
 
 
 
 

 

MEMORANDUM 

 

 

TO: Members of the LSA Executive Committee 

FROM: Pam Rinker 

DATE: March 9, 2011 

SUBJECT: Summary of LSA Curriculum Committee Minutes 

for February 15, 2011 

 

1. Minutes of 2/8/11 were approved. 

2. The committee approved a broader definition of the Interdisciplinary (ID) 

distribution. 

3. Course Approval requests were acted upon. 

4. The committee discussed academic integrity and the LSA Academic Judiciary 

Process. 

 



  

LSA CURRICULUM COMMITTEE 

Minutes of February 15, 2011 

Present: Phil Deloria (Chair), Pallavi Abraham, Caroline Canning, Ellie Dertz, Tim Dodd, Phil Gorman, Steve 

Garcia, Lori Gould, Mika Lavaque-Manty, Neil Marsh, Kristen Moore, Jennifer Myers, Esrold Nurse, Sushama 

Pavgi, JoAnn Peraino, Pam Rinker, Catherine Sanok, Naomi Silver, Donna Wessel Walker, Evans Young, and 

Rebecca Zurier 

Visitors: Cathy Conway-Perrin and David R. Smith 

The meeting came to order at 3:10 pm 

MINUTES 

Minutes for 2/8/11 were approved.  

INTERDISCIPLINARY (ID) DISTRIBUTION REDEFINED 

The committee approved the following broader definition of the Interdisciplinary (ID) distribution:  

Current definition 

Interdisciplinary courses combine in roughly equal measure the approaches of two of the 

three primary distributions (HU, NS, and SS) in order to examine the differences and 

similarities between disciplines and explore alternative ways of discovering and organizing 

knowledge. Please note: Courses that combine all three of the primary distributions dilute the 

content of each such that they do not qualify for any. 

Revised definition 

Interdisciplinary courses combine in roughly equal measure the approaches within two or 

three of the primary distributions (HU, NS, and SS) in order to examine the differences and 

similarities between disciplines and explore alternative ways of discovering and organizing 

knowledge. Interdisciplinary work is primarily concerned with crossings and connections 

between areas of knowledge, inquiry, and method. ID courses emphasize critical thinking, team-

based intellectual work, and the analytic skills characteristic of each discipline. 

This revised definition is posted on the Curriculum Committee website under Academic Policies & Guidelines 

(http://lsa.umich.edu/facstaff/ug_education/cc/guidelines) under Generic Definitions for Area Distributions. 

COURSE APPROVAL REQUESTS 

1. The committee approved a total of eight course approval requests including five new proposals and 

three modifications (see Course Approval Appendix).  

2. The following courses were approved for distribution or college requirement: 

a. HU: UKR 320 

b. ID: HISTART 354 / ANTHRCUL 354 and UC 256 
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LSA ACADEMIC JUDICIARY PROCESS 

Some committee members expressed concern about uneven expectations among faculty and students with 

regard to issues of academic integrity, especially cheating and plagiarism. Esrold Nurse, Assistant Dean for 

Student Academic Affairs, and David Smith, Deputy Assistant Dean for Student Academic Affairs, provided an 

overview of the process (see attachment). They confirmed that instructors under report cheating and plagiarism 

for various reasons. Many prefer to deal with it themselves, which LSA policy allows. On the other hand, some 

departments stress academic integrity (English) and/or use an automated report to catch suspicious instances of 

repetition (Physics). CRLT has provided a lot of tools about organizing classes and designing effective exams.  

In addition to the Academic Integrity Website (http://www.lsa.umich.edu/academicintegrity/), Student 

Academic Affairs has posted an online message to faculty and GSIs about how to catch cheating. In recent 

years, many syllabi have included a statement on academic integrity, cheating, and/or plagiarism such as the 

attached examples. Dean Nurse stressed the importance of including such a statement and talking about 

plagiarism in class. He advised framing the statement and conversation in positive terms, such as “how not to 

plagiarize,” rather than in negative terms, such as “don’t plagiarize.” Specifics will depend on the class. 

