
 
 
 
 

 
MEMORANDUM 

 
 

TO: Members of the LSA Executive Committee 

FROM: Pam Rinker 

DATE: February 12, 2010 

SUBJECT: Summary of LSA Curriculum Committee Minutes 
February 2, 2010 

 

1. The committee accepted the recommendations of the R&E Subcommittee.  

2. Course approval requests were acted upon. 

3. POLSCI 386 and SWC 410 were approved for QR2. 

4. The committee approved a new Academic Minor in Complex Systems 
effective F10. 

5. The committee approved changes to the Individual Concentration Program. 

6. Matters Arising: Dean Megginson informed the committee that subsequent 
to the 1/19/10 approval of the new Academic Minor in Art & Design, the 
School of Art & Design asked that the proposal be withdrawn. 

 



 

  

LSA CURRICULUM COMMITTEE 
Minutes of February 2, 2010 

Present: Bob Megginson (Chair); Robyn Burnham; Ellie Dertz; Tim Dodd; Karl-Georg Federhofer; Phil 
Gorman; Lori Gould; Jeffrey Lankowsky; Mika Lavaque-Manty; Neil Marsh; John Mitani; Jennifer Myers; 
Esrold Nurse; JoAnn Peraino; Jeremy Peterson; Pam Rinker; Naomi Silver; Mandy Syerle; Donna Wessel 
Walker; and Evans Young 

Visitor: David R. Smith 

The meeting came to order at 3:10 pm. 

R&E PROPOSALS 

The committee accepted the recommendations in the attached R&E Subcommittee Report. 

Approve (6) 
 

New Proposal / Topic Specific 
1. ENGLISH 313.Topics in Literary Studies: Oprah Winfrey Presents American Literature. 

Professor Michael Awkward. W10. 
 

Recertification / Blanket 
2. AAPTIS 274 / ARMENIAN 274. Armenia: Culture and Ethnicity. Professor Kevork 

Bardakjian. F10. 

3. AMCULT 353 / HISTORY 353. Asians in American Film and Television. Professor Scott 
Kurashige. F10. 

4. HISTORY 347 / ANTHRCUL 346. Latin America—The Colonial Period. Professor Rebecca 
Scott and Professor Jesse Hoffnung-Garskof. F10. 

5. HISTORY 348. Latin America—the National Period. Professor Paulina Alberto. F10.  

Recertification / Topic Specific  
6. ENGLISH 303. Language and Rhetoric: Rhetorical Activism and U.S. Civil Rights Movements. 

Professor Alisse Portnoy. F10.  
 

Defer (1) 
 

New Proposal / Blanket 
7. HISTART 208/ CAAS 208. Introduction to African Art. Professor David Doris. W10.  

COURSE APPROVAL REQUESTS 

1. The committee approved a total of 52 courses: 2 deletions; 38 modifications; and 12 new 
proposals (see Appendix).  

2. The following course approval requests were deferred: 

a. MCDB 412. Teaching Biology. The committee did not think MCDB 412 substantially 
differed from MCDB 302, Teaching Experience for Undergraduates. Instead, they 
recommended making MCDB 302 repeatable for credit.  

b. The committee deferred approval of HU distribution for ASIAN 317, The Literature of Edo 
Japan: Poetry, Drama, and Fiction 1600-1900, and ASIAN 410/HISTORY 426 
(renumbered to ASIAN 370), Acupuncture–Contemporary Practice and Controversies. 
They did not think the proposed course requirements met the guidelines for distribution.  
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3. Judaic 218 and 318 were approved for HU distribution (effective F10). 

4. POLSCI 387 and SWC 410 were approved for QR2 (effective F10). 

ACADEMIC MINORS 

A new Academic Minor in Complex Systems was approved effective F10 (revised proposal attached).  

INDIVIDUAL CONCENTRATION PROGRAM 

David R. Smith, the Newnan Center advisor for the Individual Concentration Program (ICP) and Adjunct 
Professor in History, presented the attached proposal revised in response to the Curriculum Committee’s 
suggestions on December 1, 2009. In addition to requiring ICP students to complete the Senior Project, Prof. 
Smith proposed a new course, UC 455, ICP Senior Seminar, to be offered in Fall term in preparation for the 
senior project. As stated in the proposal, “The course would develop a stronger sense of what constitutes 
interdisciplinarity and provide senior ICP students with necessary direction to prepare an interdisciplinary 
project. Incorporating a senior project into the requirements of ICP would also develop a mechanism for 
more substantive involvement of sponsoring faculty with their respective ICP students.” With 15-18 students 
graduating with an ICP each year, he expected the proposed senior seminar would have an enrollment of 
around ten students.  

Contingent on approval from Budget, the Curriculum Committee approved UC 455 as a new senior seminar 
with the recommendation that it have a more generic title and description to allow various faculty to teach on 
different topics in the future. They also approved the other changes to the Individual Concentration Program 
effective Fall 2010, including making the senior project a requirement. The committee also recommended that 
the role of faculty sponsors overseeing senior projects be clearly defined, especially with regard to time 
commitment. Finally, they asked Prof. Smith to return in a year and report on his experience with ICP 
students in view of the changes. 
 
MATTERS ARISING 

Associate Dean Megginson informed the committee that subsequent to the 1/19/10 approval of the new 
Academic Minor in Art & Design, the School of Art & Design asked that the proposal be withdrawn.  

NEXT MEETING: DISCUSSION 
February 9, 3-5 pm 
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RACE & ETHNICITY SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT  
LSA CURRICULUM COMMITTEE 

February 2, 2010 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
The R&E Subcommittee recommends the following actions regarding R&E proposals: 
 

 
APPROVE (6) 
 
New Proposal / Topic Specific 
 
 
1. ENGLISH 313.Topics in Literary Studies: Oprah Winfrey Presents American Literature. Professor 

Michael Awkward. W10. 
This course will assess both a selected number of the texts Oprah Winfrey has endorsed and what it means for 
Americans to have granted a talk show host the power to determine, to a large extent, what we read and how 
we interpret it, by looking at a selection of the novels whose inclusion on her book club list has helped turn 
them into best sellers, film adaptations which she has endorsed or in which she has appeared, and scholarly 
and journalistic essays that assess Winfrey. Among the many questions we will address are: do the benefits of 
her participation in literary distribution and film production outweigh the disadvantages? What relationship 
does the book club have to her show’s general emphases? How are the implications of her race and gender on 
both her selections and the constitution of a national book club? 

 
Recertification / Blanket 
 
2. AAPTIS 274 / ARMENIAN 274. Armenia: Culture and Ethnicity. Professor Kevork Bardakjian. F10. 

This course explores issues of race, ethnicity, religion, and identity through a history of Armenia and 
Armenian culture. It is the history of a small nation with its own language and script, national church and 
dogma, and literature and art and architecture. Sandwiched between mighty empires to its east and west and 
frequently trampled by conquerors, Armenia survived against all odds. Today, Armenia is a tiny, land-locked 
republic, with a huge Diaspora; it faces enormous internal and external problems and is trying desperately to 
survive by redefining its identity and finding its place in the international community.  

 
3. AMCULT 353 / HISTORY 353. Asians in American Film and Television. Professor Scott Kurashige. 

F10. 
This course will examine how film and television have both reflected and shaped Asian culture and identity in 
American history. We will watch both feature films and documentaries produced by Asian Americans and 
non-Asians. These screenings serving as required course materials will provide a basis for comparing and 
contrasting representations of Asians from varying perspectives and across historical periods. Complementary 
readings will help to place our studies into historical context and lectures and discussion sections are designed 
to help further integrate the different elements of the course. Topics include: Asian immigration and 
stereotypical images of early immigrants; white actors playing in yellowface; the World War II internment of 
Japanese Americans; the Vietnam War and the migration of Southeast Asian refugees; hate crimes and anti-
Asian violence; community activism and multi-ethnic coalition building. 
 

4. HISTORY 347 / ANTHRCUL 346. Latin America—The Colonial Period. Professor Rebecca Scott and 
Professor Jesse Hoffnung-Garskof. F10. 
This course examines the history of the dynamic region that is now called Latin America, from the pre-
Columbian era to the early nineteenth-century wars of independence. It focuses on interactions among Native 
Americans, Africans, and Europeans, tracing the evolution of a range of multiethnic societies in the Americas 
and examining the Atlantic exchanges through which they were formed. We will study the indigenous 
background to conquest as well as settler communities, plantation slavery, village life, and colonial cities. 
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Primary documents such as court cases will be used to illuminate the patters of religious belief as well as the 
ideas of honor that shaped the lives of men and women, and to illustrate the ways in which plantation slavery, 
mining, and other colonial institutions shaped people’s experiences. We will also explore various cultural 
productions from the region, with particular attention to visual representations of race and class, to sacred 
music, and to the art of the baroque period. Finally, we will ask what permitted the survival of these colonial 
structures for nearly three hundred years, what factors eventually led to the collapse of the colonial system, 
and what legacies were left behind as the nations of Latin America achieved formal independence.  

 
5. HISTORY 348. Latin America—the National Period. Professor Paulina Alberto. F10. 

This course examines the history of Latin America from the early nineteenth century until the present, 
focusing on the social, political, ideological, and economic issues that surrounded the development of modern 
nation-states. The course is divided into three units. Unit 1 is devoted to the consolidation of independent 
nations over the “long late nineteenth century,” from the crises of the Spanish and Portuguese colonial 
empires in the late eighteenth century to the height of the liberal political economies in the late nineteenth 
century. Unit 2 examines popular and state-led challenges to this liberal order in the first half of the twentieth 
century. Unit 3 brings us up through the end of the twentieth century, exploring the dictatorships and the 
neoliberal order that spread across the region, as well as the social and political movements that emerged to 
challenge them.  

 
Recertification / Topic Specific  
 
6. ENGLISH 303. Language and Rhetoric: Rhetorical Activism and U.S. Civil Rights Movements. 

Professor Alisse Portnoy. F10. 
This course focuses on the use of language to affect the worlds in which we live. In this class, we’ll study the 
words of ordinary people who accomplished extraordinary things with language, people who have had 
inspiring effects on the ways United States citizens experience civil rights in this country. How did these 
ordinary men and women accomplish extraordinary things be speaking up and speaking out? More broadly, 
how do people use language to define, reform, and even revolutionize the worlds in which we live? That will 
be our central question as we study texts from several United States civil rights movements: the antislavery, 
early women’s rights, black freedom, women’s liberation, and gay rights movements.  
 
