advising   

Exclusions   

Other No course will count toward the 
academic minor unless the student 
receives a grade of C- or better. 

At least one course taken to fulfill the 
minor must be at the 400-level. 

Same. 

 

At least one course taken to fulfill the minor must be at 
the 400-level, other than formal methods (PHIL 413, 
414). 
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PROPOSAL TO MODIFY AN EXISTING ACADEMIC MINOR  

Department/Unit  Philosophy___________________________________________ 

Name of Academic Minor General Philosophy Minor___________________________ 

Effective Term   Winter 2011__________________________________________ 

Date of Submission  October 7, 2010_______________________________________ 
 

Complete all applicable fields. Also attach revised text for inclusion in LSA Bulletin. 

Current Requirements Modified Requirements (type “same” if no changes) 

Min # credits 15, 9 in residence. Same. 

Prereqs One of PHIL 181, 182, 202, 232, 234, or 
297. 

Any 100- or 200- level course other than PHIL 180, 
201, 296 (logic courses). 

Required 
courses 
(state 
minimum # of 
credits for 
upper-level 
courses) 

a. Logic: PHIL 180, 201, 296, 303, or 
414. 

 
b. Two courses from the following: PHIL 
345, 361, 365, 366, 367, 383, 388, or 
389. 
 
c. One 400-level course, which must not 
include PHIL 401, 402, 414, or 455. 

a. Logic or Formal Methods: PHIL 180, 201, 296, 303, 
305, 413 or 414. 

b. Two courses from the following: PHIL 345, 361, 365, 
366, 367, 381, 383, 388, or 389. 
 
c. One 400-level course, which must not include PHIL 
401, 402, 413, 414, or 455. 

Advising   

Exclusions   

Other No course will count toward the 
academic minor unless the student 
receives a grade of C- or better. 

At least one course taken to fulfill the 
minor must be at the 400-level. 

Same. 

 

At least one course taken to fulfill the minor must be at 
the 400-level, other than formal methods (PHIL 413, 
414). 
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PROPOSAL TO MODIFY AN EXISTING ACADEMIC MINOR  

Department/Unit  Philosophy___________________________________________ 

Name of Academic Minor History of Philosophy Minor___________________________ 

Effective Term   Winter 2011__________________________________________ 

Date of Submission  October 7, 2010_______________________________________ 
 

Complete all applicable fields. Also attach revised text for inclusion in LSA Bulletin. 

Current Requirements Modified Requirements (type “same” if no changes) 

Min # credits 15, 9 in residence. Same. 

Prereqs One of PHIL 181, 182, 202, 232, 234, or 
297. 

Any 100- or 200- level course other than PHIL 180, 
201, 296 (logic courses). 

Required 
courses 
(state 
minimum # of 
credits for 
upper-level 
courses) 

a. Either PHIL 345, 361, 366, 367, or 383

 
b. Two courses from: PHIL 388, 389, 
405, 406, 458, 461, and 462. 
 
 
 
 
c. One additional course from the above 
list expanded to include:  PHIL 371, 385, 
433, 463, 466,474, and 492. 

a. Same. 

 
b. PHIL 388 or PHIL 389 
 
 
c. One additional course from: PHIL 388, 389, 405, 
406, 458, 461, and 462. 
 
d. Same. 
 
 

Advising   

Exclusions   

Other No course will count toward the 
academic minor unless the student 
receives a grade of C- or better. 

At least one course taken to fulfill the 
minor must be at the 400-level. 

Same. 

 

At least one course taken to fulfill the minor must be at 
the 400-level, other than formal methods (PHIL 413, 
414). 
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PROPOSAL TO MODIFY AN EXISTING ACADEMIC MINOR  

Department/Unit  Philosophy___________________________________________ 

Name of Academic Minor Mind and Meaning Minor_______________________________ 

Effective Term   Winter 2011__________________________________________ 

Date of Submission  October 7, 2010_______________________________________ 
 

Complete all applicable fields. Also attach revised text for inclusion in LSA Bulletin. 

Current Requirements Modified Requirements (type “same” if no changes) 

Min # credits 15, 9 in residence. Same. 

Prereqs One of PHIL 181, 182, 202, 232, 234, or 
297. 

Any 100- or 200- level course other than PHIL 180, 
201, 296 (logic courses). 

Required 
courses 
(state 
minimum # of 
credits for 
upper-level 
courses) 

a. One course in symbolic logic: PHIL 
296, 303, or 414. 

b. PHIL 345 or 383. 
 
c. Two additional courses from the 
following: PHIL 340, 345, 383, 409, 450, 
481, and 482. 

a. Formal Methods: PHIL 296, 303, 305, 413 or 414. 

b. PHIL 345, 381, or 383. 
 
c. Two additional courses from the following: PHIL 340, 
345, 381, 383, 409, 450, 481, and 482. 

Advising   

Exclusions   

Other No course will count toward the 
academic minor unless the student 
receives a grade of C- or better. 

At least one course taken to fulfill the 
minor must be at the 400-level. 

Same. 

 

At least one course taken to fulfill the minor must be at 
the 400-level, other than formal methods (PHIL 413, 
414). 
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PROPOSAL TO MODIFY AN EXISTING ACADEMIC MINOR  

Department/Unit  Philosophy___________________________________________ 

Name of Academic Minor Moral and Political Philosophy____________________________ 

Effective Term   Winter 2011__________________________________________ 

Date of Submission  October 7, 2010_______________________________________ 
 

Complete all applicable fields. Also attach revised text for inclusion in LSA Bulletin. 

Current Requirements Modified Requirements (type “same” if no changes) 

Min # credits 15, 9 in residence. Same. 

Prereqs One of PHIL 181, 182, 202, 232, 234, or 
297. 

Any 100- or 200- level course other than PHIL 180, 
201, 296 (logic courses). 

Required 
courses 
(state 
minimum # of 
credits for 
upper-level 
courses) 

a. Either PHIL 361,366 or 367 

 
b. Three additional courses from the 
following: PHIL 355, 356, 359, 361, 366, 
367, 369, 385, 429, 430, 431, 433, 442, 
443, and 485. 

Same. 

Advising   

Exclusions   

Other No course will count toward the 
academic minor unless the student 
receives a grade of C- or better. 

At least one course taken to fulfill the 
minor must be at the 400-level. 

Same. 

 

At least one course taken to fulfill the minor must be at 
the 400-level, other than formal methods (PHIL 413, 
414). 
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PROPOSAL TO MODIFY AN EXISTING ACADEMIC MINOR  

Department/Unit  Russian, East European, and Eurasian Studies (REES) 

Name of Academic Minor Russian Studies Minor  

Effective Term   Fall 2011 

Date of Submission  October 4, 2010 
 

Complete all applicable fields. Also attach revised text for inclusion in LSA Bulletin. 

Current Requirements Modified Requirements (type “same” if no changes) 

Min # credits 15 Same 

Prereqs None Same 

Required 
courses 
(state 
minimum # 
of credits for 
upper-level 
courses) 

Academic Minor Program: At least 15 
credits of courses on Russian specific 
topics, selected in consultation with and 
approved by the REES undergraduate 
academic advisor. A minimum of 3 
courses that will be counted toward the 
minor must be upper-level (300- or 400-
level). 

1.   REEES 395 – Survey of Russia: The 
Russian Empire, the Soviet Union, and 
the Successor States 

2.   One history course* 

3.   One social science course in either 
anthropology, economics, political 
science, or sociology 

4.   At least one course from the following 
fields: art history, literature, music, and 
screen arts and cultures. 

*In most cases, students who have taken 
REEES 395 should not enroll in History 
434. 

Academic Minor Program: At least 15 credits of 
courses on Russian specific topics, selected in 
consultation with and approved by the REES 
undergraduate academic advisor. A minimum of 3 
courses that will be counted toward the minor must be 
upper-level (300- or 400-level). 

1. REEES 395 – Survey of Russia: The Russian 
Empire, the Soviet Union, and the Successor 
States 

2. Disciplinary distribution: at least one 3-credit 
course in each sub-area (arts/culture, history*, 
and social science).   

*In most cases, students who have taken REEES 395 
should not enroll in History 434 

Advising Appointments are scheduled at the 
CREES office by calling (734) 764-0351. 
Arrangements for continuing contacts are 
made in the first meeting with the 
undergraduate academic advisor. This 
meeting should be scheduled during the 
second term of the sophomore year. 

Same 

Exclusions  Same 

Other  Same 

 

179



PROPOSAL TO MODIFY AN EXISTING ACADEMIC MINOR  

Department/Unit  Romance Languages and Literatures 

Name of Academic Minor Spanish 

Effective Term   Fall 2011 

Date of Submission  October 4, 2010 
 

Complete all applicable fields. Also attach revised text for inclusion in LSA Bulletin. 

Current Requirements Modified Requirements (type “same” if no changes) 

Min # credits 21 same 

Prereqs SPANISH 275 and 276 SPANISH 277.  The prerequisite will be waived for 
Residential College students who complete one 
RCLANG 324 readings course in Spanish.  Students 
who complete a second RCLANG 324 course will 
receive concentration credit for a Spanish elective at 
the 300 level.  For eligible students, SPANISH 278, 
Spanish for Heritage Language Learners, can be 
substituted for SPANISH 277. 

Required 
courses 
(state 
minimum # of 
credits for 
upper-level 
courses) 

21 credits of courses in SPANISH 

with 12 credits (4 courses) 

introducing the field of Hispanic 

Studies at the 300 level, and 9 

credits (3 courses) pursuing more 

in-depth investigation of literary, 

cultural, or linguistic subjects at the 

400 level. The minor must include 

two 300-level literature courses — 

one of which must be selected from 

SPANISH 320, 371, 372, 381, or 

382 — and one 400-level literature 

course. All courses included in the 

academic minor must be taught in 

Spanish.  

 

A minimum of 21 approved credits beyond the 
prerequisite, including: 

• 12 credits chosen from courses numbered 279 
to 399 

• 9 credits chosen from courses at the 400 level 

Specific course selections must include three literature 
courses.  Other courses, or “electives in Spanish,” may 
be selected in Hispanic culture, linguistics, and film.   
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Advising  Students should consult a concentration advisor and 
develop a balanced program of study that includes the 
cultural production of various countries and historical 
periods. 

Exclusions  No more than one Independent Study or Internship 
course (3 credits) can be included in a minor.   

Other 

At least 12 of the 21 credits for the 

Academic Minor must be taken in 

residence on the Ann Arbor Campus or 

through a study abroad program 

affiliated with the University of Michigan. 

 

 

At least 12 of the required 21 credits for the academic 
minor must be taken either in residence or through a 
study-abroad program affiliated with the University of 
Michigan. 
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LSA Curriculum Committee 
Course Approval Actions 

11/2/2010   

1.
New

Winter 
2011

   

ASTRO 205
Exploring the X-ray Universe
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Philip Hughes) 
 
Short Course Description:
   Since the 1970s X-ray telescopes have revealed a high-energy Universe from solar flares, through black holes and 
supernovae, to active galaxies and clusters. This course introduces the history, observational techniques, and underlying 
physics of X-ray emission and propagation, exploring the stellar, galactic and cosmic sites probed by this radiation.

Meets Distr Req: NS

Meets Gen Req: BS, QR/1

Repeat for Credit? No

Advisory Prereq's: MATH 115 or equivalent and any 100-level Astronomy course or any 200-level Physics course.

Assessment: We will review student performance and monitor enrollments.

 
BS Eligibility Supporting Statement:
   This is a course in a natural science department.
 
QR Supporting Statement:
   This is a 200-level course in Astronomy, and is taught at a technical and quantitative level that meets QR/1 standards. 
Please see QR supporting materials.

 

2.
New
Fall 

2011

   

ASTRO 220
New Discoveries in Astronomy
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Various) 
 
Short Course Description:
   Discuss the latest discoveries in astronomy with leading scientists from around the nation. In this course, the Astronomy 
Department's weekly professional visitors will also make simplified in-class presentations on their research. Students will 
have the opportunity to discuss the techniques, significance, and scientific context with both the visitor and the instructor.

Meets Distr Req: NS

Meets Gen Req: BS, QR/2

Repeat for Credit? Yes
Max Times Crs Can Be Elected: n/a
Max Total Credits: 9
Elect More Than Once in Same Term? No

Enforced Prereq's: Any 100-level Astronomy course.

Assessment: We will evaluate student performance at the end of the term and monitor enrollments. In addition, 
we will also examine any logistical issues and solicit feedback from the visitors.

 
BS Eligibility Supporting Statement:
   This course is in a natural science department.
 
QR Supporting Statement:
   A central component of the course will be focused on experimental design, both theoretical and empirical. Students' weekly 
homework assignments will regularly require the students to literally examine the quantitative reasoning behind each 
researcher's study.

 

3.
New

Winter 
2011

   

ENVIRON 356
Environmental History and the Tropical World 
(UG Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Richard Tucker) 
 
Short Course Description:
   Patterns of historical change in major ecosystems of the tropics and subtropics, in relation to theories of global 
environmental history. Transformations of natural resources in developing nations as a consequence of colonial governments 
and capitalist economies since 1800, in tropical forests, savanna lands, and mountain systems, and especially in the rapid 
escalation since 1945. The rise of modern systems of tropical resources management and conservation.

Repeat for Credit? No

Assessment: In addition to using end of term evaluations, the Department Curriculum Committee will be 
monitoring enrollment and using information obtained from advising discussions to determine if 
course is meeting programs goals and objectives. 
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4.
New

Winter 
2011

   

JUDAIC 250 / HJCS 250 / SAC 250
Jewish Film: Race, Ethnicity, and Nationality
(UG Full 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Maya Barzilai) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This lecture course offers an introduction to Jewish cinema from the earliest silent films to contemporary animated 
documentary. A range of European, American, and Israeli films will offer contrasting representations of Jewish ethnicity 
across diverse national contexts. We will consider how the nexus of race, ethnicity, religion, gender, sexuality and class 
informs images of Jews on the screen created in divergent historical periods and political circumstances.

Meets Distr Req: HU

Repeat for Credit? No

Assessment: Regular quizzes throughout the term will allow the instructor to measure how well students have 
understood and can apply the following: general cinematic terms, conventions of cinematic genres, 
histories of specific national cinemas, definitions of (Jewish) ethnicity on the screen, and 
characteristics of specific directors. Through class discussion and term papers, the instructor will 
also assess the extent to which the course has broadened students’ thinking about questions of 
ethnicity within specific national contexts and has provided them with critical tools for writing about 
the complex roles of Jews on and off the screen.

 

5.
New

Winter 
2011

   

PHIL 162
The University of Michigan: A Moral Institution?
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 2.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Gary Krenz) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This course examines moral dimensions of the University and its faculty, students, and staff in their roles as citizens of an 
academic community by applying classic moral theories to ethical issues arising in higher education, such as academic 
freedom, plagiarism, divestment, and affirmative action.

Meets Distr Req: HU

Repeat for Credit? No

Assessment: The professor will conduct a midterm course evaluation, in addition to asking open-ended questions 
about the course (features to retain, features that need improvement) in the final course 
evaluation.

 

6.
New

Winter 
2011

   

PHIL 305
Introduction to Formal Philosophical Methods
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Eric Swanson) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This course introduces formal techniques widely used across subfields of analytic philosophy. Philosophical applications of 
these techniques are discussed.

Meets Gen Req: QR/1

Repeat for Credit? No

Assessment: The professor will conduct a midterm course evaluation, in addition to asking open-ended questions 
about the course (features to retain, features that need improvement) in the final course 
evaluation.

 
QR Supporting Statement:
   PHIL 305 is a course similar to PHIL 296: Honors Introduction to Logic and PHIL 414: Mathematical Logic, which already 
satisfy the QR1 requirement. Some of the topics covered in the latter courses will be covered in PHIL 305. As in PHIL 296 and 
414, instruction in logical methods will go beyond purely symbolic manipulation to show how logic is used to analyze the 
validity of arguments in natural language and the logical connections between substantive claims. PHIL 305 will also cover a 
broader array of formal methods that are widely used to analyze philosophical problems. For example, it will consider how 
semantic theories of counterfactual conditionals are used to analyze claims about possibility and causation that arise in 
metaphysics and philosophy of science, and how basic probability theory is used in contemporary analyses of belief, 
assertion, and other notions from epistemology and the philosophy of language. In all cases, applications of formal methods 
to philosophical problems arising across the discipline will be stressed.

 

7.
New

Winter 
2011

   

PHIL 381
Science and Objectivity
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Gordon Belot) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This course explores central philosophical questions concerning knowledge and reality as they arise in philosophy of 
science. Topics may include: causation, explanation, conceptual change and scientific revolutions, knowledge of the 
unobservable, the objectivity of scientific knowledge. 

Meets Distr Req: HU
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Repeat for Credit? No

Advisory Prereq's: One introductory philosophy course

Assessment: The professor will conduct a midterm course evaluation, in addition to asking open-ended questions 
about the course (features to retain, features that need improvement) in the final course 
evaluation.

 

8.
New

Winter 
2011

   

RCSSCI 226
Globalization: Social Theory and Practice
(UG Full 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Frank Thompson) 
 
Short Course Description:
   Current controversies over globalization take place against a background of severe poverty in much of the world, extreme 
economic and other inequalities between (and within) rich and poor countries, and profound international effects of domestic 
policies. This course integrates approaches from political economy and political philosophy. Foundations of development 
economics and theories of global justice are introduced and applied to specific issues such as immigration, free trade, and 
sweatshops.

Meets Distr Req: SS

Repeat for Credit? No

Assessment: Program head will meet with instructor and Director of the Residential College after the first offering 
to discuss how effectively the course met its goals.

 

9.
New
Fall 

2011

   

SPANISH 280
Conversation Through Spanish/Latin American Film
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 
Short Course Description:
   Designed to provide maximum conversation practice based on topical Spanish and/or Latin American films along with 
related readings.

Repeat for Credit? No

Enforced Prereq's: SPANISH 277; or SPANISH 278; or RCLANG 324

Assessment: Advisees will communicate with their respective advisors. The faculty member, working with the 
Chair of the Spanish Curriculum Committees, will measure course effectiveness as follows: 1) a 
mid-term evaluation, followed by appropriate adjustments to the course; and 2) a post-term 
questionnaire, followed by appropriate changes in the course in future terms. In addition, the 
faculty and Chair of Curriculum will monitor, on an ongoing basis, the role of the course within our 
entire sequence of courses. 

 

10.
New
Fall 

2011

   

SPANISH 289
Introduction to Translation
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 
Short Course Description:
   The course provides students with the necessary skills to engage in Spanish-English and English-Spanish translations with 
a view to gaining introductory knowledge of the field and establishing the foundation for SPANISH 415.

Repeat for Credit? No

Enforced Prereq's: SPANISH 277; or SPANISH 278; or RCLANG 324

Assessment: Advisees will communicate with respective advisors. The faculty member, working with the Chair of 
the Spanish Curriculum Committees, will measure course effectiveness as follows: 1) a mid-term 
evaluation, followed by appropriate adjustments to the course; and 2) a post-term questionnaire, 
followed by appropriate changes in the course in future terms. In addition, the faculty and Chair of 
Curriculum will monitor, on an ongoing basis, the role of the course within our entire sequence of 
courses.

 

11.
New
Fall 

2011

   

SPANISH 296
Special Topics in Hispanic Literatures and Cultures
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 
Short Course Description:
   Through specific key topics in Hispanic literatures, this course provides a survey of major genres, authors, and texts from 
colonial times to the present.

Repeat for Credit? No

Enforced Prereq's: SPANISH 277; or SPANISH 278; or RCLANG 324

Assessment: Advisees will communicate with their respective advisors. The faculty member, working with the 
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Chair of the Spanish Curriculum Committees, will measure course effectiveness as follows: 1) a 
mid-term evaluation, followed by appropriate adjustments to the course; and 2) a post-term 
questionnaire, followed by appropriate changes in the course in future terms. In addition, the 
faculty and Chair of Curriculum will monitor, on an ongoing basis, the role of the course within our 
entire sequence of courses.

 

12.
New
Fall 

2011

   

SPANISH 299
Introductory Internship
(UG Full 1.0-3.0, UG Half 1.0-3.0) (Expr) (A-E) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This course allows students to earn up to 3 credits for internships that involve the extensive use of Spanish either abroad 
or in the US. Students may intern in private companies or NGO's that provide social services or health care.

Repeat for Credit? Yes
Max Times Crs Can Be Elected: n/a
Max Total Credits: 3
Elect More Than Once in Same Term? No

Enforced Prereq's: SPANISH 277; or SPANISH 278; or RCLANG 324

Permission To Enroll: Department

Assessment: Advisees will communicate with their respective advisors. The faculty member, working with the 
Chair of the Spanish Curriculum Committees, will measure course effectiveness as follows: 1) a 
mid-term evaluation, followed by appropriate adjustments to the course; and 2) a post-term 
questionnaire, followed by appropriate changes in the course in future terms In addition, the faculty 
and Chair of Curriculum will monitor, on an ongoing basis, the role of the course within our entire 
sequence of courses.

 

13.
Mod
Fall 

2010

   

CMPLXSYS 250
Social Systems and Energy
(UG Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Meets QR Req  QR/1 

 
QR Supporting Statement:
   This course introduces energy problems from global to local scales, building on a conceptual framework of engineered, 
natural, and social systems. The central theme is that society’s energy challenges are defined as much by human choices as 
they are by energy-technologies; people make choices as individuals, as members of groups, and as parts of society at large. 
A recurring theme is that numbers matter: how much, how many, how fast, what and how to measure. See attached 
proposal for details.

 

14.
Mod

Winter 
2011    

CZECH 315
The Czech New Wave and Its Legacy
(UG Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Herbert J. Eagle) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Cross-Listing  SAC 315 

 

15.
Mod
Fall 

2011    

ENGLISH 232
Introduction to Visual Culture
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 2.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Meets Distr Req  HU 

 

16.
Mod
Fall 

2011    

ENGLISH 292
Topics in Language and Literature
(UG Full 1.0-2.0, UG Half 1.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO
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Meets Distr Req  HU 

 

17.
Mod
Fall 

2011    

ENGLISH 293
Great Works
(UG Full 1.0-2.0, UG Half 1.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Meets Distr Req  HU 

 

18.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

GEOSCI 310
Petrology
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Rebecca Lange) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Course Title Petrology Geochemistry of the Solid Earth 

Transcript Title Petrology Geochem Solid Earth 

Time Sched Title Petrology Geochem Solid Earth 

 

19.
Mod

Spring 
2011

   

GEOSCI 440
Field Course in Geology
(UG Half 8.0, Grad Half 8.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Credits UG Half 8.0, Grad Half 8.0 UG Full 5.0, UG Half 5.0 
Grad Full 5.0, Grad Half 5.0 

 

20.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

HISTORY 262
The American South
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Stephen Berrey) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Credits UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0 UG Full 4.0, UG Half 3.0 

Components-Hours LEC LEC-3, DIS-1 

Graded Component LEC DIS 

Advisory Prereq's HISTORY 260 and 261 are recommended but 
not required 

None 

 

21.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

HISTORY 264
Exploring America, 1607-1815
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Course Title Exploring America, 1607-1815 Exploring America 

Short Course Descr A study of the exploration of the Anglo-
American world, 1607-1815. Examines entry, 
migration, and colonization of North America. 
Topics include: war; empire; captivity; trade; 
science; and persistent illusion; the pursuit of 
individual liberty. Focuses on English and U.S. 
encounters with Europeans and indigenous 
cultures. Explorers include: John Smith, Juan de 
Onate, the Sieur de la Verendrye, Daniel Boone, 
Conrad Weiser, and Lewis and Clark. Effort is 
made to recover individual imagination in maps 
and "native voices" in narratives. 

A study of the exploration of the Anglo-
American world through 1849. Examines entry, 
migration, and colonization of North America. 
Topics include war, empire, captivity, trade, 
science, persistent illusion, and the pursuit of 
individual liberty. It focuses on English and U.S. 
encounters with Europeans and indigenous 
cultures. Explorers covered are John Smith, 
Juan de Onate, the Sieur de la Verendrye, 
Daniel Boone, Conrad Weiser, Lewis and Clark, 
Zebulon Pike and John Fremont. Effort is made 
to recover individual imagination in maps and 
"native voices" in narratives. 
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Credits UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0 UG Full 4.0, UG Half 3.0 

Components-Hours LEC LEC-3, DIS-1 

Graded Component LEC DIS 

 

22.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

HISTORY 272
The Modern Civil Rights Movement
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Matthew Countryman) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Credits UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0 UG Full 4.0, UG Half 3.0 

Components-Hours LEC LEC-3, DIS-1 

Graded Component LEC DIS 

Advisory Prereq's At least sophomore standing. None 

 

23.
Mod
Fall 

2011

   

MATH 489
Mathematics for Elementary and Middle School Teachers
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0, Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Short Course Descr None The course provides an overview of the 
mathematics underlying the elementary and 
middle school curriculum. It is required of all 
students intending to earn an elementary 
teaching certificate. Concepts are heavily 
emphasized with some attention given to 
calculation and proof. 

Advisory Prereq's MATH 385 or 485 None 

Enforced Prereq's 
(long) 

None MATH 385 

 

24.
Mod
Fall 

2010

   

PHYSICS 235
Physics for the Life Sciences II
(UG Full 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Min Grade Req C  

Meets QR Req  QR/1 

 
QR Supporting Statement:
   This course will teach students how to use the laws of physics to understand how life works, and provide students with the 
framework they might want to use to build a more detailed understanding later. Physics 235 is the second course in the Life 
Sciences Sequence, and PHYSICS 135 already satisfies QR1.

 

25.
Mod
Fall 

2011    

POLISH 314
Polish Cinema
(UG Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Herbert J. Eagle) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Cross-Listing  SAC 314 

 

26.
Mod
Fall 

2011

ROMLING 330 / SPANISH 330
Introduction to Spanish Linguistics
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

187



   

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course ROMLING 330 ROMLING 298 

Cross-Listing SPANISH 330 SPANISH 298 

Credits UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0 UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0 

Components-Hours LEC, DIS LEC, REC 

Graded Component DIS LEC 

Enforced Prereq's 
(long) 

SPANISH 275 & 276; or SPANISH 290 & 310; or 
SPANISH 276 & 290; or RCLANG (RCCORE) 
324. 

SPANISH 277; or SPANISH 278; or RCLANG 
324 

 

27.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

RUSSIAN 551
Old Russian Literature
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0, Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Omry Ronen) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Short Course Descr None This is a concise historical survey of mediaeval 
East Slavic written monuments, both 
ecclesiastic and secular, considered within the 
cultural framework of the Kievan Rus’(10th to 
13th century) and of Muscovy (13th to 17th c.), 
as well as certain local centers. Specimens of 
homiletics (Sermon on Law and Grace), 
hagiography (The Life and Assassination of SS. 
Boris and Gleb, Life of St. Stephan of Perm, Life 
of Archpriest Avvakum), chronicles, and lay 
literature (The Instruction of Vladimir 
Monomachus, The Igor Tale, The Supplication of 
Daniil Zatochnik, Discourse on the Ruin of the 
Land of Rus, The Journey Beyond Three Seas by 
Afonasii Nikitin, The Tale of Dracula, accounts of 
the Time of Troubles, and some 17th c. fiction 
and poetry) will be discussed with special 
attention to their language and style. 

 

28.
Mod
Fall 

2011    

SLAVIC 313 / RCHUMS 313
Russian and Ukrainian Cinema
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Herbert J. Eagle) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Cross-Listing RCHUMS 313 RCHUMS 313 / SAC 313 

 

29.
Mod
Fall 

2011

   

SPANISH 275
Grammar and Composition
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course SPANISH 275 SPANISH 277 

Course Title Grammar and Composition Reading, Grammar and Composition 

Transcript Title Grammar&Comp Rdg, Grammar, & Comp 

Time Sched Title Grammar&Comp Rdg, Grammar, & Comp 

Short Course Descr An introductory course aimed at developing skill 
in speaking and writing Spanish with emphasis 
in SPANISH 275 on a mastery of grammar. 

An intermediate course aimed at mastery of 
reading, grammar, and composition. 

Credits UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0 UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0 

Advisory Prereq's Students who receive transfer credit for 
SPANISH 232 and wish to continue with their 
language study are strongly encouraged to take 
the Spanish placement exam to be certain that 
they are prepared for SPANISH 275. 

Students who receive transfer credit for 
SPANISH 232 and wish to continue with their 
language study are strongly encouraged to take 
the Spanish placement exam to be certain that 
they are prepared for SPANISH 277. 
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Enforced Prereq's 
(long) 

SPANISH 230 or 232 with a grade of C- or 
higher; RCLANG 294 or 314; or assignment of 
SPANISH 275 by placement test. 

SPANISH 230 or 232 with a grade of C- or 
higher; RCLANG 294 or 314; or assignment of 
SPANISH 277 by placement test. 

 

30.
Mod
Fall 

2011    

SPANISH 290 / AMCULT 224
Spanish for Heritage Language Learners
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course SPANISH 290 SPANISH 278 

 

31.
Mod
Fall 

2011

   

SPANISH 305
Spanish for the Professions
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course SPANISH 305 SPANISH 283 

Enforced Prereq's 
(long) 

SPANISH 275 and 276; or SPANISH 290 and 
310; or SPANISH 276 and 290; or RCLANG 
324. 

SPANISH 277; or SPANISH 278; or RCLANG 
324 

 

32.
Mod
Fall 

2011

   

SPANISH 308
Workshop in Academic Writing
(UG Full 1.0, UG Half 1.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Graded Component LEC REC 

Enforced Prereq's 
(long) 

SPANISH 275 and 276; or SPANISH 290 and 
310; or SPANISH 276 and 290; or RCLANG 324 

SPANISH 277; or SPANISH 278; or RCLANG 
324 

 

33.
Mod
Fall 

2011

   

SPANISH 310
Advanced Composition and Style
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course SPANISH 310 SPANISH 287 

Short Course Descr Course will pride participants with advanced 
knowledge of grammar and practice in writing. 

Course is intended to provide advanced 
knowledge of grammar and practice in writing. 

Enforced Prereq's 
(long) 

SPANISH 275 and 276; or SPANISH 290; or 
RCLANG 324; or equivalent. 

SPANISH 277; or SPANISH 278; or RCLANG 
324 

 

34.
Mod
Fall 

2011

   

SPANISH 320
Introduction to the Study of Literature
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course SPANISH 320 SPANISH 295 

Course Title Introduction to the Study of Literature Introduction to Hispanic Literatures 

Transcript Title Intro to Lit Intro Hispanic Lits 

Time Sched Title Intro to Literature Intro Hispanic Lits 

Short Course Descr A genre-based introduction to the study of 
Spanish language narrative, poetry, drama, and 
essays. 

A genre-based introduction to the study of 
Spanish-language narrative, poetry, drama, and 
essays. 
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Enforced Prereq's 
(long) 

SPANISH 275 and 276; or SPANISH 290 and 
310; or SPANISH 276 and 290; or RCLANG 
324. 

SPANISH 277; or SPANISH 278; or RCLANG 
324 
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MEMORANDUM 

 
TO: Members of the LSA Executive Committee 

FROM: Pam Rinker 

DATE: November 18, 2010 

SUBJECT: Summary of LSA Curriculum Committee Minutes 
for November 9, 2010 

1. Minutes of 11/2/10 were approved. 

2. Sweetland Writing Center presented a proposed Academic Minor in Writing.  

3. Since SWC first considered offering this minor as an Undergraduate Certificate 
Program, the committee reviewed this option.  

4. The committee reviewed a proposal from the School of Education for a new 
Sequential Undergraduate/Graduate Studies Program (SUGS) in Teaching. 

5. The committee received an update on CICS 101 with regard to the committee’s 
enrollment concerns when the course was approved. 
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LSA CURRICULUM COMMITTEE 
Minutes of November 9, 2010 

Present: Evans Young (Acting Chair), Caroline Canning, Ellie Dertz, Phil Gorman, Lori Gould, Mika Lavaque-
Manty, Neil Marsh, Jennifer Myers, Esrold Nurse, Sally Oey, Sushama Pavgi, Pam Rinker, Teresa Satterfield, 
Mandy Seyerle, Donna Wessel Walker, and Rebecca Zurier 

Visitors: Brad Farnsworth, Rick Francis, Anne Gere, Beth Grzelak, Ken Kollman, Joan McCoy, and Mary Starr 

The meeting came to order at 3:10 pm. 

MINUTES 

The 11/2/10 minutes were approved.  

SWEETLAND WRITING CENTER ACADEMIC MINOR IN WRITING 

Anne Gere, Director of Sweetland Writing Center, presented the attached Academic Minor in Writing 
proposal to be offered by SWC. Sweetland believes undergraduates need more opportunities to learn and 
develop their writing beyond the two writing requirements. The Center is uniquely positioned to teach writing 
across the disciplines. E-Portfolios used by students in the Minor will allow Sweetland to conduct more 
research on the pedagogy of writing. The focus of the new minor would be on expository, evidence-based, 
argumentative writing typically used in undergraduate courses. Sweetland intends to target students seeking 
greater expertise in writing as prime candidates for recognition on a UM degree. Interested students would 
begin working on the minor in their sophomore year. Completion of the FYWR is a prerequisite for the new 
minor, and the requirements include two ULWR courses. One must be in their own concentration, and the 
other may be in a related department. Since it is difficult to predict student interest in a writing program, 
SWC has included certain courses as control gates with SWC 200 being the deciding factor. SWC 400, 
Advanced Rhetoric and Research, would be the capstone course. The committee asked Prof. Gere to consider 
any similar concentrations and academic minors that should be excluded from taking this minor, such as the 
separate minor in creative writing being proposed by English and RC’s Creative Writing and Literature. They 
also requested more information about the logic and rationale behind the sequence of courses, and reminded 
Prof. Gere that students cannot declare a minor until they have declared a concentration. This proposal will on 
the agenda for the course approval meeting on December 7. 

DEPARTMENTAL UNDERGRADUATE CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS  

Since SWC first considered offering their proposed minor as an Undergraduate Certificate Program, the 
committee reviewed this option. Certificates are offered by specific departments to recognize core proficiencies 
and skill sets. Language certificates may require a proficiency test; others may entail completion of three or four 
related courses. Departmental undergraduate certificates are not sanctioned by the college nor do they appear on 
student transcripts as per the Faculty Code. As a liberal arts college, LSA created academic minors with 15-18 
credits. The committee saw no need to reconsider this policy and expressed concern about possible proliferation 
of departmental certificate programs.  

SCHOOL OF EDUCATION: SEQUENTIAL UNDERGRADUATE/GRADUATE STUDIES PROGRAM (SUGS) IN 
TEACHING 

As background information, the attached guidelines for SUGS were approved by the Curriculum Committee in 
December 2007 in connection with a proposal from Public Health. Such 4 + 1 accelerated programs allow 
students to complete their Bachelor degree by the end of Fall term in their senior year, transition to a graduate 
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career, and earn a Masters in the fifth year. The proposed SUGS in Teaching (see attached proposal) was 
developed in concert with the IDEA Institute directed by Brian Coppola. The Institute’s University Network for 
Integrated Teacher Education (UNITE) program proposes a 5-year pathway to a Masters in Education, to 
provide students with an alternative option to careers in research and industry.  

Three people involved in drafting this proposal attended the meeting to answer questions about the new SUGS: 
Beth Grzelak, Teacher Education Program Director; Joan McCoy, School of Education Registrar; and Mary 
Starr, Program Manager of the IDEA Institute. The goal of the program is to provide more well-qualified 
teachers in science and math in Michigan and elsewhere. It would target very advanced first- and second-year in 
science and math who are highly focused and motivated. Interested students would enter the pipeline through 
the FUTURE program, which provides undergraduates with unique experiences collaborating with high school 
teachers.  

The usual path of completing a BA/BS in LSA before matriculating to SOE can be a difficult transition. To 
develop the deep and broad knowledge necessary to teach, SOE has designed teaching majors and minors in 
many areas of study to meet the State of Michigan requirements for provisional certification. The Masters in 
Educational Studies with Secondary Teaching Certification (MAC) is an intensive 12-month program that 
prepares students for secondary education. Only a small number of science and math students are in the MAC 
program in year, perhaps 10-15. In the entire state, only about 50 students are certified to teach physics each 
year. The hope is that this new SUGS program would add an additional 3-4. The committee asked how the 
program relates to Teach for America, in which students are paid while they gain two-years of experience. SOE 
representatives said they work closely with TFA and respect their program. They also see many students return 
after realizing they need more credentials to continue in secondary education. 

The committee’s primary concern was whether the proposed SUGS program would actually be feasible. 
Compared with other 4 + 1 programs, it would be very rigid and allow students almost no room for exploration. 
Most science and math majors already have a packed curriculum, and many declare double concentrations and 
an academic minor. The SUGS program would require students to make a decision in their very first-year in 
order to complete all the requirements, thus putting pressure on academic advisors to make interested students 
aware of this option. In addition, the requirements assume that all courses would be offered in a lock-step term 
sequence and alignment of science and math prerequisites and double-counted courses. Most importantly, the 
committee did not see how the proposal incorporates the 20-credit teaching minor. They deferred a decision 
until they see a revised proposal that addresses these concerns along with reworked sample programs for math 
and science majors. Some expressed doubts as to whether the FUTURE program successfully attracts the best 
and brightest, many of whom arrive with a lot of curiosity and very diverse interests.  

CICS 101 

Brad Farnsworth, Director of the Center for International Business Education and current instructor of CICS 
101, and Ken Kollman, Director of the Center for International and Comparative Studies, presented an update 
on enrollment issues as requested by the committee when CICS 101 was approved. When it was taught as UC 
145/GEOG 145, Global Interdependence, in the Winter Terms the course averaged 90-100. When CICS 101, 
Introduction to International Studies, was added as the home department in W10, enrollment quickly grew to 
130. Because of strong demand, the course was taught again in F10 with an enrollment of 175 students and 70 
students on the waitlist. Concentrators in International Studies now number 235 and growing. CICS 101 was 
intended to serve as a gateway into the concentration for freshman and sophomores, most of whom have little or 
no background in Economics or globalization issues. Unfortunately, the large number of juniors and seniors still 
needing the course has created a significant backlog. Having juniors and seniors in 100-level courses is never 
desirable, so the committee suggested advisors consider granting exceptions for related 300-level courses.  
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Majors have a choice of four different tracks with straightforward requirements and course options. Academic 
advising for the IS minor, however, has been more intense in order to tailor a plan to fit each student’s interests. 
If the number of IS concentrators grows to 450-500, CICS would like to replace the half-time advisor with a 
full-time position. While departmental faculty have been excited to teach CICS 401, finding instructors requires 
ongoing negotiations. 

The meeting was adjourned at 5 pm. 

Next meeting:  November 16, 3-5 pm, Discussion 
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Proposal for an Undergraduate Academic Minor in Writing 
 

SWEETLAND CENTER FOR WRITING 
10.28.10 

 
The Sweetland Center for Writing proposes the creation of an undergraduate Minor in Writing, a 15 credit 
course sequence that builds on LSA students’ First-Year Writing Requirement course and incorporates 
students’ existing Upper-Level Writing Requirement course.  The Minor in Writing complements 
students’ primary course of study by promoting discipline-specific writing competence and rhetorical 
awareness across a range of genres and modes.  Because extended writing fosters learning, the Minor in 
Writing also provides opportunities for students to deepen their disciplinary knowledge and to reflect on 
their learning through the development of an electronic portfolio.  The Minor in Writing will offer 
students the opportunity to earn a credential that certifies their writing expertise to prospective employers 
and graduate programs. The electronic portfolio that students assemble will also create a unique 
opportunity for institutional assessment of student writing development at the University of Michigan. 
 
Rationale 
 
Employers and graduate programs increasingly seek college graduates who demonstrate proficiency in 
writing and can compose in a variety of media for diverse audiences.  Students themselves, as the 
Cooperative Institutional Research Program (CIRP) College Senior survey reflects, regularly express 
regret that they have not done more writing as undergraduates.  Research suggests that students need 
more opportunities for writing in a range of modes and genres both in and outside of their majors.  
Currently, the University of Michigan’s First-Year Writing Requirement and Upper-Level Writing 
Requirement courses are aimed at developing students’ abilities to make well-supported arguments.  As a 
formal credential, the Minor in Writing will encourage students to take fuller advantage of existing course 
offerings to further develop their writing abilities, and provide recognition for those students who are 
already pursuing writing instruction beyond the required courses. 
 
Student Learning Outcomes 
 
Students who complete the Undergraduate Minor in Writing will demonstrate the ability to: 
 

• Produce complex and well supported arguments that matter in academic contexts. 
• Use flexible strategies for organizing, revising, and proofreading writing of varying lengths and 

genres. 
• Identify and implement rhetorical choices responsive to the demands of specific genres, 

audiences, and rhetorical situations, both academic and non-academic. 
• Compose in a variety of modes, including a range of new media. 
• Identify the expectations that characterize writing in their concentration, and use this knowledge 

to write effectively in a range of genres in that discipline. 
• Use meta-language regarding writing processes, rhetorical choices, genre expectations, and 

disciplinary discourse to discuss writing-in-progress and writing development over time. 
• Collaborate with other writers to improve writing-in-progress and produce co-authored 

documents. 
 
Students must complete the following courses, with an average minimum GPA of 3.3 for courses 
fulfilling the Minor: 
 

Prerequisites 
First-Year Writing Requirement Course 
  
Required Courses (15-17 credits)       
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• Upper-Level Writing Requirement Course in Concentration  3-4 
• SWC 200: New Media Writing (Electronic Portfolios)       3 
• ENGLISH 225: Academic Argumentation or  ENGLISH 229:   

Professional Writing or ENGLISH 325: Art of the Essay       3 
• Additional Upper-Level Writing Requirement Course in  

Concentration or Related Field     3-4 
• SWC 400: Advanced Rhetoric and Research (Capstone Experience)     3 

 
Total          15-17 

 
Electronic Portfolio 
 
Students who are given opportunities to reflect on disciplinary expectations and to describe their writing 
experiences demonstrate greater proficiency in writing (Sternglass 1997; Thaiss and Zawacki 2006; 
Jarratt et al 2009).  Toward this end, students entering the Minor program will be required to develop an 
electronic portfolio of their writing.  The e-portfolio will provide students with the opportunity both to 
reflect on their development as writers and to showcase their most effective written work. Students will 
be encouraged to include work from courses both within and outside of their concentrations.  They will 
develop these e-portfolios in special Academic Minor in Writing sections of SWC 200 and SWC 400.    
 
Admission 
 
In order to qualify for admission to the Minor in Writing Program, students must: 

• Earn a final grade of B or higher in their First-Year Writing Requirement course 
• Have completed no more than 75 course credit hours 
• Submit an application form including a brief statement of interest and writing sample. 

 
Students admitted to the Minor Program will receive overrides to enroll in the gateway course, SWC 200: 
Electronic Portfolios for the Sweetland Minor in Writing. 
 
The Sweetland Center for Writing anticipates an initial cohort of 30-50 students seeking to complete the 
Minor in Writing.  We anticipate that the program would eventually enroll approximately 200 students 
across four years of undergraduate study.   
 
Advising 
 
Students will develop their initial Minor in Writing course plan within the context of the gateway course 
(SWC 200). 
 
Following SWC 200, ongoing advising regarding Minor in Writing course selection and other progress-
to-degree issues will be handled via the online degree audit and rotating Sweetland faculty advisors in 
Sweetland’s Writing Workshop.  Writing Workshop faculty will also provide additional one-on-one 
feedback on students’ evolving e-portfolios. 
 
Students will complete their final degree audit and their electronic portfolio within the context of the 
capstone course (SWC 400). 
 
Assessment 
All Minor in Writing students will compile an electronic portfolio documenting their writing development 
throughout their undergraduate years—they will begin work on the e-portfolio in SWC 200 and finalize it 
with faculty guidance in SWC 400.  The e-portfolio will include:  
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• The Directed Self-Placement (DSP) essay that students complete the summer before their 
freshman year 

• Written work from the First-Year Writing Requirement course 
• New media compositions and multimodal reflective writing from SWC 200 
• Essays or professional documents generated in ENGLISH 225, 229, or 325 
• Papers or other written work from Upper-Level Writing Requirement courses  
• Examples of work and reflective writing from SWC 400.  

 
Students will also be encouraged to include writing from other courses in their concentration(s) and 
minor(s), as well as writing they have produced for nonacademic purposes, including writing for 
internships, employment, volunteer positions, student activities and leadership, activism, creative writing, 
etc.  Each portfolio will be reviewed by two readers, including the instructor from the capstone course and 
one other instructor, ideally from the student’s concentration. 
 
Institutional Benefits 
 
Writing Minor students’ e-portfolios will offer unprecedented opportunities for institutional assessment of 
student writing development.  In addition to providing a rich portrait of University of Michigan students 
as writers operating in multiple contexts and modes, the e-portfolios will contribute to Sweetland’s 
ongoing assessment and revision of the Upper-Level Writing Requirement guidelines.  They will also 
create opportunities to link authentic samples of student writing to other on-going institutional assessment 
projects, such as the National Survey of Student Engagement (NSSE) and the Cooperative Institutional 
Research Program (CIRP).  Thus, the proposed Minor in Writing has the potential to enhance our 
understanding of undergraduate student learning across the curriculum during each year of study at the 
University of Michigan.  
 

Appendix A: Descriptions of Courses Required for the Minor 
 
SWC 200: New Media Writing  
Electronic Portfolios for the Minor in Writing  
In this special topic section of SWC 200, students pursuing an undergraduate Minor in Writing will 
develop a plan for their minor course of study and begin the process of constructing the electronic 
portfolio that will showcase their best writing over their undergraduate years.  The course will emphasize 
the development of students’ rhetorical awareness of their progress and identity as writers via 
collaborative reflection exercises and the design of multimodal and digital texts.  Students will leave this 
course with clearly articulated goals for their college writing curriculum and robust strategies for writing 
and revision, and with an electronic portfolio structure to which they will add as they fulfill the 
requirements for the minor. 
 
ENGLISH 225: Academic Argumentation 
All sections of ENGLISH 225 focus on examining and employing effective academic argumentation. 
Academic argumentation here refers to the presentation, explanation, and assessment of claims through 
written reasoning that utilizes appropriate evidence and writing conventions. The course builds on and 
refines skills from introductory writing courses ENGLISH 124 and 125, as well as provides a basic 
introduction to finding, and effectively incorporating research into student writing, for use in a range of 
future academic contexts. 
 
ENGLISH 229: Professional Writing 
In this course students will acquire the skills needed to write clear and straightforward prose. Assignments 
will introduce students to the forms, methods, standards, and issues central to writing in the workplace. 
Students will learn how to shape their writing to suit a range of readers, purposes, and professional 
contexts. Students will learn effective strategies to analyze writing situations, and work in the class may 
include their own technical instructions, promotions, reports, proposals, correspondence, and application 
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materials. Emphasis in this intensive writing course will be on the writing process, collaboration, research 
methods, and technology and document design. 
 
ENGLISH 325: The Art of the Essay 
All sections of ENGLISH 325 focus on examining and practicing artistic and research-informed essay 
writing.  The term essay here refers to shorter works of composition employing stylistic devices from 
multiple genres of writing in order to develop a point of view aesthetically and intellectually.  The course 
builds on and refines skills from introductory writing courses ENGLISH 124, 125, and potentially 225, 
provides an advanced course particularly interested in the craft of the essay, as well as provides a basic 
introduction to finding and effectively incorporating research into student writing, for use in a range of 
future academic contexts.   
 
Upper-Level Writing Requirement Course 
The goal of the Upper-Level Writing Requirement (ULWR) is to teach students to recognize and master 
the writing conventions of their chosen concentration. Students receive extensive feedback on their 
writing from their ULWR course Instructors and are expected to revise their work over the course of the 
term. 
 
SWC 400: Advanced Rhetoric and Research   
Minor in Writing Capstone Experience 
In this advanced critical writing and research course, students who are minoring in Writing will complete 
their electronic portfolios.  As part of their capstone experience, they will be prompted to reflect on their 
writing practices over the course of their undergraduate years, and to analyze the strategies, rules, 
conditions, and genres that enable communication within particular discourse communities, disciplinary 
and otherwise.  In this course Minors in Writing will consolidate an awareness of audience and rhetorical 
situation — how distinct choices are valued in particular contexts, contribute to effective communication, 
and convey authority — one of the program’s key learning objectives.  Additionally, they will 
demonstrate advanced skills in multimodal composing. 
 

 
Appendix B: Student Interest in a Writing Minor 

 
Of 260 students who responded to an informal survey, 100 said they would be interested, and 84 said 
they might be interested in pursuing a program of study focused on writing. 
 
These students said such a program would assist them in the following ways:   
 

• Improving and Seeing Improvement in Writing Over Time 
• Showcasing Writing 
• Providing Credential/Recognition 
• Writing in Academic Disciplines 
• Demonstrating Proficiency to Employers/Graduate Programs 

 
Improving and Seeing Improvement in Writing over Time 
 
I think I would really benefit from this opportunity. I've been finding that many classes require some 
writing but no instruction on how to write well.  
 
I probably would be interested because my writing could improve a lot more. I could also be able to see 
my improvement which would be nice because I can see the "before and after." 
 
I would be interested in this Undergraduate Certificate because it would just show how far I have come in 
my personal writing experience. 
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Showcasing Writing 
 
Yes, I would be very interested in the kind of writing certificate described. As an English major, I often 
feel like I'm doing a ton of writing, but that none of it has a place outside classroom. Having the 
opportunity to create a writing portfolio would give me a means to display the variety of work that I've 
done. 
 
Providing Credential/Recognition 
 
I need to strengthen my writing, and I would love to have the extra credential to show for working on it. 
 
It would offer me the opportunity to become a strong writer and allow me to have something tangible to 
show for it. 
 
I think this would be a good acknowledgment of a student's ability to write. It is too often taken for 
granted that any student with a BA has the ability to write well, yet that is not the reality. This certificate 
would be a good way to distinguish a student’s work and merit in the field of writing. 
 
I have taken a significant number of writing courses, and would like to have some way of reflecting that 
on my resume or transcript. 
 
I think this sounds like an excellent opportunity to formally recognize and cultivate writing talents at the 
University, and could be applicable in many diverse fields and areas of interest. 
 
Writing in Disciplines 
 
I have always wanted to take writing courses and work towards a major or minor in writing, but the 
closest matches to a "writing" specialty are communications and English. Because I am not interested in 
studying journalism or literature, minoring in these would not be to my advantage. However, if a 
certificate in writing were created, I would be able to take the writing courses that interest me and know 
that the extra work was worthwhile. 
 
I've been interested in more writing intensive courses, but am not necessarily interested in English 
classes.  
 
Current English requirements place a heavy emphasis on literary analysis, but I would appreciate having 
the opportunity to focus more on composition. 
 
I think an undergraduate certificate in writing would appeal to students who do not necessarily solely 
want to concentrate on writing through the creative writing concentration but would still like to improve 
their writing significantly in their college career. I wanted to take more writing classes; however, as they 
applied to neither of my concentrations, I found myself taking different classes. Having some sort of 
certificate to aspire to would have fulfilled this.  
 
Demonstrating Proficiency to Employers/Graduate Programs 
 
I enjoy writing and would like to incorporate it into my career. Any sort of certificate in writing that 
could potentially enhance my degree is very much welcome. 
 
I would be interested in earning an undergraduate certificate in writing because I think it would benefit 
me when looking for jobs coming out of college.  
 
It would help me out in the job market, and also will enable me to have more flexibility with what 
occupation I choose to pursue. 
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I think that this would be very helpful in showing my writing skills to the law schools I am applying to. An 
eportfolio and a certificate in writing would reveal much more about my college level writing than I can 
currently show.  

 
 

Appendix C: Letter of Support from the Department of English  
 
 

 
 
 
October 27, 2010 
To whom it may concern: 
 
I am pleased to write in support of the Undergraduate Minor in Writing that is being proposed by the 
Sweetland Center for Writing.   I think it effectively advances the university’s mission of developing 
students’ writing skills over the course of their career.  The Sweetland Center for Writing, moreover, is 
well-positioned to oversee the minor. I am pleased to see that the proposal includes the requirement of an 
additional English department writing course in addition to the FYWR course; along with the 2 ULWR 
courses in a student’s discipline and/or a related discipline (for the second course), these courses make for 
an appropriately demanding amount of writing for a minor in the college.   I also think the proposal is 
responsive to the stated interest from students in having opportunities to focus more on their writing in 
various disciplinary contexts. And I fully agree that a key part of learning is for students to be able to 
articulate what they have learned.  Although labor intensive for the student and for SCW staff, the 
proposed portfolio is a key component in getting students to own what they have learned. 
I and my colleagues are enthusiastic in support of this proposal.  Please let me know if you need any more 
information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Michael Schoenfeldt 
John R. Knott, Jr., Professor of English  
Chair  
Department of English Language and Literature  
University of Michigan 
3187 Angell Hall 
Ann Arbor, MI 48109-1003 
734.647.7477 
FAX 734-763-3128 
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Appendix D: Minor in Writing Application Form (DRAFT) 
 

 
Name:  UMID:  

 
  

Email:  Anticipated graduation date:  
 

School & Concentration:  
 
How many credit hours (excluding AP credits) will you have upon completion of this semester?  
  
Have you fulfilled LSA’s First-
Year Writing Requirement?  

Yes  No  

If yes, with which course?  
 
How did you find out about the Minor in Writing?  
 
 
Essay: In the space below, compose or paste a detailed and well-organized essay about writing. Your 
essay should be approximately two pages.  
 
A good essay may address the following, but it could also go in other interesting directions:  
 What role does writing play in your academic discipline, future career, and/or civic pursuits? 
 
Writing sample: Please paste a sample of your best academic writing from a University of Michigan 
course below. (Please do not submit creative writing, personal narratives, response papers, or journal 
entries.)  
 
Unofficial transcript: When uploading your application, please also upload a PDF of your unofficial 
transcript.  
How to submit your application:  
 
Other important notes:  
On the Sweetland CTools site, you will also find resources to help you complete a successful application, 
such as FAQs and application tips from current Minors in Writing.  
 
If you are unable to receive answers to your questions via the [CTools chat room], please contact 
Sweetland’s Program Coordinator for the Minor in Writing, xxxxx@umich.edu, or 734.xxx. 
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DEPARTMENTAL UNDERGRADUATE CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS  
(other than teaching certificates) 

 
Asian Languages and Cultures: 
Chinese Proficiency Test (HSK) 
 
Classical Studies: 
Phillips Classical Prize 
 
English Language Institute: 
Examination for the Certificate of Proficiency in English (ECPE)  
 
Germanic Languages and Literatures 
Dutch: Certificate of Proficiency (three levels) 
  
Intergroup Relations Program 
Patricia Y. Gurin Certificate of Merit  
 
Linguistics: Applied Linguistics and Second Language Learning and Teaching  
(not legal certification in ESL for the public schools) 
 
Spanish Language Certificate (RLL) 
 
Summer Research Opportunity Program (SROP) 
Certificate of merit and attendance 
 
 

The above certificates of completion or proficiency are offered by individual departments, not by 
the College. LSA does not have official undergraduate certificate programs. Rather, students can 
complete an academic minor with 15-18 credits. In addition, there is no mechanism in the 
Faculty Code for having certificates appear on the transcript or diploma, and nothing is listed in 
the LSA Bulletin where students typically look for such opportunities.  
 
The following scenario points to potential problems with earning an undergraduate certificate:  

1. A student receives a certificate from a department; 
2. He or she informs potential employers about the certificate; 
3. Employers check with the Registrar’s Office, which does not consider degree information 

confidential; 
4. The RO states there is nothing about a certificate on record;  
5. Finally, the person is denied the job on the basis of falsifying academic credentials.  

 
In many academic circles, the word "certificate" typically means something amounting to half a 
minor. In practice, departments that want to offer an “in-house certificate” may want to give it 
another name, such as "recognition of achievement in translation," or insert something between 
"certificate" and what is being certified, such as "Certificate of Merit in Translation").  
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For Students Admitted Beginning Fall Term 2010 
 

SGUS (Sequential Graduate/Undergraduate Studies) 
Master of Arts  

Minimum:  35 hours  
 

THESE REQUIREMENTS MUST BE REVIEWED AND DISCUSSED WITH YOUR ADVISOR 
Note:  These requirements are current as of October 2010; however, they are subject to change. 

 
Name:  ______________________________________  Term Admitted:  _________________________ 

 
• This degree program is for current LSA students who are admitted to pursue an LSA undergraduate degree and Master of Arts degree in five 

years as well as secondary teacher certification in science or math.     
• The Program Course Planning Sheet serves as (1) your ongoing record of the course work that you elect as your progress through your master’s 

degree program and (2) will become part of your permanent academic file in the Office of Student Affairs (OSA), Room 1225 School of 
Education. 

•  A copy of this program course planning sheet signed by you, your advisor and program chair should be submitted to the OSA no later than the 
beginning of the term in which you plan to graduate.  For specific information about the degree conferral process, view the Instructions for 
Applying to Graduate with a Master’s or Doctoral Degree (  http://soe.umich.edu/deadlines/degreeapp/index.html ).  

• Contact your advisor or the Office of Student Affairs regarding questions about the course work requirements.     
     
_____  Master’s with Secondary Science Teacher Certification               _____  Master’s with Secondary Mathematics Teacher Certification      
 

PROGRAM CORE REQUIREMENTS:  6 HOURS  
 

Term 
Elected 

 
Course Information 

Catalog Number/Course Title/Credit Hours 

Credit 
Hours 

Elected  

 
 

Instructor 
 EDUC 649 Foundational Perspectives on Educational Reform (3) 3  
 EDUC 695 Research and Educational Practice (3) 3  
 

MASTER'S WITH SECONDARY CONCENTRATION REQUIREMENTS:   
23 HOURS  

 
Term 

Elected 

 
Course Information 

Catalog Number/Course Title/Credit Hours 

Credit 
Hours 

Elected 

 
 

Instructor 
 EDUC 402 Reading and Writing in Content Areas (3) 3  
 Teaching Methods (3) 

 Choose one methods course from the list below:   
 
 

 

 EDUC 413 Teaching Secondary School Mathematics (3) OR    
 EDUC 422 Teaching Science in the Secondary School (3) OR   
 EDUC 504 Teaching with Technology (3) 3  
 EDUC 606  Developmental and Psychological Perspectives on Education (3)   
 EDUC 650 Reflective Teaching Field Experience (1-12; 8 hours total 

required) 
  

Fall EDUC 650 Reflective Teaching Field Experience 2  
Winter EDUC 650 Reflective Reaching Field Experience 6  
 EDUC 655 Directed Research in Educational Studies (1-6; 3 required) 3  
 

Continued on Page 2 
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COGNATE REQUIREMENT:  6 HOURS MINIMUM 
NOTE:  Cognates are defined as graduate level non-Education courses.  Cross-listed,  meet-together courses with Education can be 

elected to fulfill the cognate requirement.  It is recommended the courses used to fulfill the cognate requirement will also fulfill a 
teacher certification requirement and are in the sciences or mathematics.   

 
Term 

Elected 

 
Course Information 

Catalog Number/Course Title/Credit Hours 

Credit 
Hours 

Elected  

 
 

Instructor 
    

    

    

 
 
Signature of Student  ________________________________________________________  Date _________________ 
 
Signature of Advisor  ________________________________________________________ Date _________________ 
 
Office of Student Affairs Approval  _____________________________________________ Date _________________ 
 
Office of Teacher Education Approval   __________________________________________ Date _________________ 
 
October 4, 2010 (subject to change) 
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Proposal to create a Sequential Undergraduate/Graduate Studies Program (SUGS) 
 

UNITE (University Network for Integrated Teacher Education) 
An Integrated BS/MA Pipeline Program for STEM Teacher Certification 

 
Background, rationale, and overview 
 
New pathways to recruit retain, and support a new generation of K-12 Math and Science teachers are needed. 
As part of the growth in collaborations between LSA and the School of Education (SOE) on problems of mutual 
interest, a new  SUGS is pr oposed i n or der t o create a m ore i ntentional, dev elopmental pat hway f or LS A 
students who enter the university and want to examine the teaching profession as a possible career path rather 
than, as has been customary, only focusing on those students who are already committed to this path. The 
collaborative pr ogram, called U NITE, for University Network for Integrated Teacher Education, introduces a  
number of new strategies: 
 
A. Early i ntervention pr ograms that, as  UROP does  for research, gives f irst- and second-year s tudents the 

opportunity to get initial, high-value, experienced-based work with teachers in classrooms prior to deciding 
on a concentration: 

i. FUTURE – in which two or three person LSA student teams are matched with in-service teachers 
who, in turn, collaborate on the creation and implementation of a four to six day classroom lesson; 

ii. Summer Science Camps – as a higher-level activity, these LSA student teams, with classroom and 
instructional des ign experience, as sist i n dev elopment and  i nstruction of t he two-week s ummer 
science camps for middle and high school students; 

iii. Science Saturdays – as a higher-level activity, these experienced LSA student steams can be part 
of t he team t hat or ganizes and del ivers m onthly, on -campus p rograms for a c ommitted group o f 
high school students. 

 
B. Application, by portfolio, in the middle of the third year, to the UNITE program, in which they complete their 

LSA deg ree w hile s imultaneously beg in t o r amp i nto a t hree s emester SOE M A pr ogram des igned to 
achieve State of Michigan teacher certification. Application to the graduate school for the MA degree would 
occur during the fourth year, so the select process would favor those students deemed to have an 
exceptionally high chance for successfully completing their BS degree by the end o f fall term fourth year, 
while taking on the MA degree. 
 

C. Applicants to the SUGS program, and, indeed, students in the early intervention activities, will be aware of 
the Noyce Fellowship program as a mechanism to further motivate their interest in participating in UNITE; a 
Noyce Fellowship provides $10K/year tuition and cost of attendance, for two years, in exchange for four 
years o f po st-graduation s ervice as  a  t eacher. The on -campus N oyce pr ogram pr ovides c ontinuing 
professional development support for its fellowship recipients during all four years.  

 
Program Details 
 
The UNITE program is a five-year BA/BS-M.A. pathway for undergraduate LSA science and mathematics 
students to al so ear n a Master of  A rts i n Educational S tudies deg ree along w ith t eacher certification at  t he 
secondary (grade 6-12) level.  
 
