
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

MEMORANDUM 

 

 

TO: Members of the LSA Executive Committee 

FROM: Pam Rinker 

DATE: February 9, 2011 

SUBJECT: Summary of LSA Curriculum Committee Minutes 

for January 25, 2011 

 

1. Minutes of 1/18/11 were approved. 

2. GSI/Grader responsibilities were discussed, especially in regard to the total amount 

of required writing. 

3. A new Academic Minor in Islamic Studies was deferred. 

4. Engineering’s undergraduate certificate Program in Entrepreneurship (PIE) was 

approved for LSA students effective Fall 2010. 

5. A double minor petition from German was denied. 

6. Course approval requests were acted upon. 

7. The Academic Judiciary Process was provided to the committee for review and 

future discussion. 

 

 

 



 

  

LSA CURRICULUM COMMITTEE 

Minutes of January 25, 2011 

Present: Phil Deloria (Chair), Pallavi Abraham, Caroline Canning, Ellie Dertz, Tim Dodd, Phil Gorman, Lori 
Gould, Mika Lavaque-Manty, Neil Marsh, Kristen Moore, Jennifer Myers, Esrold Nurse, Sushama Pavgi, JoAnn 

Peraino, Pam Rinker, Catherine Sanok, Naomi Silver, Donna Wessel Walker, Evans Young, and Rebecca Zurier 

Visitors: Anne Curzan, Scotti Parrish, and David Smith 

The meeting came to order at 3:10 pm 

MINUTES 

Minutes for 1/18/11 were approved.  

REQUIRED WRITING AND GSI/GRADER RESPONSIBILITIES AND WORKLOAD  

Rebecca Zurier requested a discussion about this topic on the basis of her experience as Interim Director of 

Undergraduate Studies in History of Art. She summarized her concerns as follows: Are the attached guidelines, 

“The Writing Component in LSA Course Proposals” written by the Curriculum Committee and posted online, 
realistic in view of the GEO contract? Or do these expectations issued by a pedagogical committee require 

additional GSI funding to be implemented in sectioned courses? Even low-stakes writing—such as short 

reflections, weekly responses, or blogs that complement exams—requires time for tabulation. More time is 

needed to review weekly response papers, which often are a valuable way to measure student improvement over 
the course of the term. While GSIs and graders gain valuable experience in leading discussion sections and 

grading, departments are equally concerned about educating them as future teachers and better scholars overall. 

How is the time GSIs spend in weekly meetings with faculty mentors figured into the fraction calculation for 
GSIs and graders? Since the focus on writing and grading varies considerably across disciplines and the college, 

would it be possible to identify best practices? 

The committee invited two professors from the English Department to provide additional input on these issues: 

Scotti Parrish, Associate Professor and Director of Undergraduate Studies, and Anne Curzan, Associate 

Professor and Director of the English Department Writing Program. Both valued the committee’s higher 
expectations for writing and plan to incorporate them in the English curriculum. They did not view GSI/grader 

workloads as a structural crisis. Rather, they reported almost no GSI complaints about time spent leading 

discussion sections and meeting weekly with their faculty advisors. Most graders in English are expected to 
attend all classes and complete most if not all of the reading, and typically share grading equally with 

instructors. Most instructors provide a rubric and norms for grading and meet regularly throughout the term to 

discuss these issues.  

Prof. Curzan said that English is always seeking to design 200-level, HU courses that may interest non-

concentrators. They hope to enroll 50-60 students in the courses and use a grader. English is conscious though 
that, perhaps in contrast to more fact-based disciplines, instructors in these courses must constantly incorporate 

the writing process in courses even at the 200-level. Prof. Curzan also reported uneven training for faculty 

working with GSIs in courses that involve extensive writing. As in any department, some faculty members do 
not meet often enough with graders nor provide them with rubrics or norms. English will hold a discussion this 

winter on this very topic of GSI mentoring, workload, and writing instruction. Ideally, departments would be 

responsible for communicating their expectations about writing and grading (specifically in terms of working 
with GSIs) to faculty. Venues include ongoing discussion at faculty meetings, reminders sent to new 

instructors, and a posting in the office for undergraduate education.  
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LSA Curriculum Committee Minutes, 1/25/11 

  

NEW ACADEMIC MINOR IN ISLAMIC STUDIES 

The committee deferred approval of this minor on 1/18/11 to consider what concentrations and minors should 

be excluded. Even though 2/3 of the courses are in AAPTIS, they concluded that even AAPTIS concentrators 
could put together a viable plan with careful advising. In addition, they recognized that the course list would 

grow over time, providing students more and more options. College policy states that “students may not use 

more than one course to meet both the requirements of an academic minor and the prerequisites or 

requirements of a concentration.” The committee thought this rule would help all concentrators and the advisor 
to develop a viable plan for the minor. They asked Prof. Florida to provide an updated course list that included 

all crosslists and approved the attached final minor proposal. 

PROGRAM IN ENTREPRENEURSHIP (PIE) 

The College of Engineering submitted the attached proposal that LSA students be able to earn a certificate in its 

Program in Entrepreneurship (PIE). Many LSA students already are participating in this program, and the 
committee viewed it as an academic opportunity that should be recognized on their transcripts. Since all students 

earn a degree from the University of Michigan, the committee thought this program would enhance the education 

of LSA undergraduates. They approved the Program in Entrepreneurship for LSA students effective Fall 2010. If 

this decision is ratified by the Executive Committee, Assistant Dean Evans Young will follow-up with the 
Graham Sustainability Institute about resubmitting a similar request, previously denied. New undergraduate 

certificate programs will be considered on a case by case basis. 

DOUBLE MINOR PETITION  

While recognizing that German and Swedish are very different languages, the committee denied the attached 

double minor petition from German. The college created academic minors to achieve academic breadth rather 
than depth in a particular area. Accordingly, college policy states, “Students may not elect a concentration and 

an academic minor, or two academic minors, in the same department or program, unless a specific exemption 

to this policy is noted in the academic minor description in the LSA Bulletin.” Since the student named in the 

petition could include all of her educational experience in a resume, the committee did not think she would lose 
that much by not having both minors recorded on her transcript. They also were concerned that making an 

individual exception to college policy would set a dangerous precedent for other students and departments.  

COURSE APPROVAL REQUESTS 

1. STATS 250 (350) was approved for a change from NS distribution to MSA effective F11. 

2. Two new interdisciplinary courses were approved effective F11:  

a. HISTART 354/ANTHRCUL 354, Art, Science, and Technology 

b. UC 256, Twenty Two Ways (part of a Sophomore Year Initiative) 

Distribution approval was deferred pending more discussion. 

ACADEMIC JUDICIARY PROCESS 

Esrold Nurse, Associate Dean for Student Academic Affairs, submitted the attached information about the 

Academic Judiciary Process. As chair of the Curriculum Committee, Dean Phil Deloria asked everyone to review 

it prior to a discussion in February. 

The meeting was adjourned at 5 pm. 

Next meeting:  Subcommittees, February 1 

 Course Approvals, February 8, 3-5 pm 

2



The LSA Curriculum Committee recognizes and endorses the importance placed on writing
throughout the curriculum, as affirmed by the Faculty’s adoption of the First Year and Upper Level
Writing Requirements into the LSA Faculty Code. The Committee further recognizes the significant
role of writing in fostering and consolidating student learning even in courses that are not
designed to be writing intensive.

We encourage faculty to integrate regular and varied modes of writing into their courses as an
effective reinforcement of course content. Under certain circumstances, the Curriculum
Committee may suggest that a proposed course would benefit from longer or more frequent
opportunities for student composing:

Distribution Credit
Courses for which distribution credit is requested can benefit from a strong writing
component, due to the opportunity it provides students to express in their own words their
understanding of the important paradigms, principles, ideas, accomplishments, and modes
of analysis characteristic of the field and discipline. When distribution credit is requested,
the Curriculum Committee’s main concern is whether the proposed course content
addresses the area distribution guidelines; at the same time, the Committee encourages all
faculty to consider incorporating appropriate forms of writing into their courses. It is
understood that the role and style of writing in different distribution areas will take a
variety of different forms. Writing assignments may range from formal, revised essays, lab
reports, or research reports as a primary means for assessing student learning, to short
reflections, responses, or blogs that complement exams and other forms of assessment.

Credit Hours and Course Level
On occasion, the Curriculum Committee will conclude that a proposed course should have
its content augmented to match the number of credit hours or the course level requested.
When that happens, the Committee may suggest increasing the frequency or length of
writing assignments, precisely because of the value the Committee places on writing. The
Committee always invites alternative suggestions from the course proposer, who may have
another vision of how the course could be enhanced.

Faculty are invited to consult the Sweetland Writing Center at swcinfo@umich.edu for assistance
designing writing prompts and for examples of how writing can be incorporated into and foster
student learning in a variety of disciplines.

