
 
 

 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 

TO: Members of the LSA Executive Committee 

FROM: Pam Rinker 

DATE: October 28, 2009 

SUBJECT: Summary of LSA Curriculum Committee Minutes 
October 13, 2009 

1. The committee discussed MCDB 398 and 498 deferred on September 22, 2009.  

2. The committee approved the Academic Minor in Community Action and Social 
Change offered by the School of Social Work as an option for LSA students.  

3. The committee approved SW 305 for LSA credit and SS distribution.  

4. The committee approved the Academic Minor in Community Action and Social 
Change (CASC) to be offered by the School of Social Work. 

5. The committee discussed the “Role of Writing in Course Proposals” drafted last year. 

6. The committee continued last week’s discussion of PUBPOL 481/PHYSICS 481. 



 

  

LSA CURRICULUM COMMITTEE 
Minutes of October 13, 2009 

Present: Robert Megginson (Chair), Ellie Dertz, Tim Dodd, Karl-Georg Federhofer, Lori Gould, 
Marjorie Horton, Jennifer Myers, John Mitani, Sally Oey, JoAnn Peraino, Jeremy Peterson, Pam Rinker, 
Lauren Ross, Catherine Sanok, Naomi Silver, Donna Wessel Walker, Bob Wallin, and Evans Young 

The meeting came to order at 3:10 pm. 

MCDB 398 AND 498 

On September 22 the committee approved MCDB 398 and 498 on the condition that these courses be 
taught as independent studies rather than seminars. As stated in the attached email from Ken Cadigan, 
Associate Chair and Associate Professor of MCDB, the department did not agree to this change and 
would rather withdraw the four-course proposal altogether. The committee quickly realized that the 
question of class type could not be considered apart from the larger resource issues. The committee saw 
this as an example of the college’s goals, i.e. providing undergraduates with a transformative experience 
doing lab research, bumping into its limited resources. 

Many faculty in the natural sciences have voiced complaints about how much time they spend supervising 
independent studies, especially when they receive no official credit for this effort. According to Associate 
Dean Bob Megginson, several years ago some Natural Science departments negotiated a regular teaching 
load of two courses for research-active faculty, based on the assumption, among other assumptions, that 
faculty would be supervising independent studies and student lab research. If MCDB’s proposal were 
approved, the precedent would invite other Natural Science departments to follow suit, which would 
have a huge impact on the LSA budget. The committee deferred MCDB’s proposal until Budget could 
address the question: Does the college wish to expend the additional resources it would entail? In part 
this proposal was intended to address Budget’s request that MCDB be able to count the number of 
students supervised by Medical School faculty separately from those supervised by MCDB faculty. If 
this proposal is not approved, an alternative solution would be needed.  

ACADEMIC MINOR IN COMMUNITY ACTION AND SOCIAL CHANGE (CASC) 

On October 6 the committee deferred approval of this new minor with the recommendation that Social 
Work renumber the core course requirement, SW 405, to the 300 level. Having received the attached 
revision reflecting this change, they approved SW 305 for LSA credit and SS distribution. They also 
approved the Academic Minor in Community Action and Social Change as an option for LSA 
students. 

ROLE OF WRITING IN COURSE PROPOSALS  

Over the years committee members have seen a steady decline in writing across all disciplines as budgetary 
restraints brought about an inevitable increase in the size of classes. In discussing the attached Role of 
Writing in Course Proposals drafted last year, they suggested focusing on the general importance of writing 
in a liberal arts education in the first paragraph and clarifying the guidelines for distribution courses in the 
next paragraph. Another paragraph should lay out the various forms of writing used in the Humanities, 
Social Sciences, and Natural Sciences. Rather than state specific guidelines for writing assignments, the 
committee thought it would be more helpful to point to examples of courses already approved. Naomi 
Silver, Associate Director of Sweetland Writing Center, was asked to incorporate these suggestions and 
submit a revised draft for further discussion. She also reported SWC’s increased collaboration with faculty 
who teach Upper-Level Writing Requirement courses.  
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PUBPOL 481/PHYSICS 481: NATIONAL SCIENCE POLICY IN THE 21ST CENTURY 

The committee continued last week’s discussion of PUBPOL 481/PHYSICS 481, co-taught by Homer 
Neal, Professor of Physics, and James Duderstadt, President Emeritus and Professor of Science and 
Engineering. They thought this as an excellent course in national science policy as well as a worthwhile 
investment in promoting future leadership. Suggestions to increase undergraduate involvement included 
the following: 

• Add several 300-level cross-listings from a broad array of LSA departments.  

• Rather than crosslist the course with PHYSICS 481, which can be daunting for non-physicists, 
offer it as a meet-together with PUBPOL 481. 

• Contact other natural science departments about their interest in creating parallel course numbers. 

• Advertise the course in the Michigan Daily to appeal directly to students.  

