




LSA Curriculum Committee Minutes, 9/22/09 

  

The committee commended the MCDB faculty for their considerable effort to increase the 
opportunities for student participation in laboratory research and provide more oversight for research 
labs co-sponsored with faculty in the Medical School. Their concerns were more technical than 
substantive, especially with regard to MCDB 398 and 498 termed “seminars” based on two-hour 
meetings at the beginning and end of the term. Natural Science faculty members reported that 
students enrolled in lab research are routinely expected to attend a few class meetings with the 
instructor. MCDB 398 and 498 were approved contingent on changing the class component from 
“seminar” to “independent study” as a more accurate description for students who want to participate 
in lab research. 

MCDB 399 and 499 were also approved, with a recommendation that the department give more 
thought to the future of MCDB 300 and 400. Prof. Cadigan mentioned the possibility of using 
these courses to house Spring and Summer offerings. A better option might be to delete them 
altogether. Students could be confused by seeing a total of six independent study courses without a 
clear indication of the differences, especially between 300/400 and 399/499. The general practice 
is to create independent studies with course numbers that end with 98 and 99.  

3. An additional 3 modifications were approved: ASIAN 261; SOC 305; and SOC 395.  

4. An additional 4 new courses were approved: PSYCH 225/WOMENSTD 225; GEOSCI 313 as 
BS-eligible; LING 412 as BS-eligible; and PHIL 413 as BS-eligible. 

5. SOC 230 and 235 were deferred. The description for SOC 230, Health and Population in South 
Africa, stated it would be offered with the option of a trip to South Africa at the end of the term to 
earn two additional credits. Students having completed SOC 230 could enroll in SOC 235 as part 
of the Integrating Study Abroad into the Curriculum Program. ISAC funding allows for a two-
week trip abroad by a faculty member and students immediately following a Winter term course, 
but there is no guarantee of continued funding after two years.” The committee wanted to know if 
the department had other resources available if needed.  

LSA CONCENTRATIONS AND ACADEMIC MINORS (Effective W10) 

The following modifications were approved (see attached proposals) 

1. Actuarial Math & Math of Finance & Risk Management Concentration 
2. Geological Sciences Concentration 
3. Italian Concentration & Minor  
4. Philosophy Concentration & Minor  

The proposed modifications in the Earth Systems Science Concentration were deferred 

SCHOOL OF KINESIOLOGY 

Kinesiology’s request that SM 217 (Sports Management) count as non-LSA degree credit was approved 
effective Fall 2009. 

The meeting was adjourned at 5:10 pm. 

NEXT MEETING: SUBCOMMITTEES 
September 29, 3-5 pm 

NEXT FULL MEETING: COURSE APPROVALS  
October 6, 3-5 pm 
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