3



 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN Cover Sheet 
College of Literature, Science, & the Arts NEW ACADEMIC MINOR PROPOSAL FORM 
  

 
LSA students pursuing a BA or BS degree may opt to complete one or more academic minors in order to broaden their 
educational experience outside their area of concentration. Proposals must be approved by the LSA Curriculum Committee 
and meet the following criteria: 1) require no fewer than 15 credit hours in addition to any prerequisites; 2) provide 
structure and coherence, not simply a total number of credits elected at random; and 3) contain some upper-division 
courses. For policies and administration, click on Academic Minors. For alphabetical list of approved minors in the LSA 
Bulletin, click on Academic Minor Programs. 
  
Department/Academic Unit Islamic Studies Program 

Title of Academic Minor Islamic Studies  

Number of Credits:  16   Prerequisites    None          Required Courses (min/max if applicable)   AAPTIS 262 + 4 other courses 

Approved by Dept/Unit Curriculum Committee  n/a             Date: ____________ 

Approved by Chair or Director      Nancy K. Florida            Date:__11/22/10______ 

Attach a memo on departmental letterhead with the following information: 

1. Brief statement of the goals of the minor along the lines of those listed in the College Bulletin. 
2. Intended audience for the minor. 
3. Summation of prerequisites and requirements for the minor for inclusion in the College Bulletin. 
4. Description of how each course requirement would contribute to the educational goals, structure and coherence of the minor. 
5. List of concentrations and academic minors in other departments/units whose students should be prohibited from electing this 

minor, due either to significant overlap of requirements or to proximity of subject matter. 
6. Departmental staff responsible for advising students in planning and completing this minor. 
7. Brief supporting statement (one or two paragraphs) explaining the rationale for creating this minor. 

Signatures of approval are required from all other departments/units with courses included in this minor (attach extra sheet if 
necessary). Please note: Signature of Chair/Director implies a commitment that the department 1) plans to offer the course on a routine 
basis, and 2) does not think that the added students in these courses will preclude their own concentrators from getting into the courses. 
Before submitting proposal: a) send modifications to each chair/director asking for approval via email; b) type each unit’s name and signer 
below, and c) forward all email approvals to Pam in one batch. 

 

Department/Program 
Musicology    

Sociology    

Anthropology    

Near Eastern Studies   

Asian Languages & Cultures  

History of Art    

History    

American Culture   

Chair/Director (obtained signatures for all departments listed below) 

James M. Borders  12/6/2010 

Alford A. Young, Jr.  12/6/2010 

Tom Fricke  12/2/2010 

Michael Bonner  11/30/2010 

Donald Lopez  11/30/2010 

Matthew Biro  11/27/2010 

Joel Howell  12/2/2010 

Gregory Dowd  12/13/2010 

We have obtained approval signatures from all of the above departments and chairs. 
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NEW ACADEMIC MINOR PROPOSAL  

Department/Academic Unit Islamic Studies Program_ 

Name of Academic Minor  Islamic Studies ____________ 

Effective Term     Fall 2011____________________ 

Date of Submission   December 16, 2010 

Requirements 

Min/Max # 
credits 

At least 16 credits  

Prereqs none 

Required 
courses 
(state 
minimum # of 
credits for 
upper-level 
courses) 

AAPTIS 262 (Introduction to Islam)  4 credits 

Four other courses on Islam or Muslim societies from at least two different world regions 
(possible courses listed below), two of which must be upper-level courses with one elected at the 
400-level. 

Advising The Director of the Islamic Studies Program will be responsible for advising students with a 
minor in Islamic Studies. 

Exclusions none 

Other  
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Islamic Studies Academic Minor Proposal 
 
1. Brief statement of the goals of the minor: 

The interdisciplinary minor in Islamic Studies minor is designed to provide a basic familiarity with the 
religion of Islam and its various expressions in different world contexts.  The minor will acquaint the 
student with the emergence and historical development of Islam as a world religion and to the historical 
and contemporary experience of Muslim peoples from at least two different world cultures. 
 

2. Intended audience for the minor: 

The intended audience includes anyone with an interest in Islamic religion and its cultural and historical 
expressions.  This might be a useful minor for students with concentrations in History, Anthropology, Near 
Eastern Studies, Asian Studies, and Political Science. 

 
3. Summation of prerequisites and requirements for the minor: 

 There are no prerequisites.   

Requirements include AAPTIS 262 (Introduction to Islam) and four other courses on Islam or on Muslim 
societies, two of which must be upper-level courses with one at the 400-level.  To ensure a breadth of 
contextual engagement, the student will be required to elect courses that reflect at least two different 
regional foci from among the following possibilities:  

  Middle East and North Africa 
  Sub-Saharan Africa 
  Iran and South Asia 
  East and Southeast Asia 
  Central Asia 
  Europe and the Americas  
 
 Students undertaking the minor will be required to formulate a coherent minor plan in consultation with the 

Islamic Studies advisor and will be encouraged to adopt an interdisciplinary approach to the subject of 
Islam.   

 Language courses may not be counted toward the minor.  At least twelve of the sixteen required credits for 
the minor must be elected at the University of Michigan or at an overseas program associated with UM. 

 
4. Description of how each course requirement would contribute to the educational goals, structure and 

coherence of the minor. 

 AAPTIS 262 (Introduction to Islam), which is taught by several NES faculty, does what its name implies: it 
provides a comprehension introduction to Islam as a world religion.  The course begins with an exploration 
of the rise of Islam, with a special focus on its fundamental sources, the Qur’an and the Traditions of the 
Prophet, and then proceeds through an examination of the historical development of Islamic civilizations 
and of the beliefs and practices of Muslim subjects.   

 The breadth requirement will provide the student with an awareness of the variety in the expression of 
Islam, requiring courses that focus on Islam or Muslim societies in at least two different world contexts.  

 
5. List of concentrations and academic minors in other departments/units whose students should be prohibited 

from electing this minor. None. 
 

6. Departmental staff who will be responsible for advising students in planning and completing the minor: 

 The Director of the Islamic Studies Program will advise students electing the minor. 
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7. Brief supporting statement. 

 There is a growing body of students with an interest in Islam and its historical and contemporary 
expressions in various world contexts.  The interdisciplinary minor in Islamic Studies will allow these 
students to undertake a guided and coherent program that will explore these varied expressions of Islam in 
our world. It is designed to give students the opportunity to plan a structured and articulated series of 
courses that will result in a fundamental understanding of Islam and an intellectual engagement with Islamic 
beliefs, practices, and societies in at least two world cultures.  This will be the only academic program at 
UM whose focus is on Islam and its expression in Muslim societies. Unlike the AAPTIS and MENAS 
concentrations and minors, the focus of this minor is not restricted to a single world region; nor does it have 
a language component as do the AAPTIS concentration and minor and the MENAS concentration. 

 
Courses that may be used to fulfill the minor requirements 
 
Islamic Studies courses (general: without specific regional focus) 
AAPTIS 262       Introduction to Islam 
HISTORY 2XX (in process) Islamic World History 
AAPTIS 361       Jihad in History 
AAPTIS 365    The Prophet Muhammad in Islam 
AAPTIS 462       The Rise of Islam 
AAPTIS 465     Islamic Mysticism 
AAPTIS 467    Shi’ism: The History of Messianism and the Pursuit of Justice in Islamdom 
AAPTIS 468    Islamic Law 
AAPTIS 469    Islamic Intellectual History  
AAPTIS 495    Gender & Sexuality in Pre-Modern Islam  
AAPTIS 4XX (in process) Modern Islamic Movements in Comparative Perspective 
HISTART 285    Islamic Visual Culture 
MUSICOL 343    Music and Islam 
SOC 490     Women & Islam 
 
Islamic Studies courses: Middle East & North Africa 
AAPTIS 331    Introduction to Arab Culture: Race, Ethnicity and Gender Issues 
AAPTIS 339    Turkey: Language, Culture, Society between East and West 
AAPTIS 381    Introduction to Arabic Literature in Translation 
AAPTIS 459    Ottoman Turkish Culture 
AAPTIS 461    The First Millennium of the Islamic Near East 
AAPTIS 368    Women and War in the Middle East 
ANTHRCULT 409   Peoples and Cultures of the Near East & North Africa 
HISTORY 355    The Ottoman Enterprise 
HISTORY 443    Modern Middle Eastern History 
 
Islamic Studies courses: Sub-Saharan Africa 
** See notes below. 
 