In the committee’s view, LSA’s primary goal would be attracting more upper-level science students, or at 
least those who have a science background. In that case, they did not recommend approving this course 
for distribution with the expected outcome of attracting more sophomores.  

COURSE APPROVAL REQUESTS (see Appendix) 

The committee approved a total of 4 courses, one modification and three new courses through which to 
offer a Study Abroad Program in Cuba.  

The meeting was adjourned at 5 pm. 

NEXT MEETING: DISCUSSION 
October 27, 3-5 pm 
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Rinker, Pamela

From: Ken Cadigan [cadigan@umich.edu]
Sent: Sunday, October 04, 2009 10:18 PM
To: Rinker, Pamela
Subject: Re: more information on the MCDB 398 and 498 course proposals

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Dear Pam and the Curriculum Committee, 

Let me start with a clarification for the record that it was never our intent to offer the existing courses (MCDB 
300 and 400) at the same time as the proposed courses, and I am sorry that this confusion arose.  Although 
when I met with the committee I noted that MCDB 398, 399, 498 and 499 are intended to replace MCDB 300 
and 400, I regret that this was not more clearly communicated in the written proposal.  

Our proposal to reorganize MCDB independent study courses from two courses (MCDB 300, 400) into four 
courses -- MCDB 398, 498 for co-sponsored research and MCDB 399, 499 for sponsored research -- had 
several objectives: 

1) To distinguish independent study that is sponsored by an MCDB faculty member and performed in their own 
laboratory from co-sponsored research, which a student arranges with a faculty sponsor outside MCDB 
(typically in the Medical School).  In the current curriculum, both sponsored and co-sponsored research are 
designated as MCDB 300, 400 and students enroll under the MCDB faculty sponsor/co-sponsor's IND section 
number. The MCDB faculty co-sponsor assigns a grade after consulting with the sponsor. 

2) To provide students doing co-sponsored research outside of MCDB with a consistent set of expectations and 
the opportunity to engage with the theory and practice of scientific research. This happens routinely for students 
sponsored in MCDB laboratories, but is not consistent and not easy to monitor with the current 'ad hoc' system 
we use for co-sponsorship. The seminar format of the proposed co-sponsored courses (MCDB 398, 498) taught 
by MCDB faculty was designed to address this shortcoming of the present format. 

3) To facilitate the placement of students in non-MCDB research laboratories by removing the necessity for 
students to identify on their own an MCDB faculty co-sponsor. Students often have to send multiple emails to 
identify a co-sponsor. Providing designated sections for co-sponsored research, which are pre-staffed by 
assigned MCDB faculty, will eliminate this often frustrating step for the students. This mechanism would also 
allow us to more efficiently determine which students wishing to do independent study are eligible (they must 
have a minimum of 8 credits in biology and a concentration GPA of at least 3.0). In the present format, 
monitoring eligibility is the responsibility of the co-sponsor, who does not typically have access to the student 
records. 

After discussing your response to our proposal, we have decided that we are not willing to change the listing of 
MCDB 398 and 498 to “independent study” from the “seminar” category. From the perspective of the MCDB 
faculty instructors, the redesigned co-sponsored research courses clearly operate in a seminar format. We feel it 
would be difficult if not impossible to staff a co-sponsorship course that constitutes a considerable increase in 
the amount of work for MCDB faculty – arranging class meetings of the group, performing individual 
mentoring, and evaluating up to 25 students – if this is designated under the IND classification, since this type 
of course is not considered by the College to contribute to the 2-course equivalent annual teaching load 
expected of MCDB faculty. Therefore, if the Curriculum Committee insists on this change, then we wish to 
retract our requests for all four courses (MCDB 398, 399, 498, 499). 
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I want to end by stating as clearly and emphatically as possible that withdrawing these proposals should not in 
anyway be interpreted as a lack of commitment on the part of MCDB faculty to continue to offer undergraduate 
students the opportunity to perform research in our labs or those in the Medical School.  We do this because we 
know from our own experiences the transformative effect that research experience can have on an 
undergraduate and we will continue our efforts in this regard. 

  

Regards, 

  

Ken 

 

 

On Sep 23, 2009, at 10:01 AM, Rinker, Pamela wrote: 
 
 
Hi Ken. Thank you for visiting the Curriculum Committee yesterday and giving such thoughtful answers. The 
committee commended MCDB’s considerable efforts to increase the opportunities for independent studies and 
invest time in faculty oversight. As you know, the college considers the involvement of undergraduates in hands-on 
lab research to be an especially valuable learning experience. 
                                                                                       
While the committee was generally supportive of the new course proposals, they had some technical concerns. One 
issue is the importance of describing courses accurately as either “independent study” or “seminar.” The committee 
views all 4 courses as essentially the same, i.e. independent research. Natural Science faculty said that students 
involved in lab research are routinely expected to attend a few class meetings with the instructor. A few meetings 
per term, however, do not a seminar make. Pending review by the Executive Committee, the committee approved 
MCDB 398 and 498 contingent upon changing them to independent studies rather than seminars. Please let me 
know if the department concurs. 
  