Using c urrent resources i n bot h LS A and t he S chool of  E ducation, U NITE, which i s m anaged by  t he I DEA 
Institute, introduces early intervention, identification, and recruitment activities related to K-12 teaching into the 
first two to three LSA years. Using an application process during the LSA student’s third year, individuals would 
be formally admitted to the UNITE program, a two year program in which they would complete the 
undergraduate and master degrees.  
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UNITE PROGRAM STRUCTURE 

Years One and Two -  
First-year and Second-year Students 

Coursework for B.S. degree from LSA plus early intervention activities 
Concentration = Science or Mathematics 

Year Three –  
Third Year Students 

Application process for UNITE program  
Apply to NOYCE program if desired 

Course Cr. 
Semester 

Taken 

Program in 
which course 

would be taken 

Count as 
undergrad LSA 
elective credit? 

Count toward 
MA degree? 

Required for 
Teacher 

Certification? 
Various LSA As 

needed 
Winter LSA Undergrad Yes Yes1 No 

EDUC 402 
Reading and 
Writing in the 
content area 

3 Winter SOE Secondary 
Undergrad 
Teacher Cert 

 Yes Yes Yes 

School-based 
experience 

2 Winter LSA/SOE1 Yes No Yes 

Year Four Fall Term –  
Fourth Year Students 

Submit Rackham application by October 1 
Various LSA As needed Fall LSA Undergrad Yes No No 

GRADUATE FROM LSA IN DECEMBER2  

Year Four Winter Term – 
Semester One Graduate Rackham Students 

EDUC 649 

Foundational 
Perspectives on 
Educational 
Reform  

3 Winter or 
Spring 

Rackham Ed 
Studies MA  

No Yes Yes 

EDUC 606 
Educational 
Psychology 

3 Winter SOE Sec 
Undergrad 
Teacher 
Certification 

No Yes Yes 

Cognates: 400 or 
500 level LSA 
courses3 

Min. 6 Winter Rackham 
Educational 
Studies MA 

No Yes No 

Year Five –   
Semester Two and Three Graduate Rackham Students 

EDUC 413 
Teaching 
Secondary 
School 
Mathematics 
*OR* EDUC 422 
Teaching of 
Science in the 
Secondary 
School 

3 Fall Rackham 
Educational 
Studies MA  

No Yes Yes 

EDUC 504 
Teaching with 
Technology 

2 Fall Rackham 
Educational 
Studies MA 
student; course 
elected with 
other graduate 
Master’s with 
Secondary 
Certification 
students 

No Yes Yes 
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EDUC 650 
Reflective 
Teaching Field 
Experience  
 

2 Fall Rackham 
Educational 
Studies MA 
student; course  
elected with 
other graduate 
Master’s with 
Secondary 
Certification 
students 

No Yes Yes 

EDUC 695 
Research and 
Educational 
Practice 

3 Fall Rackham 
Educational 
Studies MA 
student; course  
elected with 
other graduate 
Master’s with 
Secondary 
Certification 
students 

No Yes No 

EDUC 490 
Methods in minor 

1 Fall SOE Undergrad 
& Sec MAC 

No No Yes 

EDUC 504 
Teaching with 
Technology 

1 Winter Rackham 
Educational 
Studies MA 
student; course  
elected with 
other graduate 
Master’s with 
Secondary 
Certification 
students 

No Yes Yes 

EDUC 650 
Reflective 
Teaching Field 
Experience  

6 Winter Rackham 
Educational 
Studies MA 
student; course  
elected with 
other graduate 
Master’s with 
Secondary 
Certification 
students 

No Yes Yes 

EDUC 655 
Directed 
Research in 
Educational 
Studies 

3 Winter Rackham 
Educational 
Studies MA 
student and 
UNITE non-
degree program 

No Yes No 

RECOMMENDATION FOR TEACHER CERTIFICATION in MAY 
MASTER’S OF ARTS DEGREE AWARDED in APRIL/MAY 

1 If not required for undergrad concentration and course is approved for undergraduate or graduate credit.  
2 Field component could be completed through work in FUTURE program or through EDUC 307 course. 
3 If student cannot graduate from LSA in December, Rackham will admit the student for Winter as long as student needs no more than six credits to 
complete the undergraduate degree.  Expectation would be that undergraduate degree requirements would be completed in first term as Rackham 
student. 
4 Courses must be approved for graduate credit, as these are courses to fulfill cognate requirement.  
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Application Process 
 
We are imagining a two-part application process in the third year for admission consideration to the UNITE 
program: (1) a portfolio of prior teaching work, including recommendations from faculty or precollege teachers 
who are familiar with the student’s work as an instructor (2) a cover essay outlining the interest and motivation 
of the student for teaching.  For Noyce Fellowship applicants, there would also be a face-to-face presentation 
and review of the portfolio and statement.  
 
1) Possible contents of the portfolio: 

a) copies of annotated teaching materials developed and used in FUTURE,  
b) Summer Science Camps, peer-led instructional activities, Noyce internships 
c) any experience-based revisions of the materials in (a) 
d) reflective memos and/or links to an e-portfolio site 
e) letters of reference from supervising faculty and/or collaborating teachers 

 
2) The cover essay portion uses the following trigger questions and instructions to the candidate. 

a) Why do you want to teach? 
b) What goals do you want to achieve as a teacher? 
c) What are your beliefs about teaching? How have they been influenced by your teaching experiences? 
d) What do you think you would find intriguing or exciting about teaching as a professional career? 
e) Describe a key experience or more general experience that influenced your thinking about teaching. If 

you can cite evidence to support your statement from your portfolio, please do so. 
Note to applicants: Keep in mind that the above questions are to serve as a guide to help you think about 
why you want to become a teacher. Your Statement of Purpose should read like a well thought out essay 
and not a response to a series of questions. In addition, it should be two to four typed, double-spaced, 
single-sided pages. Carefully edit your statement for content and writing conventions. 

 
3) In a face-to-face presentation, the Noyce candidate will spend roughly 30 minutes with a subset of the 

steering committee in order to engage in a casual dialog about the contents and issues raised in the 
portfolio and its accompanying statement. 

 
Application to the Rackham Graduate School would happen October 1st of the senior year.  Applications will 
be reviewed by School of Education science or math education faculty or designees and admitted students will 
be assigned a School of Education faculty advisor.  The GRE requirement will be waived for this specific group 
of students, since they must have a minimum 3.20 GPA in their undergraduate program and will have been 
evaluated for appropriateness for the graduate program in years two, three, and four. 
 
Master of Arts in Educational Studies with Teacher Certification 
 
Students admitted to this program will pursue the requirements for a master’s degree and both a teaching 
major and minor in the areas of science or math.  In order to be eligible for teacher certification, students will 
have to complete the following: 

1. All degree program requirements (both BA/BS and M.A.), including undergraduate grades in the teaching 
major and minor of 3.0 or better and 5.0 (B or better) at the graduate level.  This exceeds the minimum 
requirements of the traditional undergraduate certification program and takes into account the Rackham 
policy requiring a student to maintain a cumulative graduate GPA of 5.0 or better (see Rackham School 
Academic Policies – Subsection 4.6 Good Academic Standing:  
http://www.rackham.umich.edu/policies/academic_policies/section4/#46).  Rackham policy allows 
students to receive a grade of C- or better for a course to count towards the program unless it is a 
cognate (see Rackham School Academic Policies – Subsection 4.5 Grade and Transcripts:  
http://www.rackham.umich.edu/policies/academic_policies/section4/#45).  Rackham policy also 
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requires students to receive a grade of B- or better in the cognate courses (See Rackham School 
Academic Policies – Section 6. Master’s Degrees:  
http://www.rackham.umich.edu/policies/academic_policies/section6/).  The Rackham policy requires a 
minimum of 4 hours of cognates; we are exceeding this requirements and requiring a minimum of 6 
hours. 

2. All certification coursework with grades of 3.0 (undergraduate) or 5.0 (graduate) per course. 

3. Passing scores on relevant Michigan Tests for Certification (MTTC).  This would include Basic Skills 
(passed prior to Year Four), and teaching major and minor tests (prior to Year Five). Again, this 
exceeds the requirements of the undergraduate secondary certification and Secondary MAC programs. 

4. Criminal Background Check via fingerprinting completed during Year Three. 

5. First Aid and CPR (child and adult) certification. 
  
Course Elections 
 
We are proposing a BA/BS degree in LSA that requires a minimum of 120 hours and proposing a Master of Arts 
degree in Educational Studies that requires a minimum of 35 hours of graduate level coursework; see 
Educational Studies Program Course Planning Sheet.  To complete both degree programs in 5 years, this 
SUGS program is proposing double counting a maximum of 12 hours of course work.  This would include: 
EDUC 402 Reading and Writing in the Content Areas (3 credits) and up to nine hours of LSA science or math 
courses that are both approved for undergrad or graduate credit and are not utilized to meet the undergraduate 
concentration requirements.  The courses could be elected from:   
 
Astronomy (Subject Code: ASTRO)  
Biology (Subject Code: BIOLOGY)  
Biophysics (Subject Code: BIOPHYS) 
Chemistry (Subject Code:  CHEM) 
Ecology & Evolutionary Biology (Subject Code: EEB)  
Geological Sciences (Subject Code: GEOSCI)  
Mathematics (Subject Code: MATH)  
Molecular, Cellular & Developmental Biology (Subject Code: MCDB) 
Physics (Subject Code: PHYSICS) 
 
Academic Structure 
Below is some information that may be useful to the Registrar’s Office when this program is approved and 
added to the academic structure table.  
 
The master’s program is in Educational Studies; the degree that is to be conferred is a Master of Arts in 
Educational Studies.  We would, however, like to propose the following sub-plans and sub-plan descriptions for 
the master’s degree: 
 
Sub-Plan Sub-Plan Description 
SecSciTCert Master’s with Sec Sci Teach Cert 
SecMthTCert   Master’s with Sec Math Teach Cert 
 
Rackham SUGS Election Form and Instructions 
Once the program is approved, we will work to create SUGS Election form, per Rackham’s instructions. 
http://www.rackham.umich.edu/downloads/oard/SUGS_Election_Form.pdf 
 
Rackham Sequential Undergraduate/Graduate Studies (SUGS) Information – Education only 
Once the program is approved, we will develop relevant text, as Engineering did in the link below, about our 
SUGS program, for the Rackham website. 
http://rackham.helpserve.com/index.php?_m=knowledgebase&_a=viewarticle&kbarticleid=216&nav=0,1 
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IDEA Institute UNITE Program 

Sample Course Record 
Chemistry Major 

(assuming student tests out of General Chemistry) 

First year 

LSA Requirements Concentration Requirements 
Fall 
ENGLISH 124/125 FYWR (4) 
Foreign Language I (4) 
 
 
Winter 
Foreign Language II (4) 
SS/HU and Race & Ethnicity (3) 
 
 

Fall 
CHEM 210 (4)  
CHEM 211 (1) 
MATH 115 (4) 
 
Winter  
CHEM 215 (3) 
CHEM 216 (2) 
PHYSICS 135 (4) 
PHYSICS 141 (1) 
 

Second Year 

LSA Requirements Concentration Requirements 
Fall 
Foreign Language III (4) 
 
 
 
 
Winter 
Foreign Language IV (4) 
Humanities (3) 
PSYCH 111 (SS credit 3) 

Fall 
MATH 116 (4) 
CHEM 260 (3) 
PHYSICS 240 (4) 
PHYSICS 241 (1) 
 
Winter 
CHEM 241 (2) 
CHEM 242 (2) 
MATH 215 (4) 
 
 

Third Year 

LSA Requirements Concentration Requirements 
Fall 
Social Science (4) 
 
 
 
 
Winter 
Educational Foundations (5) For UNITE Program 
SS/NS/HU (4) 
 

Fall 
CHEM 302/303 (3) 
CHEM 461 (4) 
CHEM 462 (2) 
CHEM 447 (3) 
 
Winter 
CHEM 312 (2)  
CHEM 402 (3)  
CHEM 480 (3)  
 

Fourth Year (Fall Term Only) 

LSA Requirements Concentration Requirements 
Fall 
SS/NS/HU (4) ULRW 
SS/NS/HU (3) 
 

Fall 
CHEM 485 (2)  
MATH 216 (4)   
CHEM 463 (3)  
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IDEA Institute UNITE Program 
Sample Course Record 

 
Ecology and Evolutionary Biology Major 

(assuming student tested out in General Chemistry) 

First year 

LSA Requirements Concentration Requirements 
Fall 
ENGLISH 124/125 FYWR (4) 
Foreign Language I (4) 
 
Winter 
Foreign Language II (4) 
PSYCH 111 (SS credit 3) 

Fall 
MATH 115/185 (4) 
BIOLOGY 171 (4) 
 
Winter  
BIOLOGY 172 (4) 
BIOLOGY 173 (2) 
MATH 116/186 (4)  
 

Second Year 

LSA Requirements Concentration Requirements 
Fall 
Foreign Language III (4) 
SS/NS/HU and R&E (4)  
Social Science (4) 
 
Winter 
Foreign Language IV (4) 

Fall 
CHEM 210 (4)  
CHEM 211 (1) 
 
 
Winter 
CHEM 215 (3) 
CHEM 216 (2) 
BIOLOGY 207 (4) 
BIOLOGY 230 (4) 
 

Third Year 

LSA Requirements Concentration Requirements 
Fall 
SS/NS/HU (4) 
 
 
 
 
 
Winter 
Educational Foundations (5) For UNITE Program (ID) 
SS/NS/HU (3) 
 

Fall 
MCDB 310 (3)  
PHYSICS 125/135/140/160 (4) 
PHYSICS 127/141 (1) 
BIOLOGY 305 (3) 
 
 
Winter 
PHYSICS 126/235/240/260 (4) 
PHYSICS 128/241 (1) 
EEB 450 (5) 
 
Spring (Biostation) 
EEB 381(5) 
EEB 390 (3) 
 

Fourth Year (Fall Term Only) 

LSA Requirements Concentration Requirements 
Fall 
SS/NS/HU (3) 
Elective(s) (4) 
 

Fall  
EEB 397 (3) ULRW 
EEB 410 (4) 
EEB 404 (3)  
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IDEA Institute UNITE Program 
Sample Course Record 

 
MATHEMATICS CONCENTRATION 

First year 

LSA Requirements Concentration Requirements 
Fall 
ENGLISH 124/125 FYWR (4) 
Foreign Language I (4) 
SS/NS/HU (3) 
PSYCH 111 (SS credit 3) 
  
Winter 
Foreign Language II (4) 
Humanities (4) 
 

Fall 
MATH 115 (4) 
 
 
 
 
Winter   
PHYSICS 140 (4) 
PHYSICS 141 (1) 
MATH 116 (4)  
 

Second Year 

LSA Requirements Concentration Requirements 
Fall 
Foreign Language III (4) 
 
 
 
 
Winter 
Foreign Language IV (4) 
SS/NS/HU (4) 

Fall  
MATH 215 (4) 
MATH 475 (3) 
EECS 183 (4)  
MATH Elective (3) 
 
Winter 
MATH 217 (4) 
PHYSICS 240 (4) 
PHYSICS 241 (1) 
 

Third Year 

LSA Requirements Concentration Requirements 
Fall 
SS/NS/HU (4) 
SS/NS/HU (4) 
 
 
 
Winter  
Humanities and R&E (4)  
Educational Foundations (5) For UNITE Program (ID) 
SS/NS/HU (3) 
 

Fall 
MATH 316 (3)  
MATH Elective (3) 
MATH 433 (3) 
 
 
Winter 
MATH 412 (3) 
MATH 486 (3) 
 

Fourth Year (Fall Term Only) 

LSA Requirements Concentration Requirements 
Fall 
ULRW (4) 
SS/NS/HU (4) 
 
 

Fall  
MATH 451 (3) 
MATH Elective (3) 
Upper MATH Cognate (3) 
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IDEA Institute UNITE Program 
Sample Course Record 

 
PHYSICS CONCENTRATION 

 

First year 

LSA Requirements Concentration Requirements 
Fall 
ENGLISH 124/125 FYWR (4) 
Foreign Language I (4) 
Natural Science (3) 
Mini-Course Elective (1) 
 
Winter 
Foreign Language II (4) 
SS/NS/HU (4) 
 

Fall 
MATH 115 (4) 
 
 
 
 
Winter   
PHYSICS 135/140/160 (4) 
PHYSICS 141 (1) 
MATH 116 (4)  
 

Second Year 

LSA Requirements Concentration Requirements 
Fall 
Foreign Language III (4) 
 
 
 
 
Winter 
Foreign Language IV (4) 
SS/NS/HU  (4) 

Fall  
MATH 215 (4) 
MATH 216 (4) 
PHYSICS 235/240/260 (4) 
PHYSICS 241 (1) 
 
Winter 
PHYSICS 340/341 (4)  
PHYSICS 390 (3) 
PHYSICS Elective (3) 
 

Third Year 

LSA Requirements Concentration Requirements 
Fall 
Elective (3) 
SS/NS/HU (3) 
Psychology 111 (SS credit 3) 
 
 
Winter  
SS/HU and R&E (4)  
Educational Foundations (5) For UNITE Program (ID) 
 

Fall 
PHYSICS 451 (3)  
PHYSICS 405 (3) 
PHYSICS 401 (3)  
 
 
Winter 
PHYSICS 441 (3) 
PHYSICS 453 (3) 
PHYSICS 452 (3) 
 

Fourth Year (Fall Term Only) 

LSA Requirements Concentration Requirements 
Fall 
SS/HU ULRW (4) 
SS/NS/HU (4) 
 

Fall   
PHYSICS 442 (3) 
PHYSICS 406 (3)  
PHYSICS 463 (3) 
 

213



CICS 101 / Geography 145 / UC 145 
Introduction to International Studies 

 
Fall 2010 

Tu Th 2:30 – 4:00 
Angell Hall, Auditorium B 

 
 
Instructor: Brad Farnsworth 

Room 2626, International Institute 
734-936-3917 
bradleyd@umich.edu 

 
GSIs:  Asli Gur (agur@umich.edu) 
  Brett Levy (brettml@umich.edu) 
 
Summary 
 
This is the introductory core course for the international studies major.  This class has no 
prerequisite and it is open to all Michigan undergraduates.  It can be used as a gateway course to 
explore the many options in area and international studies that are available through our academic 
departments and professional schools.  It also meets the social science distribution requirement 
and the geography requirement for public teacher certification in the School of Education. 
 
Format 
 
The course is divided into six modules.  Each module is two weeks in length and comprises three 
lectures and one discussion section.  During the weeks when we hold discussion section meetings, 
there is no Thursday lecture.  Each discussion section has a strict enrollment limit of twenty-six 
students.  Consult the time schedule if you do not know the meeting time and location of your 
discussion section. 
 
The module topics are: 
 

• Introduction to globalization 
• Inter-governmental cooperation 
• Economic development 
• Human rights and human security 
• Global systems 
• The globalization of knowledge and ideas 

 
In order to take full advantage of the international resources at the University of Michigan, this 
course features at least one guest lecturer in each module. 
 
All readings are available through Ctools.   Each reading will appear as a separate file, and the 
reading list for each module will be posted as a separate document.  Ctools will also be used for 
posting lecture slides, written assignments, discussion questions, changes to the lecture schedule 
or syllabus, and announcements.  There is no textbook or course pack for this course.   
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The discussion sections will be essential for understanding the material that will be introduced in 
the lectures.  You will be graded on your level of participation during these sessions (see 
“Grading” below).   
 
Each module in this course has a two- or three-page guide that includes learning goals, discussion 
questions, key points, and ideas on connecting the modules.  Be sure you read this guide carefully 
before you begin any other work on a new module.  You should prepare responses to the 
discussion questions before each of your discussion section meetings, although these may not be 
the only topics that are covered in your section. 
 
Grading 
 
Your final grade for this course will be based on examinations, paper assignments, and class 
participation: 
 

• In-class examinations: 50% 
• First paper: 15% 
• Second paper: 20% 
• Class participation: 15% 

 
There will be an in-class examination on each of the six modules.  These will each take thirty 
minutes and will consist of multiple choice questions.  The examination for each module will be 
administered at beginning of the following module; for example, the examination for Module 1 
will take place at the beginning of class on 21 September, the examination for Module 2 will take 
place at the beginning of class on 5 October, and so on.  Each examination is worth ten points, 
and we will drop your lowest examination score. 
 
Paper assignments will be distributed during the discussion class at the end of each module.  You 
only have to write papers on two of the modules, but there will be paper assignments for all six of 
them, and you will be able to choose which module to write on.  These assignments are highly 
structured, with strict word limits.  The paper assignments from last semester are on Ctools, 
although they may be modified.  You must write your first paper during the first half of the 
course (on either Module 1, 2, or 3) and you must write your second paper during the second half 
of the course (on either Module 4, 5, or 6).  
 
Class participation will be based on your performance during each of the six discussion classes.  
Attendance is mandatory, and I reserve the right to take attendance.  
 
There is no final examination for this class. 
 
Office Hours 
 
Brad Farnsworth:  Tuesdays from 10:00 – Noon; Room 2626, International Institute (1080 S. 
University) 
 
Asli Gur:  Mondays from 1:30 to 2:30 and Tuesdays from 1:30 to 2:30; Room 4247, LS&A 
Building (500 S. State) 
 
Brett Levy:  Thursdays from 12:30 to 2:30; Amer’s on State Street 
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All instructors are also available by appointment. 
 
Schedule 
 
Class starts promptly at 2:40.  The first five minutes of class will typically be used for 
announcements and for introducing the guest speaker, if we have one.  Remember that we will 
hold thirty-minute examinations at the beginning of each module. 
 
We will attempt to post lecture slides before each class.  This may not always be the case with 
guest lecturers:  some will not use slides, some will only make them available after class, and 
some will not allow them to be shared at all.  
 
I will allow laptops to be used for taking lecture notes.  If students are abusing this privilege by 
using their laptops for activities that are not related to this class, I will suspend this privilege, and 
I may cancel it altogether.  Discussion section leaders will each set their own policies on laptop 
use in their sections. 
 
 

 
Date Lecturer Topic 

    
 

Module 1:  Introduction to globalization  
 

    1 7-Sep Brad Farnsworth Intro to Module 1 
2 9-Sep Brad Farnsworth The Silk Road 

    3 14-Sep Dan Herbert The global film industry 
4 16-Sep GSIs Discussion 

    
 

Module 2:  Inter-governmental cooperation 

    5 21-Sep Ken Kollman Intro to Module 2 
6 23-Sep Jim Adams The European Union 

    7 28-Sep Barbara Koremenos The Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty 
8 30-Sep GSIs Discussion 

    
 

Module 3:  Economic Development 
 

    9 5-Oct Brad Farnsworth Intro to Module 3 
10 7-Oct Linda Lim Labor standards 

    11 12-Oct Brad Farnsworth The natural resource curse 
12 14-Oct GSIs Discussion 
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19-Oct Break Break 

    
 

Module 4:   Human rights and human security 

    13 21-Oct Susan Waltz, Carrie Walling Intro to Mod 4 

    14 26-Oct Susan Waltz NGOs and the Process of Human Rights Change 
15 28-Oct Susan Waltz The United States before the UN Human Rights Council 

    16 2-Nov Carrie Walling Human rights and human security 
17 4-Nov GSIs Discussion 

    
 

Module 5:  Global systems 
 

    18 9-Nov Tom Gladwin  Intro to Module 5 
19 11-Nov Tom Gladwin Climate change 

    20 16-Nov Steve Percy Energy 
21 18-Nov GSIs Discussion 

    22 23-Nov Brad Farnsworth Career panel 
23 25-Nov Break Break 

    
 

Module 6:  The globalization of knowledge and ideas 

    24 30-Nov Brad Farnsworth Intro Mod 6 
25 2-Dec Mark Wilson Treating infectious disease 

    26 7-Dec Brad Farnsworth Managing the international organization 
27 9-Dec GSIs Discussion 
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MEMORANDUM 

 
 

TO: Members of the LSA Executive Committee 

FROM: Pam Rinker 

DATE: December 8, 2010 

SUBJECT: Summary of LSA Curriculum Committee Minutes 
for November 16, 2010 
 

1. Minutes of 11/9/10 were approved. 

2. The committee denied the use of requirement groups to restrict 
enrollment in specific classes based on having taken a prior course.  

3. LSA Advising presented an overview of the Newnan Academic 
Advising Center.  

4. UM Admissions presented a preliminary report about the Fall 2010 
entering class.  
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LSA CURRICULUM COMMITTEE 
Minutes of November 16, 2010 

Present: Phil Deloria (Chair), Caroline Canning, Tim Dodd, Phil Gorman, Lori Gould, Mika Lavaque-Manty, 
Neil Marsh, John Mitani, Esrold Nurse, Sally Oey, Sushama Pavgi, JoAnn Peraino, Pam Rinker, Teresa 
Satterfield, Mandy Seyerle, Donna Wessel Walker, Evans Young, and Rebecca Zurier 

Visitors: Cathy Conway-Perrin, Director of Academic Standards and Academic Opportunities; Erica Sanders, 
Director of Recruitment and Operations in Admissions, David R. Smith, Deputy Assistant Dean for Student 
Academic Affairs; and Ted Spencer, Executive Director of Undergraduate Admissions 

The meeting came to order at 3:10 pm. 

MINUTES 

The 11/9/10 minutes were approved.  

USING REQUIREMENT GROUPS TO RESTRICT ENROLLMENT 

As detailed in the attached document, Psychology and Women’s Studies requested new Requirement 
Groups to restrict enrollment at the following classes based on having taken a prior course: PSYCH 345, 
Introduction to Human Neuropsychology; WOMENSTD 240/AMCULT 240, Introduction to Woman’s 
Studies; and WOMENSTD 431, Advanced Topics in LGBTQ Studies. The committee discussed the 
following question: Is it appropriate for LSA departments to restrict enrollment at the class-level without 
requesting an enforced prerequisite at the course-level and thus the approval of the LSA Curriculum 
Committee? The committee did not approve the creation of requirement groups for this purpose because 
the departments' academic reasons were not sufficiently clear. In addition, the proposed changes would set 
a precedent for all departments and confuse students looking for class sections that fit their time schedule. 

LSA ACADEMIC ADVISING  

Esrold Nurse, Assistant Dean for Student Academic Affairs, and Phil Gorman, Director of LSA Advising 
Technology, provided an overview of LSA’s Newnan Academic Advising Center. In addition to providing 
facts and figures about the number and nature of advising contacts, the attached report includes two 
substantive initiatives: a proposal to create intellectual community through enhanced undergraduate 
concentration advising; and the inaugural of the LSA Academic Advising Academy. The largest classes ever 
were admitted for 4 out of the last 5 years, with a 15% increase compared to enrollment in Fall 2000. In order 
to meet the increased demand for classes, Advising met jointly with key large departments last Spring to map 
out expectations for Summer Orientation. With the aid of excellent projections by JoAnn Peraino, LSA 
Curriculum and Enrollment Manager, they were able to meet the challenge.  

Having successfully completed all the prerequisites, students ideally should be able to pursue their desired 
concentrations. Several years ago, however, the Curriculum Committee approved additional requirements for 
declaring majors in Computer Science, Communication Studies, and Organizational Studies, small programs 
facing severe enrollment pressures. Communication Studies requires a minimum GPA overall and in COMM 
courses, along with an Undergraduate Concentration Application Form that is accepted only once a term, in 
October and February. The latter includes a personal statement about why the student wants to major in 
Communications. Organization Studies requires an online application, resume, and official transcript. 
Computer Sciences requires a B- or better in related courses to ensure success in a demanding concentration. 
For the sake of equity, most peer institutions annually review programs that are restricted because of heavy 
demand; others do so every two to five years. The committee decided to review the current practices in 
Communication Studies and Organizational Studies. 
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According to Tim Dodd, Academic Advising Director, Newnan is well-positioned to collaborate with 
advisors and liaisons in LSA departments, the Career Center, and other schools and colleges. The goal of this 
fluid exchange is to provide students with accurate and timely information. LSA Advising also wants to 
encourage departments to use a community-development model to provide their concentrators with not 
simply a collection of courses, but also an enriched, shared experience of activities and special events. To 
welcome students more effectively and support efforts to build community, the dean is funding more 
departmental events. Advising’s Concentration Council is tasked with exploring ideas and identifying best 
practices. All departments will be encouraged to attend the annual day-long Academic Academy that trains 
advisors and educates undergraduate associate chairs about ways to improve the concentration experience. 

UM ADMISSIONS  

Ted Spencer, Associate Vice Provost and Executive Director of Undergraduate Admissions, and Erica Sanders, 
Director of Recruitment and Operations, presented a preliminary report about the Fall 2010 entering class. In 
answer to a common question about how such a large class was admitted, Spencer pointed out how difficult it 
is to predict yield, i.e. the number of admits who accept in late April. As it turned out, a greater number of 
out-state students accepted even though the percentage of in-state students declined. In addition, UM works 
on a very large scale, admitting around 6400 students compared to 1500 for our competitors. In order to 
improve the efficiency and effectiveness of the overall process, UM Admissions will make greater use of 
deferrals and waitlists. Their office also has been asked to centralize and coordinate the efforts of all schools 
and colleges in order to increase effectiveness and decrease costs.  

This year UM joined 44 other schools in using the Common Application, with the hope that it will encourage 
more applications and increase the diversity of the applicant pool. In order to implement a holistic approach to 
admissions, each application is reviewed by three different readers. Spencer expects 40,000 students to apply 
this year compared with 33,000 last year. Personal phone calls by Admissions recruiters have doubled and 
alumni-hosted events for prospective students have increased. Outreach efforts in states with comparable 
public universities–such as California, Arizona, and Washington–are especially effective. A redesigned UM 
website employs more interactive videos, blogs, and photos. Outreach and recruiting efforts have expanded 
with visits to approximately 500 out-state high schools and 350 in-state. International student applications 
have increased, with the largest growth in applications from China and India. Feedback indicates that students 
especially focus on parameters such as new programs and initiatives, faculty interactions, the availability of 
interesting courses, national ranking of departments, a variety of majors and interdisciplinary studies, and 
preparation for graduate school.  

The meeting was adjourned at 5 pm. 

Next meeting:  Subcommittees, November 30, 3-5 pm 
 Course Approvals, December 7, 3-5 pm 
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Issue: Two LSA departments have requested the creation of Requirement Groups to be used to restrict 
enrollment based on prior enrollment at the class level for Winter 2011, for which early registration 
begins November 23rd. 

Discussion question:  Is it appropriate for LSA departments to restrict enrollment at the class level based 
on prior enrollment without requesting a course level Enforced Prerequisite and thus the approval of 
the LSA Curriculum Committee? 

Summary: Reserve Caps in M-Pathways allow departments to manage enrollment by restricting some or 
all seats at the class level based on a specific cohort of students or “Requirement Group”.  Until now this 
feature has only been used to restrict students by academic level, concentration, minor, or student 
group.  The department of Women’s Studies inquired whether reserve caps could be used to restrict 
enrollment in a W11 class based on prior enrollment.  The Registrar’s Office tested whether Reserve 
Caps could be used this way and the test was successful.  They have asked for a similar type of 
Requirement Group to be set up for a second W11 class.  Coincidentally the Psychology department has 
asked for a prior enrollment Requirement Group to be set up for one of their classes.   

Request Details: 

1. Women’s Studies would like to restrict enrollment in WOMENSTD 240/AMCULT 240 
(Introduction to Women's Studies) section 012 to students who have taken two Women’s 
Studies courses.  STATUS: Requirement Group created but not applied.  The Women’s Studies 
department has not been notified that testing is complete and successful. 
 

2. Women’s Studies would also like to restrict enrollment for WOMENSTD 431 (Advanced Topics in 
LGBTQ Studies) section 001 to students who have taken any WOMENSTD course OR PSYCH 111 
OR PSYCH 218 (Sophomore Seminar in Psychology as a Social Science)/WOMENSTD 257 (Special 
Topics in the Social Sciences) where the topic was Psychology of Human Sexuality.  STATUS: No 
Requirement Group created pending successful testing of request #1.  The Women’s Studies 
department has not been notified that testing is complete and successful.  The department has 
a note in the LSA Course Guide stating, “Prerequisites: Any WOMENSTD course OR Psych 111 or 
Psychology of Sexuality.” 

3. Psychology would like to restrict enrollment in PSYCH 345 (Introduction to Human 
Neuropsychology) to students who have taken STATS 250(350).  Their request notes:  “We have 
a number of courses for which the content varies and for which some faculty want the statistics 
prerequisite.  As faculty develop new courses, we list them under special topics or advanced 
topics rubrics (437, 447, 400…).  The content for some of these courses is such that faculty want 
students to have a background in statistics.  Because we have lifted the enforced prerequisite 
from most of the 200-level gateway courses, faculty cannot be sure that students have statistics 
when they begin taking advanced courses.”  STATUS: No Requirement Group created pending 
successful testing of request #1.  The Psychology department has not been notified that testing 
is complete and successful.  The department has a note in Wolverine Access stating, “Required 
prerequisite: STATS 250.” 
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LSA Office of Student Academic Affairs 
Presentation to the LSA Curriculum Committee 
November 16, 2010 

Executive Summary of Presentation to the LSA Curriculum Committee 

I. General overview of the scope of academic advising in LSA 
 
The Newnan LSA Academic Advising Center, along with the Comprehensive Studies Program (CSP), the 
Honors Program, and the Residential College (RC), provide critical student services to the more than 
19,000 undergraduates in the College of Literature, Science, and the Arts.  From Orientation through to 
graduation, these various offices provide advising and mentoring to LSA students as they navigate a range 
of complex decisions that inform their respective undergraduate experiences.  In particular, academic 
advisors help undergraduates move through the various stages of academic development by providing 
information about curricular choices (e.g., choosing a major, choosing a minor, using electives to pursue 
additional interests or skill‐sets) as well as co‐curricular opportunities (e.g., research, internships, study 
abroad and other global opportunities, service‐learning and volunteering).  In this process, academic 
advisors encourage students to engage the curriculum in a ways that integrate their academic choices 
with co‐ and extra‐curricular activities.   

II. Undergraduate Curricular Challenges  
 

Beyond direct one‐on‐one conversations with students, the Office of Student Academic Affairs (SAA) also 
coordinates a range of activities in support of the broader educational mission of the College.  In 
particular, through its day‐to‐day efforts helping guide students through the curricular structure of the 
College and helping them to build viable academic plans, SAA necessarily is aware of and concerned about 
obstacles and challenges that growing student enrollment potentially places on the curriculum and other 
resources of the College.  In addition, recent curricular changes have further exacerbated access issues for 
certain courses or programs in their entirety.  In an attempt to lessen these challenges, SAA conducts 
annual course and enrollment planning meetings with several key departments to discuss the broader 
advising issues for students across the College. During the last several years, a major focus of these 
meetings has been to discuss strategies for managing the increasing size of incoming first‐year classes, 
and the consequent impact the increased number of students will have on the College’s curriculum. As an 
overarching emphasis to its work, SAA maintains a concerted effort to monitor and evaluate the ability of 
undergraduates to complete their respective academic programs in a four‐year period of time. 
 

III. Concentration advising 
 
Enhanced student engagement is a critical component of a challenging and supportive undergraduate 
experience.  Over the last decade considerable attention has been given to helping students make a 
successful transition to the University.  With these efforts well established, renewed attention is being 
focused on strengthening the overall academic experience at the upper‐level.  Central to the student 
engagement creed is effort dedicated to creating a sense of purposeful community through which 
undergraduates regularly interact with peers, mentors, advisors, faculty, and alums.  Academic 
departments play a key role in community development by offering undergraduates the opportunity to 
affiliate with an intellectual “home” and to deepen affinity for an academic discipline.  Concentration 
advisors can and do serve as architects of community building, facilitating the programs of engagement 
and interaction that create and strengthen community affiliation and affinity.  The recently held Inaugural 
LSA Academic Advising Academy, along with other on‐going initiatives, represent a deliberate effort by 
the Office of Student Academic Affairs to enhance concentration advising across the College.    
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LSA Facts and Figures 

Enrollment at UM  (Fall 2009)  Entering Fall 2010 Class  
Total, Ann Arbor campus 41,674 
All Undergrads, Ann Arbor 26,208 

LSA  16,223 62.7% 
Architecture 219 0.9% 
Art&Design 511 1.8% 
BusAd 1,082 4.1% 
Dental Hygiene 112 0.4% 
Education 214 0.8% 
Engineering 5,459 20.1% 
Kinesiology 811 3.1% 
Music 781 3.0% 
Nursing 637 2.5% 
Pharmacy 44 0.2% 
Public Policy 115 0.4% 

(as of 9/20/2010) 
Undergraduates LSA All UM 

First-Year 4, 375 6,292 
Transfer 475 633 
Total New Students  4,850 6,925 

 
(as of 9/7/2010) 

All students 19,007 41,518 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 

 

Grades 
2009-2010 LSA First Year students: 

Average GPA 3.280 
Median GPA 3.364 

May 2010 LSA Graduating class:  
Average GPA 3.381 
Median GPA 3.446 

 

Number of LSA degrees awarded Graduation rates (for UM overall)   
2009-10* 3,716 
2008-09 4,049 
2007-08 3,914 
2006-07 3,708 
 
*largest 4 graduating classes in the history of the College 

 

  2000  2009 
4-year 64.4% 72.5% 
5-year 80.7% 87.8% 
6-year 82.3% 89.5% 

(from UM Office of Budget and Planning) 
6-year grad rates for other Public Ivies  

e.g., UNC Chapel Hill – 88.1%  
U Cal Berkeley – 89.6% 

 

2009-2010 LSA graduates 
Top 12 most popular Concentrations Top 10 most popular Minors 
1. Psychology*  678 15.0% 

2. Economics 519 11.5% 

3. Political Science 420 9.3% 

4. Biology** 351 7.8% 

5. English  297 6.6% 

6. History 201 4.4% 
7. Sociology 201 4.4% 
8. Communication 198 4.4% 
9. Romance Languages 174 3.9% 
10. Neuroscience  165 3.7% 
11. Mathematics  154 3.4% 
12. Anthropology 136 3.0% 

1. Environment 66 

2. Gender & Health  56 

3. Spanish 49 

4. Asian Lang & Cult 48 

5. History 48 

6. History of Art 37 
7. Mathematics  33 
8. Music 32 
9. Applied Statistics 31 
10. German  28 

 
*includes Psychology, BBCS 
**includes Biology, EEB, MCDB 
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Multiple Concentrators, Minors, Joint Degrees  (for May 2010 LSA Graduates) 
Multiple Concentrators 605 22.6% 

Double 586 21.9% 
Triple 19 0.7% 
(Single) (2070) (77.4%) 
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Academic Minors 664 24.8% 

Single 630 23.6% 
Double 34 1.3% 

Joint Degrees 61 2.3% 
BBA 37 
Music 10 
Engineering 6 
Art 2 
Pharm 2 
Other 4 

 

Classroom Environment Student Housing 
Students per Faculty ratio  15 to 1 
Ugrad classes < 30 students  70% 
Ugrad classes < 50 students  82% 

source: http://provost.umich.edu/college_portrait/2009/page3.html 

98% of new freshmen live on campus 
37% of all undergraduates live on campus 
 

 

What do UM students do in their 1st year after graduation?  (April 2008 Senior Exit Survey) 
Employment 59% 
Graduate or Professional School 33% 
Volunteer 3% 
Additional Undergrad courses 1% 
Military Service 1% 
Other 3% 

 
In addition, 89% of the class indicated that 
they intended to get additional education, 
either immediately or in the future. 

 

 

MEDICAL School Applications 
 Fall 08 Fall 09
Applicants 743  783 
Admits 387 408
Avg GPA 3.58 3.63
Percentage 52%  52% 
National % 45% 46%

 

Top 5 – Fall 09  Applied Enrolled
Wayne St U  Wayne St U 
UMichigan  UMichigan 

MSU  MSU 
U of Illinois-Chicago Ohio State

Northwestern  Northwestern 
 

LAW School Applications 
 Fall 08 Fall 09
Applicants 884  882 
Admits 757  753 
Percentage 85.6%  85.4% 
National % 67% 67%

 

Top 5 – Fall 09  Applied Enrolled
UMichigan  UMichigan 

Georgetown  Wayne St U 
GWashington  TCooley 

American U  MSU 
Boston U UMiami 
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Projections Compared to Actual Enrollments 
with waitlist totals by end of third week 

 

  

Fall 09 
enrl 
totals 

Projected 
demand 
for F10 

F10 1st 
day enrl 
totals 

F10 3rd 
week 
enrl 
totals 

waitlist 
total 

difference from 
projected 

BIOLOGY 171  730  712  727 742 0 30 4% 
BIOLOGY 172  532  540  477 526 1 ‐14 ‐3% 
BIOLOGY 173  676  721  686 691 4 ‐30 ‐4% 
CHEM 125  1342  1522  1372 1323 0 ‐199 ‐13% 
CHEM 126  1340  1473  1339 1324 0 ‐149 ‐10% 
CHEM 130  1564  1757  1656 1665 4 ‐92 ‐5% 
CHEM 210  1377  1450  1372 1367 0 ‐83 ‐6% 
CHEM 211  1274  1350  1240 1269 2 ‐81 ‐6% 
ECON 101  923  1000  1112 1085 0 85 9% 
ENGLISH 
124/125  2127  2278  2321 2314 4 36 2% 
MATH 105  622  701  659 611 0 ‐90 ‐13% 
MATH 115  1560  1678  1692 1649 0 ‐29 ‐2% 
MATH 116  739  819  816 763 0 ‐56 ‐7% 
MATH 215  797  896  821 823 3 ‐73 ‐8% 
PSYCH 111  1490  1732  1647 1636 3 ‐96 ‐6% 
SPANISH 103  346  391  352 353 1 ‐38 ‐10% 
SPANISH 231  632  674  658 655 4 ‐19 ‐3% 
SPANISH 232  666  696  658 639 7 ‐57 ‐8% 
SPANISH 275  343  427  407 405 1 ‐22 ‐5% 
SPANISH 276  278  311  257 238 3 ‐73 ‐23% 
STATS 250  1380  1476  1441 1459 5 ‐17 ‐1% 
 
  LSA Student Academic Affairs 
  Esrold A. Nurse, Assistant Dean 
  eanurse@umich.edu, 764‐7297  
    Phil Gorman, Director Advising Technology 
  pjgorman@umich.edu, 936‐3216 
 
  LSA Curriculum & Enrollment 
  JoAnn Peraino, Manager 
  jperaino@umich.edu, 615‐8950 
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LSA Newnan Academic Advising Center 

Fall 2007 through Spring/Summer 2010 Total Student Contacts 
 

 Appts Walk-ins 
Quick  

Questions 
Other 

 Off-site 
PAAO 

Workshops 
& Events 

Dean’s  
Recs 

Orientation Sub-Totals 
Progress  
Reports 

Phones Totals 

 
Fall 2007 11035 2057 748 135 1,668 1053 225 231 17,152 476 12983 30,611 

 
Winter 2008 9468 1454 904 125 1,194 1323 232 94 14,794 372 12874 28,040 

 
Sp/Sum 2008 3627 0 277 0 0 2 79 3175 7,160 18 7863 15,041 

Totals 24,130 3,511 1,929 260 2,862 2,378 536 3,500 39,106 866 33,720 73,692 

 

 Appts Walk-ins 
Quick 

Questions 
Other  

Off-site 
PAAO 

Workshops  
& Events 

Dean’s 
Recs 

Orientation Sub-Totals 
Progress 
Reports 

Phones  Totals 

 
Fall 2008 11002  2769 1331 131 744 657 164 175 16,973 410 13927 31,310 

 
Winter 2009 10081 1870 810 179 409 604 208 55 14,216 358 13505 28,079 

 
Sp/Sum 2009 3725 0 335 0 0 205 78 3513 7,856 38 8120 16,014 

Totals 24,808 4,639 2,476 310 1,153 1,466 450 3,743 39,045 806 35,552 75,403 

 

 Appts Walk-ins 
Quick 

Questions 
Other 

Off-site 
PAAO 

Workshops  
& Events 

Dean’s 
Recs 

Orientation 
Sub-

Totals 
Progress 
Reports 

Phones  Totals 

 
Fall 2009 11127 2642 1037 108 375 885 155 179 16,508 548 14084 31,140 

Winter 2010 10026 1516 742 152 421 946 193  44 14,040 514 12594 27,148 

Sp/Sum 
2010 

 3712 0  329 0 0 80 98 4,033 8,252 73 7,601 15,926 

Totals 24,865 4,158 2,108 260 796 1,911 446 4,256 38,800 1,135 34,279 74,214 
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LSA Academic Advising Center 

Number of Students Seen by Class Standing  
Fall 2007 – Sp/Su 2010 

 

 
 
 

 
Freshmen 

(0-24 credits) 
 

 
Sophomore 

(25-54 credits) 

 
Junior 

(55-84 credits) 

 
Senior 

(85+ credits) 

 
 

Totals 

 
Fall 2007 

 

2980 
(n=4051) 

2783 
(n=3759) 

2868 
(n=4065) 

3168 
(n=4714) 

11,799 
(n=16,589) 

 
Winter 2008 

 

1793 
(n=2685) 

2525 
(n=3638) 

2452 
(n=3788) 

2874 
(n=5573) 

9,644 
(n=15,684) 

 
Sp/Su 2008 

 
392 452 891 1444 3,179 

Totals 5,165 5,760 6,211 7,486 24,622 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Freshmen 

(0-24 credits) 
 

 
Sophomore 

(25-54 credits) 

 
Junior 

(55-84 credits) 

 
Senior 

(85+ credits) 

 
 

Totals 

 
Fall 2008 

 

3119 
(n=3865) 

2925 
(n=3837) 

2740 
(n=3773) 

3559 
(n=4832) 

12,343 
(n=16,307) 

 
Winter 2009 

 

2043 
(n=2056) 

2827 
(n=3596) 

2654 
(n=3572) 

3182 
(n=5729) 

10,706 
(n=14,953) 

Sp/Su 2009 388 501 751 1660 3,300 

 
Totals 

 
5,550 6,253 6,145 8,401 25,349 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Freshmen 

(0-24 credits) 
 

 
Sophomore 

(25-54 credits) 

 
Junior 

(55-84 credits) 

 
Senior 

(85+ credits) 

 
 

Totals 

 
Fall 2009 

 

 
3,352 

(n=4082) 
 

 
2,912 

(n=3655) 

 
2,792 

(n=3749) 

 
3,163 

(n=4736) 

 
12,219 

(n=16,222) 

 
Winter 2010 

 

 
1,953 

(n=2601) 
 

 
2,613 

(n=3601) 

 
2,380 

(n=3517) 

 
2,962 

(n=5625) 

 
9,908 

(n=15,344) 

 
   Sp/Su 2010 
 

 
415 

 
595 

 
947 

 
1755 

 
3,712 

 
Totals 

 

 
5,720 

 
6,120 

 
6,119 

 
7,880 

 
25,839 
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Creating Intellectual Community Through Enhanced Undergraduate Concentration Advising:  
a Proposal 
 
Submitted by the Student Academic Affairs (SAA) Concentration Advising Task Force (May 28, 2010): 
Cindy Bourland, David Brawn, Tim Dodd, Mark Guevara, Chris Luebbe 

 
Executive Summary: Proposal for Concentration Advising Preparation Program 

Introduction 
The on‐line academic advising file and the Newnan Center department liaison have proven to be invaluable 

means for integrating general advising and concentration advising. Those components can be leveraged to 
improve Newnan Centers support for concentration advising and, ultimately, to enhance LSA students’ 
concentration experience. 
 
A.  Mission Statement 

1.  Concentration advising plays a key role in guiding the participation of undergraduates in the intellectual 
communities comprised by LSA departments and their disciplines. 

2.  Concentration advising operates through a collaboration of staff and faculty and provides undergraduates 
with mentoring, access to scholarly and academic resources, and support for the successful completion of 
concentrations and minors. 

B.  Proposal, Goals and Specific Aims 
1.  Proposal:  The Newnan LSA Academic Advising Center proposes to develop and implement a summer 

academic advising academy and subsequent continuing education program that will prepare 
concentration advisors to meet two key student engagement goals:  
a.  development of intellectual communities in LSA academic departments and programs;  
b.  support for LSA undergraduates’ academic progress and preparation for life and careers after they 

leave the college. 
4.  The specific aims are: 

a.  development of a set of standards for LSA concentration advising; 
b.  establishment and implementation of protocols governing access to and use of the LSA online 

advising file system; 
c.  development and delivery of a program that prepares concentration advisors according to the mission 

and goals described above. 
C.  Rationale 
  The proposed preparation program is based on direct qualitative measures of student interests and concerns 

about advising, direct inquiries with departments about their advising, and collaborative projects the Newnan 
Center has run with both student organizations and departments. 

D.  Description of the academic advising preparation program 
1.  Training modules will be developed in five key areas: The Student Experience in Campus Intellectual 

Communities, On‐Line Advising File/Transcript, Transfer Credit and Evaluation, Pre‐professional Advising, 
and Students in Crisis. 

2.  These modules will be delivered in alternate formats to accommodate the various needs of departments 
and the work schedules of their advisors. 
a.  A two‐day summer advising academy prior to the start of Fall semester classes. 
b.  A four‐week informational program that will run during each Fall semester. 
c.  A series of one‐hour workshops, offered at a variety of times throughout the year. 
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I.  Introduction 
Enhanced student engagement is a critical component of a challenging and supportive undergraduate 

experience.  Central to the student engagement creed is effort dedicated to creating a sense of purposeful 
community through which undergraduates regularly interact with peers, mentors, advisors, faculty and alums.  
Academic departments play a key role in community development by offering undergraduates the opportunity to 
affiliate with an intellectual “home” and to deepen affinity for an academic discipline.  Concentration advisors can 
and do serve as architects of community building, facilitating the programs of engagement and interaction that 
create and strengthen community affiliation and affinity.  This proposal presents a vision of the concentration 
experience organized around community development objectives and proposes means for concentration advising 
programs to meet the task. It builds on two important elements of the relationship between the Newnan LSA 
Academic Advising Center and academic departments: the on‐line advising file and the department liaison.  The 
Student Academic Affairs (SAA) Advising Task Group (Cindy Bourland, David Brawn, Tim Dodd, Mark Guevara, 
Chris Luebbe) consulted with the Concentration Advising Working Group (David Brawn, Cheryl Erdmann, Elise 
Harper, Chris Luebbe, Chris McNamara, Kristi McKenzie, David Smith, John Stratman) and Esrold Nurse in 
developing this proposal. 
 
II.  Mission Statement, Goals, and Specific Aims 

A.  Mission Statement 
For undergraduate students, declaring an academic concentration initiates membership in an intellectual 

community.  Within that community, faculty, students and staff share a common affinity for an academic 
discipline and interact around myriad opportunities to deepen their affiliation with that discipline.  A key member 
of that community is the concentration advisor, whose role is to welcome undergraduate concentrators and 
mentor their transition, growth and identity within the department and the discipline.  In addition to guiding 
concentrators’ progress in the departmental or program curriculum, concentration advisors also play a key role in 
creating opportunities beyond the classroom for concentrators to participate in the activities germane to a 
community of scholars.  As such, concentration advisors encourage undergraduate concentrators to become 
involved in department‐sponsored events and programs, provide exposure to research and professional 
endeavors, and facilitate connections between students and department faculty.  

Whether serving formally or informally as “advisors,” faculty exerts strong influence on undergraduate 
concentrators’ connection to the department and discipline.  Guiding and mentoring students’ exploration of 
disciplinary research, internships, and other department and professional activity is essential in securing 
undergraduate identity as a member of the intellectual community. 

Through their participation in the concentration advising program, undergraduate concentrators can expect 
information presented through virtual and face‐to‐face contact to be accurate and reliable; can expect interaction 
with peers, graduate students, faculty, staff, and alums through presentations on, and involvement in, disciplinary 
research, scholarship, and professional activity; and can expect representation of their interests and aspirations in 
curriculum and hiring decisions. 

B.  Goals and Specific Aims 
To serve this mission, the Newnan LSA Academic Advising Center proposes a program of preparation and 

communication among the advisors in LSA, including an annual summer academic advising academy.  Through the 
preparation program, we propose to establish means by which advisors who work with LSA undergraduates 
function with a common set of competencies, resources, and understandings that will support two major goals. 

1.  Promote more engaged participation of undergraduate students in the intellectual communities 
comprised by LSA departments and units, as deemed appropriate and practical by the leaders of those 
communities.   

2.  Support successful LSA undergraduate outcomes, including timely completion of curricula and the 
thoughtful and productive connection of undergraduate experiences to next steps in the job market or 
graduate and professional programs.  
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The following specific aims have been established in support of these goals. 

1.  Develop a set of standards for LSA concentration advising. 
2.  Establish and implement protocols governing access to and use of the online advising file system currently 

being used by the Newnan LSA Academic Advising Center. 
3.  Develop a preparation program for advisors. 

a.  The program will be made available to all advisors who work with LSA students in two formats, to 
accommodate the needs of specific advisors. 

b.  The program will be supported by resources that promote a common advising culture, such as an 
online advising handbook and regular programming addressing advising practice. 

c.  The program will be flexible, to accommodate the priorities and concerns specific to individual 
programs and departments. 

4.  Utilize Newnan Center liaisons as key elements in the ongoing development of the advisor preparation 
program and all its attributes.  In particular, liaisons will: 
a.  act as a permanent, ongoing contacts through which departments can convey their interests, needs, 

and concerns to the Newnan Center, thereby allowing the preparation to be as responsive as possible; 
b.  act as consultants in devising and implementing advising program goals, including delivering 

information and providing “continuing education” opportunities for departmental faculty and staff. 
III.  Rationale 

A.  Student Interests and Concerns 
In the last three years, the Newnan LSA Academic Advising Center has held a series of meetings with student 

groups and representatives designed to inform advising practices and programming.  The most prominent of 
these groups have been the Student Advisory Panel on Academic Advising (SAPAA), a subcommittee of LSA 
Student Government, which has regularly provided commentary, suggestions and recommendations about 
general and concentration advising, and the Student Consulting Group (SCG), which has consulted with the Center 
regarding programming for students.   

Student commentary has consistently indicated that they would like the commitment and intellectual 
curiosity they derive from coursework and co‐curricular activities—and that frequently guide their choice of 
concentration—to be reinforced through department‐level programs and activities and promoted by 
concentration advisors.  At the May, 2010 Chairs and Directors meeting, Dean McDonald cited recommendations 
by the LSA Student Government that echoed this point.  Unfortunately, student commentary has also indicated 
that in many departments, declaring a concentration does not involve a “welcome” to participate in the 
intellectual life of the department nor does concentration advising move beyond bureaucratic matters.  The size 
of the college alone tends to limit the amount of contact departments can have with undergraduates, which puts 
additional weight on those times when students seek out departmental advisors to declare or to check their 
progress.  Therefore, making departmental advising more efficient in addressing progress toward degree audits, 
concentration and minor declaration, course selection, and graduation with efficiency would allow advisors more 
time to connect with students at the level of their scholarly interests. 

B.  The Nature of Departmental Advising 
Beginning in March 2010, the Newnan Center began a survey of departments and the advising they do.  While 

this survey is still ongoing, preliminary results reveal a range of advising formats.  Of the 29 departments surveyed 
thus far, 17 employ staff as advisors in some capacity.  Thirteen employ non‐tenure track faculty as advisors.  
Eighteen regularly employ tenure track faculty as advisors.  Three employ graduate students as advisors.  
Different models are used with some departments relying entirely on permanent staff to advise, while others 
integrate staff and faculty around different “levels” of advising. 

Departments were also asked to list goals for their advising.  Of those that responded to this question, 11 
suggested that their advising goals included engaging students in comprehensive, in‐depth conversations that 
were intended to help students synthesize their experience in the department; 11 indicated that they saw 

232



 

LSA Office of Student Academic Affairs 
Presentation to the LSA Curriculum Committee 
November 16, 2010 

 

advising as primarily for helping students navigate concentration (or minor) requirements; and 4 indicated that 
they saw advising primarily as a means of recruiting students to the minor.  What was most striking, however, was 
that all but three departments felt that the goals of the students whom they advised were limited to procedural 
issues such as course selection, concentration releases, and identifying graduate programs.  Thus our evidence—
however preliminary it may be—suggests that the aims of the departments resonate well with those stated by the 
students.  Unfortunately, neither students nor departments appear to be very satisfied with the current state of 
play. 
IV.  Description of Preparation Program 

A.  Standards 
Developing a set of standards for advising was a necessary preliminary to devising a preparation program for 

advisors.  These standards constitute a baseline of advising‐based practices and outcomes that define the 
essential qualities of concentration advising programs, while providing clearer access to resources that will enable 
individual departments to develop their advising programs. 

1.  Our proposed standards were derived from three sources.   
a.  LSA Student Academic Affairs has established a set of advising practices based on the training it 

already has in place for general and pre‐professional advisors.  This was used as a template. 
b.  The Newnan Center conducted a series of consultations with concentration advisors, to identify their 

priorities, concerns and understandings regarding the advising done by departments.  The results of 
these consultations have informed the standards devised for concentration advising.  Furthermore, 
concentration advisors participated directly in the formulation of the final set of standards. 

c.  Student interests, based on the information collected from student consulting groups mentioned 
above, led to the introduction of a set of standards relating to engagement with the intellectual 
community within the department. 

2.  We recognize that departments differ not only in the nature of the disciplines they house, but also by size, 
the number of concentrators, and the particular histories of practices that have built up over time.  Thus, 
it is essential for any set of standards to be flexible enough to accommodate these differences while still 
providing the benefits of consistency and practicality.  For this reason, rather than specifying that the role 
of the advisor be tasked with specific duties (which may or may not suit a given departmental 
arrangement), the standards are directed more broadly to concentration programs and advising programs. 

3.  Concentration program and concentration advising standards.   
In accordance with the Concentration Advising Mission and Goals statement, concentration programs 
should facilitate the entry and full participation of concentrators in the intellectual life of the department 
and discipline.  Given that undergraduate programs take many shapes and forms, depending on the 
number of concentrators, staffing, and other factors that vary across units, how this facilitation takes 
shape will vary from program to program.   
a.  Concentration Program Standards.  We propose that concentration programs: 
• Form an undergraduate advisory board for community building 
• Support and actively collaborate with a student organization for concentrators 
• Invite concentrators to relevant and appropriate departmental events such as lectures, colloquia, and 

symposia  
• Develop events and programs specifically for concentrators that bring concentrators and/or 

concentrators and faculty together around significant milestones, progress through the degree, and 
topics of mutual interest. Examples might include: 

o Welcome event for new concentrators with upper‐classmen and faculty 
o Brown bag or research presentation series for students and faculty 
o Reading groups 
o Film and discussion nights 
o Conference hosting or attendance 
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o Graduation event 
• Sponsor purely social events to facilitate community, such as: 

o Pizza and/or game nights 
o Film screenings 
o Lunches, ice cream socials, etc. 
o Volunteering or other service project 

• Provide a space for undergraduates to congregate, study, and socialize informally 
b.  Advising Program Standards.  In recognition of the above‐mentioned variability, the standards pertain 

to the advising program as a whole, rather than any particular individual serving in an advising 
capacity of whatever kind. We propose that concentration advising programs should provide 
information concerning: 

• Concentration requirements, including pre‐declaration exploration 
• Course content & planning (selection, sequencing, combination) 
• College policies regarding concentrations & minors 
• Course/credit evaluation & approval (study abroad, transfer) 

o Finding a school/program 
o Credit transfer verification & submission for pre‐approval 
o Evaluation/(pre‐)approval  for Concentration/Minor requirements 

• Research opportunities 
• Honors and/or Thesis 
• Departmental/Program Student Organizations 
• Academic difficulty and referral to appropriate academic support 
• Scholarships and Fellowships 
• Internships 
• Careers 
• Graduate/Professional programs 
• CUGS 
• Joint Degrees between LSA and other schools & colleges 
• Student Crises 

o Whom to contact, to whom to refer, with whom to share information 
o Location of key resources (CAPS, UHS, etc) 

• Submission of Concentration/Minor Declarations 
• Entering Concentration/Minor Exceptions in the advising file at the time of approval 

o Enter Minor Exceptions for non‐LSA students 
• Entering Concentration/Minor Releases through the advising file 

o Submit any subsequent revisions through the advising file (by submitting a new release) 
• Entering advising notes in the advising file 
• Calculation of the concentration GPA 
• Referring students with questions regarding LSA general or distribution requirements to the Newnan 

LSA Academic Advising Center 
• FERPA and the protocols limiting the entry of sensitive information in the online advising file 
 
Recommendations (with appropriate College support): 
• Concentration advisors are recommended to serve for a minimum of 2 years  
• Departments should maintain a minimum number of undergraduate student services FTE devoted to 

community building activity 
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• Departments should maintain an appropriate undergraduate advising FTE as a function of the number 
of concentrators and minors  

B.  Online Student Advising File 
The online student advising file (henceforth referred to as the advising file) developed by the Newnan LSA 

Academic Advising Center is the foundational component to a programmatic and effective advising system that 
connects general and departmental advising, to the benefit of both.   

1.  The Nature of the Advising File 
The online advising file provides real‐time access to a range of information about students, as well as to key 

advising resources and processes.  The advising file links to archives of student information, such as applications, 
transcripts from other schools, and a summary of pertinent information collected at the time of orientation 
(placement test scores, AP test information, parental educational background, etc.).  It also has built into it the 
capacity to run automated audit checklists for general college and concentration requirements.  Finally, and most 
significant, it has as its core a mechanism for advisors to enter and store online notes about their interactions with 
students, which are in turn visible to other users of the file.  

 The current structure of the advising file already positions it to impact, substantively, the two key issues 
being addressed by the proposed advisor preparation program.  First, the online advisor notes and associated 
student information make it possible for various advisors to contribute to and draw upon personalized, 
longitudinal conversations about the students they are advising, even in decentralized environment.  Second, 
resources and processes (such as the online audit and concentration release) provide speed, reliability, and 
consistency to the essential but sometimes onerous and bureaucratic work that takes up so much one‐on‐one 
advising time, thereby freeing time for  more reflective and generative conversations with students. 

2.  Protocols for Using the Advising File  
It is critically important that the online file is used in a way that is consistent with the standards for advising 

developed on the campus and with Federal Education Right to Privacy Act (FERPA) regulations.  The Newnan 
Center has developed an online training module that introduces new users of the advising files to the rules 
governing appropriate access to and use of student information contained in these resources.  It is modeled after 
modules used to train researchers about human subjects research protocols and the Health Insurance Portability 
and Accountability Act (HIPAA).  Like these modules, the FERPA Standards Module is easy to access and complete 
from remote locations and employs a simple, iterative format that promotes retention. 