Islamic Studies courses: Iran & South Asia 
HISTORY 325     The History of Islam in South Asia 
AAPTIS 464    Perso-Islamic Civilization  
 
Islamic Studies courses: East and Southeast Asia  
ASIAN 3XX(in process) From Mystic Saints to Holy Warriors: Islam in Southeast Asia 
 
Islamic Studies courses: Central Asia 
HISTORY 340    From Genghis Khan to the Taliban: Modern Central Asia 
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Islamic Studies courses: Europe & the Americas 
AAPTIS 335    African-American Religion between Christianity and Islam 
AMCULT 215    Introduction to Arab-American Studies 
AMCULT 235 From Harems to Terrorists: Representing the Middle East in Hollywood Cinema 
 
 
*************************************** 
 
**Note:  There are a number of topics courses (all of which have been offered multiple times) that may be used 
to fill the requirements of the minor: 
 
A few of these are: 
 
AAPTIS 491    Islam and Black America: From Slavery to Hip-Hop 
AMCULT 205    American Cultures: Muslims in America 
AMCULT 498  Humanities Approaches to American Culture  

Why do they Hate Us: Perspectives on 9/11 
HISTORY 357    Topics in African History: Islam in Africa   
HISTORY 391    Topics: Muslim Immigrants in Europe 
HISTORY 397    History Colloquium: Iran Thirty Years after the Revolution 
COMPLIT 367    Topics: Islam and the West 
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LSA Bulletin Text 

ISLAMIC STUDIES MINOR 
 
The Islamic Studies Program offers an interdisciplinary academic minor for students 
who wish to gain a basic familiarity with the religion of Islam and its various 
expressions in different world contexts. The minor acquaints students with the 
emergence and historical development of Islam as a world religion and to the 
historical and contemporary experience of Muslim peoples from at least two 
different world cultures. 
 
Students undertaking the minor are required to formulate a coherent minor plan in 
consultation with the Islamic Studies advisor; the plan formulated will reflect an 
interdisciplinary and cross‐regional approach to the subject of Islam.  Appointments 
with the Islamic Studies academic advisor are scheduled in the ISP office 734‐763‐
5408, or by email (address). 
 
Prerequisites:  None 
 
Requirements: 
 
Requirements include AAPTIS 262 (Introduction to Islam) and four other courses on 
Islam or on Muslim societies, two of which must be upper‐level courses with one of 
these to be elected at the 400‐level.  To ensure a breadth of contextual engagement, 
the student is required to elect courses that reflect at least two different regional 
foci from among the following possibilities:  

      Middle East and North Africa 
    Sub‐Saharan Africa 
    Iran and South Asia 
    East and Southeast Asia 
    Central Asia 
    Europe and the Americas  
 
Constraints: 

Language courses may not be counted toward the minor.  At least twelve of the 
sixteen required credits for the minor must be elected at the University of Michigan 
or at an overseas program associated with UM. 
 
 

9

pjmoran
Rectangle



To:  LSA Curriculum Committee 
From:  James Holloway 

Date: 1/1/11 
Re: Approval of the Program in Entrepreneurship (PIE) for LSA Students 

 
 
 

In compliance with the LSA Curriculum Committee procedures, the Associate Dean for 
Undergraduate Education (College of Engineering) is seeking approval from this 

committee to offer the Program in Entrepreneurship (PIE) as an option for students 
seeking a degree in the College of LSA.  This program is currently in place for students 
in the College of Engineering (CoE).    

 
Introduction to Entrepreneurship Education 

Founded in the winter of 2008, The Center for Entrepreneurship (CFE) exists to 
empower University of Michigan students, faculty, and staff to pursue entrepreneurial 
achievements that improve lives and drive the economy.  The CFE was initiated when 

the College of Engineering Committee on Entrepreneurial Environment and Programs 
realized that young inventors can help stimulate the Michigan economy.   

 
There is tremendous opportunity for students to flourish in the entrepreneurial 

ecosystem: The University of Michigan contains experts and leaders in all areas of 
study; there is significant support and encouragement for students from the local 
business community; and the University has an extensive global network of influential 

alumni. The Committee acknowledged that there were already a number of potential 
entrepreneurs at the University of Michigan, but that these individuals felt isolated and 

generally did not feel encouraged or enabled to pursue their entrepreneurial ambitions.  
Thus, a center for entrepreneurship was created in the College of Engineering to help 
University of Michigan inventors, especially student innovators, to bridge the gap 

between innovation and market implementation.   
 

As part of its academic initiative, the CFE launched a number of entrepreneurship 
courses intended to expose students to the entrepreneurial mindset, teach them about 
the entrepreneurial process, and give them direct experience with entrepreneurship in a 

supportive classroom environment. To date, the CFE has sponsored the creation of nine 
entrepreneurship courses. 

 
Introduction to the Program in Entrepreneurship 
In the fall of 2008, the CFE introduced the Program in Entrepreneurship (PIE), an 

academic subplan comprised of nine credits of courses related to entrepreneurship.  The 
primary purpose of the PIE is to give students a formal structure through which they 

can acquire fundamental entrepreneurial skills and safely undertake their own 
entrepreneurial endeavors.  The program is designed for students who want to start a 
company, join a small company upon graduation, innovate within a large organization, 

or simply learn about entrepreneurship because of its increasing importance in the 
economy. While venture creation is not the ultimate goal of the PIE, it is worth noting 

that several PIE alumni have gone on to launch their own company.   
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Although the CFE is part of the College of Engineering (COE), the PIE and all CFE-
sponsored entrepreneurship courses are open to all University of Michigan students, 

regardless of school or major.  All students that satisfy the PIE requirements receive a 
certificate of completion from the CFE upon graduation from the University.  However, 

until now, only COE students (both undergraduate and graduate) have had the PIE 
annotated on their official transcript, with the exception of certain business students.1 
 

Intended Audience 
It goes without saying that entrepreneurship is not exclusive to engineering.  Not only 

do great entrepreneurs come from a wide range of academic, professional, and 
personal backgrounds, successful entrepreneurial projects are often those that 
incorporate feedback from multiple points of view.  The Center for Entrepreneurship 

frequently stresses the importance of multidisciplinary teams; especially in regards to 
social entrepreneurship (the creation of financially viable enterprises that emphasize 

societal impact over monetary profit), where experts from the social sciences are 
fundamental to the success of projects.  Therefore, everyone stands to benefit from the 
inclusion of LSA students in the blossoming local entrepreneurial ecosystem. 

 
In fact, LSA students are already participating in the PIE.  Since its inception in fall 

2008, a total of 118 students have declared the PIE.  Of those 118 students, 54 (or 
36%) have come from outside of the COE.  Of those 54 students, 27 (50%) have been 

undergraduate LSA students.  That means that LSA students represent 23% of the total 
number of students enrolled in the PIE.  To date, 30 students have declared the PIE in 
the fall 2010 term.  Of that 30, 13 (or 43%) have been LSA students. Clearly, there is 

considerable demand from LSA students for entrepreneurship education. 
 

The LSA undergraduate students participating in the PIE come from a wide range of 
majors, including: Economics, Informatics, Psychology, Political Science, Sociology, 
International Studies, and Communications.  Despite their different backgrounds, these 

students share in common a passion for entrepreneurship and a determination to create 
their own future. The CFE is committed to helping these students realize their dreams, 

and to making the University of Michigan and the city of Ann Arbor productive and 
attractive entrepreneurial communities. 
 

We believe that LSA students participating in the PIE deserve to have this academic 
accomplishment recognized on their transcript.  Moreover, we know that there are 

countless LSA undergraduate students taking entrepreneurship courses. For example, in 
the fall 2010 term, 80 LSA students enrolled in ENGR 407 Distinguished Innovator 
Speaker Series (currently, a required course for the PIE and the introductory course to 

entrepreneurship).  However, many of them are deterred from enrolling in the PIE 
because it will not be officially recognized by their home school.  If the PIE is officially 

approved for LSA students, we expect many more to participate in the program.  
 
Program in Entrepreneurship Structure 

To declare the Program in Entrepreneurship (PIE), students must be at the sophomore 
level or higher, and in good academic standing (G.P.A of 2.0 or higher). To complete 

                                                      
1
 Individual students from the Ross School of Business have been able to successfully petition their home school to have 

the PIE annotated on their transcript, with the assistance of the CFE.  
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the Program in Entrepreneurship (PIE) students must take at least one class from each 
of four categories – required, core, elective, and practicum – for a minimum total of 

nine credits.  A core course may be used to fulfill an elective requirement. 
 

The Program in Entrepreneurship uses established classes from the College of 
Engineering, Ross School of Business, Zell Lurie Institute of Entrepreneurial Studies, 
School of Art & Design, School of Information, and College of Literature, Science, & the 

Arts.  In addition, the Center for Entrepreneurship designs new entrepreneurship 
courses to address relevant themes not covered by existing classes.  Students are also 

encouraged to petition to have an additional course count as a PIE core or elective 
requirement.   
 

All courses must be taken for a grade, with the exception of the Entrepreneurship 
Seminar, which is only offered pass/fail.2  It is possible for students to take 3-6 of the 9 

credits within LSA (elective and/or core course).  