The committee also approved MCDB 399 and 499 with the strong recommendation that MCDB give more 
thought to the future of 300 and 400. One option would be simply to delete them. One student on the committee 
stated that he would be confused by seeing so many MCDB independent research courses without a clear indication 
of the differences, at least between 300/400 and 399/499. Also, the general practice for numbering courses is to 
create independent studies as x98 and x99. 
  
Best regards, 
Pam 
  
***************** 
Pam Rinker 
734.763.7139 
pjmoran@umich.edu 
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MCDB 398, 399, 498, 499: Re-organization of Undergraduate independent research courses 
 offered by the Department of Molecular, Cellular and Developmental Biology (MCDB) 

 
Goal: Reorganize the undergraduate research courses offered by MCDB to provide a more consistent and 
higher quality experience for our students 
 
Rationale: The number of undergraduate concentrators seeking independent research experiences in MCDB 
areas greatly exceeds the number of slots available in the labs of MCDB faculty members. Fortunately, 
there are a large number of researchers in the medical school running research programs that are also 
appropriate for our concentrators. Our experience over the last decade is that the quality of the training 
offered within MCDB labs is uniformly high, while the quality of training offered by our medical school 
colleagues ranges from outstanding to awful. The purpose of this initiative is to assure that students working 
in non-MCDB labs have an experience comparable to the quality available to those students working in the 
labs of MCDB faculty. To accomplish this goal, we will create separate course numbers and set up different 
supervisory mechanisms for students working with MCDB faculty (MCDB 399,499), or working in non-
MCDB labs and co-sponsored by MCDB faculty members (MCDB 398,498). 
 

Course # Course Name 
MCDB 398 Co-sponsored independent research in Molecular, Cellular and Developmental Biology  
MCDB 399 Independent research in Molecular, Cellular and Developmental Biology 
MCDB 498 Advanced co-sponsored independent research in Molecular, Cellular and Developmental 

Biology  
MCDB 499 Advanced independent research in Molecular, Cellular and Developmental Biology 

 
Features common to all four courses 
 

1) The section leader must be a research active member of the MCDB faculty. 

2) No later than the first week of the semester, the student will submit a 1-2 page description of the 
proposed research for evaluation by the section leader 

3) The student will carry out independent research on a topic judged relevant to their concentration 
by the section leader. Independent research is defined as an experience that allows the student to 
play a role in designing, carrying out, and interpreting experiments or theoretical studies. A 
proposed project that does not include all three elements will need approval from the Associate 
Chair for Curriculum of MCDB.  

4) The student may register for 2-4 credits, with the appropriate number determined by the section 
leader based on the time committed to the project. It is expected that a student registered for 3 
credits will commit approximately 9-15 hours per week to the class. This includes time spent on 
background reading, bench work, data analysis and attending lab meetings and relevant research 
seminars. 

5) No later than the last day of classes, the student will submit a written progress report of 
approximately 5 pages. The section leader may require a revised version before submitting a 
grade. 

6) Successful completion of any of these courses can be used towards completion of the lab 
requirement of the Biology, General Biology, Plant Biology or Neuroscience Concentrations.  
Successful completion of MCDB 498 or 499 can be used for the Cell and Molecular Biology or 
Microbiology Concentration.  Only one term of independent research can be used to satisfy the 
relevant lab requirement.   
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Features common to MCDB 399 and 499 

1) Training in the laboratory will be provided by an MCDB faculty member (the sponsor).  

2) Typical section size will be 1-3, with each MCDB faculty member having their own section 
number.  

3) Teaching these courses, which will entail mostly at the bench training, will be evaluated by the 
Department as part of the faculty member’s research effort.  

Features common to MCDB 398 and 498 

1) Training in the laboratory will be provided by the non-MCDB faculty member (the sponsor). The 
MCDB faculty member teaching the course is the co-sponsor. 

2) Typical section size will be 15-25.  

3) Teaching these courses, which will entail a significant amount of classroom instruction as well as 
require critiquing of a large number of research proposals and progress reports, will be evaluated 
by the Department as part of the faculty member’s teaching effort.  

Features in common to MCDB 398 and 399 

1) During the first full week of the semester, students will attend a discussion section focused on the 
responsible conduct of research led by the faculty members teaching MCDB 398 in that semester.  

2) The sponsor will identify all training courses required by OSHA and UCUCA and help the 
student to enroll in them 

3) During the 10th week of the semester the students will attend a discussion section at which the 
major topic is presentations of the research of more advanced undergraduates register in MCDB 
498 and 499.  

4) Because the students in these classes will have many different schedules, the week 1 and 10 
discussion sessions will be offered at several different times, to ensure that each student can select 
a session that fits with their schedule.  