 

    DEFER (1) 
 
New Proposal / Blanket 
 
7. HISTART 208/ CAAS 208. Introduction to African Art. Professor David Doris. W10. 

This course will examine objects and stories that surround words, pictures, sounds, and performances of 
African Art. Looking and listening closely, we will learn to see and to understand a wide range of African 
visual practices including architecture, textiles, body adornment, painting, graphic communication systems, 
photography, dance, ritual performance and, of course, sculpture—not only as these practices continue to 
unfold on the African continent, but also as they are transformed, and as they endure, in the African Diaspora. 
Ultimately, the goal is to understand aspects of African cultures in the terms by which Africans understand 
them—to know African ideals and realities as they are shaped in the word, sound, matter, and movement.  
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QUANTITATIVE REASONING REQUIREMENT 
PLEASE SPECIFY:  QR1 _____   OR    QR2 __X___ 
EFFECTIVE TERM _________________________ 

Home Department ___POLSCI 387_____________     Cross Listed Subjects ______________________ 

Instructor __G. Tsebelis__________________________    Date of Application ______1/27/10__ 

 
Supporting Statement:  In addition to completing this form, please provide a course description, 
syllabus, and examples of class exercises, homework assignments, and exam questions that ex-
emplify the kinds of quantitative analysis that students conduct or in which they participate. Ex-
plain how this course satisfies the following criteria (see more detailed guidelines on next page): 

1. Processes and analyzes quantitative information to make judgments and predictions.   

2. Defines a problem by means of numerical or geometrical representations of real world phenomena.  

3. Uses a methodology to solve problems, deduce consequences, formulate alternatives, and/or predict out-
comes. 

 
This course uses game theory and spatial modeling to compare countries all over the world and address is-
sues that have been separated in the comparative politics literature like regime types (presidentialism and 
parliamentarism), party systems (one, two and multiple parties), legislatures (unicameral and bicameral), 
parties (strong and disciplined or weak and undisciplined), as well as structural phenomena like indepen-
dence of bureaucrats and judges, government composition etc. In other words, game theory is used here to 
unite the analysis of different aspects of politics and provide justifications of arguments in the literature in 
some instances and competing analyses in others. 

The underlying concept used in this course is that of veto players—that is, an individual or collective 
actor whose agreement is required for a change in the status quo. Decisions in political systems require un-
animity of the system’s veto players. For example, in the US what is required is an agreement between the 
House, the Senate, and the President (three veto players) as opposed to all 5 parties of the pentapartito 
government in Italy during the 1990s or simply that of the majority party in the UK House of Commons. Stu-
dents consider both the number of veto players and the preferences of those vps in the analysis of both dif-
ferent policy outcomes in the real world and how changes in institutions might change these outcomes. 

Once veto players are identified, one has to focus on the sequence of moves in the political game in 
order to understand who controls the agenda, who can subsequently propose changes to legislation, and 
who simply agrees or vetoes the proposals. This is where the first disagreement with the literature  that dis-
tinguishes between presidential and parliamentary systems lies. In the first there is separation of powers (de-
fined by the separate elections of the legislature and the executive, and the lack of political responsibility of 
one to the other), while in the second collaboration of government and parliament (defined by the popular 
election of the parliament only and the political responsibility of the government and parliament to each oth-
er). In terms of veto players, there may or may not be a difference between parliamentary and presidential 
systems (for example, both Italy and the US have many vps while the UK and Greece have only one), but 
there is another important difference: in parliamentary regimes the government is the agenda setter and 
makes a proposal to parliament, while in presidential regimes the legislature makes a proposal to the presi-
dent who accepts or rejects it. Given that the agenda setter selects from among the many possible solutions 
(preferred by all vps over the status quo) the one that he most prefers, the agenda setter that has significant 
political power to shape final legislation. This analysis is based on the sequence of moves of the political 
game (i.e. in game theory) and comes to opposite results from the scholarly literature which expects Presi-
dents to be powerful in Presidential regimes, and parliaments in parliamentary ones. The class argues that, 
exclusive jurisdictions (like commander in chief) aside, with respect to legislation the US president is weak 
while the British Prime minister is extremely strong. This is a result of the constitutional rules of the countries 
that determine the shape of the political game that vps engage in and which, as a result, varies across coun-
tries. 
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This is only the starting point, because we then analyze the legislative rules in different presidential 
regimes and find that presidents may have a conditional agenda setting power. They can sometimes make a 
counterproposal to the legislature which, depending on the constitutional rules, can be accepted by majority, 
or qualified majority, or is automatically accepted UNLESS there is a majority or a qualified majority in the 
legislature is against it. The acceptance or rejection has to be done after comparison of the president’s pro-
posal to the status quo, or to the bill the legislature introduced, or to both. All these statements imply different 
games describing the interaction between president and legislature, different results of the legislative game 
(different proposals of the president), and different presidential influence in the final outcome. While there is 
significant variation in presidential powers in Latina American and ex-Communist countries, one can modify 
these rules even more than the different countries have done, either as an exercise, or, form expectations 
about policy outcomes on the basis of the analysis and look for legislative outcomes to corroborate or falsify 
expectations. 

In terms of political outcomes, one expects higher policy stability (difficulty in changing the status 
quo) in countries with multiple veto players, and lower policy stability in countries with fewer vps. Again, this 
is a logical expectation (additional veto players cannot reduce policy stability), but fails to account for the pre-
ferences of the veto players. In the figure below two countries (creatively named A and B) have 3 and 5 veto 
players, respectively. One would expect country A to have greater policy flexibility than country B. But, as the 
figure demonstrates, country A has less policy flexibility (the set of outcomes that can defeat the status quo 
is a subset of country B’s). 
 

A1

A2

A3

B1

B2

B3

B4

B5

Veto players A1-A3 produce more policy stability than B1-B5
(no matter where the status quo is)

W(A)
W(B)

SQ

 
 
With the preferences of the political actors explicitly modeled whenever possible, the results of the analysis 
can change as a function of these preferences. The class analyzes how the effects of the sequence of 
moves in the legislative game interact with the policy preferences of the different actors to lead to different 
policy outcomes across countries and within countries over time. 
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This is the most important step in the analysis, since policymaking is THE most important result of 
politics because of the collective goods nature of government output (no one can be excluded from the con-
sequences of a policy whether they liked it or not, or whether he voted for the party or coalition responsible 
for it or not), and these collective goods are much more important to one’s quality of life than most individual 
events that happens in one’s life (with the possible exception of significant personal events like births, deaths 
and marriages) as they shape the sets of opportunities one has to choose among. However, the effects of 
vps are not limited to policy stability. Students learn that there are structural consequences that proceed from 
this degree of policy stability. For example, multiple veto players imply more independence of the judiciary 
and bureaucracies (because bureaucrats and judges will not be afraid that they will be overruled when there 
are multiple vps), and empirical investigations corroborate this expectation. This is a different result from the 
standard legal arguments that contrast countries with case/common law and those with civil law. While the 
legal arguments expect judges to be more important in case law countries, one can compare the role of 
judges in case law countries like the US (high) and UK (low) as well as in civil law countries like Germany 
(high), Italy (high), or Japan (low) and will see that the expectations formed through the use of veto players 
analysis are more strongly supported by the facts than the conventional wisdom. (In regressions with both vp 
and legal system variables, the legal system loses significance as predictor of judicial independence)  

The exercises in the class revolve around real or hypothetical institutions (what would happen if the 
filibuster rule required 2/3 (as it once did) as opposed to 3/5, or 55/100 (which it has not)? What would hap-
pen if the president of the US had a line item veto?) There are discussions about specific countries (each 
student adopts 2 and compares them), so that in each sectionthere is a collective experience concerning a 
large number of countries—these discussions can spill over into the main sessions. 

Again, the role of geometric reasoning and game theory is evident, and the number of instances in 
which logic conflicts with conventional wisdom is high. There is no repetitive or computerized formation of 
expectations, and whenever such a procedure is identified in the literature it is subject to criticism rather than 
endorsement. Students learn to analyze politics and political outcomes as a function of the institutional and 
partisan constraints that politicians face leading them to a more nuanced understanding of political 
processes and the implications of elections, political polarization, and the constitutional rules of countries all 
over the globe. 
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SWC 410 Sample Syllabus for Humanities 
 

students to quantitative methods of book history that can enlarge their repertoire of 
research skills and enrich their understanding of how the material culture of print impacts 
the study of texts and their readers.  These methods include, but are not limited to, basic 
statistical analysis, text mining, and the visual representation of quantitative information. 
 
Required Texts 
 
David Finkelstein and Alistair McCleery, An Introduction to Book History 
David Finkelstein, and Alistair McCleery, eds.  The Book History Reader 
Jane E. Miller, The Chicago Guide to Writing About Numbers 
Franco Moretti, Maps, Graphs, Trees 
Coursepack of additional brief readings, including information about basic statistical 
manipulations in Excel, graphical presentation of quantitative information, text mining, etc. 
 
Writing Assignments 
 
Online reading/research journal (10 required entries; 10% of course grade) 

This double‐entry journal (each double entry between 300 and 500 words) will 
offer students the opportunity to summarize key ideas and respond to course 
readings and discussion (in the first of the two entries) and then to reflect on what 
they are learning and how it might apply to their own interests and research (in the 
second of the two entries).  Through the journal, students will accumulate ideas, 
resources, and analytical strategies that they may then use in the design and 
development of their own final project for the course.  