C.  Design of the Concentration Advising Preparation Program  
The Newnan Center has consulted extensively with departmental advisors in order to determine key 

informational and procedural needs for concentration advising, as seen from the perspective of the departments.  
The results of these consultations have been incorporated into the advisor preparation programs.  The intent is to 
support departments’ efforts to conduct advising as they see fit, while incorporating elements that will further 
enhance student education and experience within the disciplines.  Toward this end, the Newnan LSA Advising 
Center will offer an annual Summer Academic Advising Academy and two additional preparation programs.  The 
preparation programs will provide information and preparation, while also providing an opportunity for 
networking, discussion and community building across the College.   

The preparation program will consist of three modalities: a four week program held each Fall term, the 
Summer Academic Advising Academy, and modular sessions that will be offered at various points during the rest 
of the academic year.  The different modalities were developed in response to the needs, interests and goals of 
described by LSA departments for their specific advising programs.  

1.  Four Week Advising Preparation Program.  The Four Week Program is designed as an introduction (and 
possibly a refresher) to a complete array of advising philosophies, standards, practices, and procedures.  While 
anyone who advises students may attend, it is intended for those persons whose position is primarily committed 
to advising students.  It is also intended to provide a foundation for those persons who act as the key resource for 
advising in their department. 
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2.  The Summer Academic Advising Academy.  The Summer Academy will be held in the week before Fall 
classes and will consist of two days of identical sessions, such that advisors can elect to attend one full day or two 
separate half‐days.  The primary purpose for the Summer Academy is to serve the needs of those faculty advisors 
who have limited time, but who nevertheless want a solid foundation in the basics of advising practice in 5 key 
areas.   

a.  The Nature of Undergraduate Student Experiences in Campus Intellectual Communities 
c.  Advising File (including entering Releases and Exceptions) and Transcript 
c.  Transfer Credit and Credit Evaluation (including study abroad) 
d.  Pre‐professional Advising 
e.  Students in Crisis 
3.  Need‐Specific and Continuing Education Sessions.  Elements of the Four Week program and the Summer 

Academic Advising Academy will be made available to departments both upon request and via programming 
events scheduled throughout the year.  The scheduled events will be incorporated into previously existing series 
such as advising brown bag sessions and the Advising Summit.   

Susan Gass and Chris Luebbe will coordinate all of the above‐mentioned preparation programs. In addition, 
the system of Newnan Center Departmental Liaisons, which has already been established as a means of 
facilitating communication between the Center and LSA departments, will act as an open, flexible conduit for 
departments to tailor the timing and nature of the programming they receive. 

D.  Newnan LSA Academic Advising Center Liaisons 
The network of Newnan Center advisors assigned to specific LSA departments as liaisons has been in 

operation for more than ten years.  With the establishment of the concentration advisor preparation program, 
the liaisons will be tasked more specifically as key resources for the departments to convey their advising related 
requests and issues to the Center, and to provide some of the advisor preparation modules upon request, per the 
self‐assessed needs of the departments.  The purpose is two‐fold.  First, it allows us to be more responsive to 
departments in a timeframe of their choosing.  Second, it provides a mechanism for continually collecting 
information about departments’ interests and concerns that can then be used to refine the content and structure 
of the preparation programs. 

In truth, the role of the liaison will change in degree rather than substance.  For example, many departments 
already use liaisons on a consultative basis: liaisons have attended departmental meetings, done joint advising 
with their departmental colleagues, and collaborated with their departmental counterparts in programming.  
Departments have also asked liaisons to inform other Newnan advisors about new courses, programmatic 
initiatives, and emergent advising related initiatives. 

E.  Implementation Timeline for Specific Aims. 
1.  Establish and implement protocols governing access to and use of the online advising file system 

currently being used by the Newnan LSA Academic Advising Center. 
Status: Complete.  The training module for appropriate access and use of the online advising files was 
created in April 2010. 

2.  Develop a set of standards for LSA concentration advising. 
Status: Complete.  The standards for concentration advising programs were completed in April 2010. 

3.  Develop a training program for advisors. 
Status: The basic outline for the Summer Academic Advising Academy is complete.  The modules will 
be ready for implementation in August 2010. 

4.  Utilize Newnan Center liaisons. 
Status:  The liaison system is already in place.  Syllabi for modular sessions will be produced as part of 
the development of preparation modalities, which can then be used by liaisons in response to 
requests from departments.
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The Inaugural LSA Academic Advising Academy 
October 8, 2010  

Morning Program 
8:00AM   Continental Breakfast  
8:25AM  Welcome: Dr. Chris Luebbe, Advising Coordinator, Newnan LSA Academic Advising Center 
8:30AM  Pre‐professional Advising: Karen Wittkopp, Pre‐law Advisor, Newnan LSA Academic Advising Center 

Dr. David Brawn, Associate Director, Newnan LSA Academic Advising Center 
9:00AM  Advising File: Phil Gorman, Director of Advising Technology, Office of LSA Student Academic Affairs 
10:00AM  Break  
10:10AM  Transfer Credit, Credit Evaluation, and Study Abroad: Susan Gass, Associate Director, Newnan LSA 

Academic Advising Center 
11:10AM  Academic Standards: Cathy Conway‐Perrin, Director of Academic Standards and Academic 

Opportunities, Office of LSA Student Academic Affairs 
11:30AM  Adjourn 
 
Afternoon Program 
12:00PM   Lunch 
12:30PM  Dean’s Welcome and Remarks:  

Introduction: Dr. Chris Luebbe, Advising Coordinator, Newnan LSA Academic Advising Center  
Esrold Nurse, Assistant Dean for Student Academic Affairs 
Terrence McDonald, Dean, College of Literature, Science and the Arts                                                                  

1:05PM  Panel:  Student Engagement and Community in the Departments 
Introduction: Dr. David Brawn, Associate Director, Newnan LSA Academic Advising Center 
Moderator: Phil Deloria, Associate Dean for Undergraduate Education 

  Panelists:  Netta Berlin, Lecturer IV in Classical Studies, Concentration Advisor 
Erika Valdivieso, Concentrator in Classical Language and Literature 
Joel Bregman, Professor of Astronomy, Department Chair  
Dominique M. Segura‐Cox, Concentrator in Astronomy and Astrophysics 
Scotti Parish, Associate Professor of English Language and Literature  
Laura Winnick, Concentrator in English Language and Literature 
Jennifer Taylor, Advising Coordinator, Department of Psychology 
Amanda Gehrke, Concentrator in Brain, Behavior, and Cognitive Science 

2:30PM   Group Breakout Discussions: 
• Student Groups and Organizations 
• Community Events and Programming 
• Student Voice in Departmental Matters 
• Student‐Faculty Engagement 
• Experiential Opportunities and Capstones 
• Concentration Advising Models 

4:00PM  Plenary:  Tim Dodd, Director, Newnan LSA Academic Advising Center 
4:45PM  Closing Remarks:  Esrold Nurse, Assistant Dean for Student Academic Affairs 
 
Readings 

• Christiane N. Rinck, “Student Engagement and Academic Advising,” The Mentor: an Academic Advising 
Journal (June 28, 2006) http://www.psu.edu/dus/mentor/060628cr.htm 

• Susan M. Campbell and Charlie L. Nutt, “Academic Advising in the New Global Century: Supporting 
Student Engagement and Learning Outcomes Achievement,” Peer Review (Winter 
2008)  http://www.aacu.org/peerreview/pr‐wi08/documents/PR‐WI08_AcademicAdvising.pdf 
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Best ways that departments help build community and make students feel more welcomed 
(brought to you by LSA Student Government) 

 
• Advisors are excited when students declare. 

o Stickers, t‐shirts, or even a congratulatory email make students more excited about their new 
major 

• Department emails and newsletters about opportunities for students are helpful to inform students about 
ways to expand knowledge beyond the classroom. 

• The department invites students to luncheons and other bonding events within the department.  For 
example, providing students with coffee and bagels every other month in a commons area.   

• Events like “Pizza with the Professors” help students connect to faculty in a more casual setting and also 
meet other students in their major. 

• The department hosts events for department alumni to speak with current students. 
 
I.  Introduction 

Regardless of age, involvement or other factors, all students have a connection to their College and their 
academic departments.  Through classes, advisors and department resources, students connect with each other, 
cultivate an appreciation for their field of study, and develop both the College and themselves.  The Student 
Academic Affairs (SAA) Advising Task Group and the Concentration Advising Working Group has expressed that 
“Enhanced student engagement is a critical component of a challenging and supportive undergraduate 
experience,” indicating that improving undergraduates’ ability to impact their education is crucial to the mission 
of the College.  Frequently, departments within the College of Literature, Science and the Arts vary in quality of 
resources, sense of community and other aspects essential to the departmental experience in LSA.  Concentration 
advisors, administrators and faculty all work in different ways to improve each segment of the College, but often 
resources exist for certain departments which could benefit students in others.  This proposal presents a vision of 
the concentration experience perpetually augmented and adapted by a body of undergraduates interested in 
finding excellent resources for students across all of the College.  It suggests a Concentration Council, comprised 
of undergraduate representatives from all departments, which engages topics related to the all concentration 
experiences, with the intent of taking leading, individualized practices and applying them to a greater amount of 
departments.  
II.  Mission Statement, Goals, and Specific Aims 

A.  Mission Statement 
Undergraduate students, with their combined perspectives, will seek to improve both their own department 

and others in the College of Literature, Science, and the Arts.  The Concentration Council will address topics 
proposed by concentration advisors, key administrators and undergraduates.  Each department, through its 
undergraduate representation, will present relevant information and details of excellent departmental resources, 
with the purpose of developing similar, appropriate tools into other departments. 

B.  Goals and Specific Aims 
To serve this mission, the Academic Affairs Committee of LSA Student Government proposes a Concentration 

Council of participation and communication among LSA concentrators.  Through the Concentration Council, we 
propose to establish means by which advisors whom work with LSA undergraduates function with a common set 
of competencies, resources, and understandings that will support two major goals. 

1.  Promote more engaged participation of undergraduate students in the intellectual communities 
comprised by LSA departments and units, through a commitment to bettering each concentrator in every 
LSA department and unit.   

2.  To provide a venue and forum for undergraduates to research and develop institutional resources and 
changes which will improve all departments, with individual focus given to each department’s unique size, 
makeup and needs. 
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The following specific aims have been established in support of these goals. 
1.  Develop a regularly meeting body, known as the Concentration Council, comprised of no more than two 

students from each concentration in LSA. 
2.  Discuss topics relevant to academic units within the college and brainstorm improvements or solutions to 

current challenges within departments. 
3.  Develop a resource relating to the topics discussed which outline leading practices and opportunities for 

growth in a variety of areas impacting academic units. 
III.  Rationale 
1.  Standardization of Academic Units 
  Certainly each department and academic unit within the College should enjoy a unique character.  This 
character and difference should derive from the size of the department, the resources available to the 
department, the physical space belonging to the department, the demographics of the students within the 
department, and the faculty and staff supporting students in the department.  However, all departments share 
common traits and challenges including, but not limited to, concentration advising scheduling, distribution of 
information, declaration process, recruitment, community building, student engagement, space management, etc.  
These commonalities can be targeted and approached in a larger context to better provide equitable and useful 
resources to all LSA students, regardless of their field of study. 
2.  Opportunities for Growth Exist 
  LSA Student Government receives criticism and complaints regarding nearly every department in the College.  
Yet, students also feel a sense of pride regarding their departments.  A forum to work on struggling departments 
or ineffective pieces of departments, which also highlights successful approaches, is needed to improve 
exceptional academic units, underperforming concentrations, and every department in between.  Students, being 
the consumers of departmental resources, are best equipped to recognize and identify successes, problems, and 
potential improvements within their own department. 
 
  Quoted from Newnan LSA Academic Advising Center Concentration Advising Proposal to provide additional 
context 
  A.  Student Interests and Concerns. 

In the last three years, the Newnan LSA Academic Advising Center has held a series of meetings with student 
groups and representatives designed to inform advising practices and programming.  The most prominent of 
these groups have been the Student Advisory Panel on Academic Advising (SAPAA), a subcommittee of LSA 
Student Government, which has regularly provided commentary, suggestions and recommendations about 
general and concentration advising, and the Student Consulting Group (SCG), which has consulted with the Center 
regarding programming for students.   

Student commentary has consistently indicated that they would like the commitment and intellectual 
curiosity they derive from coursework and co‐curricular activities—and that frequently guide their choice of 
concentration—to be reinforced through department‐level programs and activities and promoted by 
concentration advisors.  At the May, 2010 Chairs and Directors meeting, Dean McDonald cited recommendations 
by the LSA Student Government that echoed this point.  Unfortunately, student commentary has also indicated 
that in many departments, declaring a concentration does not involve a “welcome” to participate in the 
intellectual life of the department nor does concentration advising move beyond bureaucratic matters.  The size 
of the college alone tends to limit the amount of contact departments can have with undergraduates, which puts 
additional weight on those times when students seek out departmental advisors to declare or to check their 
progress.  Therefore, making departmental advising more efficient in addressing progress toward degree audits, 
concentration and minor declaration, course selection, and graduation with efficiency would allow advisors more 
time to connect with students at the level of their scholarly interests. 
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B.  The Nature of Departmental Advising. 
Beginning in March 2010, the Newnan Center began a survey of departments and the advising they do.  While 

this survey is still ongoing, preliminary results reveal a range of advising formats.  Of the 29 departments surveyed 
thus far, 17 employ staff as advisors in some capacity.  Thirteen employ non‐tenure track faculty as advisors.  
Eighteen regularly employ tenure track faculty as advisors.  Three employ graduate students as advisors.  
Different models are used with some departments relying entirely on permanent staff to advise, while others 
integrate staff and faculty around different “levels” of advising. 

Departments were also asked to list goals for their advising.  Of those that responded to this question, 11 
suggested that their advising goals included engaging students in comprehensive, in‐depth conversations that 
were intended to help students synthesize their experience in the department; 11 indicated that they saw 
advising as primarily for helping students navigate concentration (or minor) requirements; and 4 indicated that 
they saw advising primarily as a means of recruiting students to the minor.  What was most striking, however, was 
that all but three departments felt that the goals of the students whom they advised were limited to procedural 
issues such as course selection, concentration releases, and identifying graduate programs.  Thus our evidence—
however preliminary it may be—suggests that the aims of the departments resonate well with those stated by the 
students.  Unfortunately, neither students nor departments appear to be very satisfied with the current state of 
play. 
IV.  Description of Concentration Council 

A.  Student Representation Selection 
LSA Student Government’s Academic Affairs Committee in conjunction with the Student Advisory Panel to 

Academic Advising subcommittee will develop a template application to be sent to each department head or key 
administrator.  This application will be accompanied by a letter, explaining the purpose of the Concentration 
Council, and an invitation to select or appoint a student representative for the department to attend 
Concentration Council meetings.  Participation is completely voluntary, but the Academic Affairs Committee will 
encourage all departments to participate.  Departments will be allowed to send the application to their students 
in its template version, send a tailored version to their students, send the application to a select group of students, 
select a specific student, or choose their representative in another way of their choosing.  Academic units may 
also choose to select an “alternate” representative to fill in for the representative when needed. 

B.  Representative Responsibilities 
Each undergraduate representative will have several expectations and responsibilities.  The undergraduate 

representatives will  
• Represent their academic unit in a professional and balanced manner 
• Meet with their academic unit’s administrators as frequently as needed to ensure communication between 

departments’ faculty, staff and the Concentration Council.   
• Research their department extensively, specifically regarding the topic provided for each Concentration 

Council meeting in order to frame their study of the department.   
• Participate in Concentration Council meetings, and when appropriate, present the information they learn 

about their department.   
• Provide feedback and suggestions to key, relevant administrators within the department, and lobby for 

specific changes discussed at the Concentration Council meetings. 
  C.  Concentration Council Meetings 
  LSA Student Government’s Academic Affairs Committee will manage and lead Concentration Council meetings.  
These meetings will occur bi‐weekly at a time pre‐determined before selection is made to ensure applicants can 
participate fully before applying.  Concentration Council meetings will be 1 hour in length, and allow for the 
discussion of a topic determined at the previous meeting’s conclusion.  At least twenty minutes will be for smaller 
group level brainstorming and presenting, while the remaining time will be devoted to a large group conversation 
about the topic.  This structure will be reviewed once representative feedback can be incorporated into the 
meeting agendas. 
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  D. Topics 
  Topics will be generated by a variety of sources, including the Concentration Council itself.  Topics may include, 
but are not limited to, items listed and adapted from the Newnan LSA Academic Advising Center Proposal: 

• Declaration and Release  
• Undergraduate advisory boards 
• Departmental events such as lectures, colloquia, and symposia  
• Programs specifically for concentrators that bring concentrators and/or concentrators and faculty 

together around significant milestones, progress through the degree, and topics of mutual interest. 
Examples might include: 

o Welcome event for new concentrators with upper‐classmen and faculty 
o Brown bag or research presentation series for students and faculty 
o Reading groups 
o Film and discussion nights 
o Conference hosting or attendance 
o Graduation event 

• Department sponsored social events to facilitate community 
• Space for undergraduates to congregate, study, and socialize informally 
• Concentration requirements, including pre‐declaration exploration 
• Course content & planning (selection, sequencing, combination) 
• College policies regarding concentrations & minors 
• Course/credit evaluation & approval (study abroad, transfer) 

o Finding a school/program 
o Credit transfer 

• Research opportunities 
• Senior Thesis and Honor Thesis 
• Departmental/Program Student Organizations 
• Academic difficulty and referral to appropriate academic support 
• Scholarships and Fellowships 
• Internships 
• Careers 
• Graduate/Professional programs 
• Concurrent Undergraduate‐Graduate Studies Program 
• Joint Degrees between LSA and other schools & colleges 
• Submission of Concentration/Minor Declarations 
• Calculation of the concentration GPA 
• New faculty and staff selection 
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The proposed schedule for the Concentration Council is as follows: 

Send application template with letter to Department Heads  September 10 

Receive Concentration Council Selections  October 1 

Contact representatives, set up first meeting, provide first topic  October 3 

Hold first Concentration Council Meeting  Week of October 17 

At least 2 Concentration Council Meetings will be held in Fall 2010 

V. Implementation Timeline for Specific Aims 
1.  Establish and provide a template application for departments to distribute quickly and easily to all 

students. 
Status: Incomplete.  We need suggestions about what questions would be appropriate for selection of 
good representatives without discouraging people from applying. 

2.  Draft a letter to be sent to department heads. 
Status: Incomplete. 

3.  Reserve Rooms for meeting space. 
Status: Incomplete. 

4. Engage Newnan Academic Advising Center for suggestions and opportunities for collaboration. 
Status: Incomplete 
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MEMORANDUM 
 

TO: Members of the LSA Executive Committee 

FROM: Pam Rinker 

DATE: January 19, 2011 

SUBJECT: Summary of LSA Curriculum Committee Minutes 
for December 7, 2010 

1. Minutes of 11/16/10 were approved as amended. 

2. The committee accepted the recommendations of the R&E Subcommittee.  

3. The committee approved two new academic minors: Writing, offered by the Sweetland 
Center for Writing, and Creative Writing, offered by English Language & Literature. 

4. The committee approved modifications to a concentration and academic minor. 

5. The committee approved the School of Education’s new Sequential Undergraduate/ 
Graduate Studies Program (SUGS) Program in Teaching effective F11.  

6. The committee approved ARCH 357 for LSA credit. 

7. The committee acted upon course approval requests.  
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LSA CURRICULUM COMMITTEE 
Minutes of December 7, 2010 

Present: Phil Deloria (Chair), Caroline Canning, Ellie Dertz, Tim Dodd, Phil Gorman, Laura Hlebasko, Mika 
Lavaque-Manty, Neil Marsh, Jennifer Myers, Sally Oey, Sushama Pavgi, JoAnn Peraino, Pam Rinker, Catherine 
Sanok, Teresa Satterfield, Mandy Seyerle, Donna Wessel Walker, Evans Young, and Rebecca Zurier 
 
Guests: Susan Parrish, Associate Professor of English Language and Literature and Director of Undergraduate 
Studies; and Keith Taylor, Lecturer IV in English Language and Literature and Director of the Undergraduate 
Creative Writing Program  

The meeting came to order at 3:10 pm. 

MINUTES 

Minutes of 11/16/10 were approved as amended. 

R&E COURSE APPROVAL REQUESTS 

As detailed in the attached R&E Subcommittee Report, the committee approved the following recommendations: 

APPROVE (5 ) 
 

New / Blanket 
1. HISTORY 272. The Modern Civil Rights Movement. Matthew Countryman. W11. 
 
Recertification / Blanket  
2. HISTORY / CAAS 305. Histories of the Modern Caribbean. Richard Turits. W11. 
3. HISTORY / JUDAIC 386. The Holocaust. Todd Endelman. W11. 
4. MODGREEK 318. Greek-American Culture. Vassilios Lambropoulos. W11. 

 
Recertification / Topic-Specific 
5. CAAS 458-002 / ENGLISH 407-002.  Black World Issues, The Southern Novel in Black and White. 

Scott Ellsworth. W11. 
 

DEFERRED (1 ) 
 

Recertification / Topic-Specific 
6. AAPTIS 331. Introduction to Arab Culture – Race, Ethnicity, and Gender Issues. Raji Rammuny. 

W11. 
 

NEW ACADEMIC MINORS  

The committee approved two new academic minors effective F11: Writing, offered by the Sweetland Center for 
Writing, and Creative Writing, offered by English Language & Literature. The first focuses on argumentative, 
expository writing typically used in academic settings. The second in part overlaps with the Residential College’s 
concentration in Creative Writing. The committee thought the three programs differed sufficiently in goals and 
structure to form a strong and timely package of alternatives for LSA students interested in developing their 
writing skills. Before the new minors are announced, however, the committee asked the three departments to 
agree on a very clear statement for the LSA Bulletin about what distinguishes each program in name, meaning, 
function, philosophy, pedagogy, and target audience. The departments also want to include similar text in a cross-
marketing brochure highlighting all three.  
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CONCENTRATION MODIFICATION 

The committee approved the attached changes to RC’s Social Theory and Practice concentration effective Winter 
2011. As stated in the attached memo, the MEMS concentration will be discontinued effective Fall 2010. 

ACADEMIC MINOR MODIFICATION 

The committee approved the attached modifications for the Biochemistry academic minor (Sp11). 

NEW SEQUENTIAL UNDERGRADUATE/GRADUATE STUDIES PROGRAM (SUGS) IN TEACHING  

Effective Fall 2011, the committee approved the School of Education’s new Sequential Undergraduate/ 
Graduate Studies Program (SUGS) Program in Teaching (attached). The proposal was developed in concert with 
UM’s Instructional Development and Educational Assessment (IDEA) Institute directed by Brian Coppola and the 
University Network for Integrated Teacher Education (UNITE). The SUGS would provide a five-year pathway to 
a Masters in Education targeting advanced science and math students who want to pursue careers other than those 
related to research and industry. Students would enter the pipeline through IDEA’s FUTURE program, which 
offers undergraduates unique opportunities to collaborate with secondary school teachers. As further motivation, 
applicants to the SUGS program would be eligible for a Noyce Fellowship, providing $10K/year tuition and costs 
for two years in exchange for four years of post-graduation service as a teacher.   

The Masters in Educational Studies with Secondary Teaching Certification (MAC) is an intensive 12-month 
program that prepares students for secondary education. The School of Education has designed teaching majors 
and minors in many areas of study to meet the State of Michigan requirements for provisional certification. Their 
graduates include 10-15 science and math students each year. In the entire state, only about 50 students are 
certified to teach physics each year. The hope is that this new SUGS program would add an additional 3-4 math 
and science teachers.  

ARCHITECTURE/URBAN PLANNING 357 

The committee approved ARCH/UP 357, Architecture, Sustainability and the City: Ideas, Forces and People that 
Have Shaped the Built Environment, for LSA credit effective W11. The request for ID distribution was deferred 
pending a revised proposal that includes a clearer balance between HU and SS content. 

COURSE APPROVAL REQUESTS 

1. The committee approved a total of 29 courses: 4 new proposals and 25 modifications (see attached Course 
Approval Appendix).  

2. The following courses were approved for distribution or college requirement: ENGLISH 258/RELIGION 
258 (HU/F11); HISTART 352 (HU/F11); PSYCH 291/WOMENSTD 291 (SS/W11); and PSYCH 431 
(BS/F11).  

3. Approval of STATS 280 was deferred pending a response from Statistics about their willingness to change 
the distribution for STATS 250 from NS to MSA. All other introductory statistics courses (ECON 404 or 
405; ENVIRON 438; IOE 265; SOC 210; STATS 265, 400, and 412) earn MSA, as would STATS 280. For 
historical reasons, STATS 250 is the only course in this group approved for NS. 

The meeting was adjourned at 5:00 pm. 

NEXT MEETINGS:  SUBCOMMITTEES, JANUARY 11, 2011 
  COURSE APPROVALS, JANUARY 18, 2011 
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MEMORANDUM 

 
 

TO: Members of the LSA Executive Committee 

FROM: Pam Rinker 

DATE: January 27, 2011 

SUBJECT: Summary of LSA Curriculum Committee Minutes 
for January 18, 2011 
 

1. Minutes of 12/7/10 were approved. 

2. R&E Subcommittee Report was accepted. 

3. Ad Hoc Subcommittee Report on the Graduate Certificate Program in 
European and European Union Studies was accepted. 

4. Academic Minor in Islamic Studies was deferred. 

5. Department’s plan to discontinue Spanish retroactive credits effective 
F11 was acknowledged. 

6. Modifications for six concentrations were approved; CICS Honors 
Concentration was deferred. 

7. Modifications for four academic minors were approved. 

8. Course approval requests were acted upon. 
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LSA CURRICULUM COMMITTEE 
Minutes of January 18, 2011 

Present: Phil Deloria (Chair), Pallavi Abraham, Caroline Canning, Ellie Dertz, Tim Dodd, Phil Gorman, 
Stephen Garcia, Lori Gould, Laura Hlebasko, Mika Lavaque-Manty, Neil Marsh, Tim McKay, Kristen 
Moore, Jennifer Myers, Esrold Nurse, Sushama Pavgi, JoAnn Peraino, Pam Rinker, Catherine Sanok, Donna 
Wessel Walker, Evans Young, and Rebecca Zurier 

The meeting came to order at 3:10 pm. 

MINUTES 

Minutes of 12/7/10 were approved. 

R&E REPORT 

The committee approved the following recommendations of the R&E Subcommittee: 

APPROVE (2) 
New / Topic-Specific 

1. FRENCH 361. French American Studies: Reading Race in 19th Century Louisiana. Jarrod Hayes. F10. 

2. CLCIV 121. Africa, Race, and Ethnicity in the Ancient Mediterranean. Paolo Asso. W11. 

GRADUATE CERTIFICATE PROGRAM IN EUROPEAN AND EUROPEAN UNION STUDIES  

The committee accepted the ad hoc subcommittee report recommending approval of the proposed Graduate 
Certificate Program in European and European Union Studies (see attachments). A memo to this effect will  
be sent to the LSA Executive Committee. If they approve, the proposal will be forwarded to Rackham. 

NEW ACADEMIC MINOR IN ISLAMIC STUDIES 

The committee thought the attached proposal for a new Academic Minor in Islamic Studies was excellent. 
They questioned, however, what concentrations and academic minors should be excluded as per college 
policy in chapter 3 of the Bulletin: “Students may not elect a concentration and an academic minor, or two 
academic minors, in the same department or program, unless a specific exemption to this policy is noted in 
the academic minor description in this Bulletin.”At the request of the Course Approval Subcommittee, the 
proposal stated that all NES concentrators were excluded. Several members thought NES concentrators 
should not be excluded as a batch for the reasons outlined below. The committee asked the Islamic Studies 
Program to consider this question and submit a revised exclusion statement for next week’s meeting. 

1. The minor is being offered by the Islamic Studies Program, not by NES.  
2. While the minor includes a significant number of AAPTIS courses, it also comprises courses from a 

wide range of other departments.  
3. They could imagine several or all NES concentrators for which the minor could be a valuable plus, 

especially HJCS, Near Eastern Civilizations, Ancient Civilizations and Biblical Studies, and general 
Near Eastern Studies.  

4. With the help of an advisor, even AAPTIS concentrators could craft a plan that mostly includes 
courses from other departments. 

5. NES currently offers two minors: Early Christian Studies and Near Eastern Languages and Cultures. 
In parallel with the concentration exclusions, students declaring one of the NES minors also could 
benefit by earning a second minor in Islamic Studies.  
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SPANISH RETROACTIVE CREDITS 

The committee acknowledged the department’s plan to discontinue Spanish retroactive credits effective F11. 
The rational for this decision is explained in the attached memo.  

CONCENTRATION MODIFICATIONS 

The committee approved the attached modifications for six concentrations effective F11 except for Philosophy. 
See attached proposals for details. 

1. CAAS 
2. History of Art (Cognates) 
3. Philosophy (SP11)  
4. Sociology. The committee took special note of the department’s new policy: “Students must earn a 

C- or better in all courses included in the concentration.” Because of the potential impact on students 
who want to declare a concentration in Sociology, the committee requested that this sentence be on a 
separate line in the LSA Bulletin listing concentration requirements, rather than including it as a third 
sentence of a paragraph. 

5. Spanish Teaching Certificate 
6. Statistics 
 

They deferred the CICS Honors Concentration proposal pending clarification with regard to funding and 
resource issues. 

ACADEMIC MINOR MODIFICATIONS 

The committee approved the attached modifications for four academic minors effective F11 except for the two 
minors in Philosophy that are effective SP11. See attached proposals for details. 

1. Biophysics 
2. CAAS Minor 
3. Geological Sciences (4) 
4. Philosophy (2 effective SP11)  

COURSE APPROVAL REQUESTS 

1. The committee approved a total of 49 courses: 15 new proposals, 28 modifications, and 6 deletions 
(see Course Approval Appendix).  

2. They deferred 2 new course proposals until next week’s meeting: HISTART 286 and UC 256. 

3. They approved 14 courses for distribution and/or college requirement (effective F11 unless 
otherwise noted): 

a. BS: ASTRO 305; GEOSCI 441 (SP11); and SOC 312 
b. HU: CLCIV 302/HISTORY 302; HISTART 286; and HISTORY 243/MENAS 243 
c. MSA/BS/QR1: STATS 280 
d. NS: GEOSCI 351 
e. NS/BS-eligible: GEOSCI 202 (SP11) and PHYSICS 120 (SU11) 
f. QR1: PHIL 303 (F10) 
g. SS: HISTORY 349; HISTORY 305/CAAS 305; and POLSCI 312 (W11) 

The meeting was adjourned at 5:00 pm. 

NEXT MEETING: DISCUSSION 
                                   January 25, 2011 
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RACE & ETHNICITY SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT  
LSA CURRICULUM COMMITTEE 

January 18, 2011 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
The R&E Subcommittee recommends the following actions regarding R&E proposals: 
 
APPROVE (2) 
 
 
New / Topic-Specific 
 
1. FRENCH 361. French American Studies: Reading Race in 19th Century Louisiana. Jarrod Hayes.  F10 

This course explores the meaning of race, ethnicity, and racism by considering a body of texts that situate the 
vast majority of Michigan students (regardless of race or ethnicity) as outsiders. Indeed, the term Américain in 
these texts frequently carries more negative connotations than any other racial or ethnic labels they deploy, 
which would all fit into the category of Creoles—people of various races born in the New World but who 
speak (or whose ancestors spoke) a Romance language. This course uses such Creole racial categories as a 
point of comparison with Anglo-American ones to highlight, for example, the uniqueness of the Anglo-
American obsession that is often called the “one-drop rule,” i.e. the insistence that “one drop” of African 
“blood” makes a person black. In contrast, the French system of slavery (like those of other Romance imperial 
powers) tended more towards a three-tier system in which a “middle” class or caste of free people of color 
became not just an in-between in relation to two racial categories, but a racial category in its own right. By 
drawing attention to differences such as these, this course will highlight the fact that race, ethnicity, and 
racism are not in any given single geo-cultural context. Indeed, this course is based on the premise that race is 
a product of racism and that understanding the construction of race requires doing a colonial history of racism 
and its most insidious institution: slavery.  

 
2. CLCIV 121. Africa, Race, and Ethnicity in the Ancient Mediterranean. Paolo Asso. W11 

‘Something new from Africa’, sang Miriam Makeba, echoing the ancient proverb that captures the 
mesmerizing allure of the African as the exotic. Neither Asia nor Europe, but somehow clustered between the 
two, Africa questions the literary and artistic prestige that characterizes the other two continents known to the 
ancients. For when we speak of African art and literature, we think of humble crafts rather than painting, and 
of ‘oral’ culture in a derogatory sense, whereby the storytelling, accompanied by song and dance, inevitably 
ranks lower in our mind than Shakespeare and Molière. How has this happened? How come that ‘African 
culture’ has summarily come to denote the dizzying multiplicity of languages and cultures that populate this 
most interesting of continents? Egypt, too, that über-African entity, as it were, is seen by the ancients as other 
than Africa, because since very early on Africa has been considered other than Europe and Asia, and Egypt, 
with its elaborate writing systems, its monumental remains, and its august antiquity is actually felt, even by 
the ancient themselves, as more akin to Europe and Asia than to Africa. In studying African identity, we will 
ask what it means to be African for the ancients, what kind of ethnicities were distinguishable to the traveler 
across the vast expanses of north Africa.  
 
The goal of this course is to gain familiarity with ancient (and modern) constructions of identity, race, and 
ethnicity, especially of how gender, class, national origin, and geographic space, become ideas around which 
social, political, economic, as well as positive and negative pre-conceived notions of identity and otherness, 
continue to cluster.  
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Report of the Graduate Certificate Ad Hoc Subcommittee 
 

European and European Union Studies Graduate Certificate 
 

January 14, 2011 
 

Members: Laura Hlebasko, Mika LaVaque-Manty, John Mitani, Catherine Sanok, Evans Young 
 
The subcommittee met over email in December 2010 and January 2011 to discuss the proposal for a graduate 
certificate in European and European Union Studies, submitted by the Center for European Studies – European 
Union Center (CES-EUC). 
 
While we all thought the certificate was a good idea in principle, we had some initial concerns, partly because the 
rationale for it was not spelled out clearly in the proposal. We could imagine why it would make sense and be 
easy to complete for some students — those in social sciences, for example — but the certificate’s usefulness or 
the feasibility of its completion seemed to us less obvious for a student in the humanities. We wanted to see what 
kinds of paths different students might take in order to get the certificate and whether there were enough courses 
to make this possible. We communicated these concerns to the director of CES-EUC, who submitted more 
material (included below in Appendix I). 
 
Recommendation 
We are now satisfied with the proposal and unanimously recommend that the graduate certificate in European and 
European Union Studies be approved. We still have small concerns, which we discuss briefly below in Resources 
– Course Availability. 
 
Academic Rationale and Structure 
The purpose of the certificate is to allow students to draw from the university’s interdisciplinary resources in 
order to gain particular expertise in aspects of European integration and be able to signal that expertise with a 
credential. Both are important; the former for the obvious intellectual reason that European integration is 
extremely important, the latter because such expertise would likely increase the competitiveness of our graduate 
students. This is particularly true for students who end up wanting to compete for jobs, fellowships or other 
resources in Europe, but also stateside and elsewhere.  
 
The certificate program is structured around a small core on the politics and society of the EU, with a broad set of 
possible courses to fulfill the rest of the requirements. As the supplementary appendix we received from CES-
EUC shows, the program is envisioned to follow one of two paths: a “politics, economy and society” path, more 
or less aimed at social scientists, and “European societies and cultures” path, more or less for humanists. The 
“more or less” indicates that some students, e.g., historians, some sociologists or political scientists, might choose 
either. This makes sense to us: the paths allow for interdisciplinarity without taking a student too far afield from 
his or her primary disciplinary base.  
 
Resources – Faculty 
In its proposal, CES-EUC points out the wide — and constantly increasing — set of faculty working on Europe, 
European integration and EU at the University of Michigan. We agree that in terms of faculty, the university 
doesn’t suffer a resource constraint. 
 
Resources – Course Availability 
We note, with some small concern, that the list of possible courses (in the appendix) is actually smaller than it 
appears. At least in Political Science and English (on which committee members have inside knowledge), 400-
level courses cannot count for graduate credit. That suggests that departments’ graduate curricula do not directly 
reflect the large number of faculty with interests in Europe and EU. We note this not as a reason to oppose the 
proposed certificate, but with hopes that more such courses be developed. 
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APPENDIX I: Further information submitted by CES-EUC 
 
GRADUATE STUDY PLANS 
 
We propose to structure our Graduate Certificate along similar lines as our Minor in European Studies, 
which offers two distinct tracks, one more geared towards the social sciences and the other more 
germane to the humanities. We call the first, more social scientific, track “Politics, Economy, and 
Society of Europe and the EU.” Here we envisage a strong focus on the European Union and its policies. 
In this vein, students can build an interdisciplinary curriculum by drawing on courses offered in Political 
Science, Economics, the Law School, the Business School, etc. We call the second, more humanistic, 
track “European Societies and Cultures.” Here students can apply their knowledge of European politics, 
gained in the core course, to the study of the historical, literary, and artistic traditions of Europe, taking 
courses in History, Anthropology, Comparative Literature, Art History, etc. 
 
To illustrate how students might approach the certificate in European and EU studies we propose the 
following study plans as examples. The courses below are drawn from those actually taught by our 
affiliated faculty in the last two years (see attached list). 
 

A. Politics, Economy, and Society of Europe and the EU 
1. Ph.D. student in Economics. The focus of the minor is on trade and competition policies in 

Europe. 
a) CORE COURSE 
b) STRATEGY 520.001 Changing Environment for International Business in Europe 

(Farnsworth, Bradley D) 
c) ECON 541.001 International Trade Policy (Deardorff, Alan V) 
d) LAW 671.001 European Union Competition Law (Geradin, Damien) 
e) INDEPENDENT STUDY with Jim Adams 

 
2. Ph.D. student in Political Science. The focus of the minor is on federal institutions and 

comparative politics. 
a) CORE COURSE 
b) LAW 664.001 European Legal Order 
c) LAW 764.001 Constitutionalism and Fundamental Rights from a Comparative 

Perspective 
d) POLSCI 632.001 Politics of Federalism 
e) INDEPENDENT STUDY with George Tsebelis or Ken Kollman 

 
B. European Societies and Cultures 

1. Ph.D. student in History. The focus of the minor is on the politics of diversity in historical 
perspective. 
a) CORE COURSE 
b) HISTORY 698.001 Topics in History: Race, Culture, & Politics in Modern European 

History* (Chin, Rita C-K) 
c) GERMAN 464.001 Postwar German Ethnicities in Literature & Culture (Konuk, Kader) 
d) ANTHRCUL 558.001 Current Issues in Sociocultural Anthropology: Global 

Subjectivities: Negotiating Borders, Sovereignties, & Selves (Partridge, Damani James) 
e) INDEPENDENT STUDY with Geoff Eley 
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2. Ph.D. student in Comparative Literature. Focus of the minor is in minority literary cultures in 
Europe. 
a) CORE COURSE 
b) COMPLIT 490.001 Comparative Cultural Studies: Cultural Identities in Contemporary 

Europe* (Clej, Alina M) 
c) ENGLISH 482.001 Special Topics In Language and Literature: Islam and the 

West(Konuk, Kader) 
d) SPANISH 640.001 Minority Literature and Cultures of the Iberian Peninsula: Catalan 

(Brown, Catherine); or  
JUDAIC 617.001 Graduate Topics in Judaic Studies: Literature of the Holocaust (Norich, 
Anita) 

e) INDEPENDENT STUDY with Scott Spector 
 

 
Center for European Studies-European Union Center (CES-EUC) 

2010-11 Graduate Courses 
Last revised 12/06/10 

 
The following list includes courses on topics related to Modern Europe and the European Union. Students electing the Graduate 
Certificate in European and European Union Studies should consult the CES-EUC director for approval of any course to be used 
toward the graduate. Independent study and directed reading courses may also be used toward a graduate certificate when 
appropriate. Please consult the LSA Course Guide (http://www.lsa.umich.edu/cg/) and relevant department for details. Courses in 
modern language departments are listed only when their topics are relevant to an understanding of the culture, history, and 
politics of Europe or the EU. Students are invited to consult the LSA Course Guide for a complete list of language courses.  
 
Graduate courses of interest to students who wish to learn more about the European Union are marked with an asterisk (*). 
 

Winter 2011 
 
Business Administration 
BA 415.001 Advanced Business French* (Criso, Rachel A) 3 credits 
BA 415.451 Advanced Business French* (Criso, Rachel A) 3 credits 
BA 499.001 Doing Business in German* (VanValkenburg, Janet K) 3 credits 
BA 499.451 Doing Business in German* (VanValkenburg, Janet K) 3 credits 
BA 685.001 International Business Immersion (Clyde, Paul S) 3 credits 
BE 889.001 Topics in International Business and Business Economics (Svejnar, Jan) 1.5 credits 
 
Cultural Anthropology 
ANTHRCUL 539.001 Consumption (Fehervary, Krisztina E) 3 credits 
ANTHRCUL 658.002 Special Topics in Sociocultural Anthropology: Democracy: Ethnography and Social 
Theory (Paley, Julia Felice) 
 
Dutch 
DUTCH 492.001 Colloquium on Modern Dutch Culture and Literature: Anne Frank in Past and Present (Broos, 
Ton J) 3 credits 
 
Economics 
ECON 642.001 International Finance* (Zhang, Jing) 3 credits 
ECON 664.001 Topics in World Economic History, II: Modern Economic History (Rhode, Paul W) 3 credits 
 
Education 
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EDUC 870.001 International and Comparative Higher and Postsecondary Education (Lawrence, Janet H) 3 
credits 
 
English Language and Literature 
ENGLISH 642.001 Topics in the Renaissance: The Novel Before the Novel: The Social Functions of Story 
Telling and Prose Narrative in Early Modern Europe (Mullaney, Steven G) 3 credits 
French 
FRENCH 414.001 Advanced Business French* (Criso, Rachael A) 3 credits 
FRENCH 630.001 French Society and Culture (Clej, Alina M) 3 credits 
 
German 
GERMAN 490.001 Topics in German Culture: Avantgarde Politics: Joseph Beuys* (Amrine, Frederick R) 1 
credit 
GERMAN 490.002 Topics in German Culture: Topics in REES: Twentieth-Century Romania: Screening the 
West in the East (Uritescu-Lombard, Ramona) 1 credit  
GERMAN 732.001 Textual and Visual Interpretations: Marginal Me: Self as Outsider in German Culture 
(Spector, Scott) 3 credits 
GERMAN 822.001 Seminar in German Studies (Agnew, Vanessa Helen)  3 credits 
GERMAN 825.001 German Studies Colloquium* (Konuk, Kader) 3 credits 
 
Hebrew & Jewish Cultural Studies 
HJCS 491.001 Milkmen, Rabbis, Demons, Prostitutes: Translation and Adaptation in Jewish Culture (Feldman, 
Sara M) 3 credits 
 
History 
HISTORY 489.001 The History of the Roman Catholic Church, 1775-2005(Porter-Szucs, Brian A) 3 credits 
HISTORY 625.001 Studies in Balkan History (Fine Jr, John V) 3 credits 
HISTORY 711.001 Seminar on Ottoman History (Linder, Rudi P) 3 credits 
HISTORY 719.001 Seminar in Modern European History* (Israel, Kali A K) 3 credits 
 
History of Art 
HISTART 489.001 Special Topics in Art and Culture: Alchemists of Revolution (Lay, Howard G) 3 credits 
HISTART 771.001 Problems in Art of the Nineteenth Century: Costume, Fabric, Fashion: Picturing Femininity 
(Siegfried, Susan L) 2-3 credits 
 
Judaic Studies 
JUDAIC 517.002 Seminar: Topics in Judaic Studies: The Radical Teachings of Nahman of Breslov (Ginsberg, 
Elliot K) 1 credit 
JUDAIC 652.001 Jewish Political Through and Experiences: Eastern Europe, America, and Israel (Gitelman, Zvi 
Y) 3 credits 
 
Law 
LAW 440.001 International Law Workshop (Hakimi, Monica; Ratner, Steven Richard) 2 credits 
LAW 451.001 Law Seminar on Global Constitutionalism* (Halberstam, Daniel H) 2 credits 
LAW 502.001 International Corporate Governance (Kim, Hwa Jin) 2 credits 
LAW 605.001 Advanced Transnational Law (Ratner, Steven Richard) 3 credits 
LAW 606.001 Transnational Law* (Mortenson, Julian Davis) 3 credits 
LAW 606.003 Transnational Law* (Reimann, Mathias W) 3 credits 
LAW 664.001 European Legal Order* (Halberstam, Daniel H) 3 credits 
LAW 691.001 International Tax* (Hines Jr, James R) 3 credits 
LAW 695.001 International Trade Law* (Lang, Andrew T F) 3 credits 
LAW 763.001 Foreign Affairs* (Hakimi, Monica) 3 credits 
LAW 764.001 Constitutionalism and Fundamental Rights from a Comparative Perspective* (Baer, Susanne K) 3 
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credits 
 
Philosophy 
POLISH 326.001/526.001 Polish Literature in English: 1890 to Present (Paloff, Benjamin B) 3 credits 
 
Political Science 
POLSCI 409.001 Twentieth Century Political Thought (Rensmann, Lars) 3 credits 
POLSCI 497.001 Undergraduate Seminar in Comparative and Foreign Government: The German and European 
Left (Markovits, Andrei S) 3 credits 
POLSCI 497.002/652.001 Undergraduate Seminar in Comparative and Foreign Government: Jewish Political 
Through and Experiences: Eastern Europe, America, and Israel (Gitelman, Zvi Y) 3 credits 
POLSCI 643.001 Ethnicity and Politics (Gitelman, Zvi Y) 3 credits  
POLSCI 652.001 Jewish Political Through and Experiences: Eastern Europe, America, and Israel (Gitelman, Zvi 
Y) 3 credits 
 
Public Policy 
PUBPOL 763.001 Global Issues: Drugs, Crime, and Terrorism* (Levitsky, Melvyn) 3 credits 
 
Screen Arts and Cultures 
SAC 620.001/ SPANISH 830.001 All About Almodovar: Camp, Melodrama, and Excess (Herrero-Olaizola, 
Alejandro) 3 credits 
 
Slavic Languages and Literatures 
SLAVIC 490.003 Issues in the Cultures of Eastern Europe: Dismantling the Totalitarian State in Poland-region: 
Rock Kills Communism (Westwalewicz, Piotr Antoni) 1 credit 
 
Sociology 
SOC 461.001 Social Movements* (Levitsky, Sandra Rose) 3 credits 
 
Spanish 
SPANISH 485.002 Case Studies in Peninsular Spanish and Latin American Culture: Lorca and Historical 
Memory (Highfill, Juli A) 3 credits 
SPANISH 830.001/SAC 620.001 All About Almodovar: Camp, Melodrama, and Excess (Herrero-Olaizola, 
Alejandro) 3 credits 
 
Strategy 
STRATEGY 503.001 The World Economy* (Zhao, Minyuan) 1.5 credits 
STRATEGY 520.001 Changing Environment for International Business in Europe* (Farnsworth, Bradley D) 3 
credits 

 
Fall 2010 
 
Architecture  
ARCH 503.001 Trajectories of British Modernism (Zimmerman, Claire) 3 credits 
 
Business 
FIN 612.001 International Finance I: Current Markets* (Pasquariello, Paolo) 1.5 credits  
FIN 614.001 International Finance II: Stock and Bond Markets* (Pasquariello, Paolo) 1.5 credits   
STRATEGY 503.001 The World Economy *(Lim, Linda Y C) 1.5 credits   
STRATEGY 503.004 The World Economy *(Posen, Hart E) 1.5 credits  
 
Comparative Literature 

254



Report of the Graduate Certificate Ad Hoc Subcommittee (cont.) 
 

 

COMPLIT 490.001 Comparative Cultural Studies: Europe's Islam: A Cultural History of Islam from Dante to 
Rushdie (Konuk, Kader) 3 credit 
COMPLIT 750.003 Seminar: Topics in Comparative Literature: Theories of Love (Halperin, David M) 3 Credits 
 
Economics 
ECON 490.002 Topics in Microeconomics: European Energy Security* (TBD) 3 Credits 
ECON 541.001 International Trade Policy* (Deardorff, Alan V) 3 credits 
ECON 641.001 International Trade Theory* (Levchenko, Andrei A) 3 credits 
ECON 739.001 Topics in International Economic Policy: International Macro/Financial Problems and Policy* 
(Stern, Robert M) 2 Credits 
ECON 841.001 Research Seminar in International Economics* (Levchenko, Andrei A) 3 credits 
 
English Language & Literature 
ENGLISH 475.001 Studies in World Literatures in English: Europe's Islam: A Cultural History of Islam from 
Dante to Rushdie (Konuk, Kader) 3 Credits 
ENGLISH 630.001 Special Topics: Theories of Love from Plato to Nabokov (Halperin, David M) 3 Credits 
ENGLISH 630.002 Special Topics: Reading Culture, Reading Books: British & American Print Culture from the 
17th thru the 20th Centuries (Kelley, Mary C) 3 Credits 
ENGLISH 841.001 Seminar: An Historical Period: Shakespeare and the Drama of Embodiment (Traub, Valerie 
J) 3 Credits 
 
French 
FRENCH 656.001 Studies in 20th Century French Literature (Ekotto, Frieda) 2 credits 
FRENCH 670.001 African/Caribbean Literature in French: Critical Race Studies in the Context of French 
Colonial History (Hayes, Jarrod L) 2-3 Credits 
 
German 
GERMAN 464.001 Postwar German Ethnicities in Literature & Culture (Konuk, Kader) 3 credits 
GERMAN 540.001 Introduction to German Studies: The Styles of German Narrative (Gailus, Andreas) 3 credits 
GERMAN 821.001 Seminar in German Studies: Writing German Travel (Agnew, Vanessa Helen) 3 credits 
GERMAN 841.001 Seminar: Studies in German Literature: Aesthetics (Amrine, Frederick R) 3 credits 
 
History of Art 
HISTART 489.002 Special Topics in Art and Culture: Women Artists in Early Modern Europe (Simons, Patricia) 
3 credits 
HISTART 555.001 Renaissance Architecture in Italy (Soo, Lydia M) 3 credits 
HISTART 652.001 Theory and Lit Art-Italian: The Miraculous and the Diabolical in Late Medieval and Early 
Modern European Visual Culture (Holmes, Megan L) 2- 3 credits 
 
History 
HISTORY 498.002/594.002 Topics in History: Debating Capitalism (Gaggio, Dario) 3 credits 
HISTORY 628.001 Studies in Jewish History: The Transformation of the Jews: Acculturation, Secularization, 
Integration (Endelman, Todd M) 3 credits  
HISTORY 641.001 Studies in 20th Century European History: Fascism, Aesthetics, Politics, Modernity: What 
Place for the Social? (Eley, Geoff) 3 credits 
HISTORY 698.002 Topics in History: Thinking the World: Theories of Global Development Since the 18th 
Century (Brick, Howard) 3 credits  
HISTORY 698.004 Topics in History: Reading Culture, Reading Books: British & American Print Culture from 
the 17th thru the 20th Century (Kelley, Mary C) 3 credits 
Judaic Studies 
JUDAIC 628.001 Studies in Jewish History: The Transformation of the Jews: Acculturation, Secularization, 
Integration (Endelman, Todd M) 3 credits  
 
Law 
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LAW 616.001 Bloodfeuds (Miller, William I) 3 credits 
LAW 630.001 Public International Law* (Simma, Bruno Eckard) 2 credits 
LAW 671.001 European Union Competition Law* (Geradin, Damien) 3 credits 
LAW 756.001 Comparative Human Rights Law* (McCrudden, John Christopher) 3 credits 
LAW 780.001 Protection of Human Rights in International Law* (Ratner, Steven Richard) 2 credits 
LAW 785.001 International Criminal Law* (Starr, Sonja Birgitta) 4 credits 
LAW 852.001 International Law and Terrorism (Ratner, Steven Richard) 2 credits 
LAW 886.001 Impact of Human Rights on International Law* (Simma, Bruno Eckard) 2 credits 
 
Musicology 
MUSICOL 411.001/511.001 History of Symphony (Geary, Jason Duane) 3 credits 
MUSICOL 413.001/513.001 History of Opera (Stein, Louise K) 2-3 credits 
MUSICOL 422.001/522.001 19th Century Music (Wiley, Roland J) 2-3 credits 
MUSICOL 423.001/523.001 20th Century Music (Fulcher, Jane Fair) 2-3 credits 
MUSICOL 478.001/578.001 Renaissance Music (Mengozzi, Stefano) 3 credits 
 
Political Science 
POLSCI 489.001 Advanced Topics in Contemporary Political Science: European Governance and Democracy* 
(Hosli Wolffenbuttel, Madeleine Olga) 3 credits 
POLSCI 628.001 Comparative Political Parties and Party Systems *(McElwain, Kenneth Mori) 3 credits 
POLSCI 632.001 Politics of Federalism* (Bednar, Jenna) 3 credits 
POLSCI 658.001 Comparative Institutional Analysis* (Tsebelis, George) 3 credits 
POLSCI 672.001 International Peace and Security Affairs* (Stam, Allan C) 3 credits 
POLSCI 701.001 Selected Concepts in Political Theory: Cosmopolitan Political Thought (Rensmann, Lars) 3 
credits 
 
Public Policy 
PUBPOL 541.001 International Trade Policy *(Deardorff, Alan V) 3 credits 
PUBPOL 560.001 Foreign Policy and Management of International Relations (Potter, Philip) 3 credits 
PUBPOL 673.001 International Security Affairs (Axelrod, Robert) 3 credits 
PUBPOL 675.001 Human Rights and International Public Policy* (Waltz, Susan E) 3 credits   
PUBPOL 747.001 International Macro/Financial Problems and Policies* (Stern, Robert M) 2 credits 
PUBPOL 747.002 Issues and Options for Multilateral, Regional, and Bilateral Trade Liberalization (Stern, 
Robert M) 2 credits 
 
Slavic Languages & Literatures 
SLAVIC 490.001 Issues in the Cultures of Eastern Europe: Revolution in the Attic (Westwalewicz, Piotr) 1 
credits 
 
Sociology 
SOC 555.001 Culture & Knowledge (Gocek, Fatma Muge) 3 credits 
SOC 595.001 Topics in Sociology: Marx & Modernity (Paige, Jeffery M) 3 credits 
 
Spanish 
SPANISH 829.001 Literature and Politics in Latin America/Spain: The Spanish Historic Avant-garde: Politics, 
Esthetics, and War (Highfill, Juli) 3 credits 

2009-10 Graduate Courses 
 
Winter 2010 
 
Business Administration 
BA 415.001 Advanced Business French* (TBA) 3 credits 
BA 415.451 Advanced Business French* (TBA) 3 credits 
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BA 499.001 Doing Business in German* (VanValkenburg, Janet K) 3 credits 
BA 499.451 Doing Business in German* (VanValkenburg, Janet K) 3 credits 
BA 685.001 International Business Immersion (Branch, John David, Sanchez-Burks, Jeffrey Gene) 3 
credits 
 
Comparative Literature 
COMPLIT 490.001 Comparative Cultural Studies: Cultural Identities in Contemporary Europe* (Clej, Alina 
M) 3 credits 
COMPLIT 731.002 Seminar in Literary Movements and Periods: Enlightenment and Its Critics (Porter, David 
L) 3 credits 
COMPLIT 731.003 Seminar in Literary Movements and Periods: Theories of the Avant Garde (Tang, 
Xiaoping) 3 credits 
COMPLIT 791.001 Seminar in Literary Theory: Post Colonial Studies/Empire Studies (Konuk, Kader) 3 
credits 
 
Cultural Anthropology 
ANTHRCUL 658.002 Special Topics in Sociocultural Anthropology: Democracy: Ethnography and Social 
Theory (Paley, Julia Felice) 
 
Dutch 
DUTCH 492.001 Colloquium on Modern Dutch Culture and Literature: Anne Frank in Past and Present (Broos, 
Ton J) 3 credits 
 
Economics 
ECON 642.001 International Finance* (Zhang, Jing) 3 credits 
 
English Language and Literature 
ENGLISH 482.001 Special Topics In Language and Literature: Islam and the West(Konuk, Kader) 3 credits 
ENGLISH 497.001 Honors Seminar: Backgrounds to British Romantic Poetry and Critical Theory (Levinson, 
Marjorie) 3 credits 
ENGLISH 627.001 Critical Theories and Cross-Cultural Literature:  Enlightenment and Its Critics (Porter, 
David L) 3 credits 
ENGLISH 646.001 Topics in the Romantic Period: Wordsworth, Coleridge, and Romantic Irony(Levinson, 
Marjorie) 3 credits 
ENGLISH 862.001 Seminar: Authors: John Milton and the English Civil Wars (Trevor, Douglas) 3 credits 
ENGLISH 862.002 Seminar: Authors: Jane Austen (Pinch, Adela N) 3 credits 
 
French 
FRENCH 414.001 Advanced Business French* (Criso, Rachael A) 3 credits 
 
 
German 
GERMAN 490.001 Topics in German Culture: Joseph Beuys* (Amrine, Frederick R) 1 credit 
GERMAN 822.001 Seminar in German Studies: Sovereignty (Gailus, Andreas; Weineck, Silke-Maria) 3 credits 
GERMAN 825.001 German Studies Colloquium* (Agnew, Vanessa Helen) 3 credits 
 
Hebrew & Jewish Cultural Studies 
HJCS 577.001 Seminar: Topics in the Study of Judaism (Ginsburg, Elliot K) 3 credits 
 
History 
HISTORY 594.002 Topics in History: The Ottoman Enterprise (Linder, Rudi P) 3 credits 
HISTORY 628.001 Studies in Jewish History: Jewish Culture and Thought in Interwar Europe and America 
(Endelman, Todd M; Norich Anita) 3 credits 
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HISTORY 651.001 Studies in Modern French History: Race, Anti-Semitism and the French Republic since 1789 
(Cole, Joshua H) 3 credits 
HISTORY 652.001 Studies in East European History: Reading is Modern East European History (Porter-Szucs, 
Brian A) 3 credits 
HISTORY 717.001 Twentieth-Century German and European Thought* (Weineck, Silke-Maria) 3 credits 
HISTORY 719.001 Seminar in Modern European History* (Eley, Geoff) 3 credits 
 
Italian 
ITALIAN 470.001 Advanced Topics in Italian Literature: Il romanzo della resistenza (Binetti, Vincenzo A) 3 
credits 
ITALIAN 475.001 Dante, Petrarca, Boccaccio (Mallette, Karla) 2-3 credits 
 
Law 
LAW 418.001 Seminar: Governance of European Union* (Senden, Linda) 1 credit 
LAW 606.001 Transnational Law* (Hakimi, Monica) 3 credits 
LAW 606.002 Transnational Law* (Reimann, Mathias W) 3 credits 
LAW 606.003 Transnational Law* (Dickinson, Timothy L) 3 credits 
LAW 664.001 European Legal Order* (Senden, Linda) 3 credits 
LAW 691.001 International Tax* (Avi-Yonah, Reuven S) 3 credits 
LAW 695.001 International Trade Law *(Lester, Simon) 3 credits 
LAW 763.001 Foreign Affairs (Hakimi, Monica) 3 credits 
LAW 764.001 Constitutionalism and Fundamental Rights from a Comparative Perspective* (Baer, Susanne) 
 
Musicology 
MUSICOL 405.001 The Music of Debussy (Fulcher, Jane Fair) 3 credits  
MUSICOL 407.001 The Music of Beethoven (Whiting, Steven Moore) 3 credits  
MUSICOL 505.001 The Music of Debussy (Fulcher, Jane Fair) 3 credits  
MUSICOL 647.001 20th Century Music (Fulcher, Jane Fair) 3 credits 
 
Political Science 
POLSCI 489.002 Advanced Topics in Contemporary Political Science: The International Law and Politics of 
Human Rights* (von Stein, Jana) 3 credits 
 
Public Policy 
PUBPOL 763.001 Global Issues: Drugs, Crime, and Terrorism* (Levitsky, Melvyn) 3 credits 
 
 
Slavic Languages and Literatures 
SLAVIC 490.001 Issues in the Cultures of Eastern Europe: Dismantling the Totalitarian State in Poland-region: 
Rock Kills Communism (Westwalewicz, Piotr Antoni) 1 credit 
 
Sociology 
SOC 461.001 Social Movements* (Levitsky, Sandra Rose) 3 credits 
 
Spanish 
SPANISH 485.002 Case Studies in Peninsular Spanish and Latin American Literature: Lorca and Historical 
Memory* (Highfill, Juli A) 3 credits 
SPANISH 640.001 Minority Literature and Cultures of the Iberian Peninsula: Catalan (Brown, Catherine) 3 
credits 
SPANISH 881.001 Theoretical Approaches to Culture: Razon de Estado: fascismo y cultura bajo el franquismo 
*(Moreiras-Menor, Cristina) 3 credits 
 
Strategy 
STRATEGY 503.001 The World Economy* (Zhao, Minyuan) 1.5 credits 
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STRATEGY 520.001 Changing Environment for International Business in Europe* (Farnsworth, Bradley D) 3 
credits 
 
 
Fall 2009 
 
Business 
STRATEGY 503.001 The World Economy (Lim, Linda Y C) 1.5 credits 
STRATEGY 503.003 The World Economy (Posen, Hart E) 1.5 credits 
STRATEGY 503.006 The World Economy (Farnsworth, Bradley D) 1.5 credits 
BE 886.001 International Business/Business Economics Seminar (Terrell, Katherine) 1.5 credits 
FIN 612.001 International Finance I: Current Markets (Pasquariello, Paolo) 1.5 credits 
FIN 614.001 International Finance II: Stock & Bond Markets (Pasquariello, Paolo) 1.5 credits 
 
Comparative Literature 
COMPLIT 770.001 Seminar: Interdisciplinary Approaches to Literature: German Theory after 1945: Critique & 
International Resonance (Steinmetz, George P; Hell, Julia C) 2-3 credits 
 
Cultural Anthropology 
ANTHRCUL 558.001 Current Issues in Sociocultural Anthropology: Global Subjectivities: Negotiating Borders, 
Sovereignties, & Selves (Partridge, Damani James) 3 credits 
 
Economics 
ECON 541.001 International Trade Policy (Deardorff, Alan V) 3 credits 
ECON 641.001 International Trade Theory (Levchenko, Andrei A) 3 credits 
ECON 841.001 Research Seminar in International Economics (Levchenko, Andrei A) 3 credits 
 
English Language & Literature 
ENGLISH 649.001 Topics in Contemporary Literature: Literature of the Holocaust (Norich, Anita) 3 credits 
ENGLISH 831.001 Seminar: The Study of Genre: The Cultural Logic of Revenge on the Elizabethan Stage 
(Mullaney, Steven G) 3 credits 
ENGLISH 861.002 Seminar on Individual Authors: Darwin & Eliot (Hartley, Lucy) 3 credits 
French 
FRENCH 660.001 Topics & Themes in French Literature: Figuring the Artist in 19th-Century France 
(Hannoosh, Michele A; Siegfried, Susan L) 2-3 credits 
FRENCH 855.001 Special Topics Seminar: Dysclosure (Caron, David) 3 credits 
 
German 
GERMAN 499.001 Seminar in German Studies: Utopias & Nightmares: Science & Technology in 20th-Century 
German Culture (TBA) 3 credits 
GERMAN 540.001 Introduction to German Studies: Modernisms/Modernities (TBA) 3 credits 
GERMAN 821.001 Seminar in German Studies: German Theory after 1945: Critique & International Resonance 
(Steinmetz, George P; Hell, Julia C) 3 credits 
GERMAN 841.001 Seminar: Studies in German Literature: Goethe (Amrine, Frederick R) 3 credits 
History of Art 
HISTART 754.001 Studies in 16th-Century Italian Art: Meaning in the Making (Simons, Patricia) 3 credits 
HISTART 771.001 Problems of Art in the 19th Century: Form, Signification, & Interpretation: Art & Culture in 
Paris, 1848-1894 (Lay, Howard G) 2-3 credits 
HISTART 771.002 Problems of Art in the 19th Century: Figuring the Artist in 19th-Century France (Hannoosh, 
Michele A; Siegfried, Susan L) 2-3 credits 
 
History 
HISTORY 481.001/591.001 Topics in European History: European Cultural History, 1870-1914 (TBA) 3 credits 
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HISTORY 481.002 Topics in European History: Spirituality and Madness: Religious Women from the Middle 
Ages to the Enlightenment (Puff, Helmut) 3 credits 
HISTORY 659.001 Studies in British History: British History through Scottish History & Literature (Israel, Kali 
A K) 3 credits 
HISTORY 696.001 Studies in Ottoman History (Lindner, Rudi P) 3 credits 
HISTORY 698.001 Topics in History: Race, Culture, & Politics in Modern European History* (Chin, Rita C-K) 
3 credits 
 
Italian 
ITALIAN 468.001 New Italian Media (Bertellini, Giorgio) 3 credits 
 
Judaic Studies 
JUDAIC 417.004/517.002 Topics in Judaic Studies: European Cultural History: 1870-1914 (TBA) 3 credits 
JUDAIC 617.001 Graduate Topics in Judaic Studies: Literature of the Holocaust (Norich, Anita) 3 credits 
 
Law 
LAW 616.001 Bloodfeuds (Miller, William I) 3 credits 
LAW 630.001 Public International Law (Simma, Bruno Eckard) 2 credits 
LAW 724.001 International Refugee Law (Mathew, Penelope) 3 credits 
LAW 756.001 Comparative Human Rights Law (McCrudden, John Christopher) 3 credits 
LAW 785.001 International Criminal Law (TBA) 4 credits 
LAW 786.001 International Law of War (Hakimi, Monica) 3 credits 
LAW 886.001 Impact of Human Rights on International Law (Simma, Bruno Eckard) 2 credits 
 
Musicology 
MUSICOL 405.001/505.001 Special Course: Western Music (Wiley, Roland J) 3 credits  
MUSICOL 406.001/506.001 Special Course: Classical Music Produced in & around Vienna (Whiting, Steven 
Moore) 3 credits 
MUSICOL 411.001/511.001 History of Symphony (Geary, Jason Duane) 3 credits 
MUSICOL 423.001/523.001 20th Century Music (Fulcher, Jane Fair) 2-3 credits 
MUSICOL 478.001/578.001 Renaissance Music (Mengozzi, Stefano) 3 credits 
 
Polish 
POLISH 325.001/525.001 Polish Literature in English to 1890: Appetite for Destruction (Paloff, Benjamin B) 3 
credits 
 
Political Science 
POLSCI 497.001 Undergraduate Seminar in Comparative & Foreign Government: Comparative Political Parties 
& Party Systems (Hicken, Allen D) 3 credits 
POLSCI 497.002 Undergraduate Seminar in Comparative & Foreign Government: Comparative Party Politics in 
the European Union* (Rensmann, Lars) 3 credits 
POLSCI 604.001 Democratic Theory (Saxonhouse, Arlene W) 3 credits 
POLSCI 632.001 Politics of Federalism (Bednar, Jenna) 3 credits 
POLSCI 658.001 Comparative Institutional Analysis (Tsebelis, George) 3 credits 
POLSCI 660.001 Proseminar in World Politics (Morrow, James D) 3 credits 
POLSCI 682.001 Democratization in Global Perspectives (Inglehart, Ronald F) 3 credits 
 
Public Policy 
PUBPOL 541.001 International Trade Policy (Deardorff, Alan V) 3 credits 
PUBPOL 560.001 Foreign Policy & Management of International Relations (Waltz, Susan E) 3 credits 
PUBPOL 673.001 International Security Affairs (Axelrod, Robert) 3 credits 
PUBPOL 675.001 Human Rights & International Public Policy (Waltz, Susan E) 3 credits   
PUBPOL 747.001 International Macro/Financial Problems & Policies (Stern, Robert M) 2 credits 
PUBPOL 747.002 Issues & Options for Trade Liberalization (Stern, Robert M) 2 credits 
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PUBPOL 766.001 Issues in U.S. National Security (Levitsky, Melvyn) 2 credits 
 
Slavic Languages & Literatures 
SLAVIC 490.001 Issues in the Cultures of Eastern Europe: Eastern Europe between the Soviet Union & the 
European Union* (Westwalewicz, Piotr; Grzymala-Busse, Anna) 1 credit 
SLAVIC 875.001 Seminar on Dissident Russian and East European Cinema (Paloff, Benjamin B; Krutikov, 
Mikhail; Aleksic, Tatjana; Eagle, Herbert J) 3 credits 
 
Sociology 
SOC 555.001 Culture & Knowledge (Gocek, Fatma Muge) 3 credits 
SOC 595.001 Topics in Sociology: Marx & Modernity (Paige, Jeffery M) 3 credits 
SOC 595.004 Topics in Sociology: Human Rights in a Globalizing World (Tsutsui, Kiyoteru) 3 credits 
SOC 595.006 Topics in Sociology: Empires: Theory & Historical Research (Steinmetz, George P) 2-3 credits 
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MEMO: CAAS Concentration 

We have not modified the requirements for the CAAS Concentration. Rather, we have clarified the 
description of the concentration and tweaked some of the language so that it accords better with our 
departmental framework and course offerings. For instance, we now describe the geographical focal points of 
our curriculum as “three major geographic areas of the African Diaspora: Africa, the Americas, or the 
Caribbean.” Our previous description used the terms “Africa, American America, and the Afro-Caribbean.” 
We have also specified additional geographical areas that will satisfy the Cross-Area Course requirement; we 
added “Europe and Asia” to the following description of the Cross-Area Course or Second Area Course 
requirement: “If you choose to take a cross-area course, it must focus on at least two geographic areas of the 
African Diaspora. Those geographic areas include Africa, the Americas, the Caribbean, Europe, and Asia.”  

