
 
 
 
 

 
MEMORANDUM 

 
 

TO: Members of the LSA Executive Committee 

FROM: Pam Rinker 

DATE: March 10, 2010 

SUBJECT: Summary of LSA Curriculum Committee Minutes 
February 16, 2010 

 

1. The Curriculum Committee minutes of 2/9/10 were approved. 

2. Brad Orr, Chair of Physics, provided an overview of the department’s 
curriculum changes beginning Fall 2010. 

3. Vijay Nair, Chair of Statistics, spoke to Engineering’s questions about the 
need for better training in data analysis and statistical techniques. 

4. Curtis Huntington, Associate Chair for Education in Mathematics, answered 
questions about the department’s introductory math sequences. 

5. The committees discussed efforts by both colleges to increase course 
offerings during the Spring and Summer months. 

6. Engineering noted the success of ENGR 490 for developing entrepreneurial 
projects. 

 



  

LSA CURRICULUM COMMITTEE 
Minutes of February 16, 2010 

LSA Curriculum Committee: Robert Megginson (Chair), Robyn Burnham, Ellie Dertz, Tim Dodd, Karl-
Georg Federhofer, Phil Gorman, Lori Gould, Jeffrey Lankowsky, Mika Lavaque-Manty, Neil Marsh, 
Jennifer Myers, JoAnn Peraino, Jeremy Peterson, Pam Rinker, Mandy Seyerle, Donna Wessel Walker, and 
Evans Young 

Engineering Curriculum Committee: Marina Epleman (IOE and Chair); James Holloway (Associate Dean 
for Undergraduate Education); Edward Larson (Nuclear Engineering and Radiological Sciences); Lorelle 
Meadows (Academic Programs Director); Susan Montgomery (Chemical Engineering); Fred Terry (EECS); 
Fred Ward (Technical Communications); and Judy Wolfe (Registrar) 
 
Visitors: Curtis Huntington, James Liu, Vijay Nair, and Brad Orr 
 
The meeting came to order at 3:15 pm. 

MINUTES 

The minutes of 2/9/10 were approved.  

PHYSICS  

Brad Orr, Chair of Physics, provided an overview of the department’s curriculum changes beginning Fall 
2010. The goals include emphasizing PHYSICS 135/235 as the preferred life science sequence, increasing 
the size of the lecture sections for each lab, differentiating PHYSICS 160/161 as the Honors sequence, and 
replacing the PHYSICS 127 and 128 labs with PHYSICS 136 and 236. The department will continue to offer 
PHYSICS 125 in Fall term for incoming students who have insufficient math preparation, with the option of 
switching to another course at mid-term. PHYSICS 135/235, which is less algebra-based and more popular 
especially among pre-med students, will be offered regularly. Students who want to balance calculus and 
algebra could take PHYSICS 135/240 as an alternative. Honors students who place out of PHYSICS 160 
would take 161 with more applied and numerical content. 

STATISTICS  

Vijay Nair, Chair of Statistics, spoke to Engineering’s concern that many of its students need more training 
in data analysis and statistical techniques prior to their junior year. STATS 250 (350) has been an excellent 
course for this purpose. Engineering suggested that students would learn more effectively through examples. 
Prof. Nair said the department prefers to emphasize concepts first and examples later, and that it takes at 
least 3-4 weeks just to grasp probability. He would urge various departments to develop their own 
applications and modules. There may be interest in a half-term course. 

MATHEMATICS 

Curtis Huntington, Associate Chair for Education in Mathematics, said the department’s introductory math 
sequences have not changed. Due to high demand, the department has to manage enrollment in these courses 
very carefully. Engineering reported that some of their students have difficulty placing into MATH 116. 
They also were concerned about a number of their students who have to drop MATH 215. Prof. Huntington 
suggested students enroll first in the less difficult MATH 216. He also pointed out that MATH 110 works 
well for Engineering students. Engineering noted that an increasing number of their students opt to enroll in 
MATH 105 first. Prof. Huntington’s experience with LSA students is that they fight to place out of 105. 
There are multiple factors that can influence students’ self selection, including concern about their GPA and 
discussions with peers. Students who do not pass their mid-term in MATH 115 have the option of switching 
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to 110. The Mathematics Department recently studied the effectiveness of the MATH 115 sequence, using a 
pre-test and post-test as well as comparing it with other college curriculums. He reported that UM students in 
all sections of 115 ranked far above the scores of students in other colleges and said the statistics were 
stunning.  

HALF-TERM CURRICULUM 

LSA is trying to increase course offerings in all departments during the Spring and Summer months. That not 
only uses facilities and resources more effectively but also provides more opportunities for students. Many 
students, however, are unable to take advantage of summer classes because they rely on summer earnings, 
especially during the current economic downturn. Departments can have difficulty identifying faculty who 
are willing to teach during the Summer months. Sometimes a scheduled section does not fill, which is 
especially problematic. On a one-time-only basis, LSA has allowed GSIs with established qualifications to 
staff 300-level courses. This not only serves students but also provides GSIs with very valuable teaching 
experience. Engineering is also discussing ways to increase its half-term offerings.  

MATTERS ARISING 

A member of the Engineering Curriculum Committee noted the success of ENGR 490, which allows 
students to work on entrepreneurial projects as part of multi-disciplinary teams with business students.  

The meeting was adjourned at 4:35 pm. 

 

NEXT MEETING: SUBCOMMITTEES 
February 24, 3-5 pm 

NEXT FULL MEETING: COURSE APPROVALS  
March 9, 3-5 pm 
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