 
Shorter papers: 

• A rhetorical analysis of an article of the student’s choice, preferably in the student’s 
area of interest, discussing the appropriateness/effectiveness of the author’s 
analytical methods and analyzing the relationship between quantitative analysis 
and other disciplinary analytical conventions used in the article and/or with which 
the student is familiar (5‐7 pages; 10% of course grade) 

• A how‐to paper, written for a novice audience, investigating and describing one 
quantitative method used by scholars in his/her area of interest and presenting and 
analyzing three examples of this method as it is used in scholarly journal articles (5‐
7 pages; 10% of course grade) 

• Proposal for the final project, including an brief summary of relevant scholarship, a 
discussion of chosen analytical methodologies, a timeline for research and writing, 
and a rationale for the significance of the project (3‐4 pages ; 10% of course grade) 

• Reflection on the final project , discussing the project’s strengths and weaknesses, 
the writer’s reflections on the relevance (or lack of relevance) of quantitative 
research methods in the humanities (~2 pages; 5% of course grade) 
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• Written peer response for rhetorical analysis, how‐to paper, and project proposal 
(10% of course grade) 

 
Longer paper: 

The final paper in the course (~20 pages; 35% of course grade) undertakes to 
investigate the publication, distribution, and reception history of a text of the 
student’s own choosing, using one or more quantitative methods examined in the 
course.  The paper should make an effort to connect quantitative analytical methods 
to larger interpretive issues in the text, in other words to connect the statistics to 
meaning. 
 

Oral presentations: 
• A brief (5‐10 min.) oral presentation, accompanied by at least one visual aid 

(PowerPoint, graphical handout), for either the rhetorical analysis OR the how‐to 
paper (5% of course grade) 

• A brief (5‐10 min.) oral presentation on the final project (5% of course grade) 
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SWC 410 Sample Syllabus for Natural Science 
 

SWC 410: The Sustainable Energy Debate: Which Numbers Do You Believe? 
Making Sense of Science News 
 
We depend on science in many parts of our lives, yet many of us get our science 
information second or third hand. For decisions that have important consequences in our 
lives – regarding medical studies, energy use, climate change, etc. – many of us rely on 
the popular press to interpret the data, and we rarely feel able to understand the 
information any more than what’s in a paragraph in the news.  
 
By learning about how scientific research is done and how scientists evaluate the results 
of their experiments, students can become better judges of quality in science. 
 
This course is designed to help students learn to 1) understand and evaluate basic 
quantitative research in the sciences, and 2) master the use of quantitative rhetoric in the 
popular science media. During the first part of the term, we will study basic statistical 
methods and study design, with the aim of understanding the possibilities and limitations 
of quantitative research when it comes to answering questions and solving problems in 
the real world. From there, we will consider how quantitative information functions 
rhetorically in the science of sustainable energy. Course participants will also be required 
to both interpret and design visual displays of data. The final assignment for the course is 
a long paper in which each student will evaluate the information from a variety of 
research papers and use the results to create a summary of the science for a popular 
audience. Making a strong argument using information from quantitative research, both 
in prose and in figures, will be emphasized. Drafting, revision, and peer review are major 
components of the course.  
 
This course is designed for non-scientists who want to better understand science 
arguments that use research data, as well as for scientists who wish to better convey their 
own scientific conclusions. 
 
Texts 

• The Chicago Guide to Writing about Numbers, Jane E. Miller 
• Sustainable Energy without the Hot Air, David J C MacKay 
• Coursepack 

 
Assignments  
1) Quiz on basic statistical methodology and study design (15%) 
2) Analysis of an op-ed article – 5 pages (15%) 
3) Analysis of an argumentative graphic – 5 pages (15%) 
4) Analysis of a quantitative argument from the mass media – 5 pages (20%) 
5) Paper creating a quantitative argument with text and figures – 15 pages (25%) 
6) Feedback and class participation – (10%) 
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SWC 410 Sample Syllabus for Social Science 

 

 
SWC 410: Counting Crime 
 
This course is designed to help students learn to 1) conduct and evaluate basic quantitative research, and 
2) become skilled interpreters and users of quantitative rhetoric. During the first part of the term, we will 
study basic probability and statistics with the aim of understanding not only how to perform basic 
calculations, but also the possibilities and limitations of quantitative research when it comes to answering 
questions about crime and solving problems in the real world. We will also consider how quantitative 
information functions rhetorically and how it makes some interpretations of crime data more politically 
and socially salient than others. We will study the rhetorical use of visual data as well; course participants 
will be required both to interpret and to design visual displays of data. The final course project will be a 
research design and accompanying account of the design’s methodological and rhetorical effectiveness. 
Students will draft, workshop, and revise each assignment. 
 
Texts 

• Telling a Research Story, by John Swales and Christine Feak 
• Coursepack 
• The most recent edition of the standard style and documentation handbook in your field (e.g., 

APA, CBE, CMS, MLA) 
 
Course Requirements  

• First Rhetorical Analysis – [4 pages] (10%) 
• Probability Quiz (5%) 
• Regression Exam (10%) 
• Analysis of ICPSR Data – [5 pages] (15%) 
• Group Project – Visual Presentation of Data (20%) 
• Research Design  – [12-15] pages (25%) 
• Written Feedback to Others (15%) 

 
Attendance and Participation 
Attendance is required. Beginning with your third unexcused absence, your final course grade will be 
lowered by two-thirds of a letter grade for every class you miss. Five unexcused absences will result in 
failure for the course. Email me in advance if you know you are going to miss a day and be prepared to 
provide documentation if you wish an absence to be excused. 
 
Students with Disabilities 
If you would like to request academic accommodations due to a disability, please make an appointment 
with me. I also encourage you to contact Services for Students with Disabilities (SSD), Rm. G-625 Haven 
Hall 1045, tel. 763-3000 (Voice/TTY/TDD) if you haven’t done so already. 
 
Religious Observance 
If a class session or due date conflicts with your religious holidays, please notify me so we can make 
alternative arrangements. In most cases, I will ask you to turn in your assignment ahead of your scheduled 
absence, but, in accordance with U–M policy on Religious/Academic conflicts, your absence will not 
affect your grade in the course. 
 
Plagiarism 
Representing others’ words or ideas as your own is plagiarism. When you borrow from others, you must 
credit them. We will discuss proper citation of sources in some detail, but for now, when in doubt, you are 
better off citing too much than too little. The former is merely an error, while the latter is an academic 
crime. 
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SWC 410 Sample Syllabus for Social Science 
 

 

Plagiarism is also a violation of the LSA Academic Conduct Code, and will automatically result in failure 
in the course. Furthermore, as the LSA Academic Judiciary Manual of Procedures specifies, a student 
may be expelled from the university for academic misconduct.  
 
A memo that offers more information appears at the end of this syllabus. 
 
Week One  
DAY ONE 
Introduction to rhetoric; rhetorical situation and classical appeals 
In-class: writing 
 
DAY TWO 
Popular rhetoric and probability 
Read: “Troublemakers: What pit bulls can teach us about profiling,” by Malcolm Gladwell (coursepack) 
Read: “Nature of Probability,” by Russell Langley (coursepack) 
In-class: probability exercises 
 
Week Two 
DAY ONE 
Conditional probability and causality 
Read: “Causal Analysis,” by Daniel Little (coursepack) 
Quiz: on probability 
 
DAY TWO 
Rhetoric and agenda setting  
Read: “Setting the Public Fear Agenda: A Longitudinal Analysis of Network TV Crime Reporting, 
Public Perceptions of Crime, and FBI Crime Statistics,” by Lowry, Nio, and Leitner 
Read: Sample papers and sample comment letters 
Due: One-page comment letter on second sample 
In-class: Workshop of second sample paper 
 
Week Three 
DAY ONE 
Rhetoric and agenda setting  
Read: “Things like that don’t happen here: Crime, place and real estate in the news,” by Aurora Wallace 
Due: Draft rhetorical analysis of news item containing quantitative data 
Bring: Three copies to exchange for workshopping 
 
DAY TWO 
In-class: Workshops 
Due: One-page comment letter for each assigned paper 
 
Week Four 
DAY ONE 
Introduction to statistics 
Read: “Statistical Analysis,” by Daniel Little (coursepack) 
Read: “Causality, Statistical Significance, and Substantive Significance,” by Jane E. Miller  
 
DAY TWO 
Introduction to questions of comparability 
Read: Colin Loftin, David McDowall and Matthew D. Fetzer. 2008. “A Comparison of SHR and Vital 
Statistics Homicide Estimates for U.S. Cities.” Journal of Contemporary Criminal Justice 24.1: 4-17. 
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SWC 410 Sample Syllabus for Social Science 
 

 

Read: Richard Rosenfeld and Janet L. Lauritsen. 2008. “The Most Dangerous Crime Rankings.” Contexts 
7.1: 66–67. 
Due: Revised rhetorical analysis  
 
Week Five 
DAY ONE 
Research design – experiments, quasi-experiments, and surveys (Knowledge Base—online textbook) 
Due: Revision of rhetorical analysis 
 
DAY TWO 
Research design – independent and dependent variables; operationalization; sampling (Knowledge 
Base—online textbook) 
 
Week Six 
DAY ONE 
Introduction to linear regression – correlation, variance, standard deviation (Text TBD) 
 
DAY TWO 
Linear regression continued: statistical significance (Text TBD) 
 
Week Seven 
DAY ONE 
In class: exam on linear regression 
 
DAY TWO 
Introduction to SPSS 
 
Week Eight 
DAY ONE 
SPSS continued 
 
DAY TWO 
Read: “Seven Basic Principles,” by Jane E. Miller 
Introduction to ICPSR data sets 
  
Week Nine 
DAY ONE 
Interpreting Visual Data 
Read: “Visual and Statistical Thinking: Displays of Evidence for Making Decisions,” by Edward Tufte 
Due: Research questions on ICPSR data 
 
DAY TWO 
Designing Presentations of Visual Data 
Read: “The Fundamental Principles of Analytical Design” and “Corrupt Techniques in Evidence 
Presentations,” by Edward Tufte 
 
Week Ten 
DAY ONE 
Due: Drafts of findings from ICPSR data (bring three copies to exchange)  
In class: Group discussions of Ann Arbor crime maps 
 
DAY TWO 
Due: Comment letters on assigned drafts  
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SWC 410 Sample Syllabus for Social Science 
 

 

In class: Workshops of papers on ICPSR modules 
 
Week Eleven 
DAY ONE 
View: Selected three-minute TED talks online  
Study: Electoral maps online: http://www-personal.umich.edu/~mejn/election/2008/ 
Due: Revised papers on ICPSR modules 
 