5) Students are allowed to repeat these courses once for credit.  However, students who have 
completed two terms of in MCDB 398 cannot enroll in MCDB 399 for credit (and vice versa).  
Students who have previously completed one term of MCDB 300 can enroll for one term in 
MCDB 398 or 399 for credit.  Students who have previously completed two terms of MCDB 300 
cannot enroll in MCDB 398 or 399 for credit. 

Features in common to MCDB 498 and 499 

1) During the 10th week of the semester the students will attend a discussion section at which they 
will present the results of their research for the current and previous semester. The other students 
attending the session will be students enrolled in MCDB 398,399,498 and 499.  

2) Because the students in these classes will have many different schedules, the week 10 discussion 
sessions will be offered at approximately 12 different times, with the student selecting one that 
fits with their schedule.  

3) Students are allowed to enroll in these courses for a total of four terms for credit.  If a student has 
previously completed one or more terms of MCDB 400, these terms count toward the 4 term 
limit.  Students cannot enroll for more than 4 terms in any combination of MCDB 400, 498 or 
499. 
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Draft Syllabus for MCDB 398-399 
 
Student  
 
Week Topic 
Prior to 
start of 
semester 
and/or 
week 1 

Hold initial one on one meeting with course instructor.   

At this meeting the appropriate number of credits the student will register for will be 
discussed.  It is expected that for a student registered for 3 credits, the weekly time 
commitment will be at least 9-15 hours per week. This includes time spent on background 
reading, bench work, data analysis and attending lab meetings and relevant research 
seminars. If the student is registering for 399, the appropriateness of the sponsor and project 
will also be discussed. 

After the initial meeting, the student will submit description of proposed research (1-2 pages) 
and if registering for 398, written confirmation from the proposed sponsor to the co-sponsor 
that they are inviting you to join the lab to conduct research for credit.  

2 Respond to any concerns the course instructor had concerning the proposed research, and 
finalize the number of credits. 

Attend a small group discussion (1.5 hr) focused on expectations for the course and the 
proper conduct of life science research. 

To avoid conflicts with other classes, multiple small group meetings will be scheduled over 
the week, with the student selecting one that works with their schedule.  

2-13 Attend OSHA and/or UCUCA sponsored sessions required for the conduct of the specific 
type of research carried out in the lab. 

Conduct research in the lab of the sponsor.  

10 Attend discussion section (1.5 hr) at which students enrolled in MCDB 498 and 499 
present their research findings. 

To avoid conflicts with other classes, multiple small group meetings will be scheduled over 
the week, with the student selecting one that works with their schedule. 

14 Submit 5 page summary of research project and results 

 
Professor  
 
Week Topic 
Prior to 
start of 
semester 
and week 
1 

Meet one-on-one with students to  

1) Help identify a research sponsor if the student doesn’t already have a proposed one 

2) Verify that the non-MCDB sponsor and the research topic are appropriate for the 
student’s concentration.  

3) Read and evaluate the description of the proposed research (1-2 pages) submitted 
by each student. Notify him or her if there are any concerns that must be addressed 
before they can register, and the appropriate number of credits.  

2 Lead a series of small group discussions (1.5 hr) focused on expectations for the course 
and proper research conduct 

Because students will have many different schedules, it is expected that each section leader 
in MCDB 399 will teach several sessions during this week. With multiple times available, 
every student will be able to find at least one compatible with their schedule.  
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2-14 Be available to resolve any misunderstandings that may arise between students and their 
mentors 

10 Lead discussion sections at which students enrolled in MCDB 498 and 499 present their 
research findings to students enrolled in MCDB 398 and 399 

To avoid conflicts with other classes, multiple small group meetings will be scheduled over 
the week. It is expected that each section leader in MCDB 399 and 499 will teach 
approximately 3 sessions during this week. 

14 and 
reading 
period 

1) Evaluate  5 page summary of research project and results submitted by each student 

2) Discuss the appropriate grade with the research sponsor 

3) Submit grades 

 
Draft Syllabus for MCDB 498-499 

 
Student  
 
Week Topic 
Prior to 
start of 
semester 
& week 1 

Meet one on one with course instructor to verify that the non-MCDB sponsor and the 
research topic are appropriate for the student’s concentration.   

At this meeting the appropriate number of credits the student will register for will be 
discussed. It is expected that for a student registered for 3 credits, the weekly time 
commitment will be at least 9-15 hours per week. This includes time spent on background 
reading, bench work, data analysis and attending lab meetings and relevant research 
seminars. 

Submit description of proposed research (1-2 pages) and written confirmation from the 
proposed sponsor that they are inviting you to join the lab to conduct research for credit.  

2 Respond to any concerns the course instructor had concerning the proposed research, and 
finalize the number of credits. 

2-13 Conduct research in the lab of the sponsor.  

10 Attend discussion section (1.5 hr) at which students enrolled in MCDB 498 and 499 
present their research findings to students enrolled in MCDB 398 and 399.  

To avoid conflicts with other classes, multiple small group meetings will be scheduled over 
the week, with the student selecting one that works with their schedule. 