The four requirements for completion of the PIE are: 

1. The Entrepreneurship Seminar (1 credit) 
2. A Core Course in Entrepreneurship (min 3 credits) 

3. An Elective Course in Entrepreneurship (min 1 credit) 
4. The Entrepreneurship Practicum (min 3 credits) 

 

1. Entrepreneurship Seminar: Distinguished Innovators Speaker Series (1 
credit; pass/fail)  

For this one-credit, pass/fail seminar (ENGR 407 [Pass/Fail]), the CFE invites successful 

entrepreneurs to speak to students about their experiences.  Lectures are held weekly, 
for one hour.  This course is intended to expose students to entrepreneurship and to 

inspire them to undertake their own endeavor through interaction with business 
leaders, venture capitalists, attorneys, and other individuals involved in emerging 
business models, new venture creation, and technology commercialization. Past 

speakers include: Tim Westergren, the Chief Strategy Officer and Founder of Pandora 
Media; Dean Kamen, Inventor of the Segway; Joel Martin, Eminem's Producer and 

Founder of 8 Mile Style Music; Robert Wolfe, Co-Founder of Moosejaw; and Jay Adelson, 
former CEO of Digg.  

2. Core Course in Entrepreneurship (3-4 credits; graded)  

Core courses in entrepreneurship offer a broad introduction to entrepreneurship, and 
show students how innovative ideas are turned into viable businesses. Core classes are 

often project-based, and designed to guide students through the entrepreneurial 
process.  At least 80% of the curriculum needs to focus on entrepreneurship for it to be 
considered a core course in the framework of this program.  

                                                      
2
 This document reflects the current structure of the program.  However, starting fall 2011, all courses must be taken for 

a grade to count for the Program in Entrepreneurship. Thus, the required course will change from ENGR 407 
Distinguished Innovator Speaker Series to ENGR 417 Discussion Group for Distinguished Innovator Speaker Series. 
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Two examples of courses that could be used to fulfill this requirement are: 

 ENGR 390.002 – Intro to Social Entrepreneurship (3 credits) 

Instructors: Moses Lee and Nick Tobier. Prerequisite: None. Students will be 
provided with a broad conceptual framework to social entrepreneurship.  Students 
will explore the skill sets necessary to respond to complex social needs in order to 

effect change in creative and sustainable ways.   
 

 ENGR 390.003 – Business Basics for Entrepreneurs (3 credits) 

Instructor: Peter Adriaens Prerequisite: None. 
This course gives students the skills to understand how an entrepreneurial 

organization creates, delivers and captures value.  

3. Elective Course in Entrepreneurship (1-4 credits; graded)  

Elective courses focus on entrepreneurship, or relevant, auxiliary topics, such as 
entrepreneurial ownership, intellectual property, business skills, marketing, and general 

industry trends. Although the central theme of these courses is entrepreneurship, 
broader latitude is given to subject matter.   

Two examples of classes that could be used to fulfill this requirement are: 

 ECON 412.002 – The Economics of Entrepreneurship 

 Instructor: Daniel Ackerberg. Prerequisite: ECON 402 or Graduate standing 
This course will apply insights from economic theory to the practice of starting a 

new business or expanding a current business.  
 
 

 PSYCH 487.001 – Entrepreneurship: Its Social and Psychological Basis 

 Instructor: Oscar Ybarra. Prerequisite: PSYCH 111, 112, 114 or 115 

Entrepreneurship, to many people, is difficult to define and can represent a 
mysterious outcome by which new businesses are started. Entrepreneurship, 
though, not only involves the creation of new firms, but it can also occur within 

existing organizations-whether in the pursuit of profit or other social goals. In this 
course a major focus will thus be on the concept and study of opportunities, which 

we will pursue by considering the social context in which they are embedded and 
the psychological and behavioral processes that influence their creation, 
recognition, evaluation, and exploitation.  

4. Entrepreneurship Practicum (3 credits; graded)  

The practicum is a self-directed project-based course, designed to give students 
firsthand experience in entrepreneurship.  Students have two options: they may work 
on their own business idea or they may intern with a startup ventures in Southeast 
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Michigan for academic credit. Through this course, students will learn how to assess the 
viability of a business concept, along with the steps involved in starting a company.   

All students enrolled in the practicum meet weekly to share lessons learned from their 

experiences, receive feedback and guidance on their projects, and hear from guest 
speakers. At the end of the semester, students hand in a final report and give a 

presentation to a panel on what they did and what they learned during the semester.   

Students are not expected to launch a business following the course. In fact, there is no 
penalty for discovering that an initial idea is not workable.  Rather, the goal of the 

practicum is to transfer entrepreneurship knowledge and skills to students through 
practical exercises.  The ability to adapt or pivot is one such fundamental skill.    

The expected workload of the practicum is estimated to be 9-12 hours per week for a 
14-week period. Enrollment in the practicum is by application only.  

There are currently two different practicum courses: 

 ENGR 490.094 Entrepreneurship Practicum 

 ENGR 490.009 Social Venture Creation Practicum 

The Entrepreneurship Practicum accepts projects from a wide range of industries, while 
the Social Venture Creation Practicum is dedicated exclusively for students that wish to 
launch a socially-oriented enterprise.  The internship option is only available for the 

Entrepreneurship Practicum. 

Accessibility, Support, and Advising 
Because the PIE uses established courses and current faculty advisors, no special 

resource issues exist.  Also, because the coursework is not concentrated in a single 
course, we do not anticipate any capacity issues. 
 

Advising for interested or declared students will be handled through the Center for 
Entrepreneurship Academic Programs Office.  The CFE Academic Programs team – 

including the Assistant Director, Programs Manager, and Programs Assistant – will 
assist students with course selection, academic planning, and program registration; and 
will maintain relevant academic records for the program. 

 
Conclusion 

The Program in Entrepreneurship is a unique and valuable educational opportunity for 
LSA students.  We hope that you will approve it for the earliest possible effective date, 
so that LSA students can take full advantage of this Program, and have their 

participation officially recognized.    
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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  LSA Curriculum Committee 
FROM: Johanna Eriksson, Concentration Advisor for Swedish 
  Karl-Georg Federhofer, Concentration Advisor for German 
DATE: 12/3/2010 
RE:  Petition for Dual Minor within the German Department 
 
Lindsay Preseau (ID: 16705545) is a graduating LSA senior (April 2011) in Linguistics. 

Lindsay is both a Scandinavian and a German minor. 

 

According to LSA policies, “an academic minor in the Department of Germanic 

Languages is not open to students with a concentration or another academic minor in 

the Department of Germanic Languages and Literatures.” 

 

We petition to waive the above regulation on behalf of Lindsay as none of her courses 

overlaps between the two minors.   

 

Upon graduation, Lindsay will pursue a graduate program in Scandinavian and 

German Linguistics, either at Berkeley or in Sweden; and it would be beneficial if her 

transcript were to reflect the entire scope of her completed academic work.  

 

Below, you will find the coursework that Lindsay uses towards the minors: 

 

Scandinavian:     German 
Scand 325 (4 credits; Fall 2008)   German 325 (3 credits; Fall 2007) 
Scand 325 (4 credits; Winter 2009)   German 326 (3 credits: Winter 2008) 
Scand 442 (3 credits; Winter 2009)   German 426 (3 credits; Winter 2008) 
Stdabrd 462: Viking Age (4 credits; Winter 2010)  German 375 (3 credits; Fall 2008)  

English 501 (3 credits; Fall 2010)  
       German 385 (3 credits; Winter 2011) 
Total: 15 credits     Total: 18 credits 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact us (johannae@umich.edu; kallimz@umich.edu) if we 

can be of assistance in your deliberations. 
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LS&A Course Approval Request Form - Course 
Modification

Unit Approval

Name: Date:

LSACC:   
P.Rinker 01/25/2011 

LSAXC:   
P.Deloria 01/25/2011 

Non-LSA Unit:   
  

Department Chair Approval

Name: Date:

  
Tailen Hsing 01/19/2011 

Effective Term: Fall 2011 or 2012 Duration: Indefinitely

Home Dept: LSA Statistics Course ID: 001957 

Home Course: STATS 250   

Course Title: Introduction to Statistics and Data Analysis   

Credit Hours UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0 Course Level: UGRD 

  

MODIFICATIONS

 CURRENT REQUESTED

Meets Distr Req NS MSA 

Distr Support Stmnt: Statistics has requested that the distribution change be delayed until Fall 2012 to 
allow more time for an orderly transition for students and the department. MSA 
courses focus primarily on the mathematical and statistical tools used to support the study 
of the natural and social sciences. Rather than mathematical manipulation or computation, 
these courses focus on the methodology used to analyze quantitative information to make 
decisions, judgments and predictions. This involves defining a problem by means of 
numerical or geometrical representations of real-world phenomena, determining how to 
solve it, deducing consequences, formulating alternatives, and predicting outcomes.