DAY TWO 
Read: Telling a Research Story, by John Swales and Christine Feak 
 
Week Twelve 
DAY ONE 
In-class: Workshops of visual data drafts 
 
DAY TWO 
Telling a Research Story, by John Swales and Christine Feak, continued 
 
Week Thirteen 
DAY ONE 
Group presentations of visual data: Ann Arbor crime maps 
Due: Copy of visual presentation via CTools 
 
DAY TWO 
Group presentations, continued 
 
Week Fourteen 
DAY ONE 
Individual consultations on research designs 
 
DAY TWO  
Individual consultations on research designs 
 
Week Fifteen 
DAY ONE 
Due: Draft research designs 
Bring: Two copies to exchange 
 
DAY TWO  
Due: Comment letters on assigned drafts  
In-class: workshops of scholarly rhetorical analyses 
 
Finals Week:  
Due: Individual research designs 
 
TOPICS COVERED: 
Basic probability 
Linear regression 
Causal analysis in the social sciences  
Social science research design  
Analysis, design, and presentation of visual data 
Popular quantitative rhetoric 
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SWC 410 Sample Syllabus for Social Science 
 

 

Quantitative rhetoric in the social sciences 
Drafting and revising; critiquing the work of others  
 
Sample Assignments: 
 
Group Assignment for SWC 410 – Ann Arbor Crime Maps 
You have in front of you a series of “crime maps” indicating type and location of various crimes in Ann 
Arbor over a period of six months. This is your raw data. Your task, as a group, is to ask a disciplinarily 
relevant question about this data and find a way to answer it. For example, you might select a particular 
type of crime such as auto theft and ask whether it correlates with a factor such as the proportion of 
garages vs. street parking in various neighborhoods. (Note that this may require you to procure additional 
data, depending upon what question you ask. Plan ahead.)  
 
Visual: Using what you’ve learned from Edward Tufte and others, create a new visual presentation of the 
data conveyed by these maps that supports an argument about what the data mean. You may bring 
handouts for everyone in the class, display a poster, use slideware, create a video, etcetera—as long as 
you can explain why the means you chose is the most effective one for communicating your ideas to your 
audience. 
 
Spoken: Present a clear and engaging explanation of your data to the rest of the class in no more than five 
minutes. 
 
Written: Write an accompanying text (three pages) to explaining why you asked the question you did, 
why you chose the data you chose to answer it, and why you believe your visual presentation was 
effective.  
 
Criteria for Evaluation for Visual Presentation 
• Argumentative and visual clarity: Audience must be able to interpret your visual presentation without 
help from accompanying text. 
 
• Information density: Providing more information than less is desirable, as long as it doesn’t impede 
clarity. 
 
• Aesthetics and elegance: This is subjective, of course, but try to make your page as aesthetically elegant 
as you can. 
 
Criteria for Evaluation of Oral Presentation 
• Clarity of presentation: Audience must be able to hear and understand you, and ideally, enjoy listening 

to what you have to say. 
 

• Complementarity of oral and visual texts: Oral presentation should not simply reiterate content of 
visual presentation but should contextualize and expand on it. Connections between oral and visual 
presentations must be clear. 

Criteria for Evaluation for Written Text 
• Clarity of rationale: Why did you choose to ask the question you did? To whom will your answer be 

useful, and why? What evidence can you offer for the effectiveness of your visual choices? 
 

• Selection of data source: Why have you chosen this data to answer your question? (Note: availability 
may not be your primary criterion.) 
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SWC 410 Sample Syllabus for Social Science 
 

 

 
 
 
Final Research Design for SWC 410 – Counting Crime 
 
Your task for this paper is to ask a substantial research question and figure out how you would 
go about answering it. (Note: You will not be required to carry this research out this term, though 
you are encouraged to seek opportunities to carry it out in the future.) Your design may include 
qualitative elements but must include a quantitative component. You are also expected to 
account for your choices with respect to audience, rhetoric, and methodology. 
 
Your paper (12-15 pages) should address the following questions:  

1. To whom will this question be of interest, and why? Include a literature review 
outlining recent work related to your question. In what way will answering this 
question offer a relevant contribution to current scholarship on crime? Are there 
others—policy makers, educators, police, community activists, etcetera—whom it 
should interest as well?  
 

2. What method(s) will you use to answer your question and why? Account for your 
choices with respect to operationalization, sampling, measurement, and so on.  
 

3. Account for your choices, too, with respect to the scholarly rhetoric necessary to 
address this issue. What key concepts, language, research methods, and examples will 
it be important for you to use in order to be sure that other members of your discipline 
will understand and value your work? 
 

4. What resources would you require in order to carry your research out? Is there a 
database available that you could use? Would you need to recruit research subjects or 
design your own survey? Would you require help from collaborators, or could you 
carry this research out on your own?  
 

5. Include a brief plan for disseminating your results. Where would you ideally like to 
present or publish your work, and why? 
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MEMO 
 
January 27, 2010  
To:  LSA Curriculum Committee 
From:  Center for the Study of Complex Systems 

Scott Page, scottepage@gmail.com, Director 
Mita Gibson, msgibson@umich.edu, Key Administrator 

RE:  Complex Systems Academic Minor Proposal (Revised) 
 
1. Complex Systems Academic Minor: Statement of Goals 
The academic Minor in Complex Systems provides an opportunity for concentrators in other departments 
to take a coherent curriculum in complexity and modeling that complements their major field of study.  
This minor requires foundational courses in complex systems theory and modeling.  Students then take 
upper level courses in complex systems within one of four areas of focus: 1) social sciences, 2) biological 
sciences, 3) physical sciences and engineering, or 4) complex systems theory and methods.   The 
curriculum has been designed to give students an understanding of the basic concepts of complexity 
science and to learn how those concepts can be applied within a particular discipline or functional area. 
 
2. Intended Audience for the Minor  
We envision four primary audiences for the minor.  First, we anticipate a small but active cohort of students 
with a deep interest in complexity science.  We anticipate that the creation of the minor may encourage 
more of these students to enroll at Michigan.  Second, we anticipate attracting students from a variety of 
disciplines who plan on attending graduate school and recognize the value of modeling skills.  Third, the 
minor should attract students from Engineering who already possess programming skills and who see a 
Complex Systems Minor as a route to preparing themselves for graduate school in the arts and sciences or to 
expand their career options.  Finally, given the focus on diversity, networks, and adaptation, we hope the 
minor will attract women and underrepresented minorities who have opted out of the STEM disciplines.  
 
Prerequisites 
There will be no formal prerequisites but students who have not taken calculus may find some of the 
courses difficult. Therefore, previous experience with calculus is strongly recommended.  
 
Academic Difficulty 
In response to feedback from various departments and the Curriculum Committee, we’ve added a number 
of lower-level courses to the list of electives including MATH 176 and 217. Additional courses will be 
added as we continue ongoing discussions with several other departments. We feel the higher-level 
courses should remain on the list because, as mentioned above, we anticipate the typical student for this 
minor will plan to attend graduate school and will be at a higher academic level than most 
undergraduates. 
 
3. Minor Course Requirements  
As mentioned above, students will take core courses in complex systems and then choose a particular area 
of focus.  A more detailed description of the requirements of the minor follows:  
 
15 Credits Required (5 Courses) 
 
Core Courses (Take 2 of 4) 
CMPLXSYS 270  Introduction to Agent-Based Modeling (ABM) 
CMPLXSYS 281/POLSCI 381 Introduction to Modeling 
CMPLXSYS 501   Basic Readings in Complex Systems 
CMPLXSYS 511   Theory of Complex Systems 
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Elective Courses  
 
The list of elective courses for this minor is divided into four sections below. Students must take 2 
courses from one section and 1 course from another section. The final course can be from this list or a 
course not on this list as long as it is approved by the CSCS Director. Additional courses will be added to 
this list as needed. 
 
The following courses have been approved by most departments as possible electives for the minor. 
Approvals are still pending for courses marked with an asterisk. The Math department requested we add 
more Math courses to the list which we’ve done below. We plan to add Epidemiology courses to the list 
after discussions with that department. 
 
Additional cross-cutting courses such as Math 295 Honors Mathematics I can also be taken as an 
elective and will count for any of the four areas, with approval from the CSCS Director. 
 
Section I: Physical Science & Engineering 
 
MATH 176 Explorations in Topology and Analysis (Nonlinear Systems and 

Chaos) 
MATH 371    Numerical Methods 
MATH 471    Numerical Methods 
MATH 463    Introduction to Math Biology 
CMPLXSYS 470/PHYSICS 470 Nonlinear Dynamics 
CMPLXSYS 520/PHYSICS 580 Empirical Analysis of Nonlinear Systems 
CMPLXSYS 535/PHYSICS 508 Network Theory 
CMPLXSYS 541/PHYSICS 541 Physics of Complexity 
EECS 492*    Intro to AI 
EECS 587*    Parallel Computing 
EECS 598*    Algorithms for Robotics  
HONORS 493    Intro to Networks 
 
Section II: Social Science 
 
CMPLXSYS 250   Social Systems & Energy 
CMPLXSYS 260/SOC 260  Social Dynamics 
MATH 217    Linear Algebra 
MATH 413/SPP 513   Calculus for Social Scientists 
MATH 425    Introduction to Probability 
HONORS 493/CSE 594/PSYCH 404 Complexity & Emergence 
POLI SCI 598    Math for Political Science 
POLI SCI 793    Advanced Modeling in Political Science 
STRATEGY 566/NRE 550  Systems Thinking for Sustainable Development 
 
Section III: Biological Science 
 
MATH 463    Math Modeling in Biology 
MATH 466    Mathematical Ecology 
MATH 559/BIOINFORMATICS # tbd Computation and Neuroscience 
CMPLXSYS 510/Math 550 Intro to Dynamical Systems (Life Sciences) 
EEB 315 Ecology & Evolution of Infectious Disease 
EEB 401(# in revision) Interrogating Data with Models 
EEB 466/MATH 466 Mathematical Ecology 
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MICRO/IMMUNOLOGY 510 Mathematical Modeling for Infectious Diseases 
 
Section IV: Theory & Methods 
 
CMPLXSYS 501   Basic Readings  
CMPXSYS 520/Physics 580  Empirical Analysis of Nonlinear Systems 
CMPLXSYS 530 Computer Modeling of Complex Systems 
CMPLXSYS 531 Basic Computing Skills: ABM 
MATH 425    Introduction to Probability 
MATH 462    Mathematical Models 
MATH 559/BIOINFORMATICS # tbd Computation and Neuroscience 
HONORS 493    Intro to Networks 
HONORS 493/CSE 594/PSY 404 Complexity & Emergence 
 
Goals and Motivation for Minor Course Requirements 
 
The goal of the minor is to give students a comprehensive understanding of complex systems in theory 
and practice.  Of the three core courses, of which students must take, two cover basic mathematical 
modeling, basic agent based modeling, and the foundations of complex systems. The existing 
Introduction to Modeling course (POLSCI 381) gets very high rankings from students, and we expect the 
new CMPLXSYS 270 agent-based modeling course to become very popular. 
 