For the past several years, all incoming students are required to take an online quiz on academic integrity 

(attached), which contradicts claims of ignorance. Many UM students take pride in doing their own work to the 

best of their ability. Others may cheat or plagiarize in order to save time and/or effort. There is not enough 

evidence to know whether students report one another for cheating. When cases are reported to the Academic 

Judiciary, adjudicators always meet with each student individually. In many instances, they stress that he/she 

simply made a “bad decision.” The lesson to be learned is how to make good decisions when faced with stress, a 

valuable skill for the future. Students themselves suffer the primary consequence of failing to benefit fully from 

the overall educational goal of really learning. It also is important each student take responsibility for their 

academic misconduct. If the case involves students working as a team, the question is whether each one 

accepted collaboration.  

Sanctions vary depending of the seriousness of the offence. College sanctions include a letter sent to the student. 

In addition, instructors have the option of imposing a grade sanction. Cases of academic misconduct are also 

reported on graduate school applications. Student Academic Affairs is most interested in catching repeat 

offenders, which relies on instructors’ willingness to report cases. In summary, the college’s policy with regard 

to cheating is to report cases to Student Academic Affairs. Adjudicators meet with students individually to 

discuss the misconduct. For closure, they ask them to admit responsibility and accept the sanction. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 5 pm. 

 

NEXT MEETINGS:  SUBCOMMITTEES, FEBRUARY 22, 2011 

  WINTER BREAK, NO MEETING, MARCH 1, 2011 

  COURSE APPROVALS, MARCH 8, 2011 
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LSA Academic Integrity Quiz 

Score: 0%

Incomplete. Please continue

  

Step 1: Read Introduction 

Welcome 

Faculty Comments 

Student CommentsStudent Comments 

  

Step 2: Answer Questions 

1. Submitting Someone Else's WorkSubmitting Someone Else's Work 

2. Help on Exam Help on Exam 

3. Unauthorized notes or help on examUnauthorized notes or help on exam

4. Reusing a paper Reusing a paper 

5. Computer Program Computer Program 

6. Plagiarism Plagiarism 

7. Lifting Phrases Lifting Phrases 

8. Internet Plagiarism Internet Plagiarism 

9. Falsifying Records Falsifying Records 

10. Data Changing Data Changing 

11. Unacceptable CollaborationUnacceptable Collaboration  

12. Internet PlagiarismInternet Plagiarism 

13. Excessive collaborationExcessive collaboration  

14. Enabling Enabling 

15. Enabling Enabling 

  

Welcome 

LSA Student Academic Affairs  

Welcome to the University of Michigan, College of Literature, Science, and the Arts. You are 
about to enter a unique learning community where the creation of knowledge and the 
generation of ideas flourish. In such a place it is essential that each individual respects and 
gives credit to the source of these ideas, -- a simple notion, proper credit where credit is due. In 
the search for truth and understanding of our world, trust and integrity are indispensable 
elements. Academic honesty is absolutely necessary to preserve the rich learning community 
that is the University, your University. On behalf of the faculty, students and staff, we welcome 
you to our community of scholars.  

The purpose of the academic integrity quiz is to educate you to our LSA community standards 
of academic integrity and their centrality to your personal educational pursuits. We also want to 
alert you to some of the common misconceptions regarding what constitutes a violation of 
academic integrity.  

First, though, let’s see what a few LSA faculty members and students have to say about 
integrity as you join the academic community.  

  Next
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HOME PROCEDURES FOR RESOLVING 
ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT IN LSA

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
(BY LSA FACULTY MEMBERS)

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
(BY LSA STUDENTS)  

 

 EXAMPLES OF ACADEMIC 
MISCONDUCT

   

 
 
Academic Integrity Quiz 

Student Honor Council 

More... 