Supporting 
Statement

While we agree STATS 250 also satisfies the description of MSA, it is not clear why it is 
more MSA than NS. A key issue in this determination seems to be what qualifies as natural 
phenomena. Statistics plays an increasingly important role in science. Ultimately this is 
because randomness is a fundamental phenomenon that must be dealt with carefully in 
scientific investigations. There’s no dispute that biological processes, chemical reactions 
and formations of galaxies are natural phenomena. However, one can easily make a case 
to also view randomness as a kind of natural phenomenon --- even if one believes the 
world is completely deterministic, randomness can still arise from incomplete observations. 
Some STATS courses, including STATS 250 and now 280, engage in observing randomness, 
experimenting with randomness, modeling randomness, forming testable hypotheses about 
randomness and testing those hypotheses. As such, it is plausible they also satisfy NS. We 
appreciate the careful work of the curriculum committee. Having made our argument, if the 
committee still feels strongly about the distribution change, we will go along. 
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LS&A Course Approval Request Form - New Course

Unit Approval

Name: Date:

LSACC:   
  

LSAXC:   
  

Non-LSA Unit:   
  

Department Chair Approval

Name: Date:

  
Matt Biro 12/16/2010 

  
Tom Fricke 12/16/2010 

Effective Term: Fall 2011 Duration: Indefinitely

Home Dept: HISTART Course ID:  

Home Course: HISTART 354   

Cross-Listings: ANTHRCUL 354   

Course Title: Art, Science, and Technology   

Transcript Title: Art, Science & Tech Time Schedule Title: Art, Science & Tech

Short Course Descr: This multi-media, interdisciplinary seminar is devoted to exploring the global history and 
present-day expressions of the relationship between art, science, and technology, and how 
they are integrated. To this end we will cultivate both a new visual literacy and a new 
literacy in science and technology. 

Extended Crs Descr: The Arts and Sciences, the “twin engines of creativity,” more often than not, are thought of 
as completely different processes and products. This is wrong. Our multi-media, 
interdisciplinary seminar is devoted to exploring the global history and present-day 
expressions of the relationship between art, science and technology, and to showing how 
they are integrated. To this end we will cultivate both a new visual literacy and a new 
literacy in science and technology. Among our subjects are: the invention of visualizing 
technologies such as the microscope and PET scan and the types of images and meanings 
they have generated; cognitive maps and cartographic art; bio-art and genetically-
engineered life forms; Darwinism and visual culture; Japanese anime; robots and cyborgs; 
and posthumanism.

Credit Hours UG Full 4.0 Course Level: Undergraduate Only 

Components-Hours: LEC-3 hpw, DIS-1 hpw Graded Component: LEC

Credit Type: Regular Grading Scheme: A-E

  Y Grade (Cont.): No

Repeat for Credit? No Max Times Crs Can Be Elected:

Max Total Credits:

Elect More Than Once in Same Term?:

Course 
Requirements:

12-15 page research paper. First a short abstract (250-300 words) of theme/topic and 
three bibliographic resources, followed by a first draft. Student groups in discussion 
sections will read portions of and critique each others' drafts. I will highlight some 
exemplary ones and post on C-tools with a brief discussion in the lecture. In addition there 
will be several quizzes and two essay-style exams. Grades are based on attendance, class 
participation, and exam results. Lectures also stress the "how" to read a book/article. Texts 
are not just to be mined for "factoids" but approached as sources of good writing: 
constructing an opening argument, marshaling and presenting evidence, using images and 
figures, graphs and maps effectively, narrative coherence and liveliness, etc.
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Intended Audience: Students in history of art, anthro (and medical anthro), life sciences, art & design, 
philosophy, etc.

Class Format: Lecture 3 hrs weekly plus 1 hr discussion section led by GSIs (no new funding needed).

Assessment: CRLT evaluations and a midterm evaluation given by GSIs.

Expected Class Size: 100

Instructor Name: Jennifer Robertson Official Title: Professor

Meets Distr Req: ID

Distr Support Stmnt: "Truly" interdisciplinary under expanded definition for ID: Interdisciplinary courses 
combine in roughly equal measure the approaches within two or three of the primary 
distributions (HU, NS, and SS) in order to examine the differences and similarities between 
disciplines and explore alternative ways of discovering and organizing knowledge. 
Interdisciplinary work is primarily concerned with crossings and connections between areas 
of knowledge, inquiry, and method.

Supporting 
Statement

This multimedia course effectively expands the repertory of History of Art courses and 
pursues a rigorous interdisciplinary, synergistic approach to the exploration of creativity, 
knowledge-making, theory-building, and socially engaged interventions. Lectures, 
discussion, readings and films work symbiotically to broaden the dialogue between the arts 
and sciences, generate ideas that will stimulate students’ intellectual curiosity, and to raise 
awareness of the contributions that artists and scientists have and can make to local and 
global challenges. There is no other course like it in History of Art (or in Anthropology, 
where it will be cross-listed).

18



LS&A Course Approval Request Form - New Course

Unit Approval

Name: Date:

LSACC:   
  

LSAXC:   
  

Non-LSA Unit:   
  

Department Chair Approval

Name: Date:

  
Phil Deloria 01/13/2011 

Effective Term: Fall 2011 Duration: Indefinitely

Home Dept: University Courses Course ID:  

Home Course: UC 256   

Course Title: Twenty Two Ways   

Transcript Title: Twenty Two Ways Time Schedule Title: Twenty Two Ways

Short Course Descr: This topics course, designed for sophomore exploration, provides a multi-disciplinary 
investigation of natural science, social science, and humanities approaches to issues 
surrounding food. Featuring single lectures from the College’s best teachers, the course 
offers students perspectives on health, environment, social relations, economics, politics, 
and culture. See Course Guide for term offerings. 

Extended Crs Descr: This course, designed for sophomore exploration, provides a multi-disciplinary investigation 
of natural science, social science, and humanities approaches to issues surrounding food. 
Featuring single lectures from the College’s best teachers, the course offers students 
perspectives on health, environment, social relations, economics, politics, and culture. 

Sample proposal: Twenty Two Ways to Think About Food: A Course for Sophomores. The 
food we eat—but rarely produce—makes up our bodies, defines our environments, shapes 
global and local economies, constrains our politics, reveals our social relations, and creates 
rich layers of cultural meaning. It offers an excellent occasion for us to explore the different 
ways we make and categorize knowledge within the university and, in particular, the liberal 
arts. In this course, we will use food to explore seventeen disciplinary and five 
interdisciplinary approaches to knowledge, ranging from biology, physics, and chemistry 
(among other natural sciences), to political science, psychology and sociology (among 
other social sciences) to philosophy, English, and visual culture studies (among other 
humanities) to Women’s Studies, and International Studies (among other interdisciplinary 
programs). Students will acquire both a sophisticated multidisciplinary knowledge of the 
larger issues surrounding food and human life and a more particular understanding of their 
own place and options with the liberal arts. See attached syllabus for details. 

Credit Hours UG Full 3.0 Course Level: Undergraduate Only 

Components-Hours: LEC-3 Graded Component: LEC

Credit Type: Regular Grading Scheme: A-E

  Y Grade (Cont.): No

Repeat for Credit? Yes Max Times Crs Can Be Elected: 2

Max Total Credits: n/a

Elect More Than Once in Same Term?: Yes

Course 
Requirements:

Varies by topic, instructor, and number of credits. For sample proposal: Three short 
writing assignments, each addressing a different element of the course. The first paper 
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addresses simple research objectives; the second, an experiential learning experience; the 
third engages a self-reflective, integrative learning objective. The final project requires 
collaborative group work: the definition of a problem, multi-disciplinary research, and 
collective decisions about format and presentation. It is accompanied by public 
presentation and self-reflection components. Participation during in-class discussions, L-
tools, and Q/A with visiting speakers will offer additional evaluative opportunities and will 
influence final grades. 

Intended Audience: First-semester sophomores who are uncertain about concentrations, rethinking initial plans 
to major in pre-med or to apply successfully to the Business School, or otherwise interested 
in exploring the disciplines and understanding the College of LSA. 

Class Format: Two 1.5 lectures per week. Grader plus peer facilitation. 

Assessment: Since one major goal of the course is to serve as a venue for self-reflection on student 
learning and meta-cognition concerning the place of the disciplines, the third paper 
assignment offers an explicit opportunity for evaluating the success of the course’s goals. 
In addition, the course will feature a mid-term CRLT assessment and an assessment 
questionnaire at the conclusion of the course.

Expected Class Size: 75

Meets Distr Req: ID

Distr Support Stmnt: "Truly" interdisciplinary under expanded definition for ID: Interdisciplinary courses 
combine in roughly equal measure the approaches within two or three of the primary 
distributions (HU, NS, and SS) in order to examine the differences and similarities between 
disciplines and explore alternative ways of discovering and organizing knowledge. 
Interdisciplinary work is primarily concerned with crossings and connections between areas 
of knowledge, inquiry, and method.