We require students to take at least one of the modeling courses so that students develop the skills 
necessary for the upper level classes.  We envision most students also taking CMPLXSYS 501, but some 
students will have already read much of that material on their own, so we don’t want to make 
CMPLXSYS 501 mandatory.  Any student who does not take 501 will get substantial immersion in 
complex systems from the two modeling courses.  
 
The upper level courses were chosen because they apply complex systems tools and concepts in specific 
areas.  We envision this as similar to an applied minor, giving students a conceptual foundation and a set 
of tools that they will help them pursue graduate degrees or technical careers.  In fact, many of the 
courses listed, with a few exceptions, are currently part of the Complex Systems Graduate Certificate 
program.  That program has been running for over a decade and these courses are all a part of that 
curriculum.   Of course, these are not all of the graduate certificate courses.  The courses that we have 
included are those that we feel would be most accessible and valuable to undergraduates based on reading 
syllabi and talking with our faculty and graduate students.  

A final motivation for the minor is that it creates an interdisciplinary "community" of undergraduates. 
Students will be encouraged to attend research seminars and book club meetings run by CSCS.  This will 
provide an opportunity for undergrads to engage intellectually with students and faculty from a range of 
fields.  

4. List of Concentrations and Minors Prohibited  
We see none.  However, students majoring in physics or biology may need to focus their minor in theory 
rather than in their core discipline. 
 
 
5. Staff Responsible for Advising Students in Planning and Completing Minor 
The CSCS Director and core faculty will serve as advisors to students. The CSCS Key Administrator, 
Mita Gibson, will be the initial point of contact. She will refer students to appropriate core faculty based 
on the students’ background and interest. CSCS core faculty are: 
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Scott Page, CSCS Director and Professor, Political Science and Complex Systems 
Lada Adamic, Assistant Professor, Information and Complex Systems 
Elizabeth Bruch, Assistant Professor, Sociology and Complex Systems 
Robert Deegan, Assistant Professor, Physics and Complex Systems 
Charles Doering, Professor, Math, Physics and Complex Systems 
Mark Newman, Professor, Physics and Complex Systems 
Rick Riolo, Lecturer and Associate Research Scientist, Complex Systems 
Pej Rohani, Professor, EEB and Complex Systems 
Irv Salmeen, Lecturer and Research Scientist, Complex Systems 
Carl Simon, Professor, Public Policy, Math and Complex Systems 

 
Budgetary Resources 
As requested by the Curriculum Committee, we’ve attached enrollment reports for courses included in the 
minor. Based on data for our own courses and discussions with other departments, we do not believe 
additional sections will be necessary to accommodate the 10 to 12 students expected to enroll in this 
minor. We are proposing one new course (CMPLXSYS 270: Intro to Agent-Based Modeling) that would 
be taught by a current faculty member, Lada Adamic. Therefore, no additional faculty resources will be 
necessary. 
 
6. Rationale for Minor 
Over the past twenty years, the ideas and methodologies that underpin the science of complex systems 
have gained a foothold in the research agendas of many of the world’s leading universities. This trend can 
be explained by the resonance of the complexity paradigm and its focus on core concepts of networks, 
nonlinear interdependence, adaptation, and diversity to current scientific and social challenges and 
opportunities.  These include climate change, epidemics, ecosystem and financial system robustness, 
genetic engineering, sustainability science, health sciences and ethnic conflict.  
 
Academic research on nonlinear systems, networks, evolutionary and adaptive systems, emergence, and 
diversity using mathematics, agent based models, and numerical computation increases with each passing 
day at think tanks, universities, and laboratories.  Most leading graduate programs in physical, biological, 
and social sciences now include courses that fall under the rubric of complexity science. Many of these 
courses involve agent based modeling and numerical analysis. At the same time, government and private 
sector demand for students with skills in modeling, understanding of systems level thinking, and deep 
understandings of the roles of networks and diversity grows. 
 
Yet, despite these trends, few undergraduates have exposure to complexity research or the opportunity to 
acquire the methodological tools necessary to advance the science of complexity.  This mismatch between 
demand from graduate schools and the workplace and undergraduate training has two causes.  First, the 
field of complex systems crosses disciplines, so it has no natural home in the siloed academy.  Second, 
computer programming is taught in Engineering schools, not in the Arts and Sciences.  As a result, 
students have little opportunity to learn computational modeling of biological, social, and economic 
phenomena.   We expect this minor to fill that gap. 
 
7. Summation of the concentration (appropriate for LSA Bulletin) 
The academic Minor in Complex Systems is designed to give students an understanding of the basic 
concepts of complexity science and to learn how those concepts can be applied within a functional area. It 
provides an opportunity for concentrators in other departments to take a coherent curriculum in 
complexity and modeling that complements their major field of study. This minor requires foundational 
courses in complex systems theory and modeling. Students are required to take 15 credits (5 courses) 
including upper level courses in complex systems within one of four areas of focus: 1) social sciences, 2) 
biological science, 3) physical science and engineering or 4) complex systems theory and methods. 
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Proposed Revisions to the Individual Concentration Program 

Objective: To incorporate new elements into the Individual Concentration Program (ICP) that will allow 
students to better integrate the ideas and disciplines that serve as the basis of their individualized 
concentrations. 

Rationale: Since its inception in the late 1960s, the Individual Concentration Program has had the same 
basic structure and set of requirements.  In keeping with the need to maintain vigorous and engaging 
academic programs in the College of Literature, Science, and the Arts (LSA), it is necessary to adopt a 
series of changes that will upgrade the ICP to a level of standards more in line with contemporary 
practices in higher education.  These proposed changes are based on information gained from past and 
present ICP students along with a review of similar programs at other major research universities across 
the country.   

What Currently Works: Overall, the application process is the strongest component of our current 
Individual Concentration Program.  A completed application includes a written intellectual statement of 
purpose, a proposed curriculum, and recommendations from two faculty members in LSA.  Over the life 
span of this program, the application process has evolved considerably.  At present, the ICP Committee 
requires the intellectual statement of purpose to be a well‐developed and well‐articulated essay that 
clearly demonstrates the integrative nature of the proposed individualized concentration.  Students are 
asked to not only identify the “problem” that they are attempting to study through an ICP, but also to 
explain how aspects of different disciplines will be integrated to create a more comprehensive approach 
to the topic.  To help students better understand what analytic tools are required to achieve their 
proposed concentration, they must meet with and gain the support of two relevant faculty members 
from LSA.  While the application process is challenging for students, the intellectual rigor required helps 
ensure the academic integrity of the Individual Concentration Program. 

What needs Improvement: Though the application process represents a significant strength for the 
program, the lack of a subsequent mechanism to assess whether students are successful in integrating 
ideas from across various disciplines embodies its greatest shortcoming.  The optimal time for students 
to propose an individualized concentration is during their second year.  Presently, after being accepted 
into the Individual Concentration Program, though, students have no other formal requirement for the 
concentration beyond completing the approved courses for their respective ICP.  Most students 
completing an ICP express the concern that there is not a culminating academic component to the 
program.  Current ICP students often anticipate or hope that a thesis or other final project will allow 
them to showcase what their otherwise disparate courses have helped them to achieve.  At most other 
comparable universities across the country, students will complete some form of thesis or project late in 
their academic career to fully tie together the constituent pieces of their individualized program of 
study.  The adoption of a culminating senior project as a required element of the Individual 
Concentration Program would significantly strengthen our program.  It would allow students the 
opportunity to fully integrate ideas from across the disciplines represented in their individualized 
concentration.  Given the relatively low number of students who pursue an ICP (roughly 15 students 
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graduate per year), the addition of a culminating project could still be managed under the direction of 
the current concentration advisor. 

The Senior Project: If approved, the senior project would be required for students accepted into the 
Individual Concentration Program beginning Fall 2010.  To prepare students for preparing their 
respective senior project, the Individual Concentration Program would continue to offer an 
interdisciplinary seminar to examine various modes of inquiry.  For the past two years, ICP has offered 
such a course under UC 370.  Ideally, the College would designate a unique UC course number for this 
capstone course at the 400‐level and make an on‐going commitment for the class to be offered once per 
academic year.  Offered during the fall semester, the target audience for this class would be first‐
semester seniors.  The course would develop a stronger sense of what constitutes interdisciplinarity and 
provide senior ICP students with necessary direction to prepare an interdisciplinary project.   
Incorporating a senior project into the requirements of ICP would also develop a mechanism for more 
substantive involvement of sponsoring faculty with their respective ICP students.  As it presently stands, 
students are required to gain the support of two faculty members for their application, but there is no 
formal requirement to continue this relationship as the student progresses through their approved ICP.    

Like the concentration itself, a senior project would be a self‐designed project on the part of the 
student.  That is, under the supervision of the ICP advisor and one of the sponsoring faculty members, 
the student would take the initiative to propose, design, and execute a project that would showcase the 
outcome of their individualized concentration.  During the fall of their senior year, ICP students would 
be expected to present a formal proposal that outlines the intent and direction of their senior project.  
This proposal would need to have support from at least one faculty member.  Students entering the 
Individual Concentration Program typically are characterized by the high‐degree of initiative that they 
are willing to take.  For ICP students, designing and carrying‐out a final project would represent a natural 
continuation of the work they put into their initial application. 