14 Submit 5 page summary of research project and results 

 
Professor  
 
Week Topic 
Prior to 
start of 
semester 
& week 1 

Meet one-on-one with students to  

1) Help identify a research sponsor if the student doesn’t already have a proposed one 

2) Verify that the non-MCDB sponsor and the research topic are appropriate for the 
student’s concentration.  

3) Read and evaluate the description of the proposed research (1-2 pages) submitted 
by each student. Notify him or her if there are any concerns that must be addressed 
before they can register, and the appropriate number of credits.  
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2-14 Be available to resolve any misunderstandings that may arise between students and their 
mentors 

10 Lead discussion sections at which students enrolled in MCDB 498 and 499 present their 
research findings to students enrolled in MCDB 398 and 399 

To avoid conflicts with other classes, multiple small group meetings will be scheduled over 
the week. It is expected that each section leader in MCDB 399 and 499 will teach 
approximately 3 sessions during this week. 

14 and 
reading 
period 

1) Evaluate  5 page summary of research project and results submitted by each student 

2) Discuss the appropriate grade with the research sponsor 

3) Submit grades 
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To:  LSA Curriculum Committee 

From: Mary Ruffolo, Ph.D., LMSW  
Associate Dean of Educational Programs, School of Social Work 

Date:   10/13/09 (revision of proposal submitted 8/13/09)

Re: Approval of the Community Action and Social Change Minor for LSA Students and 
LSA Credit and SS distribution for SW 305 as a Core Course Required for Minor 

Message: 

In compliance with the LSA Curriculum Committee procedures, the School of Social Work is seeking 
approval from this committee to offer the Community Action and Social Change Minor as an option for 
students seeking a degree in the College of LSA.  This minor development was initiated by the School of 
Social Work as a response to the MLTT initiatives and as part of the strategic planning work of the 
School of Social Work to engage more as a professional school with undergraduate education.  The 
College of LSA and many of the special programs within the college worked early on with the School of 
Social Work to secure funding from the MLTT Initiative for this minor development.  We were awarded 
the funding in Winter 09 and have been working as a multidisciplinary steering committee with several 
LSA participants and School of Social Work participants to refine the minor and integrate this minor 
effectively with current LSA initiatives and course structures. 

I am attaching a summary for your review of the minor.  We included information in this summary 
attachment consistent with what your committee reviews for new LSA minors.  We have also included a 
table of the LSA courses that we have identified as electives for this minor and indicated where we have 
already secured LSA chairperson approval and where we are still waiting a response from the LSA 
chairperson.   

We are excited about the minor development and the collaborations that have been established in this new 
minor development phase.  Please let me know if you need any additional information about the minor 
as you are engaged in your review of these materials. 

We have also enclosed the syllabus for SW 305, the new social work undergraduate course for which   
we would like to secure LSA approval as earning SS distribution.  This is the core required course for
the new minor. 
 
Thank you for your careful consideration of these proposals.  
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Community Action and Social Change Minor (CASC)

 
Multidisciplinary CASC Steering Committee    Academic Minor in CASC 
 

Ahmed Alawami, Undergraduate Student 
Charlie Bright, Professor, Residential College 
and Professor,  History      
Barry Checkoway, Professor, Social Work and 
Professor, Urban Planning 
Susan Crabb, Field Educator, Social Work 
Staci Daniels, Undergraduate Student 
Adrienne Dessel, Co‐Associate Director, 
Program on Intergroup Relations 
Margaret Dewar, Faculty Director, Ginsberg 
Center for Community Service Learning and     
Professor, Urban Planning 
Gregory Dowd, Professor of History and  
American Culture 
Julie Elison, Professor of American Culture,  
English, and Art and Design 
Joseph Galura, Director, Project Community   
and Co‐Director, LUCY 
Lorraine Gutierrez, Professor, Psychology and 
Professor, Social Work 
Theresa Lee, Chair and Professor, Psychology 
Laura Lein, Dean, Social Work 
Howard Kimeldorf, Chair and Professor, Sociology 
Kelly Maxwell, Co‐Director, Program on  
Intergroup Relations 
Robert Ortega, Associate Professor, Social Work 
Beth Glover Reed, Associate Professor, Social Work 
Katie Richards‐Schuster, Assistant Research  
Scientist, Social Work 
Ian Robinson, Assistant Research Scientist, Sociology 
Mary Ruffolo, Associate Dean and Associate  
Professor, Social Work 
David Schoem, Director, Michigan Community 
Scholars Program and Adjunct Associate Professor, 
Sociology 
Michael Spencer, Associate Professor, Social Work 
Karen Staller, Associate Professor, Social Work 
Monita Thompson, Co‐Director, Program on  
Intergroup Relations 
Richard Tolman, Professor, Social Work 
John Tropman, Associate Dean and Professor,  
Social Work 
Stephen Ward, Assistant Professor,  
Afroamerican and African Studies and  
Assistant Professor, Residential College 
Mieko Yoshihama, Associate Professor, Social Work 
Alford Young, Jr., Associate Professor, Sociology 
And Associate Professor of Afroamerican and  
African Studies 
 