Supporting 
Statement

The course is one of a number of pilot curricular offerings being proposed for FY 2011/2012 
as part of a Sophomore Year Initiative. The sophomore year has long been considered a 
difficult moment for students navigating the four-year university or college. The excitement 
of the first year has worn thin, and students encounter what has variously been called “the 
sophomore slump,” “the sophomore black hole,” “the sophomore malaise” or any number 
of other gloomy descriptors. These problems are not unique to the University of Michigan; 
indeed, they are part of an ongoing national discussion. A 2003 study of 440 four-year 
institutions showed that while 80.6% of first-year students returned to enroll as 
sophomores, only 70.7% of those students remained enrolled as juniors one year later. 
Among all students who drop out of college, according to the Department of Education, 
about two-thirds as many do so in their second year as in the first year. In the University of 
Michigan’s reaccreditation self-studies in both 2000 and 2010, the sophomore year has 
been identified as a point of opportunity for the College and the University as a whole. The 
goals of the initiative are multiple: to find ways for students to explore academic paths with 
intentionality and agency; to engage them with the intellectual riches of the University; to 
help them understand, value, and articulate the importance of the liberal arts; to retain at-
risk and underperforming students and offer additional mechanisms for their success; to 
(re)invigorate faculty interest in undergraduate teaching and to create new faculty 
partnerships; to build and consolidate program synergies within Undergraduate Education 
and across the range of LSA departments and programs. The challenge, as we have 
identified it, is to build a set of experiences that will offer sophomores who may be 
struggling: the opportunity to consolidate their coursework and self knowledge in a way 
that offers them a pathway into future interests and a concentration; new, focused, high-
impact experiences that will energize their learning and help them develop pathways into 
future interests and a concentration; and an understanding of the sophomore year as a 
time of exciting intellectual work; an embrace of the year as an opportunity rather than a 
time of anxiety—something that is not a pinch-point at which their educational careers 
stall, but rather a hinge-point around which those careers blossom 

There are a number of pieces involved in the initiative. One of the most important is 
curriculum. Our aim is to innovate, pilot, adapt and institutionalize sophomore curricula 
aimed at assisting students map their place in the disciplines, view concentrations as points 
of aspirational focus, and gain understanding of tacit knowledges and strengths. Whenever 
possible, such courses should meet College distribution requirements. In many ways, 
several of these courses are aimed precisely at making good sense of a liberal arts 
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distribution; our distribution requirements, in an ideal world, would be viewed not as 
hurdles but as opportunities to develop a rich, informed, open mind. We are proposing to 
pilot five new categories of sophomore course, with the understanding that subsequent 
years may see additional course offerings in these categories.  

The present proposal represents one of those categories. “Twenty Two Ways” courses will 
be radically multidisciplinary, designed to expose sophomore students to the questions and 
methods of a wide range of disciplines over the course of a single semester, through the 
vehicle of a single course. They address another long-term goal articulated by the Provost, 
that of new models (often problem-centered) for multi- and inter-disciplinary teaching. At 
the same time, they will also seek to bring students through an integrative learning 
experience that helps them map the College and find their place within the world of the 
liberal arts. 
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Art, Science & Technology 
Professor Jennifer Robertson 

Fall 2011 

The Arts and Sciences, the “twin engines of creativity,” more often than not, are thought of as 
completely different processes and products. This is wrong. Our multi-media seminar is devoted to 
exploring the global history and present-day expressions of the relationship between art, science and 
technology, and to showing how they are integrated. To this end we will cultivate both a new visual 
literacy and a new literacy in science and technology. Among our subjects are:  the invention of 
visualizing technologies such as the microscope and PET scan and the types of images and meanings 
they have generated; cognitive maps and cartographic art; bio-art  and genetically-engineered life 
forms; Darwinism and visual culture; Japanese anime; robots and cyborgs; and posthumanism. 

Course Requirements 

Research paper: chose a theme/topic in the readings that you are especially interested in exploring 
further. (Be sure to read the complete syllabus and skim over the readings for the semester in making 
your choice.)  An abstract (250-300 words) of your choice of theme/topic, including a tentative title and 
three bibliographic resources, is due in class on 8 February. The research paper, due in class on 19 April, 
should be 2,800 words (about 8 pages, 350 words/page, not including captions, endnotes, or references 
cited). An abstract is a self-contained, short, and powerful statement that describes a larger work. 
Components vary according to discipline; an abstract of a social science or scientific work may contain 
the scope, purpose, results, and contents of the work. An abstract of a humanities work may contain the 
thesis, background, and conclusion of the larger work. An abstract is not a review, nor does it evaluate 
the work being abstracted. While it contains key words found in the larger work, the abstract is an 
original document rather than an excerpted passage. (See the complete document on abstracts in C-
tools.) 

Assignment for each class:  Prepare a discussion question on the readings (it must be typed and turned 
in during class). Note on how to write a discussion question: A good discussion question has the 
following characteristics: it must be relevant, that is, it must generate ideas from and about the 
literature and material in question. A relevant discussion question directs the respondent back into the 
literature and material, and not away from them.  A well-crafted discussion question also provides a 
framework or context that establishes the general parameters of and for discussion.  Finally, a good 
question is one that you yourself are capable of answering in part and/or leading a discussion about. 
That is because a really good question requires one to engage with the literature and material in a way 
that promotes understanding and generates ideas.  

In addition to completing the readings and assignments for each class and section meeting, students 
will complete several quizzes and two essay-style exams. Attendance is mandatory; roll will be taken in 
lecture and section, and all absences must be approved.  Course grades are based on attendance, class 
participation, and exam results. Note that I do not use percentages for each of the above variables in 
averaging your final grade as this not only is logistically impractical but may also be (wrongly) 
perceived as a way to “game the system.” I am looking for intellectual engagement and improvement 
over the course of the semester.  Your peers will set the “curve” based on their scholarly performance. 
Refer to C-tools for the syllabus, class schedule, assignments, readings and exam dates.  Make full use 
of all the resources on C-tools; I have assembled them for your benefit!  

 

22



3 required texts (available at local bookstores and on reserve in the undergraduate library:   

• Arthur Miller, Einstein, Picasso: Space, Time, and the Beauty That Causes Havoc (2002);  
• Karel Čapek, R.U.R. (Rossum’s Universal Robots) (1921);  
• Susan Napier, Anime from Akira to Princess Mononoke: Experiencing Contemporary Japanese 

Animation (2000).  

All other required readings are available on C-tools. 

Seminar Objectives 

• To provide a recognition of the diversity of the visual experience in the arts and sciences. 
• To gain an understanding of the power of images, signs and symbols.  
• To develop an understanding of current and historical  applications of the visual experience in 

science and cultural settings. 
• To develop an understanding of the varied ways in which visual sense is employed in the 

process of constructing knowledge and interpreting experiences.  

Weekly Schedule 

Jan 06:  Introduction and Concepts 

Jan 11:  Creativity in Art and Science 

Readings: C-Tools: Bohm (“On creativity” and “On the relationships of science and art” from 
On creativity, 1996) 

Film:  Excerpts from “Le Mystere Picasso” (2003 [1956], 35183-D, 77 mins) 

Jan 13:  Creativity in Art and Science 

 Readings:  Miller, Einstein, Picasso (pp. 1-83 and notes) 

Jan 18:  Creativity in Art and Science 

Readings: Miller, Einstein, Picasso (pp. 85-213 and notes) 

Jan 20:  Creativity in Art and Science 

Readings: Miller, Einstein, Picasso (pp. 215-267 and notes) 

Jan 25:  Charles Darwin, Natural Science, and Visual Arts 

Readings: C-tools: Darwin (“General principles of expression” [chps. 1-3] from The expression of 
the emotions in man and animals, 1872; commentaries by Paul Ekman, 1998 edition) 
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Jan 27:  Charles Darwin, Natural Science, and Visual Arts 

Readings: C-tools: Donald (“’A mind and conscience akin to our own’: Darwin’s theory of 
expression and the depiction of animals in nineteenth-century Britain” from Endless forms:  
Charles Darwin, natural science and the visual arts, 2009) 

Feb 01:  Charles Darwin, Natural Science, and Visual Arts 

Readings: C-tools: Prodger (“Darwin’s art collection,” “Illustration and illusion,” and “Art, 
experience, and observation,” from Darwin’s camera: Art and photography in the theory of evolution, 
2009) 

Feb 03:  Photography and Anthropology 

Films:  “Eyes of empire. Images : 150 years of photography” (1991, VIDEO 24493-H, 26 mins); 
“African artistry: technique and aesthetics in the work of the Yoruba master sculptor Ebo 
Shegbe” (1993, 49590-D, 13 mins) 

Feb 08:  Photography and Anthropology 

Readings: C-tools: Banta and Hinsley (“Photography in the Service of Anthropology,” from Site 
to Sight: Anthropology, Photography, and the Power of Imagery, 1986) 

Feb 10:  Photography and Anthropology 

Readings: C-tools: Banta and Hinsley (“Social and cultural anthropology: Responses and 
responsibility in the photographic encounter,” from From Site to sight: Anthropology, photography, 
and the power of imagery,1986) 

Film: “Trance and dance in Bali” (photography by Gregory Bateson and Jane Belo ; written and 
narrated by Margaret Mead, 1937-39) (831-H, 22 mins) 

Feb 12:  Photography and Anthropology 

Readings: Mead (“Visual anthropology in a discipline of words,” from Principles of visual 
anthropology, 1975) 

 Film: “Margaret Mead: taking note” (1981, 608-H, 60 mins) 

Feb 15:  Visualizing Technologies 

Readings: C-tools: Heesen (“News, paper, scissors: Clippings in the sciences and arts  around 
1920,” from Things that talk: Object lessons from the arts and sciences, 2004) 

Note: The study guide for the first exam will be posted on c-tools. 