Beyond these more substantive changes, a few minor structural changes need to be put into place.  
These changes are mainly to accommodate curricular changes that have happened in the College and to 
account for the development of the new research course.  Overall, these changes will allow for the 
senior capstone course and the senior project while ensuring sufficient content‐based course work to 
maintain the strength of the individual concentrations created by students.  

If revisions to the Individual Concentration Program are approved, the concentration would (as of Fall 
2010) embody the following structure/requirements: 

• Continue to require application for entry into the ICP (consisting of intellectual statement of 
purpose; proposed curriculum; two faculty sponsors;  and unofficial transcript) 

• Require senior project as a formal component of the program; a formal proposal outlining the 
intent and direction of the project would be required in the fall of their senior year and would 
need to have the support of at least one faculty member 

• Offer the ICP Senior Seminar (UC 4XX) on a regular basis (starting Fall 2010) 
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• Increase the required number of credits for an ICP to 34 (from 30), incorporating these 
additional changes: 

o allow students to use 3 credits from the Senior Seminar course (UC 4XX)  

o allow students to use 3 credits for directed research on senior project (UC 499) 
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Appendix A:  Examples of Recently Approved Individual Concentration Titles 

Arts and Ideas 

• Perspectives on Death and Dying 

• Comparative Religion 

• Global Media and Culture 

• Scandinavian Studies 

• Social Activism 

• Religious Diversity 

Health, Science, and Technology 

• Cultural Medicine 

• Global Health 

• Determinants of Health 

• Digital Media Studies 

• Genetics: Science and Society 

• Nutritional Studies 

• Bioinformatics 

Social and Political Structures 

• Criminal and Social Justice 

• Race and Ethnic Studies 

• Urban Studies 

• Metropolitan Studies 

• International Social Justice 

• Human Rights 

• Environment and Behavior 

• Social Revolution 
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         LSA Curriculum Committee 
Course Approval Actions Appendix

       2/2/2010   

1.
Del
Fall 

2010

   

STATS 413
The General Linear Model and Its Applications
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0, Grad Full 4.0, Grad Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 

 

2.
Del
Fall 

2010

   

STATS 414
Topics in Applied Statistics
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0, Grad Full 4.0, Grad Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 

 

3.
Mod
Fall 

2010

   

ANTHRBIO 398
Honors in Biological Anthropology
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 2.0) (Hnrs, Inds) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Course Title Honors in Biological Anthropology Honors in Biological and Evolutionary 
Anthropology 

Transcript Title Honors Hnrs Bio-Evol Anthro 

Time Sched Title Honors Bio Anthr Hnrs Bio-Evol Anthro 

Short Course Descr None Seniors enrolled in the Honors program conduct 
a research project under the supervision of a 
member of the faculty. Students receive help 
with planning, conducting, and writing up the 
results of their research. 

 

4.
Mod
Fall 

2010

   

ANTHRBIO 399
Honors in Biological Anthropology and Anthropology/Zoology
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 2.0) (Hnrs, Inds) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Course Title Honors in Biological Anthropology and 
Anthropology/Zoology 

Honors in Biological and Evolutionary 
Anthropology 

Transcript Title Honors Bio Hnrs Bio-Evol Anthro 

Time Sched Title Hon Bio Anth-Zool Hnrs Bio-Evol Anthro 

Short Course Descr None Seniors enrolled in the Honors program conduct 
a research project under the supervision of a 
member of the faculty. Students receive help 
with planning, conducting, and writing up the 
results of their research. 

 

5.
Mod
Fall 

2010
   

ANTHRBIO 561
Quantitative Field Methods
(Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course ANTHRBIO 561 ANTHRBIO 460 

Course Level Rackham UG/Rack Grad 

 

6.
Mod
Fall 

2010

   

ANTHRBIO 562
Human Nature
(UG Full 2.0, UG Half 2.0, Grad Full 2.0, Grad Half 2.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
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MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course ANTHRBIO 562 ANTHRBIO 472 

 

7.
Mod
Fall 

2010    

ANTHRBIO 563
Mechanisms of Human Adaptation
(UG Full 4.0, Grad Full 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course ANTHRBIO 563 ANTHRBIO 473 

 

8.
Mod
Fall 

2010

   

ANTHRBIO 564
Hominid Origins
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0, Grad Full 4.0, Grad Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course ANTHRBIO 564 ANTHRBIO 474 

Short Course Descr None This course is about the origin of the human 
species and the adaptations and life history of 
the earliest human ancestors before Homo. It 
examines the ancestry of the hominids, the 
various theories of their origin, and aspects of 
australopithecine evolution such as their 
history, locomotion, behavior, adaptations, and 
taxonomy. 

Advisory Prereq's ANTHRBIO 365/466/equivalent primarily for 
ANTHRBIO concentrators 

ANTHRBIO 365 

 

9.
Mod
Fall 

2010    

ANTHRBIO 565
Evolution of Genus Homo
(UG Full 4.0, Grad Full 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course ANTHRBIO 565 ANTHRBIO 475 

 

10.
Mod
Fall 

2010

   

ANTHRBIO 566
Laboratory in Human Osteology
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 2.0, Grad Full 4.0, Grad Half 2.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course ANTHRBIO 566 ANTHRBIO 477 

Short Course Descr None This course is concerned with the identification 
and interpretation of human skeletal remains. 
Emphasis is placed on both the individual and 
population levels of interpretation. Topics 
include the basic biology of normal bone, 
pathology, and variation in form. Identification 
and reconstruction of fragmentary materials as 
well as reconstruction of population 
characteristics (age, sex, life history data, 
metric description) are covered. 

 

11.
Mod
Fall 

2010

ANTHRBIO 568
Primate Behavioral Ecology and Sociobiology
(UG Full 3.0, Grad Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
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MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course ANTHRBIO 568 ANTHRBIO 478 

Short Course Descr None This advanced undergraduate/graduate course 
examines the ecology and behavior of non-
human primates. Using mainly primary 
research articles, we explore several themes in 
primate behavioral ecology including 
reproductive strategies, sexual selection, 
behavioral endocrinology, cooperation and 
conflict, cultural transmission, and primate 
cognition. 

 

12.
Mod
Fall 

2010
   

ANTHRBIO 569
Hominoid Evolution
(Grad Full 3.0-4.0, Grad Half 3.0-4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course ANTHRBIO 569 ANTHRBIO 479 

Course Level  UG/Rack Grad 

 

13.
Mod
Fall 

2010
   

ASIAN 249 / HISTORY 249
Introduction to Korean Civilization
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Youngju Ryu) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Credits UG Full 4.0, UG Half 3.0 UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0 

Components-Hours LEC, DIS LEC 

 

14.
Mod
Fall 

2010

   

ASIAN 280
Topics in Asian Studies
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Madhav Deshpande) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Repeat for Credit? No Yes 

Max Times Crs Can Be 
Elected 

1 2 

 

15.
Mod
Fall 

2010

   

ASIAN 410 / HISTORY 426
Acupuncture: Historical and Contemporary Transformations
(UG Full 3.0, Grad Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Miranda Brown) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course ASIAN 410 ASIAN 370  /  UG Full 3.0

Cross-Listing HISTORY 426  

Short Course Descr This seminar covers the history of traditional 
Chinese medicine (particularly, acupuncture 
and moxibustion) in late imperial and 
contemporary China. It introduces advanced 
undergraduates and beginning graduate 
students to the basic conceptual vocabulary 
and major anthropological and historical studies 
on the subject. 

This course will survey the modern history and 
contemporary practice of Traditional Chinese 
Medicine. In particular, critical attention will be 
given to current scientific debates about the 
safety and efficacy of the tradition. 

 

16. ASIANLAN 126
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Mod
Fall 

2010

   

First Year Japanese II
(UG Full 5.0, UG Half 5.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Mayumi Oka) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Enforced Prereq's 
(long) 

ASIANLAN 125 ASIANLAN 124 or 125 

 

17.
Mod
Fall 

2010

   

ASIANLAN 407
Academic Chinese I
(UG Full 3.0, Grad Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Shuen Fu Lin) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Course Title Academic Chinese I Advanced Readings in Modern Chinese 

Transcript Title Academic Chinese I Adv Rdng Mod Chinese 

Time Sched Title Academic Chinese I Adv Rdng Mod Chinese 

Short Course Descr This advanced Chinese language course is 
designed for students who want to further 
develop their reading ability to serve academic 
or other career purposes. While it helps to 
improve command of structure and vocabulary 
in a range of language styles, its primary 
purpose is to enhance comprehension (both 
linguistic and cultural) in reading original texts 
of various topics. Materials are selected from a 
variety of sources including contemporary 
fiction and essays. 

This advanced Chinese language course is 
designed for students who want to further 
develop their reading ability to serve academic 
or other career purposes. While it helps to 
improve command of structure and vocabulary 
in a range of language styles, its primary 
purpose is to enhance comprehension (both 
linguistic and cultural) in reading original texts 
of various topics and styles. Materials are 
selected from a variety of sources including 
contemporary fiction and essays. 

 

18.
Mod
Fall 

2010

   

ASIANLAN 408
Academic Chinese II
(UG Full 3.0, Grad Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Shuen Fu Lin) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Course Title Academic Chinese II Chinese Translation and Presentation 

Transcript Title Academic Chinese II Chinese Translation 

Time Sched Title Academic Chinese II Chinese Translation 

Short Course Descr This course is a sequel to ASIANLAN 407, ?
Academic Chinese I,? intended for students 
who want further improvement of their Chinese 
competence to serve academic or other career 
purposes. Its focus is on translation and 
presentation skills needed by students? current 
studies and future endeavors. 

Like ASIANLAN 407 this advanced language 
course is intended for students who want to 
further improve their Chinese competence to 
serve academic or other career purposes. The 
focus of this course is translation and 
presentation skills needed by students’ current 
studies and future endeavors. 

