
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MEMORANDUM 

 

 

TO: Members of the LSA Executive Committee 

FROM: Pam Rinker 

DATE: April 25, 2011 

SUBJECT: LSA Curriculum Committee’s Joint Meeting with the College  

of Engineering’s Curriculum Committee on April 12, 2011 

 

1. Departmental representatives addressed Engineering’s questions about 
courses in Statistics, Mathematics, and Physics. 

2. Engineering informed the LSA Curriculum Committee of the new 
Intellectual Breath Requirement for students entering in Fall 2011. 

3. Engineering asked about developing broad and introductory courses of 
interest to LSA students.  

 
 

 



  

LSA CURRICULUM COMMITTEE  

JOINT MEETING WITH THE COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING’S CURRICULUM COMMITTEE 

Minutes of April 12, 2011 

LSA Curriculum Committee: Phil Deloria (Chair), Pallavi Abraham, Caroline Canning, Ellie Dertz, Tim Dodd, 
Stephen Garcia, Lori Gould, Mika Lavaque-Manty, Tim McKay, Kristen Moore, Jennifer Myers, Esrold Nurse, 
Sushama Pavgi, JoAnn Peraino, Pam Rinker, Naomi Silver, and Rebecca Zurier 
 
Engineering Curriculum Committee: John Barker, Luis Bernal, Ed Durfee, Marina Epelman, James Holloway, 
Roman Hryciw, Alan Hunt, David Kieras, Ed Larsen, Lorelle Meadows: Susan Montgomery, Tassos Perakis, 
Richard Robertson, Fred Terry, Fred Ward, and Judy Wolfe 

Visitors: Kirby Shedden and Stephen DeBacker 

The meeting came to order at 1:40 pm. 

STATISTICS 

Referring to the attached list of Engineering’s questions, Kerby Shedden, Assoc. Prof. of Statistics, addressed 
those about the Statistics curriculum and target audiences for specific courses. He will meet individually with 
Engineering’s advisors who help students choose a STATS course. 

MATHEMATICS 

Stephen DeBacker, Prof. of Mathematics, spoke to Engineering’s questions about LSA’s Mathematics 
curriculum and transfer credit equivalencies. He also will meet directly with Engineering’s advisors to resolve 
any specific issues. 

PHYSICS 

Tim McKay addressed Engineering’s questions about LSA’s Physics curriculum, especially which courses are 
calculus-based as opposed to algebra-based and the target audience for each. He explained PHYSICS 125-126 
are no longer offered, and that the department is experimenting with lecture classes with or without small 
discussion groups. Although PHYSICS 160 is more difficult, enrollment is growing. He also noted that the 
specific content of courses may vary depending on the instructor for each section. 

INTELLECTUAL BREADTH REQUIREMENT 

Engineering informed the LSA Curriculum Committee of the new Intellectual Breath Requirement for students 
entering in Fall 2011. The advantage is that they no longer need to define which LSA courses count for as 
Humanities and Social Sciences. Engineering also asked about the placement test taken by native speakers in 
Chinese to receive retroactive credit. According to Don Lopez in Asian Languages & Cultures, it is no longer 
tenable to administer such a time-consuming test. The correct use of this placement test is to ―place in‖ students 
to the appropriate level of Chinese, not to ―place out‖ students so that they can earn retroactive credit. 

DEVELOPING ENGINEERING COURSES OF INTEREST TO LSA STUDENTS 

The Engineering Curriculum Committee asked if LSA students might be interested in a basic introduction to 
engineering that was less technical. The answer was affirmative, especially with regard to courses that would 
allow students in both colleges to collaborate on project learning. LSA Academic Advising promised to come up 
with a list of Engineering and AOSS courses of interest to students outside of engineering, such as climatology 
and the impact of pollution.  

The meeting was adjourned at 3:05 pm. 
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Engineering’s Questions for Joint Meeting on 4/12/11 

 

Statistics  

 What is the difference between STATS 265 and STATS 100 (transfer credit)?  
 Who is the intended audience for these stats courses? 

Mathematics  

 There are several linear algebra courses (Math 417 and Math 419 with Math 217) whose near-
equivalence becomes problematic especially for transfer credit. E.g., the Math department has 
sometimes transferred 200 level linear algebra courses from other schools as Math 417.  This makes a 
200 level course from the other school count as an upper level math elective for some of our programs. 
On the other hand, no class seems to transfer in as 217. We would like to hear Math's rationale for their 
transfer credit decisions and, if relevant, a very short overview of the differences between these three 
courses and Math 214 

 Math will not consider online classes for transfer – it would be useful to understand the thinking behind 
this. 

 Are there plans to add capacity to Math 255? What about offering Math 156 in the Winter term as well 
as in the Fall? 

Physics  

 PHYSICS 135/136 and 235/236 were supposed to be calculus-based, but now it looks like calculus is 
only an advised prerequisite. From talking to students it looks like they use calculus in derivations, etc., 
in class, but students are not expected to use any calculus in doing their work. Is this indeed the case? If 
so, a number of engineering departments won't be able to allow it, as some departments' accreditation 
requirements specify calculus-based physics. 

 Last fall Physics changed the structure of the PHYSICS 140/240 class.  We would love to hear about the 
student experience and feedback on that.   Also, although PHYSICS 140 was supposed to be taught in 
an interactive way in a large room, some of the sections are being taught as straight lectures and not as 
presented to us last year when the discussions were eliminated.  This is highly concerning. 

 Physics dept. suggested that we grant PHYSICS 140 credit for AP and then still allow students to take 
PHYSICS 160 for some kind of degree credit.  What are the issues, and why does Physics think it's a 
good idea? 

 *Physics lab seats — there was some difficulty in getting students into physics labs.  Are there steps we 
can take to coordinate better? 

 What additional plans does physics have for the introductory courses? 

Distribution Requirement and Languages 

Will new intellectual breadth requirement starting with students entering in the F11 (replacing HU and SS 
requirement) have any impact on LSA? We would like to inform you of the changes in the requirements and 
answer questions. 

 Language placement tests: we understand that there are concerns, esp. from the Asian Languages, about 
administering placement tests to large numbers of entering students, including native speakers. If Don 
Lopez, who raised this question, could attend and describe their concerns, this will be helpful to this 
audience.  

CoE courses  

 Are EECS 182 and 183 and other informatics courses meeting LSA's needs for computing classes? 
What about experience with AOSS 101 and 105? 

 Are there other service courses or topics that CoE could offer LSA students? (E.g. Intro to engineering 
for non-engineers, embedded systems for upper level science majors?). In an ideal world, what might 
their students find of value that we could offer? 
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