Furthermore, we have embedded information about the CAAS Honors Program into the description of the 
concentration. Here is that information: “Students writing a CAAS Honors thesis must enroll in CAAS 495-
Honors, an advanced section of the course. Please click here for further information about the CAAS 
Honors Program.” Finally, we have narrowed and refined the list of possible specializations that can serve 
as a guide for students as they select courses for their sub-concentration. This new, shorter list better reflects 
our course offerings and will help students to achieve a sense of coherence in choosing courses.  

What follows is the complete description of the concentration and its requirements as we would like them to 
appear in the bulletin. Thank you, and please let me know if you need any additional information, 

Megan Sweeney 
Director of Undergraduate Studies, CAAS 
 
 
Degree Requirements 
Effective: Fall 2011  

Majoring in CAAS will allow you to gain a broad understanding of the African Diaspora—the varied 
cultures of African-descended people around the globe—while at the same time allowing you to develop 
specialized knowledge about one of three major geographic areas within the African Diaspora: Africa, the 
Americas, or the Caribbean. 

Requirements for the CAAS Major (38 credits total): 

1) Prerequisite (4 credits): 
• CAAS 111: “Introduction to Africa and Its Diaspora”  

o This 4-credit course offers necessary background for taking 200-, 300-, and 400-level 
courses. 

 
2) Two courses at the 200 level (6 credits total):  

• One Area Course  
o This course must focus on one of three major geographic areas of the African Diaspora: 

Africa, the Americas, or the Caribbean. 
o The following courses best satisfy this requirement:  

• CAAS 200, “Introduction to African Studies” 
• CAAS 201, “Introduction to African American Studies” 
• CAAS 202, “Introduction to Caribbean Studies” 

• One Cross-Area Course OR Second Area Course  
o If you choose to take a cross-area course, it must focus on at least two geographic areas of the 

African Diaspora.  Those geographic areas include Africa, the Americas, the Caribbean, Europe, 
and Asia.  CAAS 211, “Dynamics of the Black Diaspora,” satisfies this cross-area requirement. 
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o If you choose to take a second area course, it must focus exclusively on one geographic area 
of the African Diaspora not covered in your first area course. 

 
3) Eight courses at the 300 or 400 level (24 credits total): 

• Six Area Courses (focusing on one geographic area of the African Diaspora)  
o All six of these courses must focus on the same geographic area: Africa, the Americas, or the 

Caribbean.  The area that you choose as your focal point is your sub-concentration area.   
o Among these six courses, you may include some cross-area courses if they include 

substantial coverage of your sub-concentration area. 
• One Cross-Area Course 

o This course must examine diasporic issues across at least two geographic areas of the 
African Diaspora.  Those geographic areas include Africa, the Americas, the Caribbean, 
Europe, and Asia. 

o  
• One Second Area Course 

o This course must focus exclusively on one geographic area of the African Diaspora that is 
not your sub-concentration area. 

 
4) One Senior Seminar: CAAS 495 (4 credits): 

• This writing-intensive course offers a capstone experience for seniors. 
• Students writing a CAAS Honors thesis must enroll in CAAS 495-Honors, an advanced section of 

the course.  Please click here for further information about the CAAS Honors Program. 
 
In selecting courses for your sub-concentration, it is strongly recommended that you: 
 

1) Cluster your 300- and 400-level courses around a particular specialization.   
Many CAAS courses relate to one or more of the following specializations:  
 

• Health and Education 
• Expressive Cultures: Literature, Media, Arts, Religion, Languages 
• Gender and Sexuality  
• Globalization, Transnationalism, and Citizenship 
• Development, Politics, Law, and Environmental Studies 
• Urban Studies and Social Inequality  

 
2) Include courses that represent different disciplines.   

For instance: 
o If you are especially interested in African anthropology, you would benefit from taking a 

course in African sociology or African literature.  
o If you are especially interested in African American film and visual art, you would benefit 

from taking a course in African American psychology, history, or communication studies. 
o If you are especially interested in Caribbean or Latin American Studies, you would benefit 

from taking courses offered by the Department of Romance Languages or the Program in 
Latin American and Caribbean Studies.  (In order to receive credit for courses offered by 
other programs or departments, you must seek permission from your CAAS advisor.) 

 
For more information, please contact: caasadvising@umich.edu 
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Date: November 12, 2010 

Memo to:  LSA Curriculum Committee 

From:  Center for International & Comparative Studies (CICS) 

Re:  Proposal to Commence International Studies Honors Program to be effective Fall 2011 

The Center for International & Comparative Studies (CICS) proposes offering an Honors concentration to its existing 
International Studies curriculum beginning in Fall of 2011.   To do so it needs to create a new course, CICS 499, for 
students writing an honors thesis.   

The new Honors concentration will include the following: 

Selection Criteria 

• Overall GPA of 3.4 
• Declared major in International Studies 
• Grade of B+ or better in CICS 101  

Opportunities Available for Students 

Honors section of CICS 101 (for freshman and sophomore Honors students) 

 Senior Honors Thesis 

Students writing a thesis will enroll in a new course, CICS 499, twice their senior year, for three credits each term. 

The thesis will have a minimum length of 50 pages.  Students are responsible for locating their own thesis 
advisor.  Advisor and topic must be approved by CICS director.  Faculty advisor receives stipend of $500 (to be 
paid by CICS).  This funding is necessary because CICS does not have its own faculty and thus needs to give an 
incentive for faculty to participate.   

An instructor, likely the CICS director, will oversee the Honors concentration.  This will include a class meeting with all 
Honors thesis students as a collective, at least twice per semester of their senior year, and once at the end of their 
junior year, to review requirements, answer questions, and discuss research practices and principles.   

Each student will have an oral defense of his or her thesis in a meeting with their thesis advisor and the CICS 
instructor, plus one outside reader from the faculty.   

Student grades on the thesis will be determined by the CICS instructor in consultation with the thesis advisor.  
Grades will be fail, pass with no Honors, Honors, High Honors, Highest Honors.   

Funding 

Available for field work related to the senior thesis, up to $1,000 per student (to be paid by Honors Program or by 
CICS)  
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PROPOSAL TO MODIFY AN EXISTING CONCENTRATION/PROGRAM  
 

Department/Unit:   ____CICS_____________________________________________________ 
Name of Concentration: ____International Studies HONORS_______________________________________ 
Effective Term:   ____Fall 2011 _________________________________________________ 
Date Submitted:   ____Nov 12, 2010__ 

Complete all applicable fields. Also attach revised text for inclusion in LSA Bulletin. 
                     Current Requirements Modified Requirements (type “same” if no changes) 

Min # credits 36 SAME 

Prereqs None per se SAME 

Required 
courses 
(state 
minimum # 
of credits for 
upper-level 
courses) 

1. Core Courses. CICS 101, 301 and 
401 

2. Foreign Language Requirement. 
Sixth-term proficiency in a language 
other than English Research 
Methods Course. One quantitative 
research methods course (minimum 
of 3 credits) 
One Regional Course (minimum 3 
credits) 

3. Subplans: Students must choose 
one subplan and take at least four 
courses (minimum 12 credits) from 
that subplan 

SAME, with the following adaptation and 
addition: 

CICS 101 – Honors section (Open to both 
LSA Honors students and Honors students in 
international studies) – although students can 
enroll in Honors concentration later and in 
that case can take any CICS 101 section 

CICS 499 – Honors Thesis 

Subplans/tra
cks 

• Political Economy & Development  
• International Security, Norms &  

Cooperation 
• Comparative Culture & Identity  
• Global Environment & Health 

SAME 

Electives Three electives (minimum of 9 credits). SAME 

Cognates   

Advising CICS Advisor CICS Director/ LSA Thesis Advisor 

Exclusions  N/A 

Dept. 
Honors 
(optional) 

 YES 

Other  Overall GPA of 3.4 
Declared major in International Studies 
Grade of B+ or better in CICS 101  
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PROPOSAL TO MODIFY AN EXISTING CONCENTRATION/PROGRAM  
 

Department/Unit:   ____History of Art__________________________ 
Name of Concentration: ____History of Art __________________________ 
Effective Term:   ____Fall 2011______________________________ 
Date Submitted:   ____December 20, 2010______________________ 

 

 The only changes are to the electives/cognates. All else remains the same. 

Electives/ 
Cognates 

Each History of Art concentrator must take two cognate courses, (for a minimum of six 
credits), outside of the Department of History of Art.  

One of these must be a 3-credit course in studio practice taken at the University of 
Michigan School of Art + Design. Students are advised to select this course either from 
the sequence of 100-level classes designated as “Non-Major Studio Courses” or to 
apply for permission to elect one of the 100-, 200-, or 300-level studio courses 
designed for A+D majors. 

All University undergraduates may register freely for “Non-Major Studio Courses”. 

 To enroll in one of the 100 or 200 level studio “Core Courses” required of A+D 
concentrators, History of Art concentrators should request an administrative override 
from the Assistant Dean for Undergraduate Programs in the School of Art & Design in 
advance of their registration appointments. 

To enroll in one of the 300 level “Elective Studio Courses” History of Art concentrators 
should apply to the instructor for permission in advance of their registration 
appointments. 

 The second cognate must be a class at 300-level or above that addresses a subject 
related to the student's studies in History of Art but from the perspective of another 
discipline. Choices frequently come from Anthropology, History, Religion, Screen Arts 
and Cultures, Philosophy, literatures of various cultures, Architecture & Urban Planning 
or the Residential College, but many other meaningful options are possible upon 
consultation with a concentration adviser. All cognates must be approved by a HA 
advisor. 

** Students are advised to bear in mind the College requirement that “Candidates for 
the AB, BS, or BGS degree must complete a minimum of 100 credits of LS&A courses, 
thus allowing 20 credits of non LS&A coursework in the 120 required for the degree.” ** 

Students may petition a concentration adviser to consider granting exceptions that 
would permit other courses to count for the two cognate requirements. 

Students with Double Concentrations must follow the information in the following excerpt 
from the LS&A Bulletin: A student electing a double concentration must meet all 
requirements for both concentrations. Courses, including cognates, elected as part of one 
concentration plan may be used, when appropriate, to satisfy the requirements of the 
second concentration. However, one of the two concentration plans must be independent 
of the area distribution plan. Each concentration plan must be developed in consultation 
with and approved by a concentration advisor. [http://www.lsa.umich.edu/saa/publications/ 
bulletin/chapter3/concentration.html#doubcon] 

Note: Courses that fulfill LS&A distribution requirements cannot simultaneously be 
offered in satisfaction of Concentration requirements, either History of Art courses or 
cognates. However, History of Art courses may fulfill ULWR (Writing) and R&E (Race & 
Ethnicity) requirements. Before registering, students must first check the LS&A web site 
for the courses designated to fulfill ULWR and R&E requirements, as these courses 
change each semester. 
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PROPOSAL TO MODIFY AN EXISTING CONCENTRATION/PROGRAM  
 

Department/Unit:   _Philosophy__________________________________ 
Name of Concentration: _Philosophy__________________________________ 
Effective Term:   _Spring 2011___________________________________ 
Date Submitted:   _12/15/10____________________________________ 

 
Complete all applicable fields. Also attach revised text for inclusion in LSA Bulletin. 

                     Current Requirements   Modified Requirements  

Min # credits 25, of which 16 must be in residence, including 
requirement 5a. 

Same 

Prereqs Any 100- or 200- level course other than PHIL 
180, 201, 296 (logic courses).  None of these 
courses counts toward the concentration 
requirements. 

Same 

Required 
courses 
(state 
minimum # of 
credits for 
upper-level 
courses) 

1. Formal Methods: PHIL 303, 305, 296, 413 or 
414. 

2. History of Philosophy: PHIL 388 or PHIL 389 
and one additional course from among: PHIL 388, 
389, 405, 406, 458, 461, 462, 463, and 492. 
 

3. Value: Either PHIL 361 (Ethics), 366 (Political 
Philosophy) or 367 (19th c. Social and Political 
Philosophy). 

4. Mind and Reality: Either PHIL 345 (Language 
and Mind) or 383 (Knowledge and Reality), or 381 
(Science and Objectivity). 

5. Three additional courses: 

a. Two additional 400-level courses (other than 
PHIL 419, 455, 498, or 499). 

b. One additional course at the 300-level or 
higher. 

1. Same 

2. History of Philosophy: 
PHIL 388 or PHIL 389 and 
one additional course from 
among: PHIL 388, 389, 405, 
406, 458, 461, 462, 463, 464, 
and 492. 

3. Same 

 
4. Same 

 
5. Same 

Everything 
else 

 Same 

 

270



 

December 23, 2010 

 

To: LSA Curriculum Committee 

From: Department of Sociology 

 

Re: Rationale for Modification of the Undergraduate Sociology Concentration 

 

The Department of Sociology is requesting approval of the changes specified in the attached table to 

assure that our students get a broad and rigorous sociological education and to bring our concentration 

requirements more in line with those of other LSA social science concentrations in terms of 

prerequisites and total number of credits. We’re proposing an increase in the total number of credits 

required, which will provide students with a more deeply sociological course of study while preserving 

the flexibility to include experiential courses like Project Community and Intergroup Dialogue facilitation 

into the concentration curriculum, should a student desire to do that.   

  

Additionally, we are requesting approval to exclude SOC 300 from the concentration plan. It is an 

introductory course designed for upper-level undergraduate students and, while it can fulfill the 

concentration prerequisite, we do not want students to repeat an introduction to the discipline as part 

of their concentration. (Note that a request for modification to credit exclusions on SOC 100, 102, 105, 

and 195 have been submitted for this CARF deadline.) 

 

The revised Bulletin text is below. 

 

Thank you for considering our request to modify our concentration plan.  

 

 

 

 

Alford A. Young, Jr. 

Department Chair 

 

Revised Bulletin Text 

A concentration in sociology allows for flexibility in course selection, enabling students to create a 

personalized curriculum that matches their intellectual and career interests. The concentration 

requirements offer students a foundation in fundamental sociological principles, practices, theories, and 

methodology. Flexible concentration electives allow students to study the discipline broadly or to focus 

on a specific area of the discipline that inspires them. 
 

Prerequisite to Concentration. Students planning to concentrate in sociology must elect an introductory 

course before declaring the concentration: SOC 100, 102, 105, 195, or 300. SOC 105 and 195 are 
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restricted to first-year students only. Juniors and seniors electing an introductory course are strongly 

encouraged to elect SOC 300, although there is limited space available for upper level students in SOC 

100 and 102 in semesters in which SOC 300 is not offered. None of the prerequisite courses can be 

included in the 33 credits required for the concentration plan. 

 

Concentration Program. After electing one of the introductory prerequisite courses, concentrators are 

required to complete at least 33 credits of SOC coursework, including one course in each: 

 

1. Statistics: SOC 210 or STATS 250 (or their equivalent) 

2. Research Methods: SOC 310 or 312  

3. Sociological Theory: SOC 305 

 

The remaining credits must come from SOC courses at the 200 level and above.  Students who wish to 

focus their elective coursework on a particular area of sociology are encouraged to consult with the 

concentration advisor.  Students must earn a C- or better in every course they wish to include in the 

concentration plan. Courses elected as pass/fail may not be included in the concentration plan. 

 

The department will allow up to two courses with significant sociological content from other LSA 

departments or transfer institutions to be included in the concentration plan. Students interested in 

petitioning to include a non-SOC course in their concentration plan should email their request to 

socadvisor@umich.edu and include a complete course syllabus. 

 

The department expects that at least 18 of the 33 credits required for a sociology concentration be 

completed with Department of Sociology faculty on the UM–Ann Arbor campus. The research methods 

and sociological theory courses must be taken in residence on the UM–Ann Arbor campus. 

 

Course Planning. The research methods and statistics courses facilitate the understanding of 

sociological themes and concepts explored in upper-division courses. Students are strongly encouraged 

to complete the statistics course in the sophomore year, the research methods course before the end of 

the junior year, and complete all three of the required courses before the final semester of the senior 

year. Students intending to write an honors thesis in sociology must take statistics before the first 

semester of the junior year and the methods course no later than the second semester of the junior 

year. 

 

Credit Limits and Exclusions. A combined total of eight (INDE) or (EXPERIENTIAL) credits may be 

included in the concentration plan. This includes SOC 321, 324, 389, 394, 395, and 396. There is an 

additional limit on SOC 389 credits; only four credits of SOC 389 may be included in the concentration 

plan.  
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PROPOSAL TO MODIFY THE SOCIOLOGY CONCENTRATION  

Department/Unit:   Sociology 

Name of Concentration:  Sociology 

Effective Term:    Fall 2011   

Date Submitted:   December 23, 2010 

                     Current Requirements Modified Requirements 

Min # credits 30 credits at the 200 level or above 33 credits at the 200 level or above 

Prereqs Students planning to concentrate in sociology 
must elect an introductory course before 
declaring the concentration. First- and second-
year students choose from SOC 100, 102, 195, 
202, or 300. If no previous introductory course 
has been elected, juniors may choose, and 
seniors must choose SOC 202 or 300. 

Students planning to concentrate in sociology must 
elect an introductory course before declaring the 
concentration: SOC 100, 102, 105, 195, or 300. (Note 
that a deletion request for 202 has been submitted for 
this CARF deadline.) SOC 105 and 195 are restricted to 
first-year students only. Juniors and seniors electing 
an introductory course are strongly encouraged to 
elect SOC 300, although there is limited space 
available for upper-level students in SOC 100 and 102 
in semesters in which SOC 300 is not offered. The 
prerequisite course cannot be included in the 33 
credits required for the concentration plan. 

Required 
courses 
(state 
minimum # of 
credits for 
upper-level 
courses) 

After electing one of the introductory 
prerequisites, concentrators are required to 
complete at least 30 credits of SOC courses, 
including: 

1. Statistics: SOC 210 or STATS 250 (or 
350) (or their equivalent) completed 
with a grade of C- or better.  

2. Research Methods: SOC 310 or 312 
completed with a grade of C- or better.  

3. Sociological Theory: SOC 305 completed 
with a grade of C- or better. 

After electing one of the introductory prerequisites, 
concentrators are required to complete at least 33 
credits of SOC coursework at the 200 level or above, 
including: 

1. Statistics: SOC 210 or STATS 250 (or 350), or 
their equivalent.  

2. Research Methods: SOC 310 or 312. Must be 
taken on the U-M--Ann Arbor campus. 

3. Sociological Theory: SOC 305. Must be taken 
on the U-M--Ann Arbor campus. 

 
 

Subplans/trac
ks 

N/A--Same N/A--Same 

Electives Same Same 

Cognates N/A--Same N/A--Same 

Advising Same Same 

Exclusions Same Same 

Dept. Honors 
(optional) 

Same Same 

Other The department expects that 15 of the 30 
required credits must be earned on the U-M—
Ann Arbor campus. 

Students must earn at a C- or better in all courses they 
plan to include in the concentration. The department 
expects that at least 18 of the 33 credits required for a 
sociology concentration be completed with 
Department of Sociology faculty on the UM–Ann 
Arbor campus. 
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PROPOSAL TO MODIFY AN EXISTING CONCENTRATION/PROGRAM  
 

Department/Unit:   _Statistics________________________________________________________ 

Name of Concentration: _Statistics_________________________________________________________ 

Effective Term:   _Fall 2011________________________________________________________ 

Date Submitted:   _12/2/2010_______________________________________________________ 

 

Complete all applicable fields. Also attach revised text for inclusion in LSA Bulletin. 
                     Current Requirements Modified Requirements (type “same” if no changes) 

Min # credits At least 30 credits above the pre-requisite 
courses. 

At least 26 credits above the pre-requisite 
courses. 

Prereqs Math 215 and 217; EECS 182 or 183. Math 215 and 217; EECS 182 or 183; Stats 250 
or 412. 

Required 
courses 
(state minimum 
# of credits for 
upper-level 
courses) 

Core STATS courses:  STATS 250/350, 
STATS 425, STATS 426, STATS 500 

Core Computing Course:  STATS 406 

Additional STATS Courses:  at least one of 
STATS 415, STATS 430, STATS 470, 
STATS 480. 

Core STATS courses:  STATS 425, STATS 426, 
STATS 485, STATS 500 

Same 

Same 

Subplans/tracks   

Electives Courses to be selected in prior consultation 
with department advisor (to bring major total 
to 30 credit hours).  May include:  STATS 
404, 408, 449, 489 any 500+level STATS 
courses, and any additional STATS courses 
listed above; 300+ level EECS courses; 
400+ level MATH courses (exceptions:  Math 
417, 420). 

Courses to be selected in prior consultation with 
department advisor (to bring major total to 26 
credit hours).  May include:  STATS 404, 408, 
449, 489 any 500+level STATS courses, and any 
additional STATS courses listed above; 300+ 
level EECS courses; 400+ level MATH courses 
(exceptions:  Math 417, 420).   

Cognates   

Advising   

Exclusions   

Dept. Honors 
(optional) 

  

Other   

275

pjmoran
Rectangle



We are proposing to change the status of the introductory statistics course from a core 
course to a required pre‐requisite, with a commensurate reduction in the number of 
required credits in the statistics major from 30 to 26.  This will not affect course 
selections for most students, but we feel that as a broad, introductory class, it is 
more appropriate for statistics 250 (or 412 if selected) to be treated as a pre‐
requisite rather than a core course in the major. 
 

276



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To: LS&A Curriculum Committee 

From: Jens-Christian Meiners, Director of Biophysics 

Date: 12/9/10 

Re: Proposed Changes to Biophysics Minor 

 

Dear Curriculum Committee: 

We would like to make the following changes to the Biophysics minor, effective F’11: 

- Add Biophysics 440 to the list of courses from which at least 15 credits should 
be taken; such that #3 under the Biophysics Academic Minor Program in the 
LSA Bulletin reads: “3. BIOPHYS 290 or 430 or 440” 
 

Please let us know if you require any additional information. 

Thank you. 
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MEMO: CAAS Minor 

We have not modified the requirements for the CAAS Minor. We have simply clarified the description of the 
minor and tweaked some of the language so that it accords better with our departmental framework and course 
offerings. For instance, we now describe the geographical focal points of our curriculum as “three major 
geographic areas of the African Diaspora (Africa, the Americas, or the Caribbean).” Our previous description 
used the terms “Africa, American America, and the Afro-Caribbean.” We have also embedded information about 
the CAAS Honors Program into the description of the minor. Here is that information: “Students writing a CAAS 
Honors thesis must enroll in CAAS 495-Honors, an advanced section of the course. Please click here for further 
information about the CAAS Honors Program.” What follows is the complete description of the minor and its 
requirements as we would like them to appear in the bulletin. 

Thank you, and please let me know if you need any additional information, 
 
Megan Sweeney 
Director of Undergraduate Studies, CAAS 
 
 
Degree Requirements 
Effective: Fall 2011  

Requirements for the CAAS Minor (17 credits total): 

1) Prerequisite (4 credits): 
• CAAS 111: “Introduction to Africa and Its Diaspora”  

o This 4-credit course offers necessary background for taking 200-, 300-, and 400-level courses. 
 
2) One course at the 200 level (3 credits):  

• The following courses best satisfy this requirement:  
o CAAS 200, “Introduction to African Studies” 
o CAAS 201, “Introduction to African American Studies” 
o CAAS 202, “Introduction to Caribbean Studies” 
 

3) Two courses at the 300 or 400 level (6 credits total): 
• These courses may focus on one of three major geographic areas of the African Diaspora (Africa, the 

Americas, or the Caribbean) or they may be cross-area courses that focus on at least two geographic areas 
of the African Diaspora.   

 
4) One Senior Seminar: CAAS 495 (4 credits): 

• This writing-intensive course offers a capstone experience for seniors. 
• Students writing a CAAS Honors thesis must enroll in CAAS 495-Honors, an advanced section of the 

course.  Please click here for further information about the CAAS Honors Program. 
 
For more information, please contact: caasadvising@umich.edu. 
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MEMORANDUM 

Date: 20 December 2010 
 
To: LSA Curriculum Committee, University of Michigan 
 
From: Ben van der Pluijm(Associate Chair for Curriculum, Geological Sciences 
Department) and the Geological Sciences Curriculum Committee (Christopher Poulsen, 
Nathan Sheldon, Tom Baumiller) 
 
RE: Revision of the Geological Sciences Department Minors in Earth Sciences – 
General,  Environmental Geology, Paleontology, Oceanography, and Geochemistry. 
 
 
Dear LSA Curriculum Committee: 
 
We write you requesting your approval of revisions to our Geological Sciences minors. 
The proposed changes are small in scope and result from the concentration restructuring 
that was effective Fall 2010. 
 
Some background: The Department of Geological Sciences started discussions of 
undergraduate curriculum revision in January of 2007. The Geological Sciences faculty 
unanimously approved the revised concentration in March of 2009, and the revised 
Geological Sciences concentration was approved by the LSA Curriculum Committee, 
effective Fall 2010. 
 
The goal achieved through the new requirements for the revised Geological Sciences 
concentration was to make it more flexible to better suit students’ needs. Now the focus is 
on aligning our minors offerings with the revised concentration to make the minors more 
flexible also. 
 
In addition to the modifications detailed in the attached forms, we request to change the 
name of “Earth Sciences – General” to simply “Earth Sciences”.  And we would like to 
delete the “Geochemistry” minor from our offerings since it is rarely, if ever, chosen by 
students. 
 
Please let us know if you have any questions. We hope to implement this revised 
concentration effective Fall 2011. Thank you very much for your time and consideration 
of this important issue. 
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PROPOSAL TO MODIFY AN EXISTING ACADEMIC MINOR  

Department/Unit                Geological Sciences_________________________

Name of Academic Minor           Earth Sciences – General:   Change NAME to “Earth Sciences”  

Effective Term                 Fall 2011___________________________________

Date of Submission                20 December 2010___________________________
 

Complete all applicable fields. Also attach revised text for inclusion in LSA Bulletin. 

Current Requirements Modified Requirements (type “same” if no changes) 

Min # credits 15 Same 

Prereqs None Same 

Required 
courses 
(state 
minimum # of 
credits for 
upper-level 
courses) 

One introductory Geology course 
(including laboratory) must be taken from 
one of the following two groups:  

Group 1. Courses with laboratory: 
GEOSCI 116, 119 & 118, 120, and 201.  

Group 2. Courses without laboratory 
(GEOSCI 119, 135, 205+206, or 284) 
plus a laboratory course (GEOSCI 118 or 
207).  

Introductory and general interest 
courses. No more than four additional 
credits may be elected from the 100- and 
200-level courses in Geological 
Sciences, excluding courses listed in 
Category One above. One first-year 
seminar and one mini-course may be 
included in the credits from Category 
Two.  

Specialized courses: The remainder of 
the credits for the academic minor must 
be elected from 300- and 400-level 
courses in Geological Sciences. 

1. One Introductory Geology course must be taken 
from one of the following two groups: 

Group 1. Courses with laboratory (4-5 cr): GEOSCI 
116, 118&119, 120, 201, 222&223. 

Group 2. Courses without laboratory (3-4 cr): GEOSCI 
119, 125, 135, 175, 205+206, 284. 

2. One General Interest course.  Up to four additional 
credits may be elected from 200-level and up courses 
in Geological Sciences, including 200-level courses 
listed in Category 1 (above).  

3. Upper level electives. The remainder of the credits 
for the academic minor must be elected from 300- and 
400-level courses in Geological Sciences. 

 

Advising   

Exclusions   

Other   
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PROPOSAL TO MODIFY AN EXISTING ACADEMIC MINOR  

Department/Unit          Geological Sciences_________________________

Name of Academic Minor      Environmental Geology______________________

Effective Term            Fall 2011__________________________________ 

Date of Submission          20 December 2010___________________________
 

Complete all applicable fields. Also attach revised text for inclusion in LSA Bulletin. 

Current Requirements Modified Requirements (type “same” if no changes) 

Min # credits 15 Same 

Prereqs None Same 

Required 
courses 
(state 
minimum # of 
credits for 
upper-level 
courses) 

One introductory Geology course 
(including laboratory) must be taken from 
one of the following two groups: 

Group 1. Courses with laboratory: 
GEOSCI 116, 118&119, 120, and 201. 

Group 2. Courses without laboratory 
(GEOSCI 119, 135, 205+206, or 284) 
plus a laboratory course (GEOSCI 118 or 
207). 

Core courses: GEOSCI 380 and 442 are 
required. 

Elective courses: GEOSCI 325, 477, or 
478. One first-year seminar and one 
mini-course may be included, with the 
Departmental advisor's approval, in this 
category. 

1. One Introductory Geology course must be taken 
from one of the following two groups: 

Group 1. Courses with laboratory (4-5 cr): GEOSCI 
116, 118&119, 120, 201. 

Group 2. Courses without laboratory (3-4 cr): GEOSCI 
119, 135, 205&206. 

2. Core courses: GEOSCI 284 and 380 are required. 

3. Elective courses: GEOSCI 325, 341, 442, 444, 477, 
478, or permission of advisor.  

 

Advising   

Exclusions   

Other   

 

281

mailto:pjmoran@umich.edu�
pjmoran
Rectangle



PROPOSAL TO MODIFY AN EXISTING ACADEMIC MINOR  

Department/Unit          Geological Sciences________________________________ 

Name of Academic Minor     Oceanography___________________________________ 

Effective Term           Fall 2011_________________________________________ 

Date of Submission                20 December 2010_________________________________ 
 

Complete all applicable fields. Also attach revised text for inclusion in LSA Bulletin. 

Current Requirements Modified Requirements (type “same” if no changes) 

Min # credits 15 Same 

Prereqs None Same 

Required 
courses 
(state 
minimum # of 
credits for 
upper-level 
courses) 

One introductory geoscience course   
must be taken from one of the following 
two groups: 

Group 1. Courses with laboratory: 
GEOSCI 116, 118&119, 120, or 201.  

Group 2. Courses without laboratory 
(GEOSCI 119, 205+206, or 284) plus a 
laboratory course (GEOSCI 118 or 207). 

Core courses: GEOSCI 222, 223.  

Elective courses (5-7 credits): to be 
elected from the following, at least one of 
which must be at the 400-level:  

GEOSCI 305, 320, 321, 325, 351, 409, 
418, 419, 420, 421, 422, 446, 449, 452, 
465, 467, 478, 479, 483, 486;  

AOSS 320, 321, 410, 420, 467  

ENSCEN 420, 455, 467  

NAVARCH 420, 455 

1. One Introductory Geology course must be taken 
from one of the following two groups: 

Group 1. Courses with laboratory (4-5 cr): GEOSCI 
116, 118&119, 120, 201. 

Group 2. Courses without laboratory (3-4 cr): GEOSCI 
119, 205&206, 284. 

2. Core courses: GEOSCI 222, 223. 

3. Elective courses (5-7 credits): to be elected from the 
following: GEOSCI 305, 320, 321, 409, 420, 421, 422, 
446, 449, 452, 465, 467, 478, 479; AOSS 320, 321, 
410, 420, 467; ENSCEN 420, 455, 467; NAVARCH 
420, 455; or permission of advisor. 

 

Advising   

Exclusions   

Other   

 
1. Send proposal form to Pam Rinker, LSA Undergraduate Education, 2242 LSA  1382.  
2. In addition, email electronic version to pjmoran@umich.edu. 
3. If the academic minor is adding any courses from other departments/academic units, approval is 

required from each chair/director. Approval indicates two commitments: 1) the unit plans to offer the 
course on a routine basis; and 2) additional students would not preclude enrollment by the unit’s own 
concentrators. You may either submit a hard copy of this form with signatures (individual or collective or 
ask each chair/director to send you approval via email (please forward all Pam in one batch).  
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PROPOSAL TO MODIFY AN EXISTING ACADEMIC MINOR  

Department/Unit            Geological Sciences_______________________ 

Name of Academic Minor        Paleontology____________________________ 

Effective Term              Fall 2011_________________________________ 

Date of Submission                 20 December 2010_________________________
 

Complete all applicable fields. Also attach revised text for inclusion in LSA Bulletin. 

Current Requirements Modified Requirements (type “same” if no changes) 

Min # credits 15 Same 

Prereqs None Same 

Required 
courses 
(state 
minimum # of 
credits for 
upper-level 
courses) 

Entry courses (0-4 credits required). The 
"entry point" into the Academic Minor 
may, but need not, include two, but no 
more than two courses (no more than 4 
credits) chosen from GEOSCI 103, 106, 
116, 118&119, 120, 125, 135, 149, 150, 
201, 205, 206, 207, and RCNSCI 232. 

 

Core courses (4 credits required). 
GEOSCI 418 and 419 are required. 

 

Elective courses (at least 8 credits 
required). Students may choose from: 
GEOSCI 416, 431, 437, 438, 439, 498 
(for 1-3, but no more than 3 credits), 510, 
511, 513; EEB 390, and EEB 461. 

 

1.  Entry courses (0-4 credits required). The "entry 
point" into this Academic Minor may  include two, but 
no more than 4 credits chosen from GEOSCI 103, 106, 
116, 118&119, 120, 125, 135, 149, 150, 201, 205, 206, 
207. 

 

2.  Core courses (4 credits required). GEOSCI 418 and 
419 are required. 

 

3.  Elective courses (at least 8 credits required). 
Students may choose from: GEOSCI 313, 431, 437, 
438, 439, 445, 498 (for 1-3, but no more than 3 
credits), 510, 511, 513; EEB 390, and EEB 461, or 
permission of advisor. 

Advising   

Exclusions   

Other   

 
1. Send proposal form to Pam Rinker, LSA Undergraduate Education, 2242 LSA  1382.  
2. In addition, email electronic version to pjmoran@umich.edu. 
3. If the academic minor is adding any courses from other departments/academic units, approval is 

required from each chair/director. Approval indicates two commitments: 1) the unit plans to offer the 
course on a routine basis; and 2) additional students would not preclude enrollment by the unit’s own 
concentrators. You may either submit a hard copy of this form with signatures (individual or collective or 
ask each chair/director to send you approval via email (please forward all Pam in one batch).  
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PROPOSAL TO MODIFY AN EXISTING ACADEMIC MINOR  

Department/Unit  Philosophy___________________________________________ 

Name of Academic Minor Epistemology and Philosophy of Science Minor______________ 

Effective Term   Spring 2011__________________________________________ 

Date of Submission  December 15, 2010____________________________________ 
 

Complete all applicable fields. Also attach revised text for inclusion in LSA Bulletin. 

Current Requirements Modified Requirements (type “same” if no changes) 

Min # credits 15, 9 in residence. Same. 

General 
Introduction
s 

Any 100- or 200- level cour other than 
PHIL 180, 201, 296 (logic courses). 

Same 

Required 
courses 
(state 
minimum # 
of credits for 
upper-level 
courses) 

a. Formal Methods: PHIL 296, 303, 305, 
413 . 
 
b. PHIL 345, 381, or 383. 
 
c. Two other courses from the following: 
PHIL 320, 322, 381, 383, 420, 422, 423, 
425, 443, and 477. 

a..Same 

b.  
 
c. Two other courses from the following: PHIL 320, 
322, 381, 383, 420, 422, 423, 424, 425,427, 443, and 
477. 

Advising   

Exclusions   

Other No course will count toward the 
academic minor unless the student 
receives a grade of C- or better. 

At least one course taken to fulfill the 
minor must be at the 400-level, other 
than formal methods (413, 414). 

Same. 

 

Same. 
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PROPOSAL TO MODIFY AN EXISTING ACADEMIC MINOR  

Department/Unit  Philosophy____________________________________ 

Name of Academic Minor History of Philosophy Minor_____________________ 

Effective Term   Spring 2011____________________________________ 

Date of Submission  December 15, 2010______________________________ 
 

Complete all applicable fields. Also attach revised text for inclusion in LSA Bulletin. 

Current Requirements Modified Requirements (type “same” if no changes) 

Min # credits 15, 9 in residence. Same. 

General 
Introductions 

Any 100- or 200- level course other than 
PHIL 180, 201, 296 (logic courses). 

Same. 

Required 
courses 
(state 
minimum # of 
credits for 
upper-level 
courses) 

a. Either PHIL 345, 361, 366, 367, or 383 

 
b. PHIL 388 or PHIL 389 
 
 
c. One additional course from: PHIL 388, 
389, 405, 406, 458, 461, and 462. 
 
 
c. One additional course from the above 
list expanded to include:  PHIL 371, 385, 
433, 463, 466,474, and 492. 

a. Same. 

 
b. Same. 
 
 
c. One additional course from: PHIL 388, 389, 405, 
406, 458, 461, 462, and 464. 
 
 
d. Same. 
 
 

Advising   

Exclusions   

Other No course will count toward the 
academic minor unless the student 
receives a grade of C- or better. 

At least one course taken to fulfill the 
minor must be at the 400-level, other 
than formal methods (413, 414). 

Same. 

 

Same. 

 

285



LSA Curriculum Committee 
Course Approval Actions 

1/18/2011   

1.
New
Fall 

2011

   

ASIAN 234 / RELIGION 234
Buddhism and Death
(UG Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Benjamin Brose) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This course investigates a wide range of Buddhist doctrines and practices centered on dying, death, and the afterlife. 
These topics are explored to gain a more nuanced understanding of traditional and modern religious phenomenon as 
expressed in distinctly Buddhist contexts.

Repeat for Credit? No

Assessment: In addition grades and final evaluations, in-class discussions and reading responses will be used to 
assess student progress. Student presentations will also help gauge student understanding of and 
engagement with the course material. The instructor will invite CRLT to conduct mid-term 
evaluations to better assess the success of the course and to make modifications as necessary.

 

2.
New
Fall 

2011

   

ASIANLAN 437
Business Korean
(UG Full 3.0, Grad Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Sangkyyung Han) 
 
Short Course Description:
   The aim of the Business Korean is to improve students’ Korean language skills to advanced/upper advanced level by 
studying and discussing reading materials related to Korean business. This class will be conducted mostly in Korean and 
students will learn about Korean business and economy. 

Repeat for Credit? No

Enforced Prereq's: ASIANLAN 336

Min Grade Req: B-

Assessment: Course assessment will be conducted in two ways. First, students will take a pre-test at the 
beginning of the semester and then a post-test at the end of the term to measure their overall 
Korean language improvement. Second, the instructor will use an exit survey to assess a success 
of the course and survey results will be used for the improvement of the course.

 

3.
New
Fall 

2011

   

ASTRO 305
Astronomy in the Community
(UG Full 1.0-3.0, UG Half 1.0-3.0) (Expr) (A-E) (Various) 
 
Short Course Description:
   In this experiential independent study, students gain experience in education and public outreach by participating in and 
organizing activities such as astronomy open houses, telescope viewings, planetarium shows, Astronomy tutoring, and peer 
coaching. By working with the Astronomy faculty and staff on these activities, students expand their own understanding of 
astronomy and develop skills in communicating scientific principles and discoveries to the general public.

Meets Gen Req: BS

Repeat for Credit? Yes
Max Times Crs Can Be Elected: n/a
Max Total Credits: 9
Elect More Than Once in Same Term? No

Advisory Prereq's: At least 3 credits in Astronomy

Permission To Enroll: Instructor

Assessment: All events include surveys for the intended audience to provide feedback on performance and the 
success of the event. These will be monitored by the instructors throughout the semester, and 
also reviewed by the Department on a regular basis. The Department will also maintain 
communication with the Detroit Observatory and Exhibit Museum of Natural History, to evaluate 
the success of relevant events and course logistics. This course has been developed with input 
from the Student Astronomical Society, and the Department will solicit feedback from SAS on 
student perceptions of the course. The Department Curriculum Committee will closely monitor this 
course for the first few semesters, to ensure that logistics are operating smoothly.

 
BS Eligibility Supporting Statement:
   ASTRO courses automatically are BS-eligible.

 

4.
New
Fall 

CLCIV 302 / HISTORY 302
The Roman Republic
(UG Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Celia Schultz, PhD) 
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2011

   

 
Short Course Description:
   This course surveys the political and social history of the Roman Republic from the archaic period to the death of Julius 
Caesar in 44 BCE.

Meets Distr Req: HU

Repeat for Credit? No

Assessment: The instructor will solicit midterm student evaluations in order to make adjustments early enough 
to impact learning. The instructor will also pose open-ended questions at the end of the term to 
ask students how well the course met the stated goals and objectives.

 

5.
New

Spring 
2011

   

GEOSCI 202
Introductory Environmental Science in the Rockies
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Poulsen, Aciego, Dick) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This course examines the principles of Environmental Sciences through field-based studies at the U-M Camp Davis Rocky 
Mountain Field Station.

Meets Distr Req: NS

Meets Gen Req: BS

Repeat for Credit? No

Credit Exclusions: GEOSCI 201

Assessment: Learning assessments are handled directly by the faculty instructors. In GeoSci field-base courses, 
there are many opportunities to evaluate the effectiveness of the course through direct 
communication with students both individually and in groups, and through formal (e.g. classroom, 
laboratory, outcrop) and informal (e.g. driving, hiking, camping) contact. In addition to 
assessment through contact, traditional methods of assessment, including mid-term and final 
exams, and graded projects will be used.

 
BS Eligibility Supporting Statement:
   GEOSCI courses are automatically BS-eligible.

 

6.
New

Spring 
2011

   

GEOSCI 441
Field Geology Project
(UG Full 1.0, UG Half 1.0, Grad Full 1.0, Grad Half 1.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Nathan Niemi) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This course builds on skills developed in GEOSCI 440 including geologic mapping in complexly deformed terranes, 
integration and interpretation of regional geologic relationships, and topics in applied field geophysics. It must be taken 
immediately following GEOSCI 440 in the same summer at Camp Davis, Jackson, Wyoming.

Meets Gen Req: BS

Repeat for Credit? No

Advisory Prereq's: Completion of GEOSCI 440 immediately prior.

Permission To Enroll: Department

Assessment: Learning assessments are handled directly by the faculty instructors. In field-based courses, there 
are many opportunities to evaluate their effectiveness through direct communication with students 
both individually and in groups, and through formal and informal contact in the field. In addition to 
assessment through contact, traditional methods of assessment, including graded projects will be 
used.

 
BS Eligibility Supporting Statement:
   Course content is geological sciences.

 

7.
New
Fall 

2011

   

HISTART 286
Art and Empire in Antiquity
(UG Full 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Margaret Cool Root) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This course explores the ways in which visual art works as a tool of imperial persuasion, ambition, and legitimization. It 
focuses on hallmark monuments of ancient Egypt, Iraq, and Iran, with telling comparative glimpses of Classical Athens, 
early imperial Rome, the Soviet Union, and the United States. 

Meets Distr Req: HU

Repeat for Credit? No
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Assessment: Evaluation of the success of HISTART 286 in achieving its educational goals is accomplished in the 
following ways: 1. Ongoing assessment in weekly meetings and in other frequent exchanges with 
the GSI on the quality of written work assigned throughout the term and on the degree of 
receptivity to and creative engagement with weekly discussion topics in sections. 2. A midterm 
narrative evaluation (anonymous) of the lecture segment and of the 4th-hour discussion segment 
of the course (each crafted by us and administered during class/section time). 3. Final evaluation. 
4. One required meeting of each student with the Instructor in relation to the short original 
research paper topic. In large lecture courses it is all too possible otherwise for an individual 
student to remain invisible to the faculty instructor even as some students eagerly come to faculty 
office hours or seek other meetings with the professor.

 

8.
New
Fall 

2011

   

HISTORY 243 / MENAS 243
Islamic World History
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Sebastian Prange) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This course studies the history of the Islamic world in its global dimensions and contexts. It introduces the key concepts, 
schools of thought, and problems in the study of Islamic history and challenges popular conceptions of Islam by 
highlighting the divergent pathways of Islamic thought and societies through world history.

Meets Distr Req: HU

Repeat for Credit? No

Assessment: At the outset of the course, students are asked about their preconceptions about Islam and 
Islamic history. These questions, and their initial answers, are revisited throughout the course, 
culminating in the final sessions when it is asked how useful the category of "Islam" remains to 
understanding the history of the Muslim world. Progress is measured in weekly response papers 
that reflect their engagement with the lectures and readings. Two essays serve as further 
opportunities for both the instructor and the students to evaluate their progress. A mid-term 
evaluation will provide a further opportunity for students to (anonymously) reflect on their 
experience of the course up to that point and suggest emendations.

 

9.
New
Fall 

2011

   

HISTORY 349
U.S. Interventions in Latin America and the World
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Richard Turits) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This course explores U.S. interventions in Latin America and elsewhere that have deposed foreign governments since the 
1890s: military occupation and "nation building" in the early 20th century; CIA operations targeting social democratic and 
socialist polities during the Cold War; humanitarian actions in the 1990s; and recent takeovers of Afghanistan and Iraq.

Meets Distr Req: SS

Repeat for Credit? No

Assessment: End-of-the-term open-ended questions asking students to reflect on and evaluate the success of 
the course in developing: a) new perspectives on US foreign policy and politics in Latin America 
and other foreign nations; and b) skills of writing, reading, debate, and analysis.

 

10.
New
Fall 

2011

   

ITALIAN 467
Screening Italian Fascism
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0, Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Giorgio Bertellini) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This seminar considers two facets of media productions under Fascism. First it examines the film production during 
Fascism and thus the regime’s domestic politics of information, recreation, and consensus; secondly it looks at how 
international media, particularly in the U.S., enabled and re-broadcast the regime’s and Mussolini’s popularity. 

Repeat for Credit? No

Advisory Prereq's: ITALIAN 230, 232, or 233

Assessment: A mid-term eval will solicit suggestions about changes to the course and be administered in 
conjunction with the project proposal. In a couple of pages written in Italian, students articulate a 
very specific research subject, clear methodological approach, and brief bibliographical essay on 
the relevant debates in that subfield. Students share and discuss their project proposal in class for 
productive exchanges and suggestions. The challenges associated with the conception and writing 
of such project proposal should provide students with a very concrete basis to evaluate how 
effective the course is in fostering critical and research skills and learning Italian. The mid-term 
and final class evaluation will ask similar questions and stimulate self-analysis about students’ 
learning curve. This in conjunction with pre- and post-test (project proposal and final essay) 
should provide both data and information about students’ learning process and what they have 
learned.
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11.
New

Summer 
2011

   

PHYSICS 120
Foundations of Physics
(UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Melnichuk) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This is an introductory course on the foundations of physics tailored for students seeking to be better prepared for 
success in the core introductory courses (PHYSICS 135, for life/health sciences and kinesiology, or PHYSICS 140, for 
science and engineering fields). The course aims to develop skills and abilities needed for problem-solving within the 
conceptual framework of introductory physics.

Meets Distr Req: NS

Meets Gen Req: BS

Repeat for Credit? No

Assessment: Using a survey test taken twice during the (Summer) semester at the beginning and end of the 
PHYSICS 120 course.

 
BS Eligibility Supporting Statement:
   NS course.

 

12.
New
Fall 

2011

   

PHYSICS 421
Physics Lab for Educators
(UG Full 1.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 
Short Course Description:
   A laboratory course in basic physics emphasizing the development of classroom demonstrations.

Repeat for Credit? No

Advisory Prereq's: Concurrent registration in PHYSICS 420

Enforced Prereq's: Restricted to Education concentrators

Assessment: Midterm evaluation by handout in the lab. Ongoing discussion with School of Education 
administrators regarding effectiveness of lab. 

 

13.
New

Winter 
2011

   

POLSCI 312
Persuasive Politics: Voters, Campaigns and Communication Strategies
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Arthur Lupia) 
 
Short Course Description:
   In this course, we will accomplish two things. First, we will become familiar with the logic of running a political persuasion 
campaign. For this purpose, we will study current research on persuasion as well as current research on campaigns. 
Second, each student will participate in the design of a persuasion campaign. Throughout the semester, we will discuss how 
to design the campaign. In the last two weeks of the class, every student will take part in a presentation for the entire 
class. They will then take questions from the class about the content and strategy of the presentation. 

Meets Distr Req: SS

Repeat for Credit? No

Assessment: Assesment will include open-ended questions at the end of the term asking students how well the 
class met the stated goals.

 

14.
New

Winter 
2011

   

SLAVIC 260
Directed Reading in Slavic Studies
(UG Full 1.0-4.0) (Inds) (A-E) 
 
Short Course Description:
   Directed readings in Slavic studies.

Repeat for Credit? Yes
Max Times Crs Can Be Elected: 2
Max Total Credits: n/a
Elect More Than Once in Same Term? No

Permission To Enroll: Instructor

Assessment: In line with expanding curriculum of courses dealing with Slavic cultures other than Russian on 
both the graduate and undergraduate level, the Department needs a directed reading/independent 
study course defined broadly enough to serve the more specialized interest of undergraduates at 
the 200 level in literature, cinema, and other cultured spheres. We will assess how well SLAVIC 
260 met this need by monitoring enrollments in this course over the next several years and also 
by studying how this course contributed to the next stages in students' academic and professional 
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careers. 

 

15.
New
Fall 

2011

   

STATS 280
Honors Introduction to Statistics and Data Analysis
(UG Full 4.0) (Hnrs) (A-E) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This course is an introduction to statistical methods and data analysis at the honors level, targeting advanced 
undergraduate students who are interested in a challenging introductory course.

Meets Distr Req: MSA

Meets Gen Req: BS, QR/1

Repeat for Credit? No

Advisory Prereq's: Pre-calculus

Credit Exclusions: No credit granted to those who have completed or are enrolled in ECON 404 or 405, or ENVIRON 
438, or IOE 265, or SOC 210, or STATS 250 (350), 265, 400, or 412.

Assessment: Statistics will monitor STATS 280 together with our other introductory statistics courses to ensure 
that the students are adequately prepared to take upper level courses in various subject areas 
that require the ability to perform or understand statistical data analysis. We mainly achieve this 
through periodic discussions with faculty in the departments whose students take our courses. We 
will also monitor how enrollment in 280 tracks with students selecting statistics as their major, 
anticipating that a greater fraction of students who take and honors introductory statistics class 
will choose to do this.

 
BS Eligibility Supporting Statement:
   According to LSA Guidelines, all STATS courses qualify for BS-eligibility.
 
QR Supporting Statement:
   STATS 280 includes derivations of basic statistical results such as expected values and sampling variances using 
techniques from pre-calculus mathematics. Students will also be expected to master quantitative relationships such as 
scaling relationships between variances, sample sizes, and standard errors.

 

16.
Mod
Fall 

2011    

AMCULT 327 / ENGLISH 387 / SPANISH 327
Latino/Latina Literature of the U.S.
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Amy Carroll) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Cross-Listing ENGLISH 387 / SPANISH 327 ENGLISH 387 

 

17.
Mod
Fall 

2011    

AMCULT 337
American Blues Music: Content and Context
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Bruce Conforth) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Course Title American Blues Music: Content and Context A Survey of American Blues Music 

 

18.
Mod

Spring 
2011

   

CHEM 260
Chemical Principles
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Credit Exclusions None No credit granted for students who have 
completed or are enrolled in BIOPHYS 370. 

 

19.
Mod
Fall 

2011
   

CHEM 451 / BIOLCHEM 451
Advanced Biochemistry: Macromolecular Structure and Function
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
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MODIFICATION FROM TO

Advisory Prereq's None CHEM 215, 260, 351 and BIOLOGY 171 or 172 

 

20.
Mod
Fall 

2011    

ENVIRON 407
Sustainable Cities
(UG Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Cross-Listing  CEE 307 

 

21.
Mod

Spring 
2011

   

GEOSCI 201 / ENVIRON 209 / GEOG 201
Introduction to Physical Geography: The Earth System
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Credit Exclusions No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in GEOSCI 144. Students who 
have completed GEOSCI 331 will receive only 3 
credits. 

No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in GEOSCI 144 or GEOSCI 202. 
Students who have completed GEOSCI 331 will 
receive only 3 credits. 

 

22.
Mod
Fall 

2011

   

GEOSCI 305
Sedimentary Geology
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Course Title Sedimentary Geology Earth's Surface and Sediments 

Transcript Title Sediment Geol Sediments 

Time Sched Title Sedimentary Geology Sediments 

 

23.
Mod
Fall 

2011    

GEOSCI 314
Applied Geophysics
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Course Title Applied Geophysics Global and Applied Geophysics 

 

24.
Mod
Fall 

2011

   

GEOSCI 315
Elements of Mineralogy
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Course Title Elements of Mineralogy Earth Materials 

Transcript Title Mineral Elements Earth Materials 

Time Sched Title Mineral Elements Earth Materials 

 

25.
Mod
Fall 

2011    

GEOSCI 351
Earth Structure: Introduction to Structural Geology and Tectonics
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Ben van der Pluijm) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Meets Distr Req  NS 
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26.
Mod

Spring 
2011

   

HISTORY 303
Topics in History
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (varies) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Credits UG Full 4.0, UG Half 3.0 UG Full 3.0-4.0, UG Half 3.0 

Components-Hours LEC-3, DIS-1 LEC- - 3 , DIS- - 1  

 

27.
Mod
Fall 

2011    

HISTORY 305 / CAAS 305
Histories of the Modern Caribbean
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Richard Turits) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Meets Distr Req  SS 

 

28.
Mod

Spring 
2011

   

MUSMETH 406 / UC 406
Special Problems in Museum Methods
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 2.0, Grad Full 4.0, Grad Half 2.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Credits UG Full 4.0, UG Half 2.0 
Grad Full 4.0, Grad Half 2.0 

UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0 
Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 3.0 

 

29.
Mod

     Fall 
2010

   

PHIL 303
Introduction to Symbolic Logic
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 3.0-4.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Gordon Belot) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Meets QR Req  QR/1 

 
QR Supporting Statement:
   Standard topics: propositional logic; predicate logic; and metalogical results, including proof theory.

 

30.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

PHIL 442
Topics in Political Philosophy
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 2.0, Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 2.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Enforced Prereq's 
(long) 

PHIL 361 or 366 with a grade of C- or better; 
or graduate standing 

PHIL 361, 366 or 367 with a grade of C- or 
better; or graduate standing. 

 

31.
Mod
Fall 

2011

   

PHYSICS 116
From Quarks to Cosmos: What Holds Everything Together?
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Course Title From Quarks to Cosmos: What Holds 
Everything Together? 

From Quarks to Cosmos 

Transcript Title Quarks, Force Quarks, Cosmos 

Short Course Descr None This course introduces the modern 
understanding of the physical universe. We 
discuss the elementary particles that constitute 
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the building blocks for all matter, and we 
discuss the hot dense beginnings of the 
universe known as the big bang. We convey 
the deep connection between the physics of the 
subatomic domain, and the physics of the 
cosmos.  

Meets QR Req  QR/1 

 
QR Supporting Statement:
   The homework assignments will include a substantial component of estimates. A significant goal is to develop a 
quantitative sense of just how small subatomic particles are, how large the universe is, and how these numbers conspire to 
create the world as we experience it. Most presentations feature graphs and tables presenting data. The interpretation and 
predictive power of such material is an important element of the course. 