Advisory Prereq's ASIANLAN 407 or equivalent, or permission of 
instructor 

ASIANLAN 402, 405, 406, 407, or permission of 
instructor 

 

19.
Mod

Spring 
2010

   

CICS 101 / GEOG 145 / UC 145
Introduction to International Studies
(UG Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

 

20.
Mod
Fall 

2010
   

ELI 120
Academic Writing for International Undergraduates
(UG Full 2.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
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MODIFICATION FROM TO

Credits UG Full 2.0 UG Full 3.0 

 

21.
Mod

Spring 
2010

   

ENGLISH 313
Topics in Literary Studies
(UG Full 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Short Course Descr None This class considers various thematic 
approaches to literature and will be organized 
around texts and concepts raised by a 
particular set of authors, historical period, or 
genre. 

Credits UG Full 4.0 UG Full 4.0, UG Half 3.0 

 

22.
Mod
Fall 

2010    

ENGLISH 314
Gender/Sexuality Studies
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 2.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Credits UG Full 3.0, UG Half 2.0 UG Full 3.0-4.0, UG Half 2.0-3.0 

 

23.
Mod
Fall 

2010    

ENGLISH 320
Literature and the Environment
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 2.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Credits UG Full 3.0, UG Half 2.0 UG Full 3.0-4.0, UG Half 2.0-3.0 

 

24.
Mod
Fall 

2010    

ENGLISH 335
Autobiography
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 2.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Credits UG Full 3.0, UG Half 2.0 UG Full 3.0-4.0, UG Half 2.0-3.0 

 

25.
Mod
Fall 

2010    

ENGLISH 364
The Contemporary Novel
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 2.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Credits UG Full 3.0, UG Half 2.0 UG Full 3.0, UG Half 2.0-3.0 

 

26.
Mod
Fall 

2010    

GERMAN 300
German Grammar and Composition
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Credits UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0 UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0 
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27.
Mod
Fall 

2010

   

HISTART 250 / MEMS 250
Italian Renaissance Art, I
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Megan Holmes) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Course Title Italian Renaissance Art, I Italian Renaissance Art 

Transcript Title Ital Ren I Ital RenaissanceArt 

Time Sched Title Ital Ren Art I Ital RenaissanceArt  

Short Course Descr None This course examines the principal monuments 
of Italian Renaissance Art: Giotto's Arena 
Chapel, Botticelli's Birth of Venus, 
Michelangelo's David and Sistine Chapel 
Ceiling, and Leonardo da Vinci's Mona Lisa. 

Graded Component LEC DIS 

 

28.
Mod
Fall 

2010

   

HISTORY 263
Discovering America: Atlantic History I, 1492-1607
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (David Hancock) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Course Title Discovering America: Atlantic History I, 1492-
1607 

Encountering America: 1492-1607 

Transcript Title Disc Amer 1492-1607 Encountering America 

Time Sched Title Disc Amer 1492-1607 Encountering America 

Short Course Descr An introduction to the formation of the early 
"Atlantic world." Comparing Portuguese, 
Spanish, French and English encounters with 
the Americas, it highlights themes common to 
European, African and Indian histories: the 
exploring, mixing and settling of peoples, the 
emergence of commercial systems and a 
balance of power; the exchange of knowledge. 

A study of European encounters with America 
and its peoples. Examines Columbus and 1492, 
historical precedents, Renaissance 
preconditions, and contemporary perspectives. 
Compares subsequent explorations by the 
Portuguese, Spanish, Dutch, French, and 
English. Highlights themes common to 
European, African, and Native American 
histories: mixing and settling of peoples; 
emergence of commercial systems; exchange 
of knowledge; and destruction of indigenous 
cultures. Principal explorers include Columbus, 
Cortés, Pizarro, Cabeza de Vaca, Cartier, the 
Cabots, Champlain, Gilbert, Frobisher, and 
Raleigh. 

 

29.
Mod
Fall 

2010
   

JUDAIC 317
Topics in Judaic Studies
(UG Full 1.0-4.0, UG Half 1.0-4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Elect More Than Once 
in Same Term? 

No Yes 

 

30.
Mod
Fall 

2010
   

JUDAIC 417
Topics in Judaic Studies
(UG Full 3.0, Grad Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Elect More Than Once 
in Same Term? 

No Yes 
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31.
Mod
Fall 

2010
   

JUDAIC 517
Topics in Judaic Studies
(Grad Full 1.0-4.0, Grad Half 1.0-4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Elect More Than Once 
in Same Term? 

No Yes 

 

32.
Mod

Spring 
2010    

LING 209 / PSYCH 242
Language and Human Mind
(UG Full 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Credits UG Full 4.0 UG Full 4.0, UG Half 3.0 

 

33.
Mod

Summer 
2010

   

MEMS 491
Honors Senior Colloquium
(UG Full 1.0-6.0) (Hnrs) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Course Title Honors Senior Colloquium Research Methods for Premodern Topics 

Transcript Title Honors Sr Colloq Premod Rsrch Methods 

Time Sched Title Honors Sr Colloq Premod Rsrch Methods 

Short Course Descr This course is a workshop for thesis writers. It 
concentrates on practical and theoretical 
problems of research and writing with special 
reference to methodological questions. 

This one-credit course introduces MEMS 
concentrators and other thesis writers to tools 
and methods pertinent to the interdisciplinary 
study of premodern societies. Sessions are 
designed to assist students of premodern 
literatures, arts, and societies in researching 
and writing their senior thesis in following 
winter semester. 

Credits UG Full 1.0-6.0 UG Full 1.0 

Credit Type Hnrs Regular 

Max Total Credits 6 2 

Advisory Prereq's Honors student and senior standing. None 

Permission To Enroll None Instructor 

 

34.
Mod
Fall 

2010

   

PHIL 224 / RCIDIV 224
Global Justice
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 2.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Cross-Listing RCIDIV 224  

Short Course Descr This interdisciplinary course on global justice, 
co-taught by faculty from philosophy and 
economics, integrates approaches from political 
philosophy and political economy. Foundations 
of development economics and theories of 
global justice are introduced and applied to 
specific issues such as immigration, free trade, 
and sweatshops. 

This interdisciplinary course on global justice 
integrates approaches from political philosophy 
and political economy. Foundations of 
development economics and theories of global 
justice are introduced and applied to specific 
issues such as immigration, free trade, and 
sweatshops. 

 

35.
Mod

POLISH 122
First-Year Polish
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Fall 
2010

   

(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Ewa Pasek) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Short Course Descr An introductory course of fifteen class hours a 
week, with supplementary exercise in the 
Language Laboratory. Designed to provide 
intensive instruction and drill in the speaking, 
reading, and writing of Polish. 

A continuation of POLISH 121, First-Year Polish 
aims at establishing reading, writing, listening, 
and speaking skills. The primary focus is 
explaining grammar, reading, building 
vocabulary, and engaging in guided 
conversation. In addition to learning the 
language, students are introduced to Polish 
literature and culture through translation, 
music, and video presentations. 

 

36.
Mod
Fall 

2010

   

POLSCI 387
Comparative Analysis of Government Institutions
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (George Tsebelis) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Credits UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0 UG Full 4.0, UG Half 3.0-4.0 

Components-Hours LEC-3 LEC-3, DIS-1 

Meets QR Req  QR/2 

 
QR Supporting Statement:
   This course uses game theory and spatial modeling to compare countries all over the world and address issues that have 
been separated in the comparative politics literature like regime types (presidentialism and parliamentarism), party systems 
(one, two and multiple parties), legislatures (unicameral and bicameral), parties (strong and disciplined or weak and 
undisciplined), as well as structural phenomena like independence of bureaucrats and judges, government composition etc. 
In other words, game theory is used here to unite the analysis of different aspects of politics and provide justifications of 
arguments in the literature in some instances and competing analyses in others. See QR proposal for details.

 

37.
Mod
Fall 

2010

   

RUSSIAN 449
Twentieth-Century Russian Literature
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0, Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Omry Ronen) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course RUSSIAN 449 RUSSIAN 361 

Course Title Twentieth-Century Russian Literature Russian Modernism: Decadence, Symbolism, 
and the Avant-Garde in Russia 

Transcript Title 20th C Russ Lit Russian Modernism 

Time Sched Title 20th C Russian Lit Russian Modernism 

Short Course Descr None This historical survey of Russian literature from 
1890 to 1921 covers the final achievements of 
realism and the response to modernism in the 
later works of Tolstoy and Chekhov, the art of 
symbolism, the post-symbolic currents in 
poetry and prose, and the major literary events 
of the first post-revolutionary decade both in 
the USSR and in exile. The required reading 
includes English translations of representative 
poems by Solov'ev, Briusov, Bal'mont, 
Merezhkovsky, Hippius, Sologub, Blok, Belyi, 
Viacheslav Ivanov, Annensky, Kuzmin, 
Khodasevich, Gumilev, Akhmatova, 
Mandel'stam, Khlebnikov, and Maiako. 

Course Level UG/Rack Grad Undergraduate Only 

Credits UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0 
Grad Full 3.0, Grad Half 3.0 

UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0 

 

38. SOC 100
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Mod
Fall 

2010

   

Principles of Sociology
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Short Course Descr None This class is an introduction to sociology as a 
field of scholarship and mode of inquiry. 
Students develop their own ability to reason 
sociologically and become part of an ongoing 
conversation about the patterns, probabilities, 
principles, and processes that characterize 
society. 

Advisory Prereq's Open to first and second year students. Juniors 
are strongly encouraged to enroll in SOC 300. 
Seniors must elect SOC 300 

Seniors must elect SOC 300 to receive 
academic credit for an introductory sociology 
course. Juniors are encouraged to enroll in SOC 
300. 

Enforced Prereq's 
(long) 

None Restricted to first, second, and third year 
students 

 

39.
Mod
Fall 

2010    

STATS 350
Introduction to Statistics and Data Analysis
(UG Full 4.0, UG Half 4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Home Course STATS 350 STATS 250 

 

40.
Mod
Fall 

2010
   

WOMENSTD 428 / ANTHRCUL 428 / RCSSCI 428
Sex Panics in the US and UK since 1890
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Gayle Rubin) 
 

MODIFICATION FROM TO

Advisory Prereq's One course in WOMENSTD or ANTHRCUL or 
RCSSCI 

One course in WOMENSTD, ANTHRCUL, 
RCSSCI, SOC, or HISTORY 

 

41.
New
Fall 

2010

   

ASIAN 317
The Literature of Edo Japan: Poetry, Drama, and Fiction 1600-1900
(UG Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Jonathan Zwicker) 
 
Short Course Description:
   An introduction to the major literary works of the Edo Period (1600-1900) with an emphasis on the ways in which the 
literature of this period relates to its historical and social contexts. Readings include key texts in haiku, kabuki, puppet 
theater, and fiction.