Feb 17:  Visualizing Technologies  

Readings:  C-tools: Dumit (“Objective Brains, Prejudicial Images,” Science in Context, 1999) 
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Note: You must provide me with a blue book by 23 Feb (Wed) at the latest. You can give it to 
me or the GSI in class, or put it in my mailboxes (101 West Hall or 107C Tappan Hall).  I will 
return them at the exam on 24 February. 

Feb 22:  Visualizing Technologies 

Readings: C-tools: Jacobs (“Introduction,” and “Artography,” from Strange maps: An atlas of 
cartographic curiosities, 2009). 

 Films: “Mapping of history, the history of mapping” (1980, H9485 DVD, 30 mins); “Many ways 
to see the world” (2006, VIDEO-D 47617-D, 30 mins) 

Feb 24:  First Exam 

Feb 26 (noon)—Mar 7 (8:00 a.m.) Mid-Winter Recess 

Mar 08:  Anime  

 Readings: Napier (pp. 3-38 and notes)  

 Film:  “The birth of Astro Boy (Atomu)” (1963, 10 mins) 

Mar 10:  Anime 

Readings: Napier (pp. 39-102 and notes)  

 Film:  Excerpts from “Akira” (1988) and “Ranma ½” (1989) 

Mar 15:  Anime  

Readings: Napier (pp. 103-156 and notes)  

Film: Excerpts from “Ghost in the shell” (1995)  

Mar 17:  Anime 

Readings: Napier (pp. 157-256  and notes)  

 Film:  Excerpts from “Barefoot Gen” (1983) 

Mar 22:  Robots and Cyborgs 

 Readings:  Čapek (pp. vii-24) 

Mar 24:  Robots and Cyborgs 

 Readings:  Čapek (pp.25-84) 
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 Mar 29:  Robots and Cyborgs 

Readings:  C-tools: Robertson (“Robo sapiens japanicus:  Humanoid robots and the posthuman 
family,” Critical Asian Studies, 2007)   

Mar 31:  Genetics and Bioart  

Readings:  C-tools: Kac (“Transgenic art” and “GFP bunny,” from Telepresence and bioart: 
Networking humans, rabbits and robots, 2005) 

 Apr 05:  Genetics and Bioart 

Readings:  C-tools: Kac (“Genesis,” and ”The eighth day,” from Telepresence and bioart: 
Networking humans, rabbits and robots, 2005) 

Apr 07:  Genetics and Bioart 

Readings: C-tools: de Menezes  (“Art: in vivo and in vitro,” from Signs of life: bioart and beyond, 
2007); Catts and Zurr (“Semi-living art,” ibid); Davis (“Cases for genetic art,” ibid); Michaud 
(“Art and biotechnology,” ibid) 

Apr 12:  Posthumanism 

Readings: C-tools: Gray (“Slouching toward the posthuman—does participatory evolution 
require participatory government,””The cyborg body politic,” and  “Citizenship in the age of 
electronic reproduction,” from Cyborg Citizen, 2002) 

Apr 14:  Posthumanism 

Readings: C-tools: Gray (“The hopeful monsters of genetic engineering,” Cyborg families,” 
Sciences of the third millennium,” and “Posthuman possibilities,” from Cyborg Citizen, 2002) 

Film:  “Frankenstein” (1910, 10 mins) 

Note: You must provide me with a blue book by 15 April (Friday) at the latest. You can give it 
to me or the GSI in class, or put it in the mailbox on my office door (107C Tappan Hall).  I will 
return them at the exam on 19 April. 

Apr 19:  Second Exam 
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UC 256 Sample Topic 

TWENTY TWO WAYS TO THINK ABOUT FOOD: A 

COURSE FOR SOPHOMORES 
 

 
 
FALL 2011    Instructor:  Phil Deloria 
 
Overview 
 
This course will offer a fast-paced tour through a few of the disciplines (and the interdisciplines) to be 
found in the College of Literature, Science, and the Arts.  It will be a great deal of fun… but its purposes 
are deeply serious.    

 Why twenty two ways? Each day in this course will provide you an experience of different ways 
in which knowledge is produced.  In this sense, the course is multidisciplinary, for it offers a 
survey of the distinct ways that we as human beings have come to ask questions, to pursue 
answers, and to organize our thinking.  By encountering this rich diversity of human thought, 
directed at a single topic, you will (we hope!) develop a deeper understanding of your own ways 
of thinking. 

 Why food?  Can’t live without it!  Food offers an excellent organizing principle for a course 
such as this:  it literally makes our bodies, it defines our environments, it shapes our economies, 
it lubricates our social interactions, it is the occasion for our cultures… and more.  The 
production and consumption of food has always been a central human issue, and it makes a 
perfect problem for the kind of multi-sided contemplation we’ll take up in this class.     

 Why sophomores?  As first-year students, you may have been given the good advice to 
“explore.”  But by the end of the sophomore year, you need to choose a concentration and 
your time for exploration may be feeling a bit… um…cramped.  This course offers a chance for 
a compressed exploration of a number of disciplines in the Natural Sciences, Social Sciences, 
and the Humanities, as well as a chance to see a few truly interdisciplinary programs in action.   

 
The Necessary Stuff 
 
Readings:  This course has no books, but it does have a weekly reading load of between 50 and 60 
pages, mostly in the form of articles and chapters, blogs, and websites, available on (or linked to) the 
course CTools site. 
 

27



UC 256 Sample Topic 

Grading and Course Requirements: You must complete all written and project work to obtain a grade 
in this course.  Grades will be calculated as follows: 
 

 Writing Assignment 1:  Food Trace Wiki (10%)  
 Writing Assignment 2:  Food Stamps Days reflection (20%)    
 Writing Assignment 3:  Integrative Learning reflection (15%) 
 Final Project:  Team Food project (40%) 
 Team project self-assessment (5%) 
 Final Presentation (10%)  

 
First Assignment:  A short (1-2 page) entry, uploaded to a course Wiki, that traces the (possible) 
movements of a single piece of food from its origins to its moment of human (or animal) 
consumption.     
 
Second Assignment:  The first part of this assignment involves living for two or more days on the 
baseline per-day allocation for a person relying upon foot stamps.  The second part involves a short 
(3-4 pages) meditation paper that examines the experience.  What strategies did you develop?  What 
kinds of food were you able, or not able to eat?  How might the experience inform your ongoing 
relationship to food?   
 
Third Assignment:  One of the goals of this course is to provide an opportunity for students to reflect 
upon their own practice of learning, the tacit knowledge and skills that they already possess, and the 
kind of story they plan to narrate about their education at the University of Michigan.  The third 
assignment has a very specific set of prompts that require more sustained thought than writing effort 
(3-4 pages).  
 
Final Projects:  Team Projects, format open, multidisciplinary.  Early in the semester, you will be 
placed on a team of peers with whom you will collectively frame a problem or question emerging 
from your engagements with food issues during the class.  Working collaboratively, develop a rich 
analysis using perspectives from disciplines in the natural sciences, social sciences, and humanities, 
and devise a format and presentation on your findings.  Formats can include media presentations, a 
wide range of web presentation possibilities, multidisciplinary grant proposals for future work, or 
dramatic or artistic presentations, among others.   Complete a teamwork self-assessment. 
 
Final Presentation:  A short presentation of your work to the class. 
 
Course Outline: 
 
Sept 7:   Course Introduction: Why think about food?  And how? 
 
Sept 12:  (1) Molecular, Cellular, Developmental Biology:   
Sept 14:  (2) Ecological and Evolutionary Biology:  
 
Sept 19: (3) Economics:  Professor James Adams: 
 

 Due: Writing Assignment One (Food Tracing) 
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Sept 21: (4/5) American Culture/Ethnic Studies:  Phil Deloria (and friends)    
Sept 26: (6) Physics:  Professor Tim McKay 
 
Sept 28: (7) Chemistry:  Professor James Penner-Hahn  
 
Oct  3: (8) Psychology: 
Oct  5: (9) Sociology: 
 

 Due:  Writing Assignment Two (Food Stamp reflection) 
 
Oct 10:  (10) Philosophy 
Oct 12:  (11) English/Comparative Literature:  Professor Scotti Parrish 
 
Oct 17:  Fall Break: No Class 
Oct 19:  (12) The Business of Food: Ari Weinzweig, Zingerman’s 
 
Oct 24:  (13) Linguistics: 
Oct 26:  (14): Public Health:   
 
Oct 31:  Midterm Assessment, Final Project Check-in and Assistance; Halloween Food 
Nov 2:  Mapping the Disciplines/Mapping Your Story:  Kerin Borland, Career Center and 
 Chris Bass, Michigan Research Community 
 
Nov  7: (15) Statistics 
Nov 9:  (16) Math:   
 

 Due: Writing Assignment 2: Integrative Learning Exercise 
 
Nov 14: (17) Political Science 
Nov 16: (18) Communications Studies:  Professor Susan Douglas 
 
Nov 21: (19) Screen Arts and Cultures:   
Nov 23:  Film: Food Inc. 
 