 

32.
Mod
Fall 

2011

   

PHYSICS 420
Physics for the Elementary Classroom
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0, Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Course Title Physics for the Elementary Classroom Physics for Educators 

Transcript Title Phys for Elem Clsrm Phys for Educators 

Time Sched Title Phys for Elem Clsrm Phys for Educators 

Advisory Prereq's Elementary education concentrators School of Education concentrators 

 

33.
Mod
Fall 

2011
   

POLSCI 411
Michigan In Washington: National Capital Research Project
(UG Full 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Components-Hours IN D SEM 

Graded Component IND SEM 

 

34.
Mod
Fall 

2011

   

PORTUG 415
Portuguese for Spanish Speakers
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0, Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Advisory Prereq's Students who have not taken SPANISH 275 
and 276 at U-M must schedule a placement 
exam with the instructor. 

Students who have not taken SPANISH 275 
and 276 at UM must schedule a placement 
exam with the instructor. 

Enforced Prereq's 
(long) 

SPANISH 275 and 276 (C- or better) or 
Graduate Standing. 

SPANISH 277; or SPANISH 278; or RCLANG 
324; or Graduate Standing. 

 

35.
Mod
Fall 

2011

   

ROMLING 410 / SPANISH 410
Spanish Phonetics and Phonology
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0, Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Enforced Prereq's 
(long) 

SPANISH 330 (or equivalent) and two other 
300 level SPANISH courses (excluding 308); or 
two RCLANG 324 courses and SPANISH 330 (or 
equivalent) and one other 300 level Spanish 
course (excluding 308). 

SPANISH 298 and six credits chosen between 
SPANISH 279 and 399; OR SPANISH 298, two 
RCLANG 324 and three credits chosen between 
SPANISH 279 and 399. 

 

36. SOC 100
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Mod
Spring 

2011

   

Introduction to Sociology
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Advisory Prereq's Seniors must elect SOC 300 to receive 
academic credit for an introductory sociology 
course. Juniors are encouraged to enroll in SOC 
300. 

Juniors and seniors electing an introductory 
course are strongly encouraged to elect SOC 
300, although there is limited space available 
for upper-level students in SOC 100 and 102 in 
semesters in which SOC 300 is not offered. 

Enforced Prereq's 
(long) 

Restricted to first, second, and third year 
students 

Restricted to first-year students, sophomores, 
and juniors. 

Credit Exclusions No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in SOC 195 or 300. No credit for 
seniors. 

No credit granted to students who have 
completed or are enrolled in SOC 102, 105, 
195, or 300. 

 

37.
Mod

Spring 
2011

   

SOC 102
Introduction to Sociology: Special Topics
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Advisory Prereq's None Juniors and seniors electing an introductory 
course are strongly encouraged to elect SOC 
300, although there is limited space available 
for upper-level students in SOC 100 and 102 in 
semesters in which SOC 300 is not offered. 

Enforced Prereq's 
(long) 

None Restricted to first-year students, sophomores, 
and juniors. 

Credit Exclusions No credit for seniors. No credit granted to students who have 
completed or are enrolled in SOC 100, 105, 
195, or 300. 

 

38.
Mod
Fall 

2011

   

SOC 105
First Year Seminar in Sociology
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Short Course Descr None An introduction to the discipline of sociology via 
examiniation of topical social issues. 

Credit Exclusions None No credit granted to students who have 
completed or are enrolled in SOC 100, 102, 
195, or 300. 

 

39.
Mod
Fall 

2011
   

SOC 195
Honors Introduction to Sociology
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 3.0) (Hnrs) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Credit Exclusions Credit not granted for both SOC 195 and SOC 
100. No credit for seniors. 

No credit granted to students who have 
completed or are enrolled in SOC 100, 102, 
105, or 300. 

 

40.
Mod
Fall 

2011

SOC 312
The Evaluation of Evidence in Sociology
(UG Full 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Advisory Prereq's Prior completion of an introductory statistics Prior completion of an introductory statistics 
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course such as SOC 210 or STATS 250 (STATS 
350). 

course such as SOC 210, STATS 250, or their 
equivalent. 

Enforced Prereq's 
(long) 

Declared concentration in sociology; and one 
introductory course in sociology (SOC 100, 
102, 105, 195, 202, 300). 

Declared concentration in sociology; and one 
introductory course in sociology (SOC 100, 
102, 105, 195, or 300). 

Meets BS Req No Yes 

 
BS Eligibility Supporting Statement:
   SOC 312 does not currently draw BS-designated credit on students’ transcripts, even though under LSA’s general 
guidelines for Bachelor of Science-designated credit, SOC 312 should be automatically designated as such because it also 
fulfills the QR/1 requirement. 

 

41.
Mod
Fall 

2011
   

SPANISH 380 / AMCULT 380 / SAC 380
Studies in Transnational Media
(UG Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course SPANISH 380 SAC 380 

Cross-Listing AMCULT 380 / SAC 380 AMCULT 380 

 

42.
Mod
Fall 

2011

   

SPANISH 411
Advanced Syntax
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0, Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Enforced Prereq's 
(long) 

SPANISH 330 (or equivalent) and 2 other 300-
level Spanish courses (excluding 308); or 2 
RCLANG 324 courses and SPANISH 330 (or 
equivalent) and one other 300-level Spanish 
course (excluding 308). 

SPANISH 298 and six credits chosen between 
SPANISH 279 and 399; OR SPANISH 298, two 
RCLANG 324 and three credits chosen between 
SPANISH 279 and 399. 

 

43.
Mod
Fall 

2011

   

SPANISH 428
Internship in Spanish
(UG Full 1.0-3.0, UG Half 1.0-3.0) (Inds) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Repeat for Credit? No Yes 

Max Times Crs Can Be 
Elected 

1 n /a 

Max Total Credits n/a 3 

Elect More Than Once 
in Same Term? 

No Ye s 

 

44.
Del

Spring 
2011

   

HISTORY 302
Topics in History
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 

 

45.
Del

Winter 
2011

   

HISTORY 317
Nineteenth-Century Europe: Reaction and Revolution
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 

 

46.
Del    

HISTORY 349
Dictatorship in Latin America: History, Testimony, and Literature
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Winter 
2011

(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 

 

47.
Del

Summer 
2011

   

HISTORY 376
History of Ireland to 1603
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 

 

48.
Del

Spring 
2011

   

SOC 202
Contemporary Social Issues I
(UG Full 3.0-4.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 

 

49.
Del

Spring 
2011

   

SOC 401
Contemporary Social Issues III
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 3.0, Grad Full 4.0, Grad Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
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MEMORANDUM 

 
 

TO: Members of the LSA Executive Committee 

FROM: Pam Rinker 

DATE: February 9, 2011 

SUBJECT: Summary of LSA Curriculum Committee Minutes 
for January 25, 2011 

 

1. Minutes of 1/18/11 were approved. 

2. GSI/Grader responsibilities were discussed, especially in regard to the total amount 
of required writing. 

3. A new Academic Minor in Islamic Studies was deferred. 

4. Engineering’s undergraduate certificate Program in Entrepreneurship (PIE) was 
approved for LSA students effective Fall 2010. 

5. A double minor petition from German was denied. 

6. Course approval requests were acted upon. 

7. The Academic Judiciary Process was provided to the committee for review and 
future discussion. 
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LSA CURRICULUM COMMITTEE 
Minutes of January 25, 2011 

Present: Phil Deloria (Chair), Pallavi Abraham, Caroline Canning, Ellie Dertz, Tim Dodd, Phil Gorman, Lori 
Gould, Mika Lavaque-Manty, Neil Marsh, Kristen Moore, Jennifer Myers, Esrold Nurse, Sushama Pavgi, JoAnn 
Peraino, Pam Rinker, Catherine Sanok, Naomi Silver, Donna Wessel Walker, Evans Young, and Rebecca Zurier 

Visitors: Anne Curzan, Scotti Parrish, and David Smith 

The meeting came to order at 3:10 pm 

MINUTES 

Minutes for 1/18/11 were approved.  

REQUIRED WRITING AND GSI/GRADER RESPONSIBILITIES AND WORKLOAD  

Rebecca Zurier requested a discussion about this topic on the basis of her experience as Interim Director of 
Undergraduate Studies in History of Art. She summarized her concerns as follows: Are the attached guidelines, 
“The Writing Component in LSA Course Proposals” written by the Curriculum Committee and posted online, 
realistic in view of the GEO contract? Or do these expectations issued by a pedagogical committee require 
additional GSI funding to be implemented in sectioned courses? Even low-stakes writing—such as short 
reflections, weekly responses, or blogs that complement exams—requires time for tabulation. More time is 
needed to review weekly response papers, which often are a valuable way to measure student improvement over 
the course of the term. While GSIs and graders gain valuable experience in leading discussion sections and 
grading, departments are equally concerned about educating them as future teachers and better scholars overall. 
How is the time GSIs spend in weekly meetings with faculty mentors figured into the fraction calculation for 
GSIs and graders? Since the focus on writing and grading varies considerably across disciplines and the college, 
would it be possible to identify best practices? 

The committee invited two professors from the English Department to provide additional input on these issues: 
Scotti Parrish, Associate Professor and Director of Undergraduate Studies, and Anne Curzan, Associate 
Professor and Director of the English Department Writing Program. Both valued the committee’s higher 
expectations for writing and plan to incorporate them in the English curriculum. They did not view GSI/grader 
workloads as a structural crisis. Rather, they reported almost no GSI complaints about time spent leading 
discussion sections and meeting weekly with their faculty advisors. Most graders in English are expected to 
attend all classes and complete most if not all of the reading, and typically share grading equally with 
instructors. Most instructors provide a rubric and norms for grading and meet regularly throughout the term to 
discuss these issues.  

Prof. Curzan said that English is always seeking to design 200-level, HU courses that may interest non-
concentrators. They hope to enroll 50-60 students in the courses and use a grader. English is conscious though 
that, perhaps in contrast to more fact-based disciplines, instructors in these courses must constantly incorporate 
the writing process in courses even at the 200-level. Prof. Curzan also reported uneven training for faculty 
working with GSIs in courses that involve extensive writing. As in any department, some faculty members do 
not meet often enough with graders nor provide them with rubrics or norms. English will hold a discussion this 
winter on this very topic of GSI mentoring, workload, and writing instruction. Ideally, departments would be 
responsible for communicating their expectations about writing and grading (specifically in terms of working 
with GSIs) to faculty. Venues include ongoing discussion at faculty meetings, reminders sent to new 
instructors, and a posting in the office for undergraduate education.  
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LSA Curriculum Committee Minutes, 1/25/11 

  

NEW ACADEMIC MINOR IN ISLAMIC STUDIES 

The committee deferred approval of this minor on 1/18/11 to consider what concentrations and minors should 
be excluded. Even though 2/3 of the courses are in AAPTIS, they concluded that even AAPTIS concentrators 
could put together a viable plan with careful advising. In addition, they recognized that the course list would 
grow over time, providing students more and more options. College policy states that “students may not use 
more than one course to meet both the requirements of an academic minor and the prerequisites or 
requirements of a concentration.” The committee thought this rule would help all concentrators and the advisor 
to develop a viable plan for the minor. They asked Prof. Florida to provide an updated course list that included 
all crosslists and approved the attached final minor proposal. 

PROGRAM IN ENTREPRENEURSHIP (PIE) 

The College of Engineering submitted the attached proposal that LSA students be able to earn a certificate in its 
Program in Entrepreneurship (PIE). Many LSA students already are participating in this program, and the 
committee viewed it as an academic opportunity that should be recognized on their transcripts. Since all students 
earn a degree from the University of Michigan, the committee thought this program would enhance the education 
of LSA undergraduates. They approved the Program in Entrepreneurship for LSA students effective Fall 2010. If 
this decision is ratified by the Executive Committee, Assistant Dean Evans Young will follow-up with the 
Graham Sustainability Institute about resubmitting a similar request, previously denied. New undergraduate 
certificate programs will be considered on a case by case basis. 

DOUBLE MINOR PETITION  

While recognizing that German and Swedish are very different languages, the committee denied the attached 
double minor petition from German. The college created academic minors to achieve academic breadth rather 
than depth in a particular area. Accordingly, college policy states, “Students may not elect a concentration and 
an academic minor, or two academic minors, in the same department or program, unless a specific exemption 
to this policy is noted in the academic minor description in the LSA Bulletin.” Since the student named in the 
petition could include all of her educational experience in a resume, the committee did not think she would lose 
that much by not having both minors recorded on her transcript. They also were concerned that making an 
individual exception to college policy would set a dangerous precedent for other students and departments.  

COURSE APPROVAL REQUESTS 

1. STATS 250 (350) was approved for a change from NS distribution to MSA effective F11. 

2. Two new interdisciplinary courses were approved effective F11:  

a. HISTART 354/ANTHRCUL 354, Art, Science, and Technology 

b. UC 256, Twenty Two Ways (part of a Sophomore Year Initiative) 

Distribution approval was deferred pending more discussion. 

ACADEMIC JUDICIARY PROCESS 

Esrold Nurse, Associate Dean for Student Academic Affairs, submitted the attached information about the 
Academic Judiciary Process. As chair of the Curriculum Committee, Dean Phil Deloria asked everyone to review 
it prior to a discussion in February. 

The meeting was adjourned at 5 pm. 

Next meeting:  Subcommittees, February 1 
 Course Approvals, February 8, 3-5 pm 
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The LSA Curriculum Committee recognizes and endorses the importance placed on writing
throughout the curriculum, as affirmed by the Faculty’s adoption of the First Year and Upper Level
Writing Requirements into the LSA Faculty Code. The Committee further recognizes the significant
role of writing in fostering and consolidating student learning even in courses that are not
designed to be writing intensive.

We encourage faculty to integrate regular and varied modes of writing into their courses as an
effective reinforcement of course content. Under certain circumstances, the Curriculum
Committee may suggest that a proposed course would benefit from longer or more frequent
opportunities for student composing:

Distribution Credit
Courses for which distribution credit is requested can benefit from a strong writing
component, due to the opportunity it provides students to express in their own words their
understanding of the important paradigms, principles, ideas, accomplishments, and modes
of analysis characteristic of the field and discipline. When distribution credit is requested,
the Curriculum Committee’s main concern is whether the proposed course content
addresses the area distribution guidelines; at the same time, the Committee encourages all
faculty to consider incorporating appropriate forms of writing into their courses. It is
understood that the role and style of writing in different distribution areas will take a
variety of different forms. Writing assignments may range from formal, revised essays, lab
reports, or research reports as a primary means for assessing student learning, to short
reflections, responses, or blogs that complement exams and other forms of assessment.

Credit Hours and Course Level
On occasion, the Curriculum Committee will conclude that a proposed course should have
its content augmented to match the number of credit hours or the course level requested.
When that happens, the Committee may suggest increasing the frequency or length of
writing assignments, precisely because of the value the Committee places on writing. The
Committee always invites alternative suggestions from the course proposer, who may have
another vision of how the course could be enhanced.

Faculty are invited to consult the Sweetland Writing Center at swcinfo@umich.edu for assistance
designing writing prompts and for examples of how writing can be incorporated into and foster
student learning in a variety of disciplines.
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UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN Cover Sheet 
College of Literature, Science, & the Arts NEW ACADEMIC MINOR PROPOSAL FORM 
  

 
LSA students pursuing a BA or BS degree may opt to complete one or more academic minors in order to broaden their 
educational experience outside their area of concentration. Proposals must be approved by the LSA Curriculum Committee 
and meet the following criteria: 1) require no fewer than 15 credit hours in addition to any prerequisites; 2) provide 
structure and coherence, not simply a total number of credits elected at random; and 3) contain some upper-division 
courses. For policies and administration, click on Academic Minors. For alphabetical list of approved minors in the LSA 
Bulletin, click on Academic Minor Programs. 
  
Department/Academic Unit Islamic Studies Program 

Title of Academic Minor Islamic Studies  

Number of Credits:  16   Prerequisites    None          Required Courses (min/max if applicable)   AAPTIS 262 + 4 other courses 

Approved by Dept/Unit Curriculum Committee  n/a             Date: ____________ 

Approved by Chair or Director      Nancy K. Florida            Date:__11/22/10______ 

Attach a memo on departmental letterhead with the following information: 

1. Brief statement of the goals of the minor along the lines of those listed in the College Bulletin. 
2. Intended audience for the minor. 
3. Summation of prerequisites and requirements for the minor for inclusion in the College Bulletin. 
4. Description of how each course requirement would contribute to the educational goals, structure and coherence of the minor. 
5. List of concentrations and academic minors in other departments/units whose students should be prohibited from electing this 

minor, due either to significant overlap of requirements or to proximity of subject matter. 
6. Departmental staff responsible for advising students in planning and completing this minor. 
7. Brief supporting statement (one or two paragraphs) explaining the rationale for creating this minor. 

Signatures of approval are required from all other departments/units with courses included in this minor (attach extra sheet if 
necessary). Please note: Signature of Chair/Director implies a commitment that the department 1) plans to offer the course on a routine 
basis, and 2) does not think that the added students in these courses will preclude their own concentrators from getting into the courses. 
Before submitting proposal: a) send modifications to each chair/director asking for approval via email; b) type each unit’s name and signer 
below, and c) forward all email approvals to Pam in one batch. 

 

Department/Program 
Musicology    

Sociology    

Anthropology    

Near Eastern Studies   

Asian Languages & Cultures  

History of Art    

History    

American Culture   

Chair/Director (obtained signatures for all departments listed below) 

James M. Borders  12/6/2010 

Alford A. Young, Jr.  12/6/2010 

Tom Fricke  12/2/2010 

Michael Bonner  11/30/2010 

Donald Lopez  11/30/2010 

Matthew Biro  11/27/2010 

Joel Howell  12/2/2010 

Gregory Dowd  12/13/2010 

We have obtained approval signatures from all of the above departments and chairs. 
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NEW ACADEMIC MINOR PROPOSAL  

Department/Academic Unit Islamic Studies Program_ 
Name of Academic Minor  Islamic Studies ____________ 
Effective Term     Fall 2011____________________ 
Date of Submission   December 16, 2010 

Requirements 

Min/Max # 
credits 

At least 16 credits  

Prereqs none 

Required 
courses 
(state 
minimum # of 
credits for 
upper-level 
courses) 

AAPTIS 262 (Introduction to Islam)  4 credits 

Four other courses on Islam or Muslim societies from at least two different world regions 
(possible courses listed below), two of which must be upper-level courses with one elected at the 
400-level. 

Advising The Director of the Islamic Studies Program will be responsible for advising students with a 
minor in Islamic Studies. 

Exclusions none 

Other  
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Islamic Studies Academic Minor Proposal 
 
1. Brief statement of the goals of the minor: 

The interdisciplinary minor in Islamic Studies minor is designed to provide a basic familiarity with the 
religion of Islam and its various expressions in different world contexts.  The minor will acquaint the 
student with the emergence and historical development of Islam as a world religion and to the historical 
and contemporary experience of Muslim peoples from at least two different world cultures. 
 

2. Intended audience for the minor: 

The intended audience includes anyone with an interest in Islamic religion and its cultural and historical 
expressions.  This might be a useful minor for students with concentrations in History, Anthropology, Near 
Eastern Studies, Asian Studies, and Political Science. 

 
3. Summation of prerequisites and requirements for the minor: 

 There are no prerequisites.   

Requirements include AAPTIS 262 (Introduction to Islam) and four other courses on Islam or on Muslim 
societies, two of which must be upper-level courses with one at the 400-level.  To ensure a breadth of 
contextual engagement, the student will be required to elect courses that reflect at least two different 
regional foci from among the following possibilities:  

  Middle East and North Africa 
  Sub-Saharan Africa 
  Iran and South Asia 
  East and Southeast Asia 
  Central Asia 
  Europe and the Americas  
 
 Students undertaking the minor will be required to formulate a coherent minor plan in consultation with the 

Islamic Studies advisor and will be encouraged to adopt an interdisciplinary approach to the subject of 
Islam.   

 Language courses may not be counted toward the minor.  At least twelve of the sixteen required credits for 
the minor must be elected at the University of Michigan or at an overseas program associated with UM. 

 
4. Description of how each course requirement would contribute to the educational goals, structure and 

coherence of the minor. 

 AAPTIS 262 (Introduction to Islam), which is taught by several NES faculty, does what its name implies: it 
provides a comprehension introduction to Islam as a world religion.  The course begins with an exploration 
of the rise of Islam, with a special focus on its fundamental sources, the Qur’an and the Traditions of the 
Prophet, and then proceeds through an examination of the historical development of Islamic civilizations 
and of the beliefs and practices of Muslim subjects.   

 The breadth requirement will provide the student with an awareness of the variety in the expression of 
Islam, requiring courses that focus on Islam or Muslim societies in at least two different world contexts.  

 
5. List of concentrations and academic minors in other departments/units whose students should be prohibited 

from electing this minor. None. 
 

6. Departmental staff who will be responsible for advising students in planning and completing the minor: 

 The Director of the Islamic Studies Program will advise students electing the minor. 
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7. Brief supporting statement. 

 There is a growing body of students with an interest in Islam and its historical and contemporary 
expressions in various world contexts.  The interdisciplinary minor in Islamic Studies will allow these 
students to undertake a guided and coherent program that will explore these varied expressions of Islam in 
our world. It is designed to give students the opportunity to plan a structured and articulated series of 
courses that will result in a fundamental understanding of Islam and an intellectual engagement with Islamic 
beliefs, practices, and societies in at least two world cultures.  This will be the only academic program at 
UM whose focus is on Islam and its expression in Muslim societies. Unlike the AAPTIS and MENAS 
concentrations and minors, the focus of this minor is not restricted to a single world region; nor does it have 
a language component as do the AAPTIS concentration and minor and the MENAS concentration. 

 
Courses that may be used to fulfill the minor requirements 
 
Islamic Studies courses (general: without specific regional focus) 
AAPTIS 262       Introduction to Islam 
HISTORY 2XX (in process) Islamic World History 
AAPTIS 361       Jihad in History 
AAPTIS 365    The Prophet Muhammad in Islam 
AAPTIS 462       The Rise of Islam 
AAPTIS 465     Islamic Mysticism 
AAPTIS 467    Shi’ism: The History of Messianism and the Pursuit of Justice in Islamdom 
AAPTIS 468    Islamic Law 
AAPTIS 469    Islamic Intellectual History  
AAPTIS 495    Gender & Sexuality in Pre-Modern Islam  
AAPTIS 4XX (in process) Modern Islamic Movements in Comparative Perspective 
HISTART 285    Islamic Visual Culture 
MUSICOL 343    Music and Islam 
SOC 490     Women & Islam 
 
Islamic Studies courses: Middle East & North Africa 
AAPTIS 331    Introduction to Arab Culture: Race, Ethnicity and Gender Issues 
AAPTIS 339    Turkey: Language, Culture, Society between East and West 
AAPTIS 381    Introduction to Arabic Literature in Translation 
AAPTIS 459    Ottoman Turkish Culture 
AAPTIS 461    The First Millennium of the Islamic Near East 
AAPTIS 368    Women and War in the Middle East 
ANTHRCULT 409   Peoples and Cultures of the Near East & North Africa 
HISTORY 355    The Ottoman Enterprise 
HISTORY 443    Modern Middle Eastern History 
 
Islamic Studies courses: Sub-Saharan Africa 
** See notes below. 
 
Islamic Studies courses: Iran & South Asia 
HISTORY 325     The History of Islam in South Asia 
AAPTIS 464    Perso-Islamic Civilization  
 
Islamic Studies courses: East and Southeast Asia  
ASIAN 3XX(in process) From Mystic Saints to Holy Warriors: Islam in Southeast Asia 
 
Islamic Studies courses: Central Asia 
HISTORY 340    From Genghis Khan to the Taliban: Modern Central Asia 
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Islamic Studies courses: Europe & the Americas 
AAPTIS 335    African-American Religion between Christianity and Islam 
AMCULT 215    Introduction to Arab-American Studies 
AMCULT 235 From Harems to Terrorists: Representing the Middle East in Hollywood Cinema 
 
 
*************************************** 
 
**Note:  There are a number of topics courses (all of which have been offered multiple times) that may be used 
to fill the requirements of the minor: 
 
A few of these are: 
 
AAPTIS 491    Islam and Black America: From Slavery to Hip-Hop 
AMCULT 205    American Cultures: Muslims in America 
AMCULT 498  Humanities Approaches to American Culture  

Why do they Hate Us: Perspectives on 9/11 
HISTORY 357    Topics in African History: Islam in Africa   
HISTORY 391    Topics: Muslim Immigrants in Europe 
HISTORY 397    History Colloquium: Iran Thirty Years after the Revolution 
COMPLIT 367    Topics: Islam and the West 
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LSA Bulletin Text 

ISLAMIC STUDIES MINOR 
 
The Islamic Studies Program offers an interdisciplinary academic minor for students 
who wish to gain a basic familiarity with the religion of Islam and its various 
expressions in different world contexts. The minor acquaints students with the 
emergence and historical development of Islam as a world religion and to the 
historical and contemporary experience of Muslim peoples from at least two 
different world cultures. 
 
Students undertaking the minor are required to formulate a coherent minor plan in 
consultation with the Islamic Studies advisor; the plan formulated will reflect an 
interdisciplinary and cross‐regional approach to the subject of Islam.  Appointments 
with the Islamic Studies academic advisor are scheduled in the ISP office 734‐763‐
5408, or by email (address). 
 
Prerequisites:  None 
 
Requirements: 
 
Requirements include AAPTIS 262 (Introduction to Islam) and four other courses on 
Islam or on Muslim societies, two of which must be upper‐level courses with one of 
these to be elected at the 400‐level.  To ensure a breadth of contextual engagement, 
the student is required to elect courses that reflect at least two different regional 
foci from among the following possibilities:  

      Middle East and North Africa 
    Sub‐Saharan Africa 
    Iran and South Asia 
    East and Southeast Asia 
    Central Asia 
    Europe and the Americas  
 
Constraints: 

Language courses may not be counted toward the minor.  At least twelve of the 
sixteen required credits for the minor must be elected at the University of Michigan 
or at an overseas program associated with UM. 
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To:  LSA Curriculum Committee 
From:  James Holloway 

Date: 1/1/11 
Re: Approval of the Program in Entrepreneurship (PIE) for LSA Students 

 
 
 
In compliance with the LSA Curriculum Committee procedures, the Associate Dean for 
Undergraduate Education (College of Engineering) is seeking approval from this 
committee to offer the Program in Entrepreneurship (PIE) as an option for students 
seeking a degree in the College of LSA.  This program is currently in place for students 
in the College of Engineering (CoE).    
 
Introduction to Entrepreneurship Education 

Founded in the winter of 2008, The Center for Entrepreneurship (CFE) exists to 
empower University of Michigan students, faculty, and staff to pursue entrepreneurial 
achievements that improve lives and drive the economy.  The CFE was initiated when 
the College of Engineering Committee on Entrepreneurial Environment and Programs 
realized that young inventors can help stimulate the Michigan economy.   
 
There is tremendous opportunity for students to flourish in the entrepreneurial 
ecosystem: The University of Michigan contains experts and leaders in all areas of 
study; there is significant support and encouragement for students from the local 
business community; and the University has an extensive global network of influential 
alumni. The Committee acknowledged that there were already a number of potential 
entrepreneurs at the University of Michigan, but that these individuals felt isolated and 
generally did not feel encouraged or enabled to pursue their entrepreneurial ambitions.  
Thus, a center for entrepreneurship was created in the College of Engineering to help 
University of Michigan inventors, especially student innovators, to bridge the gap 
between innovation and market implementation.   
 
As part of its academic initiative, the CFE launched a number of entrepreneurship 
courses intended to expose students to the entrepreneurial mindset, teach them about 
the entrepreneurial process, and give them direct experience with entrepreneurship in a 
supportive classroom environment. To date, the CFE has sponsored the creation of nine 
entrepreneurship courses. 
 
Introduction to the Program in Entrepreneurship 
In the fall of 2008, the CFE introduced the Program in Entrepreneurship (PIE), an 
academic subplan comprised of nine credits of courses related to entrepreneurship.  The 
primary purpose of the PIE is to give students a formal structure through which they 
can acquire fundamental entrepreneurial skills and safely undertake their own 
entrepreneurial endeavors.  The program is designed for students who want to start a 
company, join a small company upon graduation, innovate within a large organization, 
or simply learn about entrepreneurship because of its increasing importance in the 
economy. While venture creation is not the ultimate goal of the PIE, it is worth noting 
that several PIE alumni have gone on to launch their own company.   
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Although the CFE is part of the College of Engineering (COE), the PIE and all CFE-
sponsored entrepreneurship courses are open to all University of Michigan students, 
regardless of school or major.  All students that satisfy the PIE requirements receive a 
certificate of completion from the CFE upon graduation from the University.  However, 
until now, only COE students (both undergraduate and graduate) have had the PIE 
annotated on their official transcript, with the exception of certain business students.1 
 
Intended Audience 
It goes without saying that entrepreneurship is not exclusive to engineering.  Not only 
do great entrepreneurs come from a wide range of academic, professional, and 
personal backgrounds, successful entrepreneurial projects are often those that 
incorporate feedback from multiple points of view.  The Center for Entrepreneurship 
frequently stresses the importance of multidisciplinary teams; especially in regards to 
social entrepreneurship (the creation of financially viable enterprises that emphasize 
societal impact over monetary profit), where experts from the social sciences are 
fundamental to the success of projects.  Therefore, everyone stands to benefit from the 
inclusion of LSA students in the blossoming local entrepreneurial ecosystem. 
 
In fact, LSA students are already participating in the PIE.  Since its inception in fall 
2008, a total of 118 students have declared the PIE.  Of those 118 students, 54 (or 
36%) have come from outside of the COE.  Of those 54 students, 27 (50%) have been 
undergraduate LSA students.  That means that LSA students represent 23% of the total 
number of students enrolled in the PIE.  To date, 30 students have declared the PIE in 
the fall 2010 term.  Of that 30, 13 (or 43%) have been LSA students. Clearly, there is 
considerable demand from LSA students for entrepreneurship education. 
 
The LSA undergraduate students participating in the PIE come from a wide range of 
majors, including: Economics, Informatics, Psychology, Political Science, Sociology, 
International Studies, and Communications.  Despite their different backgrounds, these 
students share in common a passion for entrepreneurship and a determination to create 
their own future. The CFE is committed to helping these students realize their dreams, 
and to making the University of Michigan and the city of Ann Arbor productive and 
attractive entrepreneurial communities. 
 
We believe that LSA students participating in the PIE deserve to have this academic 
accomplishment recognized on their transcript.  Moreover, we know that there are 
countless LSA undergraduate students taking entrepreneurship courses. For example, in 
the fall 2010 term, 80 LSA students enrolled in ENGR 407 Distinguished Innovator 
Speaker Series (currently, a required course for the PIE and the introductory course to 
entrepreneurship).  However, many of them are deterred from enrolling in the PIE 
because it will not be officially recognized by their home school.  If the PIE is officially 
approved for LSA students, we expect many more to participate in the program.  
 
Program in Entrepreneurship Structure 

To declare the Program in Entrepreneurship (PIE), students must be at the sophomore 
level or higher, and in good academic standing (G.P.A of 2.0 or higher). To complete 
                                                      
1
 Individual students from the Ross School of Business have been able to successfully petition their home school to have 

the PIE annotated on their transcript, with the assistance of the CFE.  
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the Program in Entrepreneurship (PIE) students must take at least one class from each 
of four categories – required, core, elective, and practicum – for a minimum total of 
nine credits.  A core course may be used to fulfill an elective requirement. 
 
The Program in Entrepreneurship uses established classes from the College of 
Engineering, Ross School of Business, Zell Lurie Institute of Entrepreneurial Studies, 
School of Art & Design, School of Information, and College of Literature, Science, & the 
Arts.  In addition, the Center for Entrepreneurship designs new entrepreneurship 
courses to address relevant themes not covered by existing classes.  Students are also 
encouraged to petition to have an additional course count as a PIE core or elective 
requirement.   
 
All courses must be taken for a grade, with the exception of the Entrepreneurship 
Seminar, which is only offered pass/fail.2  It is possible for students to take 3-6 of the 9 
credits within LSA (elective and/or core course).  

The four requirements for completion of the PIE are: 

1. The Entrepreneurship Seminar (1 credit) 
2. A Core Course in Entrepreneurship (min 3 credits) 
3. An Elective Course in Entrepreneurship (min 1 credit) 
4. The Entrepreneurship Practicum (min 3 credits) 

 
1. Entrepreneurship Seminar: Distinguished Innovators Speaker Series (1 

credit; pass/fail)  

For this one-credit, pass/fail seminar (ENGR 407 [Pass/Fail]), the CFE invites successful 
entrepreneurs to speak to students about their experiences.  Lectures are held weekly, 
for one hour.  This course is intended to expose students to entrepreneurship and to 
inspire them to undertake their own endeavor through interaction with business 
leaders, venture capitalists, attorneys, and other individuals involved in emerging 
business models, new venture creation, and technology commercialization. Past 
speakers include: Tim Westergren, the Chief Strategy Officer and Founder of Pandora 
Media; Dean Kamen, Inventor of the Segway; Joel Martin, Eminem's Producer and 
Founder of 8 Mile Style Music; Robert Wolfe, Co-Founder of Moosejaw; and Jay Adelson, 
former CEO of Digg.  

2. Core Course in Entrepreneurship (3-4 credits; graded)  

Core courses in entrepreneurship offer a broad introduction to entrepreneurship, and 
show students how innovative ideas are turned into viable businesses. Core classes are 
often project-based, and designed to guide students through the entrepreneurial 
process.  At least 80% of the curriculum needs to focus on entrepreneurship for it to be 
considered a core course in the framework of this program.  

                                                      
2
 This document reflects the current structure of the program.  However, starting fall 2011, all courses must be taken for 

a grade to count for the Program in Entrepreneurship. Thus, the required course will change from ENGR 407 
Distinguished Innovator Speaker Series to ENGR 417 Discussion Group for Distinguished Innovator Speaker Series. 

309



Two examples of courses that could be used to fulfill this requirement are: 

 ENGR 390.002 – Intro to Social Entrepreneurship (3 credits) 

Instructors: Moses Lee and Nick Tobier. Prerequisite: None. Students will be 
provided with a broad conceptual framework to social entrepreneurship.  Students 
will explore the skill sets necessary to respond to complex social needs in order to 
effect change in creative and sustainable ways.   

 

 ENGR 390.003 – Business Basics for Entrepreneurs (3 credits) 

Instructor: Peter Adriaens Prerequisite: None. 
This course gives students the skills to understand how an entrepreneurial 
organization creates, delivers and captures value.  

3. Elective Course in Entrepreneurship (1-4 credits; graded)  

Elective courses focus on entrepreneurship, or relevant, auxiliary topics, such as 
entrepreneurial ownership, intellectual property, business skills, marketing, and general 
industry trends. Although the central theme of these courses is entrepreneurship, 
broader latitude is given to subject matter.   

Two examples of classes that could be used to fulfill this requirement are: 

 ECON 412.002 – The Economics of Entrepreneurship 

 Instructor: Daniel Ackerberg. Prerequisite: ECON 402 or Graduate standing 
This course will apply insights from economic theory to the practice of starting a 
new business or expanding a current business.  

 
 

 PSYCH 487.001 – Entrepreneurship: Its Social and Psychological Basis 

 Instructor: Oscar Ybarra. Prerequisite: PSYCH 111, 112, 114 or 115 

Entrepreneurship, to many people, is difficult to define and can represent a 
mysterious outcome by which new businesses are started. Entrepreneurship, 
though, not only involves the creation of new firms, but it can also occur within 
existing organizations-whether in the pursuit of profit or other social goals. In this 
course a major focus will thus be on the concept and study of opportunities, which 
we will pursue by considering the social context in which they are embedded and 
the psychological and behavioral processes that influence their creation, 
recognition, evaluation, and exploitation.  

4. Entrepreneurship Practicum (3 credits; graded)  

The practicum is a self-directed project-based course, designed to give students 
firsthand experience in entrepreneurship.  Students have two options: they may work 
on their own business idea or they may intern with a startup ventures in Southeast 
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Michigan for academic credit. Through this course, students will learn how to assess the 
viability of a business concept, along with the steps involved in starting a company.   

All students enrolled in the practicum meet weekly to share lessons learned from their 
experiences, receive feedback and guidance on their projects, and hear from guest 
speakers. At the end of the semester, students hand in a final report and give a 
presentation to a panel on what they did and what they learned during the semester.   

Students are not expected to launch a business following the course. In fact, there is no 
penalty for discovering that an initial idea is not workable.  Rather, the goal of the 
practicum is to transfer entrepreneurship knowledge and skills to students through 
practical exercises.  The ability to adapt or pivot is one such fundamental skill.    

The expected workload of the practicum is estimated to be 9-12 hours per week for a 
14-week period. Enrollment in the practicum is by application only.  

There are currently two different practicum courses: 

 ENGR 490.094 Entrepreneurship Practicum 
 ENGR 490.009 Social Venture Creation Practicum 

The Entrepreneurship Practicum accepts projects from a wide range of industries, while 
the Social Venture Creation Practicum is dedicated exclusively for students that wish to 
launch a socially-oriented enterprise.  The internship option is only available for the 
Entrepreneurship Practicum. 

Accessibility, Support, and Advising 
Because the PIE uses established courses and current faculty advisors, no special 
resource issues exist.  Also, because the coursework is not concentrated in a single 
course, we do not anticipate any capacity issues. 
 
Advising for interested or declared students will be handled through the Center for 
Entrepreneurship Academic Programs Office.  The CFE Academic Programs team – 
including the Assistant Director, Programs Manager, and Programs Assistant – will 
assist students with course selection, academic planning, and program registration; and 
will maintain relevant academic records for the program. 
 
Conclusion 

The Program in Entrepreneurship is a unique and valuable educational opportunity for 
LSA students.  We hope that you will approve it for the earliest possible effective date, 
so that LSA students can take full advantage of this Program, and have their 
participation officially recognized.    
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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  LSA Curriculum Committee 
FROM: Johanna Eriksson, Concentration Advisor for Swedish 
  Karl-Georg Federhofer, Concentration Advisor for German 
DATE: 12/3/2010 
RE:  Petition for Dual Minor within the German Department 
 
Lindsay Preseau (ID: 16705545) is a graduating LSA senior (April 2011) in Linguistics. 
Lindsay is both a Scandinavian and a German minor. 
 
According to LSA policies, “an academic minor in the Department of Germanic 

Languages is not open to students with a concentration or another academic minor in 
the Department of Germanic Languages and Literatures.” 
 
We petition to waive the above regulation on behalf of Lindsay as none of her courses 
overlaps between the two minors.   
 
Upon graduation, Lindsay will pursue a graduate program in Scandinavian and 
German Linguistics, either at Berkeley or in Sweden; and it would be beneficial if her 
transcript were to reflect the entire scope of her completed academic work.  
 
Below, you will find the coursework that Lindsay uses towards the minors: 
 
Scandinavian:     German 
Scand 325 (4 credits; Fall 2008)   German 325 (3 credits; Fall 2007) 
Scand 325 (4 credits; Winter 2009)   German 326 (3 credits: Winter 2008) 
Scand 442 (3 credits; Winter 2009)   German 426 (3 credits; Winter 2008) 
Stdabrd 462: Viking Age (4 credits; Winter 2010)  German 375 (3 credits; Fall 2008)  

English 501 (3 credits; Fall 2010)  
       German 385 (3 credits; Winter 2011) 
Total: 15 credits     Total: 18 credits 
 

Please do not hesitate to contact us (johannae@umich.edu; kallimz@umich.edu) if we 
can be of assistance in your deliberations. 
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LS&A Course Approval Request Form - Course 
Modification

Unit Approval

Name: Date:

LSACC:   
P.Rinker 01/25/2011 

LSAXC:   
P.Deloria 01/25/2011 

Non-LSA Unit:   
  

Department Chair Approval

Name: Date:

  
Tailen Hsing 01/19/2011 

Effective Term: Fall 2011 or 2012 Duration: Indefinitely

Home Dept: LSA Statistics Course ID: 001957 

Home Course: STATS 250   

Course Title: Introduction to Statistics and Data Analysis   

Credit Hours UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0 Course Level: UGRD 

  

MODIFICATIONS

 CURRENT REQUESTED

Meets Distr Req NS MSA 

Distr Support Stmnt: Statistics has requested that the distribution change be delayed until Fall 2012 to 
allow more time for an orderly transition for students and the department. MSA 
courses focus primarily on the mathematical and statistical tools used to support the study 
of the natural and social sciences. Rather than mathematical manipulation or computation, 
these courses focus on the methodology used to analyze quantitative information to make 
decisions, judgments and predictions. This involves defining a problem by means of 
numerical or geometrical representations of real-world phenomena, determining how to 
solve it, deducing consequences, formulating alternatives, and predicting outcomes.

Supporting 
Statement

While we agree STATS 250 also satisfies the description of MSA, it is not clear why it is 
more MSA than NS. A key issue in this determination seems to be what qualifies as natural 
phenomena. Statistics plays an increasingly important role in science. Ultimately this is 
because randomness is a fundamental phenomenon that must be dealt with carefully in 
scientific investigations. There’s no dispute that biological processes, chemical reactions 
and formations of galaxies are natural phenomena. However, one can easily make a case 
to also view randomness as a kind of natural phenomenon --- even if one believes the 
world is completely deterministic, randomness can still arise from incomplete observations. 
Some STATS courses, including STATS 250 and now 280, engage in observing randomness, 
experimenting with randomness, modeling randomness, forming testable hypotheses about 
randomness and testing those hypotheses. As such, it is plausible they also satisfy NS. We 
appreciate the careful work of the curriculum committee. Having made our argument, if the 
committee still feels strongly about the distribution change, we will go along. 

313

pjmoran
Highlight

pjmoran
Highlight



LS&A Course Approval Request Form - New Course

Unit Approval

Name: Date:

LSACC:   
  

LSAXC:   
  

Non-LSA Unit:   
  

Department Chair Approval

Name: Date:

  
Matt Biro 12/16/2010 

  
Tom Fricke 12/16/2010 

Effective Term: Fall 2011 Duration: Indefinitely

Home Dept: HISTART Course ID:  

Home Course: HISTART 354   

Cross-Listings: ANTHRCUL 354   

Course Title: Art, Science, and Technology   

Transcript Title: Art, Science & Tech Time Schedule Title: Art, Science & Tech

Short Course Descr: This multi-media, interdisciplinary seminar is devoted to exploring the global history and 
present-day expressions of the relationship between art, science, and technology, and how 
they are integrated. To this end we will cultivate both a new visual literacy and a new 
literacy in science and technology. 

Extended Crs Descr: The Arts and Sciences, the “twin engines of creativity,” more often than not, are thought of 
as completely different processes and products. This is wrong. Our multi-media, 
interdisciplinary seminar is devoted to exploring the global history and present-day 
expressions of the relationship between art, science and technology, and to showing how 
they are integrated. To this end we will cultivate both a new visual literacy and a new 
literacy in science and technology. Among our subjects are: the invention of visualizing 
technologies such as the microscope and PET scan and the types of images and meanings 
they have generated; cognitive maps and cartographic art; bio-art and genetically-
engineered life forms; Darwinism and visual culture; Japanese anime; robots and cyborgs; 
and posthumanism.

Credit Hours UG Full 4.0 Course Level: Undergraduate Only 

Components-Hours: LEC-3 hpw, DIS-1 hpw Graded Component: LEC

Credit Type: Regular Grading Scheme: A-E

  Y Grade (Cont.): No

Repeat for Credit? No Max Times Crs Can Be Elected:

Max Total Credits:

Elect More Than Once in Same Term?:

Course 
Requirements:

12-15 page research paper. First a short abstract (250-300 words) of theme/topic and 
three bibliographic resources, followed by a first draft. Student groups in discussion 
sections will read portions of and critique each others' drafts. I will highlight some 
exemplary ones and post on C-tools with a brief discussion in the lecture. In addition there 
will be several quizzes and two essay-style exams. Grades are based on attendance, class 
participation, and exam results. Lectures also stress the "how" to read a book/article. Texts 
are not just to be mined for "factoids" but approached as sources of good writing: 
constructing an opening argument, marshaling and presenting evidence, using images and 
figures, graphs and maps effectively, narrative coherence and liveliness, etc.
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Intended Audience: Students in history of art, anthro (and medical anthro), life sciences, art & design, 
philosophy, etc.

Class Format: Lecture 3 hrs weekly plus 1 hr discussion section led by GSIs (no new funding needed).

Assessment: CRLT evaluations and a midterm evaluation given by GSIs.

Expected Class Size: 100

Instructor Name: Jennifer Robertson Official Title: Professor

Meets Distr Req: ID

Distr Support Stmnt: "Truly" interdisciplinary under expanded definition for ID: Interdisciplinary courses 
combine in roughly equal measure the approaches within two or three of the primary 
distributions (HU, NS, and SS) in order to examine the differences and similarities between 
disciplines and explore alternative ways of discovering and organizing knowledge. 
Interdisciplinary work is primarily concerned with crossings and connections between areas 
of knowledge, inquiry, and method.

Supporting 
Statement

This multimedia course effectively expands the repertory of History of Art courses and 
pursues a rigorous interdisciplinary, synergistic approach to the exploration of creativity, 
knowledge-making, theory-building, and socially engaged interventions. Lectures, 
discussion, readings and films work symbiotically to broaden the dialogue between the arts 
and sciences, generate ideas that will stimulate students’ intellectual curiosity, and to raise 
awareness of the contributions that artists and scientists have and can make to local and 
global challenges. There is no other course like it in History of Art (or in Anthropology, 
where it will be cross-listed).
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LS&A Course Approval Request Form - New Course

Unit Approval

Name: Date:

LSACC:   
  

LSAXC:   
  

Non-LSA Unit:   
  

Department Chair Approval

Name: Date:

  
Phil Deloria 01/13/2011 

Effective Term: Fall 2011 Duration: Indefinitely

Home Dept: University Courses Course ID:  

Home Course: UC 256   

Course Title: Twenty Two Ways   

Transcript Title: Twenty Two Ways Time Schedule Title: Twenty Two Ways

Short Course Descr: This topics course, designed for sophomore exploration, provides a multi-disciplinary 
investigation of natural science, social science, and humanities approaches to issues 
surrounding food. Featuring single lectures from the College’s best teachers, the course 
offers students perspectives on health, environment, social relations, economics, politics, 
and culture. See Course Guide for term offerings. 

Extended Crs Descr: This course, designed for sophomore exploration, provides a multi-disciplinary investigation 
of natural science, social science, and humanities approaches to issues surrounding food. 
Featuring single lectures from the College’s best teachers, the course offers students 
perspectives on health, environment, social relations, economics, politics, and culture. 

Sample proposal: Twenty Two Ways to Think About Food: A Course for Sophomores. The 
food we eat—but rarely produce—makes up our bodies, defines our environments, shapes 
global and local economies, constrains our politics, reveals our social relations, and creates 
rich layers of cultural meaning. It offers an excellent occasion for us to explore the different 
ways we make and categorize knowledge within the university and, in particular, the liberal 
arts. In this course, we will use food to explore seventeen disciplinary and five 
interdisciplinary approaches to knowledge, ranging from biology, physics, and chemistry 
(among other natural sciences), to political science, psychology and sociology (among 
other social sciences) to philosophy, English, and visual culture studies (among other 
humanities) to Women’s Studies, and International Studies (among other interdisciplinary 
programs). Students will acquire both a sophisticated multidisciplinary knowledge of the 
larger issues surrounding food and human life and a more particular understanding of their 
own place and options with the liberal arts. See attached syllabus for details. 

Credit Hours UG Full 3.0 Course Level: Undergraduate Only 

Components-Hours: LEC-3 Graded Component: LEC

Credit Type: Regular Grading Scheme: A-E

  Y Grade (Cont.): No

Repeat for Credit? Yes Max Times Crs Can Be Elected: 2

Max Total Credits: n/a

Elect More Than Once in Same Term?: Yes

Course 
Requirements:

Varies by topic, instructor, and number of credits. For sample proposal: Three short 
writing assignments, each addressing a different element of the course. The first paper 
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addresses simple research objectives; the second, an experiential learning experience; the 
third engages a self-reflective, integrative learning objective. The final project requires 
collaborative group work: the definition of a problem, multi-disciplinary research, and 
collective decisions about format and presentation. It is accompanied by public 
presentation and self-reflection components. Participation during in-class discussions, L-
tools, and Q/A with visiting speakers will offer additional evaluative opportunities and will 
influence final grades. 

Intended Audience: First-semester sophomores who are uncertain about concentrations, rethinking initial plans 
to major in pre-med or to apply successfully to the Business School, or otherwise interested 
in exploring the disciplines and understanding the College of LSA. 

Class Format: Two 1.5 lectures per week. Grader plus peer facilitation. 

Assessment: Since one major goal of the course is to serve as a venue for self-reflection on student 
learning and meta-cognition concerning the place of the disciplines, the third paper 
assignment offers an explicit opportunity for evaluating the success of the course’s goals. 
In addition, the course will feature a mid-term CRLT assessment and an assessment 
questionnaire at the conclusion of the course.

Expected Class Size: 75

Meets Distr Req: ID

Distr Support Stmnt: "Truly" interdisciplinary under expanded definition for ID: Interdisciplinary courses 
combine in roughly equal measure the approaches within two or three of the primary 
distributions (HU, NS, and SS) in order to examine the differences and similarities between 
disciplines and explore alternative ways of discovering and organizing knowledge. 
Interdisciplinary work is primarily concerned with crossings and connections between areas 
of knowledge, inquiry, and method.

Supporting 
Statement

The course is one of a number of pilot curricular offerings being proposed for FY 2011/2012 
as part of a Sophomore Year Initiative. The sophomore year has long been considered a 
difficult moment for students navigating the four-year university or college. The excitement 
of the first year has worn thin, and students encounter what has variously been called “the 
sophomore slump,” “the sophomore black hole,” “the sophomore malaise” or any number 
of other gloomy descriptors. These problems are not unique to the University of Michigan; 
indeed, they are part of an ongoing national discussion. A 2003 study of 440 four-year 
institutions showed that while 80.6% of first-year students returned to enroll as 
sophomores, only 70.7% of those students remained enrolled as juniors one year later. 
Among all students who drop out of college, according to the Department of Education, 
about two-thirds as many do so in their second year as in the first year. In the University of 
Michigan’s reaccreditation self-studies in both 2000 and 2010, the sophomore year has 
been identified as a point of opportunity for the College and the University as a whole. The 
goals of the initiative are multiple: to find ways for students to explore academic paths with 
intentionality and agency; to engage them with the intellectual riches of the University; to 
help them understand, value, and articulate the importance of the liberal arts; to retain at-
risk and underperforming students and offer additional mechanisms for their success; to 
(re)invigorate faculty interest in undergraduate teaching and to create new faculty 
partnerships; to build and consolidate program synergies within Undergraduate Education 
and across the range of LSA departments and programs. The challenge, as we have 
identified it, is to build a set of experiences that will offer sophomores who may be 
struggling: the opportunity to consolidate their coursework and self knowledge in a way 
that offers them a pathway into future interests and a concentration; new, focused, high-
impact experiences that will energize their learning and help them develop pathways into 
future interests and a concentration; and an understanding of the sophomore year as a 
time of exciting intellectual work; an embrace of the year as an opportunity rather than a 
time of anxiety—something that is not a pinch-point at which their educational careers 
stall, but rather a hinge-point around which those careers blossom 

There are a number of pieces involved in the initiative. One of the most important is 
curriculum. Our aim is to innovate, pilot, adapt and institutionalize sophomore curricula 
aimed at assisting students map their place in the disciplines, view concentrations as points 
of aspirational focus, and gain understanding of tacit knowledges and strengths. Whenever 
possible, such courses should meet College distribution requirements. In many ways, 
several of these courses are aimed precisely at making good sense of a liberal arts 
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distribution; our distribution requirements, in an ideal world, would be viewed not as 
hurdles but as opportunities to develop a rich, informed, open mind. We are proposing to 
pilot five new categories of sophomore course, with the understanding that subsequent 
years may see additional course offerings in these categories.  

The present proposal represents one of those categories. “Twenty Two Ways” courses will 
be radically multidisciplinary, designed to expose sophomore students to the questions and 
methods of a wide range of disciplines over the course of a single semester, through the 
vehicle of a single course. They address another long-term goal articulated by the Provost, 
that of new models (often problem-centered) for multi- and inter-disciplinary teaching. At 
the same time, they will also seek to bring students through an integrative learning 
experience that helps them map the College and find their place within the world of the 
liberal arts. 
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Art, Science & Technology 
Professor Jennifer Robertson 

Fall 2011 

The Arts and Sciences, the “twin engines of creativity,” more often than not, are thought of as 
completely different processes and products. This is wrong. Our multi-media seminar is devoted to 
exploring the global history and present-day expressions of the relationship between art, science and 
technology, and to showing how they are integrated. To this end we will cultivate both a new visual 
literacy and a new literacy in science and technology. Among our subjects are:  the invention of 
visualizing technologies such as the microscope and PET scan and the types of images and meanings 
they have generated; cognitive maps and cartographic art; bio-art  and genetically-engineered life 
forms; Darwinism and visual culture; Japanese anime; robots and cyborgs; and posthumanism. 

Course Requirements 

Research paper: chose a theme/topic in the readings that you are especially interested in exploring 
further. (Be sure to read the complete syllabus and skim over the readings for the semester in making 
your choice.)  An abstract (250-300 words) of your choice of theme/topic, including a tentative title and 
three bibliographic resources, is due in class on 8 February. The research paper, due in class on 19 April, 
should be 2,800 words (about 8 pages, 350 words/page, not including captions, endnotes, or references 
cited). An abstract is a self-contained, short, and powerful statement that describes a larger work. 
Components vary according to discipline; an abstract of a social science or scientific work may contain 
the scope, purpose, results, and contents of the work. An abstract of a humanities work may contain the 
thesis, background, and conclusion of the larger work. An abstract is not a review, nor does it evaluate 
the work being abstracted. While it contains key words found in the larger work, the abstract is an 
original document rather than an excerpted passage. (See the complete document on abstracts in C-
tools.) 

Assignment for each class:  Prepare a discussion question on the readings (it must be typed and turned 
in during class). Note on how to write a discussion question: A good discussion question has the 
following characteristics: it must be relevant, that is, it must generate ideas from and about the 
literature and material in question. A relevant discussion question directs the respondent back into the 
literature and material, and not away from them.  A well-crafted discussion question also provides a 
framework or context that establishes the general parameters of and for discussion.  Finally, a good 
question is one that you yourself are capable of answering in part and/or leading a discussion about. 
That is because a really good question requires one to engage with the literature and material in a way 
that promotes understanding and generates ideas.  

In addition to completing the readings and assignments for each class and section meeting, students 
will complete several quizzes and two essay-style exams. Attendance is mandatory; roll will be taken in 
lecture and section, and all absences must be approved.  Course grades are based on attendance, class 
participation, and exam results. Note that I do not use percentages for each of the above variables in 
averaging your final grade as this not only is logistically impractical but may also be (wrongly) 
perceived as a way to “game the system.” I am looking for intellectual engagement and improvement 
over the course of the semester.  Your peers will set the “curve” based on their scholarly performance. 
Refer to C-tools for the syllabus, class schedule, assignments, readings and exam dates.  Make full use 
of all the resources on C-tools; I have assembled them for your benefit!  
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3 required texts (available at local bookstores and on reserve in the undergraduate library:   

• Arthur Miller, Einstein, Picasso: Space, Time, and the Beauty That Causes Havoc (2002);  
• Karel Čapek, R.U.R. (Rossum’s Universal Robots) (1921);  
• Susan Napier, Anime from Akira to Princess Mononoke: Experiencing Contemporary Japanese 

Animation (2000).  

All other required readings are available on C-tools. 

Seminar Objectives 

• To provide a recognition of the diversity of the visual experience in the arts and sciences. 
• To gain an understanding of the power of images, signs and symbols.  
• To develop an understanding of current and historical  applications of the visual experience in 

science and cultural settings. 
• To develop an understanding of the varied ways in which visual sense is employed in the 

process of constructing knowledge and interpreting experiences.  

Weekly Schedule 

Jan 06:  Introduction and Concepts 

Jan 11:  Creativity in Art and Science 

Readings: C-Tools: Bohm (“On creativity” and “On the relationships of science and art” from 
On creativity, 1996) 

Film:  Excerpts from “Le Mystere Picasso” (2003 [1956], 35183-D, 77 mins) 

Jan 13:  Creativity in Art and Science 

 Readings:  Miller, Einstein, Picasso (pp. 1-83 and notes) 

Jan 18:  Creativity in Art and Science 

Readings: Miller, Einstein, Picasso (pp. 85-213 and notes) 

Jan 20:  Creativity in Art and Science 

Readings: Miller, Einstein, Picasso (pp. 215-267 and notes) 

Jan 25:  Charles Darwin, Natural Science, and Visual Arts 

Readings: C-tools: Darwin (“General principles of expression” [chps. 1-3] from The expression of 
the emotions in man and animals, 1872; commentaries by Paul Ekman, 1998 edition) 
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Jan 27:  Charles Darwin, Natural Science, and Visual Arts 

Readings: C-tools: Donald (“’A mind and conscience akin to our own’: Darwin’s theory of 
expression and the depiction of animals in nineteenth-century Britain” from Endless forms:  
Charles Darwin, natural science and the visual arts, 2009) 

Feb 01:  Charles Darwin, Natural Science, and Visual Arts 

Readings: C-tools: Prodger (“Darwin’s art collection,” “Illustration and illusion,” and “Art, 
experience, and observation,” from Darwin’s camera: Art and photography in the theory of evolution, 
2009) 

Feb 03:  Photography and Anthropology 

Films:  “Eyes of empire. Images : 150 years of photography” (1991, VIDEO 24493-H, 26 mins); 
“African artistry: technique and aesthetics in the work of the Yoruba master sculptor Ebo 
Shegbe” (1993, 49590-D, 13 mins) 

Feb 08:  Photography and Anthropology 

Readings: C-tools: Banta and Hinsley (“Photography in the Service of Anthropology,” from Site 
to Sight: Anthropology, Photography, and the Power of Imagery, 1986) 

Feb 10:  Photography and Anthropology 

Readings: C-tools: Banta and Hinsley (“Social and cultural anthropology: Responses and 
responsibility in the photographic encounter,” from From Site to sight: Anthropology, photography, 
and the power of imagery,1986) 

Film: “Trance and dance in Bali” (photography by Gregory Bateson and Jane Belo ; written and 
narrated by Margaret Mead, 1937-39) (831-H, 22 mins) 

Feb 12:  Photography and Anthropology 

Readings: Mead (“Visual anthropology in a discipline of words,” from Principles of visual 
anthropology, 1975) 

 Film: “Margaret Mead: taking note” (1981, 608-H, 60 mins) 

Feb 15:  Visualizing Technologies 

Readings: C-tools: Heesen (“News, paper, scissors: Clippings in the sciences and arts  around 
1920,” from Things that talk: Object lessons from the arts and sciences, 2004) 

Note: The study guide for the first exam will be posted on c-tools. 

Feb 17:  Visualizing Technologies  

Readings:  C-tools: Dumit (“Objective Brains, Prejudicial Images,” Science in Context, 1999) 
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Note: You must provide me with a blue book by 23 Feb (Wed) at the latest. You can give it to 
me or the GSI in class, or put it in my mailboxes (101 West Hall or 107C Tappan Hall).  I will 
return them at the exam on 24 February. 

Feb 22:  Visualizing Technologies 

Readings: C-tools: Jacobs (“Introduction,” and “Artography,” from Strange maps: An atlas of 
cartographic curiosities, 2009). 

 Films: “Mapping of history, the history of mapping” (1980, H9485 DVD, 30 mins); “Many ways 
to see the world” (2006, VIDEO-D 47617-D, 30 mins) 

Feb 24:  First Exam 

Feb 26 (noon)—Mar 7 (8:00 a.m.) Mid-Winter Recess 

Mar 08:  Anime  

 Readings: Napier (pp. 3-38 and notes)  

 Film:  “The birth of Astro Boy (Atomu)” (1963, 10 mins) 

Mar 10:  Anime 

Readings: Napier (pp. 39-102 and notes)  

 Film:  Excerpts from “Akira” (1988) and “Ranma ½” (1989) 

Mar 15:  Anime  

Readings: Napier (pp. 103-156 and notes)  

Film: Excerpts from “Ghost in the shell” (1995)  

Mar 17:  Anime 

Readings: Napier (pp. 157-256  and notes)  

 Film:  Excerpts from “Barefoot Gen” (1983) 

Mar 22:  Robots and Cyborgs 

 Readings:  Čapek (pp. vii-24) 

Mar 24:  Robots and Cyborgs 

 Readings:  Čapek (pp.25-84) 
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 Mar 29:  Robots and Cyborgs 

Readings:  C-tools: Robertson (“Robo sapiens japanicus:  Humanoid robots and the posthuman 
family,” Critical Asian Studies, 2007)   

Mar 31:  Genetics and Bioart  

Readings:  C-tools: Kac (“Transgenic art” and “GFP bunny,” from Telepresence and bioart: 
Networking humans, rabbits and robots, 2005) 

 Apr 05:  Genetics and Bioart 

Readings:  C-tools: Kac (“Genesis,” and ”The eighth day,” from Telepresence and bioart: 
Networking humans, rabbits and robots, 2005) 

Apr 07:  Genetics and Bioart 

Readings: C-tools: de Menezes  (“Art: in vivo and in vitro,” from Signs of life: bioart and beyond, 
2007); Catts and Zurr (“Semi-living art,” ibid); Davis (“Cases for genetic art,” ibid); Michaud 
(“Art and biotechnology,” ibid) 

Apr 12:  Posthumanism 

Readings: C-tools: Gray (“Slouching toward the posthuman—does participatory evolution 
require participatory government,””The cyborg body politic,” and  “Citizenship in the age of 
electronic reproduction,” from Cyborg Citizen, 2002) 

Apr 14:  Posthumanism 

Readings: C-tools: Gray (“The hopeful monsters of genetic engineering,” Cyborg families,” 
Sciences of the third millennium,” and “Posthuman possibilities,” from Cyborg Citizen, 2002) 

Film:  “Frankenstein” (1910, 10 mins) 

Note: You must provide me with a blue book by 15 April (Friday) at the latest. You can give it 
to me or the GSI in class, or put it in the mailbox on my office door (107C Tappan Hall).  I will 
return them at the exam on 19 April. 