Repeat for Credit? No

Assessment: By the conclusion of the course, the students will be expected to conduct literary/cultural analysis 
on the subject in question in a coherent and persuasive fashion, to be aware of pertinent 
sociopolitical and cultural context, and to operate with an appropriate set of critical terms. The 
students’ writing progress will be observed in the course of the term, and progress will be measure 
by a focus on writing in the take home essay exams which will be compared to each other to 
assess the development of their expository and analytical skills.

 

42.
New
Fall 

2010

   

ASIANLAN 124
Accelerated Elementary Japanese
(UG Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Mayumi Oka) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This course is designed for students with some Japanese background who want to continue their study. The learning 
speed is faster than in ASIANLAN 125 and students are able to review what they learned before entering UM. In addition, 
students are introduced to new grammatical patterns and expressions.

Repeat for Credit? No
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Enforced Prereq's: Students must pass the placement test given by the Japanese Language program.

Assessment: In addition to grades and end of term evaluations the director of the Japanese Language Program 
and a leading teacher of ASIANLAN 125 will closely monitor each section by conducting class visits 
and observing students' performances in the final speech presentations.

 

43.
New
Fall 

2010

   

CICS 301
Topics in International Studies
(UG Full 3.0-4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This course is a focused and in-depth investigation of global phenomena, with particular attention to human rights, 
human security (civil conflict, economic development, social welfare, and health care), and sustainable economic and 
ecological systems. Readings rely on multiple methods and disciplinary approaches. In the process of studying these global 
phenomena, students discuss the strengths of specific methods and disciplinary approaches in improving their 
understanding of issues and problems that cut across nation-state boundaries.

Repeat for Credit? No

Advisory Prereq's: CICS 101

Assessment: Instructor for first iteration of CICS 301 is also on the CICS advisory committee. He will update the 
committee on the course and course objectives. We will also look at enrollment data and student 
demand for CICS 301.

 

44.
New
Fall 

2010

   

CMPLXSYS 270
Agent-Based Modeling
(UG Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Lada Adamic) 
 
Short Course Description:
   Many systems can be modeled as being composed of agents interacting with one another and their environment. Very 
simple rules governing agent behavior can lead to complex and emergent phenomena. In this course students will use 
NetLogo to examine well-studied agent based models of complex systems in the social and biological sciences, as well as 
formulate models of their own. 

Repeat for Credit? No

Assessment: Complex Systems will consult with CRLT to determine additional standards used to evaluate the 
success of this course. Complex Systems will also consider the number of students who go on to 
complete the proposed new undergraduate minor in complex systems since this course would be 
one of the required courses for that minor.

 

45.
New

Summer 
2010

   

HISTORY 473 / CAAS 473 / LACS 483
Brazil: History and Culture
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Jean Hebrard) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This course examines the history of Brazil, focusing on literature and performance as expressions of the national or 
regional cultural identities, with particular attention to racial categories and African heritage. Topics include: indigenous 
societies and responses to European invasion; slavery and paternalism; religious expression; and the ways that racial and 
ethnic identification has inspired much of Brazil’s unique cultural production. When possible, we will include various ways of 
learning about cultural expression, incorporating interdisciplinary sources such as fiction, archival documents, testimony, 
ethnography, recorded music, and dance/movement.

Repeat for Credit? No

Assessment: Grades and evaluations will be used, and beyond that students will be canvassed for suggestions 
about how to improve classes. The instructor will prepare a specific questionnaire for the students 
concerning the individual films and novels used to supplement the historical readings, in order to 
determine which to keep and which to drop in subsequent years.

 

46.
New
Fall 

2010

   

JUDAIC 218
Humanities Topics in Judaism
(UG Full 1.0-4.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 
Short Course Description:
   Intended for lower-level undergraduate students, designated by the section title and taught by a Judaic Studies regular or 
visiting faculty member, may include fields such as philosophy, file & video, literature, history, political science, etc., as they 
pertain to Judaic Studies.

Meets Distr Req: HU
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Repeat for Credit? Yes
Max Times Crs Can Be Elected: 8
Max Total Credits: n/a
Elect More Than Once in Same Term? Yes

Assessment: We will assess effectiveness by looking for increased knowledge is class assignments.

 

47.
New
Fall 

2010

   

JUDAIC 318
Humanities Topics in Judaism
(UG Full 1.0-4.0) (Regular) (A-E) (varies) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This interdisciplinary course for undergraduate students, designated by the section title and taught by a Judaic Studies 
regular or visiting faculty member, may include fields such as philosophy, film and video, literature, history, political 
science, etc., as they pertain to Judaic Studies. 

Meets Distr Req: HU

Repeat for Credit? Yes
Max Times Crs Can Be Elected: n/a
Max Total Credits: 8
Elect More Than Once in Same Term? Yes

Assessment: We believe this course will show an increase in student participation in Judaic Studies. They will 
now be able to meet a distribution requirement in addition to experiencing a course that may be 
taught by a visiting professor to our unit and/or to test-out new topics of study that may later be 
made permanent if the enrollment continues to grow.

 

48.
New
Fall 

2010

   

PSYCH 413
A History of Modern Psychology
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0, Grad Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Robert Pachella) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This course reviews the philosophical underpinnings and precursors of scientific and academic study of psychology, the 
development of cognitive psychology and psychological neuroscience, as well as the history of applied, social and clinical 
areas of psychology. Finally, the course covers the history of the University of Michigan Psychology Department.

Repeat for Credit? No

Enforced Prereq's: Psych or BBCS or Neuroscience concentrator

Assessment: The Department of Psychology Student Affairs Chair or a proxy will make a classroom visit to 
observe the instructor and students. The syllabus and course materials will be reviewed annually. 
The instructor will provide a statement of the strengths of the course and identify improvements 
that will be made prior to subsequent offerings of the course.

 

49.
New
Fall 

2010

   

SWC 410
Quantitative Analysis and Writing in the Disciplines
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 
Short Course Description:
   In a various disciplinary iterations, this course provides instructions for logic and reasoning in both numbers and 
language. Different versions of this course examine numeracy and literacy as they are manifested in the humanities, the 
natural sciences, and the social sciences.

Meets Gen Req: QR/2

Repeat for Credit? Yes
Max Times Crs Can Be Elected: n/a
Max Total Credits: 6
Elect More Than Once in Same Term? No

Advisory Prereq's: First-year writing requirement

Assessment: When a version of this course is offered for the first time, the instructor will poll the students at 
the end of the term to find out what was most and least successful in order to improve the course 
for the next time it is offered. The instructor will also provide occasions for student reflective 
writing and individual conferences during the semester to receive ongoing feedback about student 
questions and concerns, and the student evaluations at the end of the term will further help 
determine the success of the format and content of the course.

 
QR Supporting Statement:

   Students in this course will learn to conduct and evaluate basic quantitative research in the natural sciences, social 
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sciences, or humanities, and they will be asked to consider how quantitative information functions rhetorically in the 
course’s chosen discipline. SWC 410 will focus on how writers can use rhetorical strategies to write effectively with data. 
They will be taught how to consider hidden premises in quantitative and qualitative arguments with an eye toward sorting 
out how to tell whether data really mean what someone says they do. Course goals include teaching students how to figure 
out what count as interesting research questions for specific academic audiences, and how to assess or design research 
projects that can answer those questions in ways that are both persuasive and intellectually sound. Students will leave the 
course with an understanding of and hands-on practice using: i. Rhetorical analysis ii. Visual representation of quantitative 
data iii. Discipline-appropriate quantitative methods (examples might include basic statistical methods, design of 
experiments or surveys, or quantitative content analysis) Sample assignments include: 1. Rhetorical analysis of a 
newspaper or magazine article in which quantitative information is used to support a policy proposal: How and why does 
the author believe the data presented implies the conclusions he or she promotes? To what audiences is the presentation 
meant to appeal, and why? What alternative interpretations of the data are available, and to what alternative conclusions 
would those interpretations lead? 2. A how-to paper, written for a novice audience, investigating and describing one 
quantitative method used by scholars in his/her area of interest and presenting and analyzing three examples of this 
method as it is used in scholarly journal articles. 3. Visual data analysis and design: Students will analyze graphic 
representations of others’ quantitative data and create meaningful representations of their own “raw” data. 4. Final research 
design: Students will ask substantial research questions and create research designs to answer them. Research designs 
must not only account for choices with respect to operationalization, sampling, and measurement, but also explain who the 
audience(s) for the research would be and why, describe the resources that would be needed to carry their research out, 
and offer plans for disseminating results. 
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UC 455
ICP Senior Seminar
(UG Full 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) 
 
Short Course Description:
   This course is designed for seniors in the Individual Concentration Program (ICP). Its main goal is to address what it 
means to study across disciplines and how to effectively integrate knowledge from various disciplines represented in each 
student's individual ICP. What are the interdisciplinary research methods that allow synthesizing the ideas, theories, and 
concepts from multiple disciplines?

Repeat for Credit? No

Permission To Enroll: Department

Assessment: need
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WOMENSTD 411 / AMCULT 411
Rednecks, Queers, and Country Music
(UG Full 3.0, UG Half 3.0) (Regular) (A-E) (Nadine Hubbs) 
 
Short Course Description:
   Queer identity is associated with urban, bourgeois, coastal lifestyles. Country music is linked to heterosexual white, rural, 
working-class, Southern, and Midwestern cultures and often to "redneck" bigotry. How has music that many people perceive 
as homophobic and racist become a medium for multicultural queer social and sexual exchange?

Repeat for Credit? No

Advisory Prereq's: One course in Women's Studies or American Culture

Assessment: Success will be gauged by students' knowledge of the norms of contemporary LGBT identities and 
their exclusion of rural and working-class life, increased awareness of class difference and its social 
manifestations, and greater sophistication in the cultural analysis of country music. 
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