Nov 28:  (20) Women’s Studies:   
Nov 30: (21)  International Studies:  
 
Dec  5: (22) Complex Systems:  Professor Scott Page 
Dec 7:  Disciplines, Interdisciplines, Multidisciplines:  A Final Mapping 
 
Dec 12:   Final Project Presentations 
 
Final Exam Time:  Final Project Presentations  
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Some Additional Necessary Stuff 
 
Course Outcomes:  
 

 Students will develop a rich, problem-centered understanding of the complex dimensions 
involved in food, health, and resource issues at multiple scales (local, regional, national, 
global).  

 Students will develop a rich, problem-centered understanding of the complex dimensions 
involved in food, health, and resource issues from a wide range of disciplinary perspectives. 

 Students will develop an enriched understanding of the liberal arts, of the Humanities, Natural 
Sciences and Social Sciences, of the role of disciplines in the production of knowledge, and of 
the nature of multi- and inter-disciplinary inquiry 

 Students will develop skills in analysis, critical thinking, presentation, and team-based 
intellectual work 

 Students will explore tacit knowledges and integrative learning as a way of assimilating 
course knowledge to the intellectual pathway that will carry them through a concentration and 
into a career or graduate education. 

 
 
Statement on Disabilities:  The University will make reasonable accommodations for persons with 
documented physical (hearing, sight, mobility), psychiatric, or learning disabilities.  Students should 
notify the Disabilities Services Office of any special needs.  If you are eligible for and require 
academic adjustments or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor at least 
two weeks prior to your need for accommodation. 

Statement on Plagiarism:  “Plagiarism is representing someone else’s ideas, words, statements, or 
other work as one’s own without proper acknowledgment or citation. Examples of plagiarism 
include:  

 Copying word for word or lifting phrases or a special term from a source or reference, 
whether oral, printed, or on the internet, without proper attribution.  

 Paraphrasing, that is, using another person’s written words or ideas, albeit in one’s own 
words, as if they were one’s own thought.  

 Borrowing facts, statistics, graphs, or other illustrative material without proper reference, 
unless the information is common knowledge, in common public use.  

If you have questions about what constitutes plagiarism or other issues of academic misconduct, 
please see the College’s website:  www.lsa.umich.edu/academicintegrity/ or check in with any of 
your instructors.   
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Academic Integrity in the College of Literature, Science, and the Arts 

THE OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT DEAN FOR STUDENT ACADEMIC AFFAIRS 

Among the primary responsibilities of the Assistant Dean for Student Academic Affairs is leadership of the LSA 
Academic Judiciary Committee and oversight of the academic judiciary processes in the College. The Assistant 
Dean is responsible for ensuring that a fair and judicious process exists for adjudicating cases of academic 
misconduct when the LSA Community Standards of Academic Integrity may have been violated. The Office of the 
Assistant Dean works to promote and maintain a high degree of academic integrity in the College.  

LSA COMMUNITY STANDARDS OF ACADEMIC INTEGRITY  

The LSA undergraduate academic community, like all communities, functions best when its members treat one 
another with honesty, fairness, respect, and trust. The College holds all members of its community to high 
standards of scholarship and integrity. To accomplish its mission of providing an optimal educational environment 
and developing leaders of society, the College promotes the assumption of personal responsibility and integrity 
and prohibits all forms of academic dishonesty and misconduct. Academic dishonesty may be understood as any 
action or attempted action that may result in creating an unfair academic advantage for oneself or an unfair 
academic advantage or disadvantage for any other member or members of the academic community. Conduct, 
without regard to motive, that violates the academic integrity and ethical standards of the College community 
cannot be tolerated. The College seeks vigorously to achieve compliance with its community standards of 
academic integrity. Violations of the standards will not be tolerated and will result in serious consequences and 
disciplinary action. 

LSA ACADEMIC INTEGRITY QUIZ 

All new, incoming students to LSA are required to complete an on‐line academic integrity quiz.  Prior to the 
Summer Orientation Program, all new students receive from the Assistant Dean for Student Academic Affairs a 
request to complete this on‐line quiz.  Of the 3,600 new students in 2010, some 95 percent of them had 
completed the survey prior to the first day of classes in September.  This quiz represents the first step in 
communicating to our students the LSA Community Standards of Academic Integrity. 

LSA STUDENT HONOR COUNCIL 

“The LSA Student Honor Council promotes a culture of integrity on campus by encouraging the practice of 
academic honesty. We partner with students, faculty and administration to facilitate adherence to College of LSA 
academic integrity policies. The goal of honor council is to bring together the University of Michigan community 
by educating the College of LSA on the importance of honorable behavior in the conduct of scholarship. The honor 
council hosts multiple student and faculty centered events each term in order to promote a culture of integrity on 
campus. The honor council also evaluates college and departmental academic integrity policies and practices, with 
the goal of providing recommendations for their improvement. LSA Student Honor council representatives also sit 
in on academic misconduct hearings with the Dean of Student Academic Affairs to give the student perspective on 
the process. While its main focus is “academic” integrity, the honor council strives to instill principles of integrity 
beyond the classroom into all aspects of the LSA undergraduate experience.” (2011 Student Honor Council 
Member Application.) 
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Role of the Academic Judiciary Committee in LSA 

 Guide the College in matters of student academic dishonesty, including cheating, plagiarism and 
dishonesty.   

 Help communicate scholarly expectations to all members of the College. 
 Help promote attitudes and practices to fulfill these expectations. 
 Serve as an appeal board in order to preserve due process for the accused student of academic 
misconduct, particularly:  (1) when sanctions may involve suspension or expulsion; and (2) when students 
and/or faculty are dissatisfied with the decision of the Assistant Dean.  Note the committee has no 
authority to impose sanctions. 

 Assist in the development of educational efforts to help to inform students  
 Help communicate College values and the implications of academic misconduct. 

 
Academic Judiciary Committee Members 2010‐2011 

 
Faculty Members 
 
Netta Berlin, Lecturer IV 
Classical Studies 
 
Robin Burnham, Associate Professor 
Ecology & Evolutionary Biology 
 
Robin Coleman, Associate Professor 
Communication Studies & CAAS 
 
Ken K. Ito, Professor 
Asian Languages and Cultures 
 
Matthew Lassiter, Associate Professor 
History (and Arch. & Urban Planning) 
 
James T. Liu, Associate Professor  
Physics Department 
 
Silvia Pedraza, Professor 
Sociology and American Culture 
 
Ex Officios 
 
Esrold A. Nurse, Assistant Dean 
LSA Student Academic Affairs 
 
David R. Smith, Deputy Assistant Dean 
LSA Student Academic Affairs 

Student Members 
 
Erika Valdivieso, Senior 
Student Honor Council President 
 
Josephine Boakye, Senior 
Conc.: Psychology B.A. 
 
Zachary Ciullo, Senior 
Conc.: Honors, Psychology B.A. 
 
Mei Mei, Junior 
Conc.: Neuroscience B.S. 
 
Silvija Stoljevska, Senior 
Conc.: Political Science & Spanish B.A. 
 
Daniel Yoemans, Senior 
Conc.: Honors, Political Science B.A.  
 
Support Staff 
 
Debbie Walls, Executive Secretary 
LSA Student Academic Affairs 

 

Faculty members are appointed for two year terms, student members for one year terms by the Office of the 
Assistant Dean and approved by the LSA Executive Committee. 
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Chart 1: Academic Misconduct Reported, academic year 2009‐10 (n=171) 

plagiarism (80)

misrepresentation (8)

cheating on exam (22)

excessive collaboration (33)

 

Chart 2: Reports of Academic Misconduct, by Department, academic year 2009‐10 (n=171) 
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Chart 3: Outcome of Reported Cases of Academic Misconduct, academic year 2009‐10 (n=171) 

not responsible (26)

pending (2)

responsible (143)
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Chart 4: Academic Misconduct Reported, fall term 2010 (n=79) 

plagiarism (32)

misrepresentation (16)

cheating on exam (29)

excessive collaboration (2)

 

Chart 5: Reports of Academic Misconduct, by Department, fall term 2010 (n=79) 
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Chart 6: Outcome of Reported Cases of Academic Misconduct, fall term 2010 (n=79) 

not responsible (17)

pending (12)

responsible (50)
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