 

The multidisciplinary Community Action and Social 
Change minor will extend opportunities for 
undergraduate students to: 
 
1) examine community action and social change 
concepts using a multidisciplinary framework; 
 

2) address community action and social change efforts 
in multilingual and multicultural communities;  
 

3) integrate, using a multidisciplinary framework,  social 
justice values into the community action and social 
change processes; and  
 

4) engage in service learning opportunities to promote 
community action or social change initiatives 
 
This multidisciplinary minor is collaboration between 
the School of Social Work, the College of Literature, 
Science and the Arts, the Program in American Culture, 
Psychology, Sociology, and the Program in Intergroup 
Relations, the Residential College and the Michigan 
Community Scholars Program.   

The CASC minor using critical structural thinking will 
engage students in analyzing types, levels and sources 
of power to better understand how inequities are 
manifested, maintained and reinforced in society and 
how these inequities can be addressed through 
community action and social change efforts.   
 
The CASC minor will include: 

• One foundation  course;  

• One course from a selection of LSA courses 
identified as context courses; 

• One course from a selection of LSA courses 
identified as diversity courses; 

• One course from a selection of LSA courses 
identified as service learning courses. CASC 
minors in the service learning course will join 
in a community action or social change effort;    

• One additional course linked to the theory or 
diversity areas (this course could also be 
comprised of 3 mini courses that will be 
offered through the School of Social Work); 

• A capstone one credit community action and 
social change experience that will use an e‐
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portfolio process that highlights integrative 
learning.  Students for this experience will be 
linked to a faculty member to engage in the 
integrative learning tasks. 

Undergraduate students may take any of the courses 
without declaring a minor.  The only course that has 
pre‐requisites is the one credit capstone experience.  
The students will enroll in the capstone experience 
once the other minor courses have been completed. 

The minor requires 16 credit hours.  See the structure 
diagram that follows. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students will be eligible to declare their desire to 
compete the CASC minor upon completion of the 
foundation course. 
 
The courses that comprise this multidisciplinary 
minor are linked together through a common set of 
principles. These principles include: 
 

1. Civic engagement is a critical component of 
undergraduate education. 

2.  Community engagement, action and social 
change need to incorporate social justice 
perspectives. 

3. Undergraduate students need the theories 
and skills to: 

• recognize the importance of 
contexts on individual, group and 
interpersonal dynamics; 

• engage in critical 
socio‐political‐historical‐structural 
analyses; 

•  use a multi‐level and 
multi‐disciplinary structural 
analysis and perspective; 

• acknowledge and address the role 
of power and privilege in 
community action and social 
change efforts; and 

• Identify goals for community 
change and the strategies and 
tactics to work with others 
towards these goals. 

 
Advising 
 

Advising responsibilities primarily reside with the 
School of Social Work. Core faculty from the other 
disciplines may also participate in advising. The faculty 
advisors work with students on minor course selection, 
career planning and integrative learning processes. The 
questions regarding curricular requirements for the 
minor will be handled by the Associate Dean for 
Educational Programs at the School of Social Work.  
 
The SSW Registrar will work with the appropriate LSA 
staff to ensure that they are notified in a timely manner 
of the LSA students who complete the minor 
requirements.  
 
 
 
 
 

Community Action & Social Change Minor Structure 

Foundation Course 
“Theories and Practices for Community Action and 

Social Change” 
All students will take this foundation course for 3 

credits 

Course Electives 
All students will take 3 credits in each category below 

as well as an additional  
3 credits in any of the categories below for a total of 
12 credits.  Mini courses that link faculty with 
community professionals will also be part of the 
elective choices. 

 
 

Diversity 
Learning 

Action 

Context 

Capstone Experience 
All students will end the minor with this capstone 

experience. In this experience, students will complete 
an e‐portofolio project for 1 credit with a faculty 

advisor. 

Total Minor Credits = 16 
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Courses for the CASC Minor 
 

Required Core Foundation Course (three credits): 
• SW 305: Theories and Practices for  

Community Action and Social Change  
 

Context Cluster Electives (minimum three credits) 
(These electives provide students with a range of 
context, theories and multidisciplinary perspectives to 
support understanding of various community action 
and social change efforts): 

• AMCULT 399: Race, Racism and Ethnicity 
• ANTHRO 370/LING 370: Language and 

Discrimination 
• ANTHRO 447: Culture, Racism and Human 

Nature 
• ASIAN 259/HIS 255: Gandhi’s India: The 

History of Modern South Asia 
• GEO 245/UC 245: Global Interdependence 
• POLSCI 489: Citizenship and its Modern 

Challenges 
• PSYCH 498/WS 498: Gender and the 

Individual 
• RCSSCI 330: Urban and Community Studies 1: 