  

 
Esrold A. Nurse, Ph.D. 
Assistant Dean 

  

 

THE OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT DEAN FOR STUDENT ACADEMIC AFFAIRS 

Among the primary responsibilities of the Assistant Dean for Student Academic Affairs is leadership 
of the LSA Academic Judiciary Committee and oversight of the academic judiciary processes in the
College. The Assistant Dean is responsible for ensuring that a fair and judicious process exists for
adjudicating cases of academic misconduct when the LSA Community Standards of Academic
Integrity may have been violated. The Office of the Assistant Dean works to promote and maintain a
high degree of academic integrity in the College.  

LSA COMMUNITY STANDARDS OF ACADEMIC INTEGRITY  

The LSA undergraduate academic community, like all communities, functions best when its 
members treat one another with honesty, fairness, respect, and trust. The College holds all 
members of its community to high standards of scholarship and integrity. To accomplish its mission 
of providing an optimal educational environment and developing leaders of society, the College 
promotes the assumption of personal responsibility and integrity and prohibits all forms of academic 
dishonesty and misconduct. Academic dishonesty may be understood as any action or attempted 
action that may result in creating an unfair academic advantage for oneself or an unfair academic 
advantage or disadvantage for any other member or members of the academic community. 
Conduct, without regard to motive, that violates the academic integrity and ethical standards of the 
College community cannot be tolerated. The College seeks vigorously to achieve compliance with its 
community standards of academic integrity. Violations of the standards will not be tolerated and will 
result in serious consequences and disciplinary action. 

Useful Links and Resources 

   

   

© 2006 U-M Regents | Office of the Assistant Dean for Student Academic Affairs | 1255 Angell Hall | Email Webmaster
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LSA Curriculum Committee 
Course Approval Actions 

2/15/2011   

1.
New
Fall 

2011

   

SOC 488
Organizing Internship
(UG Full 1.0) (Expr) (CR/NC) (David Harding) 
 
Short Course Description:
   Students serve as "organizing interns" with a community organization for a minimum of 10 hours per week. They may accept 
one of the placements arranged by the instructor, or develop their own internship or project in close consultation with the 
instructor. Appropriate projects require mobilizing the participation of others to achieve measurable organizing outcomes by 
the end of the semester. This focus on community organizing distinguishes this course from most other service-learning 
courses on campus, which tend to focus on community service. Students must be concurrently enrolled in SOC 489.

Repeat for Credit? No

Permission To Enroll: Department

Assessment: Assessment of this course will be an integral part of the assessment plan for SOC 489: 1) gathering 
weekly feedback from students in the form of brief discussions at the end of class; 2) regularly 
contacting the community partners hosting organizing interns for their assessments of student 
development and understanding; 3)quantifying continued student engagement with organizing or 
similar public interest work after the course ends; 4) performing a qualitative assessment of 
students' intellectual development over the course of the semester by examining students' papers; 
and 5) incorporating relevant information from advising appointment discussions and exit surveys 
completed by graduating concentrators.

 

2.
New
Fall 

2011

   

SOC 489
Organizing: People, Power, and Change
(UG Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (David Harding) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This course introduces students to community organizing. Topics covered include: the definition of community organizing; 
the role of the organizer; motivating collective action through values, narratives, and interests; resources and power; 
leadership development; building community capacity; strategy and tactics; campaigns; and organizational structure and 
governance. Students must be concurrently enrolled in SOC 488.

Repeat for Credit? No

Assessment: In addition to grades and end-of-term course evaluations, the course's value to our curriculum will be 
assessed in the following ways: 1) gathering weekly feedback from students in the form of brief 
discussions at the end of class; 2) regularly contacting the community partners hosting organizing 
interns for their assessments of student development and understanding; 3)quantifying continued 
student engagement with organizing or similar public interest work after the course ends; 4) 
performing a qualitative assessment of students' intellectual development over the course of the 
semester by examining students' papers; and 5) incorporating relevant information from advising 
appointment discussions and exit surveys completed by graduating concentrators.