Apr 19:  Second Exam 
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UC 256 Sample Topic 

TWENTY TWO WAYS TO THINK ABOUT FOOD: A 

COURSE FOR SOPHOMORES 
 

 
 
FALL 2011    Instructor:  Phil Deloria 
 
Overview 
 
This course will offer a fast-paced tour through a few of the disciplines (and the interdisciplines) to be 
found in the College of Literature, Science, and the Arts.  It will be a great deal of fun… but its purposes 
are deeply serious.    

 Why twenty two ways? Each day in this course will provide you an experience of different ways 
in which knowledge is produced.  In this sense, the course is multidisciplinary, for it offers a 
survey of the distinct ways that we as human beings have come to ask questions, to pursue 
answers, and to organize our thinking.  By encountering this rich diversity of human thought, 
directed at a single topic, you will (we hope!) develop a deeper understanding of your own ways 
of thinking. 

 Why food?  Can’t live without it!  Food offers an excellent organizing principle for a course 
such as this:  it literally makes our bodies, it defines our environments, it shapes our economies, 
it lubricates our social interactions, it is the occasion for our cultures… and more.  The 
production and consumption of food has always been a central human issue, and it makes a 
perfect problem for the kind of multi-sided contemplation we’ll take up in this class.     

 Why sophomores?  As first-year students, you may have been given the good advice to 
“explore.”  But by the end of the sophomore year, you need to choose a concentration and 
your time for exploration may be feeling a bit… um…cramped.  This course offers a chance for 
a compressed exploration of a number of disciplines in the Natural Sciences, Social Sciences, 
and the Humanities, as well as a chance to see a few truly interdisciplinary programs in action.   

 
The Necessary Stuff 
 
Readings:  This course has no books, but it does have a weekly reading load of between 50 and 60 
pages, mostly in the form of articles and chapters, blogs, and websites, available on (or linked to) the 
course CTools site. 
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UC 256 Sample Topic 

Grading and Course Requirements: You must complete all written and project work to obtain a grade 
in this course.  Grades will be calculated as follows: 
 

 Writing Assignment 1:  Food Trace Wiki (10%)  
 Writing Assignment 2:  Food Stamps Days reflection (20%)    
 Writing Assignment 3:  Integrative Learning reflection (15%) 
 Final Project:  Team Food project (40%) 
 Team project self-assessment (5%) 
 Final Presentation (10%)  

 
First Assignment:  A short (1-2 page) entry, uploaded to a course Wiki, that traces the (possible) 
movements of a single piece of food from its origins to its moment of human (or animal) 
consumption.     
 
Second Assignment:  The first part of this assignment involves living for two or more days on the 
baseline per-day allocation for a person relying upon foot stamps.  The second part involves a short 
(3-4 pages) meditation paper that examines the experience.  What strategies did you develop?  What 
kinds of food were you able, or not able to eat?  How might the experience inform your ongoing 
relationship to food?   
 
Third Assignment:  One of the goals of this course is to provide an opportunity for students to reflect 
upon their own practice of learning, the tacit knowledge and skills that they already possess, and the 
kind of story they plan to narrate about their education at the University of Michigan.  The third 
assignment has a very specific set of prompts that require more sustained thought than writing effort 
(3-4 pages).  
 
Final Projects:  Team Projects, format open, multidisciplinary.  Early in the semester, you will be 
placed on a team of peers with whom you will collectively frame a problem or question emerging 
from your engagements with food issues during the class.  Working collaboratively, develop a rich 
analysis using perspectives from disciplines in the natural sciences, social sciences, and humanities, 
and devise a format and presentation on your findings.  Formats can include media presentations, a 
wide range of web presentation possibilities, multidisciplinary grant proposals for future work, or 
dramatic or artistic presentations, among others.   Complete a teamwork self-assessment. 
 
Final Presentation:  A short presentation of your work to the class. 
 
Course Outline: 
 
Sept 7:   Course Introduction: Why think about food?  And how? 
 
Sept 12:  (1) Molecular, Cellular, Developmental Biology:   
Sept 14:  (2) Ecological and Evolutionary Biology:  
 
Sept 19: (3) Economics:  Professor James Adams: 
 

 Due: Writing Assignment One (Food Tracing) 
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UC 256 Sample Topic 

 
Sept 21: (4/5) American Culture/Ethnic Studies:  Phil Deloria (and friends)    
Sept 26: (6) Physics:  Professor Tim McKay 
 
Sept 28: (7) Chemistry:  Professor James Penner-Hahn  
 
Oct  3: (8) Psychology: 
Oct  5: (9) Sociology: 
 

 Due:  Writing Assignment Two (Food Stamp reflection) 
 
Oct 10:  (10) Philosophy 
Oct 12:  (11) English/Comparative Literature:  Professor Scotti Parrish 
 
Oct 17:  Fall Break: No Class 
Oct 19:  (12) The Business of Food: Ari Weinzweig, Zingerman’s 
 
Oct 24:  (13) Linguistics: 
Oct 26:  (14): Public Health:   
 
Oct 31:  Midterm Assessment, Final Project Check-in and Assistance; Halloween Food 
Nov 2:  Mapping the Disciplines/Mapping Your Story:  Kerin Borland, Career Center and 
 Chris Bass, Michigan Research Community 
 
Nov  7: (15) Statistics 
Nov 9:  (16) Math:   
 

 Due: Writing Assignment 2: Integrative Learning Exercise 
 
Nov 14: (17) Political Science 
Nov 16: (18) Communications Studies:  Professor Susan Douglas 
 
Nov 21: (19) Screen Arts and Cultures:   
Nov 23:  Film: Food Inc. 
 
Nov 28:  (20) Women’s Studies:   
Nov 30: (21)  International Studies:  
 
Dec  5: (22) Complex Systems:  Professor Scott Page 
Dec 7:  Disciplines, Interdisciplines, Multidisciplines:  A Final Mapping 
 
Dec 12:   Final Project Presentations 
 
Final Exam Time:  Final Project Presentations  
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UC 256 Sample Topic 

Some Additional Necessary Stuff 
 
Course Outcomes:  
 

 Students will develop a rich, problem-centered understanding of the complex dimensions 
involved in food, health, and resource issues at multiple scales (local, regional, national, 
global).  

 Students will develop a rich, problem-centered understanding of the complex dimensions 
involved in food, health, and resource issues from a wide range of disciplinary perspectives. 

 Students will develop an enriched understanding of the liberal arts, of the Humanities, Natural 
Sciences and Social Sciences, of the role of disciplines in the production of knowledge, and of 
the nature of multi- and inter-disciplinary inquiry 

 Students will develop skills in analysis, critical thinking, presentation, and team-based 
intellectual work 

 Students will explore tacit knowledges and integrative learning as a way of assimilating 
course knowledge to the intellectual pathway that will carry them through a concentration and 
into a career or graduate education. 

 
 
Statement on Disabilities:  The University will make reasonable accommodations for persons with 
documented physical (hearing, sight, mobility), psychiatric, or learning disabilities.  Students should 
notify the Disabilities Services Office of any special needs.  If you are eligible for and require 
academic adjustments or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor at least 
two weeks prior to your need for accommodation. 

Statement on Plagiarism:  “Plagiarism is representing someone else’s ideas, words, statements, or 
other work as one’s own without proper acknowledgment or citation. Examples of plagiarism 
include:  

 Copying word for word or lifting phrases or a special term from a source or reference, 
whether oral, printed, or on the internet, without proper attribution.  

 Paraphrasing, that is, using another person’s written words or ideas, albeit in one’s own 
words, as if they were one’s own thought.  

 Borrowing facts, statistics, graphs, or other illustrative material without proper reference, 
unless the information is common knowledge, in common public use.  

If you have questions about what constitutes plagiarism or other issues of academic misconduct, 
please see the College’s website:  www.lsa.umich.edu/academicintegrity/ or check in with any of 
your instructors.   
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LSA Office of Student Academic Affairs 
Presentation to the LSA Curriculum Committee 
January 25, 2011 

Academic Integrity in the College of Literature, Science, and the Arts 

THE OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT DEAN FOR STUDENT ACADEMIC AFFAIRS 

Among the primary responsibilities of the Assistant Dean for Student Academic Affairs is leadership of the LSA 
Academic Judiciary Committee and oversight of the academic judiciary processes in the College. The Assistant 
Dean is responsible for ensuring that a fair and judicious process exists for adjudicating cases of academic 
misconduct when the LSA Community Standards of Academic Integrity may have been violated. The Office of the 
Assistant Dean works to promote and maintain a high degree of academic integrity in the College.  

LSA COMMUNITY STANDARDS OF ACADEMIC INTEGRITY  

The LSA undergraduate academic community, like all communities, functions best when its members treat one 
another with honesty, fairness, respect, and trust. The College holds all members of its community to high 
standards of scholarship and integrity. To accomplish its mission of providing an optimal educational environment 
and developing leaders of society, the College promotes the assumption of personal responsibility and integrity 
and prohibits all forms of academic dishonesty and misconduct. Academic dishonesty may be understood as any 
action or attempted action that may result in creating an unfair academic advantage for oneself or an unfair 
academic advantage or disadvantage for any other member or members of the academic community. Conduct, 
without regard to motive, that violates the academic integrity and ethical standards of the College community 
cannot be tolerated. The College seeks vigorously to achieve compliance with its community standards of 
academic integrity. Violations of the standards will not be tolerated and will result in serious consequences and 
disciplinary action. 

LSA ACADEMIC INTEGRITY QUIZ 

All new, incoming students to LSA are required to complete an on‐line academic integrity quiz.  Prior to the 
Summer Orientation Program, all new students receive from the Assistant Dean for Student Academic Affairs a 
request to complete this on‐line quiz.  Of the 3,600 new students in 2010, some 95 percent of them had 
completed the survey prior to the first day of classes in September.  This quiz represents the first step in 
communicating to our students the LSA Community Standards of Academic Integrity. 

LSA STUDENT HONOR COUNCIL 

“The LSA Student Honor Council promotes a culture of integrity on campus by encouraging the practice of 
academic honesty. We partner with students, faculty and administration to facilitate adherence to College of LSA 
academic integrity policies. The goal of honor council is to bring together the University of Michigan community 
by educating the College of LSA on the importance of honorable behavior in the conduct of scholarship. The honor 
council hosts multiple student and faculty centered events each term in order to promote a culture of integrity on 
campus. The honor council also evaluates college and departmental academic integrity policies and practices, with 
the goal of providing recommendations for their improvement. LSA Student Honor council representatives also sit 
in on academic misconduct hearings with the Dean of Student Academic Affairs to give the student perspective on 
the process. While its main focus is “academic” integrity, the honor council strives to instill principles of integrity 
beyond the classroom into all aspects of the LSA undergraduate experience.” (2011 Student Honor Council 
Member Application.) 
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Role of the Academic Judiciary Committee in LSA 

 Guide the College in matters of student academic dishonesty, including cheating, plagiarism and 
dishonesty.   

 Help communicate scholarly expectations to all members of the College. 
 Help promote attitudes and practices to fulfill these expectations. 
 Serve as an appeal board in order to preserve due process for the accused student of academic 
misconduct, particularly:  (1) when sanctions may involve suspension or expulsion; and (2) when students 
and/or faculty are dissatisfied with the decision of the Assistant Dean.  Note the committee has no 
authority to impose sanctions. 

 Assist in the development of educational efforts to help to inform students  
 Help communicate College values and the implications of academic misconduct. 

 
Academic Judiciary Committee Members 2010‐2011 

 
Faculty Members 
 
Netta Berlin, Lecturer IV 
Classical Studies 
 
Robin Burnham, Associate Professor 
Ecology & Evolutionary Biology 
 
Robin Coleman, Associate Professor 
Communication Studies & CAAS 
 
Ken K. Ito, Professor 
Asian Languages and Cultures 
 
Matthew Lassiter, Associate Professor 
History (and Arch. & Urban Planning) 
 
James T. Liu, Associate Professor  
Physics Department 
 
Silvia Pedraza, Professor 
Sociology and American Culture 
 
Ex Officios 
 
Esrold A. Nurse, Assistant Dean 
LSA Student Academic Affairs 
 
David R. Smith, Deputy Assistant Dean 
LSA Student Academic Affairs 

Student Members 
 
Erika Valdivieso, Senior 
Student Honor Council President 
 
Josephine Boakye, Senior 
Conc.: Psychology B.A. 
 
Zachary Ciullo, Senior 
Conc.: Honors, Psychology B.A. 
 
Mei Mei, Junior 
Conc.: Neuroscience B.S. 
 
Silvija Stoljevska, Senior 
Conc.: Political Science & Spanish B.A. 
 
Daniel Yoemans, Senior 
Conc.: Honors, Political Science B.A.  
 
Support Staff 
 
Debbie Walls, Executive Secretary 
LSA Student Academic Affairs 

 

Faculty members are appointed for two year terms, student members for one year terms by the Office of the 
Assistant Dean and approved by the LSA Executive Committee. 
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Chart 1: Academic Misconduct Reported, academic year 2009‐10 (n=171) 

plagiarism (80)

misrepresentation (8)

cheating on exam (22)

excessive collaboration (33)

 

Chart 2: Reports of Academic Misconduct, by Department, academic year 2009‐10 (n=171) 
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Chart 3: Outcome of Reported Cases of Academic Misconduct, academic year 2009‐10 (n=171) 

not responsible (26)

pending (2)

responsible (143)
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Chart 4: Academic Misconduct Reported, fall term 2010 (n=79) 

plagiarism (32)

misrepresentation (16)

cheating on exam (29)

excessive collaboration (2)

 

Chart 5: Reports of Academic Misconduct, by Department, fall term 2010 (n=79) 
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Chart 6: Outcome of Reported Cases of Academic Misconduct, fall term 2010 (n=79) 

not responsible (17)

pending (12)

responsible (50)
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MEMORANDUM 

 
 

TO: Members of the LSA Executive Committee 

FROM: Pam Rinker 

DATE: February 18, 2011 

SUBJECT: Summary of LSA Curriculum Committee Minutes 
for February 8, 2011 
 

1. Minutes of 1/25/11 were approved. 

2. Recommendations of the R&E Subcommittee were accepted. 

3. Course approval requests were acted upon. 

4. Modifications to four concentrations and one minor were approved. 

5. MOVESCI 240 / PHYSED 265 was approved for non-LSA credit toward 
degree. 
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LSA CURRICULUM COMMITTEE 
Minutes of February 8, 2011 

Present: Phil Deloria (Chair), Pallavi Abraham, Caroline Canning, Ellie Dertz, Tim Dodd, Phil Gorman, 
Stephen Garcia, Mika Lavaque-Manty, Neil Marsh, Tim McKay, Kristen Moore, Jennifer Myers, Sushama 
Pavgi, JoAnn Peraino, Pam Rinker, Catherine Sanok, Naomi Silver, Donna Wessel Walker, Evans Young, 
and Rebecca Zurier 

The meeting came to order at 3:10 pm. 

MINUTES 

Minutes of 1/25/11 were approved. 

R&E REPORT 

The committee accepted the recommendations in the attached R&E Subcommittee Report. 

APPROVE (7) 

New / Blanket 
 

1. AMCULT 374/HISTORY 374. The Politics and Culture of the “Sixties.” Matthew Countryman. F11 
2. HISTART 286. Art and Empire in Antiquity. Margaret Root. F11 
3. PUBHLTH/HMP 200/PUBPOL 210. Health and Society: Introduction to Public Health. Kenneth 

Warner. F11 
 

New / Topic-Specific 
 

4. ASIAN/AMCULT 276. India as Imaginary Homeland: An Introduction to Cultural Constructions 
of National Identity. Christi Merrill. F11 

 
Recertification / Blanket 

 
5. SOC/CAAS 303. Race and Ethnic Relations. Karyn Lacy. Sp 11 

 

Recertification / Topic-Specific 
 

6. ANTHRBIO 360. Race and Human Evolution. Milford Wolpoff. F11 
7. COMPLIT 260. Race, Racism and Ethnicity in the Francophone Space. Meets with Honors 251, 

Honors Humanities Seminar. Frieda Ekotto. F11 
 

COURSE APPROVAL REQUESTS 

1. The committee approved a total of 40 course approval requests: 7 new proposals; 28 
modifications; and 5 deletions (see Course Approval Appendix).  

2. UC 415, Methods in Research, was approved as a one credit course administered in the dean’s 
office to satisfy the Responsible Conduct of Research compliance requirement. Instructors from 
various natural and social science departments would teach sections for up to 25 students. As a 
follow-up, the committee questioned repeatability if significant content would overlap in each 
class. They also suggested creating two separate course numbers, one for NS and the other for SS, 
which would allow the NS version to be BS-eligible. 

334



LSA Curriculum Committee Minutes, 2/8/11 

  

3. UKR 320: The course itself was approved, but HU distribution was deferred pending additional 
information. This request will be reconsidered next week. 

4. SOC 489 was deferred. While the committee agreed that SOC 489 would provide an excellent 
academic experience, opinions were mixed about approving it for three credits or four. They were 
sympathetic to giving students credit for an additional ten hours a week in community involvement. 
They also acknowledged that the experiential component is integrated fully into the pedagogical 
goals of the course. Counting this experiential component for credit, however, would be an 
exception to college policy that defines credit as class contact with the instructor. The committee 
requested more information from the department, including the possibility of creating a separate, 
one-credit, experiential course number to be taken concurrently with a three-credit SOC 489. 

5. The following courses were approved for distribution or college requirement (effective F11 unless 
otherwise noted): 
a. HU: ARCH 357/UP 357 (W11); ASIAN 270/HISTORY 253; ASIAN 275;  

ASIAN 276/AMCULT 276; and WOMENSTD 317/HISTORY 317 
b. BS-eligible: ENVIRON 421 and MCDB 489 

CONCENTRATIONS 

The committee approved the attached modifications for four concentrations effective F11: 

1. English 
2. Math Secondary Teaching Certificate 
3. Physics 
4. Statistics 

ACADEMIC MINORS 

The committee approved the attached modification for the minor in Ukrainian Language, Literature, and 
Culture effective F11. 

KINESIOLOGY PROPOSAL 

The committee approved a request from the School of Kinesiology that students enrolled in MOVESCI 
240/PHYSED 265 receive non-LSA credit toward degree.  

The meeting was adjourned at 4:30 pm. 

NEXT MEETING: DISCUSSION 
                                   February 15, 2011 
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RACE & ETHNICITY SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT  
LSA CURRICULUM COMMITTEE 

February 8, 2011 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
The R&E Subcommittee recommends the following actions regarding R&E proposals: 
 
APPROVE (2) 
 
New / Blanket 

 
1. AMCULT / HISTORY 374. The Politics and Culture of the “Sixties.” Matthew Countryman. F11 

The purpose of the course is to explore the nature of American Society through a look at the social and 
cultural movements of the 1960’s and, more specifically, to examine the relationship between political 
and cultural change during that decade. The first half of the course puts the civil rights movements at the 
core of that project, specifically arguing that the cultural and political impact of the civil rights movement 
went far beyond the efforts of black southerners to achieve their full citizenship rights. The second half of 
the course then focuses on the interplay between the increasingly radical popular movements of the 
decade and the growing popularity of conservative politicians opposed to the demands of the so-called 
new social movements. Thus, this section of the course necessarily continues the discussion of the role of 
race in American society and politics, specifically examining both the frustrations felt by racial justice 
advocates at the political system’s failure to deliver on the promise of equal rights for all and the political 
anger of those who rejected calls for continued and expanded government action on racial issues.  
  

2. HISTART 286. Art and Empire in Antiquity. Margaret Root. F11 
Art and Empire in Antiquity explores the ways in which visual arts and built landscapes work as tools of 
imperial persuasion, ambition and legitimization.  Its historical focus is on hallmark monuments of 
ancient Egypt, Iraq, and Iran, with telling comparative glimpses of Classical Athens and early imperial 
Rome coupled with reflections on selected phenomena of modern-era artistic production and reception in 
empire within the Soviet Union and the United States.  At the onset, we integrate contemplations of 
“empire” as a multivalent, variable concept with historical overviews of the core civilizations of Egypt 
and the Near East.  The pivotal feature of this introductory discourse as presented in HISTART 286 are 
problematic of race, ethnicity, and religion—as markers of Otherness, catalysts of intolerance, and 
legitimizers of expansionist rationale; as tropes of outsider demonization (including gender- and race- 
charged features); and as tropes of gendered subjugation within insider communities reflecting 
particularities of social tensions in empire in various historical context in the purview of the course. 
 

3. PUBHLTH / HMP 200 / PUBPOL 210. Health and Society: Introduction to Public Health. Kenneth 
Warner. F11 
At the heart of the field of public health lies the issue of disparities in health and in health care, with less 
privileged minority groups and persons of low socioeconomic status experiencing often dramatically 
worse health outcomes and having far less access to quality health care. As but one example, in 2006 the 
infant mortality rate (IMR) for whites was 5.6, while that of African Americans was 13.3. In part this 
difference reflects differenced in health behaviors, economic and educational status, etc. However, 
significant differences persist even after controlling for such factors. In this course, as in the field of 
public health in general, we examine the roles of racism and culture in explaining why. Many people 
consider that the raison d'être of public health is social justice.  

 
New / Topic-Specific 

 
4. ASIAN / AMCULT 276. India as Imaginary Homeland: An Introduction to Cultural Constructions 

of National Identity. Christi Merrill. F11 
This course focuses on Indian identity both in South Asia and in diaspora, and is designed to help students 
begin to untangle the complicated connection between the colonial constructions of ethnic divisions, the 
manner those divisions then resulted in a horrifically violent partition of the subcontinent leading up to and 
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following Independence in 1947, and the ways those divisions continue to be the cause of violence some 
deem genocidal) today. While the subject of Partition will be mentioned in lectures, the readings will ask 
students to focus on the ways these ethnic categories became adopted in the nationalist struggle and 
continue to create divisions today. The stated intention has been to compensate for the historic inequalities 
in order to unify the citizenry; in practice, these differences continue to be used in postcolonial nationalist 
narratives to divide citizens against one another—both at home in India and in diaspora. Given the 
incendiary nature of this subject, every effort will be made to create an atmosphere where these differences 
are attended to without then seeming to champion one narrative of victimization against another, but to see 
how each can be used to justify ongoing cycles of violence.    

 

Recert / Topic-Specific 

 
5. ANTHRBIO 360. Race and Human Evolution. Milford Wolpoff. F11 

This is a course about race concepts and the study of the human biological difference as viewed through 
the relationship between human biological variation, the forces that have shaped our evolutionary history, 
and the interconnected ideas of race.  The course is viewed from history of science and biological 
perspectives, emphasizing a holistic anthropological perspective and seeks to guide students through a 
critical exercise in deconstructing popular notions of race, while developing a scientific understanding of 
how and why we actually vary from one another.  Thus, students will gain a deeper understanding of how 
scientific and popular concepts of race relate to one another.  Throughout the course, critical focus will be 
maintained on the use and abuse of science to create and validate classic concepts of racial difference. 
 

6. COMPLIT 260. Race, Racism and Ethnicity in the Francophone Space. Meets with Honors 251, 
Honors Humanities Seminar. Frieda Ekotto. F11 
Central to the Harlem Renaissance was the rehabilitation of the idea of blackness: with publications like 
“the New Negro,” and the rise of the African American middle class, African Americans for the first time 
started on a large-scale cultural movement which sought to create a legitimate place for the black person 
in American culture.  The Harlem Renaissance was fundamental to American culture, as it was extremely 
influential in helping Black Americans realize for themselves that the fact that they were black was not 
something that made them inhumane, that an American could also be black, and that the black American 
had a separate identity from the white. Similarly, the movement of Negritude, first conceived of in Paris 
in the early twentieth century by Aimé Césaire and Léopold Sédar Senghor, was one of the first instances 
where the “coloured” individuals of the French Empire met with one another in Paris, and realized that 
they were all being faced with the very similar structural inequalities of the French civilizing mission, 
which sought to dehumanize them because of their colour, which was linked to the barbarity.  Negritude 
therefore sought to rehabilitate the idea of the “black” to be able to link across all the French colonies -  
ranging from the Northern African territories of Algeria and Tunisia, the Afro-Caribbean territories of 
Martinique and Guadeloupe, and French African Territories like Senegal and Mali.   

 
Recert / Blanket 

 
7. SOC / CAAS 303. Race and Ethnic Relations. Karyn Lacy. Sp 11 

This course examines the central tensions underlying race and ethnic relations in the United States. For 
more than sixty years, sociologists have preoccupied themselves with the study of intergroup relations, 
assimilation, and racial and ethnic conflict. Indeed these issues have grown more complex and nuanced as 
the United States becomes more racially and ethnically diverse.  Our goal is to examine the social 
processes that facilitate or impede intergroup relations.  We will devote attention to: 1) theoretical debates 
in the conceptualization and analysis of race and ethnicity; 2) developing an historical understanding of 
the social and political meaning of race and ethnicity; 3) understanding how various racial and ethnic 
groups construct and use their social identity. 
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PROPOSAL TO MODIFY AN EXISTING CONCENTRATION/PROGRAM  
 

Department/Unit:   English Language and Literature 
Name of Concentration: English 
Effective Term:   Fall 2011 
Date Submitted:   1/4/2011 

 
Complete all applicable fields. Also attach revised text for inclusion in LSA Bulletin. 

                     Current Requirements Modified Requirements (type “same” if no changes) 

Min # credits 27 30 

Prereqs ENGLISH 297, 298 ENGLISH 298 

Required 
courses 
(state minimum 
# of credits for 
upper-level 
courses) 

 One upper level course in poetry; otherwise the 
same requirements for upper-level courses 

Subplans/tracks  Same 

Electives  Same 

Cognates  Same 

Advising  Same 

Exclusions  Same 

Dept. Honors 
(optional) 

  

Other   
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UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN         COVER SHEET 
College of Literature, Science, & the Arts CONCENTRATION MODIFICATION PROPOSAL FORM 
 

 

Department/Program:   Mathematics  

Concentration Title:  Secondary Mathematics Teaching Certificate 

Effective Term: FALL 2011 

Approved by Chair/Director          Curtis Huntington  

Date: 1/11/11 

 

 

                      Current Requirements Modified Requirements  

Min # credits   

Prereqs The math prerequisites for the teaching 
certificate program are Math 217 and one 
term of computer programming, EECS 183 or 
equivalent. 
 

Prerequisite to concentration in Secondary 
Mathematics Teaching Certificate is one of the 
pair of courses 215 & 217, 255 & 217, 285 & 
217, or 295 & 296.  Additionally, students must 
complete one term of computer programming, 
EECS 183 or equivalent. 

 
 
For Part I of the requirements of the Secondary Mathematics Teaching Certificate degree, the 
Mathematics Department would like to remove the sentence 
 

"The math prerequisites for the teaching certificate program are Math 217 and one term of 
computer programming, EECS 183 or equivalent." 

 
and replace it with 
 

"Prerequisite to concentration in Secondary Mathematics Teaching Certificate is one of the pair of 
courses 215 & 217, 255 & 217, 285 & 217, or 295 & 296.  Additionally, students must complete 
one term of computer programming, EECS 183 or equivalent." 

 
Everything else remains the same. 

341



 

To:    LSA Curriculum Committee 

From:   August Evrard 
  Associate Chair of Undergraduate Studies 
  Department of Physics 
 
Date:  February 3, 2011 

Subject: Concentration Requirements - PHYSICS 351 

 

Physics 351 is designed to replace an existing course, Phys 451, Methods of Theoretical Physics. 
Students entering 400 level courses in the Physics Department require a broad range of mathematical 
tools. Students were taking Phys. 451 too late in their studies to prepare them for the 400-level core 
courses (mechanics, electricity and magnetism, statistical physics, and quantum mechanics). As a result, 
many students entering 400 level courses in the Physics Department do not have the mathematical skills 
necessary to master the material in these courses. Many instructors find that the mathematical 
preparation of the students limits the course level they hope to achieve. Consequently, the proposed 
renumbering of this course clarifies where in the sequence of courses it should be taken. Physics 351 or 
equivalent will be a prerequisite for 400 level courses in the physics department. 
 
Changes to the Physics BS concentration will be as follows effective F11: 
 
Prerequisites to Concentration. Mathematics through MATH 216 (or the equivalent); PHYSICS 135/136 
and 235/236 or PHYSICS 140/141 and 240/241 (or PHYSICS 160/161 and 260/261); PHYSICS 340/341 and 
PHYSICS 351. 
 
Concentration Program. At least 27 credits in PHYSICS numbered 390 and above. A concentration plan 
must include: 

1. Core. PHYSICS 390, 401, 405, 406, and 453. 
PHYSICS 390, 401, 405, 406, and 453 must be completed with a minimum grade of a C- in each 
course and a cumulative average of C or higher. 
PHYSICS 401 and 405 should precede PHYSICS 453; PHYSICS 453 is a prerequisite to most 
courses numbered above. 

2. Advanced Laboratory. Any two of PHYSICS 441, 442 or 450. 
3. Electives. Two courses from among PHYSICS 402, 411, 413, 417, 430, 433, 435,  438, 452, 457, 

460, and 463. 
4. PHYSICS 451 or the equivalent; should precede PHYSICS 405 and 453.  

PHYSICS 419, 420, 481, and 489 may not be used to satisfy the B.S. degree requirements. 
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Changes to the Interdisciplinary Physics concentration will be as follows: 
 

Prerequisites to Concentration.   Mathematics through MATH 216 (or the equivalent); PHYSICS 140/141 

and 240/241 (or PHYSICS 125/136 and 126/236, or PHYSICS 135/136 and 235/236, or PHYSICS 160/161 

and 260/261); PHYSICS 340/341; and PHYSICS 351.  

Concentration Program. At least 24 credits, including at least 9 in PHYSICS courses numbered 390 and 

above. A concentration plan must include:  

1. PHYSICS 390. Two additional Physics courses at the 400 level. 

PHYSICS 390 and these 400 level Physics course must be completed with a minimum grade of a 

C- in each course and a cumulative average of C or higher.  

2. Fifteen credits of cognate courses as part of an interdisciplinary plan designed with the approval 

of a Physics concentration counselor.  
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STATISTICS CONCENTRATION     Effective Fall 2011 

 

Prerequisites to Concentration.  MATH 215 and 217; EECS 182 or 183; STATS 250, 280 or 

412.  (MATH 417 may not be substituted for MATH 217). 

 

The Statistics concentration program consists of at least 26 credits and must include the 

following courses:  

1. Core Statistics courses:  STATS 425, 426 and 500. 

2. Core Computing course:  STATS 406 

3. Additional Statistics courses:  At least one of STATS 415, 430, 470, or 480. 

4. Capstone course:  STATS 485 

5. Elective courses in Statistics, Mathematics, or EECS. These are advisor approved 

electives. The approved courses include: 

• STATS 404, 408, 449 

• 500-level and above Statistics courses 

• Any additional courses from #3 above 

• 400-level and above advisor approved MATH courses 

• 300-level and above advisor approved EECS courses 
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Department of Slavic Languages and Literature 
Office of the Chair 
3040 Modern Languages Building 
812 East Washington 
Ann Arbor, MI 48109-1275 
 

 
 

 

 

 

MEMO 

TO:  LSA Curriculum Committee 

FROM: Jennifer White, Slavic Languages and Literatures 

DATE: February 3, 2011 

SUBJECT:  Ukrainian Language, Literature, and Culture  

 

 

Academic Minor in Ukrainian Language, Literature, and Culture 

Category B: Eastern European Slavic Culture 

 Add UKR320 (An Introduction to Ukrainian Poetry) effective Fall 2011. 
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LSA Curriculum Committee 
Course Approval Actions 

2/8/2011   

1.
New
Fall 

2011

   

ASIAN 270 / HISTORY 253
Introduction to Premodern Korean Civilization
(UG Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Madhav Deshpande) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This course serves as a general introduction to Korean history and culture from earliest times to the nineteenth century. 
The goal is to see how time, space, gender, class, history, language, body, self, and salvation were defined and used in 
premodern Korea.

Meets Distr Req: HU

Repeat for Credit? No

Credit Exclusions: No credit will be given to students who have completed ASIAN 249/HISTORY 249.

Assessment: The course blog and wiki offers students with an opportunity to engage in a collaborative project of 
knowledge building and knowledge sharing. As part of their participation grade, students will be 
asked to respond to the issues raised in each class in blog or wiki form (i.e., it is an alternate form 
of taking attendance), but the grading will not reflect the quality or quantity of blogs and wiki links. 
The level of participation (in terms of both quality and quantity) is voluntary and driven entirely by 
student interest and understanding. For this reason, the course blog and wiki, I believe, will offer a 
fairly reliable picture of what the students were able to gain from the lectures and reading material. 
The blog and wiki will also provide a good sense of how interested they are in this material.

 

2.
New
Fall 

2011

   

ASIAN 275
Culture and Society in Modern India
(UG Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Varuni Bhatia) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This course proposes to examine modern Indian culture and society. It will focus on three interrelated themes of Indian 
culture, tracing their transformations from the pre-modern to the modern: religion, gender, and caste. It will pay particular 
attention to the manner in which various components of Indian culture were constituted in the colonial and postcolonial 
periods. 

Meets Distr Req: HU

Repeat for Credit? No

Assessment: 1. Quizzes will be used to assess students grasp over the factual content of the course. 2. Class 
participation and discussion as well as group projects will be used to assess students understanding 
and critical engagement with key issues.3. Weekly reading responses will be used to evaluate 
students' engagement with the reading material. This will also provide the instructor with a chance 
to assess and make adjustments regarding the readings. 4. Essays and group projects will be used 
to assess if students can make informed opinions about key issues in Indian culture and society. 
Students will be asked to meet with the instructor on a one on one basis after their first set of 
essays have been evaluated and returned to discuss areas of improvement. 5. Instructor will 
arrange for an in-class anonymous feedback session at midpoint of course and use this information 
to make course adjustments.

 

3.
New
Fall 

2011

   

ASIAN 276 / AMCULT 276
India as Imaginary Homeland: an Introduction to Cultural Constructions of National Identity
(UG Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Christi Merrill) 
 
Short Course Description:
   What is India? This course surveys novels, short stories, essays and films that ask what South Asian identity is in colonial 
and postcolonial India, including in diaspora. There is a midterm and final open-book examination, four short reaction papers, 
as well as reading note cards due every class. This course assumes no prior knowledge of South Asia.

Meets Distr Req: HU

Repeat for Credit? No

Assessment: It will be clear from reading the note cards, papers and examinations how the students are 
engaging with the material.

 

4.
New
Fall 

2011    

ASIAN 464 / HISTORY 470 / RELIGION 464
From Mystic Saints to Holy Warriors: Islam in Southeast Asia
(UG Full 3.0, Grad Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Nancy Florida) 
 
Short Course Description:

   Islam has taken many forms in Southeast Asia: from the sometimes otherworldly mysticism of Sufi saints to the hardliner 
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Islamist agendas of some contemporary jihadists. This course is an interdisciplinary exploration of these various forms of 
Islamic expression, viewing them through the lenses of history, culture, politics, and film.

Repeat for Credit? No

Assessment: Evidence in the team projects of the students’ ability to work together toward meeting their 
learning goals. Evidence in the written assignments and in classroom discussion of steadily 
increasing knowledge base together with a demonstrated progression in the development of critical 
reading skills. 

 

5.
New
Fall 

2011

   

MCDB 489
Microbial Genes and Genomes
(UG Full 3.0, Grad Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Lyle Simmons) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This course covers a broad range of pathways used by bacteria to replicate and maintain their genetic material. The course 
covers genetic, cell biological, biochemical, and modern genomic techniques. The course material is from the primary 
literature.

Meets Gen Req: BS

Repeat for Credit? No

Enforced Prereq's: BIOLOGY 305 and [MCDB 310 or 311], or BIOLCHEM 415, or CHEM 351, or graduate standing.

Assessment: The large number of quizzes throughout the term will provide constant feedback to the instructor on 
the progress the students are making in comprehending the assigned readings. The same is true for 
the in-class discussions: students who are struggling in this format can be identified and mentored 
in how to improve (e.g., regular visits to office hours). The instructor will meet with the Associate 
Chair of Curriculum after each term to discuss whether the educational goals of the class are being 
met.

 
BS Eligibility Supporting Statement:
   400-level MCDB courses fulfill the guidelines for BS eligibility.

 

6.
New
Fall 

2011

   

UC 415
Methods in Research for the Natural Sciences
(UG Full 1.0, UG Half 1.0, Grad Full 1.0, Grad Half 1.0) (Regular) (CR/NC) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This course covers the approaches to conducting research in the natural sciences. It includes the tools and methods of 
research, the processes for performing research, and the mechanisms for communicating research results. The responsible 
conduct of research is discussed.

Meets Gen Req: BS

Repeat for Credit? Yes
Max Times Crs Can Be Elected: 2
Max Total Credits: n/a
Elect More Than Once in Same Term? Yes

Permission To Enroll: Department

Assessment: During the initial offerings of this course it will be crucial to assess the effectiveness of the methods 
and materials. CRLT will be asked to help with mid-course evaluations.

 
BS Eligibility Supporting Statement:
   Natural Science research.

 

7.
New
Fall 

2011

   

WOMENSTD 317 / HISTORY 317
Women and Gender in European History, 1500-1800
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Dena Goodman) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This course explores the history of women and gender relations in European society and culture from the Protestant 
Reformation and the opening out to the New World through the French Revolution. 

Meets Distr Req: HU

Repeat for Credit? No

Advisory Prereq's: At least one course in WOMENSTD or HISTORY.

Assessment: Success of the course is accessed via: (a) improvement and performance in students' writing 
assessed at multiple stages including outlines, drafts, and final versions; (b) improvement and 
performance in participation and clear articulation of ideas, contributions to class atmosphere, and 
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ability to discuss and debate issues from multiple perspectives; and (c) the development of 
interdisciplinary understandings of content with ability to critically engage with materials from 
multiple perspectives.

 

8.
Mod
Fall 

2011
   

ANTHRARC 499
Undergraduate Reading and Research in Anthropology
(UG Full 1.0-3.0, UG Half 1.0-3.0) (Inds) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Advisory Prereq's Permission of instructor. None 

Permission To Enroll None Instructor 

 

9.
Mod

Winter 
2011

   

ARCH 357 / UP 357
Architecture, Sustainability and the City: Ideas, Forces and People that have Shaped the Built Envir
(Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Course Title Architecture, Sustainability and the City: Ideas, 
Forces and People that have Shaped the Built 
Envir 

Architecture, Sustainability, & the City: Ideas, 
Forces, People that Shaped the Built 
Environment 

Credits  UG Full 3.0 

Meets Distr Req  HU 

 

10.
Mod
Fall 

2011    

BIOLOGY 101
Energy, Food, and the Environment
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Cross-Listing  ENVIRON 101 

 

11.
Mod
Fall 

2011

   

BIOLOGY 282 / ENVIRON 282
General Ecology Laboratory
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Lynn Carpenter) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course BIOLOGY 282 EEB 372 

Cross-Listing ENVIRON 282 ENVIRON 372 

Short Course Descr This laboratory course introduces the basic 
concepts and methods used in ecological 
research. The laboratories consists of both field 
and laboratory research projects, field trips, 
computer simulations, and an independent 
research project that is designed by each 
student. 

This course combines a mixture of tools needed 
to become ecologically proficient. This includes 
applying the fundamental concepts from 
ecology, the protocol for conceptualizing and 
conducting experiments, the statistical tests 
used to test hypotheses, and the tools needed 
to present work through communication. The 
lab exercises have a mixture of ecological 
practices, field experiments, hypothesis testing, 
statistical analyses, and written/oral 
communication. 

 

12.
Mod

Spring 
2011

ECON 325 / POLSCI 332
Inequality in the United States
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Frank Thompson) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course ECON 325 ECON 425 
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Cross-Listing POLSCI 332 POLSCI 425 

Short Course Descr This course deals with inequality in the US. It 
examines the major economic, political and 
sociological explanations of inequality. It 
focuses on the extent to which institutions such 
as the family, neighborhoods, schools and the 
labor market either generate or elevate 
inequality. 

This course studies inequality in the United 
States (with comparisons to global inequality). 
It considers current, plausible, social scientific 
(especially economic and political) explanations 
of inequality in income, wealth, health, 
education, and political power, focusing on the 
extent to which interconnected social 
institutions create, maintain, or undermine 
inequality. 

Course Level Undergraduate Only UG/Rackham Grad W/ additional work 

Credits UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0 UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0 
Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 3.0 

Advisory Prereq's ECON 101 and 102, and POLSCI 111. POLSCI 111 

Enforced Prereq's 
(long) 

None ECON 401 

 

13.
Mod
Fall 

2011
   

ECON 404
Statistics for Economists
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0, Grad Full 4.0, Grad Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Credit Exclusions No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in ECON 405 or STATS 265, 311, 
400, 405, or 412. 

No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in ECON 405, or IOE 265, or 
STATS 280, 311, 400, 405, or 412. 

 

14.
Mod
Fall 

2011

   

ECON 405
Introduction to Statistics
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0, Grad Full 4.0, Grad Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Credit Exclusions No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in IOE 265, STATS 265, 400, or 
412. Students with credit for ECON 404 can 
only elect STATS 405/ECON 405 for 2 credits 
and must have permission of instructor. 

No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in IOE 265, or STATS 280, 400, 
or 412. Students with credit for ECON 404 can 
only elect STATS 405/ECON 405 for 2 credits 
and must have permission of instructor. 

 

15.
Mod

Spring 
2011    

ENGLISH 325
Art of the Essay
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 2.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Credits UG Full 3.0, UG Half 2.0 UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0 

 

16.
Mod
Fall 

2011

   

ENGLISH 340
Reading and Writing Poetry
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 2.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Course Title Reading and Writing Poetry Studies in Poetry 

Transcript Title Read&Write Poetry Studies in Poetry 

Time Sched Title Read&Writing Poetry Studies in Poetry 

Short Course Descr None This course studies and analyzes poetry using 
various topics and themes. Students write, 
critique, and formulate responses to poetry. 
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17.
Mod
Fall 

2011

   

ENVIRON 421
Restoration Ecology
(UG Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Anne Axel ) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Meets BS Req No Yes 

 
BS Eligibility Supporting Statement:
   The content of the course falls squarely in the field of ecology, as evidenced by the schedule of readings and coursework 
described in the attached syllabus. Furthermore, the course meets the requirements of a natural science course by focusing 
on the application of the scientific method through assignments that ask students to analyze the objectives, methods, and 
outcomes of ecological restoration research in peer-review journal articles (see attached assignments). In addition, students 
visit at least two field sites to either actively engage in a restoration activity or learn about a completed restoration project. 
Students also hone their observation and summary skills through virtual field trips to restoration sites (i.e., films), reading, 
and and analysis of both scientific and mainstream literature in the field of restoration science.

 

18.
Mod
Fall 

2011    

HISTORY 208
Topics in History
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 2.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Credits UG Full 3.0, UG Half 2.0 UG Full 3.0-4.0, UG Half 3.0 

 

19.
Mod
Fall 

2011

   

HISTORY 220
Survey of British History to 1688
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Michael MacDonald) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Short Course Descr None This course explores the history of England from 
before the Roman conquest (43 AD) to the 
Glorious Revolution (1688) while the country 
was unified under a single monarchy, 
dominated the British Isles, and fought terrible 
wars at home and abroad. Norman conquerors 
imposed a feudal regime giving a small elite of 
landholders immense power over the lives of 
the peasantry majority. The Black Death in the 
1350s led to the erosion of serfdom and 
ultimately the growth of capitalism. The 
Reformation shattered the unity of medieval 
Catholicism and resulted in a Protestant nation, 
but one torn by religious and political conflict. 
During the mid-1600s, England underwent the 
first modern Revolution in Western history and 
created a constitutional monarchy whose 
principles and institutions that were forerunners 
for the U.S. 

Credits UG Full 4.0, UG Half 3.0 UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0 

 

20.
Mod
Fall 

2011

   

MCDB 307
Developmental Biology
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Kenneth Cadigan, Pamela Raymond) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course MCDB 307 BIOLOGY 205 

Short Course Descr None This course is designed to give students an 
introduction to animal and plant developmental 
biology. The course covers embryological, 
genetic and molecular biological approaches 
towards studying how development occurs. 
Topics include: cell movement during 
gastrulation, control of cell division, cell-cell 
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communication and regulation of gene 
expression. 

Enforced Prereq's 
(long) 

BIOLOGY 305 BIOLOGY 162 or 163 or [BIOLOGY 171 and 
(172 or 174)] or 195 

 

21.
Mod

Winter 
2012

   

MILSCI 302 / UC 302
Leading Small Organizations II
(UG Full 2.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Enforced Prereq's 
(long) 

None MILSCI 301/UC 301 

 

22.
Mod
Fall 

2011

   

MILSCI 401 / UC 401
Leadership and Management
(UG Full 2.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Short Course Descr None This course studies military leadership, with a 
focus on development and interpersonal and 
group dynamics. Lecture-discussion course 
(with lab) provides insights into methods of 
visualizing, planning, and leading to achieve set 
goals. 

Enforced Prereq's 
(long) 

None MILSCI 302/UC 302 

 

23.
Mod
Fall 

2011

   

MILSCI 402 / UC 402
Military Professionalism and Professional Ethics
(UG Full 2.0, UG Half 2.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Short Course Descr UC 402 is an interdisciplinary course that 
integrates history, political science, ethics and 
morality, law, leadership and management. The 
course helps to prepare students to ethically 
lead and manage complex organizations by 
focusing on the moral, ethical, legal and 
regulatory aspects of being a commissioned 
officer in the U.S. Army 

This is an interdisciplinary course that 
integrates history, political science, ethics and 
morality, law, leadership and management. It 
prepares students to ethically lead and manage 
complex organizations by focusing on the moral, 
ethical, legal, and regulatory aspects of being a 
commissioned officer in the U.S. Army. 

Enforced Prereq's 
(long) 

None MILSCI 401/UC 401 

 

24.
Mod
Fall 

2011
   

PHYSICS 235
Physics for the Life Sciences II
(UG Full 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Advisory Prereq's PHYSICS 135; and MATH 116, 121, 156, 186 or 
296. Students should elect PHYSICS 236 
concurrently. 

PHYSICS 135; and MATH 115, 121, 156, 186 or 
296. Students should elect PHYSICS 236 
concurrently. 

 

25.
Mod
Fall 

2011    

PHYSICS 451
Methods of Theoretical Physics I
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0, Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Berman) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO
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Home Course PHYSICS 451 PHYSICS 351 

 

26.
Mod

Spring 
2011    

RCCORE 301
Community-Based Internship - Semester in Detroit
(UG Full 4.0) (Expr) (CR/NC) (Charles C. Bright) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Credits UG Full 4.0 UG Full 4.0, UG Half 2.0 

 

27.
Mod

Spring 
2011    

RCCORE 302
Community-Based Internship Reflection Seminar
(UG Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Charles C. Bright) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Credits UG Full 3.0 UG Full 3.0, UG Half 2.0 

 

28.
Mod
Fall 

2011

   

RUSSIAN 410 / EDCURINS 437
Teaching of Russian
(UG Full 2.0, UG Half 2.0, Grad Full 2.0, Grad Half 2.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Svitlana Rogovyk) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course RUSSIAN 410 SLAVIC 410 

Cross-Listing EDCURINS 437  

Course Title Teaching of Russian Teaching of Slavic Languages 

Transcript Title Teach Russian Teach Slavic Lang 

Time Sched Title Teach Russ Teach Slavic Lang 

Short Course Descr None An exploration of the multiple aspects of 
language teaching, including theoretical 
background. Topics of discussion include 
intercultural understanding, drilling, testing, 
computer-assisted instruction, and multi-media 
technology. Emphasis on development of 
practical skills for classroom instruction. 

 

29.
Mod

Spring 
2011

   

SOC 210
Elementary Statistics
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Advisory Prereq's Sociology concentrators should elect this course 
during their sophomore year. Honors 
concentrators should enroll in SOC 210 prior to 
beginning the Honors course sequence in the 
winter term of the junior year 

Sociology concentrators should elect this course 
during their sophomore year. Honors 
concentrators should enroll in SOC 210, STATS 
250 (350) or its equivalent prior to beginning 
the Honors course sequence in the winter term 
of the junior year. 

Credit Exclusions No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in STATS 100, 265, 311, 350, 
405, or 412, or ECON 404 or 405, or IOE 265. 

No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in STATS 100, 250 (350), 280, 
311, 405, or 412, or ECON 404 or 405, or IOE 
265. 

 

30.
Mod
Fall 

2011

SOC 212 / GERMAN 212
Sports and Society
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Andrei Markovits) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO
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Home Course SOC 212 SOC 379 

Cross-Listing GERMAN 212 GERMAN 379 

Course Title Sports and Society Sports, Politics, and Society 

Transcript Title Sports & Society Sports, Pol, Society 

Time Sched Title Sports & Society Sports, Pol, Society 

Short Course Descr This course embraces the broadly-based 
sociological theory that is covered in typical 
sociology courses taught at this level. Sports is 
the phenomenon being examined in this course 
to exemplify these sociological principles. Since 
sports is so closely tied to the American ethos 
and societal values, it is an excellent example to 
study because of its wide popular appeal. 

This course embraces broadly-based theories of 
society and politics to comparatively examine 
sports in the U.S. and Europe. Sports are 
closely tied to societal values on both sides of 
the Atlantic and furnish an excellent example 
for the study of popular attitudes and behavior. 

Advisory Prereq's None One introductory course in sociology or political 
science. 

 

31.
Mod

Winter 
2012

   

SOC 235
South Africa in Transition: Field Experience
(UG Full 2.0, UG Half 2.0) (Expr) (CR/NC) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Advisory Prereq's Enrollment is restricted to students enrolled in 
or have taken SOC 230 and have instructor 
permission 

Enrollment is restricted to students who are 
enrolled in or have completed SOC 230 and 
have instructor permission. 

 

32.
Mod

Spring 
2011

   

SOC 303 / CAAS 303
Race and Ethnic Relations
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Transcript Title Race&Ethnic Race&Ethnicity 

Short Course Descr None This course examines the tensions underlying 
American race and ethnic relations. Students 
use theoretical debates, historical, social and 
political meanings of race and ethnicity, and the 
study of how various racial and ethnic groups 
construct and use their social identities to 
examine the processes that facilitate or impede 
intergroup relations. 

Advisory Prereq's An introductory course in Sociology or CAAS; 
CAAS 201 recommended. 

An introductory course in sociology or CAAS 
201. 

 

33.
Mod

Spring 
2011

   

STATS 531 / ECON 677
Analysis of Time Series
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0, Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Cross-Listing ECON 677  

Short Course Descr None Characteristics of time series data; 
decomposition, smoothing and regression; 
stochastic difference equations and 
autoregressive moving average models; 
spectral analysis and filtering; covariance 
structure and spectral densities; large sample 
inference and prediction; hypothesis testing and 
estimation and other topics. 

 

34. UKR 451
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Mod
Fall 

2011

   

Advanced Ukrainian I
(UG Full 3.0, Grad Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Svitlana Rogovyk) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course UKR 451 UKR 351 

Course Title Advanced Ukrainian I 3rd Year Ukrainian I 

Transcript Title Advanced Ukrainian I 3rd Year UKR I 

Time Sched Title Advanced Ukrainian I 3rd Year UKR I 

Course Level UG/Rack Grad Undergraduate Only 

Credits UG Full 3.0 
Grad Full 3.0 

UG Full 3.0 

 

35.
Mod
Fall 

2011

   

UKR 452
Advanced Ukrainian II
(UG Full 3.0, Grad Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Svitlana Rogovyk) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course UKR 452 UKR 352 

Course Title Advanced Ukrainian II 3rd Year Ukrainian II 

Transcript Title Adv Ukrainian II 3rd Year UKR II 

Time Sched Title Adv Ukrainian II 3rd Year UKR II 

Course Level UG/Rack Grad Undergraduate Only 

Credits UG Full 3.0 
Grad Full 3.0 

UG Full 3.0 

Enforced Prereq's 
(long) 

UKR 451 with a minimum grade of C UKR 351 with a minimum grade of C 

 

36.
Del

Spring 
2011

   

HISTART 407 / MUSPRACT 407
Introduction to Museum Practice
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 2.0, Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 2.0) (Regular) (A-E) 

 

37.
Del

Spring 
2011

   

MUSPRACT 520 / HISTART 520
Fundamentals of Museum Practice
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0, Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 

 

38.
Del

Spring 
2011

   

MUSPRACT 605 / HISTART 605
Exhibition Seminar
(Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 

 

39.
Del

Spring 
2011

   

MUSPRACT 606 / HISTART 606
Exhibition Seminar
(Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 

 

40.
Del

Spring 
2011

   

MUSPRACT 609
Mus Proc I-Intern
(Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 3.0) (Expr) (A-E) 
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MEMORANDUM 

 
 

TO: Members of the LSA Executive Committee 

FROM: Pam Rinker 

DATE: March 9, 2011 

SUBJECT: Summary of LSA Curriculum Committee Minutes 
for February 15, 2011 
 

1. Minutes of 2/8/11 were approved. 

2. The committee approved a broader definition of the Interdisciplinary (ID) 
distribution. 

3. Course Approval requests were acted upon. 

4. The committee discussed academic integrity and the LSA Academic Judiciary 
Process. 
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LSA CURRICULUM COMMITTEE 
Minutes of February 15, 2011 

Present: Phil Deloria (Chair), Pallavi Abraham, Caroline Canning, Ellie Dertz, Tim Dodd, Phil Gorman, Steve 
Garcia, Lori Gould, Mika Lavaque-Manty, Neil Marsh, Kristen Moore, Jennifer Myers, Esrold Nurse, Sushama 
Pavgi, JoAnn Peraino, Pam Rinker, Catherine Sanok, Naomi Silver, Donna Wessel Walker, Evans Young, and 
Rebecca Zurier 

Visitors: Cathy Conway-Perrin and David R. Smith 

The meeting came to order at 3:10 pm 

MINUTES 

Minutes for 2/8/11 were approved.  

INTERDISCIPLINARY (ID) DISTRIBUTION REDEFINED 

The committee approved the following broader definition of the Interdisciplinary (ID) distribution:  

Current definition 

Interdisciplinary courses combine in roughly equal measure the approaches of two of the 
three primary distributions (HU, NS, and SS) in order to examine the differences and 
similarities between disciplines and explore alternative ways of discovering and organizing 
knowledge. Please note: Courses that combine all three of the primary distributions dilute the 
content of each such that they do not qualify for any. 

Revised definition 

Interdisciplinary courses combine in roughly equal measure the approaches within two or 
three of the primary distributions (HU, NS, and SS) in order to examine the differences and 
similarities between disciplines and explore alternative ways of discovering and organizing 
knowledge. Interdisciplinary work is primarily concerned with crossings and connections 
between areas of knowledge, inquiry, and method. ID courses emphasize critical thinking, team-
based intellectual work, and the analytic skills characteristic of each discipline. 

This revised definition is posted on the Curriculum Committee website under Academic Policies & Guidelines 
(http://lsa.umich.edu/facstaff/ug_education/cc/guidelines) under Generic Definitions for Area Distributions. 

COURSE APPROVAL REQUESTS 

1. The committee approved a total of eight course approval requests including five new proposals and 
three modifications (see Course Approval Appendix).  

2. The following courses were approved for distribution or college requirement: 

a. HU: UKR 320 
b. ID: HISTART 354 / ANTHRCUL 354 and UC 256 
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LSA ACADEMIC JUDICIARY PROCESS 

Some committee members expressed concern about uneven expectations among faculty and students with 
regard to issues of academic integrity, especially cheating and plagiarism. Esrold Nurse, Assistant Dean for 
Student Academic Affairs, and David Smith, Deputy Assistant Dean for Student Academic Affairs, provided an 
overview of the process (see attachment). They confirmed that instructors under report cheating and plagiarism 
for various reasons. Many prefer to deal with it themselves, which LSA policy allows. On the other hand, some 
departments stress academic integrity (English) and/or use an automated report to catch suspicious instances of 
repetition (Physics). CRLT has provided a lot of tools about organizing classes and designing effective exams.  

In addition to the Academic Integrity Website (http://www.lsa.umich.edu/academicintegrity/), Student 
Academic Affairs has posted an online message to faculty and GSIs about how to catch cheating. In recent 
years, many syllabi have included a statement on academic integrity, cheating, and/or plagiarism such as the 
attached examples. Dean Nurse stressed the importance of including such a statement and talking about 
plagiarism in class. He advised framing the statement and conversation in positive terms, such as “how not to 
plagiarize,” rather than in negative terms, such as “don’t plagiarize.” Specifics will depend on the class. 

For the past several years, all incoming students are required to take an online quiz on academic integrity 
(attached), which contradicts claims of ignorance. Many UM students take pride in doing their own work to the 
best of their ability. Others may cheat or plagiarize in order to save time and/or effort. There is not enough 
evidence to know whether students report one another for cheating. When cases are reported to the Academic 
Judiciary, adjudicators always meet with each student individually. In many instances, they stress that he/she 
simply made a “bad decision.” The lesson to be learned is how to make good decisions when faced with stress, a 
valuable skill for the future. Students themselves suffer the primary consequence of failing to benefit fully from 
the overall educational goal of really learning. It also is important each student take responsibility for their 
academic misconduct. If the case involves students working as a team, the question is whether each one 
accepted collaboration.  

Sanctions vary depending of the seriousness of the offence. College sanctions include a letter sent to the student. 
In addition, instructors have the option of imposing a grade sanction. Cases of academic misconduct are also 
reported on graduate school applications. Student Academic Affairs is most interested in catching repeat 
offenders, which relies on instructors’ willingness to report cases. In summary, the college’s policy with regard 
to cheating is to report cases to Student Academic Affairs. Adjudicators meet with students individually to 
discuss the misconduct. For closure, they ask them to admit responsibility and accept the sanction. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 5 pm. 

 

NEXT MEETINGS:  SUBCOMMITTEES, FEBRUARY 22, 2011 

  WINTER BREAK, NO MEETING, MARCH 1, 2011 

  COURSE APPROVALS, MARCH 8, 2011 
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LSA Academic Integrity Quiz 

Score: 0%

Incomplete. Please continue

  

Step 1: Read Introduction 

Welcome 

Faculty Comments 

Student CommentsStudent Comments 

  

Step 2: Answer Questions 

1. Submitting Someone Else's WorkSubmitting Someone Else's Work 

2. Help on Exam Help on Exam 

3. Unauthorized notes or help on examUnauthorized notes or help on exam

4. Reusing a paper Reusing a paper 

5. Computer Program Computer Program 

6. Plagiarism Plagiarism 

7. Lifting Phrases Lifting Phrases 

8. Internet Plagiarism Internet Plagiarism 

9. Falsifying Records Falsifying Records 

10. Data Changing Data Changing 

11. Unacceptable CollaborationUnacceptable Collaboration  

12. Internet PlagiarismInternet Plagiarism 

13. Excessive collaborationExcessive collaboration  

14. Enabling Enabling 

15. Enabling Enabling 

  

Welcome 

LSA Student Academic Affairs  

Welcome to the University of Michigan, College of Literature, Science, and the Arts. You are 
about to enter a unique learning community where the creation of knowledge and the 
generation of ideas flourish. In such a place it is essential that each individual respects and 
gives credit to the source of these ideas, -- a simple notion, proper credit where credit is due. In 
the search for truth and understanding of our world, trust and integrity are indispensable 
elements. Academic honesty is absolutely necessary to preserve the rich learning community 
that is the University, your University. On behalf of the faculty, students and staff, we welcome 
you to our community of scholars.  

The purpose of the academic integrity quiz is to educate you to our LSA community standards 
of academic integrity and their centrality to your personal educational pursuits. We also want to 
alert you to some of the common misconceptions regarding what constitutes a violation of 
academic integrity.  

First, though, let’s see what a few LSA faculty members and students have to say about 
integrity as you join the academic community.  

  Next
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HOME PROCEDURES FOR RESOLVING 
ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT IN LSA

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
(BY LSA FACULTY MEMBERS)

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
(BY LSA STUDENTS)  

 

 EXAMPLES OF ACADEMIC 
MISCONDUCT

   

 
 
Academic Integrity Quiz 

Student Honor Council 

More... 

  

 
Esrold A. Nurse, Ph.D. 
Assistant Dean 

  

 

THE OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT DEAN FOR STUDENT ACADEMIC AFFAIRS 

Among the primary responsibilities of the Assistant Dean for Student Academic Affairs is leadership 
of the LSA Academic Judiciary Committee and oversight of the academic judiciary processes in the
College. The Assistant Dean is responsible for ensuring that a fair and judicious process exists for
adjudicating cases of academic misconduct when the LSA Community Standards of Academic
Integrity may have been violated. The Office of the Assistant Dean works to promote and maintain a
high degree of academic integrity in the College.  

LSA COMMUNITY STANDARDS OF ACADEMIC INTEGRITY  

The LSA undergraduate academic community, like all communities, functions best when its 
members treat one another with honesty, fairness, respect, and trust. The College holds all 
members of its community to high standards of scholarship and integrity. To accomplish its mission 
of providing an optimal educational environment and developing leaders of society, the College 
promotes the assumption of personal responsibility and integrity and prohibits all forms of academic 
dishonesty and misconduct. Academic dishonesty may be understood as any action or attempted 
action that may result in creating an unfair academic advantage for oneself or an unfair academic 
advantage or disadvantage for any other member or members of the academic community. 
Conduct, without regard to motive, that violates the academic integrity and ethical standards of the 
College community cannot be tolerated. The College seeks vigorously to achieve compliance with its 
community standards of academic integrity. Violations of the standards will not be tolerated and will 
result in serious consequences and disciplinary action. 

Useful Links and Resources 

   

   

© 2006 U-M Regents | Office of the Assistant Dean for Student Academic Affairs | 1255 Angell Hall | Email Webmaster
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LSA Curriculum Committee 
Course Approval Actions 

2/15/2011   

1.
New
Fall 

2011

   

SOC 488
Organizing Internship
(UG Full 1.0) (Expr) (CR/NC) (David Harding) 
 
Short Course Description:
   Students serve as "organizing interns" with a community organization for a minimum of 10 hours per week. They may accept 
one of the placements arranged by the instructor, or develop their own internship or project in close consultation with the 
instructor. Appropriate projects require mobilizing the participation of others to achieve measurable organizing outcomes by 
the end of the semester. This focus on community organizing distinguishes this course from most other service-learning 
courses on campus, which tend to focus on community service. Students must be concurrently enrolled in SOC 489.

Repeat for Credit? No

Permission To Enroll: Department

Assessment: Assessment of this course will be an integral part of the assessment plan for SOC 489: 1) gathering 
weekly feedback from students in the form of brief discussions at the end of class; 2) regularly 
contacting the community partners hosting organizing interns for their assessments of student 
development and understanding; 3)quantifying continued student engagement with organizing or 
similar public interest work after the course ends; 4) performing a qualitative assessment of 
students' intellectual development over the course of the semester by examining students' papers; 
and 5) incorporating relevant information from advising appointment discussions and exit surveys 
completed by graduating concentrators.