Historical and Theoretical Perspectives 
• RCSSCI 334/HIS 344: The History of Detroit in 

the 20th Century 
• SOC 423/AMCULT 421: Gender, Sexuality, 

Disability, and Animal Inequality in America 
• SOC 434/CAAS 434: Social Organization of 

Black Communities 
• SOC 454: Law and Society 
• SOC 458: Sociology of Education 
• SOC 461: Social Movements 

 

Diversity Learning Cluster Electives (minimum three 
credits) These electives provide students with skills 
and learning opportunities to facilitate diversity 
learning to support community action and social 
change efforts): 

• ELI 390/LING 386/EDU 390: Education and 
Culture 

• HIS 346: From the Abolitionists to the Battle 
of Seattle 

• RCSSCI 360/RCCORE 409: Political Struggles in 
Mexico: Seminar and Field Study 

• SOC 389: MCSP/Project Community 
• UC 218: Foundations of Intergroup Relations 
• UC 320/PSY 310/SOC 320: Training Processes 

of Intergroup Dialogue 
• UC 321/PSY 311/SOC 321: Practicum in 

Intergroup Dialogue 
• WS 420: Group Facilitation for WS 100 

 
 

Action Service Learning Cluster Electives (minimum 
three credits) these electives provide students with 
opportunities to engage in service learning 
opportunities to promote community action and 
social change initiatives): 

• AMCULT 306/PSYCH 217: Community 
Research 

• AMCULT 319/PSYCH 319: Empowering 
Families and Communities 

• AMCULT 321/PSYCH 325: Practicum in 
Multicultural Community 

• ELI 390/LING 386/EDU 390/RCSOCSCI 390: 
Community Service and Language, Education 
and Culture 

• ENG 310: Discourse and Society 
• ENG 319: Theater and Social Change 
• POLSCI 389: Theory and Practice of 

Community Organizing 
• PSYCH 306: Project Outreach Group Leading 
• RC 334: Community Empowerment Through 

the Arts: An Introduction to Theory and 
Practice 

• SOC 325/395: The Sociology of Service 
Learning 

• SOC 389: Organizing for Social Justice 
 
The School of Social Work will also offer one credit mini 
courses that involve community leaders and social work 
faculty in the delivery of mini‐courses (one credit) that 
will provide students additional elective opportunities 
linked to the core cluster areas. 
 
When students have completed the core course and 
electives, a capstone one credit community action and 
social change experience will complete the minor 
requirements.  This involve students in the minor 
working closely with social work faculty advisors or 
other steering committee members to engage in 
integrative learning tasks to support e‐portfolio 
development and further service learning 
opportunities. 
 
Links to other LSA Minors 
 

The development of this minor has involved faculty 
from LSA and the SSW with the goal of not creating 
another minor silo but integrating this minor with 
current LSA offerings so that current LSA minors 
(especially, the Peace & Social Justice and Urban & 
Community Studies minors in the Residential 
College) could benefit from the required core course 
and mini courses that will be offered by this SSW minor. 
The major difference in this minor compared to other 
minors already offered by LSA is that this minor focuses 
more on preparing students to engage in community 
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action and social change efforts in a range of contexts 
with a social justice emphasis.  It emphasizes skill 
development and experiential/service learning 
opportunities. The minor will not only address urban 
change efforts but also rural and international social 
and community change initiatives. 
 
Sustainability   
 

The first two years of the minor development is funded 
through the MLTT initiative.  The Dean of the School of 
Social Work has committed to continuing the required 
course offerings and the minor supports beyond the 
grant period.  This includes the team teaching model 
for the core foundation course and the mini courses. 
 
Contact Information for CASC Minor 
 

Mary C. Ruffolo, Ph.D., LMSW 
Associate Dean for Educational Programs 
School of Social Work 
1080 S. University Avenue 
Ann Arbor, MI 48109 
mruffolo@umich.edu 
(734) 763‐2345 
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The Role of Writing in Course Proposals 
to the LSA Curriculum Committee 
The LSA Curriculum Committee recognizes and endorses the importance placed on writing throughout 
the curriculum by the LSA Faculty, as affirmed by the Faculty’s adoption of the First‐Year and Upper‐
Level Writing Requirements into the LSA Faculty Code. In particular, courses for which distribution credit 
is requested can benefit from a strong writing component, due to the opportunity it provides students 
to express, in their own words, their understanding of that distribution area. While the Committee’s 
main concern when distribution credit is requested is whether the course content addresses that 
distribution requirement, the Curriculum Committee suggests that the writing component be 
considered carefully when designing such a course. We hope to underscore that this emphasis on 
writing—as a practice in articulating themes and methods of a particular distribution area—will take 
myriad forms. The role and style of writing is expected to differ across disciplines. 

