
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MEMORANDUM 

 
 

TO: Members of the LSA Executive Committee 

FROM: Pam Rinker 

DATE: November 3, 2010 

SUBJECT: Summary of LSA Curriculum Committee Minutes 
for October 12, 2010 
 

1. The minutes of 10/5/10 were approved.  

2. Phil Gorman and Donna Wessel Walker explained LSA’s general 
requirements and how they differ from concentration requirements.  

 

 



LSA CURRICULUM COMMITTEE 
Minutes of October 12, 2010 

Present: Phil Deloria (Chair), Caroline Canning, Ellie Dertz, Tim Dodd, Phil Gorman, Lori Gould, Mika Lavaque-
Manty, Neil Marsh, Jennifer Myers, Sally Oey, Sushama Pavgi, JoAnn Peraino, Pam Rinker, Catherine Sanok, Teresa 
Satterfield, Mandy Seyerle, Donna Wessel Walker, Evans Young, and Rebecca Zurier 
 
The meeting came to order at 3:10 pm. 
 
MINUTES 
 
The minutes for 10/5/10 were approved.  
 
DIFFERENCES BETWEEN LSA REQUIREMENTS AND CONCENTRATION REQUIREMENTS 
 
Phil Gorman and Donna Wessel Walker explained how LSA requirements differ from concentration requirements. 
General requirements include first-year and upper-level writing, R&E, QR, and the Language Requirement. Newman 
academic advisors use the attached pie chart with some case samples to orient incoming students to the general 
structure of an LSA degree. It requires a minimum of 120 credits divided into four approximately equal categories: 
concentration requirements (27-48 credits); area distribution (30 credits); general requirements (about 30 credits); and 
electives (12-63 credits). The number of credits in each category varies depending on a student’s concentration, 
placement exams, and personal interests. An overview of this information is available on the Newman advising 
website (http://www.lsa.umich.edu/advising/.  
 
Advisors urge first-year students to take a wide variety of courses that interest them, rather than focus immediately 
on getting all the requirements out of the way. Through such exploration, many students have discovered whole 
new areas and concentrations that otherwise would not have come to light. In addition, advisors have found that 
most students automatically satisfy most if not all of their college requirements simply by taking a wide variety of 
courses. In broad terms, the purpose of area distribution and general requirements is to achieve breadth across 
disciplines and acquire specific skill sets. On the other hand, concentration requirements are intended to provide 
content and depth within a discipline and subject. The committee recommended clarifying the texts in the LSA 
Bulletin about the purpose of area distributions and general requirements.  
 
College policy prohibits using courses within a concentration to satisfy area distribution. Phil Gorman was asking if 
this rule could be more flexible so that all students are able to graduate on time. This is critical for double 
concentrators who may be contemplating dropping one of their programs, particularly in their senior year. In order 
to be confident about their degree status, students need to consult their academic advisors and make use of the 
online degree audit, which is available directly to students in Wolverine Access. This report identifies any area 
distributions or general requirements not yet satisfied. The College’s general advisors, department advisors, and 
Academic Auditors Office continue to work with the Registrar’s Office to update the coding of the general and 
concentration requirements that underlie the degree audit. The Newnan LSA Advising Center also has developed an 
easy-to-read Audit Checklist report as an advising tool within the Online Advising File. Advisors can print or email 
a checklist to their students, and the Advising Center hopes to roll out an online version for students sometime in 
the coming year.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 5 pm. 
 
Fall Study Break:  October 19 (no meeting) 
Subcommittees:  October 26, 3-5 pm 
Next full meeting:  November 2, 3-5 pm, Course Approvals 
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  Your Interests ~ Your Requirements 
 

 
 

Where do your interests fit in? 
 

Courses you want to take... ...Fulfill this requirement 
  
  
  
  

 
 
 

LSA Degree Requirements – AB, BS 
 

120 credits total 
60+ credits in math/science for BS 

 
 

Concentration (~30 cr) 

• Explore in your first 2 years 
• Declare by end of Soph Year 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Area Distribution (30 cr) 

• 7 cr NS 
• 7 cr SS 
• 7 cr HU 
• 9 cr (3x3) in NS/SS/HU/MSA/CE/ID 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Other General Requirements (~30 cr) 

• FYWR First Year Writing  
• ULWR Upper-Level Writing  
• R&E Race & Ethnicity  
• QR Quantitative Reasoning (QR/1, or 2 QR/2) 
• LR Language (4th term proficiency) 
 

Electives (~30 cr)  

• Prerequisites 
• Pre-professional courses 
• Optional minor or second concentration 
• Skill building 
• Fun stuff 

 

 
 

Other interesting rules 
• 3rd week deadline: Drop/Add. 
• 3rd week deadline: Pass/Fail: 30 cr limit. 