 

2.
New
Fall 

2011

   

SOC 489
Organizing: People, Power, and Change
(UG Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (David Harding) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This course introduces students to community organizing. Topics covered include: the definition of community organizing; 
the role of the organizer; motivating collective action through values, narratives, and interests; resources and power; 
leadership development; building community capacity; strategy and tactics; campaigns; and organizational structure and 
governance. Students must be concurrently enrolled in SOC 488.

Repeat for Credit? No

Assessment: In addition to grades and end-of-term course evaluations, the course's value to our curriculum will be 
assessed in the following ways: 1) gathering weekly feedback from students in the form of brief 
discussions at the end of class; 2) regularly contacting the community partners hosting organizing 
interns for their assessments of student development and understanding; 3)quantifying continued 
student engagement with organizing or similar public interest work after the course ends; 4) 
performing a qualitative assessment of students' intellectual development over the course of the 
semester by examining students' papers; and 5) incorporating relevant information from advising 
appointment discussions and exit surveys completed by graduating concentrators.

 

3.
New
Fall 

2011

   

SPANISH 277
Reading, Grammar, and Composition
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This course is the new prerequisite for a minor or concentration in Spanish. It combines an introduction to the study of 
literature in Spanish with an advanced review of grammar.

Repeat for Credit? No

Advisory Prereq's: Students who receive transfer credit for Spanish 232 and wish to continue with their language study 
are strongly encouraged to take the Spanish placement exam to be certain that they are prepared for 
Spanish 277.

Enforced Prereq's: SPANISH 230 or 232 with a grade of C- or higher; RCLANG 294 or 314; or assignment of SPANISH 
277 by placement test.

Credit Exclusions: No credit for students who have completed SPANISH 276.

Assessment: As the prerequisite to the minor and concentration in Spanish, 277 is subject to ongoing feedback 
from instructors of upper-level courses in Romance Languages. This feedback is used to modify the 
contents and focus of the course, based on the performance and the perceived level of preparation of 
students coming out of 277. A component of the online materials are diagnostic exams. Students’ 
performance on these exams will allow us to evaluate and fine-tune the grammar handouts, practice 
exercises and other electronic materials available to students.

 

4.
New

UC 416
Methods in Research for the Social Sciences
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Fall 
2011

   

(UG Full 1.0, UG Half 1.0, Grad Full 1.0, Grad Half 1.0) (Regular) (CR/NC) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This course covers the approaches to conducting research in the social sciences. It includes the tools and methods of 
research, the processes for performing research, and the mechanisms for communicating research results. The responsible 
conduct of research is discussed. 

Repeat for Credit? Yes
Max Times Crs Can Be Elected: 2
Max Total Credits: n/a
Elect More Than Once in Same Term? Yes

Permission To Enroll: Department

Assessment: During the initial offerings of this course it will be crucial to assess the effectiveness of the methods 
and materials. CRLT will be asked to help with mid-course evaluations.

 

5.
New
Fall 

2011

   

UKR 320
An Introduction to Ukrainian Poetry
(UG Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Omry Ronen) 
 
Short Course Description:
   Course covers the history of Ukrainian poetry in the first half of the 20th century, ranging from neoclassicism to panfuturism, 
within the context of the development of Ukrainian literature and national identity, with particular emphasis on 20th century 
high modernism. Poetry will be read in the original Ukrainian. The basic principles of Ukrainian versification and its evolution 
will be applied in explicating and translating the poetry into English. The course will thus further students’ knowledge of the 
language itself as well as of Ukrainian culture. Poets to be read include Shevchenko ("To the Living, Dead, and Unborn 
Compatriots of Mine, My Friendly Epistle"), Antonych, Bazhan, Drai-Khmara, Fylypovych, Pluzhnyk, Ryl’s’kyi, Semenko, 
Tychyna, and Zerov.

Meets Distr Req: HU

Repeat for Credit? No

Advisory Prereq's: Basic Ukrainian reading knowledge.

Assessment: Our objective is to broaden the undergraduate curriculum for our Ukrainian minors. Success of the 
course will be evaluated on the basis of its impact on the enrichment and growth of the minor, which 
we intend to monitor closely in the years ahead. Students’ mastery of the course material, and their 
responses in evaluations of the course, will also be a important components of our assessment 
process.

 

6.
Mod
Fall 

2011    

HISTART 354 / ANTHRCUL 354
Art, Science, and Technology
(UG Full 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Jennifer Robertson) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Meets Distr Req  ID 

 

7.
Mod
Fall 

2011    

SPANISH 277
Reading, Grammar, and Composition
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course SPANISH 277 SPANISH 275 

 

8.
Mod
Fall 

2011    

UC 256
Twenty Two Ways
(UG Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Phil Deloria) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Meets Distr Req  ID 
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MEMORANDUM 

 
 

TO: Members of the LSA Executive Committee 

FROM: Pam Rinker 

DATE: March 16, 2011 

SUBJECT: Summary of LSA Curriculum Committee Minutes 
for March 8, 2011 
 

1. Minutes of 2/15/11 were approved. 

2. The R&E Subcommittee Report was accepted. 

3. Course approval requests were acted upon. 

4. A new Honors Concentration in Informatics was approved effective F11. 

5. A new Academic Minor in Central Eurasian Studies was deferred. 

6. Modifications to three existing concentrations and one academic minor were 
approved. 

7. The committee approved a request from the School of Kinesiology that 
students enrolled in Sports Management (SM) 332 receive non-LSA credit 
toward degree effective W11.  
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LSA CURRICULUM COMMITTEE 
Minutes of March 8, 2011 

Present: Evans Young (Acting Chair), Pallavi Abraham, Caroline Canning, Ellie Dertz, Phil Gorman, Steve 
Garcia, Lori Gould, Mika Lavaque-Manty, Neil Marsh, Jennifer Myers, JoAnn Peraino, Pam Rinker, 
Catherine Sanok, Donna Wessel Walker, and Rebecca Zurier 

The meeting came to order at 3:10 pm. 

MINUTES 

Minutes of 2/15/11 were approved. 

R&E REPORT 

The committee accepted the recommendations in the attached R&E Subcommittee Report. 

DEFER (2) 
 
New / Blanket 

1. SAC 333. Fascist Cinema Markus Nornes/Johannes von Moltke. F11. 
 
Recert / Topic-Specific 

2. FRENCH 244. Race, Racism and Ethnicity in the French Speaking World. Frieda Ekotto. F11. 

COURSE APPROVAL REQUESTS 

1. The committee approved a total of 30 course approval requests: 3 new proposals and 27 
modifications (see Course Approval Appendix).  

2. The following courses were approved for distribution or college requirement effective F11: 
a. HU: CLCIV 347 
b. ID: UC 254 
c. SS: ECON 323 and UC 375/SOC 375 (W12) 
d. BS-eligible: STATS 150 
e. LR: LACS 474 
f. Removal of LR: ASIANLAN 256, 257, 282, and 286 

NEW HONORS CONCENTRATION IN INFORMATICS 

The attached proposal for a new Honors Concentration in Informatics was approved effective F11.  

NEW ACADEMIC MINOR IN CENTRAL EURASIAN STUDIES 

The attached proposal for a new Academic Minor in Central Eurasian Studies was deferred. A primary issue 
was insufficient structure. The committee also was concerned about the seeming proliferation of minors offered 
by centers rather than departments. They requested a stronger rationale and more thorough proposal that 
addresses the following issues:  

1. Will this minor be dueling with departments for the same subset of students? 
2. How would students choose a geographical area?  
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3. Which courses would satisfy each requirement?  
4. What is the likelihood of students taking a mix of courses that would satisfy the minor and then 

requesting approval by an advisor after the fact? 
5. A few possible maps showing how students could earn the minor. 
6. A more targeted list with the home subject followed by any crosslists. Will these courses be offered 

regularly, i.e. at least once each year? 

MODIFICATIONS TO EXISTING CONCENTRATIONS AND ACADEMIC MINOR  

The committee approved the attached modifications for three concentrations and one academic minor: 

1. Biophysics concentration 
2. Interdisciplinary Physics concentration 
3. Political Science concentration and academic minor 

KINESIOLOGY PROPOSAL 

The committee approved a request from the School of Kinesiology that students enrolled in Sports 
Management (SM) 332 receive non-LSA credit toward degree effective W11.  

The meeting was adjourned at 4:00 pm. 

NEXT MEETING: DISCUSSION 
                                   March 15, 2011 
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RACE & ETHNICITY SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT  
LSA CURRICULUM COMMITTEE 

March 8, 2011 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
The R&E Subcommittee recommends the following actions regarding R&E proposals: 
 
DEFER (2) 
 
New / Blanket 

 
1. SAC 333. Fascist Cinema Markus Nornes/Johannes von Moltke. F11 

This interdisciplinary course explores the fascist-era cinemas of Germany, Spain, Italy and Japan.  After an 
initial sequence devoted to the definition of terms and summary of basic history, the course focuses on a set of 
common themes to identify both commonalities and specificities of a given context or historical moment.  
The themes include propaganda and spectacle; entertainment and pleasure; film style; the body, blood, race, 
and ethnicity; memory; and violence.  Consideration will be given to contemporary forms of moving image 
culture reminiscent of the fascist moment, ranging from neo-Nazi websites to fundamentalist Islamic videos 
on YouTube.  Our goal is to deepen students’ historical knowledge; to foster a sense for the political and 
ideological power of culture, and of the cinema in particular; and to sharpen students’ ability to engage 
critically with the power of the moving image.  We consider a course on fascist Cinemas an ideal venue for 
exploring not only the history and aesthetics of the cinematic medium, but also their relation to politics and 
society.  In addition, we wish to sensitize students to the tenacious power of fascist ideology – whether in 
debates on history and memory, or in popular culture 
  
   

Recert / Topic-Specific 

 
2. FRENCH 244. Race, Racism and Ethnicity in the French Speaking World. Frieda Ekotto. F11 

The goal of this course is to provide students with a course offering on race from a literary perspective, and to 
provide students a context from which to understand race relations outside the United States; to learn about 
the history of racial classification which stems from the Enlightenment and theories of biology, and how 
people who have been oppressed by this discourse have actually used these oppressive categories to liberate 
themselves by claiming “blackness” and to question the epistemological problem of categorization, and to 
extend it to other areas of their own academic inquiry. 
 

365



Honors Concentration in Informatics 
 
An Honors Concentration in Informatics allows upper-division students to work with a member of the 
University of Michigan faculty on a research project and related honors thesis. For students with strong 
academic records and an interest in research or advanced practice, the Honors Concentration can serve 
as important preparation for graduate study or a professional career. Participation in the Honors program 
requires significant time and intellectual commitment. Any student who is serious about meeting the 
Honors Concentration requirements is encouraged to apply. 
 
Requirements 
 
1. GPA 

A minimum overall GPA and concentration GPA of 3.4 are required to graduate with an Honors 
Concentration in Informatics. While these are not required to apply for an Honors Concentration 
in Informatics, they must be realistically achievable by the student’s graduation date. 

 
 
2. Thesis and Independent Study Coursework 

 Identify a member of the University of Michigan faculty with expertise in informatics who 
will serve as their honors thesis advisor and independent study instructor.  The student's track 
advisor must approve the selection of the honors thesis advisor.  

 Provide the Informatics Program Manager with a brief (2-3 paragraphs) summary of the 
proposed project, prior to enrolling in any independent study courses intended to be used in 
an honors concentration. 

 Enroll in an independent study course in the home department/unit of the faculty advisor (e.g. 
EECS 499, MATH 399, SI 491, STATS 489, or HONORS 490) for 1-4 credits in either one 
or two terms, for a total of 3-4 credits. 

 Arrange and participate in regular meetings with the honors thesis advisor / independent 
study instructor. 

 Complete the reading and research that will constitute the honors project. 
 
 
3. Symposium / Poster Session 

Upon completion of the thesis, students are required to present their work in a public forum, such as a 
symposium, poster session, or alternative method of presentation coordinated by or approved by the 
Informatics Program Manager. Students’ honors thesis advisors will review and provide feedback on the 
presentation of research.  

 
Application 
Once the student and member of the faculty have discussed and agreed upon an honors thesis plan, the 
student may complete and submit the Honors Concentration Application to the Informatics Program 
Manager in West Hall, Room 439. If the program manager has any concerns about the relevance of the 
project to the field of informatics, or if the feasibility of the student meeting the GPA requirements is in 
doubt, he or she will consult with concentration advisors to determine whether the application should be 
approved.  It is recommended that the honors thesis and independent study course/s be completed during 
the senior year, but application will generally take place during the junior year of study. 
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Timeline 
Students will generally begin planning their honors project during their second-to-final year of study, 
and the work will take place during the last 1-3 semesters of study.  Students should have completed 
some advanced undergraduate coursework (400+ level) in a specific area of informatics before 
beginning the honors project.  The honors thesis document should be completed at least six weeks 
before the last day of classes in the student's final semester of honors research.  The public presentation 
of the work will take place during the final six weeks of this semester. 
 
 
Independent study coursework 
For students who enroll in independent study coursework for two terms, with the intent to complete and 
submit their honors thesis at the end of the second term, a grade of “Y” must be reported at end of the 
first term to indicate work in progress. At the end of the second term, the thesis advisor / independent 
study instructor will post the grade for both terms. 
 
Independent study coursework will earn concentration elective credit. 
 
 
Honors Thesis Submission 
At least six weeks before the last day of classes in the term in which students will complete the 
independent study coursework and thesis, they must submit an electronic copy of the honors thesis to the 
program manager at informatics@umich.edu. 
 
 
Assessment 
The honors thesis advisor will determine whether the student has successfully fulfilled the Informatics 
honors requirements, taking account of the independent study performance, the thesis, and the public 
presentation.  The honors thesis advisor and/or Informatics Program Manager, in consultation with the 
student, should identify a second faculty member to independently read and assess the thesis,  and the 
honors thesis advisor should take these comments into account in the decision to award honors to the 
student.  The result of this assessment should be communicated from the honors thesis advisor to the 
Informatics Program Manager before the end of the usual grading period for the student's final semester 
of honors research. 
 
 
Graduation 
Successful completion of Honors Concentration requirements will by default result in an “Honors” 
designation on the student’s University of Michigan transcript and diploma.  If the honors thesis advisor 
strongly feels that a particular student's work is especially creative or insightful, the thesis advisor may 
ask the Informatics Program steering committee to grant a “high honors” or “highest honors” 
designation. 
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Brief statement of the goals of the minor along the lines of those listed in the College Bulletin. 
The Center for Russian, East European, and Eurasian Studies (CREES) will offer an interdisciplinary minor to 
students who wish to: a) better understand the history, society, and culture of Central Eurasia (especially 
Central/Inner Asia and the Caucasus); and b) gain insight into contemporary political, economic, and social issues 
in this region. 

 
Intended audience for the minor. 

We anticipate this minor will be appealing to undergraduates enrolled in any college or school. The students that 
make up our intended audience fall into one of the following categories: 

 concentrators in a variety of LSA disciplines and professional schools who wish to develop contextual expertise 
on Central Eurasia; 

 students focusing on another world region who wish to deepen their knowledge of Central Eurasia as a 
comparative tool, or to better understand trade relationships, natural-resource usage patterns, or international 
politics and conflicts that spill into (and out of) this area. 

 
Summation of prerequisites and requirements for the minor for inclusion in the College Bulletin. 

No prerequisites will be required.  
 

Requirements: 
At least 15 credits of courses on Central Eurasia selected in consultation with and approved by the REES 
undergraduate academic advisor. A minimum of 3 courses that will be counted toward the minor must be 
upper-level (300- or 400-level). 

 REEES 340 (cross listed with AAPTIS, Asian, History, and MENAS) – From Genghis Khan to the 
Taliban: Modern Central Asia 

 Disciplinary distribution: at least one 3-credit course in each sub-area (arts/culture, history, and 
social science). 

 
Description of how each course requirement would contribute to the educational goals, structure, and coherence of 
the minor. 

At the core of the minor is an interdisciplinary survey of the region. For students who wish to minor in Central 
Eurasian Studies, REEES 340 provides an overview of the history, politics, government, economy, social 
institutions, environmental conditions, literature, and arts of the region and relations with the rest of the world. The 
disciplinary distribution requirements ensure that students are engaged in interdisciplinary study of Central Eurasia.  

 
List of concentrations and academic minors in other departments/units whose students should be prohibited from 
electing this minor, due either to significant overlap of requirements or to proximity of subject matter. 
 The minor will not be open to those electing a concentration or another academic minor in REEES. 
 
Departmental staff who would be responsible for advising students in planning and completing this minor. 

Appointments are scheduled online via the CREES website. Arrangements for continuing contacts are made in the 
first meeting with the CREES Academic Advisor. This meeting should be scheduled during the second term of the 
sophomore year. The CREES Student Services Associate also participates in the advising process. 

 
Brief supporting statement (one or two paragraphs) explaining the rationale for creating this minor. 

The minor complements the University’s increasing faculty strengths in Central Eurasian studies. Tenured faculty 
specialists on the region include two endowed professorships (one in modern Armenian history, the other in 
Armenian languages and literatures), plus additional tenured faculty in history (currently 2), NES (3), Slavic (1), and 
sociology (1). There is currently a search underway for an additional permanent faculty position in modern Central 
Asian studies emphasizing disciplinary expertise in the social sciences. Additionally, Central Eurasian language 
course offerings have been offered through a combination of on-campus and distance courses for Uzbek (and 
soon, Uyghur) and distance offerings for Pashto and Kazakh. (Such language study is not required for the Central 
Eurasian minor, but rather is a focus for REEES concentrators who emphasize Central Eurasia.) 
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To: LS&A Curriculum Committee 

From: Jens-Christian Meiners, Director of Biophysics 

Date: 2/25/11 

Re: Proposed Changes to Biophysics Concentration 

 

Dear Curriculum Committee: 

Recent Changes in the Introductory Physics sequence, where Physics 135/235 has replaced Physics 

140/240 as the recommended courses for life science majors required adjustments in the Biophysics 

concentration requirements. In particular, Physics 135/235 cover topics in Waves, Heat and Light that 

are relevant to the life sciences, whereas Physics 140/240 do not cover these topics. In the past, we 

have required Physics 340/341 (Waves Heat and Light) as a concentration requirement for Biophysics, 

but since these topics are now adequately covered in Physics 135/235, we do no longer see the need for 

this requirement. Nonetheless, we would like to maintain a thorough training in physics for our 

concentrators, in particular as physics is applied to the life sciences. Biophysics 290 (Physics of the Body 

and Mind) satisfies in our view this need. Therefore, we would like to replace Physics 340/341 with 

Biophysics 290 as concentration requirement. This will overall lead to a small reduction in the required 

credit hours for the concentration, which we consider beneficial as it is the result of eliminating 

duplicative material from the curriculum. 

In summary, we would like to make the following changes to the Biophysics concentration, effective 

F’11: 

- Delete Physics 340 and 341 as outside core concentration requirements 

- Add Biophysics 290 as a core concentration requirement 

- Decrease the total minimum number of credit hours for the Biophysics concentration 

from 34 to 32. 

Please let us know if you require any additional information. 

Thank you. 
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To:    LSA Curriculum Committee 

From:   August Evrard 
  Associate Chair of Undergraduate Studies 
  Department of Physics 
 
Date:  February 3, 2011 

Subject: Concentration Requirements - PHYSICS 351 

Physics 351 is designed to replace an existing course, Phys 451, Methods of Theoretical Physics. 
Students entering 400 level courses in the Physics Department require a broad range of mathematical 
tools. Students were taking Phys. 451 too late in their studies to prepare them for the 400-level core 
courses (mechanics, electricity and magnetism, statistical physics, and quantum mechanics). As a result, 
many students entering 400 level courses in the Physics Department do not have the mathematical skills 
necessary to master the material in these courses. Many instructors find that the mathematical 
preparation of the students limits the course level they hope to achieve. Consequently, the proposed 
renumbering of this course clarifies where in the sequence of courses it should be taken. Physics 351 or 
equivalent will be a prerequisite for 400 level courses in the physics department. 
 
Changes to the Physics BS concentration will be as follows: 
 
Prerequisites to Concentration. Mathematics through MATH 216 (or the equivalent); PHYSICS 135/136 
and 235/236 or PHYSICS 140/141 and 240/241 (or PHYSICS 160/161 and 260/261); PHYSICS 340/341 and 
PHYSICS 351. 
 
Concentration Program. At least 27 credits in PHYSICS numbered 390 and above. A concentration plan 
must include: 

1. Core. PHYSICS 390, 401, 405, 406, and 453. 
PHYSICS 390, 401, 405, 406, and 453 must be completed with a minimum grade of a C- in each 
course and a cumulative average of C or higher. 
PHYSICS 401 and 405 should precede PHYSICS 453; PHYSICS 453 is a prerequisite to most 
courses numbered above. 

2. Advanced Laboratory. Any two of PHYSICS 441, 442 or 450. 
3. Electives. Two courses from among PHYSICS 402, 411, 413, 417, 430, 433, 435,  438, 452, 457, 

460, and 463. 
4. PHYSICS 451 or the equivalent; should precede PHYSICS 405 and 453.  

 
PHYSICS 419, 420, 481, and 489 may not be used to satisfy the B.S. degree requirements. 
  

372



 
 
 
Changes to the Interdisciplinary Physics concentration will be as follows: 
 

Prerequisites to Concentration.   Mathematics through MATH 216 (or the equivalent); PHYSICS 140/141 

and 240/241 (or PHYSICS 125/136 and 126/236, or PHYSICS 135/136 and 235/236, or PHYSICS 160/161 

and 260/261); PHYSICS 340/341; and PHYSICS 351.  

Concentration Program. At least 24 credits, including at least 9 in PHYSICS courses numbered 390 and 

above. A concentration plan must include:  

1. PHYSICS 390. Two additional Physics courses at the 400 level. 

PHYSICS 390 and these 400 level Physics course must be completed with a minimum grade of a 

C- in each course and a cumulative average of C or higher.  

2. Fifteen credits of cognate courses as part of an interdisciplinary plan designed with the approval 

of a Physics concentration counselor.  
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PROPOSAL TO MODIFY AN EXISTING CONCENTRATION/PROGRAM  
 

Department/Unit:   ___Political Science ______________________________________________ 

Name of Concentration: ___Political Science______________________________________________ 

Effective Term:   ______W2012___________________________________________________ 

Date Submitted:   ________2/17/2011_______________________________________________ 

 

                     Current Requirements Modified Requirements (type “same” if no changes) 

Min # credits   

Prereqs Two courses chosen from different subfields of 
political science. First- and second-year students 
choose from among POLSCI 101 (political theory), 
111 (American government), 140 (comparative 
politics), 160 (world politics); juniors and seniors 
from POLSCI 301 and 302 (political theory), 310 
(public policy and administration), 311 (American 
government), 336 or 349 (comparative politics), 
and 360 or 370 (world politics). 

Two introductory courses in two different subfields. 
First and second-year students choose from among 
POLSCI 101 (political theory), 111 (American 
government), 140 (comparative politics), 160 (world 
politics); juniors and seniors from POLSCI 301 and 
302 (political theory), 311 (American government), 
Advisor Approval (comparative politics), and Advisor 
Approval (world politics). 

Required 
courses 
(state minimum 
# of credits for 
upper-level 
courses) 

  

Subplans/tracks   

Electives/ 
Cognates 

  

Advising   

Exclusions   

Dept. Honors 
(optional) 
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PROPOSAL TO MODIFY AN EXISTING ACADEMIC MINOR  

Department/Unit  ____Political Science_______________________________________ 
Name of Academic Minor ____Political Science_______________________________________ 
Effective Term  ______Winter 2012________________________________________ 
Date of Submission  ____2/17/2011____________________________________________ 
 

                    Current Requirements Modified Requirements (“same” if no changes) 

Min/Max # credits   

Prereqs Two introductory courses in two different subfields. 
First and second-year students choose from among 
POLSCI 101 (political theory), 111 (American 
government), 140 (comparative politics), 160 (world 
politics); juniors and seniors from POLSCI 301 and 
302 (political theory), 310 (public policy and 
administration), 311 (American government), 336 or 
349 (comparative politics), and 360 or 370 (world 
politics). 

Two introductory courses in two different subfields. 
First and second-year students choose from 
among POLSCI 101 (political theory), 111 
(American government), 140 (comparative politics), 
160 (world politics); juniors and seniors from 
POLSCI 301 and 302 (political theory), 311 
(American government), Advisor Approval 
(comparative politics), and Advisor Approval (world 
politics). 

Required 
courses 
(state minimum # 
of credits for 
upper-level 
courses) 

  

Exclusions   

Other   
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LSA Curriculum Committee 
Course Approval Actions 

3/8/2011   

1.
New
Fall 

2011

   

MCDB 441
Cell Biology and Disease
(UG Full 3.0, Grad Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Yanzhuang Wang) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This course will extend the basic knowledge of molecular cell biology into cellular disorders in human diseases. The course 
will be comprised of lectures, in-class discussions, paper readings, and presentations. It is appropriate for students interested 
in cell biology, biochemistry, molecular biology, pharmacology, and genetics. 

Repeat for Credit? No

Advisory Prereq's: MCDB 428 and [MCDB 310 or MCDB 311 or BIOLCHEM 415 or CHEM 351].

Permission To Enroll: Instructor

Assessment: The large number of quizzes throughout the term provide constant feedback to the instructor on the 
progress the students are making in comprehending the assigned readings. The same is true for the 
in-class discussions: students who are struggling in this format can be identified and mentored in 
how to improve (e.g., regular visits to office hours). The opportunity for students to lead two 
discussions during the term is another example of how students can learn from experience and 
improve on their first performance.

 

2.
New
Fall 

2011

   

UC 254
Sophomore Interdisciplinary Seminar
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This course focuses on the questions and methods characteristic of the major disciplines--humanities, natural sciences, 
social sciences. It uses an interdisciplinary approach to address complex topics using tools such as: critical reading of 
multiple kinds of texts; an emphasis on written and oral presentations; and a robust exchange of reflections and ideas, both 
in class and on-line. 

Meets Distr Req: ID

Repeat for Credit? No

Advisory Prereq's: Completion of FYWR.

Assessment: Since one major goal of the course is to serve as a venue for self-reflection on student learning and 
meta-cognition concerning the place of the disciplines, the instructor may assign a third paper to 
offer an explicit opportunity for evaluating the success of course goals. In addition, instructors may 
feature a mid-term CRLT assessment and an assessment questionnaire at the end of the term. As a 
supplement to the on-line Final Course Evaluations, instructors also may feature a mid-term course 
assessment and a related assessment at the end of the term.

 

3.
New

Winter 
2012

   

UC 375 / SOC 375
Intergroup Conflict and Coexistence: Religion, Ethnicity and Culture 
(UG Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Adrienne Dessel) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This course examines examples of social conflict based on religion, ethnicity and culture, interdisciplinary theories that help 
to understand the nature of such conflict, and current coalition building and coexistence work among various religious, ethnic 
and cultural groups. Experiential activities enhance learning about intergroup conflict and coexistence work.

Meets Distr Req: SS

Repeat for Credit? No

Assessment: Instructor will insure the course goals and objectives are being met by: 1) an initial assignment to 
get students thinking about the concepts of culture and identity; 2) a media assignment to engage 
students in a critical analysis of how they learn about culture, religion and ethnicity; 3) in-class 
small group experiential activities designed to explore in-depth the theories and to connect theories 
to real life examples of intergroup conflict and coexistence efforts, and to understand the 
connection between personal/individual conflict resolution style and societal conflict and 
coexistence; 4) anonymous mid-term feedback on how the course is meeting students' learning 
needs; and 5) final paper assignment that will encourage students to tie together the readings with 
their own understanding of a particular conflict.

 

4.
Mod
Fall 

2011
   

ASIANLAN 256
Second Year Tamil II
(UG Full 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
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MODIFICATION FROM TO

Meets Lang Req Yes No 

 

5.
Mod
Fall 

2011    

ASIANLAN 257
Intensive Second Year Tamil
(UG Half 6.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Meets Lang Req Yes No 

 

6.
Mod
Fall 

2011    

ASIANLAN 282
Second Year Telugu II
(UG Full 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Meets Lang Req Yes No 

 

7.
Mod
Fall 

2011    

ASIANLAN 286
Second Year Bengali II
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Meets Lang Req Yes No 

 

8.
Mod
Fall 

2011
   

CLCIV 347
Roman Religion from the Archaic Period to Late Antiquity
(UG Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Celia Schultz, PhD) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Cross-Listing  RELIGION 347 

Meets Distr Req  HU 

 

9.
Mod
Fall 

2011
   

ECON 299
Undergraduate Internship
(UG Full 1.0, UG Half 1.0) (Expr) (CR/NC) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Elect More Than Once 
in Same Term? 

No Yes  

 

10.
Mod
Fall 

2011    

ECON 323
Economics and Gender
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Elyce Rotella) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Meets Distr Req  SS 

 

11.
Mod
Fall 

2011

ECON 412
Topics in Macroeconomics
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0, Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
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MODIFICATION FROM TO

Repeat for Credit? No Yes 

Max Times Crs Can Be 
Elected 

1 2 

Elect More Than Once 
in Same Term? 

No Yes  

 

12.
Mod
Fall 

2011

   

ECON 490
Topics in Microeconomics
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0, Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Repeat for Credit? No Yes 

Max Times Crs Can Be 
Elected 

1 2 

Elect More Than Once 
in Same Term? 

No Yes  

 

13.
Mod

Winter 
2012

   

GEOSCI 201 / ENVIRON 209 / GEOG 201
Introduction to Physical Geography: The Earth System
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Joel D. Blum) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Short Course Descr This introduction to physical geography 
emphasizes the nature and dynamics of the 
earth system including the atmosphere, 
hydrosphere and solid earth, along with their 
interactions. Topics include weather systems, 
climate change, biogeography, soils, plate 
tectonics, erosion, fresh water resources, 
landforms, and ice ages, all of which are 
discussed in the context of Earth Systems 
Science. 

This course emphasizes the scientific processes 
and principles behind global environmental 
problems. Topics include global biogeochemical 
cycles, human population, ecosystem 
management, biogeography, ecological 
restoration, soil-water-air pollution, 
environmental health, and energy resources. 

 

14.
Mod
Fall 

2011

   

GEOSCI 451
Introductory Earth Structure
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0, Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Course Title Introductory Earth Structure Introduction to Structure and Tectonics 

Transcript Title Intro Earth Struct IntroStructTectonics 

Time Sched Title Intro Earth Struct IntroStructTectonics 

 

15.
Mod
Fall 

2011    

HISTORY 349
U.S. Interventions in Latin America and the World
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Richard Turits) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Cross-Listing  LACS 349 

 

16.
Mod
Fall 

2011

HISTORY 451 / ASIAN 451
Modern Japan
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0, Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Leslie Pincus) 
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MODIFICATION FROM TO

Course Title Modern Japan Japan's Modern Transformations 

Transcript Title Modern Japan Japans Mod Transform 

Time Sched Title Modern Japan Japans Mod Transform 

 

17.
Mod
Fall 

2011

   

HISTORY 466
The United States, 1901-1945
(UG Full 4.0, Grad Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Howard Brick) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Course Title The United States, 1901-1945 Building American Empire: War, Politics, and 
Social Reform in the US, 1901-1950 

Transcript Title U S 1901-1945 War and Reform, U.S. 

Time Sched Title U S 1901-1945 War and Reform, U.S. 

Short Course Descr Intensive study of the social, political, and 
cultural foundations of modern America, 
including the rise of an activist state, the 
formation of identities and social movements 
based on race, class, gender, ethnicity, and 
Americanism, the invention of a consumer 
society, and the development of an activist 
foreign policy. 

This course provides an in-depth look at the 
period from 1901, when Theodore Roosevelt, a 
bold proponent of the United States taking its 
place among the great empires of his time, 
assumed the presidency, to 1950, when the 
cold war was in full gear. It concerns the rise of 
the United States from industrial powerhouse to 
an unparalleled world power managing a limited 
welfare state at home. How did the combination 
of two world wars and two waves of social 
reform (Progressivism and the New Deal) lead 
to that result? 

Course Level UG/Rack Grad UG/Rackham Grad W/ additional work 

 

18.
Mod
Fall 

2011    

LACS 474
Intermediate Quechua, II
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0, Grad Full 4.0, Grad Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Meets Lang Req No Yes 

 

19.
Mod

Winter 
2012

   

MATH 214
Linear Algebra and Differential Equations
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Credit Exclusions Credit can be earned for only one of MATH 214, 
217, 417, or 419. No credit granted to those 
who have completed or are enrolled in MATH 
513. 

No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in MATH 217, 417, 419, or 513. 

 

20.
Mod

Winter 
2012

   

MATH 217
Linear Algebra
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Credit Exclusions Credit can be earned for only one of MATH 214, 
217, 417, or 419. No credit granted to those 
who have completed or are enrolled in MATH 
513. 

No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in MATH 419 or 513. Only 2 
credits granted to those who have completed 
MATH 214 or 417. 

 

21. MATH 417
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Mod
Winter 

2012

   

Matrix Algebra I
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0, Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Credit Exclusions Credit can be earned for only one of MATH 214, 
217, 417, or 419. No credit granted to those 
who have completed or are enrolled MATH 513. 

No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in MATH 214, 217, 419, or 513. 

 

22.
Mod

Winter 
2012

   

MATH 419
Linear Spaces and Matrix Theory
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0, Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Credit Exclusions Credit can be earned for only one of MATH 214, 
217, 417, or 419. No credit granted to those 
who have completed or are enrolled in MATH 
513. 

2 credits granted to those who have completed 
any of MATH 214, 217, or 417. No credit 
granted to those who have completed or are 
enrolled in MATH 513. 

 

23.
Mod

Winter 
2012

   

MCDB 422
Cellular and Molecular Neurobiology
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0, Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Course Title Cellular and Molecular Neurobiology Brain Development, Plasticity, and Circuits 

Transcript Title Cell&Molec Neurobiol Brain Development 

Time Sched Title Cell&Molec Neurobiol Brain Development 

Short Course Descr This course deals primarily with the properties 
of individual nerve cells, and small groups of 
nerve cells. This provides the basis for 
understanding information processing by the 
nervous system, learning and memory, 
development of neurons, and neurological and 
psychiatric disorders. Considerable emphasis 
will be placed on understanding the molecules 
that endow the nervous system with these 
properties. 

The course presents mechanisms underlying the 
development, plasticity and regeneration of the 
nervous system and function of neural circuits. 
There is an emphasis on experiments using 
molecular and cellular approaches in genetically 
amenable animals. Topics covered include 
neurogenesis, axon guidance, synapse 
formation, regeneration and molecular analysis 
of circuit function. 

Enforced Prereq's 
(long) 

MCDB 310, MCDB 311, BIOLCHEM 415, or 
CHEM 351; or Graduate standing. 

MCDB (Biology) 310, MCDB (Biology) 311, 
BIOLCHEM 415, or CHEM 351; or graduate 
standing. 

 

24.
Mod
Fall 

2011
   

PSYCH 230
Introduction to Biopsychology
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Enforced Prereq's 
(long) 

(PSYCH 111 or 112 or 114 or 115) or (BIOLOGY 
162 or 163 or 171 or 172 or 195) AND STATS 
250(350). 

(PSYCH 111 or 112 or 114 or 115) or (BIOLOGY 
162 or 163 or 171 or 172 or 195). 

 

25.
Mod
Fall 

2011
   

PSYCH 240
Introduction to Cognitive Psychology
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Enforced Prereq's 
(long) 

PSYCH 111 or 112 or 114 or 115 or 116; and 
STATS 250(350). 

PSYCH 111 or 112 or 114 or 115 or 116 
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26.
Mod
Fall 

2011

   

STATS 150
Making Sense of Data
(UG Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Credit Exclusions No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in SOC 210, IOE 265, STATS 250
(350), 400, 412, or ECON 404, ECON/STATS 
405. 

No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in SOC 210, IOE 265, STATS 250
(350), 280, 400, 412, or ECON 404, ECON 405. 

Meets BS Req No Yes 

 
BS Eligibility Supporting Statement:
   According to LSA guidelines, all STATS courses qualify for BS eligibility.

 

27.
Mod
Fall 

2011

   

STATS 415
Data Mining and Statistical Learning
(UG Full 4.0, Grad Full 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

 
BS Eligibility Supporting Statement:
   According to LSA guidelines, all STATS courses qualify for BS eligibility.

 

28.
Mod
Fall 

2011

   

UC 250
Collegiate Seminars
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Course Title Collegiate Seminars Sophomore Humanities Seminar 

Transcript Title Collegiate Sem Sophomore Seminar HU 

Time Sched Title Collegiate Sem Sophomore Seminar HU 

Advisory Prereq's Open to any student who has completed the 
introductory composition requirement. 

Completion of First Year Writing Requirement.  

 

29.
Mod
Fall 

2011

   

UC 251
Collegiate Seminars
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Course Title Collegiate Seminars Sophomore Social Science Seminar 

Transcript Title Collegiate Sem Sophomore Seminar SS 

Time Sched Title Collegiate Sem Sophomore Seminar SS 

Advisory Prereq's Open to any student who has completed the 
introductory composition requirement. 

Completion of First Year Writing Requirement.  

 

30.
Mod
Fall 

2011

   

UC 252
Collegiate Seminars
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Course Title Collegiate Seminars Sophomore Natural Science Seminar 

Transcript Title Collegiate Sem Sophomore Seminar NS 
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Time Sched Title Collegiate Sem Sophomore Seminar NS 

Advisory Prereq's Open to any student who has completed the 
introductory composition requirement. 

Completion of First Year Writing Requirement. 
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MEMORANDUM 

 
 

TO: Members of the LSA Executive Committee 

FROM: Pam Rinker 

DATE: March 30, 2011 

SUBJECT: Summary of LSA Curriculum Committee Minutes 
for March 15, 2011 
 

1. Minutes of 3/8/11 were approved. 

2. A request from the English Language Institute to increase the maximum 
number of ELI credits earned toward degree from four to six was 
deferred.  

3. The possibility of revising the final course evaluation forms for LSA 
courses was discussed. 

4. The wisdom of allowing centers to offer concentrations and academic 
minors was discussed. 

5. The committee reviewed an update to courses offered as part of the 
Sophomore Initiative. 

6. A grade grievance template developed by Student Academic Affairs was 
discussed.  

7. The committee followed up on a prior discussion about undergraduate 
certificates. 
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LSA CURRICULUM COMMITTEE 
Minutes of March 15, 2011 

Present: Evans Young (Acting Chair), Pallavi Abraham, Caroline Canning, Phil Deloria, Ellie Dertz, Tim Dodd, 
Stephen Garcia, Phil Gorman, Lori Gould, Mika Lavaque-Manty, Neil Marsh, Tim McKay, Kristen Moore, 
Jennifer Myers, Esrold Nurse, Sushama Pavgi, JoAnn Peraino, Pam Rinker, Catherine Sanok, Naomi Silver, Donna 
Wessel Walker, and Rebecca Zurier 

Visitor: David R. Smith 

The meeting came to order at 3:10 pm 

MINUTES 

Minutes for 3/8/11 were approved.  

CREDIT LIMITS ON ELI COURSES TOWARD DEGREE 

The committee considered the attached request from the English Language Institute to increase the maximum 
number of ELI credits earned toward degree from four to six. They considered the current maximum of four 
credits reasonable and deferred the request. In order to resubmit this request, ELI was asked to provide 
additional information as follows: a stronger rationale; statistics as to the number of credits earned by students 
who have taken ELI courses over the past few years; and specific courses students might take to earn two more 
ELI credits toward their degree.  

FINAL EVALUATIONS FOR LSA COURSES 

As formulated by Phil Deloria, the Executive Committee requested a discussion of two questions about final 
evaluation forms:  

1. Standard questions: In addition to the four university-wide questions, are there a small set of LSA 
questions chosen from the attached IDQ catalog that might be standardized across all E&E evaluations 
within LSA? Some faculty members request a substantial number of secondary questions, focused on a 
wide range of teaching issues. Others use only the standard four university questions.  
 

2. Team Teaching: Do evaluations for team-taught courses either magnify or diminish evaluation scores? 
Currently, there is no provision in the tenure and promotion process for thinking about the effects of 
team teaching on the evaluation of faculty, particularly when there are differences in the skills and 
abilities of two or more teachers. For example:  

 Does the weaker teacher get better scores than he/she might have, as a kind of coattail effect?  
 Does the stronger teacher get weaker scores than he/she would have, dragged down by the 

weaker teaching partner? 
 Or, might the weaker teacher get weaker scores, since students are directly exposed to a 

comparison with a stronger teacher? 
 Or might the stronger teacher get stronger scores, since students are directly exposed to a 

comparison with a weaker teacher? 

Since the Registrar’s Office has assumed responsibility for administering final course evaluations, the 
Curriculum Committee strongly agreed that now would be an excellent time to request changes, not only in the 
questionnaire items but also in how the response data is processed and reported. Evaluating and assessing 
critical and complex issues such as student learning and teacher effectiveness requires more comprehensive 
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data. Some instructors design their own final evaluations to elicit excellent feedback from students as compared 
to standard E&E forms. In addition, the current broad groupings of faculty are so broad that the rankings in 
quartiles can be misleading. This hardly seems fair when promotion cases rely on instructor scores on the first 
two questions, and do not take into account a myriad of secondary factors that can factor into effectiveness. 

The committee thought it was difficult to use a single final evaluation form across LSA since departments vary 
so widely in terms of curriculum and administration. The current forms also don’t take into consideration 
whether individual students have a strong bias toward particular instructors or if they typically respond 
positively or negatively. For faculty seeking to improve their teaching, open-ended questions often elicit more 
useful information than close-ended ones. In addition, many students with good study skills can learn a lot even 
though they may hate a course itself. These issues become even more complex for evaluating various types of 
team teaching, from alternating lectures to true collaboration.  

The committee recommended forming a smaller group of faculty and students to consider these questions in 
more detail. They asked LSA Student Government representatives to submit questions they considered more 
effective. As related issues, they asked: How can students have better and fuller access to the resulting data, 
preferably as a report of responses to all questions? How can students be convinced that offering feedback to 
instructors is a very serious issue of enormous value to all? What three things would students want to tell others 
about specific courses and instructors? Would it be useful or even possible to tie student evaluations into the 
online Course Guide or the registration process itself?  

Finally, the committee thought it was important to consider the whole literature on these issues, especially 
assessment of student learning outcomes and evaluation of different types of learning. When instructors design a 
course, how can they ensure it will be taught effectively and that the material will be fascinating to students as 
well as themselves? Some instructors have such charisma that students will pay attention to anything they talk 
about! Since the goal of undergraduate education is life-long learning, the critical issue remains: How will 
students make use of this information once they are out in the world? 

Concentrations & Academic Minors Offered by Centers 

The committee reviewed the attached list of concentrations and academic minors that are created from existing 
departmental courses, and remained concerned about diverting resources from departments. For example, since 
the International Institute has no faculty lines of its own, it must draw upon those approved for departments, 
which are LSA’s primary teaching units. Historically, the main goals of the Centers were offering language 
instruction and providing graduate students in area studies with fellowships, rather than contributing to 
undergraduate education. While this is not a pressing issue, the committee will look more carefully at future 
proposals, especially significant overlap in material that warrants excluding specific departmental concentrators 
and minors from earning a minor offered by a center.  

SOPHOMORE INITIATIVE 

With regard to the Dean’s Office pilot effort to increase the number of courses targeting second-year LSA 
students, the University Courses Division provided the attached list of Fall 2011 courses tagged in the online 
Course Guide included in the Sophomore Initiative. Course offerings are expected to change and increase. 

GRADE GRIEVANCE TEMPLATE  

Esrold Nurse, Assistant Dean for Student Academic Affairs, and David R. Smith, Deputy Assistant Dean, 
developed the attached template to provide guidelines for departments in updating their established grade 
grievance process. Some have not done so in twenty years. The Registrar’s Office accepts three basic reasons 
for changing a grade: 1) clerical error; 2) reconsideration of work; or 3) additional work. According to Dean 
Nurse, it is critical that students who go through a grade grievance process feel they have received a just hearing 

385



LSA Curriculum Committee Minutes, 3/15/11 

  

and outcome. Although specifics vary among disciplines and departments, each grade grievance process should 
address common elements such as the following: how to form a review committee; what evidence should be 
required; how to reach an agreement so that cases aren’t endlessly delayed; how to avoid a confrontational 
discussion between faculty and student; and how to identify cases that don’t need to go through a formal 
process.  

UNDERGRADUATE CERTIFICATES 

Neil Marsh, Professor of Chemistry, asked to follow up on the committee’s prior discussions about 
undergraduate certificates, most recently on 1/25/11 when the college approved a proposal that LSA student 
transcripts include a certificate upon completion of Engineering’s Program in Entrepreneurship (PIE). 
Regardless of the merits of any specific proposal, Marsh thought the university’s process for approving and 
managing undergraduate certificates can lead to inequities. In his view, a system of reciprocal agreements (or 
disagreements) between colleges about granting students in one college official recognition for completing a 
certificate offered by another college leads to a situation in which two students can complete identical course 
work, but one is credited with a notation on their transcript and the other is not. Marsh also thought a University-
wide solution was especially appropriate given the increasing emphasis on interdisciplinary learning, with a 
growing number of students completing courses offered by various colleges. 

Marsh proposed one possible solution would be to have certificates approved and managed on a University-wide 
basis (e.g. through the Provost’s office). In that case, any student who fulfilled certain requirements would earn 
a certificate noted on his/her transcript. Potential benefits would be more even standards for certificates and an 
increase in their value to students. Since each college has different goals and standards for undergraduate 
education, however, the committee thought the college should have some say as to what a UM degree represents 
for LSA students. They also acknowledged that initiating a university-wide change in the process for approving 
and managing undergraduate certificates is beyond its purview.  

The meeting was adjourned at 5 pm. 

Next meeting:   SUBCOMMITTEES, MARCH 22, 2011 

  COURSE APPROVALS, MARCH 29, 2011 
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To: Curriculum Committee 
    College of Literature, Science and the Arts 
  
From:  Steven N. Dworkin, Director 
       English Language Institute 
  
Re: Credit Limits on ELI courses for graduation 
  
February 1. 2011 
  
As noted in the LSA Bulletin, students may count only four hours of ELI credit toward 
a degree. While I do agree that only a small number of such courses should be counted 
toward graduation, the current limit of four hours does not reflect a major change in 
the credit hours offered for ELI courses.
 
The four credit limit was instituted at a time when almost all ELI courses carried 
either one or two credits. One of the changes that I instituted as ELI Director was 
bringing the credit value of ELI courses into line with the number of contact hours 
for each course. Consequently, a number of courses that formerly carried one or two 
hours credit now carry two or three credits. As a result in the increase of the credit 
value of many of the ELI¹s courses, I wish to request that the maximum number of ELI 
courses that can be counted toward graduation be raised to six hours. In this way 
students can still take the same number of ELI courses as in the past, if they or their 
advisers feel that the English language skills developed in these courses will help 
them in the pursuit of their academic goals in LSA. 
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Teaching Questionnaires

E&E teaching questionnaires contain four University-wide questions to which students respond on a five-point scale 
of agreement-disagreement.  Questionnaires may also contain up to 26 additional agree-disagree questions and up to 
five open-ended questions.   

University-Wide Questions
These questions ask for an overall evaluation of a course and instructor.  
Unless special arrangements are made, these four questions will appear 
automatically on your questionnaire. 

1. Overall, this was an excellent course. 
2. Overall, the instructor was an excellent teacher. 
3. I learned a great deal in this course. 
4.   I had a strong desire to take this course. 

Student Course-Guide Questions
These questions help students obtain information about University courses.  
If you include these eight questions on your teaching questionnaire, results 
from these questions and the University-wide questions will be released to 
the Michigan Student Assembly (MSA) for publication in the on-line 
course evaluation guide Advice. 

891.   The workload for this course was (SA=LIGHT…SD=HEAVY) 
892.   Students felt comfortable asking questions. 
893.   Graded assignments reflected the material covered. 
894.   The grades in this course were fairly determined. 
895.   Students´ difficulty with the material was recognized. 
896.   My expected grade in this course is (SA=A, A=B, N=C, D=D, SD=E). 
897.   The course requirements were clearly defined. 
898.   The instructor presented material clearly in lectures/discussions. 

Teaching Improvement Questions 
Student responses to these questions can help teachers find strengths and
weaknesses in their teaching.  Questionnaires that include Student 
Course-Guide Questions may include up to 18 Teaching Improvement  
questions.  Questionnaires that do not include Course-Guide questions  
may include up to 26 Teaching Improvement questions. 

STUDENT DEVELOPMENT

Knowledge
120.   I learned a good deal of factual material in this course. 
121.   I gained a good understanding of concepts/principles in this field. 
122.   I learned to apply principles from this course to new situations. 
123.   I learned to identify main points and central issues in this field. 
124.   I learned to identify formal characteristics of works of art. 
125.   I developed the ability to solve real problems in this field. 
126.   I developed creative ability in this field. 
127.   I developed the ability to communicate clearly about this subject. 
128.   I developed ability to carry out original research in this area. 
129.   I developed an ability to evaluate new work in this field. 

130. I learned to recognize the quality of works of art in this field. 
131. I became more aware of multiple perspectives on issues of diversity. 
132. I learned to think critically about difficult issues of diversity. 

Interests and Values 
140. I deepened my interest in the subject matter of this course. 
141. I developed enthusiasm about the course material. 
142. I was stimulated to do outside reading about the course material. 
143. I was stimulated to discuss related topics outside of class. 
144. I developed plans to take additional related courses. 
145. I developed a set of overall values in this field. 

Participation 
160. I participated actively in class discussion. 
161. I developed leadership skills in this class. 
162. I developed new friendships in this class. 

Social Awareness 
163. I developed greater awareness of societal problems. 
164. I became interested in community projects related to the course. 
165. I learned to value new viewpoints. 
166. I reconsidered many of my former attitudes. 
167. I increased my appreciation of other students in this class. 

Self-concept 
170. I gained a better understanding of myself through this course. 
171. I gained an understanding of some of my personal problems. 
172. I developed a greater sense of personal responsibility. 
173. I increased my awareness of my own interests and talents. 
174.   I developed more confidence in myself 

Vocational Skills and Attitudes 
180. I developed skills needed by professionals in this field. 
181. I learned about career opportunities. 
182. I developed a clearer sense of professional identity. 

INSTRUCTOR EFFECTIVENESS 

Instructor Skill 
198. I was very satisfied with the educational experience this instructor 

provided.
199. The instructor explained material clearly and understandably. 
200. The instructor handled questions well. 
201. The instructor gave clear explanations. 
202. The instructor made good use of examples and illustrations. 
203. The instructor stressed important points in lectures/discussions. 
204. The instructor was enthusiastic. 
205. The instructor put material across in an interesting way. 
206. The instructor seemed to enjoy teaching. 
207. The instructor appeared to have a thorough knowledge of the 

subject.

388



208.   The instructor seemed knowledgeable in many areas. 
209.   The instructor was not confused by unexpected questions. 
210.   The instructor was skillful in observing student reactions. 
211.   The instructor was sensitive to student difficulty with course work. 
212.   The instructor taught near the class level. 
183.   The instructor used examples that had relevance for me. 
184.   The instructor taught in a manner that served my needs as a student. 
185.   The instructor was sensitive to multicultural issues in the classroom. 
186.   The instructor was effective in handling multicultural issues and content. 
187.   The instructor promoted meaningful discussions of issues of diversity. 
188.   The instructor handled controversy in the classroom productively. 
189.   The instructor challenged stereotypic assumptions in discussions. 
190.   The instructor accommodated students with various learning needs. 
191.   The instructor accommodated the needs of students with disabilities. 
192.   The instructor tried to accommodate individual rates of learning. 
193.   The instructor tried to accommodate individual styles of learning. 
194.   The instructor responded to the different language needs of students.

Instructional Climate 
213.   The instructor was friendly. 
214.   The instructor was permissive and flexible. 
215.   The instructor maintained an atmosphere of good feeling in class. 
216.   The instructor acknowledged all questions insofar as possible. 
217.   The instructor treated students with respect. 
218.   The instructor encouraged constructive criticism. 
219.   The instructor was willing to meet and help students outside class. 
220.   The instructor gave individual attention to students in the class. 
243.   The instructor treated all students fairly. 
244.   The instructor encouraged student participation in an equitable way. 
245.   The instructor valued the diversity of life experiences among 
           students. 
246.   The instructor tried to learn the names of all students.
247.   The instructor made me feel known as an individual in this class.
248.   The classroom’s physical environment was conducive to learning. 
249.   The instructor appeared open to viewpoints besides her or his own. 
250.   The instructor was open to contributions from all class members. 
251.   The instructor saw cultural and personal differences as assets. 

Interaction 
221.   Students frequently volunteered their own opinions. 
222.   One real strength of this course was the classroom discussion. 
223.   Students in this course were free to disagree and ask questions. 
252.   The instructor made me feel valued in this class. 
253.   I felt included and valued when working with other students. 
254.   Group activities in this class contributed to my learning.  
255.   Collaborative group activities helped me learn the material.  
256.   Working with other students helped me learn more effectively. 

Feedback
224.   The instructor suggested specific ways students could improve. 
225.   The instructor told students when they had done especially well. 
226.   The instructor kept students informed of their progress. 

Organization 
 227.   The instructor had everything going according to schedule. 
 228.   The instructor followed an outline closely. 
 229.   The instructor used class time well. 
 230.   The instructor seemed well prepared for each class. 
 231.   The objectives of the course were clearly explained. 
 232.   Work requirements and grading system were clear from the beginning. 

Difficulty 
239.   The amount of work required was appropriate for the credit received.

        
 EXAMS 

240.   The amount of material covered in the course was reasonable. 
241.   The instructor set high standards for students. 
242.   The instructor made the course difficult enough to be stimulating. 

ASSIGNMENTS 
318.   Writing assignments seemed carefully chosen. 
319. Writing assignments were interesting and stimulating. 
320. Writing assignments made students think. 
321. Directions for writing assignments were clear and specific. 
322. Writing assignments required a reasonable amount of time and effort. 
323. Writing assignments were relevant to what was presented in class. 
324. Writing assignments were graded fairly. 
325. Writing assignments were returned promptly. 
257. Writing assignments encouraged the inclusion of diverse  
          perspectives. 

READING ASSIGNMENTS 
326. Reading assignments seemed carefully chosen. 
327. Reading assignments were interesting and stimulating. 
328. Reading assignments made students think. 
329. Reading assignments required a reasonable amount of time and effort. 
330. Reading assignments were relevant to what was presented in class. 
258. Reading assignments covered material from diverse perspectives. 
259. The course pack covered material from diverse perspectives. 

LABORATORY ASSIGNMENTS 
331. The laboratory was a valuable part of this course. 
332. Laboratory assignments seemed carefully chosen. 
333. Laboratory assignments were interesting and stimulating. 
334. Laboratory assignments made students think. 
335. Directions for laboratory assignments were clear and specific. 
336. Laboratory assignments required a reasonable amount of time and
          effort. 
337. Laboratory assignments were relevant to what was presented in class. 
338. Laboratory reports were graded fairly. 
339. Laboratory reports were returned promptly. 

OTHER ASSIGNMENTS 
260. Group assignments helped me to learn the material. 
261. The term project was very useful in learning the material.  

TEXTBOOK
340. The textbook made a valuable contribution to the course. 
341. The textbook was easy to read and understand. 
342. The textbook presented various sides of issues. 
343. A textbook would be a useful addition to this course. 

AUDIOVISUAL MATERIALS 
344. Films were a valuable part of this course. 
345. Audio materials were a valuable part of this course. 
346. Films used in this course were a great help to learning. 
347.  Multimedia materials were a valuable part of this course. 
348.   Audiovisual materials were a valuable part of this course. 
349.   Videotapes used in this course were a great help to learning. 
350. Slides/overheads were a valuable part of this course. 

TRUCTIONAL COMPUTING 
351.   Electronic presentations were a valuable part of this course. 
352.   E-mail discussions were a valuable part of this course. 
353.   Use of the World Wide Web was a valuable part of this course. 
354.   Computer labs were a valuable part of this course. 
355.   Computer tutorials were a valuable part of this course. 

356.   Examinations covered the important aspects of the course. 
357.   The exams covered the reading assignments well. 
358.   The exams covered the lecture material well. 
359.   Exams were creative and required original thought 
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360.   Exams were reasonable in length and difficulty. 
361.   Examination items were clearly worded. 
362. The exams were returned in a reasonable amount of time. 
363.   The examinations were graded very carefully and fairly. 
364.   The test items were adequately explained after a test was given. 

GRADING 
365.   Grades were assigned fairly and impartially. 
366.   The grading system was clearly explained. 
367.   The instructor had a realistic definition of good performance. 

STUDENT RESPONSIBILITY 
369.   I tried to relate what I learned in this course to my own experience. 
370.   I attended class regularly. 
371.   I utilized all the learning opportunities provided in this course. 
372.   I created my own learning experiences in connection with the course. 
373.   I helped classmates learn. 

Open-ended Questions 
These questions ask students to write short answers.  You may select 
up to five questions from the group below for inclusion on your 
questionnaire.

900.   Comment on the quality of instruction in this course. 
901.   How can the instructor improve the teaching of this course? 
902.   Which aspects of this course did you like best? 
903.   Which aspects of this course did you like least? 
904.   What changes would you make in the lectures? 
905.   What changes would you make in the readings? 
906.   What changes would you make in the examinations? 
907.   How would you change this course? 
908.   Which aspects of this course were most valuable? 
909.   Which aspects of this course were least valuable? 
910.   How might the class climate be made more inclusive of diverse

students? 
911.   Please comment on the quality of the course as a whole. 
912.   Please comment on the effectiveness of this instructor. 
913.   How might the teaching methods used be more sensitive to 

diverse needs? 
914.   How might working in groups be made more inclusive for 

diverse students?  
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CURRENT CENTER OFFERINGS 
 
 
Concentrations 

1. International Studies (CICS) 

 International Security, Norms & Cooperation  

 Political Economy & Development  

 Comparative Culture & Identity  

 Global Environment & Health  

2. Latin American and Caribbean Studies 
3. Middle Eastern and North African Studies 
4. Russian, East European, and Eurasian Studies 

 

 

Academic Minors (out of a total of 83) 

 

Complex Systems (Center for the Study of Complex Systems) 

East European Studies (Center for Russian and East European Studies) 

International Studies (International and Comparative Studies) 

Islamic Studies (Islamic Studies Program) 

Latin American and Caribbean Studies (Latin American and Caribbean Studies) 

Medieval and Early Modern Studies (Medieval and Early Modern Studies) 
Modern Middle Eastern and North African Studies (Middle Eastern and North African Studies) 

Modern European Studies (Center for European Studies-European Union Center) 

Russian Studies (Russian and East European Studies) 

Writing (Sweetland Center for Writing) 
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ONLINE COURSE GUIDE: SOPHOMORE INITIATIVE 
 
 

HONORS 251 - Honors Humanities Seminar  
Section 001, SEM  
The Symphonic Century: Music and Revolution in the 19th Century  
 
Instructor: Andre,Naomi A  

FA 2011 
Credits: 3 
Reqs: HU 

Other: Honors, SophInit  

HONORS 251 - Honors Humanities Seminar  
Section 002, SEM  
Imagination  
 
Instructor: Amrine,Frederick R  

FA 2011 
Credits: 3 
Reqs: HU 

Other: Honors, SophInit  

HONORS 251 - Honors Humanities Seminar  
Section 003, SEM  
History of American Magazines  
 
Instructor: Howard,June M  

FA 2011 
Credits: 3 
Reqs: HU 

Other: Honors, SophInit  

HONORS 251 - Honors Humanities Seminar  
Section 004, SEM  
Race, Racism, & Ethnicity  
 

FA 2011 
Credits: 3 

Reqs: RE, HU 
Other: Honors, SophInit  

HONORS 252 - Honors Natural Sciences Seminar  
Section 002, SEM  
Creativity in the Sciences and the Arts  
 
Instructor: Ragsdale,Stephen W; homepage  

FA 2011 
Credits: 3 

Reqs: BS, NS 
Other: Honors, SophInit  

PHIL 240 - Environmental Ethics  
Section 001, LEC  
 
Instructor: Aarnio, Maria Agafia  

FA 2011 
Credits: 3 
Reqs: HU 

Other: SophInit  

POLSCI 391 - Introduction to Modeling Political Processes  
Section 001, LEC  
 
Instructor: Page,Scott E  

FA 2011 
Credits: 4 

Reqs: SS, QR/1 
Other: SophInit  

RCHUMS 334 - Special Topics in the Humanities  
Section 005, SEM  
The Cultures of Basketball  
 
Instructor: Colas,Santiago; homepage  

FA 2011 
Credits: 3 
Reqs: HU 

Other: SophInit  

UC 210 - Perspectives on Careers in Medicine and Health Care  
Section 001, SEM  
 
Instructor: Zorn,Frances B  

FA 2011 
Credits: 4 

Other: SophInit  
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UC 225 - Undergraduate Internship  
Section 019, IND  
 
Instructor: Smith, David Raymond  

FA 2011 
Credits: 1 

Other: SophInit, Experiential 

  

UC 250 - Sophomore Humanities Seminar  
Section 001, SEM  
The Cultures of Basketball  
 
Instructor: Colas,Santiago; homepage  

FA 2011 
Credits: 3 
Reqs: HU 

Other: SophInit  

UC 250 - Sophomore Humanities Seminar  
Section 002, SEM  
Jewish American Short Stories  
 
Instructor: Norich,Anita  

FA 2011 
Credits: 3 
Reqs: HU 

Other: SophInit  

UC 256 - Twenty Two Ways  
Section 001, LEC  
Multidisc Exploration of Food  
 
Instructor: Deloria,Philip J; homepage  

FA 2011 
Credits: 3 
Reqs: ID 

Other: SophInit  

UC 270 - University Courses Special Topics  
Section 001, LEC  
 

FA 2011 
Credits: 1 - 3 

Other: SophInit  

UC 270 - University Courses Special Topics  
Section 002, LEC  
 

FA 2011 
Credits: 1 - 3 

Other: Minicourse, SophInit  

UC 270 - University Courses Special Topics  
Section 003, LEC  
 

FA 2011 
Credits: 1 - 3 

Other: Minicourse, SophInit  
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Departmental Grade Grievance Template 

Office of Student Academic Affairs 

Winter 2011 

I. Preamble 

Within the College of Literature, Science, and the Arts, instructors are expected to set fair and consistent 

grading procedures for their respective courses.  The key to implementing fair grading procedures in 

courses across the College is that individual instructors adhere to grading rubrics that are applied evenly 

and consistently to all students within a respective course.  If the grading rubric is used consistently for 

each student, then the final grade is assumed to be the correct grade.   Nevertheless, students can 

inquire about a grade and subsequently initiate a grade grievance when they think that the grade was 

unfairly given.  