On occasion, the Curriculum Committee will conclude that a proposed course should have its content 
augmented to match the number of credit hours requested, and when that happens the Committee’s 
suggestion is often to increase the number or size of writing assignments, precisely because of the value 
the Committee places on writing. However, the Committee always invites and welcomes alternative 
suggestions from the course proposer, since the proposer may have another vision of the means by 
which the course should be enhanced. As with other recommendations the Curriculum Committee 
makes for course proposal modifications, its suggestions in this area may always be taken as an 
opportunity for further explanation of the proposer’s reasoning and the opening of a dialog. 
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PUBPOL 481 /PHYSICS-481 SYLLABUS: WINTER TERM 2009

NATIONAL SCIENCE POLICY IN THE
21ST CENTURY

Professor Homer A. Neal and Professor James J. Duderstadt

8:30 - 10:00 am
Tuesday/ Thursday

1120 Well Hall

Over the course of the last century, an overwhelming number of societal advances have been
driven by progress in science and technology. Medical treatments and cures have been
developed, new economic frontiers have been opened, and the overall quality of life has been
enhanced. Yet, the public has generally treated these advances as things that just "happen",
without there being any recognition that many are, in fact, the result of sustained commitment by
the nation to support science and technology through a deliberate set of policies. This course will
highlight the important role of national science policy in achieving societal goals. Science policy
is sometimes a result of a larger public policy, and as society becomes more complex, so too, do
those policies governing science.

The aim of this lecture course is to introduce students to the manner in which science and
technology issues both shape and are shaped by public policy. Issues such as global climate
change, energy sustainability, human genomics, and exponentially evolving technologies (e.g,
info-, bio-, and nano-) are among the most challenging and complex facing contemporary
society. The course will review the historical role of national science policy in addressing the
health, welfare, and security needs of the nation, and will provide an organizational map to help
the reader better understand how the federal government develops and executes its science policy
and why it funds science. It will explore how universities, national laboratories, and industry
partner with the federal government to carry out scientific research, and why states are
developing their own scientific and technological support structures. The course will examine the
interactions between the scientific community and policymakers, and the grand challenges that
face science and society, including environmental preservation, advances in new technologies,
transportation, power generation, and prevention and cure of diseases. The urgency of
strengthening these interactions in order to meet such significant scientific and technical
challenges will be explored.
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LSA Curriculum Committee 
Course Approval Actions 

10/13/2009   

1.
Mod

Winter 
2010

   

 RUSSIAN 357
Russian Drama in Context: From the Eighteenth to the Twentieth Centuries
(UG Full 3, UG Half 3) (Regular) (A-E) (Olga Maiorova) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Course Title                   Russian Drama in Context: From                       Russian Drama in Context: From the 

                                    the Eighteenth to the Twentieth Centuries          Enlightenment to Post-Modernism 

                              

 

2.
New

Winter 
2010

   

ANTHRCUL 300
Doing Ethnography in Havana and in Cuba
(UG Full 3) (Expr) (A-E) (Ruth Behar) 
 
Short Course Description:
   Readings, lectures, site visits within Havana, and organized travel to major provincial cities, including Matanzas, Santa 
Clara, Cienfuegos, and Santiago de Cuba, are carefully integrated to provide students with an ethnographic lens through 
which to understand history, culture, ethnicity, religion, and politics in urban Havana and the island of Cuba.

Repeat for Credit? No

Advisory Prereq's: Spanish language background required

Permission To Enroll: Instructor

Assessment: Student portfolios can be used to assess the success of teaching. Additional evaluations of the 
Semester Abroad Program can be provided by the GSI.

 

3.
New

Winter 
2010

   

ANTHRCUL 301
The Ethnographer's Craft
(UG Full 3) (Expr) (A-E) (Ruth Behar) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This course considers the history, politics, and possibilities of the ethnographer’s craft, focusing on ethnographic writing, 
ethnographic photography, and ethnographic film. The aim is for students to learn about the ethnographer’s craft through 
lectures and readings, and by embarking on ethnographic projects under the supervision of the professor.

Repeat for Credit? No

Advisory Prereq's: Spanish language background required

Permission To Enroll: Instructor

Assessment: Student portfolios can be used to assess the success of teaching. Additional evaluations of the 
Semester Abroad Program can be provided by GSI.

 

4.
New

Winter 
2010

   

STDABRD 375
Havana, Cuba
(UG Full 1-16) (Regular) (MLT) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This Havana, Cuba, based program focuses on cultural arts and ethnography, and incorporates classwork into 
academically-related visits around the island. Students take courses in Cuban history, culture, art and literature at Casa de 
las Americas, plus several courses offered by an accompanying UM faculty member. 

Repeat for Credit? Yes
Max Times Crs Can Be Elected: n/a
Max Total Credits: 36
Elect More Than Once in Same Term? Yes

Advisory Prereq's: Spanish language background required

Assessment: Student work, portfolios, and additional evaluations of the study abroad program will be used to 
assess the success of the overall program. The faculty director and GSI will also contribute to the 
overall assessment of the program.
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