 Not in 4th term language.  
 Not in concentration. 
 A bad joke for pre-professions. 

• 9th week deadline: Late Drop.  
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Hu m a n i t i e s  ( H U )  

Humanities courses focus on creations of the human mind as expressed, for example, in literature, religion, philosophy, music, and the visual and performing 

arts. Its methods are analytical, critical, and speculative, and can often be contrasted with the quantitative and qualitative methods employed in the social 

sciences. Examples of humanistic study would include analysis of visual arts, literary forms, aesthetic values, and moral and ethical philosophies. Study in the 

humanities leads to a better understanding of the human condition and what it means to be human. Such study fosters a deeper appreciation of one or more 

cultural areas by focusing close attention on exemplary practices or works and how they fit within their larger context. Several fields such as communications, 

cultural anthropology, history, and linguistics can be studied with either a humanistic or social scientific method. 

Na t u r a l  S c i e n c e s  ( N S )  

Natural science courses focus on understanding the natural world through application of the scientific method, which emphasizes observation, 

experimentation, formation of testable hypotheses about natural phenomena, and testing of those hypotheses. Courses do not have to emphasize all of these 

areas to qualify. For example, descriptive astronomy courses (emphasizing the observational aspect and the conclusions that can be drawn from those 

observations), chemistry laboratory courses (emphasizing the experimental aspect), and theoretical physics courses (which lay the groundwork for formation 

of testable hypotheses about the physical universe) could all lie well within the realm of natural science courses. 

Courses that apply the scientific method to the understanding of human behavior would generally not be considered natural science courses, but would fall 

within the realm of the social sciences. However, courses that seek knowledge about the biological underpinnings of certain aspects of human behavior could 

well be natural science courses. Some examples would include certain aspects of neuroscience, bio-psychology, and cognition. While there have been many 

valuable mathematical and statistical tools developed to support the natural sciences, courses that focus primarily on those tools rather than their application 

to the study of the natural world would more likely fall within the realm of mathematical and symbolic analysis courses. 

S o c i a l  S c i e n c e s  ( S S )  

Social science courses focus on people and the institutions within which they interact as individuals, and in groups, societies, nations, and states. Social 

scientists often use qualitative methods, such as ethnography, oral history, and descriptive analysis of archival materials and artifacts. They also use 

quantitative tools grounded in the scientific method to collect and analyze data, and form testable hypotheses about social phenomena. Examples of 

quantitative social science would include survey research and economic modeling. Topics studied by social scientists include voting behavior, consumer 

preferences, academic achievement, and population growth. 

The quantitative and qualitative methods employed in the social sciences can often be contrasted with the analytical, critical, and speculative methods used in 

the humanities that focus on the human condition as expressed, for example, in literature, religion, philosophy, and the visual and performing arts. Several 

fields such as communications, cultural anthropology, history, and linguistics can be studied with either a humanistic or social scientific method. 

M a t h  &  S y m b o l i c  A n a l y s i s  ( M S A )  

MSA courses focus primarily on the mathematical and statistical tools used to support the study of the natural and social sciences. Rather than mathematical 

manipulation or computation, these courses focus on the methodology used to analyze quantitative information to make decisions, judgments and predictions. 

This involves defining a problem by means of numerical or geometrical representations of real-world phenomena, determining how to solve it, deducing 

consequences, formulating alternatives, and predicting outcomes. In addition to mathematics and statistics, MSA courses are taught in a variety of subjects, 

Undergraduate Education 

Home / Faculty & Staff / Undergraduate Education / Curriculum Committee / Academic Policies & Guidelines /  

Gener ic  Def in i t ions  For  Area  
Dis t r ibu t ions  
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including astronomy, biology, chemistry, economics, the environment, geological sciences, philosophy, physics, and sociology. 

Cr e a t i v e  E x p r e s s i o n  ( C E )  

Creative Expression courses entail hands-on activities that allow students to express their creativity through a wide range of arts. This differs from courses in 

the Humanities (HU) that are taught at a more theoretical or abstract level. For example, HU music courses focus on theory without making sounds or 

practicing music. CE courses teach students how to apply the theory not only on paper but through playing an instrument, creating sound, composing music, or 

arranging music. CE courses may address many different mediums, including the performing arts, fine arts, plastic and visual arts architecture, ceramics, 

metalworking, paper and textiles, woodworking, and glass. 

I n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  ( I D )  

Interdisciplinary courses combine in roughly equal measure the approaches of two of the three primary distributions  (HU, NS, and SS) in order to 

examine the differences and similarities between disciplines and explore alternative ways of discovering and organizing knowledge. Please note: Courses that 

combine all three of the primary distributions dilute the content of each such that they do not qualify for any.  
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