 

3.
New
Fall 

2011

   

SPANISH 277
Reading, Grammar, and Composition
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This course is the new prerequisite for a minor or concentration in Spanish. It combines an introduction to the study of 
literature in Spanish with an advanced review of grammar.

Repeat for Credit? No

Advisory Prereq's: Students who receive transfer credit for Spanish 232 and wish to continue with their language study 
are strongly encouraged to take the Spanish placement exam to be certain that they are prepared for 
Spanish 277.

Enforced Prereq's: SPANISH 230 or 232 with a grade of C- or higher; RCLANG 294 or 314; or assignment of SPANISH 
277 by placement test.

Credit Exclusions: No credit for students who have completed SPANISH 276.

Assessment: As the prerequisite to the minor and concentration in Spanish, 277 is subject to ongoing feedback 
from instructors of upper-level courses in Romance Languages. This feedback is used to modify the 
contents and focus of the course, based on the performance and the perceived level of preparation of 
students coming out of 277. A component of the online materials are diagnostic exams. Students’ 
performance on these exams will allow us to evaluate and fine-tune the grammar handouts, practice 
exercises and other electronic materials available to students.

 

4.
New

UC 416
Methods in Research for the Social Sciences
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Fall 
2011

   

(UG Full 1.0, UG Half 1.0, Grad Full 1.0, Grad Half 1.0) (Regular) (CR/NC) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This course covers the approaches to conducting research in the social sciences. It includes the tools and methods of 
research, the processes for performing research, and the mechanisms for communicating research results. The responsible 
conduct of research is discussed. 

Repeat for Credit? Yes
Max Times Crs Can Be Elected: 2
Max Total Credits: n/a
Elect More Than Once in Same Term? Yes

Permission To Enroll: Department

Assessment: During the initial offerings of this course it will be crucial to assess the effectiveness of the methods 
and materials. CRLT will be asked to help with mid-course evaluations.

 

5.
New
Fall 

2011

   

UKR 320
An Introduction to Ukrainian Poetry
(UG Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Omry Ronen) 
 
Short Course Description:
   Course covers the history of Ukrainian poetry in the first half of the 20th century, ranging from neoclassicism to panfuturism, 
within the context of the development of Ukrainian literature and national identity, with particular emphasis on 20th century 
high modernism. Poetry will be read in the original Ukrainian. The basic principles of Ukrainian versification and its evolution 
will be applied in explicating and translating the poetry into English. The course will thus further students’ knowledge of the 
language itself as well as of Ukrainian culture. Poets to be read include Shevchenko ("To the Living, Dead, and Unborn 
Compatriots of Mine, My Friendly Epistle"), Antonych, Bazhan, Drai-Khmara, Fylypovych, Pluzhnyk, Ryl’s’kyi, Semenko, 
Tychyna, and Zerov.

Meets Distr Req: HU

Repeat for Credit? No

Advisory Prereq's: Basic Ukrainian reading knowledge.

Assessment: Our objective is to broaden the undergraduate curriculum for our Ukrainian minors. Success of the 
course will be evaluated on the basis of its impact on the enrichment and growth of the minor, which 
we intend to monitor closely in the years ahead. Students’ mastery of the course material, and their 
responses in evaluations of the course, will also be a important components of our assessment 
process.

 

6.
Mod
Fall 

2011    

HISTART 354 / ANTHRCUL 354
Art, Science, and Technology
(UG Full 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Jennifer Robertson) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Meets Distr Req  ID 

 

7.
Mod
Fall 

2011    

SPANISH 277
Reading, Grammar, and Composition
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course SPANISH 277 SPANISH 275 

 

8.
Mod
Fall 

2011    

UC 256
Twenty Two Ways
(UG Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Phil Deloria) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Meets Distr Req  ID 
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