II. Consultation with Instructor  

 

The first step in inquiring about the accuracy of a final grade should be directed to the lead instructor of 

the course. This initial inquiry should take place within the first fifteen University business days of the 

first full term following the term in which the disputed grade was issued.  If, after this inquiry, the 

student is not satisfied with the instructor’s response, the student may choose to initiate a formal grade 

grievance.  To initiate a formal grade grievance, the student should contact the Associate Chair of 

Undergraduate Studies (ACUS) or the Director of Undergraduate Studies (DUS) of the home department 

of the course in question before the end of the fifth week of classes in the first full term following the 

term in which the disputed grade was issued. 

 

III. Formal complaint to Associate Chair of Undergraduate Studies (ACUS) or Director of 

Undergraduate Studies (DUS) 

 

To initiate the formal grade grievance process, the student must convey in writing the basis for the 

complaint, with specific evidence in support of the argument that the grade either was given in error or 

was unfairly determined.  This formal complaint also should summarize the outcome of the initial 

inquiry to the course instructor, indicating what aspects are in dispute.  Upon receipt of the written 

complaint, the ACUS/DUS will ask the instructor to provide a written summary restating how the final 

grade was determined and to respond to the specific claims made by the student.    

 

After receiving this information from both the student and the instructor, the ACUS/DUS will then 

determine if sufficient evidence exists to convene the Department’s Grade Grievance Committee.  If the 

ACUS/DUS determines that there is insufficient evidence for the grade grievance, the matter is 

considered closed, and the original grade stands.    

 

If the ACUS/DUS determines that the grade grievance should proceed, a date for a formal hearing with 

the Grade Grievance Committee will be set.   
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IV. Grade Grievance Hearing 

 

Once it has been determined that a formal hearing will be held, the ACUS/DUS will empanel the 

appropriate Departmental Grade Grievance Committee.  Both the student filing the grade grievance and 

the respective instructor will be provided with copies of the written student complaint and the 

instructor’s summary in advance of the formal hearing.  During the formal hearing, the student will be 

asked to first present the basis of his or her complaint; the instructor will then be asked to present his or 

her explanation for how grades were determined.   Following an open period of questions to all parties, 

i.e., the student, the instructor and the Grade Grievance committee members, the formal hearing will be 

adjourned.    

 

V. Grade Grievance Committee’s Recommendation 

 

The Grade Grievance Committee will then have ten University business days to determine its 

recommendation and submit a written report to the ACUS/DUS.   

 

If the Grade Grievance Committee decides that a grade change is not warranted, the ACUS/DUS will 

convey this in writing to the student and the instructor.  The original grade will stand and the matter is 

considered closed.    

 

If the committee recommends a grade change, the instructor will be asked to respond in writing within 

five University business days to the ACUS/DUS indicating whether or not he/she will abide by the Grade 

Grievance Committee’s recommendation.  If the instructor agrees to a grade change, the ACUS/DUS will 

in writing inform the student of the instructor’s decision and the student’s final course grade will be 

changed.  The matter is considered closed.  

If an instructor does not accept the Grade Grievance Committee’s recommendation to change the final 

grade, the original grade will stand.  By College policy, a final course grade rests solely with the 

instructor and, as such, a course grade cannot be changed without the instructor’s consent. When this 

occurs, the ACUS/DUS will convey in writing this decision to the student.  The matter is considered 

closed.  

VI. Consultation with the Office of Student Academic Affairs 

Grade grievances end at the Department level.  There is no appeal beyond the Department. The Office 

of the Assistant Dean for Student Academic Affairs is available for consultation and review of the 

process to ensure that all grade grievance procedures were followed at the Departmental level.  
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MEMORANDUM 

 
 

TO: Members of the LSA Executive Committee 

FROM: Pam Rinker 

DATE: April 8, 2011 

SUBJECT: Summary of LSA Curriculum Committee Minutes 
for March 29, 2011 
 

1. Minutes of 3/15/11 were approved. 

2. Course approval requests were acted upon. 

3. Modifications to six concentrations were approved. 

4. The addition of an Honors Plan to the International Studies concentration 
was approved. 

5. A new Academic Minor in Central Eurasian Studies was approved. 

6. Modifications to two academic minors were approved. 
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LSA CURRICULUM COMMITTEE 
Minutes of March 29, 2011 

Present: Evans Young (Acting Chair), Pallavi Abraham, Caroline Canning, Phil Deloria, Ellie Dertz, Tim Dodd, 
Stephen Garcia, Phil Gorman, Lori Gould, Mika Lavaque-Manty, Neil Marsh, Tim McKay, Kristen Moore, 
Sushama Pavgi, JoAnn Peraino, Pam Rinker, Catherine Sanok, Donna Wessel Walker, and Rebecca Zurier 

The meeting came to order at 3:10 pm. 

MINUTES 

Minutes of 3/15/11 were approved as amended. 

COURSE APPROVAL REQUESTS 

1. The committee approved a total of 34 course approval requests: 7 new proposals; 25 modifications; and 
2 deletions (see Course Approval Appendix).  

2. UC 225, Undergraduate Internship (1 credit), was approved as repeatable for a maximum of 4 credits. 
The committee requested assurance, however, that the following policy would be enforced: students have 
the option of completing any internship for either course credit or monetary compensation, but not both. 
They pointed out the need to remind all departments about this policy, and plan to discuss making it an 
official, written college policy in the future. 

3. Two courses were approved for Humanities (HU) distribution: 
a. AAS 381/WOMENSTD 381 (F11) 
b. ACABS 326 / HJCS 326 / JUDAIC 326 / RELIGION 326 (W12) 

CONCENTRATIONS 

The committee approved the attached modifications for six concentrations effective F11: 
1. Astronomy and Astrophysics 
2. Biochemistry 
3. Ecology and Evolutionary Biology 
4. General Biology 
5. Neuroscience 
6. Plant Biology 

The committee approved the addition of an Honors plan to the International Studies concentration effective F11. 
(See attachment for details.) The proposed resources, assuming they are approved by LSA Budget, should benefit all 
concentrators. Due to the rapid growth of this program is such a short time, the committee remains concerned about 
its ability to serve all CICS concentrators effectively.  

ACADEMIC MINORS 

Although the committee still has issues about academic minors being offered by centers rather than departments, 
they approved the attached new Academic Minor in Central Eurasian Studies effective F11.  

The committee also approved the attached modifications to two academic minors effective F11: Complex 
Systems and Linguistics. 

The meeting was adjourned at 4:25 pm. 

Next Meeting:  Discussion 
April 5, 2011 
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The University of Michigan

Department of Astronomy

DAVID M. DENNISON BUILDING

501 E. UNIVERSITY AVE.

ANN ARBOR, MI 48109-1042

734 764 3440 FAX 734 763-6317

M. S. Oey

msoey@umich.edu

April 5, 2011

Pam Rinker, LSA Curriculum Specialist

Dear Pam:

The Physics Department has informed us that the course number for Physics 451, “Meth-

ods of Theoretical Physics”, is changing to Physics 351. Our Concentration in Astronomy

and Astrophysics currently requires one of the following three math courses: Math 450, Math

454, or Physics 451.

We are therefore changing this requirement for the Concentration in Astronomy and

Astrophysics to be one of the following three math courses: Math 450, Math 454, or Physics

351.

Please let us know if you have any questions.

Thank you,

Associate Professor

Chair, Astronomy Curriculum Committee

cc: Joel Bregman, Astronomy Chair

Ted Bergin, Astronomy Undergraduate Advisor

Gus Evrard, Physics

Dan Freidus, LSA Advising
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Department of Chemistry 

16th March 2011 

 

To: L.S.A. Curriculum Committee 

RE: Request to modify requirements for concentration in Biochemistry 

 

I would like to request the committee’s approval for the following changes to the Biochemistry 
Concentration requirements.  These follow on from the recent approval of courses in bio-
analytical chemistry, CHEM 245, and the companion laboratory courses CHEM 246 and CHEM 
247.  We believe these are appropriate substitutes for the existing requirements for analytical 
chemistry courses CHEM 241 and CHEM 242 in the biochemistry curriculum.    

Requested changes effective Fall 2011: 

Old: requirement: CHEM 302 or CHEM 303 or CHEM 240 

New: requirement: CHEM 302 or CHEM 303 or CHEM 240 or CHEM 245 

Old: requirement: CHEM 216 or CHEM 242  

New: requirement: CHEM 216 or CHEM 242 or (CHEM 246 and CHEM 247) 

 

All other requirements remain the same. 

Let me know if you have any questions. 

 

Neil Marsh, Professor of Chemistry and Biological Chemistry, 

Chair, undergraduate biochemistry curriculum committee. 
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MODIFICATIONS to BIOLOGY CONCENTRATIONS 
Effective FALL 2011 

 
Concentration Program (p. 77 LSA Bulletin) 
1.I.  Put courses in numerical order:  BIOLOGY 205, then BIOLOGY 207*, etc.  Also add an 
asterisk to BIOLOGY 230 as a lab course and correct the credits to (4). 
 
Current Text: 
5. A minimum of three laboratory courses.  Library “research” and introductory biology 
laboratories do not qualify.  Only three credits of any independent study course may count 
toward the concentration program.  A maximum of three credits of independent research 
under the direct supervision of a faculty member (EEB 300 or 400, or MCDB 300 or 400), or, on 
approval of the concentration advisor, three credits of independent research under a faculty 
member of another University of Michigan department, may be used as one of the laboratory 
experiences.  Three credits of independent research must be completed in one term to satisfy a 
laboratory requirement. 
 
Revised Text:  
5. Three laboratory or field courses in biology beyond the introductory level.  Library 
“research” and introductory biology laboratories do not qualify. A maximum of three credits of 
independent research (EEB 300 or 400, or MCDB 300 or 400), under the direct supervision of a 
faculty member, or, under a faculty member of another University of Michigan department with 
an EEB or MCDB faculty co-sponsor, may be used as one of the laboratory experiences.  Three 
credits of independent research must be completed in one term to satisfy a laboratory 
requirement. A maximum of three credits of any independent study course may count 
toward the concentration program.   
 
General Biology Concentration  
 
Current Text: 
3. Two laboratory or field courses in biology beyond the introductory level (EEB 300 or 400, or 
MCDB 300 or 400, independent study, elected for a minimum of 3 credits, may be used for one 
of the laboratory courses.  [Three credits of independent research must be completed in one term 
to satisfy a laboratory requirement.]) 
 
Revised Text: 
3. Two laboratory or field courses in biology beyond the introductory level.  Library “research” 
and introductory biology laboratories do not qualify.  A maximum of three credits of 
independent research (EEB 300 or 400, or MCDB 300 or 400), under the direct supervision of a 
faculty member, or, under a faculty member of another University of Michigan department with 
an EEB or MCDB faculty co-sponsor, may be used as one of the laboratory experiences.  Three 
credits of independent research must be completed in one term to satisfy a laboratory 
requirement.  A maximum of three credits of any independent study course may count 
toward the concentration program.   
 
Delete #5: 
5. Only three credits of any independent study course may count toward the concentration 
program.   
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Plant Biology Concentration (p. 78 LSA Bulletin) 
3.  Plant Biology elective courses should include EEB 457*. 
 
 
Ecology and Evolutionary Biology Concentration (p. 104 LSA Bulletin) 
Core Courses 1.a. Correct BIOLOGY 281 & 372 to BIOLOGY 281 & EEB 372 (or BIOLOGY 282) 

 
 
Neuroscience Concentration 
 
Electives 2. B:  Add 532 to PSYCH courses 
Electives 2. C:  Change MCDB 205 to BIOLOGY 205 
 
Lab requirement 3. B:  Add 326 to PSYCH courses 
Quantitative Cognate B:  Put PHYSICS courses in numerical order— 
PHYSICS 125 or 135 or 140 or 160 
PHYSICS 126 or 235 or 240 or 260 
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March 24, 2011 
 
To:   LSA Curriculum Committee 
From:  Ken Kollman, Director of the II and CICS 
Re:  Honors program in international studies 
 
I want to thank the committee for considering our earlier request for an honors program in International 
Studies.   The feedback from the committee had to do with three issues.   
 
First, we need more advising in the IS concentration without even adding honors. Second, paying 
faculty to oversee honors thesis is a poor precedent.  And third, that providing funding for students to 
conduct research seems to cut against the budget climate of the college. 
 
Let me respond to these concerns, which are all legitimate.  In doing so, it will help to provide some 
context to begin.    
 
In light of the fact that the IS concentration has grown quite large (at least 340 concentrators as of this 
writing), the college has committed to shoring up both the teaching side and the staff side for the 
concentration.  This includes additional staffing and faculty positions devoted to the IS concentration.  
Some of this is beginning right away---there are plans to commit at least another .5 FTE to advising and 
organizing the curriculum in IS.  That should happen by May.  And in fact, this staff person would be 
charged with organizing the honors program, among his or her other duties.  Some of the shoring up 
will take several years---the college is planning to hire three new faculty in LSA social science 
departments who will devote .25 to .5 of their teaching responsibilities to IS.   
 
When we have faculty in place, we can ask those faculty to oversee honors theses as part of their 
regular faculty duties.  My immediate concern is with the IS concentrators over the next few years, and 
think we should offer an honors option as soon as possible.  I do not believe this will be a large number 
of students.  At most, seven or eight per year (probably less), and we will control the numbers we admit 
to honors through a process of having initial papers evaluated laying out a research plan. 
 
The issue that faces the IS right now is how to give faculty incentives to advise honors students on their 
theses.  We borrow faculty from the various departments to teach our courses, but they have no 
obligation to say, “yes,” to an honors student from IS.  Thus, I suggest that we be allowed to consider 
offering $500 in compensation into a faculty member’s research account upon completion of the 
advising task for an honors thesis.  The director of CICS will approve these payments upon evidence of 
satisfactory advising.  This would be a temporary system until the IS has its own faculty dedicated to 
the concentration.  If your committee does not approve this, we will try to go forward without such a 
compensation scheme and learn if faculty are willing to advise students on their theses.   
 
As for providing honors students with funding for research costs and possibly travel abroad to assist 
with their theses, CICS and the II have funding (limited but available) for this.  It is a commitment of 
the dean of LSA to provide for international experiences for IS students, including partial funding for 
internships, study abroad, and inclusion in faculty research projects. There are additional funds that 
could be made available (about $5000 per year) for honors students to use for their research.  Other 
departments also have these kinds of funding arrangements (sometimes from donors).    
 
I ask that the committee consider again this request to approve an honors program for international 
studies.  I would like to get this program up and running this spring so that current juniors would be 
eligible to start an honors thesis this coming summer and graduate in Winter 2012. 
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Date: November 12, 2010 

Memo to:  LSA Curriculum Committee 

From:  Center for International & Comparative Studies (CICS) 

Re:  Proposal to Commence International Studies Honors Program to be effective Fall 2011 or Winter 2012 

The Center for International & Comparative Studies (CICS) proposes offering an Honors concentration to its existing 
International Studies curriculum beginning in Fall of 2011.   To do so it needs to create a new course, CICS 499, for 
students writing an honors thesis.   

The new Honors concentration will include the following: 

Selection Criteria 

• Overall GPA of 3.4 
• Declared major in International Studies 
• Grade of B+ or better in CICS 101  

Opportunities Available for Students 

Honors section of CICS 101 (for freshman and sophomore Honors students) 

 Senior Honors Thesis 

Students writing a thesis will enroll in a new course, CICS 499, twice their senior year, for three credits each term. 

The thesis will have a minimum length of 50 pages.  Students are responsible for locating their own thesis 
advisor.  Advisor and topic must be approved by CICS director.  Faculty advisor receives stipend of $500 (to be 
paid by CICS).  This funding is necessary because CICS does not have its own faculty and thus needs to give an 
incentive for faculty to participate.   

An instructor, likely the CICS director, will oversee the Honors concentration.  This will include a class meeting with all 
Honors thesis students as a collective, at least twice per semester of their senior year, and once at the end of their 
junior year, to review requirements, answer questions, and discuss research practices and principles.   

Each student will have an oral defense of his or her thesis in a meeting with their thesis advisor and the CICS 
instructor, plus one outside reader from the faculty.   

Student grades on the thesis will be determined by the CICS instructor in consultation with the thesis advisor.  
Grades will be fail, pass with no Honors, Honors, High Honors, Highest Honors.   

Funding 

Available for field work related to the senior thesis, up to $1,000 per student (to be paid by Honors Program or by 
CICS)  
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PROPOSAL TO CREATE AN HONORS CONCENTRATION 
 

Department/Unit:   ____CICS_____________________________________________________ 
Name of Concentration: ____International Studies_______________________________________ 
Effective Term:   ____Fall 2011______________________ 
Date Submitted:   ____Nov 12, 2010__ 

Complete all applicable fields. Also attach revised text for inclusion in LSA Bulletin. 

                     Current Requirements Modified Requirements (type “same” if no changes) 

Min # credits 36 SAME 

Prereqs None per se SAME 

Required 
courses 
(state 
minimum # 
of credits for 
upper-level 
courses) 

1. Core Courses. CICS 101, 301 and 
401 

2. Foreign Language Requirement. 
Sixth-term proficiency in a language 
other than English Research 
Methods Course. One quantitative 
research methods course (minimum 
of 3 credits) 
One Regional Course (minimum 3 
credits) 

3. Subplans: Students must choose 
one subplan and take at least four 
courses (minimum 12 credits) from 
that subplan 

SAME, with the following adaptation and 
addition: 

CICS 101 – Honors section (Open to both 
LSA Honors students and Honors students in 
international studies) – although students can 
enroll in Honors concentration later and in 
that case can take any CICS 101 section 

CICS 499 – Honors Thesis 

Subplans/tra
cks 

 Political Economy & Development  
 International Security, Norms &  

Cooperation 
 Comparative Culture & Identity  
 Global Environment & Health 

SAME 

Electives Three electives (minimum of 9 credits). SAME 

Cognates   

Advising CICS Advisor CICS Director/ LSA Thesis Advisor 

Exclusions  N/A 

Dept. 
Honors 
(optional) 

 YES 

Other  Overall GPA of 3.4 
Declared major in International Studies 
Grade of B+ or better in CICS 101  
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Brief statement of the goals of the minor along the lines of those listed in the College Bulletin. 
The Center for Russian, East European, and Eurasian Studies (CREES) will offer an interdisciplinary minor to 
students who wish to: a) better understand the history, society, and culture of Central Eurasia (especially 
Central/Inner Asia and the Caucasus); and b) gain insight into contemporary political, economic, and social issues 
in this region. 

 
Intended audience for the minor. 

We anticipate this minor will be appealing to undergraduates enrolled in any college or school. The students that 
make up our intended audience fall into one of the following categories: 

 concentrators in a variety of LSA disciplines and professional schools who wish to develop contextual expertise 
on Central Eurasia; 

 students focusing on another world region who wish to deepen their knowledge of Central Eurasia as a 
comparative tool, or to better understand trade relationships, natural-resource usage patterns, or international 
politics and conflicts that spill into (and out of) this area. 

 
Summation of prerequisites and requirements for the minor for inclusion in the College Bulletin. 

No prerequisites will be required.  
 

Requirements: 
At least 15 credits of courses on Central Eurasia selected in consultation with and approved by the REES 
undergraduate academic advisor. A minimum of 3 courses that will be counted toward the minor must be 
upper-level (300- or 400-level). 

 REEES 340 (cross listed with AAPTIS, Asian, History, and MENAS) – From Genghis Khan to the 
Taliban: Modern Central Asia 

 Disciplinary distribution: at least one 3-credit course in each sub-area (arts/culture, history, and 
social science). 

 
Description of how each course requirement would contribute to the educational goals, structure, and coherence of 
the minor. 

At the core of the minor is an interdisciplinary survey of the region. For students who wish to minor in Central 
Eurasian Studies, REEES 340 provides an overview of the history, politics, government, economy, social 
institutions, environmental conditions, literature, and arts of the region and relations with the rest of the world. The 
disciplinary distribution requirements ensure that students are engaged in interdisciplinary study of Central Eurasia.  

 
List of concentrations and academic minors in other departments/units whose students should be prohibited from 
electing this minor, due either to significant overlap of requirements or to proximity of subject matter. 
 The minor will not be open to those electing a concentration or another academic minor in REEES. 
 
Departmental staff who would be responsible for advising students in planning and completing this minor. 

Appointments are scheduled online via the CREES website. Arrangements for continuing contacts are made in the 
first meeting with the CREES Academic Advisor. This meeting should be scheduled during the second term of the 
sophomore year. The CREES Student Services Associate also participates in the advising process. 

 
Brief supporting statement (one or two paragraphs) explaining the rationale for creating this minor. 

The minor complements the University’s increasing faculty strengths in Central Eurasian studies. Tenured faculty 
specialists on the region include two endowed professorships (one in modern Armenian history, the other in 
Armenian languages and literatures), plus additional tenured faculty in history (currently 2), NES (3), Slavic (1), and 
sociology (1). There is currently a search underway for an additional permanent faculty position in modern Central 
Asian studies emphasizing disciplinary expertise in the social sciences. Additionally, Central Eurasian language 
course offerings have been offered through a combination of on-campus and distance courses for Uzbek (and 
soon, Uyghur) and distance offerings for Pashto and Kazakh. (Such language study is not required for the Central 
Eurasian minor, but rather is a focus for REEES concentrators who emphasize Central Eurasia.) 
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MEMORANDUM 

TO: LSA Curriculum Committee 

FROM: Sarah G. Thomason  

DATE: 03/24/2010 

SUBJECT: Modification Request to the Academic Minor in Linguistics

 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

The Linguistics Department requests the addition of LING 209/PSYCH 242: Language and Human 

Mind, as a prerequisite to the Linguistics Academic Minor. It already is one of the prerequisites to the 

Linguistics Concentration and should be included in the minor as well.  

 

DEPARTMENT OF LINGUISTICS  

 

COLLEGE OF LITERATURE, SCIENCE, AND THE ARTS  

440 LORCH HALL  
611 TAPPAN STREET 
ANN ARBOR, MI 48109-1220 
734 764-0353 FAX: 734 936-3406 
http://ling.lsa.umich.edu  
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LSA Curriculum Committee 
Course Approval Actions 

3/29/2011   

1.
New

Winter 
2012

   

AAS 381 / ENGLISH 380 / WOMENSTD 381
Intersections: Fictions and Feminisms of the African Diaspora
(UG Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Megan Sweeney) 
 
Short Course Description:
   Focusing on fiction written by women in the African Diaspora, this course explores how works of fiction can contribute to an 
understanding of feminisms, and how various feminist perspectives can contribute to an understanding of fictional texts. 

Meets Distr Req: HU

Repeat for Credit? No

Advisory Prereq's: AAS 111 (CAAS 111)

Assessment: The department will monitor enrollments in the course and elicit specific feedback from students 
about how to improve the course. 

 

2.
New

Winter 
2012

   

AAS 383 / AMCULT 379
The Southern Novel
(UG Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Scott Ellsworth) 
 
Short Course Description:
   Focusing on five classic southern novels, this course will examine how history and literature can illuminate each other, 
particularly in matters of race and race relations. Readings will include works by Harper Lee, Zora Neale Hurston, William 
Faulkner, Dames Dickey, and Alice Walker, while in-class lectures will address Southern literary history and the history of the 
South during the turbulent decades of the 1930s through the 1970s. We will also focus on the authors' lives and the ways in 
which they created works of lasting significance out of the raw materials of their experiences.

Repeat for Credit? No

Advisory Prereq's: AAS 111 (CAAS 111)

Assessment: The department will monitor enrollments in the course and elicit feedback from students about how 
to improve the course. 

 

3.
New

Winter 
2012

   

AAS 432
Violent Environments: Oil, Development and the Discourse of Power 
(UG Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Omolade Adunbi) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This course will examine and compare discourses and practices concerned with resource extraction, resource distribution, 
energy security, and "modernity" in Africa, Europe, the Middle East, and Latin America. In particular, we'll explore how oil 
exploration in postcolonial states has created spaces of violence and possibilities for development, and has continually 
reshaped the idea of what constitutes the nation.

Repeat for Credit? No

Advisory Prereq's: AAS 200 (CAAS 200)

Assessment: The department will monitor enrollments in the course and elicit feedback from students about how 
to improve the course. 

 

4.
New

Winter 
2012

   

AAS 480 / HISTART 408
Visual Culture as History in Africa
(UG Full 3.0, Grad Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Raymond Silverman) 
 
Short Course Description:
   Employing the analytical and interpretive methods of art history, archaeology, and history, this course examines artifacts 
and architecture from a number of African societies as historical “documents” of the past, and also as agents of social, 
political, religious, and economic processes that were used to shape the histories of these societies.

Repeat for Credit? No

Advisory Prereq's: AAS 200 (CAAS 200)

Assessment: The department will monitor enrollments in the course and elicit feedback from students about how 
to improve the course. 

 

5.
New

Winter 

AAS 497 / POLSCI 458
Party Politics and Democracy in Sub-Saharan Africa
(UG Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
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2012

   

 
Short Course Description:
   This course explores the transition from one party to multi-party democracies in Africa, the growth of political parties, and 
prospects for the institutionalization of democracy across the continent. The course explores the extensive literature in 
comparative politics on parties and party systems, and its content is theoretical and empirical. 

Repeat for Credit? No

Advisory Prereq's: AAS 200 (CAAS 200)

Assessment: The department will monitor enrollments in the course and elicit feedback from students about how 
to improve the course. 

 

6.
New

Winter 
2012

   

ACABS 326 / HJCS 326 / JUDAIC 326 / RELIGION 326
History of the Jews in the Roman and Early Byzantine Worlds
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Yaron Z. Eliav) 
 
Short Course Description:
   An introductory survey course on the history of the Jews in the Roman and Byzantine worlds, from the arrival of the 
Romans in the East in the first century BCE through the Arab conquests in the seventh and eighth centuries CE.

Meets Distr Req: HU

Repeat for Credit? No

Assessment: Through enrollments and through the amount of students who will continue from this course to 
engage with other departmental programs (concentrations, courses, etc.). 

 

7.
New
Fall 

2011

   

WOMENSTD 438
Gender, Health, and Wellbeing in Africa
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0, Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Robert Wyrod) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This course focuses on how gender is intertwined with health and wellbeing in sub-Saharan Africa. It emphasizes the 
importance of situating health issues within broader social contexts, with special attention to women’s sexual health. It 
engages a range of materials, including ethnographies, journalistic accounts, novels, films, and public health interventions. 

Repeat for Credit? No

Advisory Prereq's: One course in Women's Studies.

Assessment: Success of the course is accessed via: (a) improvement and performance in students' writing 
assessed at multiple stages including outlines, drafts, and final versions; (b) improvement and 
performance in participation and clear articulation of ideas, contributions to class atmosphere, and 
ability to discuss and debate issues from multiple perspectives; and (c) the development of 
interdisciplinary understandings of content with ability to critically engage with materials from 
multiple perspectives.

 

8.
Mod

Winter 
2012

   

AAS 111
Introduction to Africa and Its Diaspora
(UG Full 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Short Course Descr Introduces basic concepts and methods involved 
in the study of Africa and its Diaspora. This 
team-taught course takes a multimedia, 
interdisciplinary approach using maps, cultural 
artifacts, films, art, music, archival documents, 
literary texts, and key scholarly readings from 
both the humanities and social sciences. 
Prerequisite to the CAAS concentration and 
minor. 

Introduces basic concepts and methods involved 
in the study of Africa and its Diaspora. This 
team-taught course takes a multimedia, 
interdisciplinary approach using maps, cultural 
artifacts, films, art, music, archival documents, 
literary texts, and key scholarly readings from 
both the humanities and social sciences. 
Prerequisite to the AAS concentration and 
minor. 

 

9.
Mod

Winter 
2012    

AAS 200
Introduction to African Studies
(UG Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Advisory Prereq's CAAS 111. AAS 111 (CAAS 111) 
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10.
Mod

Winter 
2012

   

AAS 274 / ENGLISH 274
Introduction to Afro-American Literature
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 2.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course AAS 274 AAS 271 

Advisory Prereq's CAAS 111 AAS 111 (CAAS 111) 

 

11.
Mod

Winter 
2012

   

AAS 329
African American Leadership
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Kevin Gaines) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Course Title African American Leadership Black Leadership 

Transcript Title Leadership Black Leadership 

Time Sched Title Afr Am Leadership Black Leadership 

Short Course Descr Focuses on the methods used to study African 
American leaders, the process which gives rise 
to leaders, the contexts in which they act, the 
nature of the followership, and the responses of 
the state. 

This course focuses on the methods used to 
study black leaders, the process which gives 
rise to leaders, the contexts in which they act, 
the nature of the followership, and the 
responses of the state. 

Advisory Prereq's CAAS 201 AAS 201 (CAAS 201) 

 

12.
Mod

Winter 
2012

   

AAS 336 / HISTORY 336 / WOMENSTD 336
Black Women in America
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Sherie Randolph) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course AAS 336 AAS 339 

Course Title Black Women in America Black Women in the U.S., Part II: Contemporary 
Perspective in the 20th and 21st Centuries 

Transcript Title Blk Womn Amer Black Women U.S. II 

Time Sched Title Blk Women Amer Black Women U.S. II 

Short Course Descr This course examines the condition of Black 
women in America from an historical and 
contemporary perspective. The main theme of 
the course is the peculiarity of the social, 
economic, and political situation of Black 
women, in comparison to African American 
males and white American males and females. 

This course examines the history of black 
women in the United States during the 20th and 
21st centuries. The course investigates black 
women’s participation in, and influence on, 
post-World War II social and political 
movements as well as the impact of these 
struggles on black women’s day-to-day lives, 
status, and politics. Centering black women’s 
experiences as local organizers and political 
leaders, the course explores significant events, 
organizations, and political debates that helped 
to form and transform the civil rights, black 
power, and women’s movements. 

Credits UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0 UG Full 3.0 

Components-Hours LEC, REC LEC-3 

Advisory Prereq's CAAS 201 AAS 201 (CAAS 201) 

Credit Exclusions None CAAS 336 

 

13.
Mod

Winter 
2012

AAS 337 / HISTORY 337 / WOMENSTD 337
Black Women in the United States, Part I: From the American Revolution through the Women's Era
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Martha Jones) 
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MODIFICATION FROM TO

Transcript Title Black Womn in U.S. I Black Women U.S. I 

Time Sched Title Black Womn in U.S. I Black Women U.S. I 

Credits UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0 UG Full 3.0 

Components-Hours LEC, DIS LEC-3 

Advisory Prereq's CAAS 201 AAS 201 (CAAS 201) 

 

14.
Mod

Winter 
2012

   

AAS 427 / ANTHRCUL 427 / WOMENSTD 427
African Women
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0, Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Elisha Renne ) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Course Title African Women Women in Africa and the Diaspora 

Transcript Title Afric Women Womn in Afr & Diasp 

Time Sched Title African Women Womn in Afr & Diasp 

Short Course Descr None This course considers differences and 
similarities in the experiences of African women 
living in various sub-Saharan African countries, 
the United States, and Europe. We begin with 
the question of African women's power and their 
role in the domestic sphere, focusing on 
marriage (as institution, ritual, strategy, and 
site of reproduction) in Kenya, Niger, Nigeria, 
Senegal, and South Africa. We discuss how 
colonial policies affected marriage practices, 
fertility, and women's health. Through readings 
of novels and autobiographies, we also explore 
the varied ways in which women involved in 
textile production, farming, and trade have 
responded to changes associated with 
colonialism in Democratic Republic of Congo, 
Ghana, Kenya, Nigeria, South Africa, and 
Zimbabwe. Furthermore, we compare various 
women’s experiences of immigrating from Africa 
to the United States and Europe. The course 
fulfills the Upper-Level Writing Requirement. 
Course requirements include a film response 
paper, a book review of an assigned novel, a 
short essay, class participation, an in-class mid-
term exam, and a final research report. 

Advisory Prereq's One course in African Studies, Anthropology, or 
Women's Studies. CAAS 200 recommended. 
Permission of instructor. 

One course in African Studies, Anthropology, or 
Women's Studies. AAS 111 (CAAS 111) or AAS 
200 (CAAS 200) recommended. 

 

15.
Mod

Winter 
2012

   

AAS 436
African Religions and Philosophies
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Adam Ashforth) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Course Title African Religions and Philosophies Witchcraft and Spiritual Insecurity in Africa 

Transcript Title Afr Rel&Phil Witchcraft in Africa 

Time Sched Title African Rel & Phil Witchcraft in Africa 

Short Course Descr None “Witchcraft” is ubiquitous in Africa. Vast 
amounts of time, money, and energy are 
expended in countering evil forces spoken of as 
witchcraft. In recent decades, scholars of Africa 
from all disciplines and continents (including 
Africa) have come to realize that issues relating 
to witchcraft have to be considered in the study 
of African life. But witchcraft, along with the 
broader condition of spiritual insecurity of which 
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it is part, is not easily understood, especially for 
outsiders. Most social science disciplines are 
unable to integrate analysis of spiritual 
insecurity into their methods. The objective of 
this course is to explore ways of thinking about 
spiritual insecurity and methods for studying its 
relation to central aspects of African life. 

Advisory Prereq's None AAS 111 (CAAS 111) or AAS 200 (CAAS 200) 

 

16.
Mod

Winter 
2012    

ACABS 470 / HJCS 470 / JUDAIC 470
Reading the Rabbis
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Advisory Prereq's HJCS 202. ACABS 202 or HJCS 202 

 

17.
Mod
Fall 

2011

   

CHEM 312
Synthesis and Characterization
(UG Full 2.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course CHEM 312 CHEM 482 

Short Course Descr CHEM 312 introduces students to advanced 
techniques used in synthesis, purification, and 
characterization of inorganic and organic 
compounds. 

This course introduces students to advanced 
techniques used in synthesis, purification, and 
characterization of inorganic and organic 
compounds. 

Credits UG Full 2.0 UG Full 3.0 

Components-Hours LAB, REC LEC-1, LAB-2 

 

18.
Mod

Winter 
2012

   

CHEM 480
Physical and Instrumental Chemistry
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course CHEM 480 CHEM 483 

Course Title Physical and Instrumental Chemistry Advanced Methods in Physical Analysis 

Transcript Title Phys Instr Meth Adv Phys Analy 

Time Sched Title Phys Instr Meth Adv Phys Analy 

Credits UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0 UG Full 3.0 

Components-Hours LAB LEC-1, LAB-2 

 

19.
Mod
Fall 

2011

   

CMPLXSYS 250
Social Systems and Energy
(UG Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course CMPLXSYS 250 PUBPOL 250 

Cross-Listing  CMPLXSYS 250 

Home Dept LSA Complex Systems Ford School of Public Policy 

Course Title Social Systems and Energy Social Systems, Energy, and Public Policy 

 

20. CMPLXSYS 281 / POLSCI 281
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Mod
Fall 

2011

   

Applied Complex Systems: Emergent Challenges
(UG Full 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course CMPLXSYS 281 CMPLXSYS 391 

Cross-Listing POLSCI 281  

 

21.
Mod

Winter 
2012

   

ELI 334
Speaking in Academic Contexts
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Course Title Speaking in Academic Contexts Presenting in Academic Contexts 

Transcript Title Academic Speaking Acad Presentations 

Time Sched Title Academic Speaking Acad Presentations 

 

22.
Mod

Winter 
2012

   

ELI 420
Research Paper Writing
(Grad Full 2.0) (Regular) (OPS) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Short Course Descr None This is an advanced writing course for 
international Master's and Ph.D. students, who 
learn to formulate a hypothesis, synthesize 
material from written sources, organize ideas, 
and develop arguments. They investigate 
writing conventions in their respective fields, 
work on incorporating devices to improve flow 
and coherence of writing, and learn the 
grammar and semantics of academic writing. 

Grading Scheme OPS A-E 

Advisory Prereq's Permission of instructor. None 

 

23.
Mod

Winter 
2012

   

GEOSCI 151
The Ice Ages: Past and Present
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Ingrid Hendy) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Short Course Descr None This course explores the characteristic of the 
Earth's climate system and how the various 
components of that system operate to produce 
times when extensive ice sheets cover large 
parts of the Earth's surface. The role of each of 
the major components of the climate system is 
discussed in detail. Reconstructions of past 
climatic conditions are presented and discussed. 
The long term climate change associated with 
the most recent ice age is then contrasted with 
more rapid climate oscillations. 

 

24.
Mod

Winter 
2012

   

GEOSCI 315
Earth Materials
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Credit Exclusions No credit granted to those who have completed 
or are enrolled in GEOSCI 431. Those with 

None 
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credit for GEOSCI 232 may elect GEOSCI 231 
for only 2 credits. 

 

25.
Mod

Winter 
2012

   

GEOSCI 351
Earth Structure: Introduction to Structural Geology and Tectonics
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Course Title Earth Structure: Introduction to Structural 
Geology and Tectonics 

Earth Structure 

 

26.
Mod

Winter 
2012    

LING 315
Introduction to Syntax
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 2.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Advisory Prereq's LING 111 or 210 LING 111, 209, 210, or 212 

 

27.
Mod

Winter 
2012

   

ORGSTUDY 299
Undergraduate Internship
(UG Full 1.0, UG Half 1.0) (Expr) (CR/NC) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Short Course Descr This course allows students to earn one credit 
for at least 8 weeks of a full-time internship, 
intended to enrich students' academic 
experience and help them explore careers 
related to their academic studies. After an 
internship, students must submit a letter from 
the employer verifying the required number of 
hours. 

This course allows students to earn one credit 
for at least 8 weeks of a full-time internship, 
intended to enrich students' academic 
experience and help them explore careers 
related to their academic studies. After an 
internship, students must submit a letter from 
the employer verifying the required number of 
hours. Internship credit may not be used to 
satisfy electives for the concentration. 

Advisory Prereq's Must be declared concentrator and have 
permission of concentration advisor. Internship 
credit may not be used to satisfy electives for 
the concentration. 

Declared Organizational Studies concentrators. 

 

28.
Mod

Winter 
2012

   

ORGSTUDY 410
Advanced Research Methods in Organizational Studies
(UG Full 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Advisory Prereq's Restricted to Org Studies senior cohort. One of 
the following: STATS 250 (350) or STATS 400 
or ECON 404 or ECON 405 (may be elected 
concurrently). 

One of the following: STATS 250 (350) or 
STATS 400 or ECON 404 or ECON 405 (may be 
elected concurrently). Restricted to 
Organizational Studies senior concentrators. 

 

29.
Mod

Winter 
2012

   

POLSCI 341
Comparative Politics of Developed Democracies
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Robert Franzese) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Transcript Title Comp Dev Dem Pol CompPolDemocracies 

Time Sched Title Comp Dev Dem Pol CompPolDemocracies 

 

30. POLSCI 343

416



Mod
Winter 

2012

   

Political Economy of Developed Democracies
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Robert Franzese) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Transcript Title Pol Dev Democs PolEcon of Dev Democ 

Time Sched Title Pol Dev Democs PolEcon of Dev Democ 

 

31.
Mod
Fall 

2011

   

SPANISH 277
Reading, Grammar, and Composition
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Enforced Prereq's 
(long) 

SPANISH 230 or 232 with a grade of C- or 
higher; RCLANG 294 or 314; or assignment of 
SPANISH 277 by placement test. 

SPANISH 230 or 232 with a grade of C- or 
higher; RCLANG 294 or 314; or assignment of 
SPANISH 277 or SPANISH 275 by placement 
test. 

 

32.
Mod
Fall 

2011

   

UC 225
Undergraduate Internship
(UG Full 1.0, UG Half 1.0) (Expr) (CR/NC) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Repeat for Credit? No Yes 

Max Times Crs Can Be 
Elected 

1 n/a 

Max Total Credits n/a 4 

 

33.
Del
Fall 

2011

   

GEOSCI 115
Earth and Life Through Time
(UG Full 1.0, UG Half 1.0) (Regular) (A-E) 

 

34.
Del
Fall 

2011

   

GEOSCI 232
Earth Materials
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
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MEMORANDUM 

 
 

TO: Members of the LSA Executive Committee 

FROM: Pam Rinker 

DATE: April 15, 2011 

SUBJECT: Summary of LSA Curriculum Committee Minutes 
for April 5, 2011 
 

1. Minutes for 3/29/11 were approved. 

2. The committee discussed possible improvements to the course approval process. 

3. The recipient for the Matthews Underclass Teaching Award was accepted. 

4. A summary of the committee’s work for this academic year was reviewed. 

5. The contributions of various committee members were acknowledged. 
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D R A F T  

 
 

LSA CURRICULUM COMMITTEE 
Minutes of April 5, 2011 

Present: Evans Young (Acting Chair), Pallavi Abraham, Caroline Canning, Ellie Dertz, Tim Dodd, Stephen 
Garcia, Phil Gorman, Lori Gould, Mika Lavaque-Manty, Neil Marsh, Tim McKay, Kristen Moore, Sushama 
Pavgi, JoAnn Peraino, Pam Rinker, Catherine Sanok, Naomi Silver, and Rebecca Zurier 

The meeting came to order at 3:10 pm 

MINUTES 

Minutes for 3/29/11 were approved.  

COURSE APPROVAL PROCESS 

Evans Young, Assistant Dean for Undergraduate Education, asked the committee to comment on how well the 
attached course approval process has been implemented this year. Members of the Course Approval 
Subcommittee reported that streamlining their initial review of courses made their work much easier, smoother, 
and quicker. On the other hand, when syllabi are not submitted with new course proposals the committee defers 
consideration, creating a delay in the approval process. Anne Rickert, who programs the online system that 
generates course approval request forms (CARF), has been asked if the system could block new online CARF 
submissions without an attached syllabus. This electronic barrier would yield a smoother process for faculty, 
departments, and the Curriculum Committee.  

It typically takes the committee three-four weeks to approve courses—assuming they encounter no delays. Once 
courses are approved, the Registrar’s Office requires hard copies of approval forms for data entry into Pathways. 
For the most part, one person is responsible for this task, not only for LSA but also for all other schools and 
colleges across the university. This often creates a significant bottleneck that can add two to four more weeks 
until courses can be added to the time schedule. Currently the committee uses monthly deadlines for 
submissions, dates that stem directly from the Registrar’s Office timeline for each term’s registration process.  
One option would be to use a rolling process for course approvals rather than monthly deadlines. If the course 
approval process can be shortened, the committee would like to discuss more substantive issues. One of this 
year’s topics was the place of writing in the curriculum. A second was potential changes in the questions 
posed in final course evaluations and in the method of analyzing the results. A third concerned students with 
more than one concentration, who don’t always realize that dropping one could have a serious impact on their progress 
toward degree. For example, satisfying the college’s distribution requirement depends on a student’s concentration. The 
addition of a “what-if” feature in the degree audit would help students better understand the impact of any concentration 
changes on their progress toward degree. 

Given the long timeline for course approvals, a committee member asked if providing clear guidelines could 
enable departments to approve their own courses after they are vetted by their curriculum committees. 
Another member reported that departments view the Curriculum Committee as the biggest obstacle to course 
development, and wondered how many proposals are not submitted due to the perceived “red tape” and time 
consuming “hoops” of the college’s course approval process.  

The committee discussed the rationale for LSA’s centralized curricular review and approval process. It serves 
to meet the following needs: providing a broader perspective on how new courses and course modifications 
would impact all departments and the curriculum of the college as a whole; applying rigorous academic 
expectations across various disciplines; providing official forms that simultaneously update the data in 
Pathways, the degree audit, the online LSA Course Guide, and the LSA Bulletin; and raising for department 
consideration the resource issues the College faces with regard to new programs or courses requiring new 
GSI funding.  The committee suggested streamlining the course approval process by delegating course review 
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and approvals to the Course Approval Subcommittee. In that approach, only proposals warranting a fuller 
discussion would be sent to the whole committee, thus maximizing the time available for more substantive 
issues.  

The committee expressed serious concerns about the perception among college faculty that it is an obstacle to 
curricular innovation. A regular report to the faculty might be needed so that colleagues are more aware of the 
committee’s mandate and work, perhaps as an article in the University Record. Many agreed with redesigning 
the Curriculum Committee’s website so that it is more user-friendly for faculty. Currently it reflects the 
college’s organizational structure, which requires users to know that the Curriculum Committee is part of 
Undergraduate Education, and then navigate several layers deeper to find information about the committee, 
its responsibilities, policies, processes, and forms. The committee suggested creating a parallel, free-standing 
FAQ website under Faculty/Staff that focuses on typical faculty concerns, such as: How do I propose a new 
course? What are the guidelines for course proposals? What information is required?  

The committee also considered their responsibilities as defined in the Faculty Code, A 2.06 sec 6 (attached): 

The Curriculum Committee is charged with the following functions which it may delegate to subcommittees: 
 

1. Subject to final approval by the Executive Committee, give formal approval to all LSA courses; 
generally supervise and make recommendations for the reduction in the number of courses offered in 
any single term that follows from any changes in the credit-hour system; work with the Dean’s delegate, 
LSA Academic Information and Publications and other appropriate persons in designing and preparing 
catalogs. 

 
2. Maintain the small library assembled by the Commission on Graduation Requirements; subject to final 

approval by the Executive Committee, be empowered to give temporary but immediate one-term 
authorization for experimental courses under a special set of course numbers; receive reports from the 
Residential College, and all Living-Learning Programs that are administered by LSA, and from 
departmental curriculum committees on changes made in their teaching and curriculum; serve as 
consultants to interested faculty as well as report to the faculty generally on promising new educational 
ventures here and elsewhere; with the Dean’s delegate encourage and supervise the establishment of 
interdisciplinary courses, first-year courses, and Collegiate Institutes; work with other offices of the 
University (such as the Academic Advising Center, Career Planning and Placement, and the Alumni 
Council) in securing their cooperation in teaching programs where appropriate. 

 
3. Cooperate with individual instructors and all teaching units in establishing varied but systematic 

programs for the evaluation of courses by students and others, and in assessing the qualitative effects of 
various curricular patterns; make recommendations to the faculty for the improvement of teaching; 
cooperate with CRLT and the Steering Committee on Admissions in fostering data collection and 
research on teaching and learning in the College. 

This charge is quite different from the current work of the committee, which is mainly focused on the first 
item, course approvals and modifications. The committee does little in the second area. It might play a 
valuable role in the recently instituted process of evaluating the College requirements, which began with the 
Quantitative Reasoning requirement last year, and is dealing with the Upper-Level Writing Requirement this 
year. 

Finally, the committee recognized two significant victories this year. One was changing STATS 280 from 
Natural Science (NS) to Mathematical & Symbolic Analysis (MSA) Distribution so that it would conform 
to parallel statistics courses. The second was broadening the definition of the Interdisciplinary distribution 
(ID) to allow faculty more creativity and provide students with more interesting courses across the 
disciplines. The Sophomore Initiative embodies this effort.  
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MATTHEWS UNDERCLASS TEACHING AWARD 

The Matthews Underclass Teaching Award is presented each year to a faculty member in Mathematics, History, or 
Modern Languages who has made a distinctive contribution to teaching first- or second-year students. The six 
nominations from various departments were reviewed by a subcommittee comprising Neil Marsh (Chair), Stephen 
Garcia, and Caroline Canning. Marsh presented their recommendation for 2011, which was accepted by the 
committee. The nominee’s name will be sent to the LSA Executive Committee for approval.  

APPROVED ACADEMIC MINORS AS OF APRIL 2011 AND SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES FOR 2010-2011 

As annual updates, the committee reviewed the attached list of 86 academic minors approved as of April 2011 
along with a summary of activities for this academic year. With regard to academic minors, the committee 
expressed concern that undergraduate students seem to be increasingly focused on professional credentials 
rather than the liberal arts ideal of broad and deep academic learning. On the positive side, many academic 
minors provide an interdisciplinary curriculum for students, which is very helpful when the disciplines 
themselves are changing. The committee recommended an exploration and articulation of the values of a liberal 
arts education in the 21st century. On a final note, committee members asked if it would be possible to change 
the official college terminology of “concentrations and minors” to match the commonly used language of 
“majors and minors.”  

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

On behalf of the committee, Dean Evans Young acknowledged Pam Rinker’s contributions to the Curriculum 
Committee’s operations this year. Two faculty members completing three-year term of service were 
acknowledged: Mika Lavaque-Manty, Assoc. Prof. in Political Science, and Catherine Sanok, Assoc. Prof. in 
English and Women’s Studies. Also acknowledged were three one-term replacements for absent elective 
members: Stephen Garcia, Asst. Prof. in Psychology and Organizational Studies; Kristen Moore, Asst. Prof. in 
Mathematics; and Naomi Silver, Lect. IV in the Sweetland Center for Writing. Dean Young also thanked this 
term’s three representatives of LSA Student Government for their valuable contributions: Pallavi Abraham, 
Caroline Canning, and Ellie Dertz.  

The meeting was adjourned at 4:30 pm. 

Next meeting:  April 12, 1:30-3 pm 
 Joint Meeting with Engineering’s Curriculum Committee 

421



 
Academic Minors Approved for LSA Students      April 2011 

 
1. African American Theatre (Theatre & Drama) 
2. Afroamerican & African Studies (DAAS) 
3. Anthropology 
4. Applied Statistics 
5. Asian Languages & Cultures 
6. Asian Studies 
7. Asian/Pacific American Studies (American 

Culture) 
8. Astronomy & Astrophysics 
9. Biochemistry 
10. Biological Anthropology 
11. Biology 
12. Biophysics 
13. Chemical Measurement Science 
14. Chemical Physics 
15. Chemistry 
16. Classical Archaeology (Classical Studies) 
17. Classical Civilization 
18. Community Action & Social Change (CASC/SSW) 
19. Complex Systems 
20. Computer Science 
21. Creative Writing (English) 
22. Crime & Justice (RC) 
23. Cultures & Literatures of Eastern Europe 
24. Czech Language, Literature, & Culture 
25. Drama: Text-to-Performance (RC) 
26. Early Christian Studies (NES/Classical 

Studies) 
27. Earth Sciences 
28. East European Studies (CREES) 
29. Ecology & Evolutionary Biology (EEB) 
30. Economics 
31. Electrical Engineering (Engineering) 
32. Environment 
33. Environmental Geology 
34. Epistemology & Philosophy of Science 
35. French & Francophone Studies 
36. Gender & Health (Women’s Studies) 
37. Gender, Race, & Ethnicity (Women’s Studies) 
38. General Philosophy 
39. Geochemistry 
40. German Studies 
41. Global Change (Program in the Environment) 
42. Global Media Studies (Screen Arts & 

Cultures) 
43. History 
44. History of Art 
45. History of Philosophy 

46. International Studies 
47. Italian 
48. Judaic Studies 
49. Language, Literature, Culture of Ancient 

Greece 
50. Language, Literature, Culture of Ancient 

Rome 
51. Latin American & Caribbean Studies 

(LACS) 
52. Latina/o Studies (American Culture) 
53. Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer 

(LGBTQ) & Sexuality Studies (Women’s 
Studies) 

54. Linguistics 
55. Mathematics 
56. Medical Anthropology 
57. Mind & Meaning (Philosophy) 
58. Modern European Studies (Center for 

European Studies) 
59. Modern Greek Studies (Classical Studies) 
60. Modern Middle Eastern & North African 

Studies (CMENAS) 
61. Moral & Political Philosophy 
62. Multidisciplinary Design (Engineering) 
63. Museum Studies 
64. Music 
65. Native American Studies (American Culture) 
66. Near Eastern Languages & Cultures (NES) 
67. Oceanography 
68. Paleontology 
69. Peace & Social Justice (RC) 
70. Physics 
71. Plant Biology (EEB) 
72. Polish Language, Literature, & Culture 
73. Political Science 
74. Polymer Chemistry 
75. Russian Language, Literature, & Culture 
76. Russian Studies 
77. Scandinavian Studies 
78. Science, Technology, & Society (RC) 
79. Spanish Language, Literature, & Culture 
80. Statistics 
81. Ukrainian Language, Literature, and Culture 
82. Urban & Community Studies (RC) 
83. Central Eurasian Studies (CREEES) 
84. Islamic Studies (Islamic Studies) 
85. Creative Writing (English) 
86. Writing (Sweetland) 
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COMPARISON SUMMARY OF LSA CURRICULUM COMMITTEE ACTIVITIES 

 
            2010-2011                       2009-2010 

Total Course Approval:    540     921 
Deletions      250     504 
Modifications      201     283 
New Proposals        86     127 
LSA credit for Non-LSA courses       3         7 
 
Distribution/Requirement Approval:    84        77 
Creative Expression (CE)        0         2 
Humanities (HU)       25       28 
Interdisciplinary (ID)         4         5 
Math & Symbolic Analysis (MSA)      2         0 
Natural Science (NS)       10         5 
Social Science (SS)       10       11 
QR1           8         0 
QR2            2         3 
BS Eligibility         18        19 
Language Requirement (LR)       1         4 
LR Removed         4         0 
 
Race & Ethnicity Requirement:    37       20 
New Courses        11         3 
Re-certifications       21       11 
Deferrals          5         5 
Denials           0         1 
 
Concentration Proposals      27       23 
 
New (4) 
Honors CICS 
Honors Informatics 
 
Modifications (23) 
Arts and Ideas (RC) 
Biophysics  
Brain Behavior and Cognitive Science 
Creative Writing and Drama (RC) 
English 
History of Art 
Honors Mathematics 
Interdisciplinary Physics  
International Studies (CICS) 
Latino / Latina Studies 
Mathematical Science 
Mathematics Secondary Teaching Certificate 
 

 
 
MEMS (discontinued F10) 
Neuroscience 
Philosophy 
Physics 
Political Science 
Political Science  
Social Theory and Practice  
Sociology 
Spanish  
Spanish Teaching Certificate 
Statistics
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   2010-11     2009-10 

 
Academic Minor Proposals          22         14 
 
New (4) 
Central Eurasian Studies (CREEES) 
Creative Writing (English) 
Islamic Studies (Islamic Studies) 
Modern European Studies (CES-EUC) 
Russian, East European, & Eurasian Studies (CREEES) 
Writing (Sweetland) 
 
Modifications (18) 
Afroamerican & African Studies 
Biochemistry 
Biophysics  
Crime and Justice (RC) 
East European Studies (CREEES 
Epistemology & Philosophy of Science 
General Philosophy 
Geological Sciences 
Mathematics 

Medical Anthropology  
Mind & Meaning: Philosophy 
Moral & Political: Philosophy 
Multidisciplinary Design (Engineering) 
Philosophy 
Political Science 
Russian Studies  
Spanish 
Ukrainian Literature and Culture

 
Undergraduate Certificate: College of Engineering’s Program in Entrepreneurship (PIE)  
 
Graduate Certificate: Program in European and East European Union Studies 
 
Sequential Undergraduate/Graduate Studies Program (SUGS) 
BS/MA Secondary Teaching Certificate in the Sciences (UNITE/College of Education) 
 
Discussions/Reports 
 
Academic Integrity and the Academic Judiciary Process 
Annual Report by LSA Newnan Academic Advising  
Centers Offering Concentrations and Academic Minors 
CICS Concentration Enrollment Issues 
Comparison Summary of LSA Curriculum Committee Activities 
Course Approval Process 
Interdisciplinary Distribution Redefined  
LSA Requirements vs. Concentration Requirements 
Matthews Undergraduate Teaching Award 
Revising Final Evaluation Forms and Data Processing for LSA Courses  
Sophomore Initiative  
Student Academic Affairs Grade Grievance Template  
UM Admissions Presentation on Entering Class of Fall 2010  
Undergraduate Certificate Programs 
Using Requirement Groups to Restrict Enrollment 
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MEMORANDUM 

 
 

TO: Members of the LSA Executive Committee 

FROM: Pam Rinker 

DATE: April 25, 2011 

SUBJECT: LSA Curriculum Committee’s Joint Meeting with the College  
of Engineering’s Curriculum Committee on April 12, 2011 
 

1. Departmental representatives addressed Engineering’s questions about 
courses in Statistics, Mathematics, and Physics. 

2. Engineering informed the LSA Curriculum Committee of the new 
Intellectual Breath Requirement for students entering in Fall 2011. 

3. Engineering asked about developing broad and introductory courses of 
interest to LSA students.  
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LSA CURRICULUM COMMITTEE  
JOINT MEETING WITH THE COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING’S CURRICULUM COMMITTEE 

Minutes of April 12, 2011 

LSA Curriculum Committee: Phil Deloria (Chair), Pallavi Abraham, Caroline Canning, Ellie Dertz, Tim Dodd, 
Stephen Garcia, Lori Gould, Mika Lavaque-Manty, Tim McKay, Kristen Moore, Jennifer Myers, Esrold Nurse, 
Sushama Pavgi, JoAnn Peraino, Pam Rinker, Naomi Silver, and Rebecca Zurier 
 
Engineering Curriculum Committee: John Barker, Luis Bernal, Ed Durfee, Marina Epelman, James Holloway, 
Roman Hryciw, Alan Hunt, David Kieras, Ed Larsen, Lorelle Meadows: Susan Montgomery, Tassos Perakis, 
Richard Robertson, Fred Terry, Fred Ward, and Judy Wolfe 

Visitors: Kirby Shedden and Stephen DeBacker 

The meeting came to order at 1:40 pm. 

STATISTICS 

Referring to the attached list of Engineering’s questions, Kerby Shedden, Assoc. Prof. of Statistics, addressed 
those about the Statistics curriculum and target audiences for specific courses. He will meet individually with 
Engineering’s advisors who help students choose a STATS course. 

MATHEMATICS 
Stephen DeBacker, Prof. of Mathematics, spoke to Engineering’s questions about LSA’s Mathematics 
curriculum and transfer credit equivalencies. He also will meet directly with Engineering’s advisors to resolve 
any specific issues. 

PHYSICS 
Tim McKay addressed Engineering’s questions about LSA’s Physics curriculum, especially which courses are 
calculus-based as opposed to algebra-based and the target audience for each. He explained PHYSICS 125-126 
are no longer offered, and that the department is experimenting with lecture classes with or without small 
discussion groups. Although PHYSICS 160 is more difficult, enrollment is growing. He also noted that the 
specific content of courses may vary depending on the instructor for each section. 

INTELLECTUAL BREADTH REQUIREMENT 

Engineering informed the LSA Curriculum Committee of the new Intellectual Breath Requirement for students 
entering in Fall 2011. The advantage is that they no longer need to define which LSA courses count for as 
Humanities and Social Sciences. Engineering also asked about the placement test taken by native speakers in 
Chinese to receive retroactive credit. According to Don Lopez in Asian Languages & Cultures, it is no longer 
tenable to administer such a time-consuming test. The correct use of this placement test is to ―place in‖ students 
to the appropriate level of Chinese, not to ―place out‖ students so that they can earn retroactive credit. 

DEVELOPING ENGINEERING COURSES OF INTEREST TO LSA STUDENTS 

The Engineering Curriculum Committee asked if LSA students might be interested in a basic introduction to 
engineering that was less technical. The answer was affirmative, especially with regard to courses that would 
allow students in both colleges to collaborate on project learning. LSA Academic Advising promised to come up 
with a list of Engineering and AOSS courses of interest to students outside of engineering, such as climatology 
and the impact of pollution.  

The meeting was adjourned at 3:05 pm. 
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Engineering’s Questions for Joint Meeting on 4/12/11 
 

Statistics  

 What is the difference between STATS 265 and STATS 100 (transfer credit)?  
 Who is the intended audience for these stats courses? 

Mathematics  

 There are several linear algebra courses (Math 417 and Math 419 with Math 217) whose near-
equivalence becomes problematic especially for transfer credit. E.g., the Math department has 
sometimes transferred 200 level linear algebra courses from other schools as Math 417.  This makes a 
200 level course from the other school count as an upper level math elective for some of our programs. 
On the other hand, no class seems to transfer in as 217. We would like to hear Math's rationale for their 
transfer credit decisions and, if relevant, a very short overview of the differences between these three 
courses and Math 214 

 Math will not consider online classes for transfer – it would be useful to understand the thinking behind 
this. 

 Are there plans to add capacity to Math 255? What about offering Math 156 in the Winter term as well 
as in the Fall? 

Physics  

 PHYSICS 135/136 and 235/236 were supposed to be calculus-based, but now it looks like calculus is 
only an advised prerequisite. From talking to students it looks like they use calculus in derivations, etc., 
in class, but students are not expected to use any calculus in doing their work. Is this indeed the case? If 
so, a number of engineering departments won't be able to allow it, as some departments' accreditation 
requirements specify calculus-based physics. 

 Last fall Physics changed the structure of the PHYSICS 140/240 class.  We would love to hear about the 
student experience and feedback on that.   Also, although PHYSICS 140 was supposed to be taught in 
an interactive way in a large room, some of the sections are being taught as straight lectures and not as 
presented to us last year when the discussions were eliminated.  This is highly concerning. 

 Physics dept. suggested that we grant PHYSICS 140 credit for AP and then still allow students to take 
PHYSICS 160 for some kind of degree credit.  What are the issues, and why does Physics think it's a 
good idea? 

 *Physics lab seats — there was some difficulty in getting students into physics labs.  Are there steps we 
can take to coordinate better? 

 What additional plans does physics have for the introductory courses? 

Distribution Requirement and Languages 

Will new intellectual breadth requirement starting with students entering in the F11 (replacing HU and SS 
requirement) have any impact on LSA? We would like to inform you of the changes in the requirements and 
answer questions. 

 Language placement tests: we understand that there are concerns, esp. from the Asian Languages, about 
administering placement tests to large numbers of entering students, including native speakers. If Don 
Lopez, who raised this question, could attend and describe their concerns, this will be helpful to this 
audience.  

CoE courses  

 Are EECS 182 and 183 and other informatics courses meeting LSA's needs for computing classes? 
What about experience with AOSS 101 and 105? 

 Are there other service courses or topics that CoE could offer LSA students? (E.g. Intro to engineering 
for non-engineers, embedded systems for upper level science majors?). In an ideal world, what might 
their students find of value that